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ATIS'I'RACT 

~Tost of the historic;,,l work s concerning ~forthern Ni geria have 

deal t almost wholly with the Euslim areas . 'I'his is true for both 

': he pre- colonial and colonial history of this area . This study 

,,t tempts to parti al ly correct t his anomal y by ax1a l ys i ng the non- r·:uslim 

area of t h e Jos Plateau . 

Prior to t':1e intrusion of the 13i rom , the ,Jo s Pl a. teau a :r:rpears 

to have been settled by pastor,;.l groups ; t he 3 i::."o~ , 1·1hen they first 

c 3., :.e on to t he Pl a t eau a fter about 1600 , Here farmers with many dwarf 

c~ttle . Many o ther sroups climbed t he e s c 11.l'pmen t at the time of the 

?ul 2:li. ,jihad in the nineteenth c entury . 'l'his mi p;rat ion , in addition 

t c t he usual mov 2ment of p8oples with in t he plateau area , c a used a 

r> uir~ber of al terat3~ons i n t11e poli-tic2J. and social orga..~ization of 

t;·~.e various pla.teau peoples . 

'11he jihad and t he numerous re.f.'ugees it created produ ced two 

re ;c-,ct.i.ons . '.Phe first was the militaD t resistance that the pla teau 

;; ,?oole exerted in order to maintain t heir independence in the .face of 

t":--,e jihadist armies . The second reac t ion was one of accom.rnodation with 

3.::d a.t time s absorption , of t !1e refug ees . This social a.ccor;rrnodation 

:::"-'' lie accour1ted for not only by the a cia:ot a b.on of the pl a t eau indil~enes 

-~a a n ew s itua t i on out also by the ru :,,;E ed terrain of the 1_1lateau . 

la.t te:r· recwtion me,mt that ma.ny re fugees were compelled to join 

indi g,mes who had t :i.ken up impreena::il e def ensive 1io s i tions on the 

::ocky h iJ.J s that characterise t his 2.rea . 'r'nese IT'ergers pro '.J.uced a 
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number cf social and politi cal adaptations which resulted in corrm1uni ties 

:iifferent from what they had been before . '."his process gave rise to 

a grea ter diversity of settlements on t h e plateau . 

1:ii th the mili t ary invasion by the British in t he twentieth century 

however , neither reaction was p:!'.'acti cable . British mili tary superiority 

n,:-.de ;;;ilitant re sista."lce suicidal . Eor were the new i ntruders who 

followed t:ie British , the Fu.lax1i , Hause. a.nd Yoruba, readily accommodated 

b:,r the plateau societies. 3y the .ir large numbers, vastly different 

culture and religions and their association with the conquering British 

t ' -.ci newcomers were quite different fror;i earlier settlers on the 

-p J s. t .. ~au . ~L1hese plate au societies then 1.-d .thdrew into insularity a..ri.d 

re sisted passively and rather successfully any encroa ch~'nent on their 

,,; a.:rs of life . 

This insul arity was penetrated in a nurnber of ways but it wa.sn ' t 

w1til t t e 1930s that the British actninis trators attempted to ur1derstand 

rr.o re clee.rly the societies they were isoverning . By this time , the 

;il a teau societies real i zed tl1at some ll!easures would have to be taken 

to accommodate these perma.Dent intruders . 

An attempt has been made in this thes is to show the va rious modes 

adaptations utilized by a number of ethnic groups on t he Jos Plateau 

'Lo survive the repercussions of ra~1id change in t heir societal patterns . 

I t is su2.'f;·ested here t hat such adaptations were not an innovation 

0 t'.,is century but they fall i nto a lone· term na.ttern of political 

·t::-.ci social accommodation which was in evidence fo r over two hundred years . 
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110 complete a study of t h is n ?.ture ent a ils t i1e assistance of a 

number of people . Due to space lic i t a tions , I a:n un a ble to ment i on the 

na icJes of all those who e.ided me in my work but I would l ike to thank 

a few s pecifically . 

Primarily I would l ike to ex9ress ny appreci a tion to Professor 

u . F . A. Ajayi for his guid2..nce i n t !!e e a:cl :,, stages of r:1y work , and 

1?:cofes s or J . 3 . ~.-/ebster who impa-cted to rae his enthusiasm for t he 

:Jnive:r.·s: t y of Iba:ien and ora.l history , bot'1 of wh ich I have e-'! joye d 

ver y nmch . 

·l'o my supervi s or , Dr . :.c:. . A. Adele:.·e , a deep expression of ;;Tat i tude 

is in order . Althougn :fol lowing a v ery busy s chedule o:f r;overrnnen t 

du ti es , he was able to find t i me t o read through ny drafts very 

t ':!oroughly . For h i s con cer n ancl aC1vJ_c e , I e,'l very grat e f u l . 

I have en joy ed very mu Gr: my as soc i e.tion with the "I i story Department 

of the University of Iba:3.an . Both sen ior a.nd internediate staff 

ha\--e been mo s t hel pful in solvir1;c; a.-:.;y ac ade;nic or administrative 

di f f icul t ies t hat aro se . Profe ssor T. F . T&..rrru:.1.0 has been a c ons t cnt 

c: ourc e of encouragemen t . I would al s o like to t ,1ank Profe ssor O. Ikime , 

J~:- . ~). A. Balogun, Dr . J. A. Atand:i , TIT . A .. C. Uno ma..h , Dr . A. Adefuye 

ar.d. Professor J. TI . ~·.'ebster fo r r i:::2~ding t~lro,J_Gh encl co rrun.entin.g on t he 

:!r,1ft s of my t hesis . ".'he a dmini s tr2tive sta.ff of t he History 

D:=:-::;J:-1rt::eY1t and in particular H.1: . Fes t us BaJngbelu have always been 

co:, s i derate an d he l p ful . 
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Ey fieldwork in Hi geria w3,s made rm.ch easier by the kincl":1'-?ss and 

:-o3~it 3,lity of the following : I,oca l Aut",,o:dty Officials , Jos Division ; 

District and Villa~e Chiefs , Benue- :?l ateau State , t ~.e staff i n the 

Jos ~Tuseum Libra1.··y and the University of Ibadan LiOrary; &vid the 

staff of the National ... IU'chives i n Ibe.-j an 2.~d Kadur..a . I a.r!l also 

C-'-' 2,teful fur the facilities g::-anted to me in tte '.'toyal Commo'lwealth 

Soci.e ty Library , t ~:e C~urch Ni ssiona~J Society archives , t :le United 

:\t:·ic2. Company collection , the :3ocilein Lib,7ary , Rhodes House , Oxford , 

2.':':J. t~:e Public ::{ecord Office i n Lo~don . I'hc-: courtesy shoi.-.,n by oral 

i ;·1 f'orr:1Jnts i n Nigeria , Britain , Irel a11d B.nd Canada was greatly 

aptrec i a t ed . 

I would also like to t h·mk Er . A. Ol atunde for his excellent 

J: :.: proJ..u~t ion of my !)12.teau ma:Js·, i-Irs . DG.niel for her assist2.nce in 

:~!-1.oto t:;rA.9hing the m3.ps 2..nd re~)rod..ucint: the photogra]hs, l1rs . Kr1..thy 

o',erche for printinc; t'1e ta,ble i n Appendix II and It: . Titi Na'cewu 

f o:c ty!Jing the final draft of this t !lesis . 

rl1his work was made JJO s sible by a Conmonweal th Scholarsr..ip awarded 

and extended by t he Ni gerian guveI'l"_r:ient . Without such f i nancial 

2.ssistance this thesis could not have been uritten . 

:.::.10 rny wife , :Jhei l e. , \.-1:'lo hc_s been thesis ty1J i s t, mother to my 

C"_2-ldren and a constw'1t inspi,:at ion , wo 2:ds cannot express my 2.bidin,~· 

,:, ·2. ti tude . 
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1L, 

rites 2nd beliefs of I rie;we r e li[sion 

circumcision festival (3uj i) 

political a."ld rel i g i ous h e e.d of the village ( Amo ) 

pol i tical anrl ::-,.?liz iou s r:e:,_d of t he village ( J erP.) 

vi.1lage he aO. ( Pi ti) 

politice.l a:no. rel i;;·ious 1,ead of the v i llage _(:~uk.uba) 
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In ~-J :i.ger:i.a , the re 2.ct ion of Af:r:ican societies to the iml)os it:i.on 

o': coloni 9_l rule ha s been t:C1e subject of several excellent studies i n 

:·:,c•:-: ti.o::-i . Iy,::;.irect Rule as a policy fo:::-mul:3.te d by the :Sri tish and 

·• .,) s e d on .AfTican soc i et i es has al so Deen exami ned in its birthpla.e;:; , 

,r-::. :e:c!l !'-;' i g2-ci.a , by Pe ter 'I' i bendere..na in his t hesis on ' The AC.::tinistrati on 

. .,okoto, GF0ndu and Ar~;u.ngu :~t1ir2.te c-; under :B ritish RuJ.e 1900-1 946 ' 
':ly 
/r; . ~-:. Ubah i n his thesis on ' ~~dr..inistration of Kano Emirr!te und8r 

'21:e non- J-:fus l .im B.reas of t-Iorthe:cn li i geria and their reaction to 

l2i tish conqu :st and .._ , 
t. :'18 conseq·;J_ent iErposi tion of Indirect 3.ule 

..,,,.: Yow~V9l"', ve_ry often omitted in a..."1:v· co11si der2.t ion of ii i z eria.Il histor:.r . 

I::. hoy12 cl thg,t t~is study ·::ill :9rovide not only an ar.alysis of t hese 

.-;·:c i e ties in col oni al tines bri..t 211 account of t:'1.eir pre- colonial history 

socio- poli tica1 i nstitutions as w2ll . In this ,,1ay, a conparison 

·o c;'·ien ~Jossible of t"e effects of the jih,9,d:i.sts ' invasion and t he 

·>:-.i. tish inva,sion on t i.1e Jos Ylateau societies . 

·.PJ1 e t he sis f o-:;us e·s on the period 1800- 1935 after a :rn:-el im:i.nar.1 

:-: t>e t ermination date for t ~1.i~-3 t !1e;:;is , fo:r it is around this time t hat 

;3,~1 v e s from t '.c.e a.l ien economic , r e li.:.~·.i.ous 2 .. 11d adnti n istra:ti ve ur-2ssures 
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·~ .... ~- or -:2.nizcvti on of v::1at t he }3 ri tis:1 co:-.s ic~ered to be ' problem are as 1 

i;: ::i ~:·e:ri a had been compl e ted and t hey -o,::li :"1ved t !1at t he traditional 

per io d. . 

1'. ·0 .J os Plat eau . '11he o:!'.e-1 } i ~., f". 0 1·:::· col lected i n t he a r e a of study 

~; -~- .en C?.~i ti.cal l ? a na ly s0d to g-i,.r e en outl i ne of tl:e v a:.::·ious mi ~2a.tions 

::: ·,_i\i.l a.ni Jihad but :.1lso t hose .s.reas ui1af_:'2cted- b~r t he j i had . It 

,,~ ---. 1::. sod 2.s we11 as to ex8Inine the rai li t2.:1t :r:·e sis t2.nce generated b.; t.he 

· n -- i :~_:;c:!nr~ s of t}·•e p l ,9,t e au to t b r:! j iha di. s ts . ~1he reaction of the· 

r•~tt\l•lis~.ed p J. ate8.U soc i e ties to a n eH i r:. tJ 1,..1.x of re:fu ;.;ee r::-; is also 

tt-_e 11 -:>ic orner s o r , more u su a lly , soc i2l 2.c:co;1G1.odati on . 
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tc 1;ndc . .c ,:;o , Ch·-'.tJYte:r· rrhree centr es exclusi v eJy on the soci;J.l , poli t i cal , 

r el i c ious a..nd eeonor:1ic struc.tu:r e of t ~1e :9le,t eau villa5 es befo:ce the 

7.yi tish invasion . This chay ter t:7.us not o:"lly descr ibes ho 1.v these 

,•o:::ie ties functioned bu t it a lso ::,;i ves so:.ie i ns i ::ht into the prri- co l onial 

=.·i 1" e !Jstte:cns t 1--..2..t ,,,ere to b e so drcsti.ca lly buffetted by n0\,; fo:r.c e s 

of :-:0,m s e fo llowin . t he British inv:J.sion of 1902 . 

G:::J,.p ters !?our, Five, Six and :3even trace the chang es ·wrou ght by 

·, · ,, -,::- i ti s h gove rill'1ent o.fficia l s , furo_:,e R.c"J missio;:1arie s and the 

r .< i.sh t i n miners i n t hat order . At t:'le sa1;;e time , the Fulani cattle 

>~;:::·d.2 r s , ~~ausa a::1d Yoi""'U.ba merchan t s a . .nd :·•": i gerian mi nes workers made 

t ,:c:i:c di stinc t i m:pac t on t h e plateau :peo:,les . Of :i.mo)ort2..11ce t'u·ou:;(nout 

_.;_s se::!tion i s t he rea ction of t '.'"!e }llc1tea.1J. peo:ples to t hese i ntruders 

"' d. '!O',: the plat,~au indigenes r esis t e d milit2.rily and po.ssivcly the 

;;:-ir st:;nt encro2.chrn.ents on thei:r wa.ys of life . 

... -
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\'/ith .i.n t h e bour.da ~i e s o f mod,3 r::1 Hi -:~e:r.·ie. , the h i 5h pl a i ns i n t he 

r.n rthern 11o i·tion of t he country occup:ir a prominen t pl ace not octl y in 

1n ".~.ti t u d.e :frc,:J 600 t o 900 ne t. !'--?3 2.Y.!.cl ex t end ove:.., most o f the ce:1tral 

.e 2o·xC~1c- \-/e ~, t and s outt- •east , t :-:.e:y oc;erlook the !~i ger arid Benue r i v er 

. ~· ) '! >10n-ts of peopl er.; E.tnd t he fo::: -~?.tion of stat e s .:for c ent uri es . r ear 

'," e c:outr, •e c1s t ern e dge of these pl air_ s lies a r. l e2.rl y de f i ned. h i ghl and 

" C:~ '-on th:1t r i s es t o an altitude of over 1200 metres above a e:1 l ev e l 

·,:i \h snr,1e s umrn i t s asrrong t he She r e Hills ree,ch ing ov er 1 Soo me t !.·e s i n 

;-- '" :.(\. many oth er Younger Grani te Co:Jpl exes , thi s region is kno1.rr1 as_ t he 

~o s Fl a t ea.u . 1 

·~his u pl ar1J. re~;i on was a pa r· t of the 3auchi }Jrovince ,-1hen 

'PJ_' i.a w2.,s under British Rclrnini : tr~::. tion e .. ~a. ,.,as i ncluded in a l a:C{:'Cr 

See Fig. I , i n back cover ~ocke t . 
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~-.e_• 2.rned the aro::i. t he Jos Plateau. 1 T>is new dema-ccat.Lon excl uded 

,:iucL o f the easterly :!')aJ:·t of t h e pJate;;.u 'lihich t hen be c3.me, cenerally 

}:,,o Hn as the Bs.uchi Plateau . l'hys ic2.lly the Jo s Pl ateau l ies some 

f;oo rr.otres in elevation above Ba,.1c½i t o,-m . !U t hough .it is not 

o i ,;tinctly separated. fro m the 3::mchi DJair, to the e:,,.st by a.'1 obvious 

t o the west , e2-st and noTth t he Jos Platea1-.1. dominates the 

:; -1:".···_·ov.n ding pla.ins by he i ghts of l.50 to 600 metres while the southe-rn 

P. ··A rises preci9 i tously some 300 me tres above t!'!e ]enue Valley . 

t.·., t'-1e south and west ha.ve the hi g-h'ccst ;-..:-ad.ient a.scent . These are 

'.. -•·~>ea by ruggeri and complex rock protrusion s. De ceJily i ncisecl river 

v··,.lJ -:,.~,s also mctrk the plateaJJ. ,,.ral l . To t"'.·}e eas t t be scarJJ descends 

:::;.: thou§:::r. i n ste:os , '.Vhilt:~ the descent on t he north s i de is mo!'e 

":J:,._'•2 ct1-;itous . Here there are graduated levels at diffe:cent hei e51ts , 

\,: 5. 7.h t·.-10 sD~1rJ) descents of about 150 metres , the f irct lyin g 16 kilometres 

· --.n Jo:c; 3.nd then t he second at }'a·,1sh2nu Fass forty k i lometres frol'1 

J,.,;. In the eastern seetion of the Jos Pl a,teau , al'mmd the tm-m of 

1 " 13uchanan , K. N. and Pi.1e;h , .J . C., Land an.d !?eonle of Ni f;'':!l""'iP~, 
1955; Churc~:, R •. J . Ha:rris0 :1. , 1.12 :.;t Af:rt c ?. , 1966; --
1l'horpe , r:I . }3 .. , Re t,io~·i.2.J Gi:::o ;_:;:·2:.:?h:-"" of th()~-:_fos ? J.Ht e ::r:;_, 

Unpublished rnanus c:cip t , 1971 .. 
111:e area now k~cy,,.rr1 as tl" os D.ivi s io~1 :i.s tl-:.e mat-jo~c focus of this 

t h c ~].is a"CJ.d it fo:cn:::: 2, 132:'£,'e part of t 11 e. Jos J.Jl atC! i'lij._ ., 
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?>ius the Jo s ~0 lateau must be r e :J~a-rd.ed as a distinct unit , 1 sta..."'lding 

i"te Pre- Ca r,;brian Basement Com:9l ex w,1i ch constitutes t he m?,i n 

,~ti.rJ?rt tal r;tass i n Afr ica ur1clerlies much of tb.e Jo s Pl a t eau. 1:Phe 

r,.~ni tes e,nd gne i ss e s of th.i.s compl ex can u su >tlly be · identified 

,,. ~- i nsel bergs on tr.e pla:!;ea,1 . ·,,1h i le t h e Later i sed Older Be,sal t forms 

·, e fl.9. t - t on-oe cl hills e,nd hill :can00~s t'lat :rise fro ra the level pl a in . 

ot:,cn~ s t r i king va.:c-iati on i n t 1ie phys ical a:9peara:1ce of the pl2~t eau 

i · ti• e l i ne of hill r esidu al s , once volcanic , t hat stretch f or a di s t ance 

130 kilometr es in a sou t h- -easterl y d i recti on f r om a point about 

t ·.;.,YJ.t2' - f :i.ve kilometres we s t o f J o s . 2 

?·iorg,m and Pu :;h estir1ate that some of the youn;-er volc;mi c co~1es 

, -· "; ;·e ,Jos Pl ateau were ac tive not later than S0 , 000 years ago . 3 

"::··: .i.s some evidence to Suf;gP:=rt th2. t they Here active quite r e c ently. 
··---------------------------------- - -----~----

:Buchanan and Pugh , o o . cit ., p . 18 . 
1-:.01.\;ar:. , W. 3 . and Pugh , J" . C., \·lest Afri c a , 1)69 , p . 282-. 

\~ -cofe :J sor Kevin Burke T,o i nt-::d out tl-:__.-1. t t.(I\::se \,12re c~ui tc I)Oss.i bly 
still volc2.nic . ?er son;iJ Cour:mnica.tion , })e,Ja:~t r:1en -!; of (~eo lo,sy , 
Un i versity of Iba.d.an , October 16 , 1971. ( r"ow a t University 
of 1j~oron to , To::-onto , Ce.nada) . 
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the Bi~o1t1 l i vin~s jus t s outh of J os and the f~ura, sorae twent;y- f i ve 

ki lometres west of ?ai.viks~in sa:y th2,t at tir;ies tf: e h i lls ,-;oul d e;·rri t 

. ' . + f'. 1 srnocC e anQ s p i u -~ J.re . ·The 1;;1 uvio- volce.nic series emitted ex+;ens i ve 

,,,,f'_ descenclecl i nto the exist:i.ns; val l eys &'ld. s trean bed s . T!-.e ,;olcanic 

-1,_::-f: ivi ty ~:hnt follo·.-,ed t h i s fo:rI:!Gd a, nu.r~ber o:' small c'ones and. sharply 

1-Sruptions ,._rere o f an i soJ.2. ted charac t 9r 2r:d 

~/'--le more recent cones exis t i n a. good s t a t e of preser vation at 

;•1·•~s s 1read i·tself over a cor1siderabl e aroa , f ill ing in more recentJ.y 

_ ... :·, .::: 12d val l eys cu1d turninc;· t!:_ rjn i ntc ex9f1nsi v e fertile plains . :.rnis 

:Jf'v.::-:i l.or,ment at I'·'Iia..n[.,ro , Vo~n. and ?any2_rn a.ttrac t ed a laree numbe:::- of 

r~d :::::-::~·cE1ts before 1900, while tl-1e small er population i n Hoss m2.y b.e 

CJ.ttrib ·t e d. to later po1itica1 and military cons iderations . 4 

!'!organ and Pugh po int ou t that later volce,nic activity w,1s ~!a:Lnly 

Ames , C. G., Gaze tteer of the l'l a teau ProviDce , 1932 , p. 151 
~:wo estinates of 2 x 106 and. 0 . 5 x 106 for volcaDic acti v:i. ty 
on the pl ateau a.re though t to be t oo earl y by Profe s sor Kev i n 
.Burke . - He feels th2, t activi i:.y was poss i i,12 in the l ast 
thousand or even hundreds c: years . 
PersonaJ. con-urn;.n.ica:tion , ~e.r ofesso~c Kev in T.Ju:r-ke , DeDa:r tr::s::-1 t of 
Geolo:;sJ , University of Ibad;Jn , October 16 , 1971. 

:.1his was du:r i ns- tr.e l·1iddle J!X:,cene })eriod , f i fty million y e;:n:-s ago . 
See Pal con.G r , J . D. , Geglor:.v a1:.d Geo'~T' ':l_·:·1h y of no :'.:' t:"1~· ·-:-n ·:':i_ ~:-~:,ri.:,, , 
1911, p . 2:;3 . 

0 ~~r;· belo~.r Chc•.y t e):' I I .P..§.:2.~lr~ a:~d }?i E)' • 2 in be.ck c over nocko t . 

I:ore;an ancl Pugh , .22!~l-.t·, p . 283 . 
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i n t 1:G s outheasterr'1 districts o f t :lc :nlateau . 1 they also me::r..tio::1 t.ho.t 

0ysr which the flows passed . Yor ex 22rr:_1J.e , l s.-·.ra res i duals ca·-i.. be se en 

;)l ~~t. ,:?2.u . Some l ava flows over lr.t:r :~;e e_reas ·~vere i} issec ted b y erosion and 

,_.·e:.: F· l e f t st2.ndi ng as a nu:-n1J8:c o .f' fl e. t - top~o ed hills . The '.'ie.ren~ I:Ij_11s 

}'~1 2 pJ ai ns o the !)latea:.J arc , t'.: ei-•e fore , i n terru_r, t ed by g-rv.:1. i t e 

_t ·:· <L be.--:-cs , fl a. t - to:oped hill s , c lus ters of sri1all , recently extinct 

,_.._; l "r•~n o9s ;:_nd Jax-;~e precariously balanced rocks t :'12. t top many of the 

1-~i ~- Ls scat -~ere.d on t he p12.tea1.1 J ev ol . rPh ese hills play an i npo:rta..i-i t 

~?or t hose w~o have :L nha.bi ted the plat eau c.h:r i 'lg t}1e last two 

-·,i:1:n.·ies , the natural hill form-9,t; _-!_ons :o:covid.ed strone; defensive 

0s i t io~s on wh i ch to bu ild Co~008..ncl i ng a.. v iew of 

--:·-e ,Jlai ns 1-rhi c h lie between tl-Je nunerou s h i l ls, m.3-ny of the nr esen t - day 

"'.")~•o::les of the platea u se ttl e d on the .hi l1s for s ecurity in t i.mes 

of :~nternecine warfare with their neig·hhours. Conversely, i n tim,~s 

8::' :neac c , these e l evated position s sepa.:ra.ted a. v L U a.ge fror.i a 

--::-oun . rrh e rock settl Grr.ents ;)ec~_,rne centres .f:r-om wbich a rr.ricultural 

cis r c.diated out i n all di2~ec tions . In c a s e of a t t ack or seige 

_..,:H:- h il l dwell er::: , stce1ed. by the f'o2::""c e s of m2.n and nature , w2r0 

1 . I-:o:ct,·P.r1 a.1·1-d. :Pug·:n , 2~~.i!: · , ti . ?.83 .. 
?. Se e belo~ Chapter I I . pp . 6)- 7) . 
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., con:9ar:Lso~1 of ye?.r-ly rai nfqll avera3·es is slt,11ificant as i -t poin t s 

_·'. .. •.ti -rnetres . 1 I t n? .. y also b e r1:) te6 t~:.a t 1.he r2.i:n..fall is rnuch more 

It l-:2.s the hi r:;11est yca.:rJ :,r r a i nfall 

· :1aJly , to the? e ,,st the waters of t he 3a;;el end Lere rivers joi n t h e 

.";.:)n:ro l a 11i v er i../h:Lch in turn di schar::re s i nto t~e 3enue . Hittl 

oro.sion . 1.rhe :fl 8.t lancl has ·been cut 1):/ val leys in to a serie s of 

1 . JJuchana.11 2.2·Kl Pu gh , o o . ci ._, p . 26 . (lf . 3 . J os P1 a t ee:cJ. :ias as 
rnu c'.-i :r.e.i~1fall as 12.tTO S .} . 

) Falcon:~r, J . D. 1 1:!_1he :Co ::r: t~ern '2:.in :?ields of B.e.1:chi Provi n e~ 1 1 

Geolo ~:=;ic?~l :sn rv2.v of :-:i r•;p::-:~a , :9ul1etin h, 1923 , ·p . J . 



8 ,·od.ed i n the b:~t sr~ment rock -:y:~tween the youn.:;er g.r;:.i.n:i te masses . 

'J:he se t_;-;:·arli te rnasses , \/-1ich i Etru.d.ed into -~r_e o1 d.er basement 

··o'.Tinlex cluri'.1':,' the Jurass i c Ase, are noted fo r containing t.in ore 

t. 8 •;l_ssite-rite) . T0is mineral was const2.::tl y being washed away by i.-.,a t er 

,1 ·os:Lon 2,nd l arg·e concentrates o f alluvi al tin were fo rned i n t he 

"um c.-rous rivers 
1 and streams of the plateau . 'i'he a lluvial tin is 

~- .. J-ce;1.d over 3.11 exte~-1 s ivc1 arec1 of western 3auchi Provirlce . ·Yne t i n 

i_c: •cJnc en·f:r;csted on the surnnit of the ,Jos ,0 l ateau , pa-::-ticularly withi n 

·.'", 1ukuru 2-nd l~op younger 17-·ani te co;"J::iJ.exes e.nd along the northern 

·ic," _'.·in of the pl a t eau . :'~rosion carri ed finer grains of tin uo to 

i:-.,1er ty_ f i ve kilometres from their source , c>.nd whore t hey c a.11e t o res t 

":. " ey for.nod an exceedingly rich depos it of tin . 'l'hus when a rive:::- was 

. r·,,.c 0, d upst:c·e;i_m, t l1e tin deuos i t hec a,TJe r icher and nore plentiful and 

·, -. ~ many unwelcome str211,1ers i nto t 118 rocy:y uplands tha t const:i. tute 

c·•e Jos Plateau. 

Given t ':-• e above , t '.1 e fo r b idding rock fo:cmations , severely l eached 

",o:i. l , and relatively low temperatures2 of the pl a teau mi ~:;-':!t W:)1 1 have 

,l:i.:ocour2,ged human settl ement. Howeve r , grassl and vege tation still 

,_.J our isl:ed. As has been pointed out , the pl ateau con s i sts mostly of 

~Y:1,~ 1L c:rass:r pl ains 1,-:ith a few scattered trees al onG stre2JT1s or ·.-.rith in 

' ·:,c'q outcro,is . ras tora l peo ,Jlcs would :fi nd the good pasture , t he 

1 . L(:-i,.cl:!"iy , :-:=: . A., Grt-}enwoo:i., .R. and :-Roc1-::. i~;. ~·~·:--ta ·:: , J. l-~., 1 •:-;.eolo,--;y of 
t he 1::10.tea,u rPin Fie lds 1945- L~S ' , Geolo ·-~·i (~Ell f.Jurvey E..F iT _i r5c"!_"ia , 
}ln1l8tin 19 , 1948, p . ::; . 

,Joe 
Iba1l an 

i-;·2,xi mwn 
88 .S Apr i l 
93 .9 '.·I2,r ch 

J.Iir:.'Lmum 
57 . 0 J anu:n ·y 
69 . 2 J ar1uaq 



25 

p·rcnnial va.tc:r su9 ply, anCl. co:npara.tive freedom .fror:1 ca.t.tle dis (.:,.2,S f-; s 

,,~,• -~i cularly hos pi table. 

J he Bi rorr1 i nhabi ta.nts of t1:e plateau, when t!-:ey arrived. in t he 

s,:,·,;0nlees-nth ce.ntu::-y, were qui t-= likely pastor2.lists . They k0~1t the 

on the plateau under a v ~~.r iety 
') 

2.nt i qui ty; (_ it nrec:ed.ed 

·1 
of ne.r:1es ) • This breed is of 

-,..~ --is :~L'1t 7-o tr:,.r~Janoso1::i2.sis these cattle 2,re certainl y 8..11 a.'1omal y 

01 _ :J;J.: pl2~teau - a tsetse :fly free zone , - and thus an area attr2:~ti ... .,,-e 

:.,. ;_, o c': the early :_nastoralists a.---id ,i\J l ani herders w:10 spread 

" . :u~·i e s . 3 Profe3sor iJihurst-=:.n Shaw inti.ma tes tho,t t h is ch-12.rf breed 
I 

::.(.:· :~;;] aped its i .:nmuni ty to tr;rpa..l').osomie.,si::; duri!1f( "their coas t.:.l 4 

C•n-~ e on the pLttea.u , however, V1:oy even tually lost t heir im.,nuni t,1 ,1hich 

L 'd to their virtual extinction in t ,,e h1entieth centm·y• when the 
r' 

ts0t !:; e fl;J was brougCJ.t by the ?ulani ce.ttl e . ? 

, • A :Sirom folk tale tells of hou a s :'lall Birom boy was given fi .re 
by a, i.~turu whil e he was te;,d ing- them. Se c" Ao0endi:{ I I fo·::-
da.ting .; See Da.vies , J . G., Th e I~.i.ro1~, l''Is . Jos Ii:useurn , 1949. 

'.> Shaw , 'i 'hu rstan , ' Early .\ •;ri cul-~ure in Afri c a ' , Journal of the 
Hi stori.ca.l Society of 2;i ,;,·cria (:rns~•:), 6: 2 J u;1e , 1972 , · p . 166. 

3. ~~ o-~kins , !.\ , G. An !~::.!OT!o:·:t·~c 1--{i s tory o f West .~.fric a , 1973 , ·9 • .l..tl . 
Eor,kinE; 2J.so i .:1cludc:s ~- r:1ap on t he no:rt}1e~n. limi ts of t set:;e fly . 
p . - Ito. 

S~;aw, on . ci t . , p . 169 . 

E1or a.---i eX!)lc~:-nation of ho· . ., ~r-~ -:l ·.1hy this 11.a.~r,~Jen ed see C~a:pter '/II, :p . JL.O. 
1:i:'his breed i s ex t2..:1t s.rne>n .:-:· the ij"'i v a nd neaY.' 3a/iag:cy . 'Pc~esonal 
obse:c·va t .ion . 



-:;f t.11e plateau .. :Buchanan [n1d :r:>u[{r1 po i :.--i t out th1.t on the Jos Pl a i:e :~.u 

. ' no close symbiosis between nasto:::-al ists and cul t .ivators 

In f;,_ct , t:1e d,,12,rf cows were usual l y k eyt fairly close to the com_oound 

sh0,,., _'1 in Ch2..9tcr ·Three , t}:ei.~ cultura l si ~;nific :311ce was uea ter 

t~1?se srna1J. cows 

::' "'::' ;(:0deG. a2;:rarian activities. It i s unclear from t h e traditions wh,~th er 

1--e:_-:\:r~_-: t o events on the J1late2,n , or at Bn earlier ~;,eriod on the plains .. 

··:n'.--:t ;.: ui tecl to e.n area who s e soils are l.iable to r a!) iO. exh:J.ustion . 

'!1 t\·10 crops wo1Jlcl give maximum v nl u~ on poo:s soil . Acha has been 

c 11J.tivated assiduousJ.y i?.S a s econdai-'':/ ~er-eal in rmich of t h e savenna 

.; ,-. ·- :' 01"• i,ies+ A f'-~1· CP 3 ·o· ~,+ •· , ; V - ••• _ , , J..,_ ,, j_t :Ls a pl"'i. r:1 .3.:cy c :-op on the '-Tos Pl a t eau which 

:~,., s a, p:~.:..uci t :r of f e :eti1'?- s o :i 1 . In t~1e s e ouence of Ti irom tradi tions , 

ri'he ~iJ iron say t hat :3,:::ha and. t awOa s eed v :.~.'cietie s c ar::.e from 
ma.nu.c:L1g of' the iri d..i <;enoc: .. s ,52:·asses b_y t'.:1c J.ar,ge herds of 
dw:.~ rf cows . ;:2.tior,a l Ar c0.ives K'3clun.2_ ( :·!iG) , Jos 11.::-0 1.··i.nc:i.2.J.. 
Of{_=!:~ (Jo,, •lrof), 2ilL1 /1 9 3~ . ' Inte ~li :.e,1c e :::e :-,ort on thr~ 
3 i ror;1 ·.P..r.ibe ar:.d ._Jvs Di visic,n 1 .. ny ,J . S . 8:-;•n gc . 

' 1 
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As noted e~rlier , erosion is 

undertook terre.cinc i n 

-. ... ie :~ to control ero s i on ,al t h0u ~)1 'ter:-c·2.cing i s not g't~neral e ither 

01.e:-·ni te t :--i e f2.st thci.t all t he r.ort·•1e rn g-uine2, tree species 2.-::-e :present 
,.., 

0·1 -l:l·_e ylateau . c At the pre s cr t t i me ont y t110 1:)ercent of t C.e 11l (~.t eau 

:·.'.1 T t·ace has 1.-rooOJ. anCl eover , whi l e a, .full r c.nge 0£' savanna grasses are 

•_r\~j_dence ov0r filuch of the r es t . Althouf:·h the des trv.ctior~ of fore3t 

-~ ---•r:::1. has increA_secl drastic::-.. ,1 l.y s i nce t ho 2.rriva.l of t he tin miner ar ... d 

P J ::1,uchi Light Ra.ilway in t:1is century , it \·:ould a p!)ear t hat the 

· t .-::~,u w::1.,s (lUi te denuded. of trees even b ~::- .fore the ]~uropea.ns 

') 

:Bush f a llo•.,.~ i n.g i s the ro t -:!_tion of f i. elcls rat~er th2,n crQ.[)3 Hith 
short periods of 08 Cll!)-~_.l.,.;"'l CY a.nd lone; !)i:?ri ods of f al 1 o H. 

By t·,1e late 180() 1 s t :--i :_s metl-wd was to bu 2. continuing· source 
of' f·ciction betHeen vi.l.12.:;es . 

7Rlcnn s r , on . cit ., 1932 , p . 42. 
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0 :-- " i 1/P.d . It is possible that , owing to a combination of na tu:r-al a nd 

c;:ec,, - :::n,te .factc,:rs , the predomina.YJce of plateau erassl and s is o.f a.'1 

2 ":,:, i ,rnity 6,yeater t han t his c entury . But what could these .factors~ 

h"'"" been? 'l'he mi ddle to low fertility rate of t he soil has been 

rr:-,:-,ti. oned . Trees are in evidenc:e in t he fertile va11eys o.f the Delimi 

-'. ' ve~ P.r,d i n areas t hat caJne to ½e recot;ni zed as sacred groves , but 

t . " r es t of t11.e level plain is barren of woodl and growth of ar1y kind . 

1:c,,.-".2.:ie fac t oTs may o ffer a pl ausible explanation . A r apid increase 

_:J,)~:.i l a.t i on ;:vw have been ea.used by ar1 exodus from t he plains be low 

:,e :0L1.tea.u h i ghlands . This mi gration may ha ve been occas ioned by 

., ~·.·,l population growth and/or mili tar.1 expansion of peo pl es in the 

,,,,_ 1 ,,r.ds . 3 'l'he sudden incr ease in population would upset t he ecolog i cal 

o.,} 0 .:1c:e on the plateau , foy it would be .followed by the destru~tL m 

,. c,l:c, for e st growt11. for fu el and weapons , as wel l a s hou sing . This 

1,,.\-1 ·d.S. allow fo :r increased erosion w~ i ch would be a major f act_or i n soil 

1 . Photographs taken in the firs t decade of t he twentieth century 
show the r ather ' barren ' a spec t of t he plateau . See A. Stanley 
Willie.ms ' Photograph Albun , Jos Museu m Library , J os , Ni geria . 

? . Thorpe , QP,Cit., p . SL1 . 
3. J.s wi ll be sho,.m in Chapter II, about ha lf of t he present inhabitants 

of t he pl ate au arrived 4 uring the wars of the jihad . The re is 
no evidence to show t hat t he Bir om were forced to mi gTate as 
r e fuge e s before 1800 . However , H. F . C. Smith does f e e l that 
t he central Ni gerian highl ands , with its l inguis t i c var iety , 
appears to have b e en a place of r efuge fo r Niger- Congo l anguage 
groups who ha d been displaced by Chadic langu age- speaking 
groups i n the l a st t wo or t ~ree miller1nia . Smith probably is 
assuming too much from t he J.ar g e migrations on t o t he plateau 
due to the military activities of the Hausa-Fulan i after 1860 . 
Wh ereas , t wo c enturi es would be an adequat e period of time to 
consider t he J os Pl a t eau a refuge . See H. F. C. S::ii th ' The 
early stat es o.f the Central Sudan ,' i n Ajayi and ( eds ) 
A Historv of West Afri ca , Volume 1, Longmans , 1972, F• 163 . 
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· :.;:eu:Jt ion i n t:rn sca:r-c i t ;y of trees • 

. ·.--,.--: ;. ,_~---;c si tcs ~12..ve bsen .found. within 130 k ilor!le-trcs of Jos . :2he 

,·; -:; 2,rc:v1eolo; ical finds a r:t; c,l r::ost excl"U.3i vra t o t h is are a and 

--1 -~ .; a::.i2 . I t ::r:..:.st be b o~cr...e i n rni:i::i t~~t'. t t\is apparen t inOalancc of 

ns i. 1l (~ t in mining on t he rla·~e-2.u i n the 

I . "f}:-"tvies , O., West ..:\f.ci ~:a. Bc .fo ::-e t :1e ':7). 1. ro -ce s.ns , 1~i67, :p . 10 1. 
;,chcul i a..:1 Pe:r'iod ::-;c:; , 000 :B . C. to 500 , 000 B. C. 

') So;,e~c, :~ . G., 1·The Ston.~; 31 .. ge i n ~:i ge:1.cia. t. J.01.J rn1fL of the His t orica1 
3oc i f::t:v of ~'!.i _';'~~r:i a (JfS~'-f ). 3: 2 p .. 179 . Sopc:e mer!.t.io:n::-; tL:ree 
s.i tes for· t:.'1.c· main collection of i~che:.11 in.n m-:1.te:r-ieJ. : 

( a) ifai'\· Idnn r~·oro - eastern e .:.z e ot 11lJ.teau , t;,.irty- t·.:o 
}c iJ.ome t res S. S. ~. of Jo s . 

( :)) Pin_;-ell - northern e J:~·e of '.}.lat ,?au , O !"l Ga:c:Y..;. ;1i vr:!:c · 
(c) "L iok - 120 k i l omc:.~t:-C- (.? S \ r.s . '.-.f . of '.<~:.i 1:do:1. ':!.10:ro . 

No:r,.e of t ::i e al:ov e a1 .. e mo:!:"e t·1 P_:r;. o:'1e han.Jred for t _y- fou~ 
kilor:1e t res O.i s t ?.r: t i'rom e2_ch ot:1er . 

Shal,-.,, 'F:--1u-:.-:-:::~t2..n , ' The Pre his ,:o·r:y o f ~·I est Africe .. ' , Aja.~-ri a:~t•i Crowde r , 
OCJ . ,;j_ t . , 1972, lJ • h8 . 
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~-yJ·· 1 s el ement l'l·as wo oded areas, anct. it doc~s not apDe.::.r th2.t :'1e T)eci.e-tr-::.tec1 

:, i ;hJ.and s of Jos . 1 'i'his ccu l cl have been due to t he envi:c·o·:u:1ent:JJ . 

::·s_ctcLcs mentioned above suc~1 as poor soil, rapid erosion and l e.ck of 

.:·,::- :.::cr1t cover . On the oth0 '.c h ?..nd , Ac h e1.:i.lian ma..l'J. r-:.ay !'.tave de s ce:!ded 

.! " ,_: shapi :-:f: of stone tools . '11},_is mi g-ration would have placed him 

P. numOer of implements h .:ve been r ecovered :from t h e i•li ddle St one 

-~ i·~ the plateau area, but only on e iso l ated date has been established . 2 

-:t. ~~0 e foot of t be Lirue Hills (fift:,r k ilometres no r t h of Jos) fy1_tt 

·-- r~~, e bsen dated b::.:,ck only to J48 ± 110 "3 . C. Other s ite s containing 

c':-:.0 2-rtif'acts of t :.1e H.iJU.l e Sto?1e A:;·e are a t Rop ( possibl y e., t ;:ans i tional 

··:.~·c:- t '··e-rn I·~i geria . However wi th the finds so f ar , gener ali z2~ti.on s 

c , n'.:o t be made about class ifying the sit e s by regiona.J. simil ~.rity 

Ol' e,3 taoL.shing a chronoloe;y for t:' e v arious e,-rou:9s . 

1.. De.vies , O., ' 'l1he Old Sto::1 e Age betHeen the Vol t r:i, ai!d t'.-':.e li :i.ger ' . 
Bu l l e t in Insti tut }i'r~, --v::ais .Afrioue i~o:ire, XIX Ser . 3 . j, L~. 
p . 60.3 . ?o r a d.iss e:n ·G~ing ~Joint of vi ew qu 22.tio::1in; · t }-t,2 u se 
o.f t he t e :r.:-rt! S.? ...... vigu a_Yl. m~.n SE:~ '.-'!ai- Ogosu 
Qa'"1YQ:U-: ; nr1nstrv i n 1.'.ie~) t !·f-:_•i :_~ a, I, 1:fe;-~ ;r~};,,~<<?1~:; (1·[!~!\ f, 3, 1973 , 31n . 191-

:?ias sP-y , lldas t·,. :.c:.:.."' e .1. 
). f ri c an , J 01.e1LJ. _g_f_ 

6< ~' ~_, . 
? • Shaw, 1I1h urs t a.n , ' .Rad . .io :] ::)~rbon D;1_tes frol!l U:i ~;eTia 1 , J;r::;./ 3: ·1.i 

p . 781.r • 
. , • Soper , £'> cit ., 1.i . 189 . 
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~Phe Hop s it e is pe:rh c.ps the b?s..:~ k.noun T>l a-=.eau_ exc~vution .. 1 

00r e c;-crmane · to t h is study . I t is a major microlithic fin d ar.d 

·:r.:; t Af :~~ ic-?. . J-t is believed to hav e b een a site of n:ainly hu11ting 

T.':1:; culture Fhich eme r ~:;-c s 

•0 • 8 ,, 8 . rock s ··1el ter s i te a t :htsen Ko·,1co a 3 ( f ifty kiJ.ome tres north we s t 

.., :,8 proC::.u c t of a. nom;,.C::. ic him t i n ;; co ::m,un:L ty who u sed t he shelter 

'·0 c' f2.ctory s ite a t re c'sUlar '.nte:'."rals frorr; L1000 B. C. to 1000 ~3 . C. 

,·, "st of the rock shel t ex- . Radio C:?,~::·Oon 2,ge de terrninatioPs have b:rou3ht 

~- c :-'." ite i nto t h e S C:!C0~1d 1:1il leniuE1 A. D. wi t h ertifac ts l irtiited to 

·,o T:tery 2.nd mic:.-oliths . Iron was not found Until t he to-p l evel of the 

,J. _.!..(r ? .'ld , of six radio car·hon date ~ , fi .. Ie ?.,re be t1.veen 1}.~ 50 ± 8_5 A.D. 

