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Buchanan promises new, revised rights act 
By REG FENDICK 
The Daily News 

Premier John Buchanan has 
promised that the long-awaited 
revised Human Rights Act will 
be brought to the legislature in 
the spring. 

But Buchanan said he's not 
sure that it will have to contain a 
specific prohibition against dis-
crimination on the basis of sexu-
al orientation. He said the Nova 
Scotia Human Rights Commis-
sion's decision to reinterpret dis-
crimination on the basis of sex 
as meaning sexual orientation as 

well, might eliminate the need 
for legislative provisions. 

"Legally, if they 're right, 
then there's no need of a change 
in legislation,'' said Buchanan. 

The commission has been un-
able to hear cases involving dis-
crimination against gays be-
cause there was nothing in the 
act to allow that. On Wednesday 
it announced it would reinterpret 
the law. Buchanan would not say 
whether he approved of the com-
mission's initiative. 

"Certainly they have the 
right to proceed with their inter-
pretation," he said. 

ijuchanan, who has steadfast-
ly refused to bring in a revised 
act over the past two .years, told 
reporters his government will 
bring·one in next year. 

\ 

Many changes 

"We've had many changes in 
mind now for the last number of 
months as you know, and there's 
no doubt in the next session 
there will be a new Human 
Rights Act," he said. 

Over the past two years, At-
torney General Tom Mcinnis has 

tried in vain to bring in legisla-
tive protection for homosexuals 
despite the opposition of some of 
his caucus colleagues. Mcinnis 
said he agreed with the commis-
sion and both he and Buchanan 
said government would not chal-
lenge the commission. 

"What they have done gov-
ernment has accepted and 
there's not going to be any repri-
mands," said Mcinnis. 

"It's done." 
Mcinnis said he expected the 

lack of a sexual orientation pro-
vision in the Nova Scotia Human 

Rights Act itself could have been 
successfully fought · in the courts 
because the law does not protect 
all equally. 

" I would suspect that had this 
matter been challenged under 
the auspices of the charter -
particularly the equality rights 
section - the protection would 
have been there, '' he said. 

Buchanan called the commis-
sion's move significant because 
it could affect how human rights 
laws are read in provinces which 
do not have gay rights protec-
tion. 
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Thornhill should 
quit, NOP says 

NDP Leader Alexa McDonough yester-
day called on Tourism and Culture Minis-
ter Roland Thornhill to resign over the 
RCMP's reopened investigation into a con-
troversial bank deal involving him. 

She told the legisla-
ture Thornhill must quit 
or Nova Scotians won't 

I? believe the double stan-
1, <lard of justice - cited 
o in the inquiry report on 

the Donald Marshall Jr. 
affair - has been elimi-
nated. 

"There is an impor-
tant parliamentary 
principle involved here, THORNHILL 
the one that I think we 
have a responsibility to stand behind, par-
ticularly in view of the revelations of the 
Marshall :nquiry," she said. 

The rn-year-old Thornhill controversy 
involves a decision by four banks to allow 
him to settle $140,000 in loans for 25 cents 
on the dollar. 

An RCMP probe stopped short of laying 
charges against Thornhill after then-depu-
ty attorney general Gordon Coles inter-
vened. The Mounties reopened the case 
last week. 

Thornhill told reporters yesterday he 
will not step down. 

"I resigned a couple of years ago when 
this matter was resurfaced. Then I faced 
the general public ( in an election) ... and 
they supported me, ' ' he said. 

Thornhill said he'. tough out the cur-
rent investigation. "If . felt I should have 
(quit) I would have," he 8c id angrily. 

Liberal Leader Vince MacLean said he 
will not support the New Democrats' call 
for Thornhill's resignation. 

He said he feels such a move would be 
judging an individual before all the facts 
are dealt with. 

Gays press for rights 
Human rights for homosexuals contin-

ue to be ignored by the province but gay-
rights activists vowed yesterday to keep 
fighting for equality. 

"There wasn't anything about new hu-
man rights legislation for gays and lesbi-
ans in (Thursday's) throne speech," said 
Robert Allan, a spokesman with Lesbian 
and Gay Rights Nova Scotia. 

The group sent a delegation to Province 
House yesterday and members presented 
each MLA with cards and buttons saying 
activists will keep pressing the govern-
ment for legal protection from discrimina-
tion. 

Nova Scotia has human rights laws cov-
ering race and gender but not sexual ori-
entation. 

Robert Byers, president of the Gay and 
Lesbian Association of Nova Scotia, 
slammed the Tories for again snubbing ho-
mosexual rights. 

"Token gestures and verbal promises 
are not enough," he said. 

At least 14 government MLAs have pub-
licly supported the inclusion of sexual ori-
entation in the province's human rights 
legislation. 

Allan said he doesn't know what the 
problem is. "This government in general 
has refused to act.'' 

Up to 100,000 homosexuals live in the 
province, Allan said. 

In the legislature yesterday, Liberal 
Leader Vince MacLean introduced pro-
posed changes to the province's human 
rights law to protect gays and lesbians. 

"We believe all Nova Scotians should 
be treated equally," he said. 
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Leefe sticks to rights statements 
By REG FENDICK 
The Daily News 

Even though he is under fire from 
his cabinet colleagues, Environment 
Minister John Leefe is not backing 
down from his comments about gay 
rights and pedophilia. 

Leefe said Wednesday the fublic 
spectacle of the sexual abuse o boys 
at the Mount Cashel orphanage in 
Newfoundland makes it difficult to 
convince people of the need to provide 
human rights protection according to 
sexual orientation. 

The strongest opposition to that 
statement yesterday came from his 
cabinet colleague, Attorney General 
Tom Mcinnis. 

"I'm not going to get involved in a 
debate here in front of the cameras 
about what Mr. Leefe said. I know 

what he said and I don't happen to 
agree with it," said Mcinnis. 

The Liberals did not bring up 
Leefe's comments at all yesterday, 
even in a half-hour debate they held 
on human rights. NOP Leader Alexa 
McDonough's questions in question 
period had to do with road signs. 

For his part, Leefe refused to dis-
cuss the comments with reporters, 
telling them instead to read the Han-
sard transcript of the debate as he 
ran from the scrum of reporters and 
TV cameras. 

"Mr. Leefe, what's the connection, 
do you see, between pedophilia and 
homosexuality?'' one reporter asked. 

" I don't get the drift of your ques-
tion," he said. 

"You've said the reason this legis-
lation isn't passing ... " the reporter 
said. 

"I didn't say that. Read Hansard. 
Read Hansard,'' Leefe said before 
stalking into the chamber. 

