
. A& SEPTEMBER 28, 2004 TUESDAY Cu, 

Managing Editor: 
Darrell Cole 

Our View 
Long journey will get longer 
Court's decision on same-sex 
unions unlikely to end debate 
on definition of marriage 

Norman Carter throughout that pe-
riod he could not enjoy the same 
rights as other couples in that he 
wasn't permitted by Nova Scotia 
law to get married and as soon as 

Although the Nova Scotia Supreme the court struck down the legisla-
Court has ruled the province's leg- tion he hustled out and applied for 
islation banning same-sex marriage a licence and is looking at getting 
as unconstitutional it's highly un- married to Carter in late October. 
likely that we've heard the last of The court's decision is also a sig-
this debate. nal of changing times in what is 

On FridaY, Nova Scotia became normally a very conservative 
the sixth province or territory to al- province. Over the years, same-sex 
low same-sex marriages when the couples have talked about the vari-
province's Supreme Court said the ous forms of discrimination they 
existing legislation infringes upon face when walking down the street. 
the rights of those same-sex couples Some people would cross the street 
wishing to formally tie the knot. to avoid meeting a gay or lesbian 

In her decision, Justice Heather couple while others would cast dis-
Robertson said the definition of approving glances. In more serious 
marriage in Nova Scotia for civil cases, some same-sex couples have 
purposes will now be "the lawful been verbally and physically 
union of two persons to the exclu- abused for trying to enjoy the same 
sion of others. privileges as heterosexual couples. 

The Nova Scotia court became For Veldhoven, such activities 
the latest body to say provincial and have been the exception, and fortu-
federal legislation is outdated and natelY, not the norm. Although 
doesn't meet the standards of Cana- Amherst is widely considered a 
da's Charter of Rights and Free- conservative community with tra-
doms. ditionalist views, Veldhoven and 

It didn't take long for the reac- his partner have gained wide ac-
tions to come pouring in. The ceptance rather than being 
Catholic Church was quick to criti- shunned as some would predict. 
cize the court's decision with the Soon after learning of the 
Archdiocese of Halifax issuing a court's ruling, Veldhoven spoke of 
statement denouncing the move. coming to the end of a very long 
The church said people must pro- road. 
mote "an authentic vision" of the Whether the court's decision 
lifelong union of one man and one marks the end of that road remains 
woman as "as essential human re- to be seen. It's more likely that one 
ality." journey has ended and another is 

And while the province an- set to begin. 
nounced it would not appeal the de- As far as attitudes and accep-
cision, saying it's really a federal tance have come in just a genera-
matter, several Tory MLAs ex- tion it's quite likely same-sex cou-
pressed their opposition. Cecil O'- pies still have a long road ahead of 
Donnell said he doesn't support the them as they continue to lobby and 
court's decision because he can't campaign for the same rights every 
agree with changing the definition one else has and enjoys. 
of marriage while Gary Hines said Most will be waiting for the fed-
giving the rite of marriage to same- eral government to act. Two previ-
sex couples is a special favour not ous votes in the House of Com-
offered to other groups. Baptist mons, aimed at changing the defin-
minister and MLA Mark Parent ition of marriage from that of a 
fears allowing same-sex unions man and a woman to a union of two 
could only pave the way for people, were defeated and there's no 
polygamy. indication Prime Minister Paul 

On the other hand, same-sex cou- Martin is going to want to force the 
pies applauded it and were hasty to issue again now that he's in a mi-
head to apply for marriage licences. · nority situation. 
For Amherst's Gerard Veldhoven, It's more likely the federal 
the court decision marked the end Supreme Court will have to make a 
of a 30-year journey. Although he ruling on the matter before the feds 
has been living with his partner finally decide to react. 



I Am What I Amherst 
By Gerard Veldhoven 
Finally spring has sprung and most 
groups in our community are in the 
midst of getting ideas rolling for 
Pride Week. Amherst is no exception. 
The Cumberland Pride Society has 
already decided on a few events that 
will mark the celebrations. Activities 
include the flag raising on July 6, a 
fashion show, dinner and dance, a 
cookout, a family picnic. The parade 
is still under review. A workshop on 
queer parenting is a strong possibility. 
All the details will be in this column 
in the June issue of Wayves. Our 
website will also give details once they 
are complete. 

The Craft and Bake Fair is all set 
for May 2, to run from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at the Amherst Lion's 
Centre, Electric Street. Some tables 
are still available for this event at a 
cost of $15.00; please call (902) 660-
5143 to reserve one of the remaining 
tables. 

A yard sale fundraiser will be held 
on July 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 
For details please call (902) 660-5004 
or e-mail cumberlandpride@hotmail. 
com. 

This year, as in last year, businesses 
will be contacted for support in our 
efforts to gather funds. A silent auc-
tion will then be held at the Amherst 
Lion's Centre. Details will be an-
nounced in June. 

The Amherst area has never ex-
perienced such celebrations and last 
year was the initiation of "queer rec-
ognition." We certainly left our mark, 
making it not only possible, but also 
necessary, to hold these events on a 
yearly basis. We have a new mayor in 
town and I believe he will cooperate, 
as did the former mayor. In any case, 
town of Amherst CAO Greg Her-
rett is in charge of flag-raising. The 
mayor is responsible for signing the 
Pride Week Proclamation. We expect 
a strong turnout of members of the 
queer and straight citizens. All our 
events are open to the community at 
large. We feel that to be of impor-
tance so a gay/ straight alliance will 
develop in our communities. Knowl-
edge leads to acceptance. 

A number of people in our com-
munity have concerns about the 
eventual need of long-term care. I 
have also spoken with many of our 
seniors, and some younger people as 
well, who are not comfortable with, 
or are indeed afraid of what lies 
ahead. I decided to study this situ-

ation in our province and I came to 
the conclusion their worries are well 
founded. First I contacted facilities in 
the Amherst area and soon extended 
it province-wide. This study is ongo-
ing and I will report on my findings 
in a few months. 

As I read the April issue of Way-
ves, I notice a lot of preparations are 
in full swing around the Maritimes. I 
see this year as the best yet for cel-
ebrating our accomplishments and 
our place in this world. However, our 
quest is not shared by many in other 
lands, and I must add our own con-
cerns about equal treatment. Much 
work remains, and so we must remain 
vigilant. As long as people _such as 
Pope Benedict XVI and some world 
leaders are the bearers of discrimina-
tion, people in other lands and in our 
own country, our work is not done. 
As a matter of fact, we only have to 

. listen to some of our neighbors and 
we soon know the reality of homo-
phobia is alive and well everywhere. 
Now it is time to celebrate, so let's do 
it in fine style. 

That's it from blueberry country. 
Till the next time, a quote from Sir 
E lton John: "I just wish more of 
my fellow queers would come out 
sometimes. It's really nice out here, 
you know." 
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Veldhoven guest speaker at Zonta meeting 
"}advocate that education regarding sex-

ual orientation must begin at the Pri-
mary level. Unless this happens, discrimi-
nation and homophobia will remain a 
threat to gay, lesbian and bisexual individu-
als;• stated Gerard Veldhoven, speaking to 
tl:)e Zonta Club of Amherst Area at their Jan-
uary meeting, on the topic "Equal Treat-
ment in a Just Society:• 

Veldhoven spoke extensively about the 
problems facing gays, lesbians, and bisexuals 
around the world, and compared them to 
what is happening in Canada, saying, "In 
Canada we enjoy equal rights, even as many 
problems remain. This is one of a handful of 
countries where years of hard work have paid 
off to a great extent:' 

He added there is sti)l a long way to go in 
the matter of equal treatment, and through 
the use of many examples, pointed out that 
only through education, starting at a very 
young ag~ and continuing through all levels of 
life, will the term "a just society" really have 
meaning for those in the gay community. 

Veldhoven has been an LGBT community 
leader and activist the past 20 years. He works 
alongside and coordinates activities with oth-
ers for equal justice for members of the LGBT 
community throughout Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. 

Sheila Graham, program chairperson, Zonta Club of 
Amherst Area, presents Gerard Veldhoven, guest 
speaker at the January meeting, with a gift of appre-
ciation. Veldhoven was speaking on behalf of the 
LBGT community on the topic "Equal Treatment in a 
Just Society." SUBMITTED 

He is involved with research and activism 
regarding equal treatment for LGBT seniors in 
Nova Scotia long-term care facilities.,He is on 

the board of directors of the Northern AIDS 
Connection Society and serves as community 
representative on the committee for restora-
tive justice in Amherst. He is the founder and 
past chair of the Cumberland Pride Society 
and is in the middle of writing his autobiogra-
phy. 

Marjorie MacLean, co-chair of the 2011 
District 1 Fall Conference, to be held here 
Sept. 30-Oct. 2 involving Zonta clubs from 
Massachusettes, New Hampshire, Maine, Ver-
mont and the Atlantic provinces, reported the 
committees are working toward getting all 
plans in place for this event. 

New co-chairs Catherine Hirbour and 
Emily Boyd were appointed to the Kim Wry 
Bursary Committee. This committee holds an 
annual gift basket ticket sale, and all funds 
raised support this bursary. 

Donations were committed to Autumn 
House, the International Woman's Day Com-
mittee, and Go Girl/Girl Power. Zonta exists to 
advance the status of women worldwide 
through service and advocacy. 

Zonta Club of Amherst Area meets the 
third Wednesday of each month. · 

Any person interested in joining should 
contact Vicki Randall, membership chair, · at 
667-7660. 
Submitted 
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I Am What I Amherst 
Cumberland Pride, Brent Hawkes & Pf LAG 
by Gerard Veldhoven 
Many places are celebrating Pride 
Week this month and by now all plans 
are in place. Amherst is no exception. 
Please visit our website for all the 
exciting details at cumberland-pride. 
sytes.net for activities and locations. 
Amherst Town will host the Pride 
flag-raising ceremony on at noon on 
July 12. This remains the single most 
important activity of Pride Week as it 
draws friends from all over the town 
and county. This is very important as 
it emphasizes the fact that inclusion 
is celebrated. However, we always 
emphasize that much work remains to 
be done and even as we are thankful 
for all we have accomplished, equal 
treatment is not yet ours to enjoy. 
Equal rights do not automatically 
translate into equal treatment. The 
Cumberland Pride Society is commit-

ted to organizing positive educational 
programs and bringing those to the 
attention of other community groups 
and into the Amherst schools. This 
is necessary so that eventually our 
children will grow into adults having 
a better understanding of diversity. 
Sue Reid, Society Chair has indicated 
a strong bond will be formed with the 
citizens of Cumberland County and 
the Town of Amherst. 

Summer also is a time when we 
travel to attend Pride celebrations 
elsewhere. I urge you to join other 
towns and cities in the Maritimes 
for their events. Take a look at their 
websites and see what event you 
would like to attend. It is important 
to support others in their efforts to 
make Pride a week to remember. 

On May 15 members of the Cum-

berland Pride Society and PFLAG 
met with Rev. Dr. Brent Hawkes 
at the Sackville United Church in 
New Brunswick. Brent is the senior 
minister of the Metropolitan Com-
munity Church in Toronto. He spoke 
of his life experiences and pointed 
to the fact work remains to be ac-
complished. About twenty people 
showed up for this get-together 
and dinner. It was an unforgettable 
experience. Brent was in Sackville to 
receive an honourary doctorate from 
Mount Allison University. I was at the 
Chancellor's Dinner with Eldon Hay 
and his wife Anne and witnessed the 
attention he received that evening. It 
was overwhelming for me personally 
as it was ample proof of how times 
have changed when a gay man can 
receive such an honour. Of course, 

he also has the Order of Canada, as 
does Eldon Hay. These honours are 
given in recognition of the work in 
equal rights for our community. In my 
70 years of life I never imagined this 
possible. In that sense it is a wonder-
ful tribute to the queer community. 

This July I will travel to Toronto to 
visit with my sons and granddaugh-
ters. At the same time I have been 
invited to speak at a meeting of the 
LGBTQ Seniors Group. It will also 
be the first time my son Chris will 
join me on a discussion panel about 
family, queer politics and our work in 
activism. Chris is the Queer Parent-
ing Program Coordinator at the 519 
Community Centre in Toronto. Just 

the two of us. It will be an unforget-
table experience. 

This is all from Amherst for this 
month. Continue checking out Way-
ves for further news from Cumber-
land and this border town. 



Gays and the Holocaust 
PUBLIC'S VIEW 

To the editor: 
As we approach Rememberance Day 

and pay tribute to the members of our 
armed forces, we stop and think about the 
freedoms and opportunities we now 
enjoy. 

These soldiers died so we may hopeful-
ly, at some point in time, see the result of 
their efforts and realize world peace. We 
must remember. · 

We also remember how the Jews and 
countless others suffered and died in con-
centration camps. The atrocities Hitler 
and the whole Nazi regime committed 
were not previously realized to such an 
extent. We must remember. 

Over the years, especially on this side 
of the Atlantic, it is not generally known 
how gay men were arrested, humiliated, 
tortured and finally put to death in con-
centration camps. 

Thousands upon thousands of gays 
suffered tremendously at the hands of the 
Nazis. It was the second largest group 
after the Jews to be executed in great 

numbers. 
It was an effort fo enhance the Aryan 

race and certain groups t>f people were in 
the way of success. Lesbians were also 
interred, but not put to death. However, 
they had to endure humility and some tor-
ture by the Nazis. As well, they were 
thought to be useful for "breeding" pur-
poses to add to the "pure" race Hitler had 
in mind. We must remember. 

Pink triangles were used to identify a 
gay man and lesbians were made to wear 
a black triangle. 

Today, these triangles remain part of 
the gay and lesbian culture. 

We are proud of our heritage and our 
culture. Therefore, I urge everyone to 
remember all people who perished during 
those dark days. 

Adolph Hitler started World War II, but 
he didn't win. We did, thanks to the men 
in uniform who fought and died. 

Our thoughts must also be with the 
millions who perished in concentration 
camps, regardless of race, sexual orienta-
tion, mental disorders or religious affilia-
tion. We must remember. 
, . A , ~-A _,,,. ,. Ger_ ard Veldhoven, · 
.J a.cJl:lV.,1.)!.11..e. uA /1A , : - '4t.1 Amherst, N.S. : 

o-d 2 s-: ¼k 
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Trinity-St. Stephen's 

to permit 
same-sex marriages 

· Congregation votes-75 per cent in favour 
BY DARRELL COLE 

AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - One of Amherst's 
largest and oldest churches has 
changed its mind on same-sex 
_marriages. 

The congregation at Trinity-
St. Stephen's United Church vot-
ed 75 per cent in favour of allow-
ing same-sex marriages to take 
place within the building, 
overturning a· 2002 vote that 
narrowly refused to allow it. 

"The country of Canada wel-
comes civil marriage for same-
sex couples. That's the way it has 
been since 2005;' said Ron Pat-
terson, a member of an ad hoc 
committee that brought forward 
the recommendation to a con-
gregational meeting following 
last Sunday's church service. 
"It's something that people have 
a lot of strong feelings about one 
way or the other, but we sup-
ported it because it's the right 
thing to do:' 

Patterson said his committee 
was put together two years ago 
to review the 2002 vote. That 
committee brought forward a 
recommendation to the church 
council in January and it passed 
with 80 per cent approval. 

While the church will be 
available for same-sex mar-
riages, Patterson said it doesn't 
mean the church's ministers will 
be forced to conduct them. 

Local gay rights activist Ger-
ard Veldhoven is applauding the 
move as progressive, saying the · 
Amherst church will be the only 
one between Sackville, N.B. and 
Truro that will perform same-
sex unions. 

While he doesn't expect a 
flood of couples to the altar, 
Veldhoven believes there are 
same-sex couples who will take 
advantage of the opportunity. 

"It goes to show what this 
community is like in how i_t's 
willing to embrace the GBLT 
community;' Veldhoven said. 
"It's one more big step in the 
right direction:' 

Veldhoven and his late part-
ner Norman Carter are believed 
to be the first legally married 
same-sex couple in the province. 
They were forced to have a jus-
tice of the peace perform the 
ceremony when they tied the 
knot in 2004. · 

He doesn't expect other 
churches in 'Amherst to chang~ 
anytime soon. 

"These things take time, but 
eventually these things come to 
pass and this is very good news," 
he said. · 

The United Church of Canada 
has permitted same-sex mar-
riages since 1984, but has left the 
final decision up to individual 
churches. 

dcole@amherstdaily.com 
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Health minister assures sexual orientation not 
an issue for people requiring long-term care 

BY OAI\RELL COLE 
AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - A local gay activist is 
relieved that sexual orientation 
will not be used against gays and 
lesbians when they need to live in 
nursing homes. 

Gerard Veldhoven, who along 
. with his spouse Norman Carter 
became several years ago the offi-
cially first married gay couple in 
Nova Scotia, has received assur-
ances from Health Minister Karen 
Casey that sexual orientation will 
not be used when people are 
requiring long-term care. 