1 i)o" _,_ 1 ,,, t " h 
J .:... ~':J , • • ·"· 

'l --J i_fferen t pie tu.re emeTEes for t!-:e ple.tc~au . By the fi :c-:Tt r:1i l leninm 

,· ... -). _-notter;y b eein s to a r!1e .1.r mo::!:'e a b1..1.ndan-tly a t l~he sJ t e • .5 A_:;--ricu1 tura1 

1 . ' Four Pri..p e~s on the TI'.7p Hock S~'1el tP.r , J·i 2;eri a 1 , ~i~.~, I I , 1972, 
Tl!• • ·J-3/3 , 

. . -:::i,o , Ekpo , ' .'.lop ;;osk She l ~e·c i;x,ce.vation 196:, 1 , 1.,f.:'c.I__f.: , JI , 1972, p . 15 . 
B'cde:.2.e,l :r.h?:-02.r t ::.en t of An t :i. q:1itios , ' flxc 2."'f.r ::~. tions a t Du.tson Kon3"ha 

!;;;~:1~~~~/1~r~:~:~/~~8-~!.:;~:~:::; /:i:;\~) ;,_{1=~fs1;7tu;:;~ '. ; -,(-20 . 

l)0r ;3onal Co m:-:-1unic2.tio11 , D:r:- . P.r :~:'1c is :-3assey , F2de ::-:-a l De2)::t~~t::-::~ n t of 
1i.nt :i. c;t11it :i es , tTos I•;v_ n0u:;: , .Jo~:; , Ili geTi? .. , ::?s b~(11ary , 13 , 19'1) !- • 

:) . A., ' Potte:r:'y from t h e Ro~.) :::tock ShRlt.er , r~xc:~.vations of 
13),!.i 3.nd 196L, 1 , 1,/;:}A, II , 1:)72 , p . 37 . 
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dy the la.·~ ·:-,2r _p2 . .:r t 

1 o >: -:::1 ~uI.'e ' aLrl. bracketed , at i:o:.-<: , be t ·1·1f::en 925 ± 70 B. C. 2.nd 

J)~)m9stic and grinD.ing s-ton~s from t l':e excrt.v2.t i on 

q1:ound 210 + 95 B. c . 3 

It woul cl se(-~n that t he ' >Iok Cul :tv.:r-e ' wc,s wi desr,read , 2.t Jeast as 

/ ;-tsina- Ala . However, de.:3pite their proximity to the Jos Pl atep,.u , 

' ' ,,., ;-:- i ron and agrarian culture a.p_::i ears not to ha.ve JJenetrated to 

.<()"."J,·()a finds , wr·-.en t heir cultural att ;1inn 2nts are compared , is 

,'..:)'•,~ id.eT:a bl e .. 

1 . 'J1his was t 2lzen f ro,n a:n an i mal bone restiw,: in t!'le vici!1ity of a 
hum2,J1 s.::cIJ. eton . !1.:.t1 e :{,?.J:d.nat i or: of the human t eeth s':1ow --: rJ t::-le 
ind i. v i cJ.u~l to h e frow 011 2.: ;~ic~J_l t ural P.conorr:y . E;ro , 1.~(1/0, 
92_,:__cit ., ~- 16 . 

?2.,; ._; , }i.. ., ' Bxcav e.tion of' a n Cccu ·:::l t:i. on 3tte in the Hok Valley , 
Ni 5;e r i a .' HJ.JA , II , 19 7? , r • 75 .. 
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,>'.'1,;oe.~ on t ie ::,lai 10s ezisted duri :::'; -~1--,3 S'lPC time period . 1 I n the 

,~J.e 2tone A~e. t~1e'.!:'e :Ls ver ;,f li t-::le evidence .for.- a compa..rison of the 

r: ~.te f2:·om Zeneb i ia.lJ ;:-.; • S'i·"lall~,.r , t:'!e 12.te Stone Age gives 

· 11e 1op exc~r1rat ions , the finds ':1er:e r est, :.·ic t ed for the mo s t pa.rt 

.-.:i~2olithic i oplemen ts sho'.-ri ng a h· . .1~.--rt 5- ng and ge.tb.ering economy 

-~ occur u :: til l ate in the fi r s t m:L lleniuI:-i A.D . 

1?hus it is proba1)le tf:2.t t h e p l atRau i nh e.b i tants we re at a cul tur a1 

~s 1~ :.ifferent .from t heir nei ghbours on -tt:e pla-i..ns below •. Eowevc-::ir , 

t v,:::-! .fi ~c-s t millen itu:1 A. D. d r e w t o a c lose, t0ere ap_p9ars to h av e 

-kt ~e r i al sir,1iJ. a,r i t i0s 2.nd. .i.ncongru.i ties s(1ould be noted . A.mon s-
:_n.awuri 2 t (;.er e is a 110s s ibi l i ty of cultural con:E2,c t w.i.th l1ok . 

0,r;awuri wonen heng b e ll s f~ .. oo bel t:::5 a:r.:ound their· l oins for a 

-~Op2r , ~ :.!..¥ci!_ ., -:) . 18:) . 

3ee b2low Cha~J ter II , pp . 68- 69 . 



?as-g·, 3 . , ' J\.n Ou t J. i r~e of -the Stone A:se of t he Plc~t eau Hi nes J? Lel d .' 
P::.·ocec6in,2:;s c f the r.rhi r cl International Wes t Africa ... '1 Confer c1nce , 
19h9 , y . 217 . Al so see }"i'2-&:;; , ,J?Stf , on . cit. , f i e . 12 
fol'' photo. 

l'-Ie 0k , C. K. , _Tj).e_Nor t ~c.,~n T:ci '.:v.~s of lTi,!Je :~}-?.,, I , 1925 , p . 5) 1 • 

.JP..? Gana1.vuri , nassim , rv , ::ip . 2?5- 287. This series i~1 f i v e 
vo l v1nes is th-;-;-;;a,l hi~:3tory I co l l ected on the ,Jos ?1 2. t eau 
th<? Jos Pl a teau ?a_, e:i-:-s . 

·" . 77 . 
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'.; the }Jre s ence of stone bridges tha t h ad b e en carefully construe ted 

,,t r,atura near 3ok k:os forty kilometc:-es west of l\mkshin . 1 'l'hese are 

·.: 2 1.1 "buil t and mus t have be en conf; t :r1..i..cted m,3...."'1Y generations ago . 

:.~c,.:,-'.'.:'Jing to C. K. i1eek , the Ror1 :peo :ple wl:.o l ive in this area clai n~ 

.: :-;. -:. t!':sse stru.ctu.res i-,ere e.l r ead.y there 1·ihen they arrived some 150 

2 
/·?2. .. ':s ~.go . I n su(:, sequen t resee,rch , the Jon spe ak: of meeting th e 

>e :: o: the walls , a ma_r1 they call Cnen a Jhress , when they invaded 

·::-.:. 5 region eight to t en 5enerations as-u . 3 J.1hey and the Birom then 

.-o~eeded to drive him 'underground ' to t r.e west . ',/hether Chen a Daress 

L1dee d buil d the walls or ca.,ne upon them alrea.dy constructed 2.s 

•:" '.lon did , is not kno'.m . Thei r size ax1d t he int:cica cy of their 

or.:;tn,c tio:'l would sug&;est that a substantial politic a l and soci al 

--~ V,o,:i ty h:;i.d them built for functiona.l or pres t i.ge :;,ur:ioses . 

,'cny conclusior.s drawn from the f o:::-egoing ,.Youl d be str i ctly spe::ulati ve . 

•::-e t he 1.:ok orig i !1ally on the plate2_u ax1d t hen dr 5. ven out? O.r di d. 

~'.ey conquer the area from tne Stone Age Pl ateau people whose 

·.:,,,,·or:s ',JOuld _probably have been L1ferior to t hose of the invaders 

·.-:··:o knew how to wo rk iron? 1:Jere t he stone brid;·es built before the 

·,t::,_!' flow in t he stn,ams r eached its prese:-it level? I-leek points out 

t they were no t bu i lt for t he passage of much water .4 It is possible 

Jus tice , J . N., ' 1l1he Ancient Hete.1 ';Jo:::·kin;--s i '!:1 ..:~as t Ni geria , ' 
T<a.n , XXII : 1 , Ja..riuary , 1922 , p . J .. 

::eel: , op..! cit ., I , p . 57 . Heek writ.ins in 1925 1,mul d be sug~;-es-1:ing-
a dat e_ c . 1775 . '.fhe 2.uthor ' s da te c a lcula~ecl £rom gencalosi.es 
woul d be c . 1738 - 32. See charts , Appendix Il . pp . h26~:37 . 

:.'r?..nk ~qa.r:bara , ' :·"l isto:ci cal I1radi tions and EohumP.nt s of the 
Ren or Cr1al l a ,' Occa , i.onal Papers of the DeJ)artment of 
i,.ntiq1..t ·Lties , I: 1, 197/i. 

Lee', , op . cit ., I , p . 57 . 
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: ;:oC.ti.ced the erosion an(1 ri2. e i !:"1 w3, ter level mer~tioned above . :-:u\,1ever· , 

u::til .further evi dence is 2.t t he :l i S]OS:J,l o f h i stori -::tns 2ncl 

~rc:l3,eolo5i sts , this can onl y be s:_oe cul3.tion . 

:~ ~·thele ;;s , t cio ~?s p:ro"l.ri.de some tenuou.s lin}:s betwe en tte peo l)les 

.:·,- --.1:12 pl 2.t02.u 2.~d t :1.o se on the pl ains , links th-?.t ma:: assist the 

~-To r2co-: .. d of travel in t~e Jos i l.ate a.u antl. it ::; enviro~~ before 

", c- n ':-,.e teenth c entury i s kYlo\-m to exist . 'l.'he oral history available 

.'.:- r•once r ned with t!le Ha•J.sa s tat2s . The indit:~enes of thG 2..1:ea east 

-.i s outh- east of /~3,ria are .firs t mErntio::-ied in Leo !:..fricanus ' 

~-. .2?.2.za nhic2.l Hi:-:Jto~ of' Africa1, but this reference 6oes no t ·r:1e-:1tion 

'.> c J os Pl ateau. specif ical l y . T'he lnf;.)}(u ' 1 Eaisuri refer3 to the Ea.ny 

1 \ arbarie_11S ' tha t lived in the 1and of Z:izzau ( ZciTi a) durin:; the 

···:i s , howevs-r ; i s rat:J.cr vagu.e :'or the ~)Ur ~ooses of thj_s work as i t 

"1 . Afric2,.r1u.s refers to t he extremely c(Jld mouri-~ ?-. i ns i n tl: e Ki ~~:;dom 

? 

of Za.: .. ·i ::i . He states t:~.e t t?--_e :reo_:ll r.: of t~ '.JSH ar0as .k2sp w:.1.rrn 
by l ayi n ,:_;· f i re coals under t hei-r bedst0a~:.:; . 1!.l th6u ;)1 t>: :-: s2 
b c d~.;t~2~i.ls 1.•1e1:e 2nd still 2,-:r:-e cru i tE~ c o~.i;;to n in t~e PlatE:-)EHJ. -::.rea , 
a nu:nb -::. r o f othe.c Nj_ [;·e::.--i2,n p 7.:-:?0"01es i ncluciin,,:; the Ka,1'3: '.:tn (J JlL1am 
also use th2m . Also s :.:e Eeek , S . K. , A ~)ud.e.,nese lCi:tf?'Clor:1. , 
1 S1 31 , 1) • l.d.~B . 

l1ellc , Eo!-:a:,i::iadu , Jnf§;}tu!J Nai suri , 1922 . ';.1r. 2.,,sl;1t ion by 
F . J . _i'...rn:=:3tt, , Rise of the ~)okot0 __ F'u l ;1ni , n . 12 . 

j ,, 
r: l 
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-. :.r:..:\·.'8 2s ' ~~ount:cies ' He _r:,o _i_nts o,;_t t~at t i -:1 '.•Tas .f'ound in ? i rt~_.._·,•e . 2 

, i:,Just:c? is said to t2;vc an e2,rlie2:· or i f_.;in , however, for Olive r 

i s said 

: _1he Ku r a1:ra f led. t o KuCJ.-.::.tu \·t:-len t ::.e_y- left Y2-t."'!.O afte~c fi ?f' Li 11.~~- t'.12 
r-: ~31J :,,;u•1,,:a . .tJ ::)P Ku r 3.11::1 19/7/73~ IV : 95 . One s-?ct i on l ,::- t'.t Kudn.:.r.~u 
anc. rnoved on to the-~ _')"?:'ot e ctir) n oi.' t h2 salient hills no~::- t ~-1 of 
t !'! c pl at 1?au . 

? . Ti cl1o , QI)~ cii., :9 . 12 . :Ee is ~J:co:Jc..bly referr ing h ere to 
J iru,-:an- Kano . r;i:·!e G·,-,a:'!darr:t 2~·e a Chaclie l angu a .::.~;-;~ r~t:.·uu:? south-
we s t of the !)lat1:~r1u Hh.-Lch also clair:1.s Kano ox-i e;i n . ti\·tey we~e 
driv,2n s outn. for tb•-=i ~~ ' p-~f;an ' beliefs . r_re 1;1p l e , OJ . cit . p . 11 8 . 
:Bo th J{iru\,:an (Li rue- r1) - Kano and. ~iruw,:1 ... '1- lJalma we:-ce tin mining 
ar2as s outh of Kctno . ·:1he l at7.er was settled by mi E,Ta~d~o .from 
Riru',,an - Z2no Hho a rrived in t he area around 1870 . 

3. 
]!.:'!Ji Slf.D ) /2863/ 1918 . 

Jhvi e:, , O., o ·~ . ci t ., 1967, :,:i . 2.35 . Doi.vi es howev er g i·1es no 
evide-cc e to SUf '}Ort 
t : 1811 he shou l d be . 

cont =:::--1t i o··J 2.nd seer~1;:; L'lO ?:' e (it; f :i. r: i te 

.:-'-.n h :'L s t oric:a1 fi gure c rE-1dited '1'1 2. ·::- 1.1ex1y of :~!_-;:r•ia ' s ex:p1oits i !~ 
t'io fif t e cJ!Yt h c r:;'n t u •,._~r . ~Pl': •-~s·:~ 8X~)loi t s a rc n o t doub tecl h t.!t 
whr~the.r t ~i?Y ·~v~1.·2 ~lr)~-T~:: :)y r_~u e1.:~r. ~\.::; i n9. o.:." not ir.-; 311.') t'.: 0 :!:' 
r.t~1.tt :.:--c .. Se:-::: Ade J. e;~te , ~- A. , r?.::.usal p_n6. 2.nd :r~o T·nu 160n-1 80D ', 
li;j 2.Ji a.r:l ·~ro·,.;cl~r , 0~<::.i.t:_, ::i . 1190-~);.91 . 

l 
l' 
i 

l 
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':32.uchi ' tl . ld t f L t ' t' ' t ,. p • 
1 11.2 wou appe?.r · ') r e er -i..o · ne 2.:rea sou · ;1 ano. wr?s 0 1. L.J:1.r1 a 

~.,id no t the ::-,lc,teau. . Powev cJ r , Amina w2.s said to h2.ve built walled 

~:-:.m os ·,:he-cever i s evidenc G of stone work in 

i ~?...ra.c~~v_ta, e. f ew mil :-.3 s 1:.0::.t ::l ·e2.s t of ,J:J s , ~eci.i. c ct.l l~r cliffe:r.e nt from e..ny 

do::1e by tt.e .:·;___n-':l.~~~1 ta who noH live i ::J t·~:J 2.:rea . 3 :r t is a circu.la):- stone 

c::c 7 osure a t t~-~e top of a· hi11 2.nd so s ituated c. s t o p·i ve 2. corr.;'":'."landing 

C'.'" ;ca_lso be found h;e~1 ty kilometres south of Jos a.ctd in the are/! now 

o';cu,; i eci by t'.,e rtcL1<uha . It could i-,el l he rel a t ed to t hr. stone wo rk 

5. YL 3o!<kos refe~r 0r3 to pr,2:vi.ous l? , bu. t it m3.y a.lso show that at o:ae time 

.... . - -=1.... . 'Y"'l L~ in the ora l hi st.o::-y t :r,at could sug,,;est such C','1 ll1'h. ::s J.o ,_ . 

'11he second fo rce i./:1.ich is s0.i d. to have penetrated t r..c Jos Fl2.te2.u 

;:8,; the JuJrnn or K1<1a rarafa .' 'l'his fo1.'ce established an empire tha.t 

nsci.1.l a ted in siz8 and power fo~ some four hutirJ.red :/ea:cs f eventually 

1 • ffogben , S . J . and Ki.rk:'j-.ceene, A. j.T .... . ' T'ne ~.:;:nir2.tes of :·.orthe rn 
lU ;a;c ri,:,. , 196:; , p . 21 7 . 

? • Hoe;ben and Ki rk- :rreene , .1:9.:id . , ;'J . 216 . 

3. Meek , ~-c::-~J;. ., I, 1925 , :n . SS . 
i~ . Ore..J. Ei s-to:r.._..,.r , JP? . passi~tl . Ac c!o::-·,.Ji.n{~ to t:':e c;enealogics the ore1 

hi.s iory c an on l y account for ·ios t - 1600 events 1-1h ich 1-101.1.lo. b e 
wel l ove:,~ a century after Z8..Yi 9. 1 S ex:--2.,Ls ion into '}}au.chi l :,.r:d '. 

1-:eek , on . ci t . , 1';/J1, p . 26 . F? speaks of -~r,2 peo~il e of t h e 
pl 8.teau -....J_e.,vir1;;_:: a t :r2..di tion of beine; inv~.C:.cd by ' r ed m~n ' 
( i;..nkJ1\·Jar~a:ng) - a tradit:ior: w0.i.c}1 t ~e 1.•.r:.:.i ter did not comt.:- across . 

}Jal.me:c , 11 . R., Suclan,osc F emo i.rs , (3 volumes ) 1928 , .:£s.I~i}.· 
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c-! once ._sTeat confederacy . i<wn. r.2.:ra.fa uas said to have ocCu~~ i ed t h~_; 

i'1ohasrnadu Bello r~l. a t c s that 

t '~e .Jukun we~ce one of t r.e seven :;_---t1li:;.:;· !)0\1e:r·s i n the Suda.n c:,:tencl i r:~ 
over 

::;."Ll 0'1er t ~1 e lo\·191"' Sudan ar1.dL:lalf of t !'.:.e middle zone inclu din,z- Kano, 

i.n ~•1is area is in 1685 . 3 

.... ,_~ : t:;au at J?a.nkshin a.nd foll.o \.:ed a ro;1 te th::ough t½e Angas ' country· . 

·:v-:C:.? conqu ered t he 2.rea , collected 2....11:i rnodif.iei some (>f t h e 

the and 
! , 

Ank• .... re • -. 

There is no evidence to s u::--cest t:ls.t the Jukun ever i nvaded t he 

r, r-c- , tDis t hesis Eixarni nes . lt should be noted , how,:-ve:r , that -the oldes t 

c 0·: tury , a t.ir!"le at \,,rhich they m2 .. 7 h s,ve met the Ju}:un or eve::. b9e11 p2.:::-t 

, • I'1eok , Q.I?..:..S.tt •, 1931, T; . 21. 

2 . 3ello , I' . o'.l . ci -t . , pces'.:.:iT2 · 

Dc:.vies , .J . r.-. , on . cit . , 
so exac t i?.1 }1 .i.s da,tiri 
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2 th.e Aku . 

Jive off -: ,:e Jos PlateJ,U to the west , Out ·f,1e i:r la.nr;uau;e cocr.at es 

(.-:.::'usare 2.~~Q I:ri;•:ie) have liv2d on th,? pla.t22..u s:in0e befor e t:~c 

-- . L' ·c-ces h ;;.ve only pr ovideJ. i nferen ces, e.nd j_ t. has not b et:n establish0d 

c.: .? plateau . In order to b rin;:; t he history of the pl ateau hefor8 

i c' J:) i nto sh:; _ _-cpel"' focu s , 01"' ;:-.i.l history a~~•3. lincuistics rnl~s t be used t o 

-- t·: ... to explain more fully \loo the p1 e.tc2.u inhabi t .::.nts \-.re~e , w}:ere t}~ey 

t··c jihad i n the nlnet~enth century . 

l i:1 r.uistics ~~nd Or.a.1 Ei sto:-::-.',r 

'.l'ne h i sto ry of -c'1e 912.-t ee.u i s one of mi gra.tions and d i ffusi on . 

I: ~ s ni te o.f a h i ::;~:. populati on densi ty3 w.hen corn;1ar2d v.1i th the plain~3 , t here 

~; fLlcU Uku beint; t~e name rr! __ ' t!'~e ove~~·P.11 J.cadcr n_f thG tTu1:_un 
(I"!eek , o n . C!it . , 19.3 1, nass:i. r; ,) . It is i n t0resting- to S!1ec1.1late 
here o n the word Y.\::1.-.r:~1raf2. wr'"d.c:h r.Ieek f ,:;cJ:-1 me.-=.!ris tht~ p e ople 
(afa) of t he ~i'lo:,: (ht0ro) . P_s \1ith any atte;npt to tr2,c<: 
l i nc;uis ·~_i.c rn~a.r: i n.'.~·s a.~Y\ Jin!~·~; , t~e:te a r e a. host o f other 
meaniP,0:s that 
:i:ir:o:9l e of Jo s 
d i d Wf: "<T ' t hG 
1925 , 1) , 30) . 
for t he Jukun? 

come to mi ne, . /0 1• exa.rn-,J. ? , the majority of the 
PJ.C!.tea1..1. but r,':o-re ;-n?.rk-:?dly the Birom , F,:-'!ar , o::· 
}Jenis sheq tJ..,_ (z..,,~-,_,ro ro in Ir~1usa.) . (I,:0.ek , g.~2-:. c i t . 

Could !IY·waro?:o- ,~·[·a t i hav e Oce~1 a Hau~,~- exp] ;~ti ve 



i:JFJople ( B) either Oy fo:.:-ce or throur{r. c'...~l t-ur2..] ad.Rpta tions . Thi r":J n.c~,i 

:.: _2 :ola.teau a tt.r::-:._ctive to cat-tJe- kee;,~Ln; peopl e . Given the !Joor soil , 

i. -:-, j_s unlikely t hat 2,t;ricuJ.tu~:-al i sts Hould have found it e.s ?.-t-tT ?.eti.v2 . 

\·ri -t~1 Kwa:rarafa , en tered the J)1n, t 22:t;. be for r0 1700. Others such a.s tr.e 

c1~0:-::-obo a.x1d Ka,j e s eer;i. to have soucht secv.:r:ity on the plateau fro.::1 

t· e ~orees of t he jiha d after 1300 . 1 

? 

A concentrat5-on of ethnic ffi::-oup s is ev.idenced by the f 2.::t th3,t 

G:rs enb r:1r ~:i , JosRnh H. , ~ -~21~u a . .:,•es of A.fric:1 , 1906 . Th .:: 2~ be; r:. r:·; 
t :1e B-:~nue- Conffo :-1.nd. c·-:no.ic •.-;hie:--,,_ 2,rc _Pf.l.' r.-t of h i s G·:n::~-o- ~~- o -:·Cioi'a.ni2,11 
ru1d Afro- Asiat i c GrouJs r gs .,ect.Lvely . 



t 

f.1ctors h.?.Ve r.·:1c~ t o do wi th t":-d.s d ifferentiation , but t he i nt e·(:~.i t ten t 

in l angua;-e anr-1 ctb:ni c i ty were bound to o •~cur .. ri:ne mi gr- ::::-.. tion3 ·were 

.::in~1y s i s o f the ma:i.y l a.i.vi ~ue~ge s would be of more v a lue , it wi l l Oe 

it i s cle2!:' that t~1.e ~2.uchi Plateau - t h e rneetir~-; 
ground of 3antu , Seni - J3a:'ltu, 1,,Je s t a~d ·central Su clani c-, 1 
v:l 11 yrove to b~ 2.r. s.rea o.f 2,Tea:t li:1-::.,ui stic confusiDn . 

1 . r:eek, r.H, , c:Lt., II , 1925 , \J . 139. 



Cor-1,so g:r.·oup) ::1n d i ~1cJ.udes ·f :er'1 i n h i s Plateau sul>- group cla.ss i fic .. :1. ·:-,ion . 

r.!.1_(lt~ extens i v e Ch,::,J.ic .f21nil;y n.l s o has its sha re o :' sub- f a;rri lies on t};e · 

pJ.:::_ te au a l thou ((.1 t i1esc do ~ot o ccu py r:..:s distinct a su b- s ec t ion as does 

.L .. n~. :..? - Congo ~7.:0"C.. ~' , mos tly i n p ~!..--eseri.t d2.y ,Tos Di v i sion , s..nd t ~e Ghacl.i c 

01.. ... bounda~cies by t he Af u·s 3..re a::d. t.~e Hon , i t c cu1 gcner,3.lJ.y b G 

~o~~ent rated in each a r ea . 2 

Langu.a t:c is a n int-2;~ra1 p a rt of t he society within wnich it 

1) 1_,.1c t i ons . As it re.fleets t h.e~t sosiety ' s Cul tu.re , a chr1.nge i n 

t,: _;; cul tural pattern mi5ht n ~:cessi tc. te a change of' f o rm and/or rnr::aninc; 

i.n ;:J,spe8ts of t he langu :=i[;'e . 1l1h i s r:1a.y not be a radical change but an 

;.,_:·.--1/ or merged fo :!:' so:ne reason . l~e,., ·.•:orcis , or lo an Hards may be come 

(-:•:~ +~~-~b lished in a l anguage over t ime , s ir,ce l2.n r:it1a,r;e is no more s t.s.tic 

tr'!:;~ the c ulture of whi ch i t i 2 a. 112.rt . I t c a rrn.ot, ho1,-1e ve~c , be U.8ed 

:•_;-; subst itute fo r poJ.i ti c al or so:::i2J. cl-?.,ssifica.t ions o.f soc.:ic ti c~s 

especial c 2.re mus t be t 2Jrnn whe,~ a~7 'Jlying i t in a.".1 hi s tcr ica l 

,~ . Although t lr is wo rk is mostly conce Tn(~cl with t~e :Br1nu e- Con ~'"lP , j_t 
wou l d be ·, . .1.i.s~ t o e xarni_ Ee t 11e Ch 3. '-li c [9:-01-.rp a. s a lincu i sti c 
entity as well . ~)ee 1;1i 3·. 4 i ~ back cover :pocke t . 
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Or,11 history begins 1-;i th the e,rri v:d of t he proto- Birom who 

clinbed the scar11 t o reach the platep~-,_;_ ovei."' three hundi'e d yeff.::'3 ago . 1 

rhis ethnic grouJ) , calling- themselves Bi Rom or ' people of the ~on ' ~ 

settl ed at the village of Riyom or Sho".'lon~; and there is some dispute 

ovei' which villa5e ca>ne first . 3 Nevertheless , t,1ey eventual ly expanded 

outward. to oc cu:py much of ·~,hat is now t he s outhern })art of Jos Divis :Lon . 

Oral evidence tells of otDer migrants , e.t ;1resent cal.li:ne tf1emselves 

·ii::-o:n, conin;:; fro:r1 the south 2..,."1d the no2:··~h. ':l1he his t orical division 

~J f t "'iese groups is outlined be low. but tDere is .insufficient l inf,uistic 

evidence to draw any co nclusions as to the la,nguage differential 

between t :iem aI1d -::he proto- Biro:n . 

Wes t of the :B irom, 2.nC. relat ed to t ~t1em ling1.1. is t :1.cally are the 

C-a.:-12:.-,'U.ri . According to their o ::al evidence they carne from the nor th . 

'I. JP? Birom , I, II , III 2?:~~c;im . 
settlements , the relic ious 
at the southern extr eme of 

Using g-enealo :~:i'ics , two :3iror.-: 
c a_~-:i i tal Ttiyor.1 a:r d Shonong ( ()~-:;hono ) 
the J iror:1, appea.r to have bec~n OD 

the pl at eau in t ~e first he.lf of the sevente enth centu:--y .. 
:See A}ipendix II for dating . Jiiigration s wilJ. be dealt with in 
nore det s.i1 in Ch2.,::i t er II. · "J1ere is a sh2_rp .:L"ld lone break 
between the pre- histo:dc peoples and the historic ones by which 
is meant those hc1vinG o::::-al tradi tio:1.s l in..1-ced to genealo ;,;ies . 
Pre- historic people s are likely ah;orbed 1-1i.thin the modern 
ethnic groups with a consequen t loss of their tradi tio:-is 2.nd 
m1 adoyti.on of the t.r2.di tions of the ne Hcomers . 

2 . J3 i - - this is one of the _ulural nou_:1 cl as s :c-i r efixes in }3irom. 
1:G.t is • -~ome origin ' t heory fi :r.s t appears i ~ Davies ' The "Ri :rorn 
( see above) . !{e Oases this f ar-fetched. t he ory on the 
mater:i. a1 culture - -the short two - ed.ge:i s1-1ord used by 
peoples in thi s area a3 well as the leg r;.ceaves ,.,~·orr: by 
tie }3:Lrom very similar to t h os -e of the ,,or'lartS . '~'his m_y-th 
has gai ned some CL.~r~cer.cy arnont, th e younr;eT e:iucated elements 
of the 3 irom but no t ar1ong older infor'llants . 

3 • Geneal ogies show that t hey came a,t a pproxim2,tel y t he same time . 
J PP , E£.ssim . 
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It ha s been sug'is·e sted ~hat the G2.:1awuri nigTated t o Zan gon 1:at8.b in 

Frvm here , under pressure caused by the 

2c.1,r i a emirate 1• i n the ear ly part of tr...e nir..eteenth c entury , they e:,Toup?d 

v;i th the Ataka on t he western e cige of the ~ T,1lateau , an a l most i mpre5na~Jle 

2 11 . G L~ 3,_:"'ea ea ea wong 1...._wo v 1., . 3ere t:".ey were joined by a nunber of Bi ron 

~.)·roU!)S wi th Hhom they in-t er.·ma~rie :": &...Yld , j_f :-1ot al ready lin5· .. ·u.i st.ic2.l ly 

:!'?l tlt ed , acq_ui recl a la..:."lguage v ery siiililar to the 13 i :.:-om . 3 

The rcna1.:2. in ·::,:le vil lae;·e of :_L'eria sixteE·n kilometres north of 

.. -o,; , 2.re also lin,;;uistically related to t\;e Birom group aYJd appear in 

·-;roenber g·' s Pl ateau J group with :Sirom 2--l'ld Ganawuri. Lr Oral evidence 

suc;,_;e stc; chat they know nothing of t:ieir origin; however t hey do know 

th2. t they were or, the plateau near their present s i te l ess t h2.r1 two 

:~u,·_c::eli years ago . 5 Lexico statistics have sh01-m their split with the 

;_Lrom to have occurred about 1200 years ago . 6 

I n the north of the Jos P-l ateau are a nwnber of l an5-ua6e grou11s 

t,0 e majority of whom , inc lrn3-ing Limoro , Buj i , Jere , kJao , Kurama and 

1 . Berthoud , Gerald , ' Ei storic Work on t he Gana wuri of the ;ros ?lat2au,' 
Bulletin A:r,:mel du >:usec et Insti t u t d ' Bthnor;ra.:,hie clc l a 
Ville de Geneve , 1965 . ~To . 8 , p . 20 . 

2 . Berthoud , Ibid ., p . 20 . 

_JPP Birom , I , II , I II and Ganawuri , IV , passim . 

b . Greenberg , on . cit ., p . 7 . 
::, . ;IP? 'l'eria (Fchara) , IV p . 187-1 96 . I nform,mt s various ethr'.t c 

groups incl uding t he Ru k1:ba , Jer.e , and Buji agree t r:.at the ikl:ara 
were here bdfore they arrived; however t he Fchara gem:,alog-i e s 
were ver'J i nconsistent in this r e :;2.rd . 

G. Shimizu , Dr . Kiyoshi , On t he Lin_; )u i s ·:, j_ c I·la..,,:- r:,in;· Pro.iect of B .. J-1 • 

Sta te . Public l e cture 2-t Jos I<useuril , Fovemb•.ff 20 1973 . 
Details on gl ottochronology ca:1 -oe found in R. B. Lee ' s 
' '.i'he :Basis of Glottochronology ,' 12.::1;,ya,;;e , 29 (1 953) pp . 113-127 . 
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iu1agut -;1. , are part of t he Plateau I 5Touu o f the Benue- Congo langu ,::.s·e 

:;"ni:L l y . The se groups cl aim to have mi r;rated a lmost wholly from t he 

area t o the north ·east in the direction of Ba :,chi around the earl y 

1 
,1 ineteen th century . rrhey have l ingo. istic cogna t e s o f f the plateau 

t o the wes t i n :prese:1t - day :\rorth Central State 1-1hich i nclude t he 

::!!awa i ar:d the Gure . 

Such a spl it i n lingu i sti.c grou ps is not unusual on the plateau 

for the Hukuba who are in the PJateau 1-1 0-roup of the Benue- Congo f amily 

are in a similar :;iosition . According to orc:Ll evidence , they were 

d·,,elling with a pert of the Plateau I gToup , the Jere i n part icul ar , 

::ie fore coming to the Pl ateau probabl y i n the lat e eighteenth century. 

·s'hey too are separated from l anguage cognates , for they are i n t he sa.rne 

?l ateau group a s t he 1\,;;u, il in zarn and l•\ada ethni c g::-oups ·,,;ho l ive to 

t:ie s outh and south west of the pl ateau . 2 'I'he spl i t of P.ukuba cmd 

.. inza,-;i , according to glottochronology , occurred around Lr50 A. D. 3 

,The Irigwe and the Afusar e4 are par t of ye t another Benue- Congo 

1 . ,J'P:i.'. IV , J2-?.ssfm . Por the causes of these migrat i ons see Cl-w.p t er I I . 

2 . i,·Jillia.rnson , K., ' The Benue- Congo La..YJ.guage Classi fied .' 
A payer :uresen ted at the Eighth Cone;ress of t he Lingui stic 
Soc i ety of West Africa hel d .in Abidj an , 1969 . 

3. Shimizu , on . ci t . , p . 1L~. The probl em i-;i t h 2_11 such dat es is Hhere · 
were thr~se gToups when t hey split . '.~h is is a query which 
l ex ico- stat is t ics cannot a nswer acle quately . 

i.; . r.remple , C. L. and. O. , Not,::)s on tbe '11-r>ibes , ProvincE?S 2nd Sto.tes 
of t he i<ort~:ern Provinc e s of :.-Ti r~·e:r:i.a , 196) , p . 165 , refer3 to 
the Afusa.re as Jaro,wa as d.o the: r..:.ocunen t s HAl.£ Jospro f I 581/1 922 
and Jo:0112:·of 257 / 191)4. ·J'hc Ja:co.,,a tnat 1.'empl e rEJfers to aTe 
now c~J11ed. the J a~a.wa B2r. t u a:r-~':i arc in a corn11l e t e ly cli .f f0.re:: t 
lingu i s t i c gr oup ( :2antoid) fro;·, tr:e Af usare (Plateau) al thou0h 
they bot'1 belong to the :::Jenue- Co n~;o fan ily . ( See 'Ji1liaJ:1son 
anci Shi1nizu , Benue- Con.~-o Comna.:rative 1}or d List , I, -1968 . 



1 cenguage croup, this time Pl ateau 2. The maj or i ty of l arig1.1a,o;0s 

lJ;o}onging t o this group a r e centred off the pla teau to the east ,,1?-,ere t he 

T•ioroa , Kaje , Ka,;·oro , and Jaba live . ;rhe Irigwe claim origin f :r·om t he 

Afu ;;are in Fobur which is forty kiloraetres east of Irigwe , but speak 

a dialect close to t he Kaje a-rid t he Xatab at Zongo n Kata b twenty-five 

,; ilome tres to t he west . 1 

The Afus;,..re 2.re the most ubiquitous of all t h, e Plateau groups to 

;:'c' ex ari1ined . This language group appears not only in t he north- east 

cc.rne r of t;1e plateau but also in scat tered sections a,11ong the Plateau 

J roup where t hey have intermingled and amalgamated with t he Birom at Du, 

f'or•1m , and Gashish , aYJ.d with the Gaz1 awuri at Gwong Kwott . The Afusare 

~. c Fobur and Shere clai rn a western origin from the area now occupied 

2 \.- the Ch2.wa i off t he plateau . 11heir linguistic cognates , t he Kagoro , 

h'cve a tradition of originating from t he plateau . 3 

It is quite possible that the northward migration of a large 

n ..lmber of Birom spea.1.:ers ov2rr2.n or inter-settled wi t!'l the Pla.teau 2 

;;-roup a.".!d pushed some of them west and north. However , ca.ution 

s"lould be exer cised in such speculations when using oral his :ory and 

1. JPP Irigwe IV , pp. 1- 70 . 

2 , J PP Irigwe IV, pp . 1-70. 

3, 'I'remearne, A. J . N., The Tailed Head Hunters of Nin;erj_3_ , 1912, 
p. 93 . 
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. . d 1 l inguistic evi ence , 

'I'o gain some perspective in th i s l inguistic sketch of the 

plate2.u it is necessary to look at t:ie Chadic l a:nguage f amily on the 

eastern pl ateau ( now ParJ:shin Divi sion) to show ,,1,1ere that very vague 

line bet·~.Jeen these two l ints1.iist ic far.lili e s lies . 

rr,he ma,jor C~adic group in this area is the .:-lngas lai.':.guage , 

macie u _o of the Angas , ArLk.:1-:e and Su:r:a . The Ang2.s are said to be 

settlers fr:·0 ;11 Borno who ce.:ne to the })la tea:i sor..e -chree or four 

h,1 nd:::·ed years a go . A quarrel i s said to have acisen a.nd they split 

ir.to va rious factions which in turn divided a.c'1.d formed many of the 

e t ':1nic grou9s i n this south eastern section of the plateau incluci.ing 

C · ·n 1 ~nd Hi r:::-i am . 2 t he 'rnp , ·,. a = Both the Ankwe in Shendam area and the 

~,ura. are closely rel ated to the 1',.ngc1.s linguisti cally . 

'l'he Sura, who are t·~-:enty to t ·det1ty- five kilometres east of the 

nearest BiJ:om village , are of some interest . They ascerded. the plateau 

1 , Ba.l l ard , John , ' Historical Inferences fror:1 the Linguist.le 
Geo q;.caphy of the liigerian Eiddle Bel t ,' AfriQ_Q: , l.11(L() 1971. 
pp . 29)_,- 305 . For the lingc1ist ' s viewpoint see : i'1ewrnan , Paul, 
' Li nguistic Re lationship , Language Shifting , Eu1d Historical 
Inference, 1 Afrika u nd libersee , :Bard LI II Heft 3/4, pp . 21 - 22 1. 
It is interesting to note t 11at between 1200 a.'1.d 1500 years 
a go three linguistic splits occur red : the ~iuk:uba- Uinzar.1 
Lr50 A. D., Irig,.-1e- Kab½- Afus2.re 550 A. D. and the Bi rom- Chara 
750 A. D. ( no error fa.ctor given) . All three o:f the se crou._p s 
have r e tained over sixty pe:!:: c en t of the ir 1>roto-l2.ngu2.ge . 
',·;nether t his splitt i ng o.f f;Touns ,.-,as in any wey conn,:,cted 
with tr>.e end of the Xok: culture 200 ± 50 A. D. or the 
desi c:c2.tion of the Sa.hara must be l eft until muc:h more 
archaeological a;1d ethno6--ra1)hic i nforcation is avai l able . 
See Shimizu , on. cit ., p . 1li . 

2. Ames , C. G., on . cit ., pp . 122-1 30 . Ases gives us a.ri adequate 
h i storical su mmary of these {;Toups which will have to st2.:nd 
until more detailed work i s done . 
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are 
r:='he ··io t:{:.J 3:;. fyo r:1 t ~: e ~)hrt ':::.ic l :.;.i;_ ·-·c ::.·-·e f e_rn-i ly ·bu t o f a d if'fere nt 

ni ·,.1eteenth ce:1turf , supplyin ? t!.': e l~te:·1 ·.-:i th Kuler i c e.pti ves to he 

e::ist.. and tbus !)l aced t hemselves at t'r:e y~r i ph ery of this ne· .. 1 influx 

') J Ff El de?:>s in Ker en,g Su---·,:,: , 1 _5/12/19 7 J , V, p .. 107 . ~l'hL: A~ .. z2.s a.lso 
cl a i m t o have :::et t°:"' i? K.i b::,r f;~ (J irom), wi1en t ~: e;:,r c a:.:.e t o 1''i 0r . 
Th2 An,:;as d :c·ov e the!-1 o'.l t. ( ::i :•e ';:8:'i":)J.e 0:1 . c it ., :p . 228) . 

,Jp;~ Ha t t o Da::at , Gi r,diri, \11?/73 , Y, Tl . 85 . 
.i:l,r-e:..r'lk , o rJ. c i t . 111-ie Kul t...r.i a;rpec r to D:!.ve b -~<:=n a pre- T)i -r-om 

peo -c,J.e i.-.'~'l~\"·:e :re a.s:; i.:nil::ited , d:ci.ven west () I' s ol d i :r. t.o c :.\!Jtivity . 
'fhe .t'{o:1. f ou~;ht C:len 2, i}(;!_ress w:lo rc:ay h?.v e b -~~eD a Kul e r i . 
Che ~-~ a D::-1ress was :r- rJferrcd to i n t h i s Chau t<?:r. . 

BallarJ , oo. ci t ., p . 303 . 

_/ 
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Lexico- st:ci.Ustics , as it rr.a.:; be e.pplied to the ~llateau. , j_s still 

in j_ ts inf2-'lcy due to t he l ack of l inguistic s tudi e s and it wo1 '1 d 

~c u.Yl·,,;ise to mer r;-e what is k !'10·1·.'!1. ,.v2. t'n the rather imprecise t ::-adi tio ns 

of orig LY\ . Eeverthel es s , the above co es g ive a.YJ impres s i on o.f 

r;,ulti - di rec t io::al mi gra.tions of peo :-:les on to the pla teau i n recen t 

r:5-s~o::-ical times . as well as a t ende~1cy Dy some o f t he first a::-r ivals, 

for ex2.n1_;i l e. t he Angas and t he 3 i ro'.'.! , to expan:: over a. consicler2.ble 

Up to this point oral history :--ias 1Jeen referred to only br i efly 

i n order to support or refute other sources 'cons i dered . It i.s no·.-, 

nccess2.ry . to a!12.lyze this oral his ·~ory in the licht of the above 

sources and 2.ttem:ot to cons t ru ct 2. brief history of the Jos Pl ateau 

u:i to the nineteenth century . 'I'his '.-,ill be cio!'.le , al ways b e2.:'.:'i n g i n 

;nind t he over all mi gration pa.tterns , 2.s 1-:ell as the inter-relati ons , 

or 12.ck thereof betwee:--i v arious settl ements . 

1 The fi1B.l occupa t i on l eve l at Dutsen Kongb2. woul d appea r to 

be co?1temporary- wi t h the prese!1ce on t be plateau. of the early :Sirom2 

peopl es . At some time before 1650 t11e 1iroto- Birorn ce.me on to the 

jos Pl atea.u quite possibly as Lirmers e.nd cattle- keepers . T'ne 

1 . J."eder2.l Dep2.rtrnent of Antiquities , ' Z:xca.vations a t Duben Zongba 
Near Jo s , Ni geria ( :?reliminary ~·!otice) 0 -:.1 . ci t., nassj_rn . 

2 . 'l10 avoid later confusion , t"ie etnnic group wil l be c alled 
by the n2.r:ie by \-/hich i t is now knm-m . Below are t he usual 
names of the ethnie ,3roups ::oJ.lowed b_y the name s tbi.t 
t he;y giv e thensel v es . 