Mcinnis has tried to bring in new 
human rights legislation that, among 
other things, would protect people on 
the basis of their sexual orientation. 
The bill has been ready to go for two 
years, but Mcinnis couldn't get it 
through the last step before it reached 
the House: the Tory caucus. 

Mcinnis said his caucus under-
stood the concept of human rights 
protection for minorities and said that 
Mount Cashel had not been a concern. 

"I'm not discussing anything that 
went on (in caucus), but I can tell you 
Mount Cashel did not come up in any 

· of the discussions I had in caucus with 
respect to this bill as to whether it did 
or when it did go ahead, " said Mc-
innis. 
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Guarding rights 
of gays wrong, 
Leete insists 
By REG FENDICK t:/ 
The Daily News IS -l, - J'c?) 

Environment Minister John 
Leefe says he knows of no dis-
crimination against homosexu-
als in Nova Scotia and that to 
give them specific human rights 
protection would amount to giv-
mg them special rights. 

"It's wrong to single out a 
particular group for special at-
tention in human rights," Leefe 
said. 

" It causes people to sharpen 
their focus to too great an ex-
tent, but it also is inclined to do a 
disservice to that one group ... 
because there is then not an ap-
propriate balance in the discus-
sion." 

Missed the point 
Liberal Leader Vince Mac-

Lean rolled his eyes and laughed 
when told of Leefe's comments. 
He said the point of human 
rights legislation is to give 
minorities the same rights as ev-
eryone else, not single them out 
for special status. 

"I think Mr. Leefe has totally 
missed the point," said Mac-
Lean. 

"There's that old saying in 
politics - when you're in a hole, 
stop digging. He should admit 
that he made a mistake, admit 

his ideas are prehistoric and be 
prepared to treat these and other 
Nova Scotians with the respect 
they deserve." 

The Gay and Lesbian Associ-
ation of Nova Scotia is outraged 
and has provided a list of 17 
groups and individuals who want 
an apology. 

Among them are Brenda Tay-
lor, one of the new appointees to 
the government's own Human 
Rights Commission, Debi For-
syth-Smith, president of the gov-
ernment's Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women, and Mari-
lyn Peers, recently named chair-
man of a government inquiry. 

"The argument that he is put-
ting forth is that because we live 
in an intolerant society, the gov-
ernment can't protect minorities 
from an intolerant society," said 
GALA project director J.C. Au-
coin. "It's totally indefensible." 

Leefe set off a controversy 
last week when he said the rea-
son people do not support human 
rights protection for homosexu-
als is because of publicity sur-
rounding the sexual abuse of 
boys at the Mount Cashel or-
phanage. 

Offended can sue 
The Opposition criticized 

Leefe as a homophobic dinosaur 
and At~orney General Tom Mc-
Innis apologized for the com-
ment on national television. 

Yesterday Leefe stood by his 
comment. 

"I don't equate those two 
things personally, but I do think 
there are a significant number of 
people who do," he said. 

He said he has seen no in-
stances of discrimination 
against gays and said that if 
someone had been fired for be-
ing gay, he could sue. He reject-
ed the notion that there are no 
grounds for such a suit in Nova 
Scotia. 

"That's like somebody saying 
they've never witnessed discrim-
ination against a black," said 
MacLean. 
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Cashel blocking gay rights Leete 
PCs say public not ready for homosexual protection 
By REG FENDICK 
The Daily News 

Some people in Nova Scotia 
don't want human rights pro-
tection for homosexuals be-
cause of the revelations of sex-
ual abuse of children at the 
Mount Cashel orphanage in 
Newfoundland, Environment 
Minister John Leefe said yes-
terday. 

Opposition critics branded 
his comments ignorant and 
homophobic. 

"For all of those of us who 
want to ensure that the law pro-
tects people irrespective of 
their sexual orientation, we 
find that it is very difficult to 
convince those who have doubts 
about how that can be done in 
the face of the kind of evidence 
we are hearing from the Mount 
Cashel inquiry," Leefe told the 
legislature yesterday. 

Link criticized 
Kings South Tory Derrick 

Kimball and Transportation 
Minister George Moody sup-
ported Leefe, saying there is no 
sense in bringing in legislation 
to protect anyone unless the 
public is willing to accept it. 

Opposition critics and the 
Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Nova Scotia were infuriated 
that Leefe would link 
homosexuality with pedophilia 

or give that as a reason not to 
protect gays' rights. 

"I thought that for an indi-
vidual who's supposed to be 
very well educated that it was a 
very dumb statement - totally 
inappropriate, no basis in 
fact," said Liberal Leader 
Vince MacLean. 

"It shows you the warped 
type of thinking that you've got 
on the government side of the 
House." 

The provincial government 
has had a new human rights act 
in the works for two years, but 
it hasn't made it through the 
Progressive Conservative cau-
cus because the bill calls for 
protection of homosexuals 
against discrimination. 

The Liberals introduced 
their own version of that bill at 
the start of the session and yes-
terday they called for a debate. 

J.C. Aucoin, program coor-
dinator for GALA, said Leefe 
was simply ignorant - that 
there is no connection between 
homosexuality and pedophilia. 

"Unfortunately it doesn't 
surprise me, but it definitely 
disappoints me. It would be 
nice to know that the leaders of 
this province are well informed 
and that is obviously not the 
case here," he said. 

NDP Leader Alexa McDon-
ough said: "We've got a really 

serious circular problem here. 
"The government that 

should be providing the leader-
ship to protect people against 
this profound ignorance will not 
do so .. . yet what they've dem-
onstrated so clearly is why we 
so desperately need the protec-
tions." 

After the sitting, Leefe re-
fused to discuss his comments 
with a mob of reporters but 
said he stood by the com~ents 
he made in a debate he de-
scribed as "a thoughtful dis-
course." 

'Needn't be evil' 

During the debate, he said 
affirmative action programs 
were a kind of permissible dis-
crimination against non-minor-
ities. 

"There are times when dis-
crimination need not necessari-
ly be an evil thing," said Leefe. 

In addressing the problem of 
gays being denied housing, 
Leefe said heterosexuals are 
just as likely to cause problems 
as gays. 

As his colleagues chuckled, 
Leefe quoted at length a salty 
newspaper clipping about a fe-
male college student who was 
evicted from her dwelling be-
cause her loud lovemaking was 
keeping the neighbors up. JOHN LEE FE: '' Difficult to convince those with doubts.'' 



Local anti-apartheid marchers wend their merry way through Halifax yesterday• 

Protection of human rights 
focus of separate marches 
By MARILYN $MULDERS ,. J,. 1 _ -b;,.. 
The Daily News #--"I w "'f\l 

In one part of Halifax, people demonstrat-
ing against South Africa's system of apart-
heid sang and chanted as they m~rche~ fro~ 
Halifax Main Library to Dalhousie Umversi-
ty yesterday. At the same time, gays, lesbi-
ans and supporters made a circuit of Citadel 
Hill in celebration of Gay Pride Week. 