"Existing long-term care facili-
ties are required to abide by the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms; the minister said in a 
letter tQ Veldhoven, who has writ-
ten the minister seeking assur-
ances on the issue. 

Th.ere are a lot of gays and lesbians that are very 
afraid of what's facing them when they can no 

longer live on their own. 
Gerard Veldhoven 

"The Charter contests that 
every individual is considered 
equal before and under the law 
and the right to equal protection 
and equal benefit of the law with-
out discrimination based on race, 
national or ethnic origin, colour, 
religion, sex, age or mental of 
physical disability.'' 

While the minister admits sex-
ual orientation is not specifically 
listed in the Charter, she said it's 
still a violation of the Charter to 
discriminate against someone for 
those reasons. Veldhoven said he 

has never had an issue with nurs-
ing homes in the Amherst and 
said his quality of care has been 
excellent at the Cumberland 
Regional Health Care Centre and 
in Halifax at the QEII, where he 
had heart surgery last year. 

"There are a lot of gays and les-
bians that are very afraid of what's 
facing them when they can no 
longer live on their own;• Veld-
hoven said. "They are very worried 
they'll be discriminated against'.' 

While nursing homes can't 
prevent a gay or lesbian couple 

from moving in, he is still con-
cerned how they'll be treated by 
staff and suggested that perhaps 
they could have some training on 
the needs of members of the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transsexual 
communities. 

Veldhoven said he's reassured 
by the minister's comments and 
feels it's now up to administrators 
to follow through with providing 
inclusi~e facilities. He feels that if 
care workers in hospitals, nursing 
homes and retirement homes are 
trained to cover the needs or 
those in the GLBT community 
there would not be a need for spe-
cial facilties for these people. 

"That fact is that all need to be 
aware of the differences; he said. 
"However, it is imperative inclu-
sion must be the goal; 

dcole@amherstdaily.com 



Fight Continues For 
Same Sex Parenting 

As we attempt to achieve the 
right to be married in Canada, it 
is extremely important to begin 
focusing on the children 
involved in the lives of gays and 
lesbian individuals an those of 
us live in a fully funttional, 
same-sex family situation. It 
seems a large number of people 
are not away of the fact, gays and 
lesbians do have children. I fully 
understand that most of society 
would not even contemplate the · 
idea we may be parents. Those of 
us who grew up in the 1940s and 
'50s are fully aware the pressure 
to be married and have a family 
was of prime concern. Being gay 
and lesbian, then, was inconse-
quential, as it was not discussed 
by our parents, nor was it spoken 
about in public. It did, of course, 
confuse our natural feelings of 
being attracted to people of the 
same sex and, therefore, we 
began living a lie, afraid of 
being talked about in a derogato-
ry manner, which was very com-
mon in those days. So, as we mar-
ried to members of the opposite 
sex, some of us also had children 
and we began the journey in life 
that would take us into the "nor-
mal" process that society and 
our families demanded and 
expected of us. Derogatory state-
ments are very much on vogue 
today, but I would suggest oppo-
nents of same-sex marriage are 
more vocal about it recently. In 
years past, it was whispered that 

a neighbour or a relative was 
queer, as an example. Today, it's 
openly discussed, and to the 
credit of the majority of gays 
and lesbians who are willing to 
be vocal, we are making great 
strides in obtaining equal rights. 
I must stress, we have a lot of 
work ahead in order to be legally 
married, and get equal opportu-
nity to be parents, if we so 
desire. In today's society, we have 
become very visible and, as a 
result, we are also very vocal in 
trying to secure our proper place 
in this country. As long as we 
have a positive attitude and keep 
up the fight;our equal rights will 
be in place, hopefully in sh~rt 
order. 

The notion gays and lesbi~ 
cannot be parents is, of course, a 
false image. If marriage is good 
for children, the children of 
same sex couples deserve the 
same support and protection as 
other children. Same sex couples 
can and do have children. 
Studies show those children do 
just as well, which is why the 
Canadian Psychological 
Association, The Canadian 
Association of Social Workers, 
the Ontario Association of 
Marriage and Family 
Therapists and the Family 
Services Association of Toronto, 
all support equal marriage. Love, 
commitment and caring are all 
ingredients for a good and suc-
cessful marriage. Children living 
in that environment will be total-
ly successful in their future, 
regardless if they are raised in a 
same sex marriage, or a so-called 
traditional marriage. The dis-
crimination of excluding gay 
and lesbian people should end. 
The time is now and we must 
work together to end this blatant 
discriminatory thinking. 
Intolerance has no place in a 
democracy and the time has 
come for all of us to live together 
in harmony, especially taking 
into consideration that our chil-
dren will be watching the 
progress we make as adults. 

I have lived in a same sex 
relationship for thirty years, and 
my partner, Norman Carter, has 

two· daughters, who as young 
teens until they were adults, 
lived with us. We gave them the 
love and guidance one would 
expect of a traditional family. 
They have children of their own 
and we know we have their love, 
without question. When the 
grandson comes to visit with a 
new friend, he always introduces 
us as his grandparents, Norman 
and Gerard. This illustrates the 
absolute normal thinking of 
today's young people, and so we 
are in a new era, which is now 
well on it's way to encompass all 
people of various backgrounds. 
This includes differences in reli-
gion, in colour, sexual orienta-
tion; people from different parts 
of the world. Everyone has and 
deserves a chance to enjoy equal-
ity in all its various forms. I have 
two sons, who lived with their 
mother as she had custody of 
them. They eventually moved 
away to Toronto, where they 
presently live. The oldest is gay 
and facilitates courses for gay 
men who would like to become 
fathers. This has been very suc-
cessful and continues to draw 
attention to the needs of gay men 
who desire to have and raise chil-
dren. My younger son is now 
married, bringing us again to 
the possibility of another grand-
child. As we get older. (now in 
our sixties) it seems more urgent 
to see this matter resolved. The 
fact we have a great grandchild 
is rather an indication of just 
how time marches on, and there 
is less time for us to fight for an 
end to discrimination. It is, how-
ever, attainable and hopefully we 
will see an end to this injustice 
within the next year or so. The 
majority of our close friends are 
heterosexual and they are confi-
dent the issue of same sex mar-
riage and gay parenting will 
soon be a reality. We have to con-
tinue to b~ vocal and consistent 
in our attempt to obtain these 
rights and in turn end the prac-
tice of treating us as second class 
citizens. Discrimination must 
end. 

Gerald Veldhoven 
Amherst, N.S. 



Senate must 
pass protection 

To The Editor: 
Many Canadians are not 

automatically protected 
under the Criminal Code of 
Canada. Also, many of us are 
not aware of that fact. 

Gays and lesbians had 
a long struggle to gain 

- protection, until 2003 when 
() a bill introduced by MP 
d Svend Robinson was passed 

--... in Parliament and sexual 
t"- orientation was included in 
'; the Criminal Code. 

Once again it has become 
\ ( . necessary to protect another 

marginalized group from 
discrimination. Members of 
the transgender community 
have endured endless 
discrimination, beatings, 

). murder and suicide as a 
means to an end of living in 

, constant fear. 
This extremely serious 

situation has been brought J to the forefront by MP 
Bill Siskay through the 
introduction of Bill C-389. 
The vast majority of 
Canadians do not understand 
and/ or are not aware of the 

)]' existence of transgender 
men and women. The issue 
is complex, but nevertheless j is a real part of Canadian 
society. 

To understand the life 
of a transsexual one must 
learn the definition of 
gender identity. This is a . 
person whose gender identity 
is different from his/her 
anatomical sex. This can 

be a person who switches 
their anatomical sex using 
reassignment surgery, 
hormone replacement 
therapy, electrolysis and 
other treatments. This is not 
a sexual orientation, but a 
matter of gender identity. 

Bill C-389 passed in the 
House of Commons, but 
by a slim margin. The vast 
majority of Conservative 
MPs voted against it, but the 
opposition parties managed 
to squeak it through with 
the assistance of only five 
Tories. The Senate will study 
the bill and vote on it soon. It 
is generally thought that the 
Senators will not pass it, as 
they likely believe everyone 
is automatically protected 
under the Criminal Code. 

Those of us who are 
members of the LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender) community will 
surely recall the days when 
we had no such protection 
and had to deal with 
outrageous circumstances in 
the courts and elsewhere. If 
the bill fades from becoming 
a reality, members of the 
transgender community 
will be left to fend on their 
own. A bitter-sweet victory 
that serves to do absolutely 
nothing, except raise the 

fears in those affected by this 
decision should it die in the 
Senate. 

Is this indicative of a fair 
and just society? Canada is 
one of a handful of countries 
where social change has been 
exemplary. On the world 
stage this country is one of 
the leaders in welcoming 
diversity, something the 
United States cannot claim. 
Therefore, let's include 
Bill C-389 as further proof 
Canadians care about 
the diversity of its fellow 
citizens and off er protection 
under the Criminal Code of 
Canada. 

Gerard Veldhoven, 
Amherst, N.S. 
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-PFLAG members to discuss GLBT 
parenting, grandparenting 

On . Monday, Jan. 24, · the 
Amherst/Sackville Chapter of PFLAG 

Canada will hold its first monthly meeting 
for 2011 at the Sackville United Church Par-
lours, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 

The guest for this meeting, Amherst resi-
dent Gerard Veldhoven, is an LGBT commu-
nity leader and activist. 

He helps co-ordinate activities for equal 
justice for members of the LGBT communi-
ty, and is presently involved with research 
and activism regarding equal treatment for 
LGBT seniors in Nova Scotia long-term care 
facilities. 

He is on the board of directors of the 
Northern Aids Connection Society and 
serves as community representative on the 
committee for · Restorative Justice in 
Amherst. 

Founder and past chair of the Cumber-
land Pride Society, he is presently writing his 
autobiography. 

Veldhoven will speak about GLBT parent-
ing and grandparenting. 

He will discuss the myths surrounding 
gay parenting and the importance of laying 
these fears to rest and how lives are enriched 
by embracing parenthood for members of 
the LGBT G_ommunity. 

PFLAG Canada is a nation-wide organi-
zation that deals with sexual orientation and 
gender identity issues from a family perspec-
tive, providing support, education and 
resources. 

If you are gay, lesbian, bisexual, t"ransgen-
der, transsexual, two-spirit, inter-sex, · queer 
or questioning {GLBTT2IQQ) or if you care 
about someone who is, you are welcome. 

The Amherst/Sackville chapter of PFLAG 
Canada normally meets every month on the 
fourth Monday night of each month in 
Sackville at the United Church Parlours. 

Everyone is warmly invited to attend all 
meetings. 

If you require further information, please 
email sacknb-amnspflagcanada.ca, or 
phone Janet Hammock or Marilyn Lerch at 
506-536-4245. 



Celebrating exemplary 
leadership 
To the Editor, 
ves, there's been a change in leader-
J_ ship in Cumberland Pride 

(Amherst Daily News, Aug. 26). What 
exemplary leadership that has been. 

Gerard Veldhoven cares about 
Canada. Not born here, he nonethe-
less works that Canada be a better, 
more equal, more inclusive country 
for all of us. 

Gerdfd knows what it's like to be gay. 
He has personally faced opposition, 
many times. He knows the difficulties 
that gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, 
two spirit folk face. He understands the 
temptation to pass, to go along, not to 
confront. Gerard has blessedly not 
yielded to this temptation. 

In his own life and witness, in his 
public wedding to Norman Carter, in 
his speaking and writing and advo-
cating, Gerard continues to be a 
model and mentor to many in the 
community. 

Finally, he has helped forge a 
community to sustain his efforts. 
Susan Reid is admirably suited to car-
ry on the challenge. 

Eldon Hoy, Sockvil/e 
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proponent 
critical of 
archbishop 
BY DARRELL COLE 

Amherst DailyNews 

AMHERST - Church leaders do not 
have the authority to change human 
rights laws as they see fi( says a 
prominent gay rights advocate. 

In a strongly . worded letter to 
Archbishop Terence Prendergast, 
Gerard Veldhoven said it's up to the 
population at large to change the 
laws of the land through the democ-
ratic process. · · . 

"It is regretful our religious lead-
ers do not respect the democratic 
process. On the contracy, they seem 
to want to squash us, with no re-
morse whatsoever," Veldhoven said 
in his letter. 

. "Canadians nave spoken onthe 
issue of same-gender'marriageand 
the majority is very much in fayoUl' 
of equal civil marriage. The Roman 
Catholic Church shall not succeed 
in its attempt to change the minds of 
Canadians." 

Veldhoven, whose · November 
2004 marriage to Norman Carter is 
believed to be the first legal same-
sex wedding in the province, is tak-
ing offence to a recent insert froni 
the archbishop that appeared ili 
Catholic church bulletins in various 
parts of the province. 

With Prime Minister Ste1.>hen 
Harper promising a free vote hr the 
House of Commons as early as this 
fall, the archbishop is urging 
church members to make their feeh 
ings known to their Memberof Par: 
liament.· . 
, He feels the church must stay out 
of state business and leave"govern~ 
ing up to the government. 

Veldhoven is proud of how far 
the gay rights movement has come 
and points out that civil marriages 
are part of a new era and must be 
tinkered with by those who oppose 
them. 

"This is a human rights issue 
and one would think the churches · 
would be delighted in the progress 
we have made," he said. "It seems 
not.to be the case ... Discrimination 
against gays and lesbians must 
end." 

. ' 
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Having the right to 'be' 
the 1950s to the late 1990s, agents of 
the state spied on, interrogated and 
harass.ed gays and lesbians in Cana-
da as threats to society and enemies 
of the state. 

Though women were given the 
right to vote federally in 1918, it 

was not until October 1929 that 
women in Canada were official\y 
deemed to be "persons." Nellie 
McClung and four other women 
began their quest for personhood 
status for females in 1927, and two 
years later the Judicial Committee 
ruled women were actually persons. 

Because they have been margin-
alized, women tend to be active 
supporters of those who have faced 
discrimination in society. It was 
mainly through the efforts of suffra-

Perspectives 
Shidey J!oll£e 

People other than heterosexual in 
some countries face imprisonment, 
and even death for being who they 
are. Sadly, some of the most extreme 
acts of bigotry come from those who 
profess to be religious, be it Islam, 
Christianity or Judaism. 

There have been recent stories of 
gay-bashings, resulting in injury and 

gettes that those of African descent gained 
their freedom in the United States, though it 
would be many years before females had the 
right to vote or before married women could 
own property. 

Women in England, Canada, and the Unit-
ed States were jailed in response to their 
efforts to gain rights. Some women had a long 
wait before placing their mark on a ballot. 
Women in Quebec couldn't vote until 1940, 
and it was not until 1960 that aboriginal 
women got the vote. 

Women, African-Americans, African-Cana-
dians, aboriginal people, and people from oth-
er cultures have stories to tell about discrimi-
nation. Much has been done, but much needs 
to be done since there are still many forms of 
discrimination impacting on many groups. 

Gerard Veldhoven recently spoke to the 
Amherst and Area Zonta Club about his expe-
riences as a gay man. The topic ofliis talk was 
"Equal Treatment in a Just Society'.' There is 
legal equality for gays, lesbians, and bisexuals 
in Canada. However, research done by authors 
Gary Kinsman and Robin Metcalfe shows from 

death. Veldhoven found there are 
eight countries where gays and lesbians are 
put to death, and 78 countries where they may 
be imprisoned anywhere from five years to life. 
It was not until Pierre TrudeaU-became prime 
minister that a law was passed decriminaliz-
ing homosexuality in Canada. 

Veldhoven notes sexual orientation, and 
the variances, is still very misunderstood. He 
feels strongly that early education is necessary 
to counteract negative stereotypes. Early ado-
lescence is the time when most individuals 
become aware of their sexual preference. 

When full support of friends, family, and 
society is lacking, there are four times the 
number of suicides of homosexual teens com-
pared to heterosexual teens. 

As a woman, I am very happy McClung and 
friends were able to make sure I am consid-
ered to be a "person~ Veldhoven pointed to· a 
song which ends with the line, "Hey world, I 
am what I am'.' It is the right of all people to 
simply "be'.' 

Shirley Hailee's column runs every other week 
in the Amherst Daily News. 



I Am What I 
Amherst 
By Gerard Veldhoven 
Another year coming to an end. The 
queer community is now ready to 
celebrate the holidays with special 
events. The Amherst area is no ex-
ception and as usual the Cumberland 
Pride Society has organized the annu-
al Holiday Gay-La Dinner and Dance 
on Saturday, December 19. Anyone 
wishing to attend may purchase 
tickets by contacting Lisa Hill-Power 
at cumberlandpride@hotmail.com 
or by calling (902) 660-5143. Tickets 
are $20.00 per person and must be 
purchased by December 12. This 
event always draws a great crowd and 
is open to members of the Society, 
their families, and friends from the 
queer and straight community. 