.Afusare (Afuzarek ); .Arno ( Ar12..~9 ) ; Anaguta ( _t\n aguta. ); 3irorn 
(Ili Iiom) ; ?.u,j i (Onoboze ) ; 8r.o'.-:ooo ( Azo:'a); Ganawuri ( Jct,m ); 
Gu r:--.um ( _-vlRgo:r.um) ; Irigwf.? ( ~~rig,.-,e) ; Jere ( Azele) K;1r.:vna 
( Ku:::-a.mi) K\·takwi ( l3 ifira.'1) ; Limoro ( Limoro) tfoh ara (':chara ) ; 
Piti ( Abisi ) P'J ern (I'ye;:1 ) :?.on ./J;halli} ( Ron) ; ::{uk:uba ( B-,.che) ; 
Sura (IIahvt1l ); Ukwairai ( Ukwa i r.·a i) . 
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peo:rcile of Riyom claim the Birorn originat ed from t'"ie no:.·th , but th2ir 

ex:-:!.ct rni gYation .::-oute is not kno,-r11 . Shono~g syea..1..cs o f a southern 

o:::i ,;_;i n, arid each cle.ins to b2 ·i;he L r st 3irom settlement on the 

1 olatea·J. . As will be sho1m be low , mi e:,--::atio::s to ' Bi roml a.nd ' from 

vs ' i OJ.S di rectior,s continued until t he first quarter of the nine teenth 

centu r y . The only other settlement which cl2.ims eJl ar.cival on t he 

pla.tea~ in the seve:ateenth cent1-1r:y is Him . However , their arrival 

ci2te of 16$7- 1684 ± 36 is perha_ys 2 too earl y I t ts more l ikely 

t :-.2,t tts-y were :na.:rt of a gTou~) of mi g;r a..:1ts from the north , whi ch 

i :icluded the Du. and Forum , all of whom arrived in the early nineteenth 

By the second he.lf cf the eightee!'.t t h centu1:y , other settlemen ts 

1-1e,:e being .founded e.nd nim, had been e s t-,.blished : Jol , Labari r,~-; , Luwa , 

j·~yeng , :Bengai , Ra Fan , Zabutt , Don and l'-JenJ'1,1a...t1 , all of whom claimed. 

2.. ·-.iyom or P.iyom- deri ved o :::·igin . 3 .A poli tico_religious manifr:?st2.tion 

of this relationsh i p between these vil l a;;;;es a.11d Riyom wa s the ri tu.al 

1 . Jl'P Riyom I , p:p . 155 and 195 . Ames however g ives the so1c th as 
the pl ace of o r i 8 i n , a clai1:, t he ,rci ter could not su·ostantiate . 
As will be seen in all the [;.coups to be dealt with , clans or 
sections carne at di fferent times er.d fro m c,ifferent directions ; 
thu s a definitive mi gre.tion route is difficu.l t . In Riyom 
itself n en a:.:·e buried facin5 Tic,t i n (eas t , me ;:ming the area 
of the beginning ), 3 a - area , ~~in - bee;inning or base of a 
plant . Since G•tii (t:ne sUJ1) is a m.2.nifestat ion of Go ;:i. , i ts 
beginning (ri s i ng) is irnpo:c t ~11t . 

2 . Hi m' s g·enealog:y li st ela t e s w2.rs ·.1ith viJ.1 2-ges tha t had not as 
y e t come into exi stence . Th is desire .for an inde2_J endence 
from .H.i yom may be a r e cent st::::::ategem to regain 2.11 adr.:.inistrative 
selJare .. :tion f r om ~iyo.ra 1.-.rhic~1 t he:.r had Oef'o:re the 1930 ' s 
reorg811 i z:?...tion of t he d:"_s t :cic ts . 

3. See Appen c~ ix II . pp . 426- 437. 
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of thr::! l eopard. which, Hhen kill eci , was dece.~~i tated a11d the he2,d wa.s 

t ak en to :{iyom . Eo·.v•?v e r , if the sc ttle~:ent he.d cl aimed to be of 

?. .iyora- deri ved orig in , the leo?ard hee.d. ·.·,·ould be :passed throu:;!"t the 

i i.jJedi a t e senio:c village and t }:1en to ~ iyo;11 . ?or exampl e , if a 

leo~-ia::-d v:as ki l let.l by Ban vi llagers , -:he he.e.d Vi01J.ld be carried. to 

Zc~:)utt f irst , as za·outt was co:is i dered t he ' father ' of Ban . Zabutt 

wcnl d then pass it on to Riyom . The a·oove n i ne settl em:mts thus 

8~~ read south ac.d. e .::.,st , t ':'1 e gree .. t est d.i.st~ce Oeing to Ra E12..n thirty 

ki lonetres due east of H.iyom and south as far as Hen6·won, twenty-five 

k i l ometres away . 'l'he expans ion to the ea.st might very well have 

be0:1 h2.rnperec1. by the ar:::-ival of the Sura from the south- -ee.st lowl and , 

. th 1"700 1 1 ' · 1 •h a.1: ar:ci va l th&.t me.y be dated a.s ea:dy as i n ·_.e s, wn1 e ·c .. e 

fu.1·the s t e 2.sh1ard expansion by :oro t o- 3irow. was Zabutt and ?.a Fan 

( 1711-1738 32) . '?he Sura of Kereng claim to have c;one i nto Birom 

L).nd a.'1d killed so;;1e of its i nha.b i t2.r1.ts2 before fleeing back to 

t he i r present site . The eastern border ·was further derc.arcated by 

t 1 e arrival of the FsJem in t h e late eighteenth or early nineteenth 

c entury . 3 

Expansion of the Birom before 1800 was limited to two direct.ions, 

so~:.th a..-rid e a:.st . imy attempt to exten.d no :::-thwarJ.s or ... ,e s twnrds wa s 

1. { PP Kereng Sura 15/1 2/73 V: 107 . 
2 . I bid V. p . 108 . ~'he Sura called t :ie J:l irom ' Rem ' 

7 It i m? Hiyom? ) and say t he. t wb.2n they Hen t there t he !) irom 
wer e many . 

3. I··!achunz2., , iU<ila ~Jan tu , ~{12.rihi : ?yem - Gi ndj_ri , 1964 , 1>. 7 . 
I could not ascertai n a mere e x2,c t date of 2_rr iva l fo r the 
Pyem e:zce ut that t hey we:r.·e in their pr esent site a I short 
time ' before Yakubu of Bau ch i c a.ec1.e , c . 1830 . 
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i nhi :-;i ted not onl y by t ~1e more rugcec:. te -~Tain in the uest but a1 so 

,io:·haps , by tte ::-,resence of othe r peoples . Otherwise , it is difficul t 

to expla.in w\y t'1e flat, Lin ~olaces f ertile , l;rnds north of 

~itom rer~ained u..nsettl ed by t he 1lirom. 

By the l ate eighteenth cente :·y , 2. la.r.-ge E;TOUJJ of r.iigrants 

::ie;; :m arriving from the sou.thorn l owlanc:.s . It is not known if they 

;-re i ·e Birom spe2~1<ers or not . 1 Thi s r.iigration is sa.id to have moved 

t ::-. rough 3eng2.i or the Bengai a.rea. , 'cut the people of Bengai evince 

-t . . ' 7 . ' t th. B · 2 no knowleC.ge of this mi grat i on . l. is :;ioss i o_e t.~2. _ is enga.i grou1-1 

were in s earch of pasture l and f or thei:c dwarf cattle, or were induced 

to move t o the plateau by the large- sc c1le mi 6-rati ons which chan•.cterize 

t :o southern plains i n t he late eighteenth centuyy . 3 Line,uistic 

evidence shows t'.'.&.t there ar8 some settl ements of ~'3irom s:r,ea-1<:ers 

1 . Because of the size a::1d i mpo:-tar:ce of t his mi gration , 3 i rom will 
be used hencefor·th to descfi be all those who n ow consir1er 
t :emsel ves belonging to thi s ethnic grou p . See Appendix II 
for ciating . 

? • For pur_;coses of convec1ience , thi s term will be maintained when 
r efer:r-ing- to this particul 2.:::- Bi rom migrant group . 

J. D0....Y1ama , a 3orno refu;·ee 3.bout t he end of t~e ei ghteenth centu:cy 
founded Lafia , and h is suc r;essor•, ···i':usa. , before the jihad , 
subdued the tribes of Karo , Gwandara , i·!2JTia and A.nkwe to 
t he foot of t he _ulateau . J . C. Sc i ortino , Gazetteer of 
Nassarawa Province , 1919. For more detail on rai c;ration and 
population move;:;ent in this 2.rea of t he Hiddle Belt se,2 
Eason , I'•:., ' :?o:pu l rition Density 2_nd. !! Slave ·:~aiding , 11 - .- rrhe 
Case of the l-IiddJ.e 3elt of ~:i g-eria,' Journal of Af :dcan 
Hi s to:L';f ( J AE! ), X: 11 , 1969 , p:_; . 555- 56L1. AJ.so Gleave and 
~.-?rothero ,~opulation Density c=i .... vid 11 i)l ave 3.aidingu --a Comment , 1 

J AH , XII : 2, 1971, pp . 319- 327, 



t ,...:enty- fi ve kilome tres nor t h of -c,ros :3nt day 1,,feJI1ba. on the pJ.:-i.ins. 1 

l:·1?v er t heless , t he 3 engai g·.r:-oup .fi l to .:·ecl u~) f :::-or:1 the :::;ou t ~ 2:t V8_-r ious 

tiDes between the late ei3hteenth e.r.-J. t~e f i.rst half of the nine teenth 

century . Some ~e a c:led. the a~ee. arou2;.j_ ]iyom by the middle ~.f th.2 

~io~"!'l ina.nt part of' Tu.ru. which l ater rD.2.de u .9 the V1da.ng confeO.er~cy 

2 i".l '''yono . It is not knm-m if tl'.!ese ne·,1cc mers submitted to com::,let ,,, 

o t ev er:. parti c l .. ~iyom suzerai~ty , bJ t i t should be :Po inted out 

t:-~~--t none of the above 3engai t T OU] , nor t~e later vill ages of Heren ~::s' , 

!~~s2a , or Y.wi , acknowledge a. :~tiyom o:-:'..:3'i~ and they give no ' tribute' 

of any k i nd , such as the l eo92:cd ' s h22.d , to ? iyorn . 

:tiyom co n t i nued to ex.9and , encor:~s: e.ss ing by the late eiJ.i,11teer..th 

c ?nb.ry (1765-1 792 + 28) the s ettl er:,ents of Gafat , Pomwol, '.:'afa __ -, , 

~Ll .. fa_11g , and.. 21ahoss . Aga in , thi s ex_ •ai!.sion of Ri:yom settleme~.ts 

t en ded to be towar:1.s the south . It w:;.s not unti l the 1800 ' s that 

t'.:.e Dirom i.•rere pe:!:'ha·;-:s po~uJ. ou.s eno'.J.g:~ to exp2.nd north Hards . 

Rvc~n then the movement wc.s s pearheaded i:Jy tr1e ne w im~ni g:I·ants , the 

:3engai group , Wt!O were m,Jre likel y to need new farmland. The north 

m,,.'f have blocked a..ny ee.rly Birom ex::i 2J1sion and it woul d be us eful 

here to examine the very diversified n e:tu re of the inhab i tants of 

t'.-._e northern half of t.!1e pla t eau . 

1!lhen discus sing t he 0r-:r·ou:;s that e s tabl ish ,·~d thems e l ves in the 

1 . Bouquiaux , Luc , L3. Lan :;ue 3 :i Yo-:: , 1970 , 2._ass.i.m . 

2 . rryono beine the ori g i nal set Cl 2r;1en t area just behind ~o:tesent- ~~J-('-' 
Vwang- .b the Vom h :i. lls . ?or dating se e A~1pendix E . T':O • lr2 b- 437 · 
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northern quarter of the J·os :?l atem:. , it is necess ar·y to beg.i.n with 

,. 1J l a ce cal l ed Goa . The exact loce.tion of Gba is not known but it 

i s t hought to be somewhere east of Zar:;.n:ia Hi l l which is about 

t hirty kilometr es WJs t of Bauchi. It is from Gba that the Jukuba 

a.v,d t}-,e :Buji claim origin . end these h:o groups passed th:!:·ough 

t n.e Kwc~"l:ion Kaya Hills sixty- five kilometre s west of Ba.uchi mectL,g 

1 , " ' Je~e anc ~ne ~mo . The first r1 i gre.tion fro::i t 11e se hills t :,ok 

pl ace i n the l atter ~art of the eighteenth cent1;_-ry . Segrnents of 

t h e Ru .. \.71ba left ·cefo:r•e the end of the eighteenth century (1 765-1792 ± 28) , 

,,,:-ii l e the Jere l eft a.tou t the same time and accompa.'1iecl them westward . 

'['he ,Jere sett l ed a t Fengana , a reek outcro.:J thi r ty- h10 kilometre s 

nort::i of Jos t hen in t he nineteenth century moved on to t heir 

11r esent s ite . "h Ruv b t• . . +' t 2 . 7 d. 1 t 1' ,e , ' .,u a on .1e.:. r migTc1cion rou es inc_u cc s · ays 

w.ith the Jere a.'ld Amo. As the Ruku ba. were made u p of dispersed 

s ections , they pene t rated their present rocky land a rea at , different 

time s as separate clans m1.d founded sepa.rate settlements. It i s not; 

kno1.,,rn when the lunD left Kw,gndon Kaya, but it would appear to have 

b : en abou t the same time, since t he R:ikuba SJleak of staying with the J\Ji:o . 

;i'he Ru'rnba claim that a dis:~ute e.rose with the ,Jere ovc1' a 

\•r0ma..Y1 . The hukuba even tually won and fled from the anger of the JeY.'e . 3 

·rhe Jere on t h e other hand do not reme:nber why they lef t Kwandon KoJa 

1 . The terrJ Jere refers to all t :Cw eventual segn1ents t hat left 
Kwandon Kaya , the Gu.su , Limoro and S2,ng·a . 

2 · :Personal Corru1ru.nic a.tion , :t?1·ofe:-: sor J . C. Huller , J)epe.rtr:ien t 
d ' Anthro 'I)ologie , liniversite de J.Iontreal, Hontreal 1 Quebe c , 
C2.nad.a , J u ne 19, 197Li. 

3 · J.:u1ler , J . C. Rukuba :,;th.nogT2.nh:.r , un11ublished typed manuscript , 
no date , (1971?) . 
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t ~1e fax.·ming was good . :_=i:1e ?.-..lkuba , .Jere an.d .Amo cl c;.i m to 11.ave 

mizra.t ed. t og e ther . They spc &< re l2.ted l an2-;•,.1a,ces and a fe".·-1 clons 

arnonc the _i:i •. rno c l aim a RuX:1.0 2.. origi n . One tradition states t ha t 

Sot.th of Jere , b·,J. t sti ::. l soue fift een k ilometres no:cth cf Jos , 

~~~-::-e two s e t t le;nen t s whose o~,i ,si ns ::')resent di fficult i es . In order 

to deal aclequatel y Hi th the proble::-.s th2.t ari se , it i s nece s~o.:ry t o 

;;ouc':", bri efly on even t s t:iat took ~j l ace 1-:ell int o the nineteenth 

century . '.i.'he t1-;o peopl e s , Eci1ar a 2.::1c. Ukwairai , appear t o have b ar e ly 

s~trvived the consteJ1t novenen t thr o·;.1),ou t thei r area i n the peri od 

The Echara i n ]'eria. 2.re qui t e po ss ibl y a pr oto- Birom peopl e who 

,'.ad s pread nor t h of Hi yo::1 or wer e lef t by t he :9roto- Birom peopl e 

;;',en they passed through from t e e nort h i n tr:e earl y nineteen t h 

cen tury . 3 'l1he :icha:c·a, a me:nbar of the Pl ateau 3 l a nguage g-.cour) 

·,-: i th the Bi r om, he.ve si::1i lar marriage customs a.rid state the.t outs i de 
J 

t heir group they marry only •..:.i. th tr-:e Bi rom . 4 However; they have 

also been infl ue!lced. by tie Amo circu; .. cision f estiv2J. wn ich t he 

.:che.ra undertak e evecy s even years , a festival H'.-l ich the Birom do 

r:o t per.:'onn . Al thou ":;".'1 no .iL'l!o cl,,.;ci co ul d. be trac ed i n t he I-'.chara 

1. J ?P Amo , 22/9/73 , IV , p . 295 . 
2 . l.:AK 1JO S])rof 407 , I Counsell , ~ . ·~1 . i'~~. 'Reo ge.nizati on of J.1x10 , 

Bu j .i. , J ere Di stricts , Jos Division ' . 

.) . See Ap:pendix I I. pp . h 26- Ll37, 
J i°? 'l'eria Ckhaca) 31 /7/73 , I'! , p . 193 . 
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( 1t-46-1 873) . r1:r:.e ~?chara cl a ir-: J;rece~_ence i n t>i.s a.re a of: t·--t: !:l -'"!teau 

P. :"tc~r t~•2y a::-r i veC. t ~e Uk1 .. 1air~. ::. ,j o'.:.::-i.-~:3. t~-:c-i :1 . 1 ~otfl had s e·~·:.l ed 

t :1e rec.son for t he Nch;.-:,ra 1 s :r..:tre2- t t o I'~cr,op 

1 . Ibi,~ .. , T\7, p . 199 . ~Ph2 d.2,te 1-SLrS-1 573 s ~i. r_;.11 i .fics some~i :·-12 
be t •,;een these t 1.-,ro d ::.t~~s . 

?. J ? i' Gurrll.:,1, 30/7/73, I V, :'.J . 
' .A tu:rv r ock ' is a. c2.v e s i tG sixtc;'en ki l orr:etres north of ,J o s 

1.-in0re Uk·-,:air2.i and l?ch---.ra c2.~cx-y out 
as k in:; .for cru.i d;._1.,nce of -~-~-~c peo ~11e . 
a nd Du. are a l so i nv ·:;lved i :'1 rituaJ.s 

t'.lo .Lr r ,1lig JoiJ.S :. .... i t r:s 
::I.'he J iron of K2.~<1ng· 
Pr-?:t~fcn:Tied at t t.is s i te . 

,JPP rre-ri c~., O TJ . ci t., IV , ; . I .S9 . Ye:pop i s twenty kiJ.o::~ct.res 
no:r·th--wes t of At uru and. r,1u c ·., better p1aced t~~-1.n At ur:..l 2.s a 
defens ive posi ·tion . 
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f_:om the o:c'igin story of the village of Du. , '.i'he Bi r orn vi llat;e of 

lJJ. cl o.ims a northe rn or i 3;in . ·1'hey date the i r ar:::-ival i n na a-:..~o "tJncl 

-r,~18 e 2.rly ;)art of the 1800 1 s ( 1792- 18 19 ± 26) . 11~'1ey· claim to havt? 

c: o·.e-oto 1 co~e fro~1 ..., ... and afte2:· r,nch t:cavel l i nc5· , stayecl briefly in t he 

2--re?. that the 3uji l a t er se t tled . i'•:oving on south,.-iarcl t hey founde d 

t:ie villa3e of Kabon;,· ;;md t:-1en mo,·ed sou tt .eastw3.r ds to final ly 

se ttle at Du . 'l'he :oeople ot Du related that when they were i n · t he 

crea. c f Buji ther e were some peo9 lc nearby, but they di d not fight 

2 This was before ti1e arri va.l o f 3c1.j i in t hat area and may 

1---,ave been the lJb;airai or the l.,cha:ca . The Du peo:pl e :passed on to 

;,;:,1bon:;- and f rom t here s ome clcms s:;ilit off anc~ went on to. Du and 

J.iveo. toge·ther with the Zawa..n 1.vho were a. section of the Bengai :Birom . 

?'abong led by the Lo Kwai ( clan of Kwai ) 3 cont inued to go to Aturu 

:,,~ r e l igious c e:-cemoni es w.i l!1 t r. e 1·:cr_2.ra and U1::: wa i:ra.i . It would 

a ~1 :)ear that the la·Cter two disyer sed 211d fused with other groups as 

;;:iey stated but rnai n t a i nei their most im·9ortant posi tion acnong the 

Jh and Kabong settlement s . I t canno t be said d efinitely t hat Du was 

p.r t of the proto- :S irom or , on the othe r hand , a non- Birom peo:pl e 

:·us ' e d south by Jere4 settling with the u'"kwairai and then beir..,;,; a 6a in 

1 . A Sokoto origi!l has also been claimed in Forum by the Gyena 
cl 2n whi eh mcty be ,,;, se;:;1nent of :.he DJ. g=·oup from t he north 
which settled in I•'orum . ' Soko t o ' may be us ed here not only 
to nt82.n t:J.e r..o ~th g:enere.l l y bv. t perha?JS to g ive the cl an 
a g.r·e ate:c l eg i ti:-:12.cy w~en the coloni 2.l administratio~1 
attem.9t2d to O. :i.sc over: \·IhQ t:le t I:)?."Oper ' vi l l age c hi ef was 
.i.n th (e t,-i:::ntieth cer.Lry . ,~;Jes b;,ilds this into a I'uz,1 
origi n . 3ee .FJnes , o u . cit ., !: • 6,S . 

J . Lo K,·1ai i eo 2.l so an i soortan t s "':pent of the Du po:oula.tion . 
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dri ven f ar t her sontl1 . It wa s du:-:-ir,g th i.s final mi gration t ha t t~,ey 

me t a pa:r-t of t f:e bengai- J3iroc ?...~"'ri vinf::; fro rn t l---_e north . T"nr: 

som~)lications that arose f:com t ~i s e ncounter will ·oe a .. nalyS~d. i n 

As the ninets enth c ent I.-·y be g?..n , the Jos Plc.teau can be seen 

8.s 2. le.....n.d of m:~ .. ~y scattered se~tleme~-1ts . rrne Birom-, as shown above , 

cc:c-upi ed the sout{'!. end, wi t t1 tl-': e- a:::- ·i v 2,l of i:: he :Bengai 13i rom e Jq) 2_11.ied 

nort 1• and wes~ in t~e ::i i ne t ee.:1t~1 c ent ury . The no:c-th meanwhil e was 

o ·:cup i s d by tnree ethnic groups , -;;he :,ukuba , t he Amo ax1d the Jere , 

p~: r :lap s l ess nurn•.?rous t ha.~ the Birom . This trio had. just ar:r::-ived 

f:'O':l easterl y d.i rec tj_ons . I n the central par t of t he platea:J. were 

L',e Xchara and Fkw2.irai ' settle;:ients of obscure origin al though 

no:obably related to t he B5. ror.. ·ro t:ie ea,;t of these se ttler:cents 

Ji v r::d the Iri ttwe, made u p of t!l2 t:b.Te e cJ.ans , t (;.e Zigwe, Chinke , a nd 

:-·:uh1:1i . T!1ey lived in the area of pres ent d2.y Fobur a."'ld genealogical 

d. 2. ti ng shows t ha t the oldest clan - Zi5we - had been there since a t 

1E'as t the middle of the ei2;hteenth centu".'y (1 738-1765 :!: 30) . 1 

'l.'o the east of the 3i:c·o'Tl wer e t he Su:ca and the Ron, both of whom 

l-2.d arrived on the plateau in the firs t half of t he eighteenth 

The Sura , u pon their arriv al , t es ted t he riili tary stre;cg'th 

of t he Birom to the wes t and t'.",en ret~eated to settle and ex":)and i n 

1 . See Appendix I I . 

2 . Ibid . ·I1he Sura inforrl12..!11ts at Ks:rc~ng claim --=3.n arTi val da.te 
--of ' eig:i t generations 2.go ( 168tr- 1711 ± 3!.; ) a n 3. tne ,~on 2.t 

Bokkos pl ace t I:.ei r c~:{'~·iva l at sever.. generations e.go 
(1 711-1738 ± 32). See A:po e:1d. ix II . pp . li26- hJ7. 
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their present area . The defencP of t~--e ~'3i rorn ' s eastern front.ier 

v:·~t s left to the vi l lages o f '.Z abutt and Fan . 

rrhe latt er , the Fan ( ?c-1 :F'an 2nd '-112. .Fan), clai m a Ri yov.1 o :-cigin 

81.J.t al~::o s ay th2.t they do not take part in ?.,_J_"":Y rel jgious ce:ce:;i.onies 

1,.1:: .. th :::iyom . This :-nay sin. \1y he :Jeca)~.s e of the distanc e which 

':,.i ::·ou practice . 

T'!:-e b!"ie.:' 2..cc:ount c.bo .. -r e is Oased on -t:1.e oral history of the 

Jo s :?l ate au before 1800 and it ca...11 be seen th a.t, g iven such V?~gue 

evidence. only v ery tenuo1J.S c01:.cl ~;;.s .io~s c cLvi be u12.de . Firstly , the 

tlos Pl a t eau ous t be vi e ;,'J·ecl as 2.n a ::-:-ea su-oj ec t to c onst2,nt hu1:1a..'1. 

r.1.nv ement , ,._,,:·. t h some mi gTation from ,di 7-hout, whi.c~1 very often continued 

o~:ce .!~he gron ps reacf1ed. t"-'1.e :r-·latea:-1 . Seco :-:-idl y , mos t settleme~1ts 

t ies of ethnicity . '11h i:rdly , the.re is no evidence of' an u:rb2.n 

s r;t t i ng but simpl y ver y· scattered r u re~l ha1nle ts some still holding 

12.-cge herds of dwarf cows . ,4'oarthly, t "' e 3i..rom Here the only 

ct~ru i c group with any raeasu.re of cen t:r-~ 7 ized autho~-::·ity which will 

·~·-:.: d iscussed in Chapter II I . :r·'ift:"ily , there was li ttle concern 

ov ;·:o r safeguarding f arrrJar,ds t co'.·lhe!"d3 or- hv ::.1. tinc r.i /:hts in such a 

l.s.:r\_}2 a:.cea and , e:xce >t for t he eas t err1 f:eo:1 -Cier of ' I~, iroml an cl ' 

:·:i 1 j_ -La.:2./ acti vi -ty was minimal . 
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0;;. tr1e plateau, coupled ·d.ith the di rect a:~a. indirect influence o f 

L:- 8 F\J.lar1i jE1ad , produced mcc,·,y ch,!l ges in t he n i neteenth century . 

~: 9 t-: social , r1o l iti cal , ct ... nd ;nilite.rJ sltu2.ti o~1s a:r·ose , l eading to 

a number of ad2.p t2tions \L th~ n the ?lateau soc i e t i e s as i·1el l a2, 

c(; 2..:"':ge s in t:J.eir :relationshi?S \•:i t !'"i e a cD other . T'nese wi l l -oe 

:..ii s cus s ed in t~ne n2xt chapter . 
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~): n '11~-T:s -~11? ;:i1;~c1rs . ~---

?he flor,) of mi ::Ir ant s t o t 1: e J os Pl a te?a.11 i nc~ceaseci c,-re&.t1y iu the 

;:;.:::ck i n({ to 8S8,ct:£) 2 I s l amizat i.cn . I:2.ter in the cen.tury , the j i had he.d 

s. nore di:.:-ect mil i tar;/ i m:p2J~t on t :"' e pl~teau as :he emi rates c -:Tn s olidc1,t e d 

It would howev ce1.' rJe "- r~,i stake t o a t Lri bu t e on l y t o the 

o·'i the !Jlat eau •. .~ach e t:ln ic ~,To~.lp , es.c:: se-ttl em2n.t , and a t ti :11e s e a ch 

o.,_" fiss5.on a.r1d fu :=.;i on 1:ie:r; t o :~. uncea s_·_n,s-ly i .nto -~h e nine t een t}1 ce'..l tury 

',:1hree t rends become cl,:; :::.r i.n t hce n i ne t eenth century :,,ncl will be 

s ·. ::essed beloH . The first i s t he stse.d.J mi .3Tation on to the pl a t eo.u 

ind,Jced by the e f fects o f t!1e ~jihad a ::- o t her c :n1s e s . 1J..1hi s ltas fol lowed 

-~":ronoloc::ica l l y by t he di r ect t}:r e3.t to the :pl a te 3.u by t"',e jihad whi ch 

- 1.h-2 thi :::d an,J. fi nal trend i s t ~:e one of 
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t l;.-~::ie s . Both types of rea c t i o:-1 l:2~e 1,1ide s pr0aci i n t h e n e w socio- p oli tic 2..l 

;:; i. tutttion s t 1·~~ t arose . 

1 a.r'd h runl e ts . 

:_ir.;t.'.:!.l1lished in the i r p:r-esent Clomai~1.s a nd wer e not imrnediate1;r a~f'ectecl 

r'. ,:;;:,. tu r y joined. t h em a nd. inc1:e ?s ':::d bo th t. :ie ter ri t o ry pnd po!_Y:J.::?.tion 

I .. 1Tor 2.n eJc:,12..nation of he·: t :'. e3 ,..,; zourc:0s 1·:e.r\? .:i, s ;__:;e2s ed s -~ r~ 
Criti q{rn of 0:'.' '· 1 : ,81-r ~; es ~""'d '\.:, "O e , ,di:c J I. pp . 392- 1137 . 



oci '-;ins are r a t her obsu:r.e but th,"?.Y a:n 1.:- ?;..:r t o '1c:..ve b :;P.n o;--1 tlv-: :91.:-.1.tca.u 

2_n:~_ later the Ga.nat·n.lri took over t ~~eir res 'e c..;t i. ve areas leaving 

isnla ted pocke t s of Afusa:!:'e . 1 r.rr-1e r·efore , t r .e 1\.fu ~;are wil l bs e::::JJai ned 

f:,.t st . 

~~ -£'ns2.re fl ed fT07":l t C1e a rea ·.-:h i ch the Ch"3.1.vai no1,,r inhabi t because of raids 

1 . It is difficult to asr~e ;_·,;3 \.·!l-H:?ther the Af u s a.~e were on th? pl:-1te2...11 
before the Birom or ~-;ere a n i n t -;:--0. s i ve c1ement -tha t .--rr:cived 
l ater . }?or e xai.u:_)l ,~ , the villa~}J of Gn~_: l" i s ) .. fu.s? .. :ce a1.1d i s 
surro,.mded by :Siror;; v::;_ll2.3e s . Its t;"OD':? '1.logi ca1 l.i.s ts are 
severely attenuate d . The Afu3::-1.re vill,?.c;es of Shen , Ka1.d.H.s 
and Kw:11< 1:ri are on t !'~ e T~.i :.r.:·orr1 frontiers ( sr::: e .fi r;ure J) and c an 
recori.n t their E:i s·r::Jtions of i)'\~ ninete enth c1:-J:ntu:r.y~ ir•rru. s 
Gnar may be a. sin {;'l c, c :;.se o f 2. ·ve~cy e::irly villac E:-: su::-:ro1.:ind.ed 
by t }:e l3i :co r:1 e.:r.·rivc!J :-; OT' e. J. 3, ter rni [Tt.l!"l t g:r-oup t f' .. ;.1.. t f 'l (:!Ct wi th 
t h e o t hc~:r J:..fus.3.re vi l J.:::-:.ges rnent.~ o n2d 2.2,ove a.n cl. intrn:·lr;d f2.r 
into t.½ ,:;- 3ii~o ra are o.. 1?o.-r pol:L ~ic,:1.l :c e~.~·-; o :;:-:; , vi 2,- a- vi.s t :-~ 2 
B.i -com p:rese:1 c " , the}- co~.,: 81:~.i r:1 2~ 1 -} 2. t t 1:- -.?: :~ ~ }l av e 2.l Hay :·-. b r:>c ~:. there . 
1-Io\•.1:- ,Ver t "~e •:lf:Li _:~:h t oJ' e v:i. cie:'l. c e ~:n g:; e st t ~;.2. t t h e Iri {;...-10 .. - /.fusr::ire 
,..-,erP on t~1e :pl .?..t e.1.1.1. "he.f.'o -c·e t:'7 e Bi ~::·orn . ~~h e :13irom scd.i0y1t seer:1s 
to h2,ve sepax2. t ed the rr1a. "i. -n J..fn::2 .. r<.:.: f~-r·oup frorr, t :'"' e :-:- c<J 2 .. t ed I ri :31.ve . 



Some~ of ti1e i nhs,"-Ji t ~rt1ts o .f :S-bbu! ... ar:r. .Lved 

., 
-i.fus :1:::- e v _:._ J_l~.;·2 - () -' . Iri. s,, .. ,;e ori ~;-in . J 

it s 0 1:rD ·wi t h t~1c }3irorn 

;JJ'l'. .\dull'l.1' So!1;~·, G110 2 (:,,i_' ~-,,w ;i2 , 1:-;/1/7 3 , I , p . 21. 

I hic: . 

It .is intr~r e::::tin:_~· t o no te -Ch-:J.t Gn..~,:r -\ril l age ha.f; tt.lso c l ;:. i m0d t hat 
t : ,r~y p 2.ssGd t ":rcough ~f: i:/ orn on t}~eir \•:ay f:ron So}co-t.o . •~1h ·is 
~e:ch8._·)s ta he(i.ge t l1e i :-:- ' n c:::t>i.e:-c-n r o.r .i g i n with a 3.i:r-c.v: o rj_ t:i n 
a s Hel l .. J :?r: Adul.1 9.h Se>L ··, f'rHO!","l of K<'?.j)h1i~: , 15/1/73 , I , ~~ -- 83. 
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-they fl ed ;_..;estwa:rds . 1 r~1iley -to o!c s':-Jelter· i ~ a rock kno l l c a lled 

.l'1 },1,2.l l . Also , due to thej_ r trade cor-,:nec tioc1s with U1e pl")_i :lS , th0y 

':'"re able to C'J.rry on a li v cly trade i n large hor ses w.i th Zong-on Ko.tab . 

:;:~ven t:1is numeri cal s uperiority an2. the obvious adv antages t .hat l a r ge 

! . lrf '~~Li_n go I\:_:.•10, ?:i ,5we seG-t iot:. , 27/L;/73, IV, ! ) • 27 . 
K2..je fou;;·ht wi.th ;,\J.l.2.ni in rei : ·,· Df -~bciu J :-~G1' i:n (1 831,- lr6) 

I:.Tni r of Z:::.ri2. 2.~d flc :-·: ·::-•:---~>.-,-:._.r -~~:; .. ~L1h0:,.- A.!7ain fou. :--:-l".t ~2.Tia 
i :'1 t_!1e ti me of i:'r:d.r J-t,,_,_.~~n?...r:. 3-:i.::-' i ("1.S t1.6--1 860) il7o P.f tcJr the 
!)1J_n i t ·i.ve pi,trc l to l 6. t:---:e \ :.g.:1;; to fo llo·:·J ,:=:crikin J er:ft.::t i n 
fu·\u:r:·e . l1JA\ , s~:::) 17/8 K. 2925 . 1 /1.1thTO ] Ol O[.;°i r.:;::i,l .. ~oti;S o n 
Ke.j e ·11~ci b e ' • 
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~•,~'.1 t the 9l a-L22,1_1_ 2 peor1l ,9 :0::-0~:e::i.e r! ..... ,-0 3:L·.:·om on t h e pla t eau . ~)eTh P.!)S 

t:~r; Ka 5·01:·o who cle.im a ~-1 2..te~--..:: o :c-i _;-:·in3 ancl spcaJ: a p l ri:t erru. 2 J. :1 n .~_\l E'. ~;·e 

off 
f 7 ed. wes twards Lt;~e pl ate2.u tc "~:'t~i:.::- ~yr:--~s E:~n t site 2.s a r esul t o f -Lhe 

t ·e a:cri.va l of ·the ' .Birorn 1 rri i :rr-a:r.L t s from t he north , who set ... led i n Liu, 

,· :--o u :: s .fron the north ar.d s01.:.t·· ::r:__1s t no·,,, be l ooke d at in d-::-t2.il . 

1 32.n~::-.ree , ~.}a.1 ter , H. , ' :)e :..'.0 :-1·\ Y.~/ I'.ar-.. ci.a{_=;c~ ;JJ.: cl :p:,,:•:i.ba1 S.'J l ~ds :::-i t y 
i n I :ri{?,",•TE·, l·,l i ;.~-e~~~j_a t. ))•_:·0-::?::- r. :::.~1,.j_ a t t l-~e ..:\r:1r:~cicr.n 1'.J:.t:'1·:_~orolo '.-~;i c;_l ]_ 
Associn.tion .il.11.nu2:..l Le:: -t)_ (<-3 ;?~t Sc~n :Di e :.>;·o , Ca.l i f o·.r.:·ni s , i n 
Ncivenbi?r , 1970 n . i .3 . 

Hc: £:-)k , C . K . 1 Kat ab a:Kl ~"1I> :::.-~r j:e .i::;h·bours ' Jou :rnttl of t>(~ .-\f_,.., ican 
Sos)S .:tY: (:I:.~ ) , 27 ana 28 , 15)2i-l , :n . -JOS . 
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c i ,~;ht eenth centu:r;y , 1792-1 8 19 + 2< . ' .; yel f.tad c,:crived in Riyom by 

') 

v~i ~J t the:~ 1~\:itbo::; ~~ we.re A.lso l:i. ··vi n ;• ·1·:i -:>; t~1e Gar1aHur-i at t::lat t i me . '·· 

~-1he sto r ,y is to ld of Ds.j i l~E i_ p~·:15 h is .follo,-:ers who f led f ron 
B2nz:1 i a .'1d t r) o~-: re_r·-u. ·2 1- i"i ~(l ':U_·:.u . ?:ere :-~e v:P.S ].Yrc tr~ct r..; d and 
after his pur suers , :i1er1gai. , h::1.d r econc.iled. themsel v ,:.:: s to r.Pur u 
p:cot~;ct5.n:s h ir:1 , t:e r•·:-~_v e: t:-,_e c :"'_ i?.?f cf 'T'u.~·u a ho~::-se . ·'.:hit-: I.'1'..~r 
allude to t f.,_ e 5en(:;a.i c onqu-2st of 11.11.·u by the moun t ed 3 i :ro~ 
over the unno•J. :1 -t:·:d. n5_ n6 i ,~·c:-~~ ::s . 11 I :ci :~rwe , 1.-:hen the.J l r-:> f t Fotur , 
said they had fei·l ho rses r:~_r1d ~h·?y would be co n t empo ·.c·.a .. :c,y \-Jith 
t t"' e l(c,,je o f rl\J:':11 2.n:-i o f t ·-~:. e s2:~1e l a..ng1ia.i'2 gr ou"9 . J ~_?"r_) !)am 
Daliyo,, . 'i'u:ru , 29 / 8/73 , EI , :p . 11 7-1 18 . --

,,. r:i1a ( south) :-ross is a s2c tion of ~-Toss , -to2;et.:1er '11i tl1 ~-la (no:c-th) 
Fos s a.nd I~wago . I t c(c:e a . .'.'..'te:2 the l atter t1,-10 .3n.d Sj)C?,'3..1: c."") o .f 
he,ving settled to;;e th·2r wi t:l. -: t.e Gu:~1 a.~1\rixri . rCaho:1s :-! n.~1 G2.na-1:n..1ri 
are relat ed by marrJ.2.r;e obl i r;:.::ttions , i. e . A T2J1oss man cou ld 
marry a Ga:1.a \,.rt.1:ri nan ' r1 ui:\= :I..:' ":1e U. ie d. . J J?P 1:PahoS3 1/2/73 , 
I II , :p . 222 , 2,:1d ;!P}) fu:ru JO/R/7.3 , I II, 1J . 12? . G0::r2.l d :Jert houd 
27.so f eel s tl":te c-;2~ne:1,_•nri 1 . .,_.e,l topether .. ;ith }loss a s wel l 3.S 
Gye l and .:i .. t aka . ' I]s ?.ff ~:::c~1"t d ' aut~--e p3,rt ~-u ' il s s e t ·rouvai.0nt 
1 2. en com:9a.z;11ie d.es ::i·;_·r.'orn ci.e -03 , de G:Ie l et des .,\t ::-~.1'..:a '. 
See l1erthouci. , G2r2J.cl , Les -~;?_na·1·TLi.ri d1J. >i.i. q;·e-ria~ 1969, :P • 17 . 



·.G- 137 3 , ? seve:i !:ilam>? trr: .s S(Y J. ~h .)f.' 13LL1..cu:ru . ·-

t'-1.ei:c chi.l cl"~en .. J 

1.·-.. ~.s war occu:r.ced in 1792-1 819 _±. 26, about the sa:Jh3 time as :;•.-1on:;· 

1 . Smith, T-I . G. Govern1T, 2~t i~!. Z?~z2:au , 1960 , :D • 111.1 . Usur-t?.l! in 
che.rge of Jema. ' oD D,.l'O l 'o fr or:, 1G10 to c . 1823 c ;:ixri.d on tl-,e 
jihad a:nj r ••• t he ;:;y-u , an-:":. rrost of the J·Tuni,-nuna , Kc\:-21:.2 ~ i 'io --coa 
and K2jj i ( Ka je) p eo·.~1c we :c-e c onrtue red durin~~- h is r.ei~;·:1 1 • 
See ~Cr emearne , en . r.i. t ._, 0 . 67 . 

2 . '..0a.w221 1-:ho t ollower:. 2. s i 7 :i_l ':"t:c route to t he o·~hor J3en:__;.-ai :c1i ETP.nts 
may h2:ve s :::-,ent so:1e t ~_:-::e i n J(_'.vott ; '.':O"dev e::-- t'-7.c ev·i.d e~ce i.s 
i n:-:u f .fi c i ?.:- nt to wa.r ::c ·: SiJ_ch a ;:1tateme:'._1 t . .-f;h e,y a.r.:c :. ~, 95 i ~: 
th,2ir :~res c-?~ .. t si t ~ 2.~- 0 - .·t t.l:e s2r•1 P t-im<? as J)u , 179?.-1 J1 )1 2: 26 , 
aP+ 0 r conrln ,. .. -Prr),..., t:. ,.) "O"'f'-- ·i1~1'"·y ·- cl ~ ·ne::1 t~ '.?, t t~ ·-.,_-: i ··~ o .-~i •···i nal 
~o ... rr0.1e,'.. ... ·, ' - .. .' .i J.. . . •. " ,TJ·;-_:_..:: .:;; ~,.~--'.·,'-.·-' ~'. , 1"'1,·,·>(;,). ,./7 _3.c,,. .,.. --
J & was in ZQri ~ .. _ ._ II, n. 103 . 

-, · 93 . 
.3 . ~lE I( i.yo f'.l , 31/1/73 , I , .. 1~5 - rL1h i. s is likely a J. 3,t t sr- c.v:,y 

inte rp:r.-et:i:t .i.on ··,:;0 consoJ.i ci.':°'.:~.0 the :1r2sent Y;e-r1 :.:;ai -~J:01::) ' s 
au thoTi ty . 

}, • T!'1e J r~k ,,::1 s s o .-~no~-1 r:o 2~1] -:-1 i :,:-0r:1 vi l l-'l :}7A S a nd h e 1-.1 .c;.s er t:r--.: s·~:.-:, ;1 b;y the 
chI.9.E" o-!: t:·:c:; vi]l3 r;~ \ ; j _t;1 c?·~-.r~•:i. ;::_:· out t l1e t :r:- 0-d e i n 1~ · ~~·:.::i.. "i:es , 
ho ·:-:.-~r:s 2~D r.i. s -<Lt . J}\: .. Ta J attl·:w,::)n o:~· ? i;1-ro!~ , 7/ 19 / 7 .J , :: , .-- ~ 2?.7 . 



Y~ver1i ant acce:'3s to farml and. . By the fild.dle of t.he n.i:;-1eteen tl1 c entu~cy , 

1.i.1:1 ~T.e mus t h;.ve be en sone liriJ: -t:'-12:·ou ,:): n a:erio t/? De tHecn t~~e old 
an d tr:c -r:..r::u orde:r. for ·-: uccos 3i on ·to h a.ve ~)assed so s :aootf1 1.v·. 
1l1h0:r.c i. ~; ~- so:-1.t ·i.nual ,.12-c·b?.l b:-ittl2 still :._;oini~· on in rti::,on 
ove r ;_.;ho t ½e chief sl:.01-11 -:.?. 80 '11.~ t~1 each side c~llint:7 t !"lc ot~1-;r 
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1 =eiD:.o.r;c,·) . 

:, :_1;,.-:=:- s . ·rhey ,,;il l henceforth h2 Tef9~c r:-e c: to 2.s t h 0 1-.orthern 3 iror.1. 

? 
~i y om ori ~-;i"c 9 .. :c1d _;c he r efore ' o~ ..... ~-H?l·s c f' t~e sc i l ' . •- It woul ci al st) 

·;~::"Duni ti e s ( .i. n c ludine· Zawan) ir1 th0 f 2.,c e of El. comr:10 ·.-1 eneny . ~-~o?l e of 

· _,_;.-G:" the exception of Zabutt . J.·r', ey ei t'ricr performed th(~_i.::.:- r i tn~.ls 
-, 

_.:•c1.?elves as i n Du cu1d Zav:an_.., ur we:-1-t to Zabutt to c arry t he ·, 01J. t 

l ink b inc1ing- t r.e nor t h- ea.stern _; irom c:-:-ou,,1 to the rel:i ,1ious cent::'e of Riyom. 

Agai n , in order to :SJr esent µ~ compl e te picture of t he Ben.;·2.i Ri ;:om 

o f the nin2teen ·Gh centu::cy- h.a d sGttl ed in Langyel . Gyel f oun ~.: t h i s area. 

1 . J:?F Rim 30/ 1/73, I, p . 177 . :L::.'. ?orw. ;ol 22/1/73, I , p . 103 . 
') J :PP Pam Tii n , G-1:tOPl of Be.::. , 2s/1 /73 , I , ]_) .. 129 . Gwcm Za":ut t 

mus t be J)reo · n t 1.,Jh S·rl'?V. :r· !"} ·:1 ::: 1:.1 i~3 ;z·:i. vr:J r:-. t ~tP. -tr .-:: ~ 1:i. :·<•-78 
of his s ,:?.cred offi ce - ·:': 1; s·t:-: ~--_-., ·c:ie S) C .-:i:-.., anil. t:1-:e ·.-:in e 
calabash . J E ' Pornwl , '/?/:/73 , I , p . 10_3 . 

) . AJtt :ouc:;:l my woE.<.: did not :-:-·?V•~~,l a I),_~ or Z~t:;an t r ibute ta 11'0::-n~: , 
Stobn.·rt SJ)(""'aks of I du (Ju) , ,_._._o :-i::1~1; ( '"1,awAn) .~.rcid Sher-... ~:> :.:r~ ;J i ·11;::;: 
t '::e head of a. c oori k i ll to :::i,,rfr:i n iorurn ' ... a:3 'l. t rike:1 o f 
thP. j r j_n de b-teclne ::-;:; to h i ~ fr,-,... 2.l l 0 1,.._rin .c_: ·~l1~?r: t c, settl i:-: t >_ ,..: ·:--C? '. 

L.0
1t~_,'.,,u~~~,_:,'1·_:,_ro(·_~1_ 12_-J:,~9e~, ,·~! 9~_,1·~---~_:,,,•.·"'· 30• -_." ;~_,,_i_,~:_-,•1 . .... _ 1~~-- t o b 3r.t , J~::.~c;_swe:1t !{e ·1o~~-~. 

d . .:..· " . .. " _ "' ::J.i:::·t:::-.~ct ,. t..!.?.x•:: ::,: tt·-· 1.1i•_:- .t_ .:~ i.on . 
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e Shen connection . Eenaceo. fro: L -:::s2 sic:es G:rel found a. welcorrte 

::; eg.c1ent ed o ff' u.nd stiJ.l u~i ci. ·r:oli t ic;2.l 2,r1 d. :c·el.iz;ious ho .. 1.s..ge t o 

~""""•- · ... ---... --~ --""·""-"""""'_...., _______ ______ 
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-·2s on t 1:ie J os '?Jateau du·>'i . ,.-· the 1, i noteent h c ·-,ntu .ry contain too 
fully 

;.P-- ; ,p :"~-a~:s to b e L re·.•ra:rdj_ng . 

:~ of t:'le nineteenth centu:c 



~- -lvasion atte::-1:9 Cs by the ,j i ha di sts , ·i.,,.:e res:is t6.nce:: they m,-:: t . ctt!U. the 

inv~sion of 1902 shoul d he l p to e3t-,bl i s!1 historical all i ~nces A~d 

P t\•.ro emi.i·a.tes were to har:13s both tl--'_e ea.ste:rr, anc"i v.reste:cl"l a.l)Tf:coaches 

}<'or s!::·:~~i~~~ r::::e y ~:e 3 !~~~~:, ,t~:,,,~,~\:,e?~~;, 1 f):'or B~uc:-,i , 
thc.:~-.;is for Ahoe,d:u JeJlo ·~-· : ;i_-,,;:·?:c :; i-L_:r , Z:u:·5_o. , 1975 . ~,ri g·. 5 i n the 
b ...-1 -::k cov er pocl-:et sho 1do t ·~:e 0.ffeet t~e jih.nd l~e.d. o~-: t~·:n .Jo s 
Pl ~,teau . 
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:.-,: t t l er.; ,2nts to fl ee to t h e r e l :1 ti ve s 2 fe Ly of t he p l 2.tE)c.u . 

', i r 0n -? . .nd ·Ter i a ( Nchara) . Alt:'" ou 3'h t:-2.is i s d1..1.b ious , it does s hoH ·tha t 
) , 

t o the s out h . 

1 .. :T?P, Gon i Bc>.ler i, Se.iv;_-:a. , 21/7/73 , IV , D. 121. 

All thc aJove gron.1 is :-: '):::e d. r:.:-e 1 ~nr~112<·:,e corrt1~,t es fr.::,::: ~~-1 ?.teau 
l b . 3 f r om \·1l1i ch t.hr~ Gu~e , Zu:..--:-a::1a and Kahugu a l s o c or;-ie . 
rrhe Ji.rJo c..re in t :"e ::..;8.: .12 m:.: .; o:-c- d ivision but i n SJ.b- cliv·i.s_i.on 
Pl a teau 10 . 2 \-!h .L le o:·i t!:.e w2s t ern r.3 ide of t Lese hill s ~lr e 
t he Cha\·!?. i and :Piti o~ :::::1 2:ts'."1_:.;. 1·J . 1. See 1:JilifJJnS~);'.1 , . en~ . __ 8i.t . 1_) . 19. 

3. :L'!1'?. Buji 29/7/73, IV , n . 167 . 
1 . ~q.PP J amaka J o :~~·oJ. , J3uji, !/8/ 73, T"f , 203 . ;:o f ur t her: dei:1. i l s 

couJ. d b8 ojt ~:.i ned on~:· j_s ~o~ic bu t iron- ~akir1~ o f ~ f~i r·ly 
d i s ti nc t i<.~e t .)'~)8 H as •.,-1 ,1° ~:, -~,,---,9•~ on t he ·!)12. t ~~au. and is of 
consi d;;~ra.:)l e e.n ti qui t y . 1~:.-'.. ~·e l c. :)~2.ckh ~:Ui: , p 2:r~3onaJ. co:·1 .. uni c a.t ion, 
Jos iim;e1.ir" , J o :; , 2Lr/ ; 1 /73 . 
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-~- :_oowe~- s::1a:-ci n g syst,::ra cou ld not br: devi sed , c on sequently a.}_J. 1-?:f:' t 

1:i'he vi l l a ; ·:.? o:f Sanrsa h c,d , Os· ·c:Je 1320 ' s, co r.1e u nder di::-ec·t _oressure 

'-: i1ome tres f ~t>orn :8R,U8hi enr ir::i:G (~ ?,nd li \ri. n~,' i n a mountainous -2.:-ea. , t h ey 

·,;:,re not unaffected by t h f) ,i i h:o.i . ..\.11 .adni t 1i ey i m~· to Lere - a to wn 

·,.; i_th i n Zaria emira te - et tri b1i -~ e v:hic1:l 0.io1.1ld n_p_penr to have ~")e~)i.1 J.l.~..§:· 3 

Only Gusu clai m to h ave resist26. t'1e R 01.u sa. , fi r:h t.i.ng them at G;1::!o , 

0ix kilometres e3.s t of Sang-a . ·.1het'::.e r thi s was en act of re·:::el1ion or 

-:.~_rt of the i n i ti::;:.l conqu t~st 1)~..-- t he j ihadists i s not knoun f ,J r Gu3u 

J E ) J ei'e 23/7/73, IV, p . 136 . 

? J?i' :3u,i i, ?.9/7/73, IV , 9 . 1 '(1 . 

3. ]i..7.;;..Y2.: :L s a T;?yne:1-t n2.rlc i n c :_~_ sh o :_• }:ind by a non- Iiu :::l :~ ;;; i ~1 !:11 :-:, lim 
t erri to~,- be i n -:; :p:rotGcted by a ~-[uslim !)0':1 e r . r.Cho:::.~e ·,/·o p :i;f 
j~z..1:c::1. c.Te cl::1 i r:-t"l i. pGry~,l e . 
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. ? 
,·o:--1 sequent on .1_;-,.._..0,.1.bla ove-r his ::.t"tl0 . .... "::ere he set t 1e0. Hith the c hief 

J PP Cusu, ? 1/7/73, IV, ·, . 111 . S,.:e chi ,c,<-t ,,jncy wa.s he l d b~, t l-] e 
- --th:-- ee ser;t i n?1s irt tu: ..... n , t:nr~ Gu'-JU 1 Li r.i.o:ro -?.7"~d ~:: ::.n :~·e. -; >):-:.!1~---.'.J, ' s 

cl ni r:: ,-:.')~s :::.-:-er:14, t u :;:-e. 

~ 1':)j{ Z:1::- 7- :::i, _/:r.·o·vinc i a l P:-?.~ne::.-s ( ~:>;1::C'_;-1 .cof) 1020 , !)rH1a:::o.n ci. , EttY , 
_i\ss es 0r.1en t 11e ~) o:.c-t on Le r.e "Ji •'3t1:·.ic t 1929 . 

f 

1T .. ' 
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Yakubu, 

~. te to Le:··:; e1 =:.~~-,_ af t er ir::re ;-.r:;_s t :::.·2.ns fe::.-J:·r:::cl to Z,:_iria . _; 

the Jere Ui d. clai:J a l ink 1-;ith the I\ll?.ni in that tr-,ey S'.Jl tl ~laus :: vlhon-:. 

JI'[ J3uji, 29/7/73 , I'l , p . 171- 172. 
y _t~: TI2.UI).'l-:'Of K. 6}116 . 

:~~me.2,re J)i ~,tri c t, 
(>:.•: - · -.. , I'"'.n.j o r: l .i . 1."'" . , 

}} :li y•:::,_-t",,·-, 1928 . 
r;~are.ncie. ir !)~fta.ns!t 2.Ji.d Ti '--? :·1et:cat 2cl P.S far ~_J ... s i~::1.x:i.;p.tt(.~, f !:--or-1 1:J2 te:~r: he \-.12.s 
driven beck . :-Jav.chi -tT'?(l.i_ tior.s r _~ tt:r.5.bute "L-hr:? conriu ~:; t o ::: J ::_ce on 
t~e 8e.s t•:.>::-:-:1 bo:r:-der of -~~~_-:--i2 to Y2.k :: } 'J T.!.. ••i '"''"' fri1r·;r1~ +i-,; (" ':l (:tion 
t ~-::_3_t h·~ 21~~0 s:.-Te·nt i:r:-0·:<~1 ~io.n ,q'2- . s;{t,:;~-0 0 .... :··-~i~.: ;-<1.·' 

Srni th , on . c5.-t . , !) • 1Li1 . 

_JP?. Je~0 e , ?.J/7 i73 , IV , :~. 1 ?, 7; 3?!-' D::n~r:J.ya Ahcd. , J ,;-,:·e , ?;-)_17/73 , IV , 
T>· 11-~s.. :rt.is cl2.t ~~ \·.'OUJ. s ~1.v e 7~iJ_ t him in c~--1.,~'.r.,·~·c of ~Ter~ ':; 2-fo '•e t hoy 
left :V: :·.12x1 -:~on. Yaya :1.nd :i: · :Lot v•? r.·,y 2·c l ia.bl e .. In -:1~e lJ,:re vi .L ·1 ~-ce 
mecti:c ,~·~- I rnentio .n>2ci }1i:~ r ::; e , ~,;t-.icl: I he.cl. obte.:i.r18d .f:tY)r'.': 1):=tr\0 ..- :=:.ya 
1Lhai, to t'-"e elders 2r16 tc1~?J , a?-te~ some ob j Gctions .fro:·1 a 1.',:w, 
denied j_1.e.1.: .i n r_; he2.Tri of h i ::~.. ~1h is i s :ross jb}y du.e t o J er:~' s ·.\·ish 
t o J.'e:7!ain i::.'!.dependent tif outsid-:-:· c:1.uL'::.0 :-::·it~r or sir~_rJJ.y 1::atte:·: of 
not T.\?in2r~b2r i n,'.;· for ev (~n ])9,n:y-2.ya J\hg.i coul d. r c~c:~ll o:-1ly t~~o ;: .:=l.me 
2x1d noth:i.n:; a1)out the: ::1.?.t1.. 
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~~ h.e mover;1e~t of t he Anae;-u t~. t <) th-? ~la.teau wos ci.lso di r: e ;-::tly connected 

'· · ~. 11 :?a1;chi ' s .:;,c ti vi ti es . .-'\ t sorn2 poin.t i n t he nin8t r.:? er1th century , qui tc 

··>:oJ~ clen i tse1f broke off fTo !J: ? 5_:J .i.. n -:1 ;,ncl sett.led i n t :1c hills nGar 

,TT?:P .:'~f:\m;:-1 r2.r<vi=? }3o:rno , J e::·e 1 3 / 7 /7 .J , I '/ . :n . '/ ,3. 
JP[ 3u.j i, 29/7/7.3 , TV, D . 1''/; . ~31..J.ji cl a in J,._nr-i~u t a as ' p l :.~yr:v~" t ,~ s ' P..r1d 

SJ)e,3}: oi' t he j_r fe. t ·--e:!' s f-:.. S ":)ro-:-.~_-_:-: .. s w~i:Lle (;'.J_:r-rur:1 ,,rho e t~ 10. o n .ico 

l!n2,::::;u i:. :~. c 2.J. l ?(} .£: .. .nu ':J3. r 1 .. ~ . 

p . H35. 

s·~:::te~ f:J.-:~t J. y t ~,e t t hey ~1ave 7Y:-:o: <~ f-) 
tT?~ S,s.1.;re Kues ,,:._;,.:. , Gur r:---u.c , 28/7 /7 3, 

in 
IV , 



o~s were driven bact ·to Toro . 

1 . Of -c---0 fi--:.re cl~:n.t;, Ana-D~Y·~, .:~n.~10~10 , ~'..:.curi ,:;: i~~ ,;_ , 1\.ndu ~\·!OY:.E P •• I1d 
1\ndugvohon t he t h i rd ::.' · - fou ·::-t !1 P::e t D.e of.fshoo t s: oT t.:~'7 £' .i. rs t 
and scco;:1d r ,~~3[iec ti v(;; J · .,,fr1i l.e t~ :o .:iftl , -:: -.1(1.s n et 1 .. ;~1 .i..J. n t>:; ... y 1 .. i ,2-re 

g:r c1.zj_n:--; t}-:cir c s,ttl e . ( ··_~J. i te 
J1\E !i}1dnc•,-.;ohom c l .e .. n, /-.ne.-~_:,;_ t ;: ., 

:·)o:: -'. i ·o 1_,,-, =_;,;"' iLf.°'u 2 .: .:r·e 
12.1"//73, I I , -:-, . 1J . 

hy Ab·lu , 1:.T2.ziri - :--1 -· ,u i--:t·· ·· -::s•:T ::l-; ·.-:!·.-o '1 .r::.~, :·1T~:1-·.:·,,._t ::.-t ~:··J:2 ":J2. ttle 
c,nci_ Dives t h e d :;_tc '1.S 1 :..rr 3. 
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·_,-c h.ad captured Fv.sa 2..nd oth,_; r .Af\1.s~e t o·.-:ns . ~Che~ _i_ n o:cd e :r 

') 

J?JJ Gur.,·c1.n:, 28/7/73, J:V, o . 153. 
-.~'1-1.i.s i s not t o ss.,y t~1e;/ ;_:_.:·e co;.~_1 ~L~1 t (:~ly l:3.:Lro:·1i ::)ed e".t en :0cJH . 

) .. fu::_~,-:;.re r olig io1..1_s :r.i t ':•s 2,re still folJ.o·,,:sd i rt Vi2J. i .ng;?~, 
2,n Lf1.1_;J:~.-cc settle:,12n t , c:i rc1: :.1c i . ;; ion ce:r ,3-:1onies are cqt rnon 
l.-l1 .ir.h t 11e 2j i-ro:-1 do not r;:J_::::r::r o:.~ t a r::.d. t :l f-: .··~tus2.r :~ re fn.se to 
eat ho ::·se 0r don}(e \t , rr1c e. t ·,f '1 :L c'r; 2. numbe :t of j:i_rcrn d.o .. 
,JPP Shen 10/ 8/:'J , III, Jl • 1:3 1 . 
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,. co1·1ec'· ,..he '1· ,_.,....;bute 1 1"e1•e ..,0 _, ·-- I.I l., _ .1. .J. l.,..1,,-L. ' fiQ1 t :.!1G tbc ForvE c on.fec1G:ra cy i;1 -'c l-:e 

(_._fusar e) as early 2-s 1819-1 ~ -6 2.nd ·t~;e se skir mi shes continLL-:i up t o 

"e end of t he centur.1 . It v,ras o. generi:-~tion aft e r thir, ( 1246-1 37.3) 

- .• 2 
..!52.t~ Crll . Thus t he I•'ortmi- He i pang- D:..t ::-,J.liwce 

:·:~'.S not t hrea t e~ed :f'ur the r by t l1e Ee.us a. a lthough intermittent n c. .. r ~;iith 

:?u.<;2. continued . 

:51ar1 , Fo~1.un ' s ir1mcdie.te neis !1l)cur .!co the south , VTas also :"le.cine 

~-: ~;irr:il 2.r but l ess t hrec..t cn i n.g situc:.tior.. . 1'he u:n.moun-t ed f.-yew 11 2d bee:n 

1 . Be cause of' A:f't~sc:r e ' s l ocation , t :---~is tribute 1-.re:.s mos t li}:·:c:.y no::..---e 
t hc.2"2. t t.':!. t paid by .:\11c..cv·.ta . .t.112,gu. t a paid or1e Ew.le a'l)d o::~e f(:·:.1c.l e 
whom t hey s ecu r cd fro:: .ie;1e Biro:.1 by tre.de .. Once they r e: o..c!:ecl 
t he roc}:s hov:8ver , t he::- sto~"?ed !)<1ying , ce.u.sinc Bnuc:",i forces 
t o c ollect their d~1e b:;7 f'o:-:-ce . !!j:£ Anaguta 1·1/7/73, EI , p . l~. 

JP? Fcrt1_rn II, :p~ . 1-80 , .:2;~2I_! . 

3. /AK SlIT:' 7/10 Eo . 1778/1 909 , '1'm9l e , C. L. , H:istorv of Ce::·t2.in 
Emir ates Bauchi. Borgu..., __ e_j;_£ ., Vol. II. 

1;.. . ~1he religious ca.:p"ito.l of t l1 e Pye:: ,,7e.n Py em Gcji, eig..}it kiloue t2:·es 
east of C.indiri . Ho~·.reve r 1~·he:--i t he liau sa con9_ucred t~'!e c:u .. t:o. 
t l~e:/ ci"'eated a ch i ef (.?.it) in ~--ycm Geji '\".rh o t hen ~iGr:t o~ to 
Gindiri b e c 2: .. tse of .:::: conflict of authority ·:d.th t h e ::Yc-:~rJ s t-c:Dief 
Bwolbv1or.s~=- . The Rit ·c~il t uo his no·~·rer a.n.d t hereby C-i110.i rj ' s 
p or.'cr Jchrougl1 tr;..1.,d8\·,:j_ th l3o,u ~hi . ~Phe ritua l !)OY:er o:""' 
B•,70J.b:1~ di r:1 inish cd ::.s o.. r ,2 :; v.l -t. e:..nd. F a..s eve:-,_ fur·t}·:c :"' 1.;.21ticrs:i.ncd 
r1h0~ t he 3ritinh a.rr:b:- cd . 7:!iis conf l i ct o? r itual ::~cl ~Jolitico..l 
porrer b 8 CGi::e rticles9ret<l over tte orl ti~c plate a u o.:t't c r- "'..:;~ce 
Brit ish n~riv.:.:.l . Like th ':: ~fr:::..1.sn. b ef ore thcr:1 , t h.3 B:.:-:.J..:::L.s:1 
al.so 2.p~)cintc1d i ndigenous r:..gc: :"'!t .s Tihco t ho.~r c fllled c:1i e: .... s . 
See I.!c.cht:J:.go. on . c i t . , ~-:!-~ , 2..~"rl .':!J.E J?:/em V, .:2:-:.ssiE . 
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J :;.ttle protection from the const ,.~r:t d£.>"'.! r edc.t ion o:· t he Sur ~, O!:. t heir 

t o l:fen as they nere nore concerned r:ith being 2idd..l c nen in tr2.de , 

·c::-. .s s i ng on the cc.pti ves of the i ~1ter- ett'~ :::.ic ·;;o.rs of Ron , Biror.:! a.1.cl 

Bnuchi fcrces then c.tt er:1;:-"t ecl t o ez~e..r.:cl south of' the Pyeu ai:d 

·::-;r e they Y:ere defeat ed by tl1e ~Cil~nte<l Sura . Baucl:.:i. :forces then tool: 

.-:: c ore e astorJ.y course leai..r--i.r~c t l1c broc:.C. e:-:pe.nse that led to the int e~ior 

o:· t he J os :reeicn· or'l the pl~t ct!n 111:touch cd . :?urthor Hn.u cf'1i e:-:peditions 

~.,·.t er in the centUr"J - other th~.:n t ~ ose n e!:.tioned a.1: ove - dicl not 

--._;_: -:;cr:??t any raids int o t !1e south- ee.st 2e ction of the ple.tet1.1.1 . Thb 

~) :~uchi ex~edi t ion -of 1873 r,c..s ~he last clj_r ect externa l 2.ci:;ression 

~:~·-c1t t he peo:Pl es on th0: e a s tcr r: s:Lde of t h e plo.te2u met until t}1c 

·,i"::~is h arrived in 1902 . 

~o t[1e. rrest the er.iir ate of Zo..ria rrc..s o.ctive on a broad front 

c::tendine; from nort:~ to south Oil D. line ;,2..ralJ.cl to .,~he va rious 5ro u9 s 

', •:: c:-:.dc of tbe ninet e enth ccnt ux::/ t:r.d it ~7c..s on Lere 

It H 2.s t,1e Sura on their s,::2.lJ. :1l 2.t e2.u :i_:; on:ies riDO h2.ltcd t iw 
Be.uch i dri vo sout!--.rra rcl ' • •• c.n::.l co::1T)clle c1.. t he first D0-uchi 
Emir Yc..kubu to r c Jcur·n unsuccsssf ul to his ca:~Jital .' 
rreL1ple , Ol) • ci t . 



7!1e !trno , Jere and the I<\1s21.y-2:·1 s e ct ion of the Rukuba all st 2..te 

r,.:~~c r to t he attack by Yero , E;_1i r o:"' Z2.rio. ( ·J 890- 97) on the Fit:: ar:cl 

1·:'c::3ternr:1ost ,, ,oq2 2 villa[;es of t he 2u1'J.:.0a i n I u,,,. _ . Lere forces end sorn.e 

cf t he Hc..usa . Accoraing to ..:c:raclition he Vi"as r:ee~ring sooe kin(l of' 

"'"•r~·· 3 p:r·otec-'c:i.on r.rhicJ1 arrows coul d not per.e t~·e..t e , b ut it c :UJ..ght ... _ t.~ . 

S2sit D., 0 -:1 . (!it .. n . 82 . 
I~ .b.::,o , 22/ 9/ 73 , N , !) • Ff! . ·~·~·1e /-1.10 -::D::o:.:.r:: ~11 t he :)l2:tca1J 

Grou~)s int8rvicTicd c.~re ..:~he or:.~_y· o::!•JS to h.:.!.-_,-e nut f'iro or. t r1c i r 
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n 2r 2 y ea.c . 

,.-. ·:0113· moun ted mi li tary forc e u.neha.ll e~:.--;eci. on L! ~c platt:;.u. i n th0 

.?e~:'::;ona l :-.:o :.~! ::-:-1u ~·1ic;i,tio::1. ~,. ,, 5... !:-... ;: • .J . C:'°';:-J . i fo ::n~ , -_]c ·n.cn:t r1e:'l. t o f 
An t:-rr.rJ}O l o~~y , Uni ver si t .i of -:on ~r,;::,_l , ~· .unt.r-:_-:.,?J , C1n a ca 1-:bo 
i s n ow co-:1_·)lPti ::1t· 2.. 1~!1 - D. t<c~.; _i. s i :1 ri •·:t}·:ropol o~_y on t··.·:0. Pi t :i . 



,... 

a 
<:::~ e :.~oroa . T~:e e r.;ira.te of' Jer:2.. ' z. :12.C.. O:e1! est a-o1ish ed i n c . Sl --~' 

? 
Jcr::s ' a- r eacl;ccl. t :1is e scar?:.:~~-:..t 

., 
·~;: to t he hills _:.; GLw.: rr.n u--i 1 c. c.: .... 2--i·va.J. ne2:t i nc~easir:g don8.tld3 c :: 4~hc 

o:;J.y acqu.ired enouch farwlnnr:l t o s1.1.rvi"'.re but a lso a reput .s.:tior:. fo r 

~ - Sciortino , on . c:t~ . , st~~t 3::. tl1.:..-. t l ,~usa of J e::-i.n. ' o.. c orr:!)1etely c7Jr.t'e ;:?.tecl 
the Ka.5 0~--o 2.nd clestro:red their ci,..ops. 

) . ~1:_E}!a jing3ection , Gc.nD.:,-.- u~i , 2_"5/G/73, IV , ~1 . ;~51 . 

Pcrson~.tJ. Ct.Y:liJU.n icc .. t ~.on ,.-,i-t :1 Dr:. Gyc.J;.,·; , Ge.n~:.r:uri, 2lt-/S/7;:,, ;·::: o ~-~:.~\res 
ecolocic ~..:. l rea.son c f or ~:1a: . .ru1 .... i_ O,~corr.i:~:; ct: ... 1:n:-"LDo.Is i . 0 • .Jc ::c·:.· 
r.rer8 not e.11or,ed to fa1--::: 12..::cl so h::uJ. n o f ood . G-urn: r:.-'.:c-_·;..: i.~:: t !'::rt 
aoong t !;.c Birom , Gye 1, Du 011d i:u:.."'~: t'icr e .:il~ o c2r .. ni_~) c:. l:: • 3c! 0 Gi__u12:. , 
~~~r~l cl D. -:_