While the causes were different, the goal 
of both groups was the same: the protection 
of human rights. 

Approximately 70 people joined the South 
African Freedom Day march which wrapped 
up with speeches and lively African da_ncing. 
Drivers in passing vehicles honked their sup-
port for the march. 

"For the past several years there hasn't 
been any reason to celebrate. With change 
now happening in South Africa, we f~nally 
have hope " said Lee Seymour, co-chairper-
son of the ' Coalition Against Apartheid. "Al-
·1-tough the foundations of apartheid are still 

~· 1"\ce we have hope because the world is mp... ' 

demanding change. Change will come; it 
can'tbestoppednow." . . 

Black South African Reeves Mabitsi, a 
member of the African National Congress, 
said change is possible partly because of the 
efforts of South African president F . W. 
DeKlerk. 

"He appears to be a bo~d and coura&eous 
man" for allowing the exiled leadership of 
the ANC back into the country and for freeing 
some political prisoners, said Mabitsi. 

At Rumours Bar, the scene of Gay Pride 
Week celebrations, gays and lesbians were 
also talking about discrimination. 

More than 150 people turned out for the 
march around Citadel Hill, but there would 
have been more if they didn't have to be 
afraid of going public, said J .C. Aucoin, pro-
gram co-ordinator for the Gay and Lesbian 
Association of Nova Scotia. 

Gay Pride Week marks the "politicizing of 
people who are forced into closets," said 
L.M. Murphy, convenor of the week. 

" It's empowering for us to be able to stand 
together." 

6 z -< 
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Gay rights activists stage mock game show in Halifax Grand Parade yesterday to call for human rights protection. 

Gays, lesbians stage parody protest 
By BARBRA BATEMAN 
The Daily News ' 

The medium may have been funny at 
the Grand Parade yesterday, but the mes-
sage was serious as gays and lesbians pro-
tested the provincial government's contin-
ued failure to include sexual orientation in 
new human rights legislation. 

Gary Gay, Lana Lesbian and Cary 
Closet were the contestants who stood in a 
pink cardboard set to play "Human Rights 
Jeopardy," a parody of the TV game show 
in front of a lunch-hour crowd. 

While the members of gay and lesbian 
rights groups hammed it up, the issues 
they raised were serious. 

Three men have died in the past two 
years in Nova Scotia as a result of gay-
bashing, they said. And they cited a na-
tional figure that indicated one in four gay 
men has suffered violence because of sex-
ual orientation, and one in nine lesbians 
met the same fate . 

The problems for most gays and lesbi-
ans in metro range from losing jobs or 
promotions to being turned away from res-
taurants , said J .C. Aucoin, spokesman for 
Gay and Lesbian Association of Nova Sco-
tia. 

He said his " invisible minority" only 
wanted the basic human rights other Nova 
Scotians take for granted. 

" It's the right to have a job, keep a job 
and get promoted based on our qualifica-

tions~" said A.ucoin. "We can't, because of 
one aspect of our life.'' 

Aucoin said it was appropriate the 
game be held the day after Liberal Leader 
Vince MacLean introduced a bill that 
would have changed the province's Hu-
man Rights Act - and the Tories rejected 
it. The protest was scheduled before they 
knew about the bill. he added. 

"That's the first active thing done on 
this issue in a while. They did something 
quite specifically to say no." 

Or, ·as the game's host said to the con-
testant who told her he'd lost his job be-
cause he was gay : "Well, that's too bad, 
Gary, but that's the way it goes in Nova 
Scotia." 
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Peter Wood addresses NOP Youth meeting in Halifax yesterday. 

Gay-rights activist raps gov't 
1-1-(fc> 

By CATHY NICOLL 
The Daily News 

The Buchanan government has been "crimi-
nal" in its indifference toward gays and gay is-
sues because they have failed to include gay 
rights in the Human Rights Act and are not in-
terested in finding out how many Nova Scotians 
are infected with the HIV virus, activist 
Peter Wood told a meeting of New Democrat 
Youth yesterday. 

McLaughlin Q&A/5 
"We're not asking for gay rights - I don't know 
what gay rights are exactly - all we're asking 
for are equal human rights, " he told the nation-
al delegates. "The response of the government 
when we asked them was 'Well, there'd be no 
point in including this in human rights legisla-
tion because human rights legislation does not 
solve discrimination.' 

"I'm sure the black community knows that 
human rights legislation does not solve discrimi-
nation, but it is at least an enunciation of princi-
ple." 

Wood said a new human rights act has been 
drafted, including the protection of gay men and 
women from discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation, but it will never pass into law as long 
as the Tories remain in power. 

"Premier John Buchanan said: 'Not in my 
life time. ' He doesn't want this legislation and it 
won't come into the house. I think that's an act 
of violence - denying people the right to be who 
they are," he said. . . .I think their behavior to 
this point has been criminal.'' 

Wood said it is estimated that 5,000 people in 
Nova Scotia are HIV positive. He said the feder-
al government wants each province to do a 
study to find out exactly how many people are 
HIV positive, but Nova Scotia is refusing to do it 
because the government doesn't want to know 
the extent of the problem. 
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edy fosters understanding 

1 

AND TALK ABOUT SMART! SOM~ OF MY 
BEST CASINET MINl~lERS WILL BE GAY, 

HAVE YOU NOTICEP 

-• 
THIS WIIOlE fKOVINCE 6£!TING A L/TTtE TIJQ 

WE/KP ON TH£ SU6JECT Of H/JNO!EXf/ALITY? 



''HM-Leo1s-~b-D~VS. 
• ·J.::luo f£' \ 
· ·.ttv Ge1-~·rv i-4rno.tcil!'"""' 