I must begin by acknowledging 
all the people involved in planning, 
organizing and bringing to fruition 
all the events that succeeded in mak-
ing the GLBTTQ community in this 
part of Nova Scotia more visible, and 
indeed place a permanent stamp on 
this area of Nova Scotia. The fantas-
tic work by these dedicated members 
of the Cumberland Pride Society will 
be appreciated for all time. Quite an 
accomplishment for a group that saw 
its beginnings only three years ago, in 
my opinion. 

Amherst and area had some pio-
neers determined to make a differ-
ence. The first couple to openly live 
together, bringing up two children, 
was a first in this north-western part 
of Nova Scotia. That couple-was 
Norman Carter and me-and that 
dates back to 1975. It was the talk 
of the town. Norman and I set up 
the first business here in 1978 that 
was referred to in the earlier days as 
"the business run by two fruits." We 
actually became quite accustomed to 
that. As the years went by, the whole 
town was quite aware of this "first," 
and as I became more involved as 
an activist people looked for more 
information as to what would happen 
next. I was constantly battling with 
MP Bill Casey and others, challeng-
ing the various churches to conduct 
same-sex marriages. The list goes on. 
On October 16, 2004 Norman and I 
were married in what turned out to 

be the first public legal same-sex mar-
riage performed in Atlantic Canada. 
Another first for Amherst. CTV and 
CBC made certain it was recorded as 
historical. So you see, even a small 
community also is able to boast some 
firsts in queer history. 

The town folk have been very 
supportive for the most part. Let's 
not forget Mayor Jerry Hallee and 
now Mayor Rob Small, the council of 
the town of Amherst and CAO Greg 
Herrett. So far, it has been a blast! 

Personally, it has been a year of 
many rewards. As I stepped down 
as Chair of the Cumberland Society, 
it became apparent to me that the 
society has grown and has expanded 
its scope of activities and events. Of 
course, our own Pride Week must be 
the most obvious event, illustrating 
the commencement of growth of the 
queer society in this area. It has blos-
somed into a full-fledged company of 
citizens proud of who they are and 
what they represent. I must mention 
that I do feel somewhat proud that 
I founded Cumberland Pride, and 
additionally that it still exists and is 
growing under the new leadership 
of Susan Reid. Susan has promised 
great plans for further growth. Of 
course, many have been involved in 
its success. 

This year I was honoured to be 
nominated for the Order of Nova 
Scotia. Even though I was not chosen 
to receive this high honour, I was 
nevertheless overwhelmed by the 
fact that my brothers and sisters in 
the queer and straight communities 
were so kind. I was indeed honoured 
and humbled by this effort and I shall 
treasure it always. 

As I write my autobiography and 
being involved in a study regarding 
senior GLBTTQ members in long-
term care facilities, I remain busy with 
a definite purpose in mind. That pur-
pose is to assist in establishing goals 
that in time will bring together all who 
treasure equal treatment. That is an 
arduous task, but Amherstonians are 
well on their way to recognizing we 
are all the same. 

Anyone wishing to attend a meeting 
of the Cumberland Pride Society can 

contact cumberlandpride@hotmail. 
com or call our secretary, Lisa, at 
(902) 660-5143. Meetings are held 
the third Monday of the month 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Trinity Room, Heartz Hall, Trinity 
St.Stephen United Church, Ratchford 
Street, Amherst. 

This is all for now from Amherst 
and I wish you all the happiest of 
holidays. Till next year! 
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Most will surely admit that the sum-
mer activities were great, but similarly 
it is time for a bit of a break. In 
this part of Nova Scotia we tend to 
fall apart a bit until we pull up our 
bootstraps again and go for the next 
round. Memories of successful Pride 
celebrations linger in our minds and 
will remain there for some time. The 
queer folk at Cumberland Pride are 
already making plans for activities for 
the fall and the December holiday 

I Am What I Amherst 
Still Not There Yet 
season. However, aside from our 
regular monthly meetings, bowling 
night and plans to adopt a positive 
educational program, the executive 
is not quite ready for any major an-
nouncements. 

Ten members from Cumberland 
Pride took part in the River of Pride 
Parade in Moncton on August 22. We 
decided thai: we take part each year 
and this was the fourth year we had 
entries. Two members, Danny and 
Sandy carried our banner, followed 
by our huge Pride flag carried by 
Chris, Carrie, Chrystal and me. This 
was followed by a sports car driven by 
Debbie and containing our favourite 
drag queen, Miss Roxy Dior. Sheila 
carried one of our mascots, Fred, as 
his mom was busy doing other things. 

The previous Monday I attended 
the flag raising ceremony at Moncton 
City Hall, followed by a delicious 

lunch. After lunch we heard fro_m 
guest speaker Helen Kennedy, the 
Executive Director of Egale Canada. 
A fiery presenter a_nd extremely 
knowledgeable, she brought home 
the agonizing truths that exist, not 
only in many parts of the world, but 
in Canada, as unequal treatment and 
utter discrimination are rampant. 
Homophobia is alive and well in our 
own backyards. Turn on the radio, 
watch TV newscasts and read your 
favourite newspaper and you will 
experience dreadful happenings on a 
daily basis. It is great to have official 
equal rights in all their forms, but the 
queer community has plenty to worry 
about, here and abroad. 

I think we tend to sit idly by in 
our individual communities and so 
become a bit relaxed about everyday 
wrongs committed by those that just 
choose to conveniently forget that 

equal rights and treatment are indeed 
ours to have. We hear of Stephen 
H arper and his cronies constantly 
nibbling at the edges of equality by 
deleting items such as the flap over 
the recent changes to the immigra-
tion booklet. We all remember the 
elimination of funds for the Toronto 
Pride Parade. The fact millions of 
dollars are spent each year benefiting 
the local economy has no bearing on 
the Harper agenda. The Conserva-
tive government has a lot to answer 
for and we shall never experience 
an apology for their actions. Also 
remember women's groups have lost 
support from the Harper govern-
ment. So, even as we contemplate 
the reactions from some homo-
phobes right here in Amherst, Truro, 
Halifax, Moncton, Charlottetown or 
anywhere else, we must consider the 
whole picture and speak out against 

/ 

the unjust treatment afforded many 
in the queer communities around us. 

On a more upbeat note, I made 
a presentation to the Senior LGBT 
Group in Toronto on July 19. This 
event made me more aware of the 
differences in various areas of our 
country. One such difference is the 
availability of support groups that 
places such as Toronto have to offer. 
The LGBTTQ and queer community 
in Toronto faces the same challenges 
as in other smaller places. 

This is it from Amherst for now. 
There's always more to come from 
this queer community. Just keep in 
mind these words from the intolerant 
Pope Benedict XVI: "Gay marriage is 
one of the most insidious and danger-
ous challenges to society." 
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New GlasgOw flies rainbow 'flag during 
Olympics as a symbol of respect for all 

Gerard Veld-
hoven of the 
Pictou County 
Rainbow 
Community gives 
the thumbs-up 
sign to the Town 
of New Glasgow 
for flying the 
rainbow flag. 
(Submitted photo) 

NEW GLASGOW - The 
Town of New Glasgow will 
fly the rainbow flag for the 
remainder of the Sochi 2014 
Olympics. 

Gerard Veldhoven, on 
behalf of the Pictou County 
Rainbow Community, made 
the request recently to New 
Glasgow. 

New Glasgow Mayor 
Barrie MacMillan says, "We 
are more than pleased to fly 
the Rainbow flag during the 
Olympics as a gesture of sup-
port for fostering an inclusive 
community. We believe in 
respect and dignity for all and 
this is an important symbolic 
gesture and an opportunity to 
communicate our values as a 
community. Equality for all is 
an essential part of what we 
stand for as a town and as 
Canadians." 

Veldhoven adds, "The 
Winter Olympics in Sochi, 
Russia has many concerned, 
not only about safety issues, 
but also human rights abuses 
for members of the gay com-
munity. Gay athletes, visitors 
to the games and those sup-
porting equal rights, equal 
treatment, equal opportunity 
and equal access are con-

cerned about the future of our 
gay brothers and sisters who 
deserve to be treated with 
respect, dignity and to live in 
peace. 

"For this reason, I respect-
fully requested , the Town of 
New Glasgow to raise the 
rainbow flag for the duration 
of the Sochi Games in a show 
of support to the human rights 
issues that face the Russian 
gay community on a daily 
):,asis." 

New Glasgow Councillor 
Henderson Paris, chairman of 
New Glasgow's Action Plan 
to Address Racism and 
Discrimination adds, "By fly-
ing the rainbow flag we are 
demonstrating that we are 
supportive of all members of 
our community. Our man-
date as a Committee .under 
the UNESCO umbrella is that 
equal rights, basic human 
rights, as well as dignity, 
respect and just treatment for 
all people of our society are 
upheld and enforced every-
where. The Olympic Games 
should be bringing the world 
together in the true spirit of 
camaraderie, competitiveness, 
unity and representing your 
country." 



Paul LeBlanc (left) of Moncton's River of Pride and retired United Church minister Rev. Eldon Hay of Sackville, N.B., were among those celebrating the kickoff of 
Cumberland Pride Week in Amherst on Monday. Darrell Cole - Amherst Daily News 

Cumberland Pride Week begins 
BY DARRELL Cot£ 

AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - There was a time when 
celebrating gay pride in Amherst 
would never have happened, but 
a large crowd was on hand Mon-
day to show how much times 
have changed. 

Close to 100 people witnessed 
a flag-raising ceremony at 
Amherst town hall to kick off 
Cumberland Pride Week celebra-
tions in the community, and 
while attitudes have changed 
toward the gay and lesbian com-
munity, participants admitted 
there's still much work to be done 
before there's true equality. 

"The town fathers have been 
extremely positive in their 
approach to the gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and trans-gendered citi-
zens of this community," Gerard 
Veldhoven of Cumberland Pride 
said during the ceremony. "In 
doing so, a message goes out to 

those who remain in the dark 
that it's OK to be gay or lesbian:' 

Veldhoven said Amherst resi-
dents can be proud of the fact the 
community celebrates inclusion 
for residents no matter their sex-
ual orientation and he said flying 
the pride flag is a celebration of 
diversity in the community and 
across Cumberland County. 

Still, he added, while it's a 
time to celebrate, there's more to 
do. 

"The rights and opportunities 
that have been afforded through 
changes in legislation and pro-
tection in the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms are ours to have 
regardless of sexual orientation;' 
he said, adding equal treatment 
remains an issue. "We must be 
vigilant and stay the course in 
order to end discriminatory atti-
tudes~ 

Mel Power, who attended the 
event with her wife Lisa Hill-
Power and daughters Teresa Hill 

and Aimee Cooper, is thrilled 
with the opportunity to cele-
brate. 

"This is fantastic, the fact 
there are so many people in the 
community willing to support 
Cumberland Pride and Gerard's 
hard work;' she said. ''.Attitudes 
are definitely changing. I come 
from a small town and living here 
the last year or so has been a real 
eye-opener about how much atti-
tudes have changed in the last 
five years'.' 

Power said the week should 
help raise awareness that gays 
and lesbians are everyday people 
who pay their taxes and raise 
their families. 

Mayor Rob Small said Gay 
Pride Week is not only significant 
in the gay and lesbian communi-
ty. 

'Tm proud to be here to par-
ticipate in this event because I 
am one who believes in equality 
for all;' the mayor said. "Without 

that Canada would not be where 
it is today, one of the best coun-
tries in which to live in the 
world'.' 

Cumberland North MLA Bri-
an Skabar said there have been 
many positive changes in atti-
tudes over the years when it 
comes to equality and suggested 
Gay Pride Week is just an exam-
ple of how awareness has 
improved. 

"There was a time when a 
week like this would have raised 
the eyebrows of the citizenry or 
even worse than that. That 
wasn't so long ago," Skabar said. 
"Here we are today with a big 
crowd at town hall celebrating an 
event like this. That's something 
to be proud of.' 

Joining members of Cumber-
land Gay Pride were representa-
tives from River of Pride in Monc-
ton. 

dcole@amherstdaily.com 
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Pride community 
hosting week of events 

THE NEWS 

Gerard Veldhoven has seen a lot 
of change when it comes to soci-
ety's view on issues affecting the 
LGBTQ community. But he doesn't 
believe he'll ever see a true end to 
discrimination in his lifetime. 

It's for both of those reasons he 
believes it's important to recog-
nized Pride week, which will be 
celebrated in Pictou County July 9 
to 15. 

As part of New Glasgow Race 
Relations and Anti-Discrimin-
ation Committee, Veldhoven 
helped organize the flag raising 
that is scheduled to take place 
near Glasgow Square (noon on 
July 9}. It's the kickoff to a week 
of events promoting Pride in 
Pictou County. Guest speakers 
will include Member of Parlia-
ment Sean Fraser, New Glasgow 
Mayor Nancy Dicks and Pictou 
Centre MLA Pat Dunn, as well as 
a representative from Amnesty 
International, who will talk about 
issues affecting the LGBTQ com-
munity around the world, and 
Josiah MacDonald, who will talk 
about issues affecting the trans-
gender community. 

The flag raising will be followed 
by a week of events being organ-
ized by Pictou County Pride. 

"It should be a lot of fun," Veld-
hoven said. "There's something 
on every day." 

He believes it's a good op-
portunity to celebrate what the 
Pride community has accom-
plished over the years, including 
obtaining the right to same sex 
marriage and spousal benefits. 

But he said it's also a time to 
address the areas that need to 
be improved including the dis-
crimination and violence still 
seen in many parts of the world 

"That's something to be con-
cerned about. We have to bring it 
all to the forefront," he said. "It's 
an ongoing struggle." 

Joy Polley is a member of the 
Pictou County Rainbow Com-
munity Association and is organ-
izing events that will be taking 
place throughout the week. She 
said it's encouraging to see how 
far the community has come. 

"The fact that we can even hold 
these events is amazing, given 
the history," she said. "We need 
to celebrate that we do have this 
freedom." 

She said she hopes the events 
planned will be of particular help 
to youth who may find it difficult 
to come out. 

"We really want our commun-
ity to know where they can be 
safe and be themselves." 

For a complete listing of Pride 
Week events planned for Pic-
tou County, visit Pictou County 
PRIDE's Facebook page. 
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Pride week launched with flag-raising ceremony 
BY AMY MACKENZIE 

THE NEWS 

NEW GLASGOW - A week of celebrating 
. the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-

der (LGBT) community is underway 
in Pictou County after Pride Week 
was launched with a flag raising cer-
emony in downtown New Glasgow. 

Stevi Gerrior, a member of the 
local LGBT community, said while 
she struggled to come out in Pictou 
County, she is happy to see the 
region showing acceptance and sup-
port through Pride Week activities 
including the flag raising ceremony 
held Monday. 

"We're not where we need to be 
just yet, but days like today show 
that we're on the right path; Gerrior 
said. 

MLA Ross Landry, who is also the 
minister responsible for human 
rights, said it's important that the 
government understand the chal-
lenges of all people. 

"It's not too many years ago that I 
doubt we would have had this event. 
It goes to the leadership within the 
community coming together and 
the voices in the community who 
speak up and speak out and be loud 
about what they're asking for;' 
Landry said. 

Also speaking at the event was 
Mayor of New Glasgow, Barrie 
MacMillan, who said the Town of 
New Glasgow is proud to host Pride 
Week activities. 

"We want to be a community that 
is inclusive and has respect for all;' 
he said. 

"We have many more miles to go, 
but New Glasgow's journey is well 
underway:' 

Local singer songwriter Shaun 
McLean sang a song for the crowd, 
during which a flash mob, organized 
by Miss Carla's Dance Studio, broke 
·out among the crowd. 

MLA for Pictou East Clarrie-
MacKinnon said at the last pride 
flag raising ceremony in Pictou 

Gerard Veldhoven speaks at a flag raising ceremony in New Glasgow to kick off Pride Week. INSET: A flash mob from a 1ocal dance studio performed a dance during the Pride 
Week opening ceremonies. AMY MACKENZIE -THE NEWS 

County, held about five years ago, 
only a handful of people showed up, 
much different than the crowd of 
about 50 who showed up for Mon-
day's event. 

"We will succeed in having the 
kind of equality that we want here in 
this county and in this province; 
MacKinnon said. 

Transgender activist Jess Mac-
Donald said this past year has been 
an important one for the transgen-
der community and he encouraged 
the LGBT community to be proud of 
who they are. 

"Here's to being special in Pictou 
County; MacDonald said. 

MacMillan, Trenton Mayor Glen 

MacKinnon and Gerard Veldhoven, 
a longtime activist for the LGBT 
community, signed a Pride Week 
Proclamation at the ceremony. 

Veldhoven, who hosted the cere-
mony, said in his op-en1ng state-
ments that he has felt the support of 
the community in Pictou County 
and expressed sympathies to those 

in the LGBT community living in 
countries where they are not accept-
ed. The ceremony's dignitaries gath-
ered in front of the Pride flag as 
Veldhoven raised it and the crowd 
cheered. 

amackenzie@ngnews.ca 
On Twitter: @NGNewsAmy 
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Planning begins for Pride Week 
in Amherst 

BY DARRELL COLE 
AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - For gay rights advocates, the light 
is at the end of the tunnel, but the road there 
remains a long one. 