1 
Pa:,·r>l;s ~f ;he ?:J.r.t e;'J.U _ a~o-~ __ or ::ort.ho:-,n ._: ). •.'"": ' :·.-- ~.t:. 

1 ; 5.:> , r, . ,J·':- , _ oocno ce ,_ . 
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: J.1.r:: d Koj onc ju:Jt en.s t of t l-::) Cboko1)o l-1ills . He r e thc ,;r sta:red .:.1.ncl 

7 1; ..._,:.i not }:r,.orrn i7hethe r t he Cho;_-:oO o rie:r-e rc~- cong_ue~ed by Ler o ; s cne 

./1...liyu , .. \ b~b o.r- Ya.-;]n , ' T!1s C:~ "'~:j_l ·;,·::. r in 3at~ c!:i , c ~ 18-34- 2 ,' 
.e!~V:~L~ , 2 : 2, p~ . I 23- -~ S9 , .:?.='":~.~~)/} ; 1~/:-!S Z,·:r::::1rof 18~~0 , ,9_2_. __ s.L'~ . ; 
l.f~~-; S:? 1 '.J/2.i-3·1 , ~ . 1 ~? -U:-. ?it :: ~r ~:1-t :r-icl: ,. J . ~;, . J" . , }~ssc:ssr:1,.:!1:.1.; 
Ee=1 or-t on Ei nci Di:::t ::"ict , 02:.~chi Divisi Ol';. , Ce:'}t .rr!.J. Frov:ince-, 19 111 .. 

;:,\:;:: Zc.rnrof 1820 , OD . d. t . 
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t~: e o..17iount levi.ed for ~j_:iz~ t oo hig..½ . ~he:/ als o f eared t he Jer e "'.:>ut 

-Ch i~i area . lioreover i n the:lr nc--:r s (~tt l e:?ment t hey n er o aOle t o :f'oJ.lo~:i 

- c.1 ~sa people ,:;ere very fierce n c:-nd he ,;-;o..s 2.1r e&dy paying tr:L':Y .. lc c: t::::i 

.:s ::-c . The tin !)roduced 172.s nG-•./ c:r.~ tro..ded loco.J.ly but ur::..s us\.1 c.2.ly :":Gnt 

·I ' . !.EE Eurnma , i 9/7 /7 3 , IV , :? • 95 • 
? • Li rue - n- Dclmo. (place o:,., -L ln) i s f i \re kilor:1etrcs i~or-th o:.., 3c~:i:·c.. 

i n 811 a.re a uhe r e a nuE1b:; :- o:E' ti ~- -ocarinc s tr(}a:1S c0r:~.r::rc0 c.:-:d 
flo~,·r dorrn fr om the c ou1: ~::i..:i. n ::: . 
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out to Bauchi as tribute1 or for t rade . Bxpanding we stwards , the Hingi 

s:;:ij ected Lirue- !1- De l ma to a s e ries oi' a ttacks fo r cing t h e Ha:usa t o 

s1, ek refuge in 3adi kko , fifteen kilo::ie t res to the s outh- east . Here 

tte,v continued smelting in rel a tive s a f ety until the Ningithrea t 

u:;.ssed . 'l'hen they r e t ,.ir ned t o Lirue- n- Delma c . 1890 , 

The se tin se t tl ements wou l d a1.ip-2ar to have been industrial , 

e~ .:;aged in the -prosp.'c ~ t ing , pa"ln.i.n6·, ard product ion of tin , an d the 

:. ~tis a.ri ' s work of produ.~ing trade ob jects . It was tl'1e desire for 

Bo- Y' O 2 T t:1a t attrac t ed .::., , as well a s t he ;,upe , to r, eye settJ.ements . 3 

?:--ie neighbour i ns village o f S :111g2. s h0wed little i nterest in the tin 

,\i.-;ers , and a'1y tin prodi1 ced \HS never bough t by th em nor was a ny 

o ' ':ered to the m in th12 way o f trinkets o r o t he r obj ec t s . The I pag a..'1 s ' 

., .·~ r + t ~ k f t l C> " L! ~.vQ i ded Li rue-n-Df,l ma a nd neY .. 1 ~. ," o rn c.r . e " .1.,r ... . 

In t ernal Conflict axid P.d,j u str1e:rt 

Throughout the ninetee:1 t h c ent~1 ry , t h e threat from the forces 

m1le,whed by t he jihad intens:Lfied . However , t h is is not to cre3.te 

1. Tin s melters paid tribu te t o the 3 ariya in Bau chi who adr, inis t ,rred 
this are a . I t is o.1 so sa:i.d that a gate of t i n was made in 
Bauchi c . 1814- 15 , bd natura lly it was not strong enough. 
'l'h i s would s ugges t a "ubsta:itie.l produ c tion ani trade in the 
meta1. . Personal Com.nu 1ic a t i on w.i t h A. Y. Aliyu, Insti h,tc- of 
Ad.ministration , Zar.i.a , 1/1 1/73 . 

2 . In Borno, ' • . . t he priw:ipal med.ic?m of excha nge consists of J) i eces 
of a met'.3.l ~-,hich has some .resenbl q,nc e to t i n . t The abov-~ 
appeaTs in r eports s ,-.ti t be.c}: t o the Afri can 1\ssocia t.io :1 and 
ap Y1e ar .i. r~,?; in its pro scHd.i ngs of 1810, n. L.G . !lal l et , "Rob i_!~t 
~e..£<?.E.~-~C?.f the Af.r.1£.'.:';ll. Assrd .2.t.io ~1 1788-181.J., 196).:., p . 86, fn . 

!!Al<_'. Si'TP 9/286 3/1918 , .'2.:.1.~ .. .S:.tt • 
,:. it?. Goni Baleri, Sanga 21/7/7 3, IV., p . 122 . 



t,{;.c im:pression ' 1 .L 
-C!10..v 

Conflicts e.~o.se a.i">;.d incree.sod in f1"8 (2_uency espe Cially in the 

centrcl .!J3.l'·t of the J os ?latsw.: cs the nineteenth centur ,y Yror;:; er:. c:..l1C!. 

t: ~·1c evar- gr orring population .. \1 0 label t~·~e se conflicts as 1H.::.::-- ' is to 

~)e ril~ps shade rei;..litJ· to a muc!.1 harsher tone t han. it a.ct·11ally ·,· .. ·as . 

I.11 c.lmost all cases of civil .strife ·,7 i thin et~1nic groups , the ' :·::::.~ • 

·.:o~lld be carried out nith st:1.c~:s . 1 

YioJ.cnt encounters they rrould · __ .., e refe.r:-... ... ecl to the vj_JJ.t:.go ci1:iet c:.:J d 

Th:i.s c:.p::_1lie.r; r:;c~inl.Y to fa~:..1in~~ or fl<..1nt:Lne y,·ars, tho.t is, 0,·.;:~ s-:::.O~!S 
of viJ.lage ? rope:ct_y a~c.l rio~ ts, 1;.ot to t:1e stru5gle ti~!.-'c !~ J..Y 

arise Yrhcn one sectior: invc.des Q..Dot}-ior for r easons of 1:1Ilit~:.::.:,, 
e:,:yQnsion or ens l ave:II<:nt of' : 110 victiDc. . 
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t~ !e r esulting conf lict vto..s rnore likel:,r to S!)c.r~-:: a violence t!l r.rt rro:.1lcl 

c:oribe.t r.rith one 11rilla5e i nforL1ir:[; t h e othe r th2.t 2. ba tt1 e was to t e.~:c 

2 ~;}.a ee . In others i t l:ias a s:)or1.taneous c2.ll to arms 2.r:tsinc: fr o!i1 o.. 

It vtas t h is initicl mo-'cj:,..re tl'l.'lt someti:~u s 

~.;1i:. t:ii'ied t he ci cstru ct i on of sett1c-~2e nts c~1:_d forced p& o~0l es to Ti!.OV'C 

Ha.:tu.rally, t he Geocrc.yh~r o.f t he e .. r ca Du0t be consider ed rrI:en &~ 

o.~-- t he -'c:,r:pe of' l .:.1.ncl and the nu1-nbcr of ~1eo~le ti1a.t ~:.rere trying to 

02~ n ortI'..ern Biron areas , £~c count f or t~:;·snty ot t he t r.renty- :f'ive conf'licts 

t :: :::.t a re reme r1bered r .. dJ.ong t he Bir-ou over hunt ing richts. Hi ti.e occl::.rre C. 

:~::i :.:? orum, seven in B2~chit, .. o..nc1 ±'our i n Gc~shish . 11hese ar eas cJ.~~o Core 

Here it should be r!otecl ~;\:~ .:..: -'..:2':e ~1.u::--_i:)e r o: · clc:::_th s ~12.s vor2/ lo·:·r . 
~-.l1c fl c:.s l{e d ho·:: 1:-i.any ·~·:ere !::i.:1..:\.ecl i 1:fo:t·r.1c::.nts Yi onld r epl;/ ' r:1 .:!~1;-.r ' • 
If ·or E~s s u red for actu.c;, J nur:10ers t £1 e cld:)rs r:o ul<l. sa~,r ..,cno or t hree .. 

,T:p~, Rir.1 30/1/7?-, I , p . 83 . 
The f:~c:ht a.t 0:·1obo~;c b e t i-rcer: ,Tcr e ~nd ~~uj:!. c e:..:ie a.bout bcc.:-;;_Dn 

Buj i r.rets ' proud • e.21d i nc.~i_J.t2.1:c J..:o t J: c Jore . r:o f'ur ·~;l;cr r (:c.sor! 
i"iQ.S ,ci. VOD . rr_:l~ 'E o c1~1a ?a<lu ' ,.Tcre -J ,S/7 / 7 3 IV, p . 83 . 
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t:.1.c brunt of fore ign :::,c~et:ratio~ f' r or.i. :Sc.uc ~:~~- , :? ... on o.nd },:ongu:nc. . 

f"o od . 1 shortage 

·::::_dcs TJread c oll e ction of :inde'.Jendent v.1.1 12.ges nere , l :U:e t ~~e =~ i:ro:.: , 

:, • J 2 
UlSf'U GCS., nort he rn a re[;..s o:' 

~~:j_s [':.rea _w-:1. s h oav i l y r;ooc1ed ~~1:d t h e v.il]. nges r:i deJ.y dispe rsed ,2,~,3. so i,;2,s 

,::n1arc;ntJ.y nOle to produce sufficient f'o ocl for i 2cs inha.bita11ts ~7i"t!101.rt. 

J?? J.u}:ub(:t , n o.::is:1E1 . ?o~ 2. COr:!nl c .:~ c G:·:::::: 2.nc.t~'...Orl ut llulc :."':) ~: C..·w: c_J_ 
r2c.rriagc s:/ s-t-;; s ee : i'.uJJ_C)X' , ,Jc e.~.:-Slc.u.cJ,;:: c:..."'1d Sc..n{:;r er: ! 

O:\;~~f ~f c~::,~:~1:~1t~t~lir_;! :G(SJJ~r;;~~j r";, ;7 3, 
pp . 27-57. 
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·:r:1.t'.! one en other . 

·8 c :-Jentioned hs:ce in t De co!1t e::t o::· t!:. e: 5 ihad . ~r o push one cro v.~ 

=:1 :'::ls can be s ee n in t he case o:C t2:.e Lor oc. . ~hey -rre r e t hre0.tenecl 

• .L ..umir al,e 2.ncl fel l b2c1: 0:1 The inlw.bite.nt s of 

~:-:0L3 Kvrot t i n t u rn di s :1!crsed c.m.r": i n s. nU2:1ber of' ricoche t novc-'!:':en t s 

~'. e: ·~-:~1ement onl y aft er t he Eurone o..n.s 2-::-rivecl. . r.rhe Kuru ( Bi r om) r 0f\;_cocs 

: :. : 1.d. gone t o Kuhai near v,:,2.r1g ~~d. af t er e. rrar Yii th V·,7mig c. i &r-O oover1 

01: to t heir moC. er~ sit e near !)rcsent - d2...:r 3ukur u . The }1co_pl e of' tr.e 

:-::. :_ro::i vi l l 2..ge of Zai.-.:an , wh o 0.2.:/ o.l s o have bee!'l f'ro::i Gv:ong Kr;ot t, fled 

::o:-ct. flr.rard and here tr.G t and r:1. l Jied ·;·:it h t!:e nenl,y- r1.rri ved settlers of Du . 

:o-::ev cr, conflict s b:; t v1e en Iri 0 ·,..e 2.r1.cl G.··eJ. unde rst2.21clab l y a.rose ovci--

"; .•o ti-;en-tieth cent~1ry . 1 

It shoulcl be not e cl he re thr1t r:l1er: G,ycJ. and Zanan four:;ht, her~cls 
rrcre tal(en o.l t houc;h tho.~r ·;;"ere bcth co11s~.dcr cd Bi ro:n . 'J.1hc ot:l y 
othe r s0ttle;.1e :-1ts t o .!c :i.:c i1ee:.ds in i ntre.- cthnic tli.s p1~to:J of 
cll t!.1e g.couy s on t~1e :=-,J .. c.t0w.1 1·:cre Vn2-.Y'J. r; and J"Curu . Of th e 3e 
f our , t hree c':lre r.,J.1cl ly Es:~2.G ~-·:. rc-:±'ur;c -:::.s •:th i~.c Vr.~c:.':.g Y.'t:.r. !1cc:..vi l y 
i 1:fl ucn c ocl bJ Bengui CS!)ec i c.l ~.J in 1\.u•1J. . ~:hese e:::c 0··~-tio~1s 
::,oi nt out the diffe re nt c~l l "t l~ra l trL:..dit ions of the 9~·c to --~J::ro1:1 
Q.Yld t he Be~gai croup . 



J.c. rce horses i7h ich r1cre used fe r :::.ilite-ry E;~J.rposes to push t he 
ar:d 

~•ircn-C-2'·el e . .ncl t:urt:L?..112:uba fe..rt ;_:0 :- ex.-:::.2,r f'ror:1 their original c.re o,.s . 

? 
··n~c11 :·,.h t -cy o·::-~e r [;I·oups i:-1 excbc:..:\:e fc-r l c.i-\~e horses . .'- ~hese hoy,ses 

' .. c_!'e ·the sto...ndc.rd exche..nce for ce.pt i vcs . 1i:h0 b enefit to the I :::-i.s-i::e 

v:1.l i..tO incrG e.sed . In Zan.gen l-:=2..te:.b , I ri i:;r:e z·eceivecl. t r:o ll!.rge ?!o~ses 

t!:c.-y r;ould ohte.i n as as t ::r ee le..r50 horses c.nd three bac;s of 32,J. t: . _,, 

JPP 'i'uru, 28/3/73 , III, ., % -9. 
:/he difference i n size hc 2. .. --; sho;_~ld b e ~oted . The s r2B.l l ?:or~c 02." 

!)O:t!,Y u c.s r1idcspre2.d on. t~1e ~1 2.. t no.~1 J(;hrouchout all af ~ -l.Y•o~ 
c.s ·.7ell as Sur 2. , Kuler:. . c:.i:G. Ron . Dr . Syl via Sj}:e 0, Jc:·--:·t. • o·: 
Ik .. tura J. Resoe rc ,3s , Ber-1-20 J=iJ.-::/.:cr~u State, a_rgues t he.. t -:::~:e: -· e .. :r·e 
dsfinitel_y a seJara t e .- Qr·ocG. of hor3e . ::t.1he fe.int d[:.:::•:: ntr i 0e s 
t 11t1t UI'e visi~ol e on th -:; i:- b ;~, c~:s nugc;es t 011 early Or:::cc1 . 
Personal cor:1r:1u:-iication •.-.1i t :n Dr o Szikes. 
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:1-~c. -::lees provide some seasure of the tracle i n l2.r-5e horses t hat the 

_:.r:.'..g;;e controlled in the l ast h:1.lf of' t he ni:n.etesnth ce~1t1J.r:,r . ..:':.dclcO.. 

to this rrealth of ";-:ar materi2.l 112.,s 1)18 ethnic cohesion of the Irigr:e. 

·::e:L'e :rituc:.11.Y lir:1-:ed . :i.1his pr e vent oci interntJ. quarrels ai1d led to 

, 
·=~tot'.ps on the pl ateai..1. . J 

Farther north , t he J ere i1eld a .si.r.:i lar military position ei though 

0~ ~6.., did no-'c h2.ve cont rol o:f' t he trc de like the I rierre . Ji.J.l around 

tl:e J ere rrere !)80ples concuerecl .,oy ·'-" t.,{18 -.-!ho had been r ecbced 

·::t; re suspected of' thy,eatenine Jere ' s e.Li thorit,y, t hG,;l -rrere lorcib1y 

CLr:Lve:i out as in t he case of tDe Or/oOoze v,rar \7 ith Buji. 11he Jere l a cl:ed 

t:~o ur1i-'cy of the Iri&7e anc.l ~"':.u}.:uO-a. 7h e :i.n cv.rsior:..s of Ho.use, arid i'TingI, 

::2- ·:;ell as internal Je.re bic~cering s:9lit the grou.D to s uch an e:::-'~eEt 

t~1n.t t he a rea of Sa:nga, e.l thot.:.ffl of tl1e sc.r:e origin as Jere, ass :i.s ,Jcecl 

Je.uchi ~mirate 

The I rigY,e sections TTill be d.e2.lt ,-rit,1 iD Chan ter III. The 
TI.ukuba c2.I"ri cd on t heir o·.:Y.. t :::--2-rle r: i-'ci1 C::~1c:17ai o.n::1 z~:J"1.c;on E£.t a -o 
but ;;,-ere not entrepren.01..1. r s fer o.Jv~1e rs . J G r e dealt direc-'cJ.y 

:;!t;:a~~~e a~~;~~~!,;e/;~t~~~i:~:~: ,\I~-2~;~e~~YL1~;~~~tf~~u;'.c;~~~::~:o,1. 
~1: Goni B~J. ori, S2:ig2.. 21/7/73 , r1,r : :? • 22 . ~J:1i1:i s assist l:.nce ~·.- .:-:s 

gi ve1:. b e c ;_~u se the Jere ,:.-ere s £0.cl. to be ' stuO~)or~1 11eo:t:1J.e ' rr1:i ch 
probaOly means th2. t the y r·osis t ed 3e.1.:chi attempts o.t su~;erc~inty. 



:.::.:C. ee.s t . J~s mour.:.ted hcrsece r-!. , t!:e -~~:::.--riors of J?orum rrere ab le to 

G' .e..rcied the e a st er n a:pproa ch ,::-;,::;e.i:1.S t -the P:vem and Su:ca vrho nere J.oo~:i!:.g 

. c :.,, co..pti vc s . '.i1he tre..decl captives to the Fula.ni . The Su:-e. ttsed 
') 

~!~e::: to riork on t heir :i,, c.rcs or tra.cle d ~ !:. C:!:: to P-yer:. f er horses . '-

~~1he southern section of t l1 e Eiroc nc..s not strong enough hor,~e .. •,rer 

~.o :r-esist the porrerful mounted incursion of' t he Ror.. end Longui![':. . 