HHLl~HX 1~~J 1ne state or aemocracv 1n Nova ~cot1a was ouest10nec fuesaav 
as a gay-r1pnts grouo accuseo 10rv Premier jonn Bucnanan of 
si;a:L .J.1r10 ec:tl1a1-r:u::in·cs i::Hiier1omern-;s ·c.:o ·cne Hi.trnan r<:q:11Tcs Hc·c. < 

'At tn1s time we're coming ana saying a maJoritv (of caucus) want 
it.•' &a10 Hnne ~1snoo. OT Lesc1an Gav H1ants Nova Sc0~1a. < 

·we1 re saying sometning 01fterent rrom wnat we've ever sa10 oefore. 
we.1 ' re Ci ues:;·r; 1 or, 1 net oernc,cracy 1 r, Nova bco,; 1 a • . , ' < 

utr1c1a1s of ana Gay Rights Nova Scotia a news conference tnat 
1~ or tne ~H ior1es in tne nouse ~2-seat nouse tney raver tne 

act to numan rignts oasea on sexual orientation.< 
1nev sa1c most or tne otners nave agreec to rol1ow the will or tne maJor1ty 

w1 tn,:,1.1t aeoat;e. ano tne ND1:J ai.so tne < 
~ut 1n so1te or aovernmen't assurances .1.ast vear tnat wouio oe 

mace. ·notn1ng nas oeen orougnt torwaro ana tne s1ttinp of tne 
1ec1s1ature is not exoecteo to iast more tnan anotner tnree more weeKs., 

Maureen Snec10. anotner sooKesmen tor Lesci an ana Gay R19nts Nova bcot1a. 
s.;;110 Buc:.-nc:~r1a1'·1 1s ·cne orc•t)lern. < 

·we susoect it mav 0011 cown to one or two 9eocle w1tn1n caucus unw11i1ng 
to consenus to 1t.•• sne sa10. · ·we've unaoie to get any 1na1cat10n 
rr·-om -cne 1::>rern1er ·cna·c ne' s w:t. J. l 1ru:1 -cc, suooi:::,r't ·cn1s .1.eq1s.Lc'\'t: 10n. '' < 

·we~re say1YHl it must -ci1e oren11er.' 1 <. 
\ 

····Nu 1 cu1"'11Y1t.1\J r .1. NGl!l < 
Not ducnanan was n0t commenting on anytn1ng tnat was Qo1ng on 

1 n ca1.1c1.1s mee-r; 1 Y-,ps ·t:nese aays. ( 
1nese 0111s are 1n caucus ana we'll Just: nave t:o wait and see.'~ ne sa:t.a., 

ne also reruseo to say wnetner ne suooortea tne or1nciole of orotect1ng gay 
ano 1eso1an r1gnts tne same way etn1c minority r19nts are orotecteo. < 

·1 1 ve never oeen 1n a oosit1on wnere interest grouos ceterm1ne or 
wnen 1ec1s1a~1on goes into tne nouse or wnat or 1eg1s1at10n.,• ne 

sa J. a. < 
) ne T19nt ror 1nc1us1on oT gay ano 1eso1an r1gnts 1n tne act nas oeen a 

mess:v' ,:,ne tor .oucnanar, ana n 1 s 9overY1ment. < 
Last ra1i. 9overnment starr orougnt a rev1sec 0111 1ncluoing 

orotect1on or gav ano r1pnts. But in Octooer. tne orovince~s Human 
~1gnts ~omm1ss1on votea ~o reJec~ tne 

in tne cays tnat tnat vote. 
01:i.1. sett1r,g oft a cor.-crc,versy. { 
Barkat Knoknar, a member of tne 

comm1ss1on. ouo11c1v conoemnec tne 1itestvia ot gay leso1an ceoo.te~ wnom 
ne cau.eo ev 1 .. servay-,·t;s c,f tne oev1 L < 

A snort time later. KnoKnar was f1rec ov Httornev 0enera.1. 1cm Mclnn1s. wno 
1s m1r11st er resoc•Y1s101e f,:,r t11e humar, l"i'.1pn-cs i:-Jct., 

\ 
..-.. .81:::.!·· U!"<t:: CAUL US~< 

1Y;c.1.r1r11 s. wn,:, suooorts ·cne 1rn::11..1s1on ot gay ar1c1 .J.e1so1aY1 r:q;mts 1n "c;ne ac·t! 
won~t say wnat tne aelav 1s w1tn tne amenaments. otner tnan to comment tna~ 
,:;ne 01:.1 1s s·c1ll oer,:ire cauc,.1s. \ 

· ·1ne matter is caucus ano i nave aosolutei.y no 1ntent1on of 
a1scuss1nc wnat taKes clace oen1nc tnose ooors.'' ne tole recor~ers. <; 

Sneo10~ a l awyer. tne orov1nce may soon tine itsei.f facing a lepal 
I cna.i 1er,qe uruess ·cne ameY-1(:Jmern:: 1s ·caoiea • .; 

· · 1 cersonally oeiieve we're going to ~ee a aec1s10n come out of tne Suoreme 

Gourt o r Ganaoa oetore verv .1.on9 .J.J. tnat says sexua1 or1entat1on 1s to oe 
1r110J. 1ea sect ii::iY-1 :i.o ,:,,• tne Cnarter. ·• sne sa1a. < 

·wnen tnat 1 s 1n c1ace. 1 woutc say tnere 1s a cnal1enge ava1lao1e to the 
human ~1gnts Act 1n Nova Scotia ano to tne government of Nova Scotia 1f sexual 
,:,r1er.-ca·c10r1 :Lsn 1 t 1Y-1c.1.1.1oec oerore ·r;ner·,. • \ 
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Mcinnis snubs gay protest 
as rights conference opens 
By DOUG BEAZLEY 
Special to The Daily News 

With an introduction by Attorney 
General Tom Mcinnis, a speech by a 
senior United Nations diplomat and a 
little controversy, the Human Rights 
Today conference began yesterday at 
the World Trade and Convention Cen-
tre. 

The two-day conference, spon-
sored by the Nova Scotia Human 
Rights Commission, features seven 
discussion panels on topics ranging 
from women in the workplace to abo-
riginal rights . Panelists include aca-
demics, activists, civil servants and 
business people from across the coun-
try. 

The conference began under a 
cloud of protest when the Gay and 
Lesbian Association of Nova Scotia 
(GALA) released a statement Tues-
day calling Mclnnis's appearance 
yesterday morning "hypocritical", 
because of his government's recent 
rejection of a proposal to include sex-
ual orientation in a revamped provin-
cial human rights act. Mcinnis is the 
minister responsible for the act. 

''This only serves to emphasize the 
need for civil rights for Nova Scotia's 
lesbian and gay citizens that are de-
nied us by the very government that 
presumes itself qualified to speak to 
delegates at a human rights confer-
ence," said a GALA spokesperson. 

Couldn't care less 
, 

But Mcinnis said he was not con-
cerned about GALA's complaint. 

"Quite frankly, I couldn't care 
less," he said. "They have their 
views, but the people elected me." 

United Nations Secretariat princi-
pal officer Dr. Bertrand G. Ram-
archan kicked off the day's discus-
sion with comments on the world cul-
ture of human rights and the role of 
the UN in protecting the rights of the 
individual. 
· "There is growing support for a 

concept of universal human rights," 
he said. "The UN charter commits 

the organization to maintaining re-
spect for human rights.'' 