Cumberland Pride is busy preparing for 
its second Gay Pride Week celebration in 
Amherst, with events scheduled from July 6-
12 including the raising of the Pride Flag at 
Amherst town hall, a parenting workshop, 
dinner and dance, and family barbecue. 

"It's important that we gather to celebrate 
gay pride and continue to push for equality," 
Gerard Veldhoven of Cumberland Pride said. 
"We have come a long way over the years, but 
we can't rest easy because there's still a long 
way to go before there's true equality." 

Along the with the flag-raising ceremony 
at town hall July 6 at noon - which will 
include Cumberland North MLA Brian 
Skabar and Amherst and Area Chamber of 
Commerce president David McNairn - Veld-
hoven's son, Chris, will lead a parenting 
workshop for gay and lesbian parents, their 
children and prospective parents at Trinity-

St. Stephen's United Church Heartz Hall on 
July 11 from 1:30 to 4 p.m. 

Chris Veldhoven is the queer programs 
co-ordinator for Children and Family Servic-
es at the 519 Community Centre in Toronto. 
He has designed and taught several courses 
on gay and lesbian parenting and made pre-
sentations on the issue to audiences in 
Philadelphia, Toronto, Halifax and Vancou-
ver. 

The workshop will explore the experi-
ences and the needs of gay and lesbian par-
ents and look at community beliefs. It will 
also provide a forum for families, community 
members and service providers to discuss 
what's going on in the Maritimes. 

To pre-register for the workshop, contact 
Gerard Veldhoven at 660-5004 or cumber-
landpride@hotmail.com before June 30. 

Other events during Pride Week include a 
dinner and dance at the Old Warehouse Cafe 
on July 11, and a Pride barbecue and family 
picnic at Northport Provincial Park on July 12 
at 11 a.m. 

dcole@amherstdaily.com 
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Amherst raises pride flag 
'Never in my 67 years 
did I think that 
I would see this day' 
By TOM McCOAG 
Amherst Bureau 

AMHERST - Gerard Veldhoven shed 
tears of joy as the Rainbow flag, the gay 
movement's symbol of diversity and 
equal rights, was raised in front of Am-
herst town hall Monday. 

"It's an extremely historic day;" Mr. 
Veldhoven said moments before he 
pulled the rope that raised the flag. 

"Never in all ofmy 67 years did I think 
that I would see this day because change 
and acceptance has been so slow in com-
ing." 

The chairman of Cumberland Pride 
was proud of his community for erect-
ing the flag without the controversy 
that dogged Truro town council after it 
refused to raise the flag last summer. 
That community has since agreed to 
raise the flag. 

"The mayor, councillors and staff at 
Amherst town hall have been very sup-
portive of our efforts to raise the flag 
here," Mr. Veldhoven said. "It's wonder-
ful to know that we live in such an un-
derstanding community." 

People in the town have accepted Mr. 
Veldhoven and his partner, Norman 
Carter, since they came out 34 years ago. 

"Back then, it was rather scary. We 
didn't think we'd be accepted as a cou-
ple, but to our surprise the community 
took it quite well," Mr. Veldhoven said. 

"That's right, the heckles and jeckles 
and the nasty phone calls we expected to 
get never happened," Mr. Carter inter-
jected. 

The couple were the first in the Mar-
itimes to be officially married four 
years ago and the flag raising is just an-
other step in society's recognition of 
gays and lesbians as equals, the two 
said. 

Amherst Mayor Jerry Hallee, after 
helping 'to raise the flag, read a procla-
mation declaring the upcoming week 
Gay Pride week in Amherst to a small 
crowd of about 50 people who came to 
the event. 

The week will include a dance, a pic-
nic and a forum on advancing a positive 
relationship between Cumberland 
County's gay and straight communi-
ties. The forum will be held July 12. 

Gerard Veldhoven, president of Cumberland Pride, and Amherst Mayor Jerry Hallee 
raise the Rainbow flag in front of Amherst town hall Monday. It was the first ceremony 
of its kind in the town. (TOM McCOAG I Amherst Bureau) 

One of those attending the flag rais-
ing was Eldon Hay. 

He couldn't wait to shake hands with 
the mayor and tell him how proud he 
was of the community. 

"I'm a straight person, but I believe 
that having this flag raised in a small 

town like this is fantastic," Mr. Hay 
said. 

"It shows that people are finally un-
derstanding that all people, no matter 
the colour of their skin, their religion or 
their sexual orientation, are equal." 

(tmccoag@heraldca) 



Amherst raises flag with pride 
BY RA.ISSA TETANISH 
AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - He may have had a 
warm feeling about raising the 
gay pride flag in front of the town, 
but Gerard Veldhoven was still 
nervous as to how the day would 
unfold. 

"When I saw all those people 
milling around, I did get nervous, 
but the flag raising was some-
thing else. We got great support 
from the town," Veldhoven said 
following the Town of Amherst's 
first ceremony to fly the flag and 
proclaim this week as Gay Pride 
Week in Amherst 

With support from Mayor Jerry 
Hallee, Veldhoven raised the flag 
in front of more than 50 specta-

• tors. Veldhoven says he actually 
had tears in his eyes as it was 
raised up the flagpole. 

"I was so proud at that 
moment. It was a great start to 
Pride Week for us. 

"I get so overwhelmed at 
events like this, especially if it's 
successful and warm, such as this 
one." 

Cumberland Pride, a group 
Veldhoven chairs, submitted an 
application to have the flag flown 
in celebration of the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender com-
munities and were approved with 
no hesitation. The application 
came after a controversial deci-

1 sion by Truro not to fly the flag in 
its community. 

During the ceremony, Hallee 
also signed the proclamation 
regarding Gay Pride Week. which 
Veldhoven's partner, Norman 
Carter, read to the crowd. 

Throughout the week. Cum-
" erland Pride has many events 

(From left) Nonnan Carter, Amherst Mayor Jerry Hallee and Cumberland Pride 
chainnan Gerard Veldhoven pose in front of the gay pride flag, raised Monday as 
part of the town's inaugural Pride Week celebrations. Raissa Tetanish - Amherst 
Dai ly News 

scheduled, including an open 
panel discussion Saturday after-
noon. 

In the evening, residents in the 
community are invited to a dance 
upstairs at the Old Warehouse 
Cafe, and the week will conclude 
with a family picnic on Sunday at 

Northport Provincial Park begin-
ning at 11 a.m. 

"If the flag-raising ceremony is 
any indication, the rest of the 
week will go over well~ said Veld-
hoven. 

rtetanish@amherstdaily.com 



Amherst Says ''Yes'' 
By Gerard Veldhoven, Chair, 
Cumberland Pride Amherst says "yes" to Pride 

Week and the raising of 
the Pride Flag next year. 

Town CEO, Greg Berrett, who 
is in charge of such requests, 
told the Amherst Daily News 
that he will approve it as soon 
as Cumberland Pride formally 
hands in a request. In an inter-
view I was asked about making 
such a request to the town after 
the unfortunate Truro incident. 
Of course, the time is right 
and I have been to the town 
office to pick up the papers in-
dicating the proper procedures. 

Cumberland Pride will be in-
volved with other Pride groups for 
celebrations in their respective ar-
eas. Amherst has not been involved 
with such celebrations, and now 
we are in the position to organize 
the activities associated with Pride 
Week. This means everyone has to 
band together to make certain this 
will be a resounding success. 

Amherst and indeed Cumber-
land County will see a change 
in how the public will view the 
advancements of the Queer com-
munity. This will be an exciting 
initiation of yearly events marking 
equality in our community. Stay 
tuned for future announcements. 



Showing pride in 
the community 

BY RAISSA TEL\NISH 
AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - Two years ago, Gerard 
Veldhoven never dreamed the 
pride group he chairs would be 
where it's at today, and he espe-
cially didn't think it would be 
hosting its first pride week so 
soon. 

"Ever since we started Cum-
berland Pride two years ago this 
has been on our minds, but we 

, never thought it would be so 
soon. We thought it would take 
more preparations, but we felt we 
were ready to do it," Veldhoven 
s.aid regarding gay pride week cel-
ebrations coming up in Amherst 
in July. 

'Tm not sure how it will turn 
out, but I feel very confident." 

To kick off gay pride week (July 
7-13), the Town of Amherst will 
host a flag raising ceremony of 
the rainbowed flag at 12:30 p.m. 
July 7 at town hall. 

"The town has been so sup-
portive, from town manager Greg 
Herrett to town council. 

"The flag raising is very impor-
tant to me because it's a celebra-
tion. This is the first time in 
Amherst, that's why I'm so excited 
about it." 

During the days following the 
ceremonious flag raise, Cumber-
land Pride has various events 
planned, all of which are open to 
the public. Veldhoven says plans 
are in the works for a visit to Live 
Bait Theatre for a play, as well as a 
walk through the bird sanctuary. 

The biggest event, and possi-
bly most important, could be the 
Saturday afternoon public forum 
at Heartz Hall. 

From 1:30 to 4 p.m. five mem-
bers of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender (GLBT) communities 
will participate in a forum titled 
After Decades of Change, Where 
Are We Headed and What Does a 
Gay-Straight Alliance Mean To The 

Community At Large? Participants 
will include Amherst's own Corey 
Hunter, Eldon Haye from neigh-
bouring Sackville, N.B., the execu-
tive director of PFLAG Canada 
Cherrie MacDonald, Greg Dabom 
and j. wallace, a gay-straight 
alliance co-ordinator from Toron-
to. Geoff deGannes will moderate 
the forum. 

Saturday evening will see a 
pride dance upstairs at the Old 
Warehouse Cafe at 8 p.m. 

At Northport Provincial Park 
on Sunday, Cumberland Pride 
will be hosting a family barbecue 
and picnic beginning at 11 a.m. 
Local grocery stores have donat-
ed supplies to the event, but Veld-
hoven says it wouldn't hurt for 
visitors to bring something extra. 

"I can't believe the generosity 
of the merchants in town. We've 
even had private donations," 
added Veldhoven. 

rtetanish@amherstdaily.com 
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Change in leadership at 
Cumberland Pride 

Reid replaces 
Veldhoven as chair 

BY DARRELL COLE 
AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - Three years after founding 
a group for Cumberland County's gay 
and lesbian community, its only chair-
person is stepping aside. 

Gerard Veldhoven confirmed last 
week he has stepped aside as chair of 
Cumberland Pride to work on a num-
ber of other issues, including writing 
his autobiography and continuing to 
work on gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender rights within Nova Scotia 
nursing homes. 

"Sometimes change is good. I feel I 
have taken the organization as far as I 
could over the last three years and it's 
time for someone else; Veldhoven said. 

Veldhoven is pleased with the 
progress that has been made over a 
short period. He'd like to see more 
education programs in the schools 
and in the community to promote 
awareness and understanding. 

Susan Reid is taking over as the 
chair. Veldhoven will remain on as the 
vice-chair. 

"I'm very excited. It's a growing 
group," Reid said. "My mandate and 
my vision is to take it to the next level, 
to make it more active and have a 
higher profile~ 

Reid said Cumberland Pride has 
grown by leaps and bounds over the 
last three years, as evidenced by Cum-
berland Pride Week festivities earlier 
this summer. She sees the organiza-
tion becoming more proactive in the 
community and holding more public 
events, and opening up its meetings to 
as many people as possible. 

Gerald Veldhoven has stepped aside as chairperson of Cumberland Pride, three years after 
forming the society for the county's gay and lesbian community. File 

''I'd like to be able to do a little more 
with our youth;' she said. "Let's face it, 
there are a lot of youth in our society 
that are there, but are they hiding or 
are they afraid. We want to make a very, 
warm comfortable society that they'll 
feel good about coming to~ 

Reid credited Veldhoven for helping 
make Amherst a GBLT-friendly com-
munity. And while there's still a way to 
go before there's true equality, she feels 
substantial steps have been taken. 

Veldhoven has been active over the 
last year or so talking to nursing 
homes across the province and lobby-

ing the provincial government to 
enforce equal access and equal treat-
ment for the GBLT community. 

"I've been in touch with over 100 
nursing homes already and I'll be talk-
ing to members of the GBLT commu-
nity, especially seniors but also youth, 
to see what they need when it comes 
to long-term care," he said. 

Norman Carter will remain with 
the organization as treasurer and Lisa 
Hill-Power is the secretary. The next 
annual general meeting is in March. 

dcole@amherstdaily.com 



YOU S44D IT 
"The lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transsexual, transgendered 
and queer community in 
Toronto face the same chal-
lenges as the LGBTTQ com-
munity here in Amherst." 
Chris Veldhoven ofToronto's The 579 
Community Centtt's Queer Parenting 
Programs, speaking ot a workshop in 
Amherst on Saturday. _ Page 3 
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Gay parenting workshop held in Amherst 
BY DAVE MATHIESON 
AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - The debate that raged last 
week after Toronto's gay pride week 
received $400,000 in funding over 
two years under a new federal gov-
ernment program for major tourism 
events is clear evidence the culture 
wars are alive in Canada. 

And after a Gay Pride flag was 
dragged down from the Amherst 
town hall flagpole in the middle of 
the night and cut through the mid-
dle, there is little doubt in many peo-
ple's minds those same wars are 
being waged locally. 

At the heart of the matter is the 
divide between social conservatives 
seeking to protect the traditional 
nuclear family and progressive liber-
als seeking to protect their families 
and to be accepted in the wider com-
munity. 

Whatever side of the battlefield a 
person fights for, nobody can dis-
agree that young kids standing on 
both sides of the divide don't care 
about the details. They just want 
their parents and communities to 
care for them and to love them. 

That was the message Saturday as 
Toronto's The 519 Community Cen-
tre's Queer Parenting Programs Co-
ordinator Chris Veldhoven spoke to 
about 20 people at Trinity-St. 
Stephen's United Church in Amherst. 

Veldhoven, the son of Amherst 
Cumberland Pride chairman Gerald 
Veldhoven, talked about the different 
families he has met in Toronto and 
the resources available to help them. 

"With regards to raising a family, 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexu-

Chris Veldhoven (left) came to Amherst from Toronto to visit his father, Gerald Veldhoven, and to present a workshop Saturday dealing 
with the challenges fadng families with same-sex parents. Dave Mathieson - Amherst Daily News 

al, transgendered and queer commu-
nity in Toronto face the same chal-
lenges as the LGBTIQ community 
here in Amherst," said Velclhoven. 
"The big difference is that there are 
many more organizations and 
resources available to help families 
in Toronto.'.' 

Veldhoven talked about how 
"queer-parented families" challenge 
the conventional nuclear family 
model and ran off a list of some of the 
differences. 

"There is usually no heterosexual 
sex involved, families may have par-
ents of only one sex, sometimes there 

will be more than two parents, there 
is no gendered economic depend-
ence, often there is no paternal or 
maternal genealogy, people often 
parent children they are not biologi-
cally related to, there is more varia-
tion in the division of labour and 
some families have parents whose 
identities shift," said Veldhoven. 

Veldhoven said these families are 
not to be feared but, instead, should 
be embraced. 

He said living in Amherst as the 
son of a gay parent in the 1970s 
wasn't always easy but believes 
attitudes have changed. 

"Recent research shows that chil-
dren with LGB parents exhibit 
increased awareness and empathy 
toward social difference, exhibit 
higher self-esteem and better mental 
health than children of other moms, 
are less gender-stereotyped, live in 
households with more egalitarian, 
compatible, shared parenting, have 
parents who spend more time with 
children and have children who grow 
to be more sexually explorative, 
though no more likely to identify as 
LGB; he said. 

dmathieson@amherstdaily.com 
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By Gerard Veldhoven 
As this issue reaches you, Pride Week 
in Amherst will be in full swing. I will 
report on the events that made this 
border town rock with excitement in 
the August issue of Wayves. 

In the meantime we are not idle. 
During International Day Against 
Homophobia on May 17, the Cum-
berland Pride Society, along with 

I Am What I Amherst 
representation from the Northern 
AIDS Society, provided an informa-
tion centre at the Amherst Centre 
Mall. It turned out to be a quiet day 
as many people were doing other 
things on the long weekend instead 
of shopping. However, we feel it was 
a success, nevertheless. A huge yard 
sale on June 6 to raise funds for the 
Society was a great success! 

For those of you who receive 
Wayves before July 6, there is still time 
to purchase tickets for the dinner and 
dance to be held on July 11, but they 
must be bought by June 30. Tickets 
are sold at $15.00 per person. (This 
should please one reader of Wayves 
who suggested last year that we were 
discriminating against singles as tick-

ets for couples were sold at $30.00 
and singles at $20.00. Perhaps he 
will attend now that the price is the 
same for all!) 