-_J_ ~h ough Ron tra dition nentions comb a t 'l:rith ~-. Iongu (e. Sura villL:.50) 2ri<.l 

] [~'f' o (e. Kul eri vi ll2.ge) bei'or e t:leir s~sey northr:a rd , this c1ces not 

see r.1 to ha.ve been sutficient r e2.so~ f ar an inv.::..sion of Bi r om l ;_:.:-_cl • 

. \.::!.J. the southern.TJost villages of ti1e Biror;-; rrcre attacked by the 

~or:-~.Ionguna , Ey er:.g in 3c.c!1it Qre e. to Le.be.ring iri Rop e.reu. . The 

s,::;2.r ch for captives e..s nell as fL-:.rrn.l c..:1d he:.. s been put forwa rd .::..s reaso:'! 

3 att a ck . It rias not ur.:~il t he l:or,,guna and Ron he.cl fc.::!ecl ,.:.11 

::l lii:u-1ce of the 3achit co nfede:ra c~.r r-r_::l P..ir;i o .. n.d J ol t hat t heir ::.d.v (.:..l!CC 

·.: c:s h o.l ted . -~:Dev fl ocl b a ck to t~1c south . ------------------------
·;. J-PC lcdulkh Sonc of Kc'c:9·,;is , ,5/1/n , I , p . 21. 
? Jpp Git1ba. Kel -::_~2.f.1 , :-:ish}:2.hc:..:-:1 (ci-:: :i c:'~ of Ke r ent.; , ·15/12/7 3, V , ., . 93. 
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It is notE:ffrorthy t hc.t Rir.1 allie:6. ·; ·: i th t h e Bnchit confedera cy cl33?itc 

t~~e intcrr:iincb1c r:ars over farnine; t'. :e.-: t!1ese t~-;o Birom settl i::1:1,::nt:3 

of' Ga0hish Repp 2D.d Ba.chit . Ri1;.1 a.:~?ce..r s d to he.ve been t he mo~t 

:-;or:.e settlewcn ts aO andoned duri~~c-; ~'.1e ?..on inva sion ;·:ere not r e-occupied 
? 

unt:!. l t!le ee.rly trr0ntieth century . ._ 3y t!len l :cnc;u21a ;:nd Ron Ytere o~~ce 

r::ore south of the Gnar River i n C-2.shish c:1:d or..ly c:.11 occ3..s i _onal conflict 

~:.,rose ovei,.. huntinc or f'arnl ,•1.ncl in the r,3~a i11de r of the nincteer.:t.h century. 

~To one etl1nic group co·-ordinc:.tcd .!che resist ~1..': ce to the jihr:d 0::2 

1):e pJ. ate2.u . S:ho militc.rJ fo:rces of ttcse divided peopl e s vrc i--·o su::..'l:Ci cient 

t(J keep the movc2ent froc dee~•l .Y 9er.e °C r2:ti r,.,e .:che platee.u . To renel 

t ~:. is c•~ntury- long ?ress ure a !"J .. L7b sr oi:' fo.ctors assisted t he p l t!.te:1.u 

:;e o:oles . The first a.'1d oost obvious nas geogravhic_aL .. As h ::,, s o een 

s~10:1n, t L..e pl2.te2.u is a r.ature.:1.. :f'ortres.s in r.rhic;1 the conditions of 

s ei r~e c.re difficult to 2.~)ply . Eacl1 confedore.cy rras surrounded (i-tim 

~: l .r~ ce, the nour/c cd He.us a r.2 i gh t !:2 ve ·oecn no.re successful · on t he b r oad 

? J-n D ,r , · " - ,1 J7/0/·7 J-, , 1- , n, • c;c; ,1 • _ • _k..::.., age.rang .;..yop , cnic 1 o.i: J.:u· . .-;c, , <'.. _ _ <'.. J 



(;v ~::'scl,'.; r a cies of t he ulate2.u . 

• -,_ i·irJ. r out Yclcubu ' s for ce s af t er he he.d s uL15ugnted t ho u:-1Count0rl P:/G!'l 

to the north . 2 In m 6thcr t 2c~~ica.J.. si tu2.t~_o2·:. , the J. nrge hors•:; s in 

I . Goody, Ja.ck, 'i1ech~olo_c-::.r . _7::-e.a .. i~~i ort __ 2 -: d_:the Ste.tc in ~\.f -_[•:~c~\ , 
1971 , p .l.;-3 . 

l 
I 
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tr.c unity of blood 2.rit i:lD.r:..~i .::..ge G.S cl:.i.:-.ocl i n t he e.11:L.mces t1er_~io:1ed 

::.;1..:-::: .. ~~:r:ise one a -'c c:. t 7 ... se b efor f; ~.::sisto.r c e f r om kin could arrive . 

' ., -:-~: !C,:.~J.. c0.:c:. a succession d.is:Ju-te i r~ Z:..1.ri.::-: . ... 'J..1O :1.ts r:.<J.vc:-~ntage , t I~.o ry}~t cn:.u 

PL~lc9r, H. lt . , c·,-:: ~--c~JJ:_ . , I .~J. , ~; . 
by r;·l.1ich t :1e cavc..lry lcc.cl:J 2.::d 

..:\.cleleyc, 0 1; . cit . , IY!J . 11 ·."") -J 1 I . 

170 . 



·~-2.c,justrnents ',,;ere ma de oy groups t o , at tin:es, chaot i c 

·net ,_;e.:1. t~ c ent0.ry • 

. :Iowev t?r , thes,2 are but bx·o:=-.d obs e :-c·v2.:tlons of comrlex coifc 1.L1:i.t ies 

·c0~ie eas i er to asse ss t t e ~c oc~io~ of a DSO~le about to resi t t 

;\.:--.:.o t11.er arced f orce 
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CHAPI'ER III 

PLATEAU SOCIETIES ON THE --_EVS OF THE BRITISH INVASION 

In order to obtain an accurate understanding of the ef.f'ect 

that the British invasion had an the Jos Plateau, it is first 

necessary to analyze plateau societies in some detail. This is done 

below in order to assess in the succeeding chapters the immediate 

and manif'est impact that the British forces had on plateau societies 

and long term ef'fect of this impacto The more covert changes that 

the British presence brought will also be considered. 

The written and oral sources are inadequate to attempt to_ 

trace the changes that the political, economic and sccial. structures 

of the Jos Plateau societies underwent in the nineteenth century. 

As this chapter is dependent on oral history, the years just before 

the British arrival have been chose..'l for examination in order that 

the society being described by some of the informants will be the 

one actually remanbered by them, at least with regard to the 

structure and institutions of society. It is assumed that the 

societal patterns to be presented in this chapter were those which 

the British met. 

Anthropologist have examined over half' of the ethnic groups 

in this study during the last two decades using a variety of 
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1 
hypotheses. Consistency of approach, of course, could not be 

expected. For example some did ethnographic surveys (Frank and 

Baker), one concentrated on the role of' women (Smedley), while 

marriage custcms and their social importance came under the close 

study of Muller and Sangree. It is from sources of' oral and written 

evidence that relevant infonnation can be extracted to show what 

the sccial, political and economic situation was at the turn of' 

the century. A new force was about to intrude into these highlands 

and its effect on the peoples can only be measured by a firm 

understanding of what it would meet. 

Cultural Survey 

To present a complete cultural anaJ.ysis of the diverse ethnic 
2 groups is beyond the scope of this worlc., However, a few general 

statements can be made that will apply to all plateau societies. 

Generally, it oan be stated that: (1) the Jos Plateau societies were 

1. The ethnic groups and a f ew of tre studies done are as follows:: 
Anaguta: Diamond, Stanley, 1The Anaguta of' Nigeria: Suburban 
Primitives,' in 'fbree Af'rican Tribes in Transition, edited 
by Julian H. Steward, 1972, pp.361-505; ~.fum: Frank, 
Barbara, gp, cit.; ~: Baker, Tanya, 11The Social Organization 
of' the Birom" Ph.D. University of London, 1955; Smedley, 
Audrey, "Kinship and Social Organization among the Birom of 
Northern Nigeria11 , Ph.D. thesis, University of Manchester, 
1967. Davies, J.G., op. cit; Ganawuri: Berthoud, Gerald, 
,211- cit.; Irigwe: Sangree, gp, oit; ~: Muller, J.C., 
op, cit.; A more general survey based on colonial r eports 
is Gunn's Peoplas at' tl:e Plateau Area of Northern N:i.ge:t:l,~, 1953. 

2. An ethnic group being defined as a people sharing ccmmon 
langus.ge, culture and territory. 
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monotheistic; (2) there was a politico-religious head of the village 

and/or clan;( f 3) the societies were basical'.cy gerontocratio, being 
1 ruled by the elderly heads of clans; (4) every clan played a. role 

either in ritual or government according to its importance in the 

comllltlllity; (5) the farming, hunting and marriage festivals were all 

pa.rt of the areas of the authority exercised . by the governing group; 

(6) these societies were ready to accept new inmigrants and absorb 

them into the comnunity order making the changes necessary to preserve 

this order by allowing them a certain status and certain functicns 

in the structure of clans; (7) warfare arose between villages both 

inter and intra-ethnical'.cy when the community order was threatened 

by an external force and this force could not be absorbed by the 

village structure, and ( 8) the plateau ethnic groups lived on a 

subsistence-oriented economy and readily engaged in inter-village 

t r ade to satisf'y their material needs. Trade was also intel'-ethnic 

as was maITiage and participation in ritual festi vaJ.s. The latter 

two points were greatly dependent on belief in a common origin, 

geographical proximity and/or cultural similarities among groups. As 

will be shown, a complete cultural unity for the Jos Plateau could 

not be postulated except for those general points mentioned above. 

Even then there was a large number of' variations Within the above 

generalizations. However, the ethnic groups of the plateau co-existed 

amicably in a number of ways and none could be ccnsidered as isolated. 

1. A clan being made up of a number of lineages all of which traced 
their origin to a common ancestor. 



Although fortified by rocks and euphorbic hedges, their villages were 

not isolated from one another just as the plateau was not isolated 

from the wider area around it. The villages were, however, very 

firm about their independence, who was acceptable and who was not, 

and what could be adapted where necessary to preserve the existing 

order. What this order was it is now pertinent to examine. 

Religion 

As with many other African societies, govenunent and religion 

among the Jos Plateau societies can not be easily separated. Each 

formed an essential part of the world view of the conmuni ty. To 

understand the social structure of these various ethnic groups, a 
1 

comment on their religion is relevant here. As a detailed analysis 

of the religion of so many ethnic groups would go much beyond the scope 

of' this thesis, only a general survey will be attempted below. 

1. A number of books on religion in Africa are available; one of 
the most recent which is a good general source book is 
African Traditional Religion: A Definition (1973) by 
E. B~laji Idowu, Studies of religion on the Jos Plateau 
are not abundant and usually they form a part of a much 
wider ethnographic study. See Baker, op. cit.; Diamond, 
Stanley, 'Anaguta Cosmography: The Linguistic and beha.vioral 
implications', Anthropological Linguistics 2:2, February 1960; 
Gunn, op, cit. 
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.Af'rican Trad.ition°1l Religion has been divided into f'ive basic 
1 

belief's. These are belief's in (1) God, (2) divitti.ties, (3) spirlta 

(4-) ancestors and (5) charms and magic. Each of theae elements may 

occupy a position of greater or lesser importance depending on tra 

historical a.pi socio-political processes which a village or ethnic 
'Phe ir cateF.:ori za.t i on is 

group has und.ergone, ~L only for the convenience of a."'!alysis. In reality, 

t he beliefs are intertwined and integrated in the cosmology of the people. 

Fbr example, charms and magic are not objects, of worship but are part 

of man's attempt to tap the supernatural powers of the spirit world and 

of the supreme Goa. In the sa:ne way, when a.'lcestors are removed f'rom 

life as conceived on earth, they are deemed to be in co.nnunication vd th 

t he supernatural wor1d a.nd partake therefore of the essence of tl-13 

divinities. 

The belief in one God was universal on the plateau. To the 

Bi rom, !ie was Gwi, 2 to the Afusare, Da.xunU!ll, 3 and to the Rukuba, 

Kata!<uru. 4 Whatever the name, Gou was unseen and all p<Y.':erful and 

He cruld only be communicated With by a specially sanctioneo, ;indi y i di.lal 

in the Village. ,\mong the Rukuba, the Utu5 had the primar-.r function 
6 of interceding with Katakuru 011 be'b.aL:~ of the people. Among ethnic 

1. Id~NU, op, cit., pp.137-202. 

2. l!:!: Toma Tok, Kuru,3/9/73, V, p.30. 
3. Gunn, op8 cit., p.62. 
4. 
5. 

•• p.41. 
The religiou s hea.ds or vill~ges 

Musa.re: .!E!!...am 
Amo: Jl.f£2 
Birom: Gwom Kwi (Kwit) 
Buji: 0gwomo 
Gurrum: 0gOlll_g 

6. Gunn, op, cit., p.1~1. 

had dif'ferent titles as f'ollows: 
Jere: Ugwomo 
Pye~: Bwolbwong 
Rukuba.: 
Su:.:-a: Mishkahum Kum 
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groups like the Ganawuri or Irig..ve this cO'!lDlunication between man 

and God was perfor:ned by every clan head as the clans were of greater 

iinporlance among these groups. 1 Rituals were performed to worship 

GCYl who in most cases was thought to be personified by the sun. 2 These 

rituals were performed by the whole village With the religious and 

therefore political head of the village playing the central role by 

direct participation or delegating to another the rites to be dona. 

The calendar of events f'or the Bir~n suggests some of the many ways in 

which the deity was praised.3 

rt is difficult to separate the poll tic al and spirl tual roles 

of the village head. In many cases he was recognized as village leader 

i n all things because he was a descendant of the first clan in the 

vi ll~ge. Thus obedience to him and his representatives - the heads 

of each clan or a priest in charge of' ritual - was fundamental to 

t he stability of the sooial o:::-der. The clan-centred societies are 

mo:::-e difficult to assess in this regard but it appears that ee.c?i cJAn 

had a given responsibility and that the 'religious spirit' af the 

village rituals was not embodied in one man. .Among the Irigwe for 

eXo"Zlple each Ang..vel had. particular religious duties and failure to 

ca.rry out these duties could be disastrous for the welfare of the village. 

1. The Clan heads were called Ang;vel in Irigwe, Pozo Gboin Ana.guta. and 
Gwoma.11ai in Gana;vuri. These will be cal.led the clan-centred groups. 

2. The Biroin word -for sun and God is G'Ni which ma.y be another w,?.y of 
calling attention to one of God's attributes . This presen-~ed 
theological d.it~iculties in the twentieth century. 

3. Davies, op. ci.-1:., p.99. 
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The other aspects of Af'rican Traditional Religion as enumerate,l 

by Idowu can bs discerned among the plateau peoples iu va.r-.r.L>1.g degreaa. 

Among the Birom, the ancestors occupied a position of: importance, and 

in some compounds, special huts callad fil Ga2 were built to house the 
·· 1-

ancestral spirits. Among the Pye.m, t he !!umma.t festival m1s held 

each year in remenbrance of: the ancestors and fermented millet was 

prepared for them to drink when they ' "return from the dead. •2 

Spirits both benevole.nt and malevolent were said to exist. The 

Eirom believed that the leopard (Chwe) represented. a powerf'ul 1spirit 1 

whose death was celebrated. in the village. There was her.ever, no 

evidence to suggest that othe r animals or living things were believed 

to have any spiti tual significance.-' The Rukuba had various spirits 

and identified the European as one when he first came. 4-

Of the final two categories, divinities and charms, little is 

known. The former will have to await further resea rch before anything 

definite can be said. There seems to he.ve been a variety of charms 

and magic talismans., One that can be readily identified is the straw 

hat worn by the (trader) of the Birom. This hat is said to protect 

the J e..1{ and endowed him with supernatural powers to 1fly 1 or I disappear' 

at will.5 

2. 
Davies, op. cit., p.99. 
JFP Kesin Yak, Pyem Geji, 13/12/73, V, p.79. 

Davies, o~. cit., p.59. Both Iri g1ve (JPP Tung Nwe;, Miango 27/4/73 
J.V, p.29) and Ganawuri (~ Ganawuri village, 28;8/73, J.V, p.234) 
make a similar claim but again caution must be exercised in 
assessing such a claim until a complete study has been done of 
religious beliefs. · 

)i .• !faller , J •. _ c:; . . 'T'he British Con:p,est, unpubli shed rn,i.nusc:rin t , 1972, p . 2 . 
5. J PP Te,f'an village, 5/9/73, III, p.150. More will be s a,id about the 

Jek l ater in this ch apter. 
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A:ny discussion of religion on the plateau must for now be 

descriptive rather than analytical due to the lack of evidence. This 

is to say that festivals and rituals were the overt manifestations of 

religious belief's and could be described but a much deeper understanding. 

of' the symbolic si•e;i:if'icance of these rites is necessary before the 

religious beliefs can be properly assessed. 

Festivals played an important part in the religious lif'e of every 

village on the plateau. These may be the Worongchun ( the acha planting 

f'estival of the Birom) the ( the hunting f'estival of' the Irigwe) 

or the (a Buji festival in wh..ich the new crop is first ea;l;en by 
1 

the village head and the elders). 

Another similarity among the plateau societies was the sacred 

area which each village preserved f'or only those permitted to carry 

out the required ritual. Among the BirOlll these secluded areas were 

called Kwitland, Kwit being a term that ref'erred to the whole collection 

2 of rites that made up the Biran belief system. Thus the one in charge 

of' the K:'.!.ll was the Gwcm Kwit or Chief of the and as Vlill be shown 

below he held ultimate authority in village government. 3 rt was in 

these areas that almost all of the important religious rituals were 

1. fil Maigari ningadu, Ogwomo of Buji, 4/8/73, TV, p.216. 

3. 

Baker, op. cit., pp.211-272, f'or a discussion of' Birom religious 
belief's. 

JPP Choji Chollum, of Pomwol, 22/1/73, I, P.102. The 
Kwit may often commune privately with God ( G-wi) during 
-;-Testival held in August of each year. .At this time he f!}Oes 
to one of' the Kvdt places alone and spends the night there. Vlhile 
there, he asks--;;r-God f'or strength (or faith), a good harvest , 
and a f!POd hunting sea.son. 
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performed. In Buji, for example, it was in this sacred area that the 

most important parts of the .!!..~ ( circumcision) and Qpurunyampe (breaking 

of the flutes) were perfo:nned. 2 Both were presided over by a m2.n chosen 

by the Ogwcmo and the man so chosen was called the Chope (ritual chief). 

The Opurunyame ceremony was perfonned by the young men of the village 

seven years after circumcision. This was a ceremony marking the attain-

ment of manhood of' those males who were between twelve and ninet:ien 

years of' age. The area where the ceremony was performed was marked 

by a distinctive rock design which was also comrilon in other parts of 

the plateau. 3 

Despite the many overt similarities in ritual practice and of' the 

various festivals held, it is still premature to speak of a plateau 

religion except in the most general terms. Until sufficient research 

r~"- s been done in comparative religions in this area, no statement beyond 

what is known about specific groups can be made. More details however, 

will be given in the following pages as to what roles each important 

figure played in the structure of' these politico-religious societies. 

3. 

It was these Kwit lands which were to be directly threatened with 
destruction by the tin mining activities in the twentieth century. 
See Chapter VI. pp . 293-297. 

~, Maigari Ningadu, .2£:!omo of' Buji, 4/8/73, IV, p.21.5-216. 
JPP Ibid., This design consists of two rocks. One of them is a:i.iiiost perfectly round while the other is a long narrow rock. 

The latter is -a standing rock about three to four feet high 
with a flat top0 The rrund stone vlhich is about eight inches 
in diameter rests on top of this shelf-like rock. I noted a 
similar site in Kwall and Davies (op. cit. p.97) notes one for 
the Birom in G~el. The one in Buji was carried down from the 
old. village site of' Kekon when it was vacated in the late 1930s. 
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Government 

The f'ollow:i.ng will be an attempt to describe the various village 
1 

or ethnic group governments that existed on the Joa Plateau in the 

decade before the British arrived. This is not to say that these 

political systems were immutable, remaining unchanged through the 

decades or even centuries. Each was a product of a long historical 

process of' adaptation and innovation and be:f'ore 1900 each governmental 

system occupied a particuJ.ar position on a continuum somewhere between a 

completely centralized and a completely se©nentary type af' government. 

During the twentieth century these societies were simply known to 

Europeans as chief'taincie/ for their very complexi. ty led to a tendency 

by colonial officers not to differentiate between them in any way. 3 

However, there were many variations in their political and social 

structures and it is pertinent now to point out these variations and 

in the process examine the governments of these societies as they 

existed before the arrival of the British. 

1. Government in these societies is the sum total of those actions in 
the society that make for a stable village order in which each 
interest group has a role to play. Thus, this would include 
marriage, festivals, production rites, jurispruduence and the 
role of' the chief and elders or clan heads. 

2. This is still prevalent today for the reissue of Ames' Gazetteer 
of the Plateau Province, 1932, has been titled The Hi ghland 
Chieftaincies (Plateau Province) Vol. IV in the series Gazetteers 
of the Northern Provinces of' Nigeri,a, 1972. 

3. Lloyd, Pet er c., 'The Political Structure of' African Kingdoms: 
An Exploratory 'Model I in Political S;ystems and the Distribu t ion 
of Power, edited by Michael Banton, 1965, p.63~ 
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Primary Governing Group 

Basic to the government of the villages of the Jos Plateau .-. ,s 

the religious head or heads. The governing authority might be a 

council of clan ritual heads or more frequently a hereditary king or 

priest-chief for the whole village. This hereditary position was usually 

held by a male from the royal. hruse, that is to say the senior or founding 

clan. He and his subordinates controlled the ritual in the village or 

clan and he was appointed for life. He represented much of the political, 

religious, judicial and economic authority in the village.. He was thus 

central to any authority system and shared power with other clans when 

the situation warranted it. 

His selection as head could rest with the village elders as 

among the Birom 1 or with the royal family, as in Rukuba. In either 

case, once the choice was made, the new priest-chief was presented to 

the village as a whole for their approval. 2 Perhaps the best list of 

qualities would be the following and could be applied generally to 

all choices. A religious head must: 

have a sense of authority, be outspoken with sense, 
respect the customs and behave well towards the 
eldP-rs and in company, know how to talk to people 
and be sharp when occasion warrants.3 

As a_ descendant of' the original founding clan, the priest-chief 

was given the right to ritual authority among the clans residing in 

the vlllage. This right however could be modified by new i mmigrants 

1. ill1'. Birail, I, II, III, ~~im. 
2. Dankala Ama:na, Kishi Nchara, 20/1/?li-. DT, po 203. 
3. Muller, J.C., 1Rukuba Ethnography, 1 op. cit., p.60. 

l l i; 
\ 
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to the village with vihom village rituals would be shared so the 

incoming group mi~t be integrated into the social and political 

structure. This was true of' most villages on the plateau. In some 

cases, the ri~t to ritual authority was lost when the immigrants 

usurped t.lie clan headship or priest-chief's position. The Benga.i 

immigrants to Turu and RiyO!n are a good. example of this. Their 

usurpation of the chieftaincy was most probably owed to their numerical 

superiority and power. The original inhabitants may have lost the Turu 

chieftaincy to the immigr-ants because of the migrants• possession of 

horses 1 which by the early part of the nineteenth century was already 

beco.~ing essential for a sound power base. There were variations. The 

Kaje people arrived in Kwall in large numbers and with sufficient 

mill tary pmver to be placed, by the founding Irigwe clans, in charge 

of war and 'foreign' relations with the Zaria Emirate in the lowlands. 2 

Neverthelass they were unable to obtain ritual power of any kind within 

Kwall. 3 In the northern region among the inhabitants of Pengana. and 

Sanga, it has already been shown that there was se@llentation and dispersal 

of the group arising from a chiefta.incy dispute. This dispersal of some 

se@llents of the population was quite ccnmon among the Birom.4 The 

se{91lent that left a village would found a new settlement with a new 

'1'ounding' cla.i1. This settlement might then be joined by a few families 

1. Pam Daliyop, Turo 29/8/73, nr, p.113 .. 
2. Irigwe, rl, passim. See chapter II p. 85 • 
3. 
4. 

Sangree, 1970, cm, cit1 , p.13. 
Baker op. cit., p'lssim, makes the point that the Birom are ma.di 

up ~f' small highly mobile units. This diffusion of' units prevented 
the formation of' large clans covering a geographic area. I endorse 
t:rl.s contention for, a lthough there was a substantial genealogy-
recollccted, there appeared to be no kin ba sis or clan importance 
in such a recollection. 
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f rom other villages and the ritua l authority of the settlement would 

be shared with tl-ie newcomers. The expansion of' the Birom from Riycra 

in the seventeenth and eithteenth c enturies may well have :followed this 

pattern. 

There are, of course, a number of varis:tions i,1 the types or."' 

govar t11 ~ent fou nd on the plateau. The :follo-,'iii"lg analysis will concentrate 

on what were the :functions' of government and how these were shared 

r a ther than on the actual structure of the government itself. The 

first was the 'chief-centred' system foand among the Birom while the 

other, a 'clan-oriented I system, was more prevalent among t he rest 

of the populatio!l, the Rul-uba, Irigwe, Anaguta, Ganawuri, Arusare a.'ld 

Amo. Any analysis of these two go vernmental. systems assumes that the 

basic st:ructure remained , a council of elders comprising clan head~ 

There were various ri tua,ls to be presided over by the senior clan head 

or village-chief' in consonance with his authority in the village policy. 

Dispari~J can be observed in the degree of control each had in the 

ritual :functions of the vlllage. 

In the Bire:n villages, the chief was called the Gwom Kvr:i -t. 1 

He was chief of religious matters, or priest-chief. The Gwcm Kwit 

played the major role in the planting, harvesting, and marriage festivals. 

He also maintained a council of elders who advised him on f'es t i vals and 

1. He may also be the Gwoo Kwi or Gwom Pwi in other Birom villages. 
It may be related to Z:!.:b, the Biroo word for God and sun, but 
there was no evidence of any connection here. Bir011, ~as si.11. 
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h 1 d. h . k . "" . l d . · 1 "' e pe iu1 m'<. e JUu..i.c:i.a ec:i.SJ.ons. ,. o thes3 elders fell the duty of 

choosing or reccwnend.ing a successor f'rom the royal family to the here-

ditary role of' Gwom Kwit. 2 In a conf'ederacy li2<e Forum-Du-H':lipang, the 

G-worn Kwit of Du or Heipang, one e chosen by the respective village, must 

b"l confirmed. in his gnanship by the G-wom Kwit OI.~ the Forum area in Zabutt. 

Thus the priest-chief's :fi11al acquisition af' authority in the f'ormer 

two villages rested 1vith the G-wom Kwit in Zabutt. 

The cla.-is as units of' power and author:i. ty were very weak in the 

chief-centred system of' the Birom. However within the clan.-oriented 

system they rad a much greater role to play in the political religious 

and social af'fairs of the village. The priest-chief had less power and 

this power devolved more on the three to six clans in the village. In 

Buji, the Ogwcmo had authority over the two sections of' the village 

made up of seven cl•.llls. One section was the Aguruzum or 'nobles 

section which co11ta.:i.ned four clans including, of course, the Ogwomo. 

The other s ection was the~ or 'oo= oners' section having three 

c~ns and within tVbich lived t he Chope. This official was the Anazoo's 

representative to the nobles and he was r esponsible f'or much of the 

ritual tha t the Ogl'1omo wished to p erform. 

In Gurrum, f'ive clans (Ani..lcutu, Anobare, Onotowo, Anagiru and 

Dugusa) as well as the chief's helper in ritual, the War e , sh~red. 

the v:lllage authority t1n'1er the ~- The Rukuba. are made up of' 

,TPP Chit, 22/1/73, I, p. 109. There are variations of' course. In 
--Chit, the Gwom is said to only be in char ge of ~ and the p eople 

'baa t him t 7£" they disagree with him. 1 Only strong mrm c mud rule. 1 

JPP Birom I, II, III, passim. Succession methods vary and cculd 
b e to brother or son. See Appenaix II. :pn . /r26-1i37 . 
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over twenty villages, each With an!:!!!:!, or prlest-chief alectsd. by 

the ro,.,ra.l family and approved by the village el(lers. These villages 

, ,ere made up of' five sections scattered. throughout a rugged mountainous 

area. and t:ie villages in each sec ti..on were related along rl illa.1. and 

historical lines. 1 

However~ '.tithin this second system of' cla.n-m"iented groups, i.e. 

groups whose clans se1Terely li.rnited the priest-chief po;ver was another 

class of' clan gove.."n!lloot in which there was no priest-chief for the 

e-thnic group at all, only clan heads. Ganawuri, A..'laguta, and. IrigRe 

appeared to have been even iaore clan-oriented than the Rukuba, Buji or 

Gurrum and will be called 01':l.n-ceutrea.. These thre e areas had a religions 

leader as did the Biroo but he see~ed. to have been much more under clan 

control and was not priest-chief of' all the clans as among the R.'.J.',:"'Jba. 

The Ga.nawuri con a!. sted or three clans each headed by a G-noma.hai ( Chief 

of' the clan). There was one Gwom P-·Ni ( chief of ritual) :for tne whole 

area. In Anag:.ita there were five clans, three of'. which were directly 

related, the other two having come to join them at a later date. Again 

there was a clan head Pozo Gbou in charge of ri. tual hut t:i.ere was no 

chief' of all the Anaguta. These two groups are each spread over s 

mountain range, the Ganawuri to the south-west corner of the plate au 

and the A.'laguta in the north-east cornet· bordering the 1\fusare. Thus, 

the clans are not necessarily in close contact with one e.nother, except, 

it would appear, in time of mutual d!.lf'euce or cO!ni11on festivals. 

Th3 third eroup, the Irigi,a, lived in the f'airly compact 

settlcfllents at' l~wa.11 and Miango on the western nrlge of' the Jos Plateau. 
1. Muller and Sangree, .££.,._£it., p.42. 
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Kwall, the earliest Irie,'We settl€1llent, was governed by the Angwels 

( clan heads) of three clans: Nuhwi, Chinke1 and Zigwe. Miango was 

founded by three clans, Zavo, Taegbe and Tahu each of which separated 

from the three KwalJ. clans, Zavo from Nuhwi, Taegbe from Chinke and 

Tahu from Zigwe. This movement took place because of the coming of 

the Nadzia clan who arrived on th.e plateau in the first half' of the 

r..in8teenth century. Of Kaj e origin, the Nadzia clan joined the Irig,ve 

for refuge from Hausa raids. Due to their numbers and trade liP.ks 

with the lovrlands, they were placed in charge of warfare and 

'foreign affairs.' The rl rual authority within the village pertaining .·. 

to economic, judicial and religious matters was kept in the hands of 

the founding clans. 

Through a series of social manoeuvres and ritual accommodation, 

both Kwall and Miango remained as sep2.rate villages with Miango 

acknowledging Kwall' s suzerainty. However, by assuming various roles, 

the two villages maintained an inherent unity. Due to the migration 

to Kwall in the first instance and the later split-off from Kwall to 

Miango each village assumed a familial role. Kwall was the 'parent 1 

and Miango the 1child 1 or offspring of Kwall. In time of war, Nadzia 

l ed, but after them came the founding clans. The Zigwe clan of Kvrall 

and the clan they call their "son", the Tahu clan of Miango, followed 

first. Nuhvri clan and their "son11 Zavo of' Mi a..r1 go came next. The Chinke 

c:Lan and t heir "daughter" Taegbe came last. The last t •.vo clans, Chinkc 

and Taegbe, would not take human heads in combat but would be responsible 
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1 for boiling the skin from them before they were displayed. 

The second set of roles adopted by Irigwe society could be classi-

fied as sexual. Kv1all and !Jia.ngo were divided into twenty-four sections. 

2 All twenty-four sections were classi:f'ied as either male or female. Kwall 

had eight male and two female sections while IJiango was made up of nine 

male and five female sections. DJties were allocated according to these 

sexual roles. The male sections were in charge of dry season activities 

such as hunting, building storage huts and planting while the female 

sections were in charge of cultivation, harvest and rainy season 

activities.3 This shows very generally how intricate the ritual arrange-

men ts and labour du ties could become within one ethnic group. Unlike 

the Birom and the Rukuba there was no single priest-chief in either 

KviaJ.l or Miango. Each clan had its religious head and the most important 

of these were the heads of the senior founding clans, Nuhwi, Zigwe and 

If" the political structures as outlined abo,•e are to be ea tegoriz ed 

they may be placed on a horizontal grid with the chief-centred Bircm on 

one end, having a priest-chief and little clan authority, the clan-

control Irigwe, Anaguta and Ganawuri on the other, With no prie s-ct-'cl'ti ef 

1. JFP Madaki Zamfara, Tahu, 26/4/73, JY, p.51. This order of prec edence 
--;;;ay reflect the three clans I order of arrival. 

2 0 This classification does not reflect tl::e real sexual composition of 
these sections. It does not mean that a male section is only 
composed. of males or a female section of f'emales. But these 
sections which were called male would carry out the duties asso-
ciated with a male and these sections called female would perf'onn 
the duties associated with a female. See Sangree, Walter H., 
'Tribal Ritual Leadership and the Mortality Rate in Irigwe; 
Northern Nigeria I Southwestern Journal of Anthropology. 2p:1, 1970. 
p.34. 

3. Ibid., p.33. 
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at all. The clan-oriented systems with a priest-chief' and a strong 

clan authority would occupy some point between t he extremes. This, 

obviously, is a simplistic classification for there exists a number 

cf variations of governing systems within these three basic categories. 

Generally the elders in all the above systems were advisers to 

the priest-chief or clan head on matters of judicial, religious and 

economic importance to the Village. It was this unit af' elders and 

priest chief that had to initiate hunting festivals, fanning, weeding 

and harvesting. Once their decision was taken the community followed 

and in this way a regulated socio-economic system was guided and 

controlled by the elders. Individually the elders held responsibilities 

within their clans. They judged minor disputes in the compound; they 

looked after the religious observances of the clan or, if' the clan 

was quite large, their own sub-clan. Finall,y, they negotiated arrange-

ments '!:or marriage. 

A necessary component af' the village in sane areas was a 

persor.age who was in crarge of ritual affairs if these ritual.s were 

not already included within the functions of the priest-chiefq At 

Jere, this was the Atalibera, at Ganav,uri the Gwcm Plvi, and at Buji 

the Chope. The Birom often speak af' the Gwom Ci 1 as the "chief of 

woodlands" and • he appears not to have had any functions wi tbin the 

village and only a minor one in regard to the farms. He was noted 
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for being especially concerned With rain-making. 
1 In some areas a stratum of 1 heroes 1 existed which out across 

lineage lines. This group consisted of young males who had exhibited 

a high degree of strength in fanning, skill in hunting or bravery 

in warf'are. One of these 'heroes', usually quite experienced, wculd 

act as leader in time of war. It was he who would call a meeting 

to outline the str-dtegy to be adopted. In the village of Jere, he 

was even given a seat with the elders, a concession which other areas 

having such 'heroes' did not grant. This situation may have ·arisen 

out of Jere's rather precarious military position at the northern end 

of the plateau, necessitating emphasis on defence. 

Representing a potential source of great political power, t he 

1!:eroes 1 nevertheless were firmly integrated in to the village 

structure, being subject to the decisions of the elders end tr.e 

priest-chief. The heads of duikers a~d antelopes were always given 

t o the clan head f'or the ritual shrine, usua.lJy a mud hut, while 

leopard or buffalo heads went from the clan head to the priest-chief. 2 

In war, anyone who killed a giant, tha t is an enemy warrior, took 

the head when possible and brought it to the priest-chief who placed 

it in the s..1-irine himself' or With the assista nce of his ritual 

1. :!EE passim for the followfag: The name for h eroes was as follows: 
Irigwe (~); .•\.naguta (Wugari); Jere (~); .Amo { Obarj e); 
Buji (Obl'lrje Kara). 

2. Ruel, Malcolm, Leopards and. Leaders, 1969. Ru el in his rese3.rch 
in south-eastern Nigeria observes that the village leader had 
a right to the leopard and 1 ••• to present a leopard is an act 
of hornage conf'irming the legitimate status of the repres entative 
leader of a community; to fail to present it is to deny his 
legitimate leadership.' p.21+. 

! 
tt' 
.. 1 
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chief (fo r exaJ;1_TJ l e t h e Cho n e .in 3,_,_j i). In farrni.n ec ac tivities the 

s !:. ron.g , young f2.rr,1er , a l though r.ec s ~- ~.r_ing c:recii t iDdi v idually as a 

'i t'c r o 1 , sti l l worke:J. fo:c the elders o f' !::is compound or tho s e of 

the compound from whicl~ he wishe d ·: o obtain his :,,ife . 

It ·was t hese fou r major eleme:::. ts 2:nong t:1e _plate au societ i es , 

·: he p riest- chie f , t h e elders, ·she :c.i tu.al chief 2.n d the heroes who 

!)J. 2..yed the ~oli tic a l r oles irJ vi.l l:::.~·f:: 5·cvern ment to a (~eate r or 

lesser deg-..cee . I :-i a clan-ce.ntre-:l :::cci e ty the p :::·iest- chie f and the 

e l ders wou ld b e replaced by t h e v 2.r2.ous clan heads who toge the r 

\d. th t:1e ri tu2 . ..l chi ef an d the he:rc-;,:; s , would gov ::rn the c.Oin:rnun.iJy. 

">=ntr al to the majority of v :' l 1 2.g-es however was the prie s t - ch i e f 

from whom the aut:i--iori ty o f chrci Pl der s , r i t ua1 r;hie f cmd. hero e1, derived • . 

: :.1h e priest- chief t hen gave t r:.28 t he i r SIJ ~cific duti e s to perfo~m. 

'l.'he heroes almos t alw2<;rs 11:rovid0d 1e2dershi p in war . The 

pr a.c tice of conferring· this hono~J.r on those who Here excellen t f a r mers 

a.lso served as a. spur to a g r i cul t'.l.re :produ c tion . The third element 

the ritual chief assisted t he prisst-chi ef in thos e duties t hat 

were im:portant for the ~ireserva tion of the social order in t he village . 

'-: is func tion var.i s d from vil lage to v i 7_ 7 a'_·p . For e xampl e , t he 

~irom Gwom Ci participated i n t he r? .. in- rna:<:i n;:!,· ceremonies v1hile 

-the £ hope of the :Buji pl ayed a maj or ro le in circumc ision rite s . 

~ 1unda71ental to all , were t he 'r1e ads of cl 2ns - tlle elders - on w~1om 

:~e l l the most impo r t ant re spons.i. hiJ. .i. -ti e s of the vil l a,ge , na111e l y 

the cr9poj_ntment of a ne w chief , ini t .. 3.ti n.[~· ma tjor fes t i v als , perforr:1:ing 
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a. judicial role in both the CllliJ. and the vi1 Jage and the ar:-:- 211Fl n i~· 

C m2.rri ages . 

I-farri ag·e w2_s one of the most i.r:p:::>rt :;_nt as;;ects of sOci2.l li±'e 

,; ·1 '1 "L the elders •::or;trolled . It net onl y inc: r ee.ssd the popul ?.t i on 

:ol.lu c t i vi t J . ~·:s ':l i th t~1e poli -:_Lc P.l asnects of t hese societies , 

ther e -was a gain a diversity of types of marriages a...rid these 8a~1 

be classi f iecl broe.dly i:1.-to t·:10 t ypes . 

Among the nor t hern pl a t ea:J. peoples , the T ,, 
v ere , .bUJ l , 

t>;ere we.s .wbat was kno;,rn as -t':1e sis Ter exchane;e rns..:.i::-r i 2.ge sys ter:1 • 

... ?:xc:~2.nge for his 31:rospi:::cti v e .. life . 3e wov.ld t hen , by farm l e.bour 

fo r h is fi a.ncee ' s fat:le r as we ·~1 as oresenti:1g h is sist0r to his 

i':::t!~er- in- law 1 s son , There 2:ppe2.,rs to he."".,; -':; be en 

n.o exchange of c:oods to for e- s -': a ll deb t accumul ation as amonz t he 

11:1 i_J arising from a l ack of sist21,., s . B:01,.re v e r , t h is is onl y a tente.tive 

1. JFE I V, passim . A.me s , o -:-: . _cit . , Do . 105-1 07 . 

2 . J3ohanna.E , J?2,ul, ' 'rh . .J It\:':a:::t of 1-Ic~ey on aD African Sub s is tence 
Economy ' i n 11:r i bal 211-:l ='ec.:..swrt -s:;co:1oc7 c s eli t ecl by :·_;.eor:__,.2 
Da lton, 1967--:-pp:-1 :F3-J J) . Amon£' t b~ rl1 i v, 2, debt cc-2 1.1:rs 
wh en a rner.!. does not b.::.-.r r.: 2.. sister to exchru\~s-.2 for t:-ie , .. .10:11:=:rJ. 

h e wants a s h i s wife . In order to ._g;e t his w.i .f0. , h -2 :-:-!'J3 t 
giv-2 a cow or some i r o :'?_ n i eces t c h ls uifr-: ' s f amily -t:1 
post·po~e the deb t unt.il so:1f·;one ·;,l ithi.~ his cl2n can }"J~o--.r :i.de 
e.. sister . If the sist9:r i s a lor1 g time corning , 2.nci t':--. u s 
t he debt is not ~ai d quickl~l t h e r.:a..ri. raus t continue to c ive 
s ifts to for e s t all t}1e deb -: ·:1:~reasin.~: tlrrou_-:r~ tiQe . 
Diamond , St anl ey , on . ci t . 1 67 , notes t~m t t he de':;t 
accumulP .. tion wa s inhe!:'i tabJ.e cirno:.··(·: +;he An aL1J.ta who , c: 3 ~1:1s 
b e en sho1,rr! , were an o.f.:'shoot of Cu.r:r-u m. 
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·- ,-: n.clusion un t.il mo:re \-lo:-:·k on tf:.is 2.s~Ject of the society has b een Con2 . 

T·he cth8r type ·of marri age was the more f anil iar do1·.fr.y rna-c::·iac;e 

;_._,:i_ t.h a payment of horses , dwarf co 1,,.is ( .Afusare and Birorn marri ages) 

,, r f arm l abou::- by the ffi ".le and ris kin t o h is prof!pec tive bride ' s 

f·?.t!le r . T:-lis type was mos t corrunon 2.m::r:·--~g t he D:L :-.::-om , Ganawu.ri , Amo ; 

-to -~---it their his -toTice .. l 2.nd soci al anteceden t s . For example , al t hough 

--:: ,_f.:uba and I ri /?:We have been ,;;1 2.ced i ~ this latter section they were 

· · ' ' · ~ ~ ' ,. th . 1 J 1 b . . t d . -'- . . !_:. o--cn ve-::::-:1 ai1.1eren ·G .1. rom _ .e ·: i rorn as we ._ as e i ng qui e is 1., _1ncT, 

C0 ·0,,1 e ?.ch other . Both pract i sed p:::-imary and s econdary marriage s . 2 

_.:_:.10:-!g t}~ese groups ma:crie.g·e v:as a s ource of great wealth f or the 

f~-t~\H~r o.f the bece.u se he :c-ecei.ved pay·men t in goods en d. labour 

j_n~endinz to marry had to 1t10:~:k hard 

o-~~ tl-_9 farms a_n_d acquire enous h we2.l t h to obta i n a wife . Among 

-'-".e Iri r,we ,.,,hose :r)'.) litical sys t en has 2lready been briefly descr:i. be d 

.- ~,~3_)-·:-i age t ended t o st:ceng then int:-c'a,- 211d inter- s eg1nent l inks3 and 

t· is had direct poli tica.l i moli ca.tions by uni fying the villa.i;·es of 

;,::ango 2J1d Kwall i n one s 'Tong Iric;He enti t,y . Sangree observed that 

IT.igwe I s raul tiple ma!'.-c·iage systc~m- yroduces a f2,nt3..stic numbe r o f 

1 ' . Gunn , OD . ci t ., :o . 89 points out that the Bjrom do no t pr actise 
:poly2.ndr:/ §:S t h e :?-cukub 2, d e) . 