A panel discussion on employment 
equity dr~w angry words from Mc-
Master University professor Harish 
C. Jain, who was called to testify at 
the Metro Transit inquiry into alleged 
discrimination against job applicant 
Kevin Downey last month as an ex-
pert on workplace racism. 

"Kevin Downey was asked a ques-
tion by the interviewer (using the 
term) 'black bastards'," he said. 
"That is illegal and there is no ques-
tion about it." 

Ontario Hydro Employment Equi-
ty manager Felix Caesar told dele-
gates that the federal government's 
program to bring more women and 
minorities into the workplace was too 
weak to be effective. Dr. BERTRAND RAMCHARAN 

Meeting's lack of panel 
on racism gets criticism 

Victims of racism are 
not being given a voice 
in the Nova Scotia Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion's conference, says 
the president of the Par-
ent-Students' Associa-
tion of Preston. 

"Our organization 
feels unwelcome ... 
invisible," said Cain-
Grant. "We feel like 
our concerns are not 
considered important 
enough to be included. 
They have to include 
the victims ( on the 
panels) ... there's no-
body up there repre-
senting us." 

But NSHRC acting 
executive director 
Bridglal Pachai said a 
separate panel on rac-
ism wasn't necessary. 

"Racism pervades 
every facet of life,"_ he 

"I am concerned that 
there is no panel on rac-
ism," said Evangeline 
Cain-Grant as she angri-
ly confronted members 
of a conference panel on 
employment equity yes-
terday. "In Nova Scotia, 
racism has become the 
number one human 
rights issue. The prob-
lem should have been 
given special considera-
tion." 

CAIN-GRANT said. " It comes up in 

Cain-Grant is concerned that the 
two-day conference is ignoring the 
experiences of racism victims • 

the workplace, in the area of women 
and human rights. There is no need 
for a separate panel on racism. It 
must be tackled in its entirety." 
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Lesbians, gays 'insulted' by Mcinnis comment 
By DOUG BEAZLEY 
Special to The Daily News 

Lesbian and gay activists in 
metro feel "let down and insulted" 
after Attorney General Tom Mc-
Innis said Thursday he "couldn't 
care less" about a complaint by a 
local homosexual lobby group, a 
s~kesman for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights Nova Scotia said yesterday. 

"He's saying, 'I don't have to 
answer to gay rights activists' " 
said Anne Bishop. "That comme~t 
affects all of us." 

Mcinnis made the comment af-
ter . delivering the opening address 
for the Nova Scotia Human Rights 
Commission's two-day conference. 
He was responding to a press re-
lease by the Gay and Lesbian Asso-
ciation of Nova Scotia (GALA), 

calling Mcinnis' appearance at the 
conference "hypocritical" after his 
cabinet's refusal to include sexual 
orientation in the provincial human 
rights act earlier this year. 

Bishop said the statement came 
as a surprise. "We had understood 
up until now that Mcinnis was in 
support of adding sexual orienta-
•tion to the human rights act," she 
said. "This comment says he's not. 
It says he doesn't consider us peo-
ple. " 

Bishop's response came in the 
middle of the final day of the con-
ference after she took part in a 
panel discussion on human rights 
in ~he workplace. Bishop told The 
Daily News after the .discussion 
that her group felt Mcinnis was on 
its side in the continuing fight to 
have sexual orientation written into 
human rights legislation. 

"He's been a major support," 
she said. "He's done what he can, 
(considering) not everybody in the 
government supports it.'' 

But after reading Mclnnis's 
comment in Thursday's issue of 
The Daily News, Bishop had a dif-
ferent view. 

"It certainly contradicts what 
he said in the past." she said. "It 
means one of the key players (in 
changing the Act) is against us. " 

"We feel betrayed." 

Discrimination panel 
raises angry notes 

Delegates to the Nova Scotia Human Rights Com-
mission conference yesterday sounded some angry 
notes in a panel discussion on discrimination in the 
workplace. 

Lesbian and Gay Rights Nova Scotia spokesman 
Anne Bishop, who said she lost her job because she is a 
lesbian, said that male and female homosexuals in 
Nova Scotia faced the constant threat of losing their 
jobs and their homes because of discrimination. 

"If you're an invisible minority, you face two 
choices: tell them in the interview, or keep it to your-
self and risk getting found out later,'' Bishop said. 

Bishop said the problem was rarely visible to the 
public, but including sexual orientation in the Human 
Rights Act would help. "It would be a major improve-
ment if we had protection," she said. The Human 
Rights Act said "it protects all members of the human 
family. I can't see how anyone can claim we are not 
part of the human family.'' 

Of mandatory retirement, solicitor Karin McCaskill 
said that, thanks to recent provincial and Supreme 
Court of Canada cases, more people might decide to 
work past the age of 65 and "employers will have to do 
a better job of maximizing the use of people re-
sources." 

Nova Scotia Human Rights Commissioner Wanda 
Bernard said visible minorities did not often have ac-
cess to anything but low-paying jobs. 
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EDITORIAL 

Minister's remarks 
insulting to gays T HEY MAY have been at it for 11 years, 

but members of the Buchanan govern-
ment still show a propensity for shoot-
ing themselves in the collective foot. 

The latest example: Attorney General Tom Mc-
innis, who came under fire last week from the 
Gay and Lesbian Association of Nova Scotia 
(GALA) on the eve of a two-day conference 
sponsored by the Nova Scotia Human Rights 
Commission. 

_Mr. Mcinnis dismissed protests from GALA 
about the exclusion of gays from protection un-
der the provincial Human Rights Act. "Quite 
frankly, I couldn't care less," he said. "They 
have their views, but the people elected me.' ' 

It could be inferred from that statement that 
gays aren't among "the people." That was the 
connection Anne Bishop of Lesbian and Gay 
Rights Nova Scotia made the day after Mr. Mc-
Innis's comments. Ms. ~ishop, who had as-

. sumed Mr. Mcinnis supported the inclusion of 
sexual orientation under the act, was disturbed 
by his comments. "It says he doesn't consider 
us people,'' she said. 

Even if it was a slip of the tongue, the minis- · 
ter owes the gay community and Nova Scotians 
an apology. More than that, though, the provin-
cial government should give gay Nova Scotians 
full protection of the law through the provincial 
Human Rights Act. 

Last week's conference on human rights 
spoke volumes about the government's attitude: 
Ms. Bishop was included on a panel discussion 
on human rights in the workplace only after her 
organization wrote a letter of complaint to the 
provincial commission. 