Also on July 11, a GLBTTQ 
parenting workshop will be held at 
Heartz Hall in Amherst. One must 
register by July 3rd. The Pride BBQ 
Picnic at Northport Provincial Park 
will be held on July 12. All one has 
to do is show up with some sort of 
dish you like. Barbecue meats will be 
supplied. However, if you prefer a 
steak, bring it along. Salads are also 
welcome. 

The Town of Amherst has been 
extremely supportive to Pride Week 
celebrations and this year is no ex-
ception. The Cumberland County 

Council is of the same mindset as last 
year, as they changed their flag raising 
policies as soon as my request was re-
ceived to fly the Pride flag. The Count 
Warden, Keith Hunter, did decide to 
sign the Pride Week proclamation, 
possibly to save face. I have sent in a 
request to him to sign it again. We'll 
see how that fares. It is time for a 
committee to be formed to approach 
all jurisdictions in the province and 
convince them that raising the Pride 
Flag is a celebration of diversity and 
the coming together of everyone, 
regardless of sexual orientation. 

As sad day in California as Propo-
sition 8 was deemed legal by the 
California Supreme Court. The irony 
is that those 18,000 couples already 

married will not be affected by the 
ruling. This is absolutely insane. Even 
in the United States this has to be 
unconstitutional. That ruling places 
a wedge between those who are mar-
ried and those who are not allowed to 
marry legally. The United States Su-
preme Court must act immediately to 
stamp out this discriminating action 
that is seemingly legal under the um-
brella of the law. Canada is so much 
more in tune with the diversity of its 
citizens. A lesson may be learned by 
our neighbours to the south. 

That's it from Amherst for this 
issue of Wayves. Till the next time, 
we wish everyone in the Maritimes 
a happy and successful Pride Week. 
Stay tuned! 
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I Am What I Amherst 
Gay-la , Walk, For Life, Bowling 
by Gerard Veldhoven 
The fall colours are vanishing from 
sight for another year and no doubt 
various activities are being planned 
for the upcoming holiday season. The 
Amherst area is no exception as the 
Cumberland Pride Society is hosting 
a Holiday Gay-la at the Wandlyn Mo-
tor Inn in Amherst on December 4. · 

Ticket prices are not yet estab-
· lished but can be obtained shortly by 
calling (902) 660-5143, the society 
website at cumber~and-pride.sytes. 
net or via email at cumberlandpride@ 
hotmail.com. For those who need 
accommodations, the Wandlyn is 
offering rooms at $40 for persons 
attending the celebration. 

T-he Cumberland Pride Society 
was founded four years ago in Sep-
tember by Norman Carter and yours 
truly. It has been a wonderful journey 
thus far, especially as we notice an 
increase in membership and the many 
activities that have taken place. 

In July 2008 we celebrated our first 

Pride Week. I remember it well as 50 
people showed up at the flag raising 
ceremony at Amherst Town Hall. At 
that point I was informed by town 
staff that it was the best attended flag 
raising ceremony ever in this town. 
I also recall that Mayor Jerry Hallee 
asked Norman to read the Proclama-
tion. It was a proud moment for us 
both. We had no idea the Town of 
Amherst would be so supportive. Of 
course, last year one hundred people 
attended and this July around eighty 
folks joined us. 

Sadly, Norman passed and he 
. would have been very pleased with all 
the activities that took place this year. 
Society Chair, Sue Reid, also com-
mented on how far we have come the 
past four years. There are still many 
ideas floating around including a few 
changes in the by-laws and how we 
may be able to connect more with 
other groups and services in Amherst. 

On September 19 the annual 
Scotia Bank AIDS Walk for Life took 

place in Amherst. Pledges were down 
for this year and that was due to a few 
reasons and one was thought to be a 
downturn in the economy. However, 
pledges in this area amounted to 
over $1,000.00. The Northern AIDS 
Connection Society believes that as 

"I wish more queers 
would come out. Its 
real/y nice out here. " 

-Elton john 
the economy improves, so will the 
pledges. 

One activity that seems to be 
popular is the monthly bowling night, 
which takes place the first Thursday 
of the month at the King Pin Bowl-
ing on Gerrard Avenue. Cumberland 
Pride activities will be announced 
as soon as they are complete. A big 
Hallowe'en Party took place at Sherri 
Briand's home. Cumberland Pride 

Mascot Fred, his mom, the queers 
and their guests had a great time with 
lots to eat and drink. Unfortunately 
the Society's other Mascot Ben, could 
not make it! 

We think of all the great stuff we 
do on a regular basis, but we must 
keep in mind what goes on in the 
rest of the world. Even in Canada 
we still have lots to worry about; such 
as, the need to go to court because a 
prospective landlord refuses to rent 
an apartment to a queer couple, which 
recently happened in Vancouver. The 
couple won and the landlord was 
fined. This is just one incident; oth-
ers happen daily without much fuss 
being created by the parties affected 
by discrimination. 

Another concern is the case in 
Ontario where the provincial govern-
ment refused to budget for blood 
donations from gay men. This con-
tinuing saga about blood donations 
has been in the news for a number 
of years and yet a solution is.not im-

minent. It seems that proper testing 
is not done thoroughly. HIV/ AIDS is 
on the rise with the highest percent-
age being young teens and the elderly. 
Government obviously feels that it 
remains a "gay disease." 

Thus far we are experiencing a 
rather quiet time here in blueberry 
country. However, don't let that fool 
you, as plenty of news will be forth-
coming with the holidays approach-
ing. I leave you with a quote from El-
ton John: "I wish more queers would 
come out. It's really nice out here." 
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N.S. law declares gay couple 'husband and 
wife' · 
Updated: Sun Oct. 24 Z0(}4 11:24: 45 PM 

CTV. ca News Staff 

Two gay men in Nova Scotia ar\! celebrating their recent marriage --
but not a loophole in the l;,w thijt prono11nced them "man ,md wife." 

Norman Carter and Gerald Veldhoven had been together 30 years ;,nd 
were finally able to make their 11nion offl<;J;,I on October 16 in Amherst, 
N,S. 

They became the first Sl>me•sex couple to get married in the province, 
taking advantage of a rvling !<1st month by the province's Supreme 
Court that said banning s11ch unions is 11nconstitutiona1. 

Nova Scotia became the sixth provin,;e in C<1nad;;, to ilflow samf;l•sex 
marriages. 

While the law has ch;mged, the l;mguage of marriage ceremonies and 
certificates In th!! province has not •· at le<1st not yet. 

In a Nova Scotia wedding, one partner has to be assigned as the 
husband, the other as the wife. 

"In some parts the word lawful partner w;:,s mentioned,• explains 
Veldhoven. "But wh(;ln you come to the very end we were prono11nced 
husband and wife. 

"It was a little bit disconcerting and a little bit odd.• 

Some who witnessed the ceremony thought at first it was a mistake. 
But the Justice of ~ace made it clear she had to say the words to 
make the marriage legal , 

Carter and Veldhoven didn't let the in<;Jdent rt.Jin their di!Y- But they 
worry the rules on language may di~ot.Jrage other gay and lesbian 
couples from W/llking down the aisle, 

Others, however, point pt.Jt that the ruling is only four weeks old and 
that the wording will be ch,mge(I. 

"They simply haven't had a chance to correct that but I think they will,· 
says Eldon Hay. 

Hay, a retired chun;h minister and gay rights activist, Si>YS the wording 
is likely an error of omission . · · 

"This is a very lmpprtant public display and afflrm;,tlon that it's OK to 
be gay and lesbian," he says. 

"And that gives me a gre;,t delll of hope." 
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Senior Gays and Lesbians Marvel at 
Phenomenal Gains 
By Gerard Veldhoven 
If one lives long enough, one is 
privileged to have been part of 
tremendous changes during the 
past number of years in a world 
where we, as gays and lesbians, 
were treated in horrific manners 
of all sorts. In retrospect, going 
back some forty years or more, I 
have witnessed huge challenges that 
were part of growing up as a gay 
person. These changes seem very 
slow indeed for a young person. 
As one reads and listens to the 
mountains of wrongs against us, we 
must also realize it takes years to 
accomplish even a token change. 

As a young gay person grow-
ing up in the Netherlands, I never 
contemplated the arduous work I 
would be involved with in Canada 
many years thence. It is not until 
one is older and realizes the brutal 
and discriminatory ways of gov-
ernment and other organizations, 
not to mention countless ordinary 
citizens, that one must be actively 
involved in fighting for equality. 

Positive minds went to work 
across this country in order to 
secure the rights and opportuni-
ties that lay at our feet, but not 
in our grasp. Patience is a virtue. 
However, patience also tends to 
run very thin. I realize this fact, as 
over the years many battles have 
been fought, but not without some 

success. Contemplating the years my feelings in fear of extreme con-
that have passed, I can safely say, sequences. I never heard of many 
my hunch that some day we could gays and lesbians in the Halifax area 
have equal rights would only be a where I lived for many years. Of 
dream. course, I became acquainted with 

During my teens, growing up a few men, but never to be found 
in Holland and then in Canada, I out. My wife had a cousin who was 
had no idea where this would lead. gay, but deeply in the closet. She 
This was the late 1940s and 1950s was quite aware of him. 
and no one spoke about this issue Now we are in the 1970s, two 
very often, as it seemed impossible sons later and a seperation in 197 4. 
to even hope that one day I would Now I hear rumblings of gays and 
be married to another man. The lesbians becoming more vocal in 
only newsy item would be a sexual this ·country; a very welcome oc-

980 fi ; £ d currence for J : my armer Wt;e an sons a34yearold 
d t V th · d t gay person move O 1 armOU , zn or, er O who is itch-

keep me away from the boys. The ing to come 
J' d d. . out. Well, start O; anger an zsappozntmentthis was 

'set in almost immeaiately. ~~:! tfa~~~ 
assault case in the far corner of a 
newspaper. Even though Western 
Europe was more tolerant than 
North America, a young gay or 
lesbian would not even consider 
an open "lifestyle." 

Then we flow into the 1 %Os. 
Not that much of a change, really, 
and I was to be married, which 
seemed the "normal" thing to do. 
Knowing I was gay since my early 
teens was not to be acknowledged. 
As well, I could not be vocal about 

I met my 
man, who also was divorced and 
the father of two daughters. My 
world was changing in a fairly fast 
manner. Norman and I became the 
"talk of the town." It was almost 
a rewarding experience, however 
new and unpredictable. We set up 
housekeepin~ in Amherst and ran 
our own busmess. 

1980 and my former wife and 
sons moved to Yarmouth, in order 
to keep me away from the boys. 
The start of anger and disappoint-

ment set in almost immediately. 
I began to think about how and 
when I would be able to become 
vocal as an activist. 

Not until 1990 was I able 
to conclude that I must begin 
work on some of the issues. In 
the mid 90's I started to write 
and talk about how I could be 
of assistance in bringing even a 
little improvement in the lives Elmer Lokkins, left, 84, and Gustavo Archilla, 88, 
of my gay brothers and sisters who hid their sexual orientation for 58 years, were 
- not an easy task! Family life, wed in Canada. 
(Norman's two daughters lived 
with us until they married), and 
running a business did not allow 
for much time. Eventually, I found 
time and started to get in touch 
with my local Member of Parlia-
ment, provincial justice ministers 
and other provincial politicians, 
as well as the archbishop. So, 
now I was involved and loving it. 
Perhaps now I could contribute to 
the betterment of members of our 
community. 

October 16, 2004, I married 
Norman Carter after a 30-year 
relationship. It was a grand affair 
in a very public venue in front of 
television cameras and newspapers. 
Finally it has all come together. 
I am now 66 years of age and I 
have witnessed so many positive 
changes. However, the past few 
years have also been a downer for 
the gay and lesbian population in 

New Brunswick. That seems now 
resolved to a certain extent. I was 
proud to have been part of the 
activism in that province in order 
to gain some equal marriage and 
adoption problems. 

Since I was born, in 1940, the 
gains have indeed been f henome-
nal. Younger members o our com-
munity must realize equal rights 
issues take time and hard work. 
I urge everyone to get involved, 
as many attitudes still need to be 
talked about. It is indeed extremely 
satisfying to have been witness to 
so many accomplishments, such as 
recognized relationships, legal mar-
riage, pension benefits and protec-
tion enshrined in the laws of this 
land. I never could have envisioned 
this in my teens! 
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Church & Sexuality 
By Gerard Veldhoven attending church never became an sear~hing, that steps had to be 
Much has been said, and written, issue again, until about 1960. We taken. I am certain that many of 
about same sex marriages lately, had moved to Jollimore, outside you are able to understand my pre-
unfortunately, in mostly negative of Halifax. Being very naive, even dicament at that time, keeping in 
ways. Unfortunate, because, as the at twenty years of age, I decided mind it was 197 4. We seperated 
years passed, people have simply one Sunday morning to go to the under very difficult circumstances, 
kept on arguing, whether or not, local United Church. The fact I and of course the boys were af-
homosexuality should be legally was gay, and entering a church, fected during this process. It be-
recognized. It seems the problem · might have future complications, came even more difficult when my 
is far from over, since rel igion did not occur to me. Before long, oldest son was thought to be gay, 
stands in the way of a a progres- I was asked to teach Sunday and the blame was put squarely on 
sive, and fair society. We see, and School, without really understand- my shoulders. In 1975, I started 
hear reports in the media regard- ing biblical teachings. Two years to live with my Partner, and that 
ing views from religious leaders, passed, and I became quite well relationship has lasted now for 29 
and lay people alike, who would aquainted with what was expected years. He is Roman Catholic, and 
be delighted, if the gay commu- of me, even so far as to have con- has also questioned his church's 
nity would simply dissapear. Sorry temp lated going into the ministry. pronouncements. As time passed 
folks, we' re here to stay, and we The brainwashing had taken place, I distanced myself from churches, 
will get our equal rights, however and in the process, other things as I knew that if I kept going, it 
long it will take. To get my views were expected of me, such as get- would be hyprocritical. I cannot 
accross to you, wayves readers, I ting married. That took place in comprehend, especially now, how 
feel obliged to tell you the reasons 1963, and eventually I had two people are able to go into these 
for these personal thoughts. sons. As it turned out, I had an places of worship, fully aware, that 

Growing up in The Netherlands argument with the clergyman in they are not welcome. 
in the 40's and 50's, churches were this church as to how I should pro- We could say that we should 
still quite powerful, and people ceed going into the ministry. My fight, to get churches to agree with 
were easily persuaded to believe eyes were really opened that day, equal rights for us. But, the way I 
many things that they were not and it occured to me: the see it, why is that necessary? The 
supposed to question. My parents hyprocrocy that exists in these !n- important acceptance is legally, not 
never attended church, but my stitutions is almost beyond behefl fighting to try to be accepted by 
maternal grandmother did. Visit- Moving to Amherst in 1969, to church hiearchies, and its 
ing grandparents was always a teach at the School for the Deaf, I hyprocritical members. If gays 
great treat. On Sunday's, if I was was pleased that I had cancelled would like to attend church, why 
visiting, my grandmother always my plans to go into the ministrY· not become a member of the Met-
cook me to church. She died m Trying to integrate into the com- ropolitan Community Church? At 
1948, when I was eight years old, munity also meant trying to attend least you would be welcome there, 
and my church attendance passed church again. By now, my sexual- without all the hassles. The possi-
into history. Eventually, my fam- ity had really become an issue, and , bility of changing these peoples 
ily moved to Canada in 1954, and I began to realize, after much soul ' minds is very remote, and to them, 

against their Christian teachings. 
To legalize gay marriages, the 
courts and the government had 
better decide soon, and seperate 
church and state. Needless to say, 
I am bitter about this, and hope 
that Canada will eventually follow 
the lead in The Netherlands, where 
only civil marriages are legal. Bel-
gium also has legalized same sex 
marriages. 

Listen, my friends, all is not 
gloom and doom, as we are a 
strong and determined lot. My 
oldest son is gay and the youngest 
straight (and was married in the 
Catholic Church, I might add.) 
That is great, and I do hold out 
hope that the churches will come 
to terms with this issue. 

Gay fathers unite 
Two groups of gay dads sprung up 
in Halifax in late August. The ini-
tial reaction was why would Hali-
fax need two groups. The organ-
izers quickly met and agreed to 
combine their efforts. The wisdom 
of this decision was evident at the 
first meeting when eight men met 
to share their stories in confidence 
and provide support to men who 
wish to parent their kids 

Gay Fathers Halifax is a peer 
support group that meet on the 
first Tuesday 
of every month from 7pm to 
9pm. For more info on locatio'\ 
and other events 
send an email ' to 
GayFathersHalifax @ hotmail.com 
or contact Jack/Ken 453-6392 or 
Doug 832-7002 • 
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AIDS Walk for Life sets $3,000 target 

.siSCOJf ARAWH 
A'DS WALK' 
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Northern AIDS Connection Society chair Debbie Currie and board member Gerard Veldhoven show off T-shirts for 
this year's Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life on Sept. 19 starting at 11 a.m., at the Cumberland YMCA. DARRELL COLE 
- AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

BY DARIIBLL COLE 

AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

AMHERST - Debbie Currie wants people to stop 
standing around. 