2 . Nuller and ~~ang.ree , 2E.:__S?i t .,_ ·0~0~ i T~ • . ,JJ~irnary 1ra-.-.·
1

····i~-~0 ;i~G., 
an agTeem:-nt betwe en tvio £2.n-nlies 1:na,~ ·b,lo o.f "t l!.G'l.!' cn 1lG!'en , 
usual l y a boy end a g·.-~--:-1 un 1ier the 2-:~;e o f f _i v e , woul d 
m.:..rry when t !ley I 'ec~ched. na .:~ur i ty . A s econdar71 m2.r:-.' iage 
could be ur1d.ertcd-cen liy ei ~l-:c :r o.f thc-se childr erc 2.fter t(;.-2y 
had a tte,i ned their Da ~u.:~i ty ;-::..n.d f1J.1f i 11ed their p::·i n~a_c::r 
oar:riage ohligatio,1s . 
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·-c!li s , ho\18vs-r , was an exceptior: t o 3, 1.-,,ide:-3:pr ec:1,d. pTa.c tice of 

j_:·1 ter- rn2~rriag·e. 1J.1hus, t here wGre v ery f ew clos ed vilJages; they 

;tierge l socially into one a.~other chrol"!..;:,h c :r_•os f:-s~:rands of kinship ties . 1 
resp ec-t 

'I1he Bj_ro1rt appeared to be the mos t 23.e.pt i v e i n t 11 i~-; }~:r:: fp·:.::·( · t which 

may explain the spread of t~e }3i:r.·or:i l211zus.g e a·:1d culture ·. U~: ually 

[i. 32.rom woma..---i could b,0 ob : .s,inecl as a. ·1:ife after the payment of a 

I:·~·i§}Ve all speak o.f nv3,rr_y.:n3 :Sirom 1,1ome:r, in exch2.nge for horses . 

•~i:-1ere may have been some confusion ove::-- whether these ·were c aptives 

:xr· free ] i roE1 women ; neverthele:::;s r:I2.r cia~;e t i es existed between these 

,, .::~~ou-us . r_:111.is m2,y v1eJ.l ha.ve bcf.:n a. 3 i2::o m rnet:lod of accor.1.modatj_ng 

t :w new groups Hi th whom tr-1ey came i.n c ont2.ct . 'l'heirs certainly 

2-p··)eared to be the most flexib1e waTri2.ge arrangement in this reg ion 

whet.her born of necessity o:r: custom . 

Harriage then , from s uc}1 21. _pe::::-s~pective , i.-/8.S ?J'"!. action of ma.ny 

consequences . It could serve a 1Jx-o ductive functio::1. by which the 

e lders benefited since it gave t h e;n free l abour and g ifts . It served 

~>e poli. tical function of reinforcing- t~1e _·;ower of t::-,e elders and 

t·".'.•j.es t-chief in the villa;-2 ·fo.rit was to t he elcle:cs that the youth 

1. Greur1l , ?eter J., ' ·The Lt'Jnpard Skin Chi e f: ,A_;1 J!i'xam.ination o.f 
Politic2.l Po Her Arnone· the ·:u e r , 1 -'lff'~-_("i e ?11 .Antbro-:-1010 -~is t 
LXXIII : 5, 197 1, p . 11 16 . 

2 . It ls difficult to say if thi s W~J.S bee a.use t ~1.ey were too 
close1J related to Ganawuri , :_.::1. i.ch is c~_ ou ·o-tfuJ., or b0 ce:u. se 
o.f the Birom ' s profound d:L s t ,,s trJ for t }:e se .fierce f.i ;_~h t ers . 
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Its '.-ricieI' :poli tic21 

:::, :1;· t hsse .:.iv2~se societies . 

l; '.)_C. .::..c i a l ---- - -
A major function of ; overnmen t wa.s the establishment a:·,d 

-·~h consti t u ted ar.i a c t.io n a {;::=i.ina t 3.n i ndividu al or societ;.r 

·: s a whole . On t rle J os J.11 ;,: teau , the re r:,11lation of ;3uch nor.c:s , 

s ubsequent cnfo:-:cem .~nt of t h e 2,IJpro p:!::·iate punish m~}n t was v e s ted in 

\'.'t.,s t:le embodiment of .!..:he :;::io l i tical and rel igious life of t1-:.e vil l 2.ce 

CH 2 r · a.ny vi ll a :;,;e j u Qici a l proces s . 
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~~ ize all their belon ,~n ~s . 

r:i lost permertf-)n-::ly to the so ·_.~i e ty . "51or mu:eder cases in FJno, the 

:-1J.·cderer fle cl to Jere for as: • l u~:1 1.i'.:.ere he rema .:.. ne d for some t.ime 

'..'· ,·lying , it woul d seem , more o:: :,:·epentance to cure human fai l .!. ::c::·. 

' _1>-2y locked t:'le murderer i n a rcom for seven days without foo d or 

· ?:0 • ter and 1:hen he 1-1as relea se6. r: is head was sh aved i n order to 

::,o cial ly humilie.te him . 

If a theft occurred, Ano-:c;iJ c". \·.;e.s e ~ually l enient , only bee.ting 

U :e raa.D 2nd i mposin_:;· o. fi ne of 2, goat on him. Among the majo::-i ty 

·) f Che other {jT0u~9s , the thief ·•.\·:-,s sold out or he woulc: be set fr :: e 

-~i' his fami ly could bring 2~ llo .r:~e to com~er~sc"l.,te his vic tim ' s lo~, s . 

·,n '.'3uj i where horses were sc:"rc>.c , a horse thil0 :f was a,rtomaticJ.lly _s o:ld .• 

1 . J PP r.a.dak i Z? ... r::f?M:!'2., r:~iart[D ?6,llt/73 , I V, p . 5.S . (~~hese i"' ~') :/!.P. 
--a.re sa.id to be b:c-othe r-,; of ·t;',e 're.bi (Chaw3.i) but cio r:o ~ 

speai< tlJc . :3amc l 2nE,uae:/~ . 

2 . Ibid . 



'?. v i t2l na .. rt. of the 

executed . 

1 
:::ar/·i~•:;',: :c.i.t; ;~-J.~ 

:--: i.'.1 to tf"'_e Pi ti for salt . 

uJ l er a l so pointed out t-,t':2.t iF a. n-:i.Ji e~i ,joyed too much eeonomic 

-:, 
: """ ,:. i ::,;:lt also be~ conder:L!1ed as a ~-:5.t ,:;~1 . _1 r::.ihis :<:~·.J' ·csts tfio_ t t(,e 

J .PP Utu J:._d :i_k , Xakk,::k , 18/1 /73, 7:TJ , :i . 191.1 .• 

Vu1l er , on. cit ., 1971, n, 60. 

unrest . 
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J PP Pyetn , 1L,/1 2/7;, , V, ·'.l · 38 . 
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l)Yi ~s ::- (;-.,', j_l?. f 
, .. ,,1i le the third ,-1a.s the v i ll age ;, f the s enior vill a ;,;e in the 

vi llage area . 'i'r.e latter would ,ju 'i.ce t he most seri ou s c a ses from 

~;,l l the vi l l age s i n his area . ~Che ::x·i.e st- chie f an:~i his elders thus 

:-, resided over a..1'1 authority system ':hat :9as s ed c:.n d e nforced a 

r.un is!l!:1ent comr:1ensurate with t r..e c.:" :'e~1ce . ~i_il: e variation in 

Ce i ng tl':e exerc j_se of authority b~.r -:: :::e :.;overnin~: body . 

~conomic Factors 

]'he soc ieties on the }1lat c2.u canno t be c a l l e d subsistent if 

this classification is 1.m ders tooo. t o mean tha'.; the proclucer , be he 

-· h t . - . p - " • • - • th . h . - · .. , 'L .-.. , 1 J?,r 1:1er or un e r , was prov1 ct:L nf: 10.:.. ... 2 .LL nis needs w i· __ 111 is v _Li._ 8.t } :: . 

-:· his needs were d e f j_ ned i n econm'li c , sociaJ. and religi ous terms , 

':e must satisfy the se n eeds ll.';1 r ee.ch i ES beyond h is social and 

;:.101.i t ical horizon for art '. cles such as se.Jt , horses o.nd manufactured 

i ron . There wa s a modicum of :mr 1Jlus in each of the socie ties exa,mi ned 

t o allow f or such trade to s 2: t :Lsfy its ba.sic needs . rchis , as will 

be shown, provided difficulties f or tte Bri_tis h ad.ministration in 

j t s attem:9t to stimulate a corr.me,:·ci2. l or i entatio!} among the plateau 

2.·Jc ie t.ies by creating a d.0,sire f er i t s imported goods . 2 ) ,s t he 

'l ::,:ri2,tions ar e nume:cous a ge:iera.l s1:;:-:rnary of economi c ac ti vi t.;y on 

1 . For a di scussion of subsis -t (_:r: i:::e s e e :--ro:fr:i n1:i , 2: .. t:-!-.9i t ., 
PIJ· 8-77 e,. ... n.d Gray , ?i. ich =i.rd ;.1r1d Birrn i ngharn , Davi 0. 
Pre- Colon i 2.1 Afri can 'rrade , 1970 , pp . 1- 23 , 

See Chapt er VII 12assim . 
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All t he eth!!ic GTOUps on the Jos Pl ateau were 2.lraost w',·:illy 

:· 5.·vestock consisted of 6J'Oats , chic>: e:0.s and do 2;s e.nd in some 2..re2r3 , 

· clwarf cows . Also in thi0 :)2..rti:: ·J.l~::.~ 0.rea as well as to t:'12 

Produce fro c1 t0e 

,--,·.-:-~ver , the ?atte::--n of a.g::c.icul tur-2-l 2.ct ivi ty must b.e exainined first 

:-::.:·der to p2:'ovide some sue·-:- est.ion o f its overall impor:te.nce . 

I t is important to note t~ !.?- t f aminr: could not be success full:,,..-

; : 0 1-.--rie d out without the compli2.J10e of t~1e pri est- chief or the 81.?Ji 

'-:_:-~ -~.ds of th 2 vill2,ge . E3.ch ethY1ic ; :coup , with local v a1·iatic:-~s , 

·-~ _;_ their own. calendar of festiv A,ls ar:.d t½ese festivals were ) :C-2sidecl 

'.,ver by the priest- chief o f the vill2.ge or by one of the heads of 

·;:·_0 clans . Within the village , each clan usually nad a s pecif:'.c 

,· .. ,. ty to perforn i n connection with the a g:dcul tur-a.1 activities . 

_,-, c-h duty 1-1as in_porta..TJ t for econo:ni.c and po l itical reasons for i ~s 

·.-c-~formance ensured the success of the c :-cop as well as the ccntint:-:?5. 

~-:i litical position of the ch.n tr.cat ::er formed the duty . In sor~.e 

1 . See Chapter II . p . 94 . 



be rn~1n\·._ -:r: :::d 

J3 ~.ker- , 01; . cit . , s:1o·::s t h i 8 in h2r t>~ss i s oi·1 the 3:Lro ;n in \•ihi ch 
three seq .. ue::-1.ce s s ~1r2ad out i>·on ~~{iyo:-:1 t1,., s- r -::-)1 .ig-.iou.s cont:ce , 
t he me,in fes t ival bei.n:-~ -~he ~,Ic.~r1}:·0;c:1~J.!:l. . As a da t inr; device , 
t h:i.s s2q_uence com;)arcd f:rvo1.Lc?'r;, J. ~r -..-: :. c:.-. t:"_0 :·;c~neB.lo c i c-: s that 
a:rrpe a:r i n t ::e: a ;1::,0nd:.x o:· t h:L :..:; 1:10·.::·"!.c; :J.o":: :i·v : :r:- :. t!:ere we!:e 
not2.bJ.e O'.nissions in81ud.ir·-:_; :):loncn ~; , -r:"o~~:; , Ge.shish .s nc:_ P.0 ·1 ~ 
rPhus id;;3i3 not 2.ble to use t~i s d.2.t::_r~-- -:::- t hod other -!;h ::-,_,n 
to confi r m ·V:.c im·r o 2: ·::::, ·---!ce o-r· .-::t_~,-om 2,s 2 c i t~1.a l 

Gu n_:_n. , .or: .~_r:::it. , p . 90. 1~nr:n. :i:;:•µ:-:, ':·.--1 ~s t:,_e f ~-:,-r•111ir1. ·:: syst,·-~ i11 
scnr.e det ::.il . 

r:~}Je c:x•o :··s c;_1Jtivated 1.ra:c;,.r , i·.•2..t ::-, t:·:.2 Iri r;we cc1n~>::11 ·'.:;~:·-=:.t ir\~- o n 
mi llet , t ~e J ere and 3uji o~ -~1inc:a co~n. 
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}'"'e Gwom ~;i ------~o ---- ...... -•··---

,r~ w!ien hu t s w eTEJ buiJ. t o:,.: Tebu.i. l t , po ts r:ro~lucecl. , iron smeJ. f., r. d 

.)r i'loes , s pear s ('.1nd ;.;nd courtin.~ c ont i nued th2.t l e d 

![t'P Ogwomo ibi. ,:;;.n ·:i. , 71uji. , .1 ,_15/?j , iV , ~J . 2 17 . JF~ l\3or::) 
Da.m3. j i , (~urrurri , ?.8/7/73-: I V, : L 16J . 

,! 
I 1 I I 



s -:!ieties like Iri g~ve and G2n2..1-,ru.ri , t·re r e sponsibil i t y for the 

·\) r exB.nple in I rigwe the &"lnua.l hu~ t _Z-:!.r aci was :nresicled over by 

· 7.. · .Y:- oriented. J....!d the chi e f - ccnt:::- ,?c;_ ::.--;c ~ieti es , ti:.e clar1 hee.d or priest 

-,:~_; f~f demonstr a ted at these f es t i v~._: ~; his i :0"9ort.s.nce for the proper 

t i oning of vi:.1a.ge life. Also nf im:po:::-twce i n t h is r eg ,1.rd vi'aS 

~rorninence i n the hun tin ;1· fes t i ·,.:al [:.i H~i~h took :place in December 

·-r ,1 January . Aside from t he food v a l l.l 'J cf the ga.rne killed , they also 

r i tual i mr,or tance . li1or ex2.mp1e , in t:le case of Irigwe , the 

·;:• t ing route followed ,..;as , 2.ceor d.i nc to tradition , the s a me as that 

--rhe huntine; festival was an eve:1t of mi xed bJ.es s:i.ngs fo r it 

·ovided a forum for inter- eth:,..ic ccop e2:ation as well as inter--ethnic 

: ::_::;·:,ute . '11hus , in t he firs t i.n ste.nce , the G;.1.na,,.vu.ri woul d invite 

·:" ·. :c,r.::· and the Iri gwe to join th,:: :~ i n t h e hw1t . Eow c!v e r once the 

,_, ·:;;2 was killed t here was a stronc, -possibilit;y t ha t a di spu te \-10uld 

;:. r i2e over the bead of the e.tvi i ne.1 c<....nd a s~are of the me2.t . The head 

~· t h e~ anim3.l was es,ecially i m:)orta.r t as a tro pf~y of braver:y and 

o·ob .tion fo r t",e priest- chi e f . ;\.rnon.;; tl'!e outlyinc vill e. ,~-c areas 

:;-,orvm . and Bachit , hunting accour:ted for t:'!e na,jority of tr.o "wars ." 

JPP Ta.ht1 clan , flyango , 26/lr/73 , I'I , ri , oO . see }lg . 3 in 
b a.ck cover pocket . 
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· ~:·-utes d id r .. o t 2..:ri s ~ . 

Its 

·. '1.ra t io :-1 . 

"""'• c l aimed 0. Ri:.rom ori gi n al J t0c~< t :--ie [)eg.ds of t :1 e 1eo ps.rd.s t.'.) 

~1uel , 0 1 ) . •:; i t . , i:;~~~j~ . 

:!J'J:, J to J1!, ..1:"-82~2· 
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:Je8.t was distrihuted e .. rn.ong t:1e th::~ee ir(2 . .jor clans . I n Irigwe , the 

h:,ad was pla.ce:i in the Branyi 'l'ede (:-eligious house) of the cl2.n 

from whi ch the hunter originate ci . In ::tuku1)a , the Ut u e.te the mea:t 

an-:: the head wa s put in the ic =!:_ (l eo::P.:cd ) room near h i s comr,ound . 

The leopar d , then , among 2.11 ar1i:-:-t2~l s , seemed to ho l d a.n aJ.1.r2 .. 

o f J)Ower tha.t ·~vas a l mos t su:;-:-e.rn.2,t ural . Among the Jiror.i , the leopxrd 

0 Jso personifiei evil. When 1. t ':eft took place , the Birom stated 

:-.-~.rived f :-om t 11e south they were pursued by a second Bengai group 

·. ::--10 told t he indi e;enous 'l'uru settlers that they wanted the " l eopard" 

t>,-,,t was hidden in 'l'uru . 'l'h :i.s referi-ed to the leader of the first 

::i i '~Tants whom t he second mi e;r :?r~ ts ci.ccused of stealing y 2TT1 s f r om 

·>·,e,ir orig inal settlement on t he 1il a i r ,., callee, 3enga.i . 1 

With t he death of t he l eopa:,:·d., the skin which symbolized its 

r o·der \-.:as g i ven to the priest-chief o r clc:n head , who had to wea.r 

i t on al l ceremonial occasions . It could oe worn by no other i n 

1 • J :?P Pam :Da.J. i yop , 'furu , 29 /8/7 3 , III , p . 1 17 . Reverence for 
--the l0opar6. as a cl an totem \•.re.s pronounced among- the 

Igala and Idoma . 'rhere was a rnassi ve dispersal of leopar d 
cl 2ns from Idah betv1er0 n c . 1660_ 1760 . ( See P.. . Sa.rger, t , 
" 1rhe Origins of the I c;·;,,la. Vonarchies" }lenue Valley ?roject 
Paper , ~'To . 16, 197 6 ~:.nd. E. O. Erirn ' s fi eld notes) . r_rne 
f i rst croup arrived frnn Ber1gai i n c . 1792 ± 28 artd t hey 
may hc.ve carried leo ~o~\rd r c: ve::conce into ri\J.ru . The sec;ond 
g~·oup who referred to the l eader of the first g.cou p as a 
l eopard may have Deen s1J_gge:3 ting his l eopar·d rever0:1ce. 
rrhere w.-::.,s an earlier :3en.ca:L .;:r.oup which en t ered Ri:yo :n 
c . 1738 ± 32 . It may ~ave 2.l so ·o:cought l e op.3_rd r c: v2rcnce 
into Hiyom . Tbe eJ.de: ·s o: Piyorn. hov:ever discuss th r=; 1eoI)2~rd 
custo::1s a s if they pre- da.te t he arrival of the Bengai . • 
See Charters I and II . pp . 5J- 5G : pn . 68-72 . 
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t"r,e vil l a ge . 1 'i'he leo:Ja.rd h e2.d i n the rel i c ious hu t symbol i zed 

t~i G po·wer of t h e t r a di. t i onal r e l i b·l on 2..11d t he meat , be i n g l j_r.ii t e d. 

t o t he e l ders , s anc tifi e d the i::- })O S i tion as l eader s of the cla:-:s 

9.S 1.-.1ell as adviso::-s to t he pr i e st- c :.--~ ie f . 

7·~2,t e:::-ie..l Fr o d.uc t ion 

I n the s~:':e~·e of materi aJ. nr o :~_u c tion or smal l - scal e i ndustri e s 

1.-: '.'. i r_: h i ncl uded :;?o t t er:,v- mak i n t.,; , potas~- m,2_',ci n g , t he cons t rue t i on 

c f !TlUsi6 2-l i nstr 1..:_ments and s tr2.w we 2v i ~?.,·, iron- making held a 

r, rominent pl aee . Due to its i.m~10::'t s.n c e a s we ll a s i ts uniquen e ss 

1 .. J'.:en compared wi th the Hac.sa ' s ::: i t~':. .i i:1g ' , i t wi11 be e xa .. rni neci i n some 

cie t a i l h e r e . The J os P]_ate;,,,u con t 0-.i ::-1 s a. weal th of ferrug i nous 

l.8,terite f r om w:.l i ch iron may b 2 n2.:~e , CL."l d iron s mc l t ing was of 

"d b l ~ - · t 2 cons i era e an c1qu1 y . I t :12.cl sr :::-e a d ov er the whole r,J.at eau wi t l-1 

a11 vil l ages do ing the i r 01-m wo.::--k 2~nd each h av ing the.ir o i.-Jn s rni t h s . 3 

·11he pl a t e2.u me t hod di ffered qui t e coY's i dera.bly i n concept from the 

:.:ausa as we l l as f r om the sout h1:;:rn l·li t?;eri a.ri t y pe . The plateau i ron 

1-JOr k ers u sed a f orced dr a.f t Hi t)·: t ,;e a i d of skin- covered pots for 

D,,l l ows a t t h e top of the f urn ace, . The fu:::-na c e itsel f wa s u su;o.J ly 

1 • See Rue l , on . c-i t . -t , a nd ~:v ~.n. s - ?ri tchar cl , E., r.Phe Fu r~r 1 19tt0 . 
I n Chap t e r V ( pp . 139- 191) :--v,ms- :i:' r i tch ard deals i n so,:ie 
de t a i l 1-:ith the l eopa.:cd ski r: ch i ef but i t would a.ppc ,,r fr.at 
his t >oHer i s much l e s s t l':::n t ":-l a t of t he pl a t eau })ri e s t - chi ,2fs 
b e i nr; confin ed L ,r t), e rJ.c st ·,2:r t to a ;judi ci c,.l role . Also 
see Gruel, .2E.! ci t . f c,: a more reeent analysis . 

? . Sa s s oon , Ea1no , •~ iron l31a8k:J i'1i ·~h i ng- ', Niger ia }'I?.p:az i n :.:: , ~~o . ?l~ , 
196h , ,01) . 2.S-· 3 1 • 

3. ~Phe exception h er e a,ppea:rs to Oe the Iri g,.ve 1./ :10 by t he 12. t e 
n i n E:teenth cent u :cy wGr e rno ::.-- e 2a t i sfi ed. 1.•li t D t he i r on f ror:: 
Zane,o n Katab t~an the i r o·.-111 . i R.12 Ja JTch8,, Ny an go 
26/ 1,/73 , IV , p . 66. 
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en a river bed and extend e d t o a hei ,,ht of about five f ee t . 'i'he H::,wsa 

fu:r:nace on the other hand depended o n an in iuced draft by usi n;· 

.:c_lye-ces a.t the ba se of a furnace which !":!i (-;ht reach a height of t 1,,;en t y 

Since the plateau furnace 1.,r2,s ec.sily r:-.2.de a-:id the techr1ique was 

:_t:i-~ a secret , any i n ·iividual coul d s :-:1e l t :J. i s o·:1!1. iron and then t ake 

. 3.C.. i:1 exch:1r1e;e for some ::ij 11.e t ~-1d 2.cha as well as t he left over 

L 'o:, . 2 Ne;1comers like the IJuji cl a im t,1at they only learned to ma.lcce 

: : ·o~t when they c ,:.,i_rne to the ·ol 2.t t:: 8JJ_ ar!.d were t ~1...nght by t he Nchara and 

Ho~·1ever, the Jere a.r::d who are of ver y sir.i:i.l a.r 

11.·i ·i n s to the Buj i, claim to h -3,ve 1.-.:noi....-n i :ron- rnaking for as long- as 

,::-:G fe ssions of z-;reat ritual im~ortance in t~1e villa.g-e s of t he plateau . 

·f::e council o:f elders . ~1~he :ce was 2.l so n:::) monopoly of this profes s ion 

cl2.11 . 4 

T'he iron objects :pro ::l.uc ed were ~ooth functi onal and decorative . 

Person21 Inte:rview , A. :b.c]dic:u~ , Jos ,,:ust?.i.m , .Jos, 2Lr/'11 /73 . 
J PP Junil Ascmtu , '3inango ( 0 11Jrnta;: , 19/1/74 , Il l , JJ • 198 . 
J ? P .J em,c'.k a Jo ;i·el , :Suji, 1/il / 73 , p . 203 . 
Sassoorc , o -r) _. ci·t ~, p . 29 , a lso no i r1t s out tha t the s mi th J\,:,~:eneci. 

like eV8ryMe else an:.l i..;as l.t:::.C:.0 ::- no prohibi t i. on. i n rei_,;.:3.rd. 
to p articipation in all v,~1L1g8 ,f8stiv2-1 s . 
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' :i-roEI , Sur:a , Ganawuri : and ::=:on 23 s. s .;n.1:r:- for the horses 2.s 1.-i&:l l 

s: / TI of' wealth . It was there:'cre li:-:1ited to t he olcler man ,,.;ho 

1 children to farm for t he::1 e.:--.d. ma:~e them prosperous . 

1 
'.";2e ::o".:. t s 2 ... ::c. c-r .qin • ./ 

Comrnercia.l ly 

.:: ~·:·,::_l currency . 1.Phere --- s no evicl?nce that it h'as produced fo :c 

,-1~1 :;.r10 rl t'nat it was taboo £'oT sor-.e .. ,,il).ages to smelt it , for 

-, ~ p!'esen.t in t he sacred :rr .::; ve in ?ortu::i , the haOi t a t of t:~.e 

..T?f L!afok , 18/1/73, I, p . 56 . i. r:-i.aJ1 must begin h is \,1e2Jth wi-th 
acha Md .i f he h2.s pl,:,:, ty of t>1at the rest w:cll come . 
One bull = two leg {-:,-.cea,les . 

'.!PP Icem Af3...ngagwc1i , A..naoor cl 2n , 16/7/73 • 

.IPP. ;\Jnil Asantu , Q.?~tt•, EI, }l . 198. 

?e:csonal Interview , B . Ji':J:an:: , F:i / 9/7J. 

:~u:n.n , 01J . ci t ., p . 82 , On1y s to::e axes aI'e use<l in .th t s GI:Ove , 
1.-rhish me_y suegest a :?::'5. t ~)_-?_ l r e:.-c.':.8..;..'-1t fro m P~ st<?!"'t0 a ge a~;ricul tur-s . 
1~01:Jev er, I could not :r:·i:-C R.I!~-r o~al ev .id ,~nc e to fur:ther 
ex!:)lai:t t h is custom nor cou.1 -:i =: I' .in :i eviden :~c~ to SU})!JO ~:··t 
Gunn ' s contention of an i:-::o :~ -..:,2,J~o ir! Rirr1 ;3,nd ,Jo l . 



~rt" ".: 1· 1 ' J ~rl thrO\l """ G- '-- .! ..l" ~-.~ h<. I .·~1J. 

:T?l:2 f;hit, 2?/1/7.3, I, p . 1'l(i . 

JPF A•.,;are :oh , ?obur, 11 / 1')/73, '.', c1 , f/.). 

s~e Ch;.•.,,ter II . np . 97-99 . 

.. -au:;:" . 2 
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_ .. tf10 nl~teau beca::1e of their tra de :i_r!. t~ .. i s 1 ne·J 1 breej of ' Haus,:). ' horses . 

The horse , whether l arge or s:Tlll , ·,ns ve r:, co::111on on the pJ.atec,u . 

:::ach compound usu:.illy h a d at l east one , ,Ii th tie Healthier c ompound 

·~ and ns..rric. ge . If 2. ·.-iect l t ~l:r ;12.n died , he ~'iculd be buri ed i n a 

.~ -.. -::·s'.3 tingly enou~-;...~ , the Eiro:n v ill?. :res of Ri 1.1 and J ol cla im they 

·-·_; ried the horse as if it Nere a nan ':'~r.d 
2 

never ate it . In t 1:1ose areas 

·::-.0 ~:, a 1-rife could be obtained ,!j_th a do•. ,:,::-y , t he hers•) ::,roved t o be of 

C! ..: C'l "'- ·i ..... 3 ,JCCJ.-:.. l,_P, ._, . 

r_::1he r:ios t valued 1mit of ezcha.n ?= :J..f.long t he ~fu.s,J.:rc , 3i ro;TI e.nd 

:.ot ~-'idely used as a t rade ob ject . Its function ~"i:1S mainly as the marria:;e 

CJ? Chit , ?2/ 1/T3 , I , p . 106. 

C;yang Dung , Hiri 28/1/72 , I , p . 156 .. ~hi3 a :~1:!.n r2.ises the aues.i~ion 
of ~in 1 s origin . See chapter IT 71 . 

n,, 'lOOVe I'P · 121-·125 , 

;:;0 :.,_ 3iror;i , I, II , and III . Gener:0.Jl,1 one co11 ;-:::s e ,_,_uival ent to 0 112 

1 :·:.r ,38 h orse or t uo s ~a ll one3 . 
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By t he l ast decade of the nineteen th centt1.r y , Z:-:!.ria .Smir:?..te h:ld 

:~ --~ 8 its l ast thrust into the hills b efore the Bri 'Gi sh ca'ce an d had 

? 

,,~kir:1.is'.·.10 s ·1.r...d combat took 

J c: r_ DUI\{': G,rnn , TI1. Tl,unc:; , 19/1 /73 , I , p . 69 . 

Bohctnnan , op . cit ., :£'1Ssic1 . 

>, e belm1 pp . 153-1 56 . 
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c: ::'. ;.: in 1-;ar or i ndividua.ls boi..;,:;ht from 2, village . S:hes e individuaJ.s 

· ·· " ' usually a dults sold because o: serious crir~es cc:nmittcd b:· thet! , 

-~·.,.::;n 2. s murder , or for raisde ::1ea:r.crs , such as consi s·Csnt disobe di ence 

•stubborn ' c hild . 1 li'or our purposes s u ch ind :~_vicluJ. l s ~-rill also 

c: ~1. l led ca.ptives . Al t!louch .;;. t tir11e 3 ca }):;.ives .. ,rere i:ei:-/c t o farm for 

c~i e f or his c a pto r , as i n ~:u:ra , p:.:. rts of Biron , Iri ~~re or 3.ukuba , 

:.. '. i':y 1:rere usually r;1 o r e v a lua!.Jlc a~; a portB.bl e a nd DJ1iversal l y acceptabl e 

.-c 'lI1S of exchange . This usually n e ,2n t t!le :idul t 1:12. lEJ capti 1.res . The 

··c·1··~. les would be kept i n the vill .~r(D t o :n.a rry a loc3.J inh.::1.bi tan t; h e r 

In return for th is co:-;1-rnon c-,Yr.~e n cy the r1 os t V?.~_:·.e d objec ts of 

:!)'P J'l Eankuon J iyom , 7/9/73 , I , p . 229 . 



----------------

horses . 
-,1ere tne major suppliers ,of sJ.lt .1.r: d l a rge [ prod.uc ts 

- :·-:: obt...J.ined eithe r di rectly vilj_ : __ -es ·'-;_Y' .. ;J.cr d::_rect e ::1 i r2.te 

obtained 

-··1.1::. vi llage are a to excha.n _s-e horses tor ? orlL'":1 nnd tm a05'"l1.ta .,_ . 1 ca pi.,i ves .. 

'_'here uere also villages like Le:-e i n Z2. ria ~rtd.:rate and Lere 

-~::.1e :n obtained copper or horse !:..'lea-t f ro:: I.ere Bal:.chi in ·exchan ge 

· 0 " c 0.pti ves i-rhile at the s :?-'lle ti'1'.e t ~.)cin,:; t:",eir t ax ,·rhich un.s 

, 5/1 11"' ·- -· I ! J , l , l:' . 

·:_. 1:esin Yak , P,ye!J Geji , 13/12/73 , ~I , p . 7 9 . 
I ~ ;;as to qu}cuiJ,:t (Kunyen ) t:-"~:;.t t~o ~:- ~_ ti :::'l ed 1.-he n t he Z2.ri a 
. ·.t'3cl ca,ne . ll..E Yunyen 23/1/74 , III , :,; . 241 . ',' he :Fiti ::;.nd 

~:1-i_ ~-1J.bo. di d not h ·:1.ve wars but only ::~ --> .. Jes ps: .. ~1,1rs b --; ca.use three 
c~ 1"~1e si:x: Pi ti clans claim o. ?.uktJ.b!~:. o ::.:_ ,7_~.: . Personal co m::iu11:i.c2. ti on , 
--i. th J -J. Ch0.li f oux ,- Universit:~, o-f Lcrr. -!:re-::,.J , C:2n.n dn. o 
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froril Le2"'2 or the 

: a tie Li moro ?.r:d Choko Do for t h~d .. ::- !.~c:..:. ts 
, . 2 

:;.~:.c. iron . 

Generally 2peaking t hen , this ':l ::"'Ga h ·:t-:i a subst9..n t ictl short 

.d long dist '.~n::;e tr3.de pattern in :,,".i ch co,rries ·,;e :--e introduced 

'.~. a basi c curren cy . None o:'.' thes e :o e t tle :1s;-1cts 1-r:>.s big e:r..ou,j.", to 

r,:)t?.in uar cap tive s and they t~ere-fo:r-e , -.;e;:,e of little mil itary 

r,·:. ~'7cri t un.s levied such .as a c8.~ti ve , it ~tould be nos t difficul t to 

I t could be the.t the ' ne11 ' co:,ry curreY', cy 1'13.S the mos t 

"":Or Ve!1i2nt for a}J. . 

----
~~?P!·cins , o:, . cit ., p . 68 st·1tes tt.:. -~t t ~1 i~; cl.:. ··-.r2r cy ori z i natir~z in the 

l, ne J.I-:! ldivo J3l2nd s r e.?..c.i.½. e d Jorr..u ir"- t ~10 secc~ r:. }i:-1lf of the r..l1;t.~tceEth 
ccntu.:·y . 3:0~1,:-;ve r , Kirk-Greene in :1.r: o:=i. :1ic r st:v.dy :le.'.l linf~ s :pcci.i' ically 
·.:ith currencies states the co:;rie:3 ·.·;sre 'bei r,:.,· u ---:;ed in Kano b ;_l t}1 ::~ 
~·tr~;( ei gllteenth cen tury . ~)ee Yi~k - ~~r28 Ec , _. Ii .:·.: . 1'1I1he Ee.jor C:1:r-r encies 
in L1. ge rian Hi story" J .H. S .H., 2(1) Jece<Ycl', 19 66 , p . 137. 
~LU'. Goni BdRri , 3ang3. , 21/7/73, I 'I , p . 121 . 
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' 

--alt fror:1 Sanga to the north . 3ujj_ ::.~1- ::-:0 u0c6. ccwri.e s in t:r-ad~ 2 .. r d 

t ax to Lere Zari2. . s ol~l 

1dhen the mode of exchcnge is co;: s idered , rnt~_ch depended on w'.:<?thr~::-

.v. a r eputation o f having protecti 't,e s u:9ern2,tural })0\·1ers . 

These agents v;er e usually soli ta.::.-y figures \·1ho 'dent on horse·o'.lck 

:.,.:.l i2ved to b e able to dis&ppea:c or I fly ' wheE in ci.anger he WE:S se:1t 

"" trading expcdi tj_ons . He wou_l •:..: so~:1f:t i rnes go as f ar a.field a s Pit i 

::, tra.de . To t l: e south , t he Gc..na:,ru.:ri did not have any special r::~.n 

El':'D to perforl'l such a f unctio ,: bece.u s e they were continually 

Like the Ga11a\mri t he An~:-~:iu ta C.id not eng-.? .. ge extensively ir. 

tz..>;1ci.1= activities put \,1a ited f o~· -:r::..lfici to come to t hem , us1.1 a.ll:.r g-iv in<:_;~ 

Dr~rticular clan , t he Andugwoho :-":1 , Hho j2.d l i nk.:s with t :he Af'us :i:ro . 

:i:ri 6-,:e it has al ready been Dote:, ·~"• 2 t the lJad,: i a cLm an:oe2,rec' -co 

1. Buji appca2::·s to have b P.e~1 i :1.d e ~oendent aft0r co!:L·.n;;- to t~:'.:? 
plat e ::1-u , c o_~1q.uered by J_2r 2 :.:--.C. inde·1endent ;--:.c\~iin . 
l!ev erthelc~~_.~ :: 3uji h 0.d .?:.C-::es ::.: to t½e L8re tr2_ci0 'dhic;h ~i e:::·e 
di d not h2.ve . 

:!_PP Gana.1-mri , 22/8/73,.IV, p . 231 . 



·--. :i th traie g oc :ls - nrid the ho3: t o othe r Jeks_ ~,rho c:1ne :;ith 

·;' ~--0:c-s ' H'.;.S his straw !'..at wbich i den t.ifi ed him s.s e. ;[_ek a s did h is 

.: J.;o ck for trading- 1·rhich usually consi sted of c:i :p t i V(:;' S , salt or horze3 . 

'-•·';.velling in such ba_ ttlc areas . 

Information vari es ~1 s to whethr:?r ,?.. Jek vrns a n in depen':e~~t 

i , ,TFP Chit , ?2/1/73, I, p . 10i3 

J PP P:ihn g , 23/1/73 , I. Po 11 1 . 



._rille..ze:rs 2 
for a cha • 

Wttt'NK:TT 

?he J ek syst9m uor}-:ed i n a si~il ::::. ~ 1 .. r-:;;.y to t'rle emira te - o:;:-ien t e d 

.1 . .r~as described abo,re . UnJe r t he Jek systen e. villa ge ~-rishing- t o 

:. t in s o:ue rth-0 Je k 1tould t n.ke gD3. ts or bi (: horses t o the J ek 

·~:ois set t ler:1e:"1 t ~11oul d 1:119n p?:..s s t:i.~ 11:.01:.ong Jek on t o Bokkos , 

com:;i l ete 'J i th interpreter i f the Jek couldn ' t s :pe:1k R. on . 3 Salt 

.:-rori. ~i ch g, 1-•ras obta i ned i n Bokkos tor t~1e gC>8.ts ·~nd h orse s . This 

'03. l t was t a ken bee ck to Shonon .c; 1T"io r;0 ld. it t o ?_i.1n or settlements 

c~.---r.e from t he neighbouri_n .q- ethnic ,0C1J.D .. 1~m.on;: t~e Bi rom sHch 

·:-sJ.3.ti on sh ips ~•.rere freo_uent , f or e:~-9.rip}e G:,rel ~-;i t h the Iri g :ie , Du 

I n t his i ·l'.ly t r :de routes criss - crossed the pl a t eau ,rith , fo r 

1., It is v ery possible -th :~ t t he~ ]ich~.1 s 2. l t c:l!ne up from the sc;uth 
a very l ikely o r igin bein,; Ke:.ma thirt::;- t wo kilometres n orth 
of t he Benue .. Aside fron this cry:-: t=1.l sa l t , po t ash 1-ras 
wi dely used on the pl a te.:.tu bej.ng pro~1uced fro;1 t:.,_e ashes 
o f the co tton tree poo.s Cu.:r.i er.iodondron oricm t '.:l l e ). 

2. J P? Bachi t , 12/ 2/73, I , p . 237 . 

3. J PP Yoh·J.nnn Sun j wnn , Bolckos , 12/ 5/73, II , p . 89 . 



:Beai .. in;:; i r: Li nd the socl :..LL exehan~;e i n (n,rter , it mey De us eful 

evident i n t~.e 

T'J. 81 :L fied by stat i ng that they varied. t }:.:'ou;I1 ti m?. , tha.t is, 

~s the social a s:0ects of t h e exc:hcTi ;5·e ; h o~.-rev e::- t hese ~.;:pecif i c so ~ial 

e:-:: ch -::-ng·es2 do not enter i n to 1:1h 8-t is cons5_dered h ere t o have ·bee-ci 

numerous no pul:,_t.ion 
Because of "th0ir L t:--:e 3:i. i:-om a p})ear:·e d to h e.v e '1.~_,::. t h e 

Ho:pk l ns , o -c1. c5.t . , p . 53 , }):).i:rits out th~1t tf'. i s soc :i. a . .1 e:-:ct":2.n ,;;e 
whether fo;:- a s h ow of sx t -~'.!.V:J.(:,·ance or a. s pecific 2;::·.·:·2r .~"!Y 
to obtain a \·Jif e occurs i :.--1 ·v:L ::~•t.1.J. '.:.lly a.11 s o c iet ies . 
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::-o,·e plentiful froo them. It shoul::1 be ::o intcd out '.t ·.:::in th::.t 

::,,_ ,'ie::tmd , &l. l t ar,d horses :1ere more esse:r; ti'll than the c·3.p'ci ves and 

:~:.is l a tter was the i ntermed.ia t e cu:r-rs-r_cy l!se d to obtain t·:.1e o tfl..Gr 

-;-.;o . Being eesil y transported , the t rade in these three commc:l.i ties 

'l:he ~jor exchan ~e appe21--ed to ~'l 'i"'ie been in hor:3es und c:.:..ptives , 

~·:.e ce.;-,tives going north 2.r_d t:'le big ~orses moving- south reple.cin g 

- -, , 0 s,:iall plateau ponies . '!'he Ron :'or ezar:rple ,, in order to obtain 

:-:. big horse , i.-,ould give t;.-ro c 2. 9ti ves to their Birom neig}~bo.ur3 . 

" 0r t 'le t ime t hese ca ptives reac,,ed lC·:'1 11 e nd l·Iiengo they had. b8come 

.:ort!l one big horse e'.1.ch or in °, fe;-; c:J.ses -h;o . It :rould ap pe ·"r tha t 

~:1~ r 1.te was -'3.. function of dist~:·1r~e .. 1:}:e Ron t 'ere ov c"\" seventy 

·-i~_o:1e t res from t!le Irig-1.•re "::!.TI '"1 tr-•\:) 0 did not go dil ... e ctly to tJ:.e 

=: rir,-.. re but Hent through Biro-~ ·n t. e :::·r::1-?diE1.ries . 'l..mon g t he Bi:ro;:i 

1.riJ_l~ges of Shonong , Ben s"9. i , J.nd ? o p ( 3. 11 over f i fty kilonetres 

-··:-or.1 K1-ral l), traders received one !lorse for one c:3.ptive , :,:!1iJ.c in 

-.-•.•:3-n g and Sha, thirty kilome t res or loss from ~he Irigt·:c t:ley rece ived 

t ·.io horses for one captive . 1~ 1he Iri g;-re c ould then trade t :te c ::p tive 

~o Zan 6-on lC:ttab for t ,ro horses :,.n,:: S c'.l t or to Chc.,•nl fo:r· three horses . 

h;:.; :~1orum villag;:3 area a l so r ccei ved l a:·t -e hors es but t hese did not 

::G··:e in abundan ce . Dee pi te Fobur ' s r e l:1 tionship ~-;j_ th the ':.fus:.re 

•.:il l 2.ge s of Kapwi s a nd Ket in the ?0 ::.-u::1 3.rea , }"'lob u r could ~ot 

C' -::-t ·-1in enough horses f r o!:l Bauchi to c 1.~,...ry on a n ~xtensive trade . 



• r:::-,ntt1fli115Zlt-'lifi/KE?ie"'~ 

The horse was ctlso a s ta!1~la::•C:: u.n.it c1 i' ex chc.ng-e ,.,,hen ss.lt W-:'.S 

·_·quired . Al thouf;-h po t a.sh coul be · :::-o .usc:c hy tile bulk o f the 

-~·cin c eneraliza.tions do not ,,;ov0r 2.11 ca.ses . Gyel , for exs:Jple , 

_::-•.::;.-~ei v ed salt from the Iri g-~·JC as d..:..i 1/\•.12J1g , both of wh om we:"'e ' relats-d ' 

-::J tbe Irig;we . ;-io\,rever , thej_ r imrri0c!ia t e nei r.;hbours , KurtJ. an i 7-c=_v,ran , 

·,-:·e both suppli ed by the Hon • 

.Rates in s e_l t trac.e to L:12 ,wrb \:ere less well defined 2J1d 

t:_-~~refore not calcul able . How7;1.rer , t :':.e e;ener a.l trend points to v ery 

f-::.c tors , i ndicate s less rnobil t: ::::; ocieties to the north , ,,;i th t he 

:1 ,j_ded qual ifi cation tha t t h os e -.-,ho wr:!re under the Hausa. emir2.tos had 

1 . ?Igoot was c. grass sack, c~ J_i_nd:ric~.J. in shape, f ifty ce:-it i.met:ces 
long and fifteen ce:-:tii tH-:>trr-:s ~.,ti de . 

2 . Sciortino , g~Q.:.__cit . ' /._ t t':~ ?,..na:. i :'. t!":e South- e ?.st corner, t ~~'?re 
c.re f32. l t "mines ", th~ -:.-.:or-ki ~ :~:s Or~inf:· the monopo l y of t h e:: 
Keax1a Arago. 
be.i.ng· cb.,; -=1!Jer 
30 kilo:natres 
south e,1.st of 
tr2cie , s2e A. 

T1his s ~J_t i s t},:en w:ltiely dj_stributed by t ·::- ~~~df?rs , 
thr1.n irrr-::o~cte'.5. 2:d. t .' _p . 21.i.. ~<2~n a i~ ;.:, to ·-.-t!. 
north o :" t110 3(._:nue ~d.ver an0. '-~5 kiloIT:-3 t ::-es 
Lai'ia .. ;_;10 .::.-::- ·i~i:-:i e :{te:r2.si v e :3enue lowl ~1ds 3.:::..1 t 
Adefu:yc , lf}.~e2.~12. : ;:.'i":r.; Gift of ~~al t n 2.:-~d _'\ . G .. 