Mr. Mclnnis's insensitive comments about an 
organized, much-maligned minorio/ were yet 
another example of an administration whose at-
titudes are out of step with every other govern-
ment in Canada (except, perhaps, Bill Vander 
Zalm's government in B.C. - nothing to be 
proud of) . 

Remember Health Minister David Nantes' 
saying earlier this year that there was no such 
thing as racism in Nova Scotia? Hah. 



Whopping majority favor equal rights for gays .· -
By LIONEL WILD . •• • .• • •• • • ,.. • ,. The fact we posed Monday's gaysspecial rights. ::/ J % people may feel a little more se-

The Daily News 1rtrlillli1 ti:~~~:~:oih~r~; r::ri~~~7J.a,i,r:~f,~ 
Rights are rights and homo- ' w ing this question," said Andrea The spectre of AIDS cropped in fact refuse to be tested for 

sexuals are human beings, say 468_2?84 Currie of Halifax. "We have to up in some of your responses, AIDS precisely because of the in-
Hotliners. 4'JI take a hard look at ourselves." and most often were symptomat- securities connected with being 

It's as simple as that. --------=---- A principal argument arising ic of homophobia (hatred or fear associated with the gay popula-
We had 150 people respond to from the question was whether of homosexuals). One such re- tion." 

Monday's Daily News Hotline are not protected is something homosexuals were asking for sponse - and there were a few Of our 150 respondents, 92 of 
question, "Should homosexuals that has been taken away. equal rights or special rights. In of them - went along the lines, them _ or 61.3 per .cent _ were 
be protected by human rights "This is not something we are a nutshell, the pro-rights lobby "They should be persecuted women. A big majority of those 
legislation in Nova Scotia?" A giving them. It is something that contended that gays and lesbians even more." women _ 76_1 per cent _ said 
whopping 71.3 per cent of you - has been taken away from them are seeking the same. protection But the AIDS issue was raised homosexuals should be protected 
107 people - said that protection that every human being has a from job and housing discrimi- in a different light by Father Mi- by human rights legislation. 
of homosexuals and lesbians rightto: equal rights." nation to which heterosexuals, chael MacDonald of the Nova 
should be included in an amend- The lobby group Lesbian and blacks or natives are entitled. Scotia Persons with AIDS Coali-
ed provincial Human Rights Act. Gay Rights Nova Scotia The anti-rights proponents - tion. 

"All people should be protect- (LGRNS) last week charged Pre- 43 people, or 28.6 per cent of our "If gays and lesbians were 
ed by human rights legislation," mier John Buchanan with hold- sample - argued that including assured of civil rights. and pro-
said Bev MacKay of Halifax. ing up legislation providing for sexual orientation in the Human tection under the law according 
.. 'The fact that gays and lesbians protection for homosexuals. Rights Act amounted to giving to human rights legislation, then 

The 58 men who called made 
up the remaining 38.7 per cent of 
the sample. A slightly reduced 
majority of men - 63.8 per cent 
- felt homosexuals should have 
their rights protected. 
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Gays say premier stalling 
By REG FENDICK 
The Daily News 

Most Nova Scotia MLAs sup-
port human rights protection 
for homosexuals, but new legis-
lation granting it has been held 
up by the premier, a gay lobby 
group charged yesterday. 

Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Nova Scotia told a press confer-
ence it had informally polled all 
27 members of the Conservative 
caucus. Group member Mau-
reen Shebib said 13 members of 
the caucus and Speaker Art 
Donahoe want human rights 
protection for gays included in 
a promised Human Rights Act. 

None of the other Tory MLAs 
told the group they oppose pro-
tection for homosexuals, but 
they wouldn't give their support 
either. 

"We're able to say conclu-

MLAs back rights bill, lobby group says 
sively that 14 of the Conserva-
tive MLAs expressly support in-
clusion of sexual orientation in 
our human rights legislation. 
Many others said they would 
not oppose or not stand in the 
way," she said. 

"In the process of meeting 
with these MLAs, we did not 
hear any of the kind of negative 
responses you might expect to 
hear from people who are op-
posed." 

That bill is stalled in the 
Tory caucus, but no one is say-
ing why. 

Premier John Buchanan re-
fused to comment yesterday, 
saying he never discussed legis-
lation until it's introduced. Nor 
would the premier comment on 
the gay rights group's specula-

tion that he is holding up the 
legislation. 

"I've never said yes to them 
and I've never said no to them, 
so they must be mind-readers, 
but I doubt it very much," said 
Buchanan. 

Buchanan said that caucus is 
considering some undisclosed 
amendments to the bill. 

Shebib said the supporters of 
the homosexual rights protec-
tion are Terry Donahoe, John 
Leefe, Tom Mcinnis, Don Mc-
innes, David Nantes, Joel 
Matheson, Greg Kerr, Derrick 
Kimball, Jerry Lawrence, Ro-
llie Thornhill, Al Mosher and 
Chuck MacNeil. She said 
Speaker Art Donahoe - a Tory 
who does not sit in caucus -
and one other Tory who didn't 

want their name used, also sup-
port the idea. 

The Liberals and NDP al-
ready support homosexual 
rights protection, so the group 
says it must be a powerful fig-
ure such as Buchanan who's 
blocking it. 

Buchanan has said he's not 
sure there is enough time to 
pass the act this session. But 
Shebib said there isn't any op-
position to the bill so it could be 
dealt with in a couple of days. 
· Group member Barbara 

Rumsheidt said that some 
MLAs believe mistakenly that 
gays and lesbians want special 
protections not available tooth-
er Nova Scotians. 

"They are looking for the 
right to rent a house, to secure 
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JOHN BUCHANAN 
custody of a child, to conduct 
their relationships in a way that 
anyone else would be able to do 
without asking for any special 
privileges." 

Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba 
and the Yukon, which together 
are where 60 per cent of Cana-
dians live, all have protection 
for sexual orientation in their 
human rights codes. 



Has Buchanan quit listening? 
Upon what meat doth this our 

Caesar feed, . 
That he is grown so great? 

- Shakespeare's Julius Caesar 

Answer: It sure isn 't humble pie. 

A FTER LAST September's 
provincial election I wrote 
this about the man who 
had just won his fourth 

consecutive term in office: "Even 
his warmest admirers wouldn't call 
John Buchanan a political philoso-
pher or idealist ... . The dea_n of all 
the premiers is a pragmati?~ and 
populist with the uncanny ab1hty to 
understand and reflect the concerns 
of the faceless fellow the NDP 
reaches for - 'the ordinary Nova 
Scotian'." 