The longtime AIDS activist is urging people and 
groups within the community to support the sev-
enth ScotiabankAIDS Walk for Life when it's held in 
Amherst next month. 

"This year we're very positive about the number 
of walkers we'll have mainly because we are not 
competing with any other organizations or societies 
that are walking this year; said Currie, chair of the 
Northern AIDS Connection Society. 

"I checked the dates for the other events and 
there is no conflict this year'.' 

Amherst and area supporters of the Northern 
AIDS Connection Society will join their counter-
parts in 50 other communities across Canada when 
they hold their walk Sept. 19, with registration 
beginning at 11 a.m., at the Cumberland YMCA 

"Our slogan is don't just stand there or don't just 
sit there, come walk with us; said Currie. "We are 
walking again as we walk each year internationally 
for brothers, sisters, mothers and fathers, babies 
and grandparents. There are a lot of seniors being 
affected by HIV today:· 

The walk begins at noon and will go north on 
Church Street to Victoria and then right to Rupert 
Street and south to Spring Street before again turning 
right on Church and back to the YMCA 

There will be a barbecue at the YMCA following 
the event with Sobeys providing food for walk par-
ticipants. 

"It's a nice little walk. You can bring your dog, 
your family and yourself,' said Currie, adding there 
will be people on hand with first aid training . 

People can get pledge sheets by calling Currie at 
661-1874. 

Proceeds from the walk go to support AIDS edu-
cation and awareness programs. One change this 
year is that community groups participating in the 
walk must raise more than $100 before the society 
will give back 50 per cent for the AIDS cause of their 
choice. 

The proceeds, she said, will go to the society 
and then be disbursed once all cheques have 
cleared. 

"The- money has to go to something that's 
HIV/AIDS-related. It can be for bringing in guest 
speakers, things that promote safe sex like pur-
chasing condoms and dental dams; she said. 

Currie is urging community group and individu-
als to challenge each other, their friends, co-workers 
and other groups. She is hoping this year's walk will 
surpass the $3,000 mark. 

Similar runs will be held in Truro, New Glasgow 
and Elmsdale. 
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By Gerard Veldhoven 
By the time this issue reaches Way-
ves readers, many Pride celebrations 
will have taken place across the 
Maritimes. I will have a full report 
on the activities held in Amherst in 
September's issue. We anticipate a 
successful Pride Week and are very 
confident we're putting a positive 
face on this important time of year. 
Due to the fact that the Cumberland 
Pride Society has a strong member-
ship and a hard-working committee, 
yet another Pride summer should 
prove successful. 

Amherst and area have been 
extremely fortunate, having received 
such strong support from Mayor Rob 
Small and the town council. One 
may recall the flag-slashing incident 
of last year, when vandals removed 
and defaced the Pride flag in front of 
our city hall. In a television interview, 
Mayor Small made it clear that the 
town of Amherst will not be swayed 
in its support of the GLBTQ com-
munity. We are indeed thankful, as 
a few jurisdictions remain where 
this support is sadly lacking. Cum-
berland County Council is a prime 
example. Two years ago, members 
of council there decided to change 
their flag policy; as a result, the Pride 
Flag wasn't able to fly. I questioned 
council about their intent and they 
r.,~lied that their policy change was 
not targeting the Pride flag. However, 
the timing indicated otherwise and I 
strongly objected. Council stuck with 
its decision. Hence, it's necessary to 
form committees that can contact 
councils across our provinces, in 
person, to ensure positive policies 
governing such issues remain in 
place or when lacking, are otherwise 
implemented. 

The big news to report is the 

I Am What 1 Amherst 
Springhill Flies Flag 
For First Time 
decision by Springhill Mayor Allen 
Dill and town council to raise a Pride 
flag for the first time this July. The 
decision to do so was unanimous. 
"We are a community of choice and I 
know Springhill welcomes all groups. 
We want to show that we can, inter-
nationally, accept different lifestyles 
and that we're open to new people 
coming to our community and that 
we're diversified in our activities," 
the Mayor said in an interview in the 
Springhill Record. Mayor Dill will be 
one of the speakers at the Amherst 
flag-raising Ouly 12 at noon). Truro 
Mayor Bill Mills will not be making 
an appearance! 

I am off to Toronto in late July 
to see my kids and grandkids. I have 
been invited to speak to the GLBTQ 
seniors' group while there. This will 

The big news to 
report is the decision 
lry Springhill Mqyor 
Allen Dill and town 

council to raise a 
Pride ftagfor the 

first time this Ju!J. 
The decision to do 
so was unanimous. 

,~~uu•'-' irecror Karen Kittilsen 
(902) 895-0931 or by email at nac-
d@eastlink.ca. 

TTT't" T . 

be the first time my son Chris and I 
will speak on a panel together about 
family, queer politics and our work 
and activism. Chris is the Queer 
Parenting Program Coordinator 
at the 519 Community Centre in 
Toronto. 

That's it for now. More coverage to 
come, including pictures from Pride 
Week 2010 in Amherst. 



Genocide in Uganda 
by Gerard Veldhoven 
Uganda's anti-homosexual bill may 
be in effect by the time this ar ticle 
reaches the pages of Wayves . If 
this bill passes, its effect may be 
worldwide and stupendous in that it 
may eventually be imitated by other 
regimes in eastern nations. 

President Museveni, also former 
Chair of the Commonwealth, clearly 
is excited about the impending law. 
The outrage by the West has been 
strong, but will it be enough to have 
an influence on Uganda's lawmak-
ers? The fact that the new proposals 
are so hideous and inhumane seems 
of no consequence to the narrow-
mindedness of that nation's leaders. 
If passed, this bill will see not only 
certain death to thousands o(our gay 
brothers and sisters, but will also have 
the power to imprison those who 

support or knows of the existence 
of gays and lesbians. Further to that, 
doctors, nurses, or anyone caring for 
HIV/ AIDS patients·also face severe 
criminal charges. Patients themselves 
face the death penalty. 

Western leaders have con-
demned the impending law and 
the leaders of Uganda. Accord-
ing to reports, any type of sexual 
activity between persons of the 
same sex is against the law as it 
exists. Now, that may escalate 
into a frill-fledged genocide. This 
is reminiscent of Hitler's attempt 

. to rid the world of those he thought 
to be impure. Hideous crimes have 
been committed against us over 
time. We certainly have not witnessed 
the end of social injustice against 
mankind as we now see by the inten-
tions of Uganda's leadership. If this 

bill becomes law, we have much to 
be concerned about, such as other 
countries in the east that already have 
some kind of anti-homosexual .laws 
in place, including the death penalty 
and imprisonment. However, Uganda 

Will the world listen to . 
the cries of Uganda s gqy 
and lesbian population 
and the millions infected 

with HIV / A IDS? 
goes further and a witch-hunt is un-
derway -in that country. 

Will the world listen to the cries of 
Uganda's gay and lesbian population 
and the millions infected with HIV/ 
AIDS? We all have a responsibility 
to make our voices heard includ-

ing world leaders, such as Stephen 
H arper, Barack Obama and anyone 
with influence, even Pope Benedict. 
The Pope has his own axe to grind 
with Britain and Portugal. He strongly 
opposes England's· new equality bill 

f9r gays and lesbians. He urges the 
Catholic leadership in the UK to 
vigorously fight against the bill. 
One MP, Stephen Hughes; said, 
"As a Catholic I am appalled by the 
Pope's attitude. Religious leaders 
should be eradicating inequality, 
not perpetuating it." In May the 
pontiff travels to Portugal, with 
a "heavy heart" as that mainly 

Roman Catholic country is about to 
legalize same-sex marriage. When will 
it end? One cannot quite compare 
Uganda's intent with the Pope Ben-

. edict's call for inequality. However, 
the queer community has many prob-
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lem s to overcome, whether it is in a 
country where inhumane treatment 
exists or a religious leader tailing for 
an end to equal rights. 

The fight continues, regardless 
of equal rights in Canada and other 
places. So many of us live.in constant 
danger and fear! In one place it is 
certain death and in another place 
a call to disallow equal rights to all 
others. One is termed . as genocide 
and the other as pure intolerance, but 
together it spells homophobia of the 
worst kind. Museveni has indicated he 
may scrap the proposals because of 
international pressure. We can only 
hope so as thousands will be saved 
from certain death. Remember this, 
"Injustice is the gravest error of our 
time." 
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Holiday Gay-la Dec 4 

by Gerard Veldhoven 
Greetings from this border to all our 
queer friends in Atlantic Canada. 
Seems we are approaching the holi-
days quickly. Just browse around the 
stores and soon we realize it's THAT 
time of year again. Well, the various 
groups around the area must be set-
ting the tone for some great times of 
celebration and the Amherst area is 
no exception. The Cumberland Pride 
Society is well on its way finalizing de-
tails of the upcoming Holiday Gay-la 
event on December 4. 

The dinner and dance will com-
mence at 7:00 p.m. at the Wandlyn 
Motor Inn, located at Exit 3 in Am-
herst. Dancing begins at 9:00, with 
live entertainment. I understand Miss 
Roxy Dior will make a guest appear-
ance to entertain us all. She has made 

appearances at two functions for 
the society and all indications point 
to a night to remember. Tickets are 
available at $25 a person and may be 
ordered by contacting Sue at (902) 
660-187 4 or Gerard at (902) 660-

home within a few weeks, it seems 
plausible that this is a hate crime 
against members of our community. 

Another incident involves a gay 
couple in Yellowknife and a dispute 
with the landlord. After a lease was 

5004. Cheques or 
money orders must 
be made payable to 
Susan Reid. One 
may also contact 
cumberlandpride@ 
hotmail.com for 
more information. 

signed the land-
lord learned they 
were a gay couple 
he told them he 
wouldn't honour 
the lease. The 
Northwest Ter-

. . . as we celebrate our 
equal rights) equal 

treatment remains a 
dream in maf!)I cases. 

ritories Human 
Rights .Commission ruled that the 
landlord's actions were contrary to 
ordinary standards of decent behav-
iour and denied the men the respect 
and dignity they are entitled to as 
fellow human beings. The tribunal 
heard the landlord referring to gay 
people as ''an abomination and one 
of the reasons the world is going to 
hell in a hand basket." 

All has been relatively quiet in 
blueberry country. Other areas have 
not been so fortunate. A very dis-
turbing incident in Little Pond, PE, 
has caused the queer community 
some real angst, let alone the people 
involved. On October 18, a gay cou-
ple narrowly escaped as fire raged 
through their home. According to the 
<;:harlottetown Guardian, the RCMP 
consider this to be a criminal matter 
and that arson is suspected. Earlier 
in the month the mailbox was set on 
fire, making everyone suspicious that 
this is a case of deliberate damage and 
with cause. 

United Church minister Rev. 
Beth Johnston went on record say-
ing she deplores such hate crimes. 
The RCMP is still investigating, but 
it is believed the fire was set by an 
incendiary device and tossed through 
a window. With two incidents at the 

These stories are only a few of the 
daily crimes committed by homopho-
bic and discriminatory actions against 
members of the queer community. 
So, as we celebrate our equal rights, 
equal treatment remains a dream in 
many cases. 

As the holiday season approaches, 
it becomes clear that not all is well 
and that there are those in our com-
munity that remain frightened and 
alone in their plight. It is also evident 
that we must remain vigilant and 
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continue our fight in an attempt to 
lessen the hurt and disappointment 
that captures our attention on a daily 
basis. I urge educators and parents 
to adopt a positive educational pro-
gram that addresses the needs of our 
brothers and sisters. Nip it in the bud 

and youngsters will hopefully one day 
be different from their parents who 
may rbmain homophobic, bi-phobic 
and trans-phobic. 

From the queer folks in Amherst 
and Cumberland County, we wish you 
a great holiday and a happy New Year. 



By Gerard Veldhoven 
Pride Week in Amherst ... we're almost 
there! The Cumberland Pride Society 
has been busy putting everything in 
place for the celebrations. Those of 
us on the Pride committee-Lisa 
Hill-Power, Mel Power, Sheila Little, 
Debbie Currie, Sue Reid, Norman 
Carter and me-are very satisfied and 
thrilled with the events scheduled for 
July 6 -12. 

The following activities are sched-
uled: 

On Monday July 6, a Pride Flag 
raising ceremony hosted by the Town 
of Amherst will take place at 12 noon 
at Town Hall on Ratchford Street. 

On Saturday July 11, we present 
the LGBTTQ Parenting Workshop 
and Family Rainbow Picnic. The 
workshop will be facilitated by Chris 
Veldhoven, Queer Parenting Program 
Coordinator at the 519 Community 
Centre in Toronto. Maggie's Place 
in Amherst will conduct activities 
pertaining to rainbow family activi-

I Am What I Amherst 
ties. The family event will take place 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon at Mag-
gie's Place on Elmwood Drive in 
Amherst. The LGBTTQ Parenting 
workshop will take place from 1 :30 
p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Heartz Hall, 
Trinity St. Stephen United Church, 
on Ratchford Street in Amherst. Re-
freshments and snacks will be served 
during the break. 

To get to Heartz Hall, take exit 3 
off the highway and continue through 
to downtown Amherst. Turn right 
onto Havelock Street at the second 
set of traffic lights. Take the first left 
and you will see Trinity St. Stephen 
United Church on the corner. Heartz 
Hall is attached to the church. 

To get to Maggie's Place, take 
exit 3 off the highway and continue 
through downtown Amherst until 
you come to Willow Street. Turn 
right, go to the stop sign, then turn 
right on Elmwood Drive. Maggie's 
Place is on your left. · 

The Pride Dinner and Dance 
will be held in the evening at the 
Old Warehouse Cafe on 4 Havelock 
Street. Buffet dinner begins at 7:00 
p.m. and the Pride Dance will com-
mence at 9:00 p.m. Tickets are $15:00 
and must purchased by June 30, 2009. 
Please contact Norman Carter at 
(902) 660-5004. Please leave a mes-

sage and we will return your call. 
To get to the Old Warehouse Cafe, 

take exit 3 off the highway and go 
along Victoria Street to downtown 
Amherst. At the second set of traffic 
lights, turn right. The Warehouse Cafe 
is on your immediate left, behind the 
Royal Bank. 

The Pride Picnic will be held at 
Northport Provincial Park on Sunday, 
July 12, from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
(or a little later). Bring blankets, swim-
ming gear, etc. If you prefer certain 

items for BBQ purposes, please bring 
those along. Salads would be welcome 
also and much appreciated. Take exit 
3 off the highway and go through 
downtown. Do not turn anywhere 
until you come to route 366 on your 
left. Continue gaily forward to North-
port and the park is on your left. It is 
well marked. 

As Saturday in particular promises 
to be a hectic day with the family 
celebrations and parenting workshop, 
the committee decided to only have 
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three major events. A parade was put 
off till next year. Nevertheless, the 
events we concentrate on promise 
to be memorable. We invite you to 
join us in our second Pride Week 
celebrations. 
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By Gerard Veldhoven 
The summer of 2009 is at an end 
bringing with it fond memories of 
the many Pride celebrations that took 
place around the Maritimes. Amherst 
celebrated as well and the local queer 
community had a great sense of ac-
complishment. We are now into fall 
and look forward to the activities 
that will occupy our thoughts going 
tq_wards the end of this year. Gener-
ally, holiday activities are planned 
now. However, before that takes place 
I must report on our latest news from 
Amherst. 

At our August meeting I resigned 
as Chair of The Cumberland Pride 
Society. Following three years at the 
helm my time must end in order for 
me to continue with my work as an 
advocate for equal treatment. I have 
really enjoyed those years and during 
that time our Society has grown and 
become a viable organization. Aside 

from the fact that I believe three 
years is long enough for one person 
to hold office in a particular capacity, 
I also have other ambitions. I wish to 
continue with my previous work as an 
advocate for equal treatment. Much 
remains to be done. I have begun a 
study on equal treatment for senior 
GLBTTQ members in long-term 
care facilities in Nova Scotia. This is 
well underway, but much more time 
is needed in order to report on this 
very important issue. As well, I am 
writing my autobiography and as I 
am in the advanced stage of my life 
I must make haste to accomplish 
these efforts. 

Susan Reid takes over as Chair of 
the Cumberland Pride society. She has 
served as Vice-Chair for the past year 
and I feel she is perfect for continu-
ing to bring great leadership to our 
society. Norman Carter continues 
as Treasurer and Lisa Hill-Power 

as Secretary. These positions may 
remain or change next March at the 
society's AGM. 

That brings me to the Moncton 
Pride Parade. Cumberland Pride had 
an entry of two decorated vehicles 
and twelve individuals. The BMW 
sports car had Corey Hunter, just 
fabulous in drag, §itting on the back. 