Unoma.h " Salt Production 8.ncl r~1 ·:..:·,::,,C~e in Awe U.l str.ict in t he 
Nineteenth cc~ntury ," :Cenu-.=? -:_r::,} l •::y :Project P2.11ers , 
llumbers 13 2.r:d 9 res:p2ctively . 
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·":o r e e x t ensive con-ne rcia l con t a ct s t o tf!o ea st , ;.•e:-:;t and nort h due 

De spi te the de t a i l r el -'?. t,:;d .'3: :;-c v,:; on long d is t ance t r 1.de , in te rnal 

r_;o::.r: odi ty within the villa .::'2 - beir.. ; · exch:m ; -e tl ~·o:· 1:-:bour or eth e r 

:; i gD of v;eal th as \-rell a s the ma in cu ::r ency in o ·:.:,t2 i ning a wi fe . 

l1orse could b e used in mar r i&{P bu t the s e we :c-0 sc::;. rce s-:.nd g-o 3. t s 

• .. J. to be include d in s1-<ch an exc h.:;_,,,;2 f or t h e ,1.o r ;:;e t o be a cce p t:.:. ble . 

::;03.ts appear to hs.ve been 1-1ide::.-,~:-cea.cl e.s a 1 s m-:1.ll ch? . .n :-;e ' un it , an 

c·::-i .j ect which ·wen t a long ~•ii t h ~he n1.;J or tra de ob j e c t: to incr ease 

:.: !10 value o Palm oi l ,:.1.:1.s a tra de ob je c t ob t a i ned by Ga shish from the 

.~'U pe ople who lived fifte en kiJ.omdres s outh - ;•,es t of Gash ish . 1 

-~o:1pe r was r 3. re but it di d appe •.1. :r i :r_ t h e n orthe rn 3iron o.reas . 'l:·his, 

:.•o::- th e most pe. rt , c 0.me fr o:n th e I :t"ig;•.1e . Farth e r n or th t he Rukuba 

•Sci or tino , QI?_. ci t ., r ;~; orn.e of' th9 ::..'"'iC'." f;3 t oil p[{lEl ar-0-1.s 
9. rc si t u~ted a J.onr, t ~c~:= br oken c o:..;~ try near t he i'o o t of t he 
Bauchi Pl a teau , s u ch as .\:ru Dis -tr:'... ct ne:.r Jem1. 1 ::i . r p . 2 .. 

J PP La ri .\kusu , Za gun , 18/1/74 , III , p . 185 . 
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fi tted to t heir n eeds . Surplus ·,-r ?.in nlus vt:?.r c Ei.pt :L1res · .. -e:.--c 

s:i l t pro:t:.o ted i ts h2al th . '=~-:e 01; l~ sic:.e rin g of sc t t l e rae::;t::, , e:-: cluding 

ethr..ic gTOJ.}.~s l :.ke t he J er2 ::\:---_,-; -'.:~-i_ e !1ulruba did not s eem to benefit 

r:reJ.tly by their i ndiY"ect e t...-.~rd..c cont a cts wi t h the em.ir2.t-2s clC::S :f) i -:e 

t£1e connectJ.ons of t!le Ruku.bs. -.~:L t h the ?iti n.nri t:t.e Jere ·:i:i.th t :.1.e 

·1lso rebelle d i n this c 3-se .?.·"'.-.:tn ~t Ze.ri-3. , but the;r ::ere no·: econ om.ice.11:r 

i sol ated i:i Kekon ~-.rh ich t h9~' r.·.~.d occupied to avo id. recon,~ue:J t . 

:'-Ii lita ry Relo. tions 

societies th~1t ·was most e!npha si z c-d in color:ial. 1i t e~:.>-3.. tv.r.-~. 

should be borne in mi nd th·~t nili t).::•:r relations ~dc re :'.iret ,2.~:c..:.:her 

been m:?..de of the sett lin g o±' in t 1;:~rn2. l dis put es in a vil L-.::~;e :.:.s ~-:e ll 

as t he 1-:ider ran:;--e of inter - vill'1,:."2 '1!"'_'._ d. i nter - e thnic d i 3 pv_;.:r-.:s . 
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--n.:: .. :~re on t he socia 1 org2niz2. tion o~· th-; vill -')_ .~ . 

1s ho.s b9en pointed 01)_t , t~v3:::--e ~re :·e t 1•10 t:rpcs of ' ~r~r ' , the 

:·o·,'T1S!: . They ~-:oa1d line u r: ~)ou.t t •.-:2n ty to fifty Y:?..rds fro:1 t he 

,; ;1 P.;ny and fire t'.1cir missiles . rihf? ~-;inner wculd be t::-i2 side tha t 

· .. ··:.:·.ri.ors we:ce J::j_lled . The b:ittle :'"'or· 12, tion C(D.ite often vari ed 

'. cc; crding to the p:rope~sity of a vj_ll ,..:.. _c-;-2 to fi '~~:'rt . :?or exa r:1pJ.o , 

cc rt.r·ibuted to the res pect tha t t ht2;::-:e villa ges h 3.d in matters of ua. r . 

not includ inio- the :S'orum ,rea to 1.",e em t '' :"_ -: t he vil J. ~_ 0 -e of 



155 

T'·:o tt . 

'; 2 u:; ed or mo r e o f ten g c,ve the 2,uthori t y to the i,eroes t o ;cl '.in 

: ~1e bat t le . It u :1s t o t he pri est - ~~ie f th!:1.~ t:1e cr2dit for 

~:2 :received the::1. :1t 
2 

times n e-:,.r '.he 'nttbfield 

-t'::.e necessa ry ritue. l . .,,i tl1 t!10 elde T.3 ther e . 

A ~,rord should be said h R ~e o-f' the heroes , 

':nd 

:•1s not only one 11ho ':ras brave tut ?.lsc one ,:'10 h ~.-l rn o:i c -::o-·ers 

to 9.ppear in the midst of t h ,3 e:1.e:::.:; '1-r.-~~ slay tho~ e ·1.:rcvnd hi:".1 

1 .. Rin i n t h i s aspe ct o f thci:- oral hi3tory ai::peJ .. i-·ed to be :::ore 
intere sted i n their lone st-;.n'.'l.i.~. -- - disuu·~e -:-.~·i. th -~iyori. . 
By the l '.ite 1800 1 s 2 iyom h 'cli lo:~t :nu.eh of its pres ti ,;e ,;,nd 
Him was the najor mili t :try b~:.st io~ . In the t .;er.-ti,::ttl ce_:~:;_:_ry 
Riyom wa.s m:1.de the centre of t he ~ irO!l!. 3. ~_;::l i L o.nd :.l i m is stil l 
i n Ri yom di::.trict , 3.nd 1t...YJ.de1-- t h-2 dis·~rict c :.1.~it'll of ~:i.:/0:~1 . 



s i mil-1 r soci:-11 pre2:;;u.1·e to keep _;..:h -: ir r1.ili t·.- r,y p o:1er in check . 

Tr,us, th2y were not allm·;ed t o t2.1':e ".)0:1er in the co"lmuni t y hy 

custor:1 or by force . It sl,ould be rsin t ed out here that these 

pl e. teau societies ue:re not subject to such ' ince ss-:J.nt warfare ' 

·1cros s kinshi n lir_es . In t s~ - e t.0.n ic 1•r8.rfare , BJ_ though see::1ir .. P;"l .Y 

of ind.ivi.C.u?. J societ:Les is e:c:.--:--j .red . Ties of 1'::i r: -'3.n --l cul t i...1 :re 

nee,ce f ully reso lved ::1ore dif3 !)V.t~s th3.l1 did uarfa.re . 

Conclusion 

J.s the pla tea u societies en. tered the t t.'en tie th century , 

the y he_d ad.3.pted sufficient ly in the f::i ce of tJ--1e forces arc-und them 

to repel or absor1) :iny ele:-:1e~-t th~it entered their terrain . Hy 

no means i solated , t hr::?se vj 11 'L ':"B chiefdo!ns and se f;rnen t a ry societies 

1:1ere inter- conne cted by ri t1:i2.1 , t:r.::1de .:1n'1 marri9. .'3'e , such bonds 

a l so extending at tine s b0yond the 1)Ll t eau. '.:'hese bonds , 

i n a vill :? .. c,e ' s re l at ions with its n9i:::-hbours . 

s,h_bil i ty in the vill ,.":e ,·rith du.be:.1 ~.ccorded to the cleservine; 

;i 
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elders or cl an heads . It was such 2_ st ructure that provided 

fy,: a resistance to the hostile enirates around them - to the north , 

eas t and west - without endeagerin;,- 2 social system that a l lowed 

2r, absorption of stray f2,milies , cl c" ns or even whole groups fro!"'! 

2Y_o ther area . 

To re_pel militari l y was the "'.' ""'i rr:~ ·7 means of res istance . 

-:~o ·,.:ev2r , quite ';f t en a v illa5e mi ,=/nt sir:rpl y absorb an incoming 

r~~"'.'oup that s ou ::::;!:t refuge . 1,{'1en nei_·-l}1e:r resistance nor assimilation 

;;orked , a21other course would have to be a dopted. The British 

could neither be f i nally resisted nor assirdlated. Their aITi v a l 

i!"' ti-ie first decade of the h1entieth century was a new phenomenon . 

~_]_ though i nvasions from the :nlains h2.d occurred before_,, t he rapi d 

'J,•ii;ish conquest of the plqteau usiri5 their milita.ry superiority 

()D ened a new ch2.pter i n Fl a t eau history . Little i n the pe.s t history 

o f the pl a t eau peoples prepared t h~,m to deal with t hese newcomers . 



_______________ .,, __ ~FWW]Tflt · 'JiW1 

CHAPTER IV 

THE BR T'i.1I SH i"IILI'rARY INVAS"'.' 0tl CF '1"-IB J 0S 
PLA'l'EAU AND PLf{l'EAU RESISm A''"C E _[j_902-1906) 

In the l ast qu arter of t he ninete 2nth cen t ury , when the ,Jos 

~:.t e:?~u peopl es were successfully defe:1d ing themselves agai nst the 

""-'.cis of Bauchi , Za ria 221d the Hingi , a new i m:oerial force was 

' l" - ~< 1 ·o'.:solidating its position in southern , 1 0 ec~a . 3y the end of the 

>'~. tu.r.'r , this n ew British fo rce , wi t"c1 the aid of a large trading concern -

2 Compa."ly - had defeated her commercial competitors 

i'.'c the ' scrambl e ' for commercial and political power i n t he lower and 

::. '.. ci i le Ni ger. The Briti sh then pren "crcd to move northward and conquer 

. " f0rc e what was to become the :Protectorate of Northe rn Ni ger.ia . 

'I'he occupation of this p ro tectorate - for the raost part governed 

the Sokoto Caliphate - was left t o the newl y appointed High Corn.11issioner, 

cir Frederick Lugard . Deta ils of t :1 i.s conquest are of no concern 

~. ere ;i,nd can be found e lsewhere . 3 For the :rmrnoses of this thes i s , 

't is i mpor t ant to learn what interest th-2 Jos Pl ateau held for these 

:.:evaders , what were the i rrL'llediate e f f ects of the British i nvasion and , 

For ba ckground on this area sec : Anene , J.C . , Southern Ni g-eria 
i n Transition 1885- 1906 , 1966 ; Dike , K. 0nwuka, '.i'rade and 
Poli ties in the l:i i g-er :Q.~l ta 1830-1885 , 15)56 ; Flinf;'"John-E. , 
Sir Geor,q-e Goldie and t he Makini:; of ;,)i i:reri 8. , 1':)60; 
J ones , G. I., The Tradin5 States of the Oil Rivers , 1963 . 

2. Flint, Q.P_:_cit . ; Anene , Q_~it . 

·i . AdeJ. eye , on . c.i.t ., uas sim ; Huffet , D. J. M. Concer nin D" Brave 
Captai;s , 1964. 



.·,_::2.l ly , what mea.Yls of resistaric e did the pl ateau peo ·pl e s empl oy to 

~,;::. : 'i: ta in what they had defend ed so z ealously thro ughout the ninete enth 

>",tury , in the face of the J ihadists . 

The Ni ger Company pl aye d a direct role i n t he rapidity with whi ch 

: ' 2 J os Plateau was rea ched by 3ri tish forc es , a1 though t he con'}ues t 

1:1,e J os Pl a t eau as part of the Northern ;Jigeria. Protectorate was 

:r,ev i tabl e . The company was attracted to :'o:::-t"'ern Ni geri a and , spec i:ical l~r , 

:·:c Jo s Pl ateau , by the abundance of t in ore tha.t was thought to be t "wre • 

. -:'r:-~e 1887, agent s of the Royal Ni ge:::- Compa.'1y had been obtaining t i n ore 

B h . Em' -'- 1 d t t· t . tt t . t f . d -'-h f --cir:i auc l i race an , a ne same 1:ne , a emp 1ng o 1n c . . e source 

JI° th is mi ne r al . 2 '.I'hi s trade was never r eally pursued by the compa.rty , 

::ir" to the problems of transport be t'.-1een L bi and Bau c h i, the troubl e s 

~-'"-uch i was having wi th its rebel l ious a reas , and , mos t i mportantly, the 

" 0 .n id fal l i n the p r i ce of tin on t he world market . I n 1899 , the 

'.o:'al Ni g er Co:!ipany ch'lrter was r evoked by t he British Governme!1t , 

"o •.-1ev,:,, r , Sir George Goldie , 3 the company chairman , did not relinquish 

':"e i•J i ge r Company ' s mineral right s . He obtained a half share of al l 

1,~neral r oyal t i es collected by the British in Northern Ni ge:::-ia and , 

in t his wa.y , fre e d the compa.ny of ::my risks in wha t wa s considere d 

a specu l ative vent1lre in an u nkno 1m area . 

With s t rong pres s ure f rom the Niger Company in Lon do n for 

Zweifel to Royal Niger Com:iany , London , April 13 , 1887 
Extracts from Co a s t Let t ers r e New Products ( Collection of 
United Africa Compa.riy , U. A. C. :Buil di ng , l.ondon). 

::i . Calvert, A. F., Ni geri a and Its Tin Fields, London , 19 10 , p . 1L, . 
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:·--::·ospccting licences , Lug2.rd quickly 8-rafted 2- mi neral ordi nance for 

-_,ort hern Fi Geria in 1902 . The :British prospecters virtuaJ.l:,, shad0\-1ed 

the British mili tarJ forces into For th ern l'ii geri a for , less t l1an 

-,; .. •o months after the f all of J3auc,-1i "_.':n ir2_te in Fecruar.y 1902 , a. 

~--,lning expt:di tion was i n Keff i on i -: s u2.:,r no:cth . 'l.1h e locc:.tion of the 

-;; i:1 deposits ·.,;a s soon narrowe d do',·i'.", "co t he area around Badiko 

( twenty- five kilor:-1e t:res north- co..s t of ::ara.guta) a:1d rich alluvial 

d.e~Jo2 i ts were f ound by l~ iger azents i n t!l.e Delimi Riv er , 

~ne first atter;ipt a t a penetration of t h e Jos pl ateau by the Europeans 

was made , significant l y , by a t i n ·::::-os:s;ector . In 1902, TI . C. Hicolaus 

o :" t:ie Hi ger Comp,u1y followe d t he Jel i a i River u pstream to look for 

·1i " ;e,r,, l deposits . He r eached t he Laza val ley 1 a"ld t '--,e no r th- east 

-:d,ie of the plateau . Here he t u:rned back , deterred by the Afus are and 

;~n;::.(SU ta e.wai t ing him or as Laws pu t.s it "by pagan horsemen mas s e d on 

tl".e crest of the :F'l a.t 'l'opped Hill and silhouetted against the 

~et t ing sun . n2 

On his return to London with his sampl es , i t was found that this 

hi gh grade ore wou l d .fetch 173 pe:r· ton -,,1 ithout smelting . I t was so 

f're e o f metalli c impurities that it coul d be purified by washing. 

::vcn mining in a rou gh manner 2nd with a l ack of easy trQlls 1iort to the 

j_ger- :Benue riv er s the ' possibilities and c a.na_bilities are great . 13 

-icolaus t he:1 a dvi sed the Hi ger com:,iany to wait un t il the country was 

1 . 1-Ia.za was a s ecluded vall ey h ea vily .farmed by the ,\naguta . 
JPP A-riaguta 13/7/73 , III ~:: . 27 . 

2 . Vitor ia , J . L ., op . cit ., p . 104 . 

3 . Annual Report s : Northern Nigeri a 1900-11 l:o . 409 , 1902, p . 128 . 
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a nore settled condition them at ·or·ese:1t, because f oT the t ime oeine; , 

a ttemp t was being made to subdue tho se high l a nds . 1 Sc,u-borougr-. , 

r,o·,1ever , felt that su'.:h a del ay was not necess P.ry , and in 1903 s ent 

further expedition under H. ',/ . Laws , this ti me t o actually set up 

viab l e minin ~ c~ncern on t ~e Jos Plateau . 

It is esser.tial , however , to look a bit !:lore closely at t :ie 

r ; -:; ish presense in Bauchi , and how the re s ul t3"'1t expectatio:1 o f the 

- i:: iri iners to ::-a:::iC. c.ccess to t :le tin :'ields affected the pl2.te au . 

, :--! o::-rler toga.in a clear perspective o f :British militariJ policy , 

~~qteau resistance and how t hese two f orces affected the Jos Pla teau , 

·1 i'lUmbS>r of the military expeditions tc, -!;he plate 'l.u will be examined 

:i} lo •,1 . DJ.e to the differing int erest ,;roups, these expeditio:1s can be 

~ 7 ac<s ifi ed i nto t i-, ree categories ; Bri -::ish covernment e xpansion , tin 

' " ';0rests and ccrnsolidation of t:ie conquest. These cat egorie., c annot 

l •e separated from each other, as 8'()vernment and tin mining interests 

·,p:•_v often coincided . Al t11oug:.\.-i t'"!e 13rit-ish militar~,,,- a cti.on in thP. 

·:' i J :.i.~;es they vi s ited will b e ?T:entio:v.ed , stress must be laid on the 

,en0tion of these vi l lages t o t h e intruders , the r,re senee or absence 

"~ rcili tant r esistar>c e and the short term effect on the vi llag-es . 

'"e Geeds of change wil l thus b ? obse r ved , when and where they fe l] 

i r, t 'ie i nitial stages of Bri t i s}1 uresence on the Jos P1atea11 ; 2.::d +' vr:e 

'') " · term effect of these ch,?..'1 ges c ar. th '?'1 b e dealt w:i t h in 12.t'"r ch;cipters . 

'loyal Ni ger Company Papers , 1888- 30. Rhodes House , MSS Afr . 
s . 85 . Proceedings of t he 2Jrd Ord.ina1:1 Gen.e r a l Vieeting 
July 17, 1903 , p . J. 
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Initially , t h e most obvious nspect to tJ,,:, plat r,a'.J peo'.)le s o.f 

t >e Bri tish expansion onto the Jos Pl a teau ,,as the way in '.hic h it 

:·ollowed the pattern of the jihadist force s of t:ie nineteenth r.entury . 

"·''.s ed i n Zari a a.nd B,q_uchi, ·.: i th ~:i c;erian s:) l.iders and usually .0 ·uirled 

b~: a Hausa na:1 , the Briti s h forces aI,1t>2a:-ed to the 1:1lateau !-)'::'ov:L e s 

y et another a.li en invader in the S 2.D '~ -:::=1-t t e ~n 2.s the century 

~:0!~~1uests , not for the gooci of the e mi ?.·a tes , but fo:.i::- themselves a.Dd , 

l ?.ter , for th.e t in miners . }1 or the Jo:" Plateau neopl es , t h is r:1e an t 

.f:n1r years of 3ri.tish expansionist exp8<Li·~ions as well as a. series 

nf follow- up expeditions to ' consoli d ?.te ' wh2, t had been co:eq_ue .red. .. 

Soon after the submission of E.~.-J. ch i to the Lower Bornu .BX."9edi tion 

,: i,der Col. T. L . Morland on Fe bruary 15 , 1902 , Resident C. L. 'i'ernp l e 

:1"' g-an to reach beyond the city t) l ands that lay within and wit"'-out the 

cnirate . His first sortie southwest•.Hrds met the J arawa people of 

Dass who were independent of emirate contro l . 2 Re sent messengers to the 

chiefs informing them t hat ' t ho white man came as a fri end ' a.n.d t'1"-t he would 

oe pleased to receive them. 3 The results of Temple ' s efforts were not in 

the least encouraging , as he rec eived a reply which he considered 

'.'r om the chief of one of the ,J?rm-12. vi lla{;\?S of Dot . One of the 

1, JPP Forum village, 14/1/73 I, p . 1/.i , 

2 . NAK SJ\lP 15/1 Ace . 38 J3auch:i Re,:ort February 1902 . I<'L·. 6 in 
--the back cover envelo:Je s"'-ows the areas aff ected by t:w 

Briti sh eX)'ledi tions . 

J . Ibid . 
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.: :--;e men to wor~ 0:1 the fort in :Baucf':i , and ~~1e mpl e , with such 

c ~·,r;ouraging si :3.n s was op timistic . ' I think that I shall be able 

:_~:;-"ortly to ad.mi r..ister the whol e of the ?agQ.n district to the .S .. 'd. 

r:: :" 13 2.uchi without resorting to puni : i ve expeditions . 1 

Bar ely t 1t10 months after Bauchi 1.-1as taken , t 'ne tin prospectors 

:-.. -;-~ ~J2 t)7J.!1 to arrive . Despi te t he r s. i ns Hh i ch inh i bited pros_9ec ting , 

·,e~T:--:le felt it n -2 cessary to invest.i 5·a.te the south- west corner of 

,:1;, chi emirate az1ew where t he 'J ines were mos t lik ,:ely to be . Ri s 

-~ :11. _y rer,ort on t h is area 'das that it · ·:~s hos tile; however , this 

.~c:'!munication he l arge l y di scounted as he had h ear d the same aoou t 

/_,, Dass peopl e and they ' hav e-, ne2-r:L y all come in. •2 If they were 

.. (}r-;t ile , however , Tenple wou ld have to ca:.'ry ou.t hi s oper ati ons quite 

.. _, ickly b ecau se he real i zeci that the miners wo;ilci wish to co mmence 

_: ro s pecting when the rainy s eaf:~0:1 was over . He had clearly t aken 

_ "-- upon himself to as s i st the mine ~s • . .,r _-i. th a plan t o :;r(·ovide a. guard 

,£' f ifty men and a Hh i t e offi c er :. f nec essary for their prospec t ing 

,,z,, edi tions . A tour wa s probably in order to assess the new a r ea but 

-:-, arEJ.ed escort was obvi ously beyond ·0ernpl e ' s r ,is:,ionsibiJ.i ty and 

~'-r;·::.rd note ci to Temple t hat ' the on l y reasons y ou should be in the 

: :·ospecting area is to meet ~.1..badie ,:=t~ci I·'.ason , not to t our for the 

. c·:.ispectors ' and a ga i n , ' Clearly u:nderste.nd that you are not responsible 

,c their s afety. Their risks are t hrsir O \·ID once you hav e war:i.ed thern . 13 

1 . ~! AK SUP 15/1 Acc. 39 :Bauchi 2enort April 3 , 1902 . 

c: . I bid . 

J . I bid . 
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'l'emple begar. his tour of tl:is uncon rc u ered ar e a b.Y going to 

consolidate Da ss and, in fact , had nlans to secure t he whole of the 

1 
hill country . He met the chief of Dot and f elt he was ' a very ser,sible 

ch i e f who I thirLk would be the man to m21<:e chief of all the hills 

if that shoul d prove feasible .' 2 Already 'l'emple was l ooking be,Yo:1d 

t '·.e local chief to a ruler over a ·dider area of jurisdicti on . This 

,,,, 2.rch for paramount chi efs on t he nla t eau wa.s to continue throughout 

.:i:2 whole period of this stud,Y , for it was a basic part of the Bri ti sh 

u·1l ic,Y of Indirect Rul e . From the Dot Jarawa he extrac t ed t he promise 

of non-interference with travellers , free t rade and no cattle raids 

or, the Fula.rii . He then returned to Bauchi . 

By the fourth week in Ap:ril 1902 , headinc a patrol of forty 

soldiers , Temple was on his WD.Y to t he south- west again , this time 

no t to ' tour for the miners ' but to furthe r expand Bri t i sh :i.m·1-11 e,nce 

~n the Bau chi emirate . He proceeded to Lirue- n-Delma on April 25 , 

,,;here he was told that an ethnic grou p in the hills close by , called 

~he Jengre , had taken two J.,u.13.T'.i slaves . 3 They described the J e::igre 

(actual ly Jere ) as cattle raiders and highwaymen , a charge which the 

Jer e willingly accepted. 4 Temple , or • r.,ogon La'llba ' as he was known 

":' the pl a t eau people, sent for the chiefs of the vi.11 2.~es i n the rocks. 

;~_:,ga and Gusu, both aubordinat r'?s of B2,uchi, readily ea.me a nd most 

nro babl y received a display of European f irepower which we.s a c orru,,or 

1 • I bid. 

NAK SNP 15/1 Acc . 40 Bauchi Report , April -June 1902 . 
I bid . Report on tour of April 22 t o May 21 , 1902 . 
J PJ: 'l'o cha Fadu , Jere, 18/7/73 , TV, p. 86 . 
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~:·ocedure when t he British arrived .ir. a new villa.ge area . It was 

t ,.:is exhibition tha t so fri ghtened t he small groups of Limo:ro and 

1 Ksirn.ma t hat they r e fused to come d01m to meet the European . The 

el ders of Chokobo had a lready pr ed icted h is ?.rrival by their conta ct 

,., j_ +,,-, Sanga , who i n tii rn obtained t'1e informa tion be c ause of t he i r trade 

~nd. tri bute contact with Bauchi . 

Sanga s ent word to Jere tha t t0ey shoul d not f i 0h t , and Templ e 

'.' ":-: t a messenger t o t ell the Jere ch i e f tha t he ('Per.-rple) wished to 

vis it his town. The messenger was sent away . Th e J ere obviously 

,.1c,re not going to allow a force that h2.d proceed.ed from Bauchi, t he 

c0"_tre of hostil e actions t owards t hem i n the p2.s t, to come to ,J ere 

wi -thout a struggl e . 

Moving into t he u plands , 'fom:, J. e wen t through S2.ng·a to Gusu . 

1 c wa s in Gusu ti-1at he made the first no l i tic al chenp;e in trad:L t ional 

r1 1re rnment , a change that woul d be repeated .in other s et tl ements on 

":'··? plateau. As he was pro ceeding to t he area of Gu su , the head o f 

?bo , a man call ed Tukuru me t a nd '!'empl e and his f orce set u p 

:,2m1J near his compound. Dukuru was then made the 912:,1omo of Gusu 

1 " " d R .. 2 ~': t t l ement, whi ch was TTI2.de u u of two c ans , .. ,oo an imJ . • From here, 

"C?cnpl e agai n sent a messa 0e t o the .J n.re , which was i 0n ored . His :p-cesence 

' ~ Gusu was already well kno-.-1, fo r tr.e n, J.ders of .Jere who normaU y 

·,,·,oc iated with the Gusu e l der s h ad c:ci.'!'.'ri.ed the rie•ils to Jere . 3 

:-"''Surnably, they also caTr.ied back i :-1 formation about t h e Europec!n 

J P? Limoro villap;e 20/7/73 , IV , n . 101 . 
'.) J PP Gusu village 21 /7 / 73 IV , D . 117 . See Chapter II. p . 77 . 

'3 . ;!.l'.f J ere vill age 23/7/73 IV , u . 138 . 
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·.,eanons tha t had been displayed in S,t:'l,'Za , but thr-, ,l ere do no t 2.:J1;ear 

+o :1av e been pa.1:ticul a rly i mnr essed . 

Being thus forewarned , the J ere c a:rre out to meet the }3ri t i:,:1 

:·orce which had left Gusu and was a uriroachin g their set tlemer.t . In 

t '~cee groups of two to three :1u.ndred eac'i , t:1e mount ed Jere adV.'l.."cCPd 

-:.n ,-.:,,., f l ank ing mov-:?me::it on the tish for·c e . A f ew shot s were fired 

>u. t t~e se we;::e '!rot eriou?h: to di ssuade t:l.e ,Jere advnnc e . Consequentl y , 

;:;::t-:)1e ' s force reti.reO. to a r i dge 2.n:i sCHTnenced voll ey firing ~t 

t/':e t wo grou_p s in t }~e front unti l t'.'1~y C0g-an to disperse . T!1en. , t urn i ng 

t!:~ir guns eastwards , the same procedure was followed until t he 

th i r d rtrou.p retired . 1 Temple re ::iorts that the numbe r of Jere killed 

·.;r-, s sixty- five , which i t should. be noted ,,;as a mass ive number of 

;;,_su2.l ties wben com:riar ed to t1--:e c asual ties of the Bauchi raids a.~.d 

.in ter - ethnic warfare that had previously ta.k en n1 ace . 2 

'I'he fol l owing day , t he Br.itish fo:-:-ce advanced on .Jere vil1 2.7e . 

l"h ey met sor.1e r es istance , which they dispersed to the caves 2...:.'"ld rocks , 3 

""'lo. the Ugwomo ' s house and s eve:-:-el houses in t:ne village wer e bur nt . 

• 1owever, Temple did not f e e l he had done enou,o;h and f eared tl-<2,t 

a,i:y l eni ency h e mi ght have shown ' would c ertainly be construed by 

the natives as a sign o f fe2.r.J.', desp i te the f a ct th,, i; the ,Tere l,2.d 

:-:r:attered to their c aves in trr, '.-;est and a.s fc1r south as Gm:·:'.'l:u:: , t o 

'.·,.ke shelter fro m the i nvasion . 'l'hus , 'l'emple returned aga'L n 

1 . NAX SNP 15/1 Acc . !;O oo . c i t . 
;:> . See Chapter II. .£:.'lSsi_r_f! . 

3. EAK SNP 15/ 1 Acc . J,O .2Jl · cit . 

Li . Ibid. 



t 'i e nex t day a.rid burned mo:::-e comno'md s of the .Jere until the 00wom') , 

""2scunu , c2~-ne t o t hem. From him, 'Pemnl C? demanded the f:'.!§:.~~l (lfai 

'l?.'.,aki), who wa s considered not only t he i nstigator of :c-esista.nce b1.1t 

21. so a horse thie f . This l atter epithet obviously car'.le from biased 

'\1 12.n i sources in Lerui- n-Delma . It is nerha ps s ienificMt that 

,-,~"lnl e relates th:c,, t the J ere ' -pag2..'! ' 'has encroac~.ed u pon the 

t e:~ritory of the Fulani ', 1 an .i ncorrect observation, considering the 

01:·i.p;in of t he J ere and their at tem:its to survive in the hills free 

:·rom the suzerainty of Bauchi or za-cia . ·Templ e a.lso appeared 

·: ·e a tly surprised by t he r esistance to the Brit ish, stating: 

Hy experience at Jengre /jer!!_l has shown me that one 
cannot count on always taking the natives in a 
reasonable frame of mind and I consider thcc t an 
e scort of twenty-five so l diers , some of t hem Rausas 
is required to enable the l(e sident to travel in 
safety in any part of t hi s Province . 2 

Temple moved his forces t o Ti1den Fulan i and to Gusti g , an 

,.fusare settl emen t in the Shere Hi l ls , where he met no r es i stan ce. 

It is likely that Templ e made contact with the Ana5-uta at this time . 

',.'hey l i ved i n the western sec t ion of the She re Hills and cl aimed that 

"'Prnpl e came from the north .J 'rhe A.naguta cl a im that they never 

fo u.c:·h t him as t hey had heard the L'uropean was 'very strong'. 

:'r e s maably, rumours of his ' streng th ' may have come f r om Gurrum, a 

·1i·11e Ge r e lated to t he Anaguta , a 'Gd t o ,,,,h i c h the Jer e had f l ed afte:r 

'P-rnnle • s invasion o.f Jere . Se eds of change we re agai n in troduced 

1 . Ibid. 

2 . Ibid . 

J . :U'E Anaguta , pass~, pp . 1-56 . 
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1 C:'! ief 1 of the A.1viag-1..1ta . Althouzh A:l r2>m2 '.-: a s a Pozo Gbou a"ld had some 

,,.]aim to traditional authority , a chief had been made whe re there 

'n(~ been no chief be .fore . 1 The _:'~ri~]Jor clan mentions that the Europeans 

::>· t :'iabel of Anabor as well as )5er:ce 2.:--d ' gave t hem both clot:1. ' 

·•..,_: s was in later years to beco ,u, ':":e na.~or source of conflict. 

- -~> wever , in 1902 it was nei t h~r r eco sn:i. zeci , nor even noticed, by the 

2.:J. t~ori ty throug·h whom to rule. 

Temple tl,en moved on to :1:ladiko wnere Ajang , chie f of Fobur 

( ·-,.;1 Afusare s e ttlement), met hi::i c,.nd swore allegia..'1ce to the white man 

:.·obur was already paying tribute to Ilauchi at that time. 2 Templ e 's 

0 7'. ly source of anxiety among +;',e Afusare were the people of Shere 

·,·i 1lage, who had defeated a ,iiha.d i.st force from Bo.uchi before t he 

·,-~i tish arrival. 'remple sent a policeman to Shere villa.ge for 

the purpose of comraanding the chief to appear before him. Fobur ha.d 

re:oorted tha t Shere had been taunting Fobur with charges of coward.ice 

fo r no t fighting the white man . '.I'ern-,:i le thus determined to do 

battle with Shere as soon as Captai n Honck-Mason ' s forces were available . 

:Jy this action, he would su·bdue the peoy>les of the northern and north 

P2.s tern edge of the pl ateau . 

After receiving word tha t the policeman he s ent had been killed , 

r,,1~i-ilR sent to ~onck-lfas on3 for reinforcements . Those tmms 

1. JPP Jatau Tunu, Andoho cl an , Anaguta, 1Li/7/73, III, p. 40. 
2. JPP Aware Sha , Fobur, 11/1 2/73, V, p . 68 . 

3.. Monck- Nason ' s fo.rc r-:s !18.d. :: .. Lr~-:: ~\ :.J · t;·1 1_:-. :~.rr i ; resence f e l t wi th a 
t.in mining expedit i on . See below Chapter IV . pp. 172-1 7!1 . 

I 
I 
ij 
I 



J 7 :::oady visi ted in the a:!'.'ea , Ar1aguta , Bu ji , Fobur and Gust i g i rnmoctia t ely 

.-::· :1t message s affi:.!:"mi ng their suOserv i ence to the Bri t i sh and conde r.1ning 

:i::ere ' s action . On the 27th of Ha,1 , Eo:-i ck- lfason arrived with sixty 

3:. 12iers 2.11d this force advanc e d on Shere acco,n:pa.'lied by Dr . Lewer , 

t in prospector . As was later ·to hap=1en in Ga.via1.-ruri, the young men 

.' c. e red at t '.'1.e we a pons of the white ,:;12;1 a_'1d Temple felt that 

' a les son must b e driven hone f or tlce 'J . ' T'he village was burnt and 

c: reported one hundred an:l thirtJ men wer e kille d and as Lugard pu t s 

i. t ' as i s t he custom of the pag-2~ns , t ~--iey 2.bTeed that we were t !1e 

.:;•=-on,;er a.rid c ame in and made s •.1br:1:'. ssion . 12 T'ne expedi tion then 

J.:··Jceeded via t~'ie newly acq__uired D2.ss , back to 32.uchi . 

Jus t as in t he nineteenth cent;ry , hosti l e fo:!'.'ces were wending 

:~~_.~ ir ,..,a;y from Zari a and parts of thG ZaI'ia emir2.te tow2.rds the 

.:es t ern s i de of the pl ateau . J:n IIarch 1902 , Li eutenant R . P . Nicholson 

l ·cd a forc e of t wo hundred and : ifty r ank and file :i.nto the southern 

:'...:a·:::·ia ewirate agai nst t he previously unco~1quered Kaje 2..nd Kadara 

;ieoples . He arro gantly noted that t he puni t i ve exped:i. tion brought 

0.o ;,12 to the hill tribes t he f act that r 2.ic.ing and murder were punishable 

,~·:·,mces which brought :!'.'etribution . 3 ~le also makes a remark which 

i . NAK SNP 15/1 Acc . Lio , Re~Jort on tour of Eay 23- J une J. 
" · Annual ?ce "ort s ou . cit . , ,-; . 61+ . 
J . Th i s observ ation by }.:i&.ol so:--. assumes t·na t those '.'n.ill tribe~3 ' 

subj e ct to these punitive e xpec itions realized that t hei r 
raids were pun.ishable off on ::e s in Bri t i sh law an :..:. that t he 
r e t ci bution l evi ed by the 3r.itish was puni sr1Jnent fo r the:;e 
offences . 11his was no t t he case 0-!·id eX!)ed i tions were s een 
by t he Pl a teau people s as yet another threa t to their 
securi ty a:nd sovereignty . 
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·,<cry early charac terized the ex-::ie:i i tions on t he Jos Fla:teau . 

The full effec t for the expec~ i Gion_i? ho·.-,ever was not 
realize d because mil.i t a ry act :'. on could not be followed 
by effective occupaticn and a d.rai nistration .1 

In Hay 1903 , he , ,Tot e a gai:c of tt:e unsettled state of t~,e e::.ira te 

-. :..~ Zari2¥ \•Ji th t he \,:h i t e m,3-..'1 si .!~ :. i n/s in Zari a while break- away =-~-~"': -::ments 

? 
_: .. ::cur:ceC.. on t he e:iire.te ' s per i rn ::: t er . - The i nterest of t he B:::-i t i s:1 

e<:ec ially t'::e acc: e ssion of the ::e• .. ; .2):iir Aliyu.3. I n addi t io:-: , a 

··:0.::.~ t2.:;e of staff meant touring Vias next to impo s sibl e . However , 

-~x ecli t i ons were not impossi bl e c'.nd orcce more Nicholson proceecied. 

f';:_;_·rther east to Lere, rrude an.d re2.c he d .Arno , ar1 independent ' _;;ace.c ' 

',o',m . 4 The ftJno had b een accus ed of rc!.idi ng by t he Resident of 32:ichi, 

,, a ccusation that was qu ickly conLrmed by Ler e an d Tu.de . J.:ore 

:;.;) ~c:::::-ete evidence was forthco w nz- fro:n two }i'ul a...Yli men w[·10 st2.ted. t:1a,t 

2~rae of t heir cattl e had been s tol en a few .'hys pr,2v iously , 5 a char ge 

·.:''i c:h the Amo would be the h st to den,y6 since they had b een iY"i al":lost 

~ontinuous seige by the Ful ani. f'..lr f i fty years or mo r e . Nic~-~lson 

:·d his force entered both Amo hamle ts f i nding first hos tili -bJ end 

L: ·e:i an orderl y retreat in t he f ::..ce of the 3:-i tish forc e . l'~ i c:":c lsc ;1 

Luga:r.~d Paper3 , Rhodes House , 3 ::- i tish &11):i.re , s . 62 . Re:r;or-: i' .:; r 
Gadas - Ka.je Exped i tio ri_ by H. ? . i'-T ichol soY1 . 

I bid . 

j . Sr;iith , N. G., op . cit ., p . 20J . 

6. 

Lugard ?apers , o·::i . ci t . 

Ibid . 

JFP Arno village , Pass im , IV . 
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---n ved on , a.."td t h2 Amo returned p_s soo:--~ as they had Jeft . 1 rPhi s was 

,,ot interpre t ed by the. Amo as punish2 e:1t for their offences . 

The RlL1<uba were next . Temple h2.d narrowl y escaped being attar,ked 

·-'' t i1em a few months 2 e arli er , ,me. •: i. c i:oJ.son now decided to pene trate 

-:;·,, area with his l arger force . Eo•.;ever , he was only able to mc:i.ke 

·o:. tact with a f e w villages , incl u.d.i ~~ 7 Zi shi }?cha.ra and Baudi, 3 

·: fo rmer already having been cor!~•p~~ed by Zaria and paying a tribute 

-p· C • 4 ·.',,"ough t he _ 1 c1. 'l'he Piti ".t th"c-:; +iri" were /~ivine seven horses 

:•s t:r·.ibute, while Kishi Nchara. g:, ve t wo . In Pi ti those were col l e cte d 

,_,., d presented to Zaria by t he yres •,;ho :"ulfilled a func tion similar 

":(it i n Pyem and was , i n tl--;i;, c a. se , the Zari a representat :L ve i n 

Bec ause of this Zaria connection , Ilichol son was welcomed 

O:.r Asaga.ki , g tu of Kishi Nch -1:--- a .. rr~-?~ J'i icholso::1 asked t he Utu of· 

·is;,i Uzel to meet him, howev'?r , t'·p l' t2:!; r efus ed , due to \Jichol son ' s 

c· ,~ria connection . Kish i Uzel , s2.fely ensconced on a h ill just eas t 

o'' Yi shi Nchara, had not been conc111ered by Zari a and f elt Nicholson 

': e d. come to extend Zaria ' s c onquests , l: ichol s on bombarded the t own6 

,,-,ri. , turning southward , he vis:i .. t eri Pi ti a.nd r etu rned to Zaria . 'l~1e 

·'T?il. ter are a of t he Rukuba , incJ.u ci j_n,; the villages of Opwara ,u1d Kika l a, 

", · d yet to bo v i sited . 

1 . Lugard Pa:pers, op. cit. 

I bid . O.ral. 9v1 oence of his a:- -..-•iv2J in Kishi Nchara is shoi;.m 
- - ,-oelow , but the settl emen t of 3,,udi I was unab l e to identify . 

:!.ER :Oa.n...l<ala Amaw:,. , Kishi ''cha:::·a . 20/1/74 , Tll, p . 206 . 
Personal eomrnunic a.t ion wi th J .. J .. Che.li foux , Dept. of Anthropology , 

UniveTsi ty de Montreal , I-Iontre2.l , Q,ucbec , Canada , s ee Ch :=i.pt8r II , 
p. 82 , .fn. 4. 

t.. 1.Ef t.Jna.wa, op. ci t ., III , v . 206. 
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In Bauchi , for the remainder of 1902 Md most of 1903 , Tecr;ile 

·., ::,s content to leave the plate2.u free of expeditionary probe s , .feel i ng 

' •. 0 .?.t the area was not big enoug:i to ·oother about until absolutely 

:·.ccess:rry . After all , the Jere we::-e ;lc,; trading freely with the 

0 ,•P 2.bout t2.xes . 1 'By late 1903, '19 was exuress.ing more apprehe!, si. 0:-1 

-- .,:)ut t:-'1e si tue~tion in Burmi , o:. i i -ts effects on the Bauchi ga.r-.cison , 2 

:.-:::: about t~.:.e plq,teau . 

Concering t'-:e :o l a teau , Tem_0 le ' s only real worry was the :rukuba 

-sople , who could no t be approac:: ed by the neighbouring groups who 

•' c:2.:~ecl them . He was not , howev er, 5-oing to reJleat the dif.ficul t 

e_x,.>~riences he had had with .Jere ":;_y ;-oing there with a small esco=-t . 

'"'·" Jos Plateau , then, was no t one of ·renple ' s i mmediate conce:c::s , 

:.·.1--equipped as he was to patrol the area . 'rhus , he contenteci hi:::self 

·,-:: t'\ attempt ing to improve t he 3--:-itish ac1.'ilinistration in Bauchi , not 

::, owing that he wa.s a.bout to be ~:i~1.shed to take ac t.ion on be.half of 

0 -itish tin prospectors who were interested .i n the tin- rich pl2.teau. 

;~~,ning- Interests and Their Inva.si on 

'l'he tin prospectors were to tally i n f avour of t he expansion o: 

_.,_e ' emirates ' sway over the tin fields , for obvious reasons. ~owever , 

" ,,,, ·,,a.:i ted more effort t · an the ,:Dvernment s eemed will.ins- to expe,.cl 

1 .. l:LAK SNP 15/ 1 Ace . 42 Bauchi :.-~on thly Report for September , 1902 . 