Now I'm beginning · to wonder 
whether prolonged feeding on the 
sweet meats of power has dulled Bu-
chanan's renowned political judg-
ment. Behind that back-slapping, 
ever-smiling, good ole boy fa~ade, 
has Buchanan simply stopped hsten-
ing - to his cabinet, his caucus, his 
party his public and, last and per-
haps '1east, to the news media? It 
seems so . 

. . Consider the proposed amend-
ments to the Human Rights Act 
which would make it an offense to 
discriminate against homosexuals in 
matters of housing and employment. 

The amendments have the sup-
port of most of the cabinet, including 
Attorney General Tom Mcinnis, 
most of the Tory caucus, and all of 
the Liberal and NDP members of the 
legislature. Yet, by al~ repor_ts, it's 
the premier alone who 1s stallmg the 
legislation. 

Free vote 
Why? If Buchanan thinks that the 

legislature doesn't reflect the true 
views of Nova Scotians, th~t the gen-

:::::•: •:·:·· .. •·· .. : 
. . . .• . .. ~-. . 

::tr~ 
eral public is much more 
homophobic·than the ~LAs? ~hen let 
him commission a pubhc opm10n po~l 
and be guided by the results. Or, 1f 
he's concerned about a redneck 
backlash, let the amendments go to 
a free vote in the House. 

Or is Buchanan, with his unfet-
tered power, simply parad_ing his 
own prejudices w~en ~e contmues to 
deny elementary Justice to 10-15 per 
cent of Nova Scotians whose sexual 
orientation he finds an anathema? 

Whatever the reason for the pre-
mier's intransigence, he is becomi~g 
increasingly isolated from mam-
stream opinion - where the votes 
are thickest, as he so well used to 
know. 

Consider Buchanan's proposed 
amendments to the Public utili~ies 
Act to remove from PUB examma-
tion all capital expenditures of the 
Nova Scotia Power Corp. If he had 
acceded early on to Liberal and NDP 
demands that the Public utilities 
Board continue to scrutinize NSPC 
applications for new pawer pl~nts 
while making the cabmet the fmal 
authority the premier would have 
come out smelling like a rose and 
looking like a reasonable leader. 

Instead by remaining stubborn 
as a mule: he has come out loo~ing 
and smelling like a jackass. A dicta-
torial jackass as even the usually. 

· mild-mannered and Tory-tinged Hal-
ifax Herald recognized in a number 
of fire-and-1:>rimstone edito~ials_. 

The ordinary Nova Scotian 1s now 
entitled to conclude that the ~re-
mier, plus his two Tory crorues, 

chairman Joe Macdonald and presi-
dent Louis Comeau, can do as they 
wish with the Power Corp., free of 
interference of any kind. 

Our John, our Honest John, our 
Ham-handed John has grown great 
indeed, even gross yet. . . 

.. Consider how Buchanan 1s losmg 
the political battle with Dr. Henry 
Morgentaler. And that's hard to ~e-
lieve considering that the premier 
probably ~as t~e bulk ~f the people 
on his side m wantmg to keep 
Morgantaler out of the province. 

After Morgentaler announced he 
was planning to establish an abor-
tion clinic in Halifax, but before he 
did anything to carry out his inten-
tion, Buchanan pass~d legislat!on 
outlawing free-standing aborb~n 
clinics. This legislation, passed m 
anticipation of an act a~d clearly 
aimed at one person, will have a 
hard time clearing the courts on con-
stitutional grounds. 

As it is, by restricting _his Halif~x 
operation for the time bemg to gwd-
ance and referrals, the doctor has 
thrown his opponents, including Bu-
chanan off stride. So has his offer to 
turn his McCully Street abortion 
clinic over to the province. Buchan-
an turned down the .offer, giving 
Morgentaler another small victory 
in the war of wits. 

The next skirmish comes later 
this month when the Canadian Abor-
tion Rights Action League (read 
Morgentaler) takes the p~ovinc~ ~o 
court over its anti-abortion chruc 
law. By becoming the plaintiff _in-
stead of the defendant in the action 
(which he would have been had he 
actually performed any abortions in 
the province), Morgentaler has 
gained the psychological if not legal 
advantage. 

Morgentaler accuses Buchanan of 
acting like "a feudal lord." I think 
he has something there. 
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Gays call 
for gov't 
to amend 
rights law 
By MARK BLANCHARD 
The Daily News 

Two hundred pink-shirted 
gays and lesbians sang in the 
streets yesterday, proclaiming 
the end of Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Week. 

But as they marched for an 
hour through downtown Hali-
fax, startled spectators also 
heard angry appeals for 
amendments to Nova Scotia's 
Human Rights Act: 

"One, two, three, four -
rights are what we're fighting 
for. 

"Five, six, seven, eight -
legislate without the wait." 

Others chanted: "We are 
who we are ; we love who we 
please; homophobia is a social 
disease." 

Gays say the province's 
present legislation doesn't pro-
tect people from discrimination 
because of their sexual orienta-
tion. 

Proposed changes to the Hu-
man Rights Act have been 
stalled in the government cau-
cus, and some people blame 
Premier John Buchanan for 
blocking them. 

"I'm not sure what the pre-
mier's problem is. He 's just up-
tight about the whole topic," 
said Eric Smith, the Shelburne 
teacher ousted from his class-
room after testing positive for 
HIV, the virus that is responsi-
ble for Acquired Immune Defi-
ciency Syndrome. He is a for-
mer member of the Nova Scotia 
Task Force on AIDS. 

"It's. become very apparent 
in the past month that there is 
no protection for gays - and 
for that reason a lot of people 
have decided to stay home," 
Smith said. 

Some, however, were dis-
guised yesterday behind paper 
bags and bandanas. And one 
protester made no apology for 
hiding his identity. His placard 
read : "Lose the bag, lose the 
job." Gay Pride Week marcher with his message yesterday. 





Homosexuals fight for rights 
continued from page 1-WJ 

Tackling the sensitive issue of 
the public's equating homosexual-
ity with criminal behaviour such 
as child molesting, Shebib be-
comes dead serious as she ex-
plains the gulf between the two. 

"The public says, 'if we give 
this legislation, we're condoning 
this behaviour' and we've been 
saying over and over this is not 
true. Statistics show it's primarily 
heterosexual men who a buse 
kids." 

The Newfoundland example 
is one where pedophiles - adults 
who prefer children for sex - hap-
pened to have more access to 
boys than girls, but that doesn't 
mean they are necessarily homo-
sexual or that all homosexuals 
should suffer for the priests' sins, 
she says. 

" Whatever happened in 
Newfoundland is wrong, is wrong, 
is wrong. 