We had a great time and also very 
pleased we had the opportunity to 
help River of Pride celebrate. This 
was our third year for our involve-
ment in celebrating Pride with our 
brothers and sisters in Moncton. 

This is all for now from blueberry 
country. More to come in the No-
vember issue. 
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Editor's note: Gerard's column was bumped 
from the last issue due to space constraints. 
Our apologies; here are both columns. 

March 
By Gerard Veldhoven 
Chair, Cumberland Pride Society 
Since the last column the Amherst 
scene has changed. Aside from the 
new title for this column and I am 
anticipating some comments, this 
area has come of age. I am speaking 
of GLBT activities that kept us on 
our toes. Planning and achieving a 
successful Holiday Gay-la Celebra-
,tion was a lot of fun. A fabulous turn 
out for this event proved we are able 
to do anything and call it a resounding 
success. Sounds arrogant, I know, but 
our members really did a fantastic job. 
It was abundantly clear that the queer 
community in Amherst is ready for all 
sorts of celebrations! 

One reader thought our pricing 
was a slam against singles as the tick-
ets per couple was somewhat lower. 
It was an effort to boost attendance 

fo~ couples. Most guests were singles 
and not one single person complained 
about the price. That does not indi-
cate, though, that all events will be 
priced this way. 

A new secretary was installed 
at our November meeting: Lisa 
Hill-Power took over from Dana 
Osmond. Thanks go to Dana for her 
tenure as of April, 2008, and so we 
welcome Lisa to her new position. 
Lisa hails from Kentucky and is mar-
ried to Melissa Power. They have two 
children, Amy and Teresa. 

At our January meeting a commit-
tee was appointed to deal withJuly's 
Amherst Pride Week. The other com-
mittee will look after membership is-
sues. In view of our attempt to guide 
a terrific organization, we must also 
bear responsibility to make certain it 
remains so. 

April 
One would never know it by looking 
out our windows in Atlantic Canada, 
but a hint of spring will soon be evi-

dent. The queer community is always 
ready to celebrate spring, whenever it 
appears. The Cumberland Pride So-
ciety is one organization that always 
approaches its members to bring 
forth ideas as to what activities would 
most benefit our communities. 

The Cumberland Pride Society 
will host a craft and bake fair on 
May 2 at the .Amherst Lions Den, 
7 Electric Street, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Anyone interested 

will be organized to display the queer 
community in a bright and cheerful 
light. We promise to have an even bet-

A Pride Parade is 
certain/y a strong 

possibiliry. We are 
reacfy to parry ... 

in renting a table may email us at ter July than last year. As progress is 
cumberlandpride@hotmail.com or . made announcements will be posted 
call Mel at (902) 660-5143. The cost on our website at cumberland-pride. 
is $15.00 per table. We will also accept sytes.net 
donations for the local food bank. Our webmaster, Chris Trenholm, 

At our February meeting we set up has been busy reshaping the Cum-
committees to plan the various events berland Pride website. This is work in 
slated for the next number of months progress and the website committee 
in Amherst. One such committee, will meet regularly to make certain 
a group of 6 members, will begin we include as much information as 
deliberations shortly to set up the possible. 
activities for Pride Week. This year May 17 is the International Day 
celebrations will be held from July 6 against Homophobia. The Amherst 
to July 12. Aside from the flag-raising Daily News has promised an article 
at Amherst Town Hall, other events explaining the importance of recog-

nizing the various aspects surround-
ing this very special observance. 
Cumberland Pride will hold a public 
event on that day. Plans are under-
way; watch for an anriouncement 
to follow. 

On a sad note, one of our most 
ardent supporters has lost her 
mother at the age of 90 years. Rita 
Davison has been a constant source 
of support for Cumberland Pride. 
The mother of two gay children, 

one living in Rochester and the 
other in Ontario, Rita feels the GLBT 
community must be a viable part of 
our society. She is a vital part of the 
queer community and by showing 
her support feels closer to her son 
and daughter. We offer our sincere 
condolences to her and her family. 

Quote of the month: American 
cultural anthropologist Margaret 
Mead said, "Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful citizens can 
change the world; indeed it's the only 
thing that ever has." 
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By Gerard Veldhoven 
I did not get a chance to write my 
column for the May issue, as I was 
hospitalized with gallbladder prob-
lems. Some complications arose and 
I simply ran out of time. However, 
the news from Cumberland County 
is always on a roll. Let me begin by 

reporting on the Cumberland Pride 
Society's annual general meeting, held 
on April 19. 

A new executive is in place. Sue 
Reid continues as chair and Chrystal 
Schipper became vice-chair. The 
treasurer's position was filled by Mel 
Power, replacing Norman Carter, 
who passed away in January. Lisa 
Hill-Power remains as the Society's 
secretary. I will be past-chair for the 
conung year. 

Eldon Hay was the evening's guest 
speaker and in usual Eldon fashion 
his presentation on local members 
of the queer community was in-
formative and fun. He is a giant in 
our community and a great ally. Sue 
Reid promised a great year ahead, 
with efforts to work more closely 
with other community organizations 
and schools in Cumberland County. 
She stressed the need for cooperation 
with the Town of Amherst and other 

jurisdictions within Cumberland. I 
reported on the first part of the pre-
vious year, when I was chair, and as a 
group, we concluded we have made 
great strides, as well as enjoying an 
increase in membership. 

As the Pride Committee chair I 
reported on the progress made thus 
far. I am thrilled to inform Wayves 
readers that all our events are in place. 

On Sunday July 11., the Family 
Pride Picnic will be held at Tidnish 
Park, beginning at 11 :00 a.m. On 
Monday, July 12, Amherst will host 
its noontime Pride flag-raising cer-
emony at town hall. A number of 
guest speakers will address the crowd 
and refreshments will be served. Last 
year, 100 people gathered for this 
important event. 

A movie night will be held on 
Tuesday,Juiy 13, at Heartz Hall. You 
can either purchase a ticket or make 
a donation to the local food bank. 

On Wednesday, July 14, a barbe-
cue will be hosted in the downtown 
area beginning at 11 :00 a.m. We have 
two members with food-licensing 
certificates. The cost will be $2 per 
person-refreshments are extra. The 
barbecue will be held at 34 La Planche 
Street in Amherst. 

This year's Fruit Bowl will be held 
on Thursday, July 15. Come enjoy 
cosmic bowling at the King Pin Lanes 
on Gerard Avenue from 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. A trophy will be presented. 

On Friday, July 16, there will be 
camping at members' cottages. You're 
guaranteed a great time by the shores 
of the Northumberland Strait. 

Our annual Pride Dinner and 
Dance will be held on Saturday, July 
17, at the Old Warehouse Cafe on 
Havelock Street in downtown Am-
herst. Come for a cold roast beef 
dinner and then dance the night 
away. The price is $20.00 per person, 

or $10.00 to attend the dance only. 
Tickets must be pre-purchased by Sat-
urday, July 10, and may be picked up 
at the door or at the Farmer's Market 
on Electric Street in Amherst. 

For details and tickets, please 
contact The Cumberland Pride So-
ciety at cumberlandpride@hotmail. 
com. Please visit our website at 
cumberland-pride.sytes.net. You can 
also phone Lisa at (902) 660-5043, 
Gerard at (902) 660-5004 or Sue at 
(902) 661-1874. 

Hope to see you in Amherst for 
what promises to be the best Pride 
celebration yet. 
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Work Ahead Of Us 
By Gerard Veldhoven 
Another year is behind us and a new 
year will hopefully be filled with good 
things for the queer community. Last 
year was a great one for Amherst and 
its queer citizens. The Cumberland 
Pride Society increased membership 
by a few people and Pride week was 
a success once again. The society's 
annual Gay-la Holiday Celebration 
took place on December 4 at the 
Wandlyn Motor Inn in Amherst. 
Eighty- five folks from the queer and 
straight communities ga,thered for a 

roast beef dinner and dance. Miss 
Roxy Dior entertained the crowd 
with her usual gusto, grace and hu-
mour. I celebrated my 70th birthday 
the same day and what better venue 
than with ones many friends at this 
holiday affair. 

As we begin a new dawn in 2011 
we must also keep in mind the work 
that remains ahead of us. During 
this past year, aside from all the 
celebrations and good times, we 
also remember the gay bashing'in St. 
George, the rhetoric from the,Pope, 

the house burning in PEI, suicides, 
and more. All these horrific episodes 
must be dealt with in a positive man-
ner. Each one of us is obliged to step 
up to the plate and continue to be 
vigilant. The Amherst area has been 
fortunate, to say the least. We don't 
have a Bill Mills to deal with and there 
have been no gay bashings. That does 
not mean we are immune from such 
happenings. We are not necessarily 
safe because we live in a certain area 
of a province. 

Qn December 1 a vigil was held at 
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the First Baptist Church in Amherst. 
Part of the AIDS quilt was displayed 
in the lobby of the church. Debbie 
Curry made an introduction, Sherri 
Briand read the purpose of the vigil, 
a prayer was offered by an 11 year-old 
boy and I read a poem by Michael Ke-
hoe titled, "I Have HIV" It's always 
a moving experience. 

I look forward to writing more 
columns for Wayves in 2011. Report-
ing from Amherst and Cumberland 
County is always lots of fun. From all 
the queer folk in Cumberland County, 

a Happy New Year, filled with good 
fortune. 
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By Gerard Veldhoven 
A rainy day was forecast for July 

12 and for awhile we feared the an-
nual Pride Flag raising at Amherst 
Town Hall would be a washout. For-
tunately, an hour before noon, the 
clouds began to fade and members 
of the Cumberland Pride Society 
set the stage in front of town hall. 
There were refreshments along with 
a huge Pride cake with the caption, 
"Amherst Celebrates Pride." Despite 
the forecasted rain, the upbeat spirit 
could not be dampened as people 
began to gather on the steps of 
town hall. 

At noon the Society's Chair, Sue 
Read, welcomed all present. One 
could sense the pride of the queer 
community as Read began to speak 
with conviction and assurance. The 
large crowd cheered her on as she 
said, "Once again Amherst is burst-
ing with Pride. Each and every one 
of us has the right to dignity, respect 
and equal treatment." She went on to 
say, "We in this great nation may set 
a positive example to other parts of 
the world where diversity is not part 
of society, and that it is okay to be 
different and yet be embraced." To 
loud applause she continued, "We, in 
Canada and right here in Amherst, 
Cumberland County and Westmore-
land County in New Brunswick, are 
rightfully proud of the fact that we 
are in a position to be able to have a 
celebration of this calibre." 

I Am What I Amherst 
Amherst Celebrates 
Pride Week 

After expressing appreciation to 
Amherst Town Council and Mayor 
Robert Small, Read called on the may-
or to address the crowd. Mayor Small 
pointed to the fact that Amherst is 
proud to host such an important 
event for the third year in a row. The 
mayor also read the Amherst Pride 
Week Proclamation to the delight of 
us all. Also in attendance were nine 
members of Amherst Town Council 
and CAO Greg Herrett which speaks 
volumes. 

Reid then invited Mayor Small to 
join her at the flagpole to raise the 
symbol of the queer community. As 
the flag was hoisted, Corey Hunter 
sang, " I Am What I Am." Tears were 
evident as we watched and listened. 

Once again Amherst 
is bursting with Pride! 

The Pride flag flew at Amherst Town 
Hall for the remainder of Pride Week, 
a truly wondrous time for all of us. 

Warden of Cumberland County, 
Keith Hunter brought his own con-
grats and presented a signed proc-
lamation from the Warden's office. 
Judy Giroux, Constituency Assistant 
to MP Scott Armstrong, brought 
greetings on Armstrong's behalf. 
Springhill Mayor Allen Dill also could 
not attend but a town councilor was 
on hand. Cumberland North MLA 
Brian Skabar also was unable to speak 
due to a serious family health issue. 
Our thoughts are with Brian. 

On a light note, Sue Read asked 
me to speak and after a few words of 
expressing great pride I presented the 
Cumberland Pride Society's Mascots. 
Representing the animal world two 
dogs, Fred and Ben, were escorted 

to the podium. I was elated to see 
bright Pride scarves around their 
necks. Fred whispered in my ear, very 
softly, that he met Ben online. Then 
Ben made his way to me and said in 
a loud bark, "Fred is very sensitive 
to all my needs." After a thunderous 
applause, I installed this great couple 
as Mascots of the Cumberland Pride 
Society. 

Unfortunately, our annual Pride 
Family Barbecue Picnic was cancelled 
due to rain. A movie night was held 
on July 13 and a downtown barbecue 
on July 14 and 15 saw lots of town 
folk snacking with the proceeds go-
ing to the local food bank. This took 
place at Fred's mom's place as a two-
day event. 

The Cosmic Fruit Bowl held on 
July 15 was well attended and fun was 
evident at the Campout at Sue and 
Debbie's cottage on July 16. Also on 
held July 15, the Gay-la Dinner and 
Entertainment was once again a big 
success. Towards the end of dinner 
Corey Hunter entertained us royally 
as Miss Roxy Dior. A few members 
of the Cumberland Pride Society also 
joined with Truro's Rainbow Proud 
for the Canada Day Parade in Bible 
Hill. A wonderful parade followed by 
a barbecue picnic hosted by Rainbow 
Proud. 

Another Pride Week celebration 
has ended but I would suggest cel-
ebrations and raising awareness must 
be dealt with all year around. Kudos 
to Argentina's parliament, the latest 
country to change its marriage laws 
to include same-sex couples. Slowly 
but surely the queer community wit-
nesses great strides. Unfortunately, we 
cannot stand idly by, as discrimination 
remains a serious issue everywhere, 
including our own country. Neverthe-
less, we celebrate Pride in recognition 

Cumberland Pride Society mascots Fred and Ben. Photo by Gerald Veldhoven 

of all we have accomplished thus far, 
keeping in mind equal treatment is 
not yet ours to enjoy in many cases. 

That's it from Amherst and Cum-
berland County. Check next month's 

Wayves for more updates and fun 
from this border town where my 
queer brothers and sisters know how 
to rock to Pride celebrations. 
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At 14, Gerard Veldhoven came to 
Canada with an illegal desire. 

It was 1954 and homosexual sex 
was a criminal offence in our 
country. 

"In those days you didn't come 
out because it was too risky-
you'd end up being found in an 
alleyway somewhere," said Veld-
hoven on Thursday. 

"Things have changed so 
much." 

This is a story about change. 
About how legislators, the 

courts, activists and public opin-
ion have taken turns trying to 
create a more inclusive society. 

It's about how far we've come 
and the road left to travel. 

Because this is the 10th an-
niversary of then-rookie lawyer 
Sean Foreman walking into the 
Nova Scotia Supreme Court to 
fight for the right of gay couples to 
marry. 

"It was a whirlwind," said Fore-
men, who now works for the 
provincial Justice Department that 
he sought to challenge in 2004. 

But to understand Foreman's 
fight we need to first hear the 
story of a young Dutch immigrant 
to see how abstract language of 
rights and law affected the li_ves of 
gay people. 

Veldhoven lived secretly as a 
homosexual in Halifax during the 
1950s. 

But seeing only one way to live 
as a participant in our society and 
wanting "some stability" in his 
life, Veldhoven attempted to walk 
the straight path demanded by 
Canada's Criminal Code. 

He met a woman, married her, 
loved her, bought a house in blue-
collar Amherst and had two sons. 

"She was a wonderful woman I 
was married to - that feeling 
never goes away," said Veldhoven. 
"My sons were the pivotal part of 
my existence." 

But he was gay and the Crimin-
al Code couldn't change that. 

Then, in what has been a rare 
move in the campaign for gay 

rights, a politician stepped out 
ahead of the courts and ahead of 
public opinion. 

It was 1967. 
"The state has no place in the 

bedrooms of the nation," then-
justice minister Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau told reporters on the 
steps outside the Parliament 
Buildings. 

He'd just passed the sweeping 
Criminal Amendment Act that 
took homosexual sex out of the 
Criminal Code, while putting 
impaired driving in the act, 
among a host of other changes. 

Veldhoven and his wife di-
vorced. The children moved to 
Yarmouth with their mother, and 
in 1974, Veldhoven took the rare 
move of coming out in conservat-
ive small-town Nova Scotia. 

"My friends, out of care for me, 
told me I was stupid to do it and it 
would be dangerous," said Veld-
hoven of his coming out. 

"But if you go by that you will 
sit in an armchair and watch 
things go by without trying to 
improve our world." 

Then he went further - a lot 
further. 

He fell in love with Norman 
Carter, moved in with him, and 
together they began raising 
Carter's two teenage daughters 
from Carter's previous marriage. 
And they did it in conservative, 
small-town Nova Scotia. 

This is where the law, legislat-
ors, public opinion and Veld- . 
hoven's reality stood a decade 
after Trudeau's famous words. 

The law: Veldhoven and 
Carter's family were not illegal, 
but their family arrangement was 
not recognized as a marriage, 
along with the protections and 
privileges provided by such a 
union. 