"But to take 10 per cent of 
the population and deny them 
their rights is illogical and just as 
wrong. " 

Lesbian and Gay Rights be-
gan its lobby following a conten-
tious decision last October in the 
province's Human Rights Com-
mission when it rejected by a 8-6 
vote a staff rewrite which includ-
ed protection for homosexuals. 
The decision drew fire from the 
commission's director Tony John-

stone for the lack of understand-
ing of some his politically-ap-
pointed commissioners. 

That stand made Nova Scotia 
the only province in Canada 
,whose human rights commission 
did not recommend protection for 
gays. 

Lesbian and Gay Rights 
member Ken Belanger, who co-
presented the group's brief to the 
board last August, says the recep-
tion was generally positive. He 
says the one exception was a "hu-
miliating, homophobic" five-min-
ute lecture by a board member 
who resigned over letters he 
wrote to a newspaper in which he 
called homosexuals "evil." 

Despite winning over both op-
position parties and a majority of 
Tory caucus members, the at-
tempt by Lesbian and Gay Rights 
to have sexual orientation insert-
ed into the Human Rights Act by 
the legislature ultimately failed. 
Peter Wood, chair of Nova Scotia 
Persons with AIDS Coaltion 
echoes Petite's charges that the 
premier was the obstacle. 

"We knew that if it was intro-
duced, it would pass. The legisla-
tion was not introduced because 
Buchanan didn't want it," says 
Wood, who allied with Lesbian 
and Gay Rights' fight in the hope 
of easing the discrimination faced . 
by the gay men who make up 80 
per cent of 3,000 to 6,000 Nova 

Scotians infected with the AIDS-
causing virus. 

AIDS has been a rallying 
point for gay activists, who credit 
the epidemic and the neglect of it 
early on by straight authorities as 
a major catalyst in the gay rights 
movement. 

Protecting AIDS victims was 
one of three aims of the Lesbian 
and Gay Rights lobby, along with 
fighting discrimination and help-
ing gay youth who face a trau-
matic coming out. 

Last fall, the province an° 
gered AIDS activists by rejecting 
recommendations from its own 
AIDS task force. The task force 
recommended the government 
protect HIV-positive persons and 
those associated with them from 
the discrimination which, in many 
cases, was sending them under-
ground . Joel Ma theson, then 
health minister, said the govern-
ment already had such policies. 

"Anyone with eyes and ears 
knows that policy doesn't exist, or 
they would have allowed (AIDS 
activist) Eric Smith to teach, or 
that old woman (diagnosed as 
HIV-positive in 1987) into North-
wood," says Wood. 

The fe der a l government, 
whose progressive policies are 
praised by Wood, has pledged 
$233,000 to the coalition, while 
the province has told them it will 
not fund a "perceived" gay group, 

says Wood. 
Child workers may eventually 

check for sexual orientation in 
troubled youth in the way they 
now ask about incest, says Elaine 
Jacobsen, an adolescent worker 
with the Halifax Children's Aid 
Society 

Jacobsen, who spent three 
months at a New York-based in-
stitute for gay youth in 1986, says 
counsellors find truancy, drug 
problems and suicide are common 
in pre-teens and teens who feel 
attracted to their own sex, but 
struggle to fit society's heterosex-
ual norms. 

"If you're 14, and you go into 
any school bathroom, you see 
graffiti saying 'kill all fags and 
dykes.' That's a very strong mes-
sage. So they have to stay in hid-
ing." 

"The lack of legislation gives 
an explicit message that it's not 
okay to be gay." 

Although the Nova Scotia's 
record for being progressive in its 
laws is "not very good," Shebib 
remains optimistic that the prov-
ince generally supports rights for 
gays and lesbians. 

"I think there's enough sup-
port in the government for it. And 
it's not an issue I'm prepared to 
give up on, it's a matter of self-
respect for me. If you can't advo-
cate for yourself, who can you ad-
vocate for?" 
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Anne Bishop, Debi Forsyth Smith and Marilyn Keddy call for protection for gays, single parents and the mentally ill. 

Groups unite in rights lobby 
Gays, single parents, mentally ill seek protection 
By REG FENDICK 
The Daily News 

Homosexuals and groups 
representing single parents and 
the mentally ill banded togeth-
er yesterday to lobby the Bu-
chanan government into giving 
them specific human rights 
protection. 

The province is drafting new 
human rights legislation and 
critics are concerned there will 
not be protection for gays and 
lesbians, single mothers and 
pregnant women, and the men-
tally ill . 

At a hastily arranged news 
conference yesterday, four 
groups did a little lobbying. 
They will also stage a protest at 
the legislature today 

"Thousands of people in this 
province are denied access to 
housing, jobs and public ser-
vices," said Debi Forsyth-
Smith, president of the Nova 
Scotia Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women. 

"They are not turned away 
for any legitimate reason but 

TOM MclNNIS 
solely because they are single 
parents, because they are gay, 
lesbian or bisexual or because 
they have experienced mental 
health difficulties." 

Protections for homosexuals 
is in the draft legislation, but 
Anne Bishop, of Lesbian and 
Gay Rights Nova Scotia, said 
she fears that clause will be re-
moved when it is taken before 

Tory MLAs for a final once-
over 

Attorney Tom Mcinnis, the 
minister responsible for the Hu-
man Rights Act, said yesterday 
he does not know what the 28-
member Tory caucus will do 
with the bill or whether it will 
be introduced this session. But 
he hinted the legislation will be 
introduced. 

"Don't be pessimistic. Wait 
and see." 

Caucus has discussed the bill 
on several occasions, but Mc-
Innis said he is not sure when 
its final decision will be made. 

Mcinnis would not say how 
he feels about sexual orienta-
tion rights, but said he has 
heard every side of the issue 
and said no one has opposed the 
idea. 

Bishop said her group has no 
firm evidence to support its 
feeling the government will let 
it down, But the refusal of gov-
ernment members to meet with 
the group is a signal indication, 
she said. 

"Either this if.. fairly unim-

portant to them, or they don't 
want to be seen with us, or 
they're afraid of catching 
something from us, or their 
staff is protecting them. I don't 
know what to make of them," 
Bishop said. 

Mcinnis said that's not true. 
He said he is willing to meet 
with groups about rights pro-
tection for homosexuals. 

" I've told them and I know 
my executive assistant has told 
them I'd meet with them at any 
time. I have no difficulty with 
that at all ," he said. 

" I don't recall them ask-
ing." 

Marilyn Keddy, coordinator 
of the 60 group Women's Action 
Coalition of Nova Scotia, said 
having human rights legislation 
broadened wouldn't immediate-
ly reduce discrimination, but at 
least it provide be a recourse 
for victims of jt. 

The Canadian Mental Health 
Association also endorsed the 
statement made at the press 
conference, but no one fr.om the 
organization was present. 
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