The politicians: During the 
1970s and '80s the federal and 
provincial governments were, 
for all intents and purposes, not 
talking about families like Veld-
hoven's. 

Public opinion: It was complic-
ated and had direct affects, both 
good and bad, on their family. In 
their home, Veldhoven had to 
build a relationship with Carter's 
two teenage daughters, daughters 

Sean Foreman walked into the Nova Scotia Supreme Court 
prepared to fight for same-sex marriage in 2004. But he didn't 
have to, as the Crown and Justice Heather Robertson ruled in 
favour of changing Nova S9otia's laws. 

who were going to high school 
and subject to teasing for the life 
their father and stepfather 
(though not in legal terms) were 
leading. 

"I concentrated my efforts on 
making this family work," said 
Veldhoven. "The girls were now 
part of my daily life and I treated 
them like my own kids." 

The youngest of the two took 
longer to come around, but over 
time Veldhoven said they de-
veloped a mutual respect. 

In small-town Nova Scotia 
there is a lack of anonymity, and 
while there were prejudices 
among some, there was and re-
mains a custom of civility and 
care that meant the fears ofVeld-
hoven's friends were not realized. 
· In fact, both were active and 

respected members of Amherst's 
professional and volunteer com-
munity. 

In a way, said Veldhoven, 
people in Amherst treated his 
family with more respect than the 
law did. 

The law began to catch up in 
1992 when the Nova Scotia Hu-
man Rights Commission made a 
brave move. It arbitrarily an-
nounced it would start consider-
ing sexual orientation as grounds 
for lodging a complaint of sexual 
discrimination. 

"To be honest, I don't know 

how much legal support we would 
have had ifit had been chal-
lenged," said Wayne MacKay, a 
commission member at the time 
who is now a Dalhousie law pro-
fessor and Order of Canada mem-
ber. Because the commission's 
mandate is to enforce the laws 
created by the politicians, not 
make them. 

"But we were looking at a group 
in our society that were vulner-
able and being discriminated 
against, really with no good reas-
on," said MacKay. 

"When we passed the policy 
The (Chronicle) Herald ran an 
editor-ial saying it was the right 
thing to do and the time to do 
this, but' the legislature, and not 
the human rights commissioners, 
should be doing this. They were 
right, but the legislators weren't 
doing it." 

With public opinion still in 
opposing camps, the majority of 
politicians either didn't believe in 
or didn't have the political capital 
to spend to make the appropriate 
legislation. · 

Meanwhile, activists in the gay 
community were picking their 
battles and working on public 
opinion. It's to them that MacKay 
gives credit for the slow but 
steady changes. 

Because while politicians 
weren't leading the charge for a 
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more inclusive society, the slow 
sea change in public opinion 
meant the politicians also didn't 
come back and overrule the hu-
man rights commission. 

Now, finally, we come to Sept. 
24, 2004. 

Sean Foreman is an openly gay 
Halifax lawyer. In law school at 
Dalhousie University he was an 
outspoken champion of homo-
sexual rights. 

Because the federal govern-
ment refused to define who could 
get married, it fell to the 
provinces, whose legislators 
passed the issue off to their re-
spective courts. 

At 34, Foreman walks into the 
Nova Scotian Supreme Court 
prepared for a fight for same-sex 
marriage, knowing this may be 
the most significant case he will 
have in a long legal career. 

But he doesn't have to fight for 
it. The Crown doesn't oppose him 
and Justice Heather Robertson 
rules in favour of changing Nova 
Scotia's laws to allow same-sex 
marriages. 

Veldhoven marries the man he 
loves on Oct. 16. Cars line Victoria 
Street in Amherst for the civil 
ceremony that draws 125 guests. 

"Change takes time," said Veld-
hoven. "The young want 
everything to change at once, but 
it can't happen that way. We have 
come so far, but there is still much 
left to be done." 

And time also takes from us. 
In 2010, Carter died and Veld-

hoven was left in a big old empty 
house full of memories of the 
man with whom he'd shared 
36 years of his life. 

So now his life is dedicated to 
his children, grandchildren, great-
grandchild and using the time left 
to champion for further change. 

He moved to New Glasgow to 
live with a friend and has found it 
to be a surprisingly open com-
munity. But Veldhoven points to 
the exceptions: the stabbing of 
gay artist Scott Jones in down-
town New Glasgow last year, and 
the 2012 beating death of Halifax 
gay rights champion Raymond 
Taavel. 

"Education in our schools is so 
important." 

In March, Veldhoven was nom-
inated for the Order of Nova 
Scotia for his lifelong efforts to 
make our society a more inclusive 
one. Then there is the campaign 
for transgendered rights. Bill 
C-279, narrowly passed by the 
House of Commons, would make 
discrimination based on gender 
identity a criminal offence. It is 
currently being hotly debated in 
the Senate and could be thrown 
back to the lower house. 

"Now there are different levels 
of struggle," said MacKay. 

"Gays and lesbians have come a 
long way but the newer frontier 
seems to be transgendered 
people. That is a debate currently 
going on in the courts, the legis-
lature and the media." 



LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 

The politics of intolerence 
TO THE EDITOR: 

The new Conservative party of 
Canada is demonstrating again how 
right wing it really is, as the public 
was made aware of the people ap-
pointed to lead the party on an inter-
im basis. 

Dr. Grant Hill as interim leader, 
for example, is well known to under-
mine the existence of a gay society 
in Canada. Elsie Wayne, the woman 
who stood up in the House of Com-
mons and made it abundantly clear 
where she stood on the issue, as she 
made hateful and homophobic re-
marks about a great number of 
Canadians. The fact she serves as in-
terim deputy leader demonstrates 
the direction this party intends to 
take on this issue. Bill Casey; the MP 
from Cumberland-Colchester, voted 
against inclusion of sexual orienta-
tion in the hate crimes bill, as well as 
voting with the Alliance to protect 
the marriage law. 

It makes one wonder if these peo-
ple agree with crimes committed 
against gays and lesbians, and that it 
is just fine. 

This is an indication, if this par-
ty ever came to power in Canada, a 
large number of its citizens will 
loose whatever they have gained in 
the past few years. Canada will be 
known as a country that stifled 
equality for all, has intolerant gov-
ernment policies and a promoter of 
hate, as indicated by a negative vote 
from these MPs and others. 

Scott Brison, as an openly gay MP, 
could not possibly be a part of this 
party. We all know this man could 
not guide this party in a different di-
rection. He did what he had to do, 
and cross the floor. Anyone who does 
not understand this exit is obviously 

not in favour of equality. The hate 
will continue if this party is ever 
voted into power. It certainly would 
discredit Canada as a tolerant and 
just society. 

I think people generally tend to 
believe that gays and lesbians are 
only found in certain areas of the 
population. The reality is that your 
doctor, your lawyer, your teacher, 
your sales clerk, your MP and yes, 
your sons or daughters, brothers and 
sisters, may also be in that group of 
people. What would you do? Well, if 
the Conservative party came to pow-
er, your loved ones may have a very 
difficult time living in a society 
whose government denies them 
their equal rights. We should expect 
to be equally represented in Parlia-
ment and be treated with respect. 
Anything less is just not acceptable. 
I urge voters to be careful and think 
about what kind of society they pre-
fer-tolerant or intolerant, equal or 
unequal, fair or unfair. It really is 
very simple. 

We have been in a relationship for 
29 years and live as a normal, fully-
functional family. Between us we 
have two sons, two daughters, three 
grandchildren and one great grand-
child. 

It is time to grant gay and lesbian 
couples the equality they so richly 
deserve and let us live on par with 
other married couples. Hopefully; we 
will put a government in Ottawa 
which will grant the complete rights 
to all Canadians. It would certainly 
not be granted by an intolerant par-
ty consisting of hateful, homophobic 
members. 

Gerard Veldhoven 
and Norman Carter, 

Amherst 



RAISSA TETANISH -AMHERST DAILY NEWS 

CENSUS DISBELIEF - Norman Carter and Gerard Veldhoven were married the day the same-sex marriage act passed in Nova 
Scotia. Both are shocked by what they saw in the 2006 Census questionnaire - when asked the relationship to the first per-
son on the form, same-sex married couples are classified in the 'other' category, not 'husband or wife of.' 

CENSUS WORDING· STUNS 
SAME-SEX COUPLE 

BY RAISSA TETANISH 
Amherst Daily News 

AMHERST - When the Civil Mar-
riage Act was passed in 2004, many 
gay and lesbian couples jumped at 
the chance to say their vows to one 
another. Gerard Veldhoven and 
Norman Carter were one such cou-
ple. But when they fill out their 2006 
Census forms, they say they'll be 
leaving a comment on the last page. 

When filling out the question-
naire, each resident of the house-
hold is to state their relationship to 
the first person on the question-
naire. The form states 'same-sex 
married spouse' is to be classified 
as 'other' not 'husband or wife of '. 

"This is pretty shocking," said 
Veldhoven who found the news out 
first. 

StatsCan is claiming they didn't 
have time for an update of the cen- · 

sus since the passing of the Civil 
Marriage Act last July. After the 
laws in Canada were changed in 
June 2000 to recognize unmarried 
same-sex couples, the 2001 census 
had an additional category of 
"same-sex common-law partner." 

"They had plenty of time to 
change this," Veldhoven noted. 
"They're trying to go back in time." 

Carter agreed with his partner's 
statement. "What else is new? You 
get to the point where you think 
everything is great, then bang." 

"I don't know," said Veldhoven 
while rubbing his head. "This is ... " 

When Carter and Veldhoven fill 
out their census questionnaire, 
they're still planning on checking 
'husband or wife of '. Egale Canada 
is recommending other couples do 
so as well. Either response will 
show the same answer - a: married 
sa;gie.";; f:Ouple. 

"Same sex couples deserve equal 
treatment," said gay rights activist 
Eldon Hay. "It's just one of those 
things that we have to complain 
about. Gays and lesbians should be 
treated like straight people." 

"Being a gay rights activist is 
very comforting work, " said Veld-
hoven. "However, when you run 
into something like this, it makes 
you realize you still have a lot to ac-
complish." 

Aside from leaving a comment 
on the census questionnaire, both 
Veldhoven and Carter said they'd 
be writing letters to government 
over this issue. 

"You have to," Carter said. 
"It's this sort of thing that 

makes you realize the fight isn't 
over yet," Velqhoven added. "We 
can't just leave it lie, and this 
proves it." 

rtetanish@amherstdaily.com 



An attack on Canadian society 
To the editor: 

The gay community is voicing con-
cern regarding the recent announce-
ment by Citizenship and Immigration 
Minister Jason Kenny, that reference to 
gay rights in Canada shall no longer be 
mentioned in a study guide for immi-
grants. 

As it was made public, there was an 
uproar by those of us that feel it will 
regress equal rights, not only in this 
country, but prospective Canadians, 
especially those who are gay or lesbian, 
will be left to wonder if Canada is a safe 
haven for them after all. 

In countries, such as Uganda and oth-
ers, gays and lesbians face death or 
imprisonment anywhere from five years 
to life. 

Many aspects resurface with this irre-
sponsible announcement. 

Public's View 
Will we see a return to certain policy 

changes regarding equal rights for Cana-
dians? Likely not, but we must be aware 
of the possibilities. 

A shift to the right by a government 
that opposed equal marriage in the first 
place and fought vigorously in commit-
tee to not allow protection for gays and 
lesbians in the Criminal Code as a hate 
crime, does not spell trust. 

Regardless of one's sexual orientation, 
living conditions in Canada, as well as 
any other country, must b~ made known 
to new immigrants. 

The point is clear, Canada is a safe 
country for gays and lesbians and the 
government must see to it that prospec-

tive Canadians are aware of equal rights 
in this nation. 

Otherwise, we may as well get used to 
the idea that further changes may be 
forthcoming. and so with a socially con-
servative government the chances are 
very real indeed. 

After many positive changes during 
the past years, we should not even be dis-
cussing this issue. 

Mr. Kenny, please let Canadians be 
Canadians and let sexual orientation 
remain a proud part of who we really are 
and state the true policies of our country 
to newcomers. 

Outsiders may not be aware of our 
equal rights system. Let's educate them 
properly in our welcome. I • 

Gerard Veldhoven 
Amherst, N.S. 

(See PUBLIC'S VIEW on page 7) 



Hay honoured during 
Amherst's Pride Week kickoff 
Town's second 
Pride Parade 
on Saturday 

BY DARRELL COLE 
AMHERST NEWS 

AMHERST 

Rev. Eldon Hay was the epitome 
of intelligence, integrity and com-
passion. 

His work to bring equality and 
understanding for the LGBTQ 
community was honoured during 
Amherst's Pride flag-raising cere-
mony on Monday at the town flag-
poles at the Cumberland YMCA. 

"Eldon was a constant in his en-
deavour to make positive change," 
activist Gerard Veldhoven said 
during a tribute to Hay, who died 
last September. "He was a sought 
after speaker, and advisor, and this 
became Eldon's way of contribut-
ing to the betterment of Canada's 
LGBTQ society." 

Veldhoven said Hay's passion for 
equal treatment went far beyond 
the needs of the LGBTQ commun-
ity to include advocating for the 
rights of any individual or group of 
people. "1his is precisely the reason 
he has won the respect and love of 
so many," said Veldhoven, adding 
it was Hay who gave him inspira-
tion through the years. "He was a 
wonderful ally, who possessed a 
most unique sense of humour and 
was without doubt one of Canada's 
most outstanding citizens." 

Hay, who was named to the 
Order of Canada in 2004, began his 
journey as an activist in support of 
his son and daughter. Veldhoven 
said Hay had a conviction that 
equality will be a reality and that 
was spurred on by his concerns for 
his children. 

"That conviction spread toward 
all in the LGBTQ2 community and 
we are forever grateful," said Vel-
hoven, who was part of the first 
legally gay couple to wed in Nova 
Scotia 

Born and raised in Marvelville, 
Ont., Hay attended Queens and 
Carleton Universities, studying 
theology, and was ordained as a 
United Church minister in 1957. He 
then went on to receive a doctorate 
in theology from Glasgow Univer-
sity in Scotland. 

Teaching various coi:u-ses over 

DARRELL COLE - AMHERST NEWS 
(From left) LGBTQ acrivist Rogan Porter joins Amherst Police Const. Michelle Harrison, Amherst Mayor David Kogon and 
Cumberland County Warden Allison Gillis in raising the Pride flag in Amherst on Monday. 

his 35 years at Mount Allison, in-
cluding world religion and theol-
ogy, he retired from the university 
in 1997 with Professor Emeritus 
status. During that time, he also 
served as a part-time minister, 
mainly at the Jolicure and Pointe 
de Bute parishes. 

Hay has been an avid human 
rights activist over the years, deal-
ing with issues related to feminism, 
anti-Semitism, and anti-French 
sentiments. 

It was in 1986, however, when 
his son Ron came out as gay, that 
he then began to place more focus 
on erasing anti-homophobic views 
as well. Hay's advocacy for LGBTQ 
rights was instrumental in getting a 
regional chapter of PFLAG started 
in Moncton in the early 1990s. 
Months later, he helped initiate a 
PFLAG chapter in Amherst as well. 
Through group meetings and get-
togethers, PFLAG not only offered 
support, education and comfort 
for the family and friends of les-
bians and gays but also worked to-
wards a healthy society respectful 
of gender and sexuality. 

While the LGBTQ community 
has made significant gains, Mason 

Carter, who identifies as queer, 
said there remain many pitfalls and 
challenges. He said being queer can 
be very divisive and stressful. 

Rev. Eldon Hay (shown during a Pride 
celebration several years ago in Sack-
ville, N.B) was honoured during the 
kickoff to Pride Week festivities in 
Amherst on Monday. Hay passed 
away last fall. 

"The thoughts that cloud my 
mind and keep me from express-
ing myself are horrifying and scary; 
they forbid me from peeing in pub-
lic bathrooms because a mother 
might think I'm there to molest 

her child. They forbid me from cor-
recting people on my pronouns 
because what ifl end up like Sasha 
Wall, or Tonya Harvey, or the 10 
other men and women killed for 
being transgender in this year 
alone," Carter said. 

Carter said it's hard to fight with 
teachers to call him a boy or when 
a teacher assigns he and three girls 
to a cluster of desks and refers to 
it as a "group of girls," or when he 
has to confront a teacher in front of 
the class and make them apologize 
while peers ogle him like he's some 
strange beast 

"My life is consumed of thoughts 
of how to protect myself and that 
eats away at a person," Carter 
said. "I love myself and I wouldn't 
change a thing about who I am." 

Still, Carter said that as bad as 
things can get, there are still sup-
portive people out there. 

Events culminate on Saturday 
with Amherst's second Pride pa-
rade beginning at 2 p.m. with activ-
ities continuing in Victoria Square 
until5p.m. 

darrell.cole@amherstnews.ca 
Twitter: @ADNdarrell 
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