') NAK SNP 15/1 Ac c . 55 Da ss E!:c:,e.J itions 1903 . 'l'he town of '.':>'u c'.'c;; _'.. , 
--l ed by the Caliph of Sokoto , Attahiru, was the site o[ fec'.'ocious 

resista.YJceto the British conquest of the Sokoto Calip~ate i ~1 
1903. See Adeleye , ou . ci t . , pp . 288- 313 for details . 
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~,,: a conquest of the plateau . Al t 110u ,00' 1 J,ugarr1 sta tes in his Annua l 

: 0 :iort for 1902 that ' some time ' after .J"une a prospectin;; party 

1 arr.ived and visited the Jos Plateau ·.:i th ,u1 escort , Teraple stated 

::: n,t they came just two days af t er he ~n.a •::: completed his first tour 

r the area . He reports on l-Iay 2 3, , 902 , that a tin expedition under 

Provis ar..d Captain Tfonck- :•:asor: ~:2.d gone through 'l'ilden Fulani 

on to Buji , a village whi ch 'i'em(i_e :.-_aci passed throue .. h without 

' ,, .;ident after defeating the J ~,re . J:'u ji i nformants acknowledgr,, that 

' ::Ocon Lamba' c e,me through Buj i , which , having heard what had happened 

:o the Jere , were not about to unde"".' t2.ke militant :resista.."lce against 

0. ·,. obviously superior force . Pas sing through Gurrum , J.Ionck- Hason 

.:. '.~ .. ;i timi zed ar,other Oi;omo , this ti ;;ie S2_·n·,:o of Gurrum . Up to that 

:Lrcte Gurrurn had played off ).D.o an6 Buj i a gainst each other as to which 

f t'lese two would obtain Gurrm1 ' s allegiance. Hhen the f ounders of 

•:urrum, t he Onoberte clan , a.:r-rived t:1ey had stayed with the Amo t hen 

settled in the rocks of Gu:rru m toJether with Buji; thus both Amo 

0.,.d Buji felt they had a l egit:i.!'!late cl2,im . ifoen the Anikitu clan 

.:r .der Sambo arrived in Gurrurn vi:lae;e. late in the last quarter of 

c:~e nineteenth century , S2,nbo 'das tryi_"1.g· to establish Gur:rum 

i::.rlependence both Amo 2-,rid lluji . 2 '.:'he British accomplished thi s 

:·c,, r h i m. 1.-ihen JV!onck- Hason arri ved , Samho met h im and took him to other 

: i lages i n the area and explai_1~ec. to t he!Tl w~1y the Hhi te man had. come . 3 

, . Armua.l Heport s, 0 11 . cit . , '' 

2 . JPP J cm?...ka J o g-o l , Gurrun , 1 /8/13, IV , pp . 20},-i.- 205 . 

J . JPP Gurrum villag e , 28/7/73, H , ti . 1S7 . 
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rtis action thus ITL.1.de it i mpozsible fo r tl12 cn~n;:;-.c village chiefs -:o 

. ' t ' 1 ta.xe any puni i ve measures 2.nd al so m2.cle Sambo , 2£:g~ of tt:e a:::-22. . 

n the Plateau peoples tin o:::- so~.:er~n:1 :.=.:-n t intere:::; t s were one a.::'lci to 

the extent th '.3-t both \-1ant ed a c.or:~_J_es~~ c f t '.1e Jos :f)l a t eau this ·,:a.s 

::·: :1y :1ave h2.d f or 11peaceful 0ene t 2:.·2.tionn quickly lost . 

Ni coLr,s iac. r eturned to :;:,o.:cio:--, to report to the Ni ger Com;cany 

::;. Aring the twenty- third Ordinary Gene::a.l i:eeting of July 17, 190 3 

"-no stated that considerabl e p-c:.Jf .,.t s could be made bu t a.clvised also 

, ,c: t li ttJ.e more could be done other t han securingthe reconme0.de::c 

2.:r·eas and waiti ng for some mon·:;"ls ;_i; ,til the country was i n a :::::ire 

s,c ttled condition . 2 With t he o.:::y seas on ap:oroachi ng Scar boro'.l g':-: f e lt 

t :"1 2re was no time f or dela_y a.r1d Oy Se9temOer an engi n.eer , H. W • .l;aws , 

,.,2.s on his way from Western Austral ia. to undertake an expedi tio,, 

frto the Northern Ni gerian t i n fields and se t u p actua.l t i n pro::c1.ctio:.1 . 3 

By l ate November 1903 , Laws had arrived on t he Ni ger Co,1,par,y 

lease and had began buying tin .from the l abourers r ec ruited i.n ':'o r o , 

T'ilden Fulani a.rid :.Badiko . He 2..~i his assistant , ~r. Lowry , we:-e 

;;r0atl y dependent on Lerui- n- Dolma sr:elters to process the ore • 

. /i thin two weeks of t heir arri •1;::.J. , Zhe t iger Company ag ent s :lad sec'J. :-ed 

slx hundred and seven pounds of t.i:1 s :nel t ed but a lready Lerui- ~- J2 2 :-::a 

1 • Ame s , O JJ . ci t. , p . 104 . 

2 . Royal Ni ger Company , Rhodes Fouse , op . ci t . 
·, Diary of H. l;/ . Laws , Rhod2s Eoc.se , HSS. Afr . s . 888 . .J • 
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,:a s compl aining of t he presence of t his new ccmpeti tion and t h0y 

-c:•,reat ened to close do,m the smelter to 1 the "2uropea:n . Laws in turn 

;;om:;:,l ained to Bauchi , Tilden Fulani and '.l'oro about this but there 

a.re no details of the exact nature of the complaint nor of t l1e remedy . 

~;everthel ess t'c.e smelting continueC. . 

:By mid- December , Laws had ;oI:e up on the Jos highlands and 

:·,aO.e contact with the .Afus2..re settler:ient of Joss and met the Gwom 

: .f Z2.wa..n t o whom he showed t :!e use o f t:1e rifle . Zawan 

,,.cknowl eJ.ge this and say that Lawe; came with Hau s a bodyguards. 

:ie was met by t hree Jek s who s :;ioke so,,ie Hausa and he was made welcome 

t:.i Zawan . '.l'he reaction in Im was some·,•1hat different however and this 

pl'ovided f ertile ground for future d.i.s::iu t e s be t ween Zawan and Du . 

t he Gwom of Du , Chung Dunyap fled ir, fear from t r.e European and Zawan 

'd?.S recognized by the European as being the spokesman for both vill ages 

2. s ituation which had no t occurred :)efore . 2 

The two different reactions to the strangers in Du -and Zawen 

zlso affected t heir internal political systems . Zawan put fo r ward 

a member of the Gwom Kwi t ' s clan named Bareya3 and he was , from Zawa.YJ. 1 s 

point of view , to look after .c,'uropean C·:2.se~) affairs an d to be called 

:.i.-rom Hasara. . At the s ame tiT'le, Zi :J-.1!1g who was Gwom Kwit of Zawan 

',:ould carry on as before . 'l'hus there were two diff erent urders t andings 

1 . Ibid . 

? . J ?P Zai,;an Village , 11/8/73 , II , 9 . 171. 
3. Ibid ., I I , p . 172 . 
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cJf who the po l i ti.cal l eader of Zaw2.,vi was , one by the Europe2..n s &1:d. 

one by Zawan itself . As will be s::.ol'.'11 , t:1is misunder~d.;a11di r!g ~.,;2.s 

com:.1on on the plateau and l ed i n later t imes to administrati v8 pr ooleos . 1 

~ru presented a di fferent picture however . Al t hough t he vi ll2.5e ~e.C. 

sen t S'.)meone , -probably the J -2k , to ::1,~2t the European and fin:i oi.;.t 

·.-·D.a,t he ~-Ja.""lt ea. , t he head of the 1.:i _L::_ 2.ge , Chung Dunyap , r emai~ed 

·c.: nchanged . Bo th :0-u. and the ;.i;u.rope2:is reco;.)1ized the Gwom Kwit o : ... 

Attempti ng to trace t :1e source of the tin- laden Gimpi River , 

! ,,1ws moved east to Fobur where he found the people disagreeable e::-,ci. 

thf,y complained that his carri ers had kil l ed t h r ee of their 50a t s . 2 

,iowever , he moved on northwa rd ·.:i thout incident eventually f:.:-:di::g-

t ~1e source of the river a t the .f'oot of the §here hills . 

On such tours , Laws soon lea.rned ti:1at Gyel , the Ganawur::. a_-.,c. 

the Irigwe were not reaci.y to submit peacefully to hi s forces . 3:r 

e2.i:-ly :F'ebruary , t he J oss peopl e ( Afusare) sent a de l e ga tion to i.2.ws 

to complai n of Gyel ' s hosti l e .J.ct ions and convey Gyel threats o: 

violence agains t the British. 3y late lfay 1904 , all work i n J oss 

a ,,d Zawan- Gyel area , the l atter knoim to the British as Bukun; , \-: 3.d 

co be stopped as the Ni ger Co m;'.)any empl oyees had been drivec1 f ::o::: 

-To ss by the Joss and Gyel people , 3 th i s incident sho11ing a suQa.en 

~hange of allegiance by the ,Joss peo_,;le . Because of t his, I-a·.,·s ·.-ras 

1 . See ChaTJ ter V. pp , 22h-23? . 

2 . Diary o f H. 1;1 . Laws , op . cit . 
") _, . r:AK SNP 1_5/1 Acc . 62 , :B aud1i Report 1904 . 

.:.www:a:x.:.:WWW&I§JM.-i&!:.\!!lbL 
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forb i dden to f,D tc> any paxt of the ccnce ss.ion wher e he mi.f;ht meet an 

, ,.., .r- ..: o d , , , ,::. ,.., t . 1 1._: ,.1 r.L ..... n -'-J r t.::1...,ep ion . 

It should be said on close, o :i::ervat i on that in thi s a1:·ea of 

1 .. ::·3,t is now 3u..'tru.riJ. t here was still a g?.:"e2. t deal of unrest causc~d Oy 

7~~:e repercuss i ons of tte Gyel mi {::-r~:;,~· t.s trying- to f i nd a p er rn ~.:: .. n ent 

settlement . Eaving j ust occu:9 ied s ettlement in the Irig'\-;e e.rea a. t 

i,,:~_n.;:yre l , they ,,.;er e now being ~J ushed e2.s tward s by t h e Iri g1.-,e i nto 

::;;_,.;an ' s sphere of influence where they were not :9articularly we lcome . 

2 _;_ }though Zawan treated the neH- co:ners very 11aternaJly and Gyel res en t ed 

,:;1 is , conflict was avoided for t,.,10 re asons . Al t hough the Gye l force 

·.-.~.s r:ii litar ily aggressive h2.ving been temnered by their confl ict , 

1,;_i th the Irig,-:e , c onf lict wi t:1 Z2-w8:'. \-.1as unl ikely due to the 

~ce::onderance in nu.1nbers of the Zau:~n po?ulat ion backt~d by their aJ.lies 

'. ·:,o::i. ::)u and Forum . Secondly both Gyel and Zawan Here part of the 

.;engai Birom migration3 and al tho.u6h Zawan was not effusive in 

·.·.'e.lc:oming GyfJl they at l east co- existed with each other wi t h only a 

~~·~,. ,.,," minor fl a r e-ups . 

'.'.'o t he west , however, the I r i gwe were still hostil e towards Gyel. 

-
1C1e initi al comba.t with Gyel ha,d e.rise:l over a, s erious sT:12.llyox 

c•;) tdemi c , i n t he l ast quarter of tfH3 nineteenth century for \-.rhich Gyel 

1 . Royal Ni ger Cm:ipany , Rhodes !-1:01;.se , o-:J . ci t. , 1905 r eport. 

, , JPP Da}1wol nal i , Gyel vill 2.c,! , 19/3/73, II , p . 265 , Gyel 
--i nform2nts r ema·rk that when t hey c21~e as ' strangers I t o 

s e ttle, they c ooke d beer 2.nd .invited Zawan to come . Za w2.n 
indeed c2.me and seized ;;oats a. p r actice 1-;hich ·t:-1ey continued , 
as ' O\-mers of the soil ' wel] i nto t l,,e twentieth centur? . 

J . See Chapter II , pp 62- 68 . 
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1 
·c.'J. :3 bl amed , and disputes over fc,.rmland , a confl i ct t,:at Iri;we 

,_,cc•rned Gyel o f always initiating . Thus , f a c ed with I d .gwe , Za·.·3.::-1 

~.~.'.i occasional Afusare skirmishes , Gyel might be expected to ce 

:; '.'ucu1ent to any new forc e t hat carne i nto i ts area . 

It was i::1 this situat i on tJ.-,3. t La·.rn found himself . Facocl wi -:', 

: r being the beginning o.f t r:e farning seas0n - L,'? .. WS realized :-lis 

., ... -- , .. e we,s too snall to -tak e ar..d hold wne.i:: ne k.n e ·.v to De the tin-~:sh 

· .'.'-~?.s between Joss a..'1d Z2.war1 , and so ar, nJ. ied to Lugard for assi s t?.:, ce 

i:c the form of more troops . Lugard was not enamoured of y e t 

·· :· ·cdi tions , bu t after pressure frorJ 2 ' Laws, ana even more pe r su2.s:.o :---~ 

•
0 r0:0 Lord Scarborough , 3 a corn:na'1y of t:..,e F'irst Battalion was s e~. t -:o 

:,,1c,,1 a direct route from t he t in n i nes to Loko ( via Keffi ) on t-,... e 

' Li t' t · ' · ' ' h f ·1 _,. t· rirnle , a measure n2. was qui -c~ t)eyor.?.a t tte peac e u . pene l,ra i:,n 

:,-:-,0 viously advocated by Lu,:;ard , and also unnecessary , as there we::-9 2.c.e1uate 

1,, :vie routes already via Ka tab and J ema ' a However, i nteres t i'1 ti :1 

'· 0.d added a new weight to t he balance beh;,aen conquest and p eacef~l 

•1crsuasion , a.'1d t he former would now take precedence . 

Commanding a company of the Firs t Battalion , complete uith a 

·•c;hine gu n , wa3 Cap tain Galla •T,her, a.rid acc;ompanying him was t':ce r:::::u i s :. te 

: " 1l i tical of ficer , 5 Webster , Res ident of lfassarawa Province , 2..'l •i 

:!J:!: Gyel vill age , 16/ 8/73, U , p . 2J2 . 
') Archbold , H. A., Rhodes House , ESS Afr . s . 141 , 2:!:'1..£+:V I-ie7o:cies 

..9f..Jl~-~gerian Platea1;0 , n , J . 
Vitoria , J . L . "A ~f.1in }'Tinin;~· An:'l i ·ve_rsary i n Jos 0 ~Li.;Ieria~<1 ?i-2:: :: , 

19(3), July, 1954 , n . 11 2. 
J'::l'l_Q. CO 4L;6/!i5 345 Walla.ce t o CO July , 27, 1905 . 

, . An nu al Report s , ..9.:?..:_ci1,, No . 476, ·190/i, IJ • 331 . 
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_, .?. :Phillips , Ass i stant Reside;:;t of 3auchi Province who joined the 

0 :rncdition at Darroro . Webster , apnarer,tly , h ad rec e ived orders from 

~u: :ard to turn b2.ck if opposition w2.s r:iet 'whereas Captain Galla.gher , 

a fine soldier , on asking the G. O. C. what he would do in tr.a t event , 

·",z,s told that he could go home if he di d anythin,~· of t,1e sort .' 1 

-:y ::;uch 2.ctions 2vre men cons i dered r:12.nly and it should not be surprising 

:'.a.t 1:lebster proceeded with the e:ccedi tion throw,;'., to the north side 

:; ~-- -the pla te.s.u cies~)i te ihe oJposi tion . For Laws , w!1.o truided the 

2. x:,edition this was his op:nortun.ity to trace the shortest route for 

t ra.nsport purposes as well as to efcectively subvert those peoples 

on the plateau most resistcL'l.t to his activities . He thus said little 

e.bou t the Gm1awuri , Gyel 2.nd Asso bs ( Sop ) who were in the patl1 of the 

c:irect route he wanted . 

Advancing· from the south-we st in early Xovember , the B::-i tish 

f orce , by Novembe r 10 , was .i~1 t he v.icinity of the Ganavn1.ri as Laws 

,, ,,_d pl2..nned . Their fj_rst contact was with Ganawuri ' s eastern ally 

K·,-r2.b-1i who were harvesting their crons . 'rhe expedition requested 

~oodstuffs ,-Thich the Kwa..icwi refused to g ive and a stru g5le ensu ed . 

!·~•,12.kwi , shouting that ' 1:1eat 1 bad come to them, advanced on the p2.trol 

:>:2,rles sly . After al 1 , this enerny ,.-.'as armed onJ_y H:i. th 'sticks • h'°r--:.il e 

d 2 ·:e/· ha spears . Ti.vo miles to t:!e no:-th-'.•:est a:ci '--1. on the s2.me scarp , 

:o Gar:tavruri heard the Kwakwi shouts but c:1r1e t oo late to ass.is l: their 

1 • Vi tori;c~, 0 ·0 . ci t ., p . 11 2 . 

? • JPP Da Gyang Kit , Ganawuri village 2tJ8/73 , IV , 268. 
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•.1J.l ies . 1 In t he ensuing battle , over on e hund:r.' ed K\,1akHi we ~2 r e _:;::; ::--ted 

'.;:i. I.led . 

. ·11 2 t ~:.e vi a ge . ..At this time V'.-l 2."::lg 1 s relation sh i p with the G~- ~· . .- ·-ri , 

::-~3. :::·:.icularly in re ,2;ari to .fa:rmlai.."':..C:. we.s not fri e:tdJ.y . 3 It is 

e.r·::iveO.. In f2.ct , ·vwang and ri\1ru ini ti2.J.l y had t a ken up thei::-- ·;·i'2aiJOns 

t.-·J resist their i ntrusion ; however , the con~oany ' s gu ide qui-:;kly 

C. ~s suaded them from such a measure :>y telling t :J.em what h2.d (12.~_;e:::ed 

t ,:.; the Kwa..1<wi. His warning haci an adii tional i mpac t as he w2.s =e.. :: r1-..mg· 

:·;:eed in one of t he emirates .in ' Haus al a nd • and broui")'t1t by t:-le 

,_uropea.ns a s . d Lr a gu.1 e . 

Travelling east north-eas t t he force passed near Kuru a:i i s e t 

l"' camp at Zawan . Here it received a full account of all t:r,e e"Ti ls 

t'-1,,. t t..½e people of Gyel had per,,etr a.ted . Phillips , having 2.lre 2.::.j' 

!l ea rd of Gyel ' s t hreats against Laws , was determined to arres t ~- ~-e 

1 . JP? Dandong Fai, Ganawuri 01illage , 23/ 8/73 , IV , p . 243. 
2 . ?JAK SHP 15/1 Acc. 62 , 0 1 i . ci t . 

3. JPP Vwanf§_ , III , nas~~TI:. . ~.J-,::?::lfs like many o-~~er :B~roms _,~nG -?:. L.!.. e :1. 
them Jal or c annibals , 2. cn2.r.0:e not den1e:l. . :oee J.r·: 
Gana\-n.iri village , 21.,, / 8/7; , rr:· p . 269 . Vwan c; had li-::le 
contact i.-ri th t hem as tl12:y were greatly fe2.:;-:-e d. . 

11. JPP Nwankwon Davou , Ful vi llage , 28/8/73, II , p . 110 . 
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::'.'}ie f of Gyel . He sent Gwom Zaw211 t o call t he GHO !'l Gy el , 1 presu mably 

: t wa.s decided that a more forceful 2olution wa s nec e ssarJ. 

The Comp?.Ily formed a s .:lu are :10 2r tr,e to,,,n of Gyel on the 

::outh- east s i de . The political o f.:'ice:!' , r,-,12:)ster, made ax1 attempt to 

,.,.,,et pee_cefully with the Gwom ae;corLii:: 0; to or ders l a i d dO'.m by Lugard . 

r~, t"i is , ho·11sver, he f a i l ed fo r he •,:2.s no t even allowed to enter 

: ·--- 8 vill2,ge . He ul tirnate1y wi th:l ·_:-e ;.-: ::-o:J e.lJ. cl ~.2 cussions as to what 

.3:-,ould be done . Apparently not ,-1is1-, i ng to s e e the Gyel people r emain 

c_ threat t o the Dining enter ::ris e , La,-12 wen t into the town w~_ th an 

t:s ::Yrt , age,inst al l tl1e rule s of custor.12:.ry plat eau \-1ar f are , and took 

._, :::_ ~·Ianb back to the squar e . G~/eJ. :'"10 :·_ -:: erncY1 converge d from both sides 

,_ the villag,: and char ged t bY square . 'f h,2 :Jri tish pa used , then 

c :· s,, ed fire . As Laws r er;,.arked 

I t was a fine charge , takin:_;· them up to close 
quarters with our men , a.nd i t was only their 
frightened ho2:_ .. scs tha t stop9e~ wha t :ni bh t have 
been , to us , a cos tly melec . 2 

·I'he Gyel Homen and children fl ed to Gyel ' s alJy Kuru a.'1d after 

t:.e f irst day of battle , t he men ,j o j_ :10d t hem t:-iere . Phillips now 

10:n~mded of Kuru that t he o the:c· G:/el chief be h2.ndr~d over , 

~:,ci e:c the mistaken i mpression tL -~ t here were indeed two . Phillips 

1. JPP POJa Doji , Gyel villa::-;::: , 16/8/73, II , y, . 239 , 
Vitoria, on . cit. , p . 11 3 . )s ::;.ye1 puts i t , in song , 

' Why clo you want to sei ze 2y land? 
Do not lau(?;h at the :Birom . 
Do no t fi g-f'_t me in my father ' s l and . 
You sai i you would drive us'? ::o ! ' 

See J PP , Gyel v i ll age , I I , p . 271. 
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::: c:~ands for the chief were ei ther i gnored or what is mor e li~:el/ , 

::-::i.sunderstood . Ins t ead Kuru sent adult mal es t o the :Sri ti s::i Oe l ievir..g 

:::.r,parently , that the British were af·:er s l a..,.tes . lfinally }"Jbi ll:?s 

·s' so l ved to proceed to Kuru which ne c:ici on ;iovember 16th . ?,-,il: i ps 

sent for the Gwora of Kuru , 2..n '..::. ·,-lf: ~l e 1-:e w2.i tecl t he Gye1 peo:;:,ls ':sg-2~-:1 

.::8..k :~ng t heir i.-,a:;/ b a ck to Gyel . ~Jec .:::::in6· .:~D.at the Gwor:1 Kuru. was ~,o t 

~~o:::...:_!1g ?hilli9s corrn.ented ' having \•1a i ted half an hour , l reou es ~ed 

3:_; :::-prised by t hi s a.ction and f'el t : t J_t the Europeans opene 2. fi 2.--e 

.i: no r eason . However, cognizant o.f .:,1at had hap9ened t o t:-,e ::;• .. :o::: 

·: --C r.;yel , t he G1.-.'om of Kuru , Bos D ... F:J , fl ed from t he to,,m with 2. ]..l his 

:j or l e until the 9atrol had f.i:Jishe d burning the vi l lage a;-_c. :-,2.-1 

Re t i ring to Zawan , the Cor~::,a.'1.y found t he vi llagers ext::esely 

~1:~eased by what had occurred e .. :'1d theJ '1-Jere to ld t hat i f t hey hz.d. a:n.y 

:\:.rt her trouble with Gyel , to ser.d ,, messcr,gcr t o the Il.esia.e:1 t . ·::'i':c; 

,:yd peo ~1l e ,,ere no t alow i n SL;specting t hat the Z3.wan :;ieo ::; le r.ao. 

: ·ecrui ted the newcomers t o hel . the"l a gains t Gyel . 3 l1he Br.: L.s':. 

~·:H:ces had thus assisted. two v i llaz es Vwang and Zawan a gainst ti:eir 

t:;1emies and l earned that alli c.~..::1ces o:f' . shar~cl interests also r::-:::: .. ::'i~ 

1 . llAK s~,jp 1$/1 Acc . 62 , o ;:; . ci t . 

2 . ;JPP Mandung Sukudu , Kun: vi Ea 0:·e , ?.6/2/7 3 , II , .Jl • 70 . 

:) . J PF Dahwol Bali , Gyel vi lle.t·e , 19/8/73 , II , 'P · 265 . 
4. Vitoria op . ci t ., p . 11 3 . 
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rrhe Afusar e o f Joss having s een t~~,e carnage that the Europ er.1r1 

_;.;_r:s brought , were soon cowed and t•1eir O:rwo:.10 re9orted to the l)e. t r ol 

~:·.at he had only been obeying orc.e:cs from Gyel. 'Phe forc e noved on 

~~,o t he Tilden Ful ani mining camp ui t:: ~_, ::-esuraabl~r a peacef ul plat eau 

b-:::. ind t hem . 'I'he ir p:dsone r , J a :-:2.~,~, c oJ1Di t ted s u icide there by 

~2l f - starvation or po ~soning . cou.rse , could not know th i s, 

~:,:· 1.i t!'lere was a consi.derabl e .interre;;~w-:-. in the ..,.ri l l age before a 

:·i ~:i ·,i Gwom was chos en because Ja L2..nc :l3.d :iot Deen pro,ren to the 

s:,.ti sfacti on of Gyel to be deacl . 1 

Thus a corridor had bee n opened. ·cy tl:.e 3ri t ish armed forces 

,_.o:,:· the tin miners . One lont,· t err:i. j9r;efit fo r the mi ners was tha t 

--~.e 'ho stile J)eoples ' of t te _-rla:.e::·:..~. -.. ,oul d no ~J f ear t hese newcomers 

To Laws t1_1i s r11;~2x:.t tr_c.t the :9lateau was now s2,,fe 

:0 ? .. r1y prospector or trader ·o:.i.t Lhe to-:al e f f ect was t hree years of 

L · ,, e rmi ttent ex9edi tio t1s tha.t t erro.ci zed the area su ff ic i ently for 

': .:. n r:i.i ners t o s t ake t heir cl a i :1s . 

Phillips ' a.ccount of this cxpedi tion can.no t be put a side 

·,-!i t \-iout t ouching on the cor:ui:ent s of !:-iich Commiss i one r Lugard on his 

rc::,:;or t . His wi theri.ng sarcasm ai,d o 'cvious re·ouke of the a ctions t aken. 

sc.:2 ~1 to set t he s tandar d of 1-:::at th:, ofi'ici al f;overnmen t atti t u de 

·"',oi;.ld have been . 

On the s ubj ec t of burn i n[; to ·,ns , ·.::iich the ex:i,edi tion had. dore 

":-:tc:ns ively , Lugard ex~Jre s s ed strong c. .i :;;app:·oval and c l a i med to b e 

, . J PP Dung Kwa. , GyeJ. viJ.J. a :.,:·e , 18/ 8/?3, II , :;i . 259 , 
2 . HAK SHP 15/1 Acc . 62 , on . cit . 
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very averse t o tmm burning exprcss i1~::· 

., ... :"fered enouzh casual ties . 11 I :i r 27 l y to Phil lips ' ' foolp:roc .: ' 

.f! et'."iod of dealing with the agg!'es si ve Gyel hy Uriving them f : o-:: -.-~ 

:-;o '.;.ntry , he asks ~oi tingly if PhiJ..l i -:-:: s t:}ought to enquire wh2, t e: :, -_l?: ~ 7:./ 

? 
'; ··.ey belonged to . - Lugard ' s c1::is t tellinfs thrust occurred w::en. t:2 

:1:~--nented on the arrest of t he C-·.-ic ::1 of Gyel which he felt was 

i.LL- advis ed . ?.-:3 expedition ha·:": 2.c-:eC on Zawai."1 ' s reports and ir~ :.he 

~,r.Cl. for no speci f2.c offence and be f c:re aimi nis t :r.at i ve control :--:.2_i 

been established . 13 

From Lugard ' s last cornrnen t , the most im:porta.r1t aspect cf tL-:e 

:J:·i t ish invasion of t he J 0 s Pl ate2:;. '~aci been stated . 'l'hree y ez..::s 

--, ~-- ter the conques t of Bau chi c ri:1. ra-: e , a clministra ti ve cont rol :-.2. ::.. :.---.o 

·,1,~,m established on the hi~,h pl a t ea.u . I t seems to have been lef -: 

in the ambitious hands of Higor Cor.1 ~·, 2r1y officials to 1pacify ' t~_·Jse 

. Lt ~.:::·eas they thought important . · ffowev er, J;1ore expedition s we:ce :;e t 

to come be.fore the Jos :.01ateau would '::Je considered subservier.t t ::; 

t ·10 new order from Bauch i. Beyond th i s a·c·ea, ea::; t·,12.rds and so·.1 ":h,: 2.:::-c~s , 

:-tmong other ' pagan ' people of =·~o rtl:ern :-:" i geria , every year '..1oulC. 

1 • 

an annual civil dis:cunt i on of SQIT:e descrip tion until 1929 . 

Ibid . 

I bid . 

I bid ., Natur ally in his fm:iua. :!. :'roDort No . 446 , 1904 , p . -; 56 , 
--Lugard spe alcs only of the stre;uom; effor ts o i' t he poli ti ::~ 

officers t o maintai n peaceful relations. 
Li . Annual Reports , op . cit ., ?io . 551 , 1906- 07 , p . /+93 . 
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.-.t terrm ts at Military Consolidat ion 

Beyond the immedi2.te areas n ow c)nqu er ed by the tin i n t e r ests 

•.rcre a reas yet to be "pacified" 2.nd re- visited -~o fully establish 
go,te::·~r.:e::.t ::il 

'ir i tish s . zerainty - be it for L or t i n interests . }ly 1905 , 

t :,e h ;o were linked :fo r all inter ests and purposes , the Government 

:cow policing the mine fi el ds ,md ' protecti r-'; ' the tin miners fro m 

,:, e indi genes . :Protection also had to be exter:,Jed to the cormnunicati on 

·ou te for suppl i es , mail , 2J1ci new pros ·•e ctors a.Ed this mea..n t furth er 

•-=: xped.i tions . 

I n the e a rly part of 1905 , not lon,:; after the Phillips patrol 

C the pr eced i ng; year , Residen t l1erml e left B2.uchi with fifty-two 

~-,,r:k 2.nd file . This force J)rocee de d d.1;.e s outh of Bauchi, via Lere 

0 .~,cl Pyem both Ba.uchi subordin2.tes a n rl on to the l ands occupied by the 

.:, '.;.·::·2. and the Birom . 1 '::Ph is e xpedition was undertaken in order to 

o:-: en a di rect route from Ba.uchi to Keffi via Lere for the ,foyal Nail. 

.'",ere was no diffi culty f o:c t0e force i n P-,1em as Bauchi had sent wor d 

. 2 . "a t the B:ci tish rJatrol wa s conin g . Howeve r , eleven kilometres 

Joyond P..tem t h e expedition met its first o:;ipos i tion . The mounted 

J:;.r-2, , who h~.d c:. eJ'PR..t,e d a jibac! i st fo-:~ce also coming frcm 13auch i i n 

". e nine teenth centu:cy , 3 attacked t rw ex'l_)edition o.nd ,-,ere repulsed . 

·:.ey were pursued. t o their vilJ .qces c f L1~myen 2,..:""1.d Xereng wh i ch were 

lfAK s~;;p 19/1 Yo . 94 Bauc 'c-, i O::;ie ::a. ~i or.s 1905 . Huch a s Yd;ubu 
--had. cione sorne sevent,y y c 2.:r:::::;, 1Jrev lous l :y- . 

'.Y ,J PI' Eatto ilakat , Gindiri , 1LJ i2 / 7J , V, p . 88 . 
3. See Chapter II. p . 8J . 
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his Annu a l Report of 1904 states that ' friendly rel ations were soon 

es ta-bl ished after t he ini tia l tri e.l of s trength .' 1 'l'he Sure:. wer e 

conclusively defeated with sixty Sura re oorted dead . It is diffi cult 

1;0 s ee how the ir attitude towa:r-ds tie 3ri t ish could be seen as fr i endly . 

;"e reng for exam_ole was very hostil e -:oHe.rcis acy lar ge force cocr,ing 

.''r::iJ: the di rection of 3?..uc':li and aic e ct by the ?-yem people . Under 

::,e leadership of a fearso me l<! i sh'.cah'l.ffi Kum ( pol i tical and r el i gious 

chief) named Jekman , t hey were es~ecially hostil e . 2 'L'he village 

of Kereng refused t o listen to 1 peac0ful ' entreaties and attacked } 

~•,1eir forces Here eventually dispersed by t he superior weapons of 

1;he Briti sh and they suffe r ed. a hi g·h number of casual ties . Jebnuan 

Lt :1 imself was t 2_ken a.rid eventual l y executed . · In addition to this , the 

pyem who had accompanied the exoeciition l oo ted the Sura village . 

Birom vi l lage s were stil l presenting probl ems . 'Tue messengers 

s 2n t to Ka ssa were chased out by s pearmen . Although warned by a 

L-ader from Rangai in Py-em not t o resis t the Bri t ish forces , the 

l':2.ssa army came out of the i r v i llage to test t he British patrols . 

Apuarently t hey had t aken the :rumour '3 o f t r:is new foe I s firepower 

to heart and drove their dwarf cattle in front of them for protec tion. 5 

1. ,·hmual Reports , .2..E.!.._.2.i:\;_•, No . /.>46 , 1:;0Lt , p . 2,56 . 
2 . J PP Gimba Kelaham , Ke reng 1,5/12/73 , V. p . 103 . 

JPP Kereng village , 1,5/12/ 73 , V, p . 88 . 
Ibid . p . 103 and 106 . ) .. monb; t he Sm:a the 1-'ishkaham Kun l ed in 
--time of war and Jebnuan wa s crn-,sidorod by Kereng i nfo rmants to 

be exceptionally bro..ve and acg·.r-e s siv'E? . 

J PP Ke,ssa village , 21/2/73 , II , !J • Lr7- A bat tle innova tion also 
--attributed to Songha i forc es in the si x teenth cen t ury when 

they advanced on al- Eansur ' s musketeer forma tion . ' See J . 0 . 
Hunwi ck , 1 Songhay , Bornu an:i :Iausaland in the Sixteenth Century' 
i n Aj ayi and CroHder , ou . :;it . , ·p . 238 . 
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.·(1e patro l re s_yonded by killing fo u:: a:' t :le cows .?J1d t he Kas::2. fo::i2es 

~l ed suffer ing twelve casualt i ~s . . 'I'he patrol t hen burned the -:o:-m . 

Turning northward , a numOer c~" scatt8red tJa :c-awa ha11lets , t:'!e 

c a i n one being Zi ggam , were a g2.. i n v.~si te2~ a..11d any offe ring """ 0 ~7 s+'.;:, -rce 

-,,;e re burnt . One hundred a.nd -:::i r t;i ::ieo :;i l e were reportedly ki:2.ls d . 

_.:.~_:- r iving b.s.ck i :r.:. 3a.uchi on Apri l 2 , 1905 , ·J:e;,1pl e 1 s only coJTu:1.en t D!"l 

>:.:.s tour was t!--.a t the Su~a were to the Canawuri and G:,,-e l 

·.-: .:~::; in r eference to the fi erce res :.s tance exhibi ted by the three gr oups. 

The greatly feared ?.ukuba a rid t :1e rest of the Jos Plateau , 

ezp2cially the bulk of the Birom vi .. llages , h ad y et to be v i si teci. . 

~'Lu s in June , 1905 , a further· expedition was e quippe d . The r:u:-ie:-ous 

scc: ttered ::ru.J...-uba villages 1.,ere to or e s en t cons t 2n t d i _--ficul tie s for 

t :~2 British . Th8 British i nvolved in dl s_pute s going on ~•:itf!in 

t (--.e e thnic group . Previous to t h e :3ri tish arrival among the ::u .. '-cuba 

0 . ci.L; pute had arisen between Kakke'.: village area and Ohit . 0 :-:-,_l 

·:-1.istory traces the disp.1te to a · . ....-oma.1:. , a cormnon s ource of Ru:<.uba 

20'1 f1 ic ts . 2 

Apparently a woman of I 5bak l eft her husba,1d and '.-rent to As a.~ 

.i.n order t o marry a..'1other man . Her nusband fo llowed, a.n ar;:;ument 

ensued which quickly gave way t c a s c;J.ffle . 3a.ttle lines were C.:·2..wn 

2.: d the u sual alliances were f o r r;Jed 11.i. th KaI;:kek hel 1)i ng Igba.\ 2 .. n d 

1 . NAK SH? 15/ 1 Acc . 94 ou . ci t . 

-Se? Chapt er III. 1 p . 123 • 



188 

• L • t· ts,ik . • 1 -~ hi·c ass is ing .. - Contempo:c-ane ous ; .. 1ith this event , a Gyel man 

,::.:ame to Kal<:kek at nie;ht and told TJ tu Zagu n of Kakkek of the 11.i.::op ean 

c:rri v a l and warned t hat the Tiu.kub2. s -:-1ould not resist them . 2 Thus 

,_..-,,en Te;:iple arri ved in June Utu Za :.~·un. vas wa iting and paid a tribute 

J :'.' thirty- four horses . 3 The rei;1_;_ '; ::; -'; was then ma de by t he patrol 

<n : the ' sons ' of Zagun and the Utu answered that h is sons were all 

\ ·r". Igbak . T'ne patro l visited this vi l l c.ge accompan i ed by a Ka~kek 

·,;_ide and met the Utu without a..n:i co, ,flict . Ho,-1ever , when the 

c.~. trol went on the next day to Chit , this t ime without a guide , ".L le 

Toun.d the villagers there r eady to fi ght t hem. 'rhe patr ol was assumed 

:,,:; Chit t o be an ally of Kakkek . 4 -11:ie patrol then returned to Kakkek 

~s try to get a gui de and while t >:er2 , r eceived word of seven Ni ger 

'Jompany porters b 0ing kill ed by Asak . Asak was a ttacked irrc-nediately 

,., .. ,d. fou r teen compour1ds were de s troye d a..nd l arge storage bins o f 

s .::ain t a.l<en . On the 7th of July t r.e remaining porters were escorted 

t o Naraguta a.>1d on the 8th the lJatrol returned and burned s i x t een 

cor~pounds and commandeered goats , sheep and grain . Ubomo , an Asa.1< 

0si ly , ,,as shelled on the e l eventh \·1h ile Utu Ohi t s e nt a ' truculent ' 

::E·2s age , a.rid his village, _ was 3hell ec. and burnt . 'i'hus sections o f 

· .. ;'·.a t Lugard called the ' most power f ul c a nnibal t ribe ' we1:e re:iuced 

1 . J PP Ohit village , 22/1/71+ , III , p . 227, 

2 . J FP 06i Aduku , I gba.'.-c , 21/1/7Li , II I , :,:i . 223 . At this time and 
still, t'1ere wer e a f ew f :.o.,:; ilie s cf Gyel origi n liv.ing i n Ea.l-;.kek . 

3. NAK SNP 15 /1 Acc . 94 , oy . ci t . It ,;as this visit t hat gave the 
--n ame Zagun to the central h=.let of Ka.kkek area , a narae 

derived from the Utu ' s m,me . 

!, . J l'P Ogi Aduku , o o , c ·i t ., III, p . 221.1 . 
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de zpite t h e fact t hat Resident l'empl e h a.cl been ' a t gTeat pair!s ' t o 

t;e t into friendly relations Hi th t her.1 . For stepping i nt Q t hi s civil 

confl ict, the patrol was accused by Ohi t of be i w; a willin6· to::i l 

of Kakkek who had sent fo r the Europeans to hel p KakkGk in its war 

,-,i tn Ohi t and Asa.k . 2 

rrhe pat::col went on to Kvra .. 1..1 \•i i:.2-r't: i t net no resistance3 th~oug~ 

:.:te subservie:it 3a.wa_11 and Du , and then , wi-t C. a ma,_11. from Du as e:·:...:.i C.. e , 

no·red on to Ze:butt t he most powerful vi l l e.s-e i n the Forum fecierc.tion . 

. :'n is f ederati on inc l uded Du and Zawan as well as the vil l age areas 

of Forum and He ipang. Zabut t was s :--1e1lea. , fo ur people were killed 

a.:,d. a number of cattle and horse s were c aptured . The followin g ctay , 

,J i.:ly 19th , 1905 , the town was sy ste r:1a:tica.lly destroyed and twe n t y - one 

,Ji.rnm, and ei ghty head of she ep a;1d goats were killed . 

Al though the documents do not }) i npoint a particular cause fo r 

L1e war , Zabutt c l aims t hat two policemen came , t ook an d s l aug,Ttered 

a goat . The Zabutt people were ince:ised by this and killed one of' 

1 , 1+ po icemen . The patrol ccll"e with guns i ncluding a machinf; 6--,.mS 

1. Annual Reports , op . ci t ., l!o . 516, 190'5-06, p . 391 , 

2 . JPP Ohit village , op . cit ., III , p . 230 . 

3. Both Kwall and J·1iango s peak of the European coming t~re e tine s 
and the first time h e told t hem to sto_p fi gnting , the;,, we,1t 
away . At t hat time I r i gwe was fighting with Gyel . tov.12v e::·, 
'once he had gone , \ve thoughthe haci. gone for good , so we 
never s t op peel fi ght i ng . ' J PP 1-lia.ngo vill a.6e , 2/.1/3/7 3, I7 , 
P• 44 . 

4 , .TPP F'orur.1 vi.llage , 14/1/73 , I , ~1 . 13 . 

S. JPP Adull,fr1 Song , Kap1-1i s vill ag·e , 15/1/73 , I , p . 25 . '.:'he 
--informant gave the name in :~fusare for t he ma chin e gun 

as the 1 1(1,,,ukwukvruk '. 
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:.:. ·,~.i after the initial skirmish Zabu t t as well as many of the suI-ro1mding 

h,~mlets wore burnt. 

After this combat , Lieutcn'l...nt Y".ornton and Temple went to Jol 

2.nd Rim while Lieutena."lt Briefly and tr.e rest of the patrol went to 

30 1) "lhich , not surprisingly , was deser t ed . By the 25th of July , the 

exo,?dition had regrouped and v~.si tec: 3achi ( Bachit) and Aponogai 

( ,r 2sumably 3eng-ai) , where they H'ore ,;reeted with hesitant courtesy . 

·:.'i,e universal r eaction in Bachit , l-.f 2n g , Luwa , and Bengai , according 

to oral tra.di tion , was one of fe2r for they had heard what had 

:r.a_npened elsewhe re . Rumour ha.d it tl-12t if the Gwom of the village 

:-:12 t this new enemy with goats and chickens he wou1d be pacified 

~r,cl g--o away . A more importe.n t f2.c tor may have been the severe 

':J1.· ffe ting these areas had t csken i n &. recent war 1,;i th the Ron and 

r·- - -- · ~ t t'n , ·t'1 1 - -U .:l 5 ...... n-::1 0 __ e so u L . This :r,usi: northward h ad ta.'k:en p1 ace at some 

r0o:.nt after 1890 and swept througn G2. shish , Bachi t , Bengai and as 

far north as Hi m and Jol. These t•,;o villages , especially Riljl , were 

rniJ i tarily quite powerful and drove the invadi ng force back ove x- the 

O<:,v.ndary , the Gnar River a t Huku , south of Gashish . I t is not 

surprising then to see the stronf; resistance that Rim displayed 

in t he face of Briti sh fire power e.s com_cared to the submiss i veness 

t :1o se areas south of Rim . li;ev er t he less , all tha t Bachi t and o t her 

'U age s had heard was correct. T·,e n~ '.-; cmerry took the foodstuffs 

1. J PP Birom notes , passim , I- III, 3ee Chapter II . pp . 9G- 97 . 
;; , J PPAfang vill a g e , 13/1/73, I , p . 2Vi . 
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By early 1906 , the situation O!: the plat eau was still not st,!::ile . 

i•'. ining production was being har;ipere ::i a~d disrupted and H. 1.-.' . Laws 

v:as complaining ' bitterly of the inco:wenience caused by t ie unsettled 

Jtate of this c.istrict . • 1 It was no longer Gyel that was t o bla-::e 

-J .Jt now their farming rivals e.nd. o~ce !l.C?ar neighbours t he Iri ['.-1 2 . 

'.'r:e Resident , 3auchi Province , felc: ~,:at it was ' most important that 

t.::e w~ole of 3u...1-(uru should be settled. s.nd that a strong detacr' .. nent 

l p~L +o uaL-ol L•ne c.' i ~~~ict 12 
...._ I., V ..:. l,..1.. l, - ..:, l., - - ., • r.Pin mining ~,.;as beginning 

to 3"i ve some re:urn on the ini t i 2.l i nv estment and Laws was openi r:.g 

'J.n &"1 area that could be most pros~-erous . 3 '11herefore based on Gyel 

complaints , an expedition was sen t to Zwall on April 11 th and me t 

. . h . • • 1 - t - Lr ~i~. cons1aerao e oppos1 · 1on . It :;:roceeded to ~-Iy an go ( no•,; Li2~"1go) 

C'!CD south to the Birom vill a.ge of ?oss , ooth of which presented 

r; .,..El resistance . Hopefully the :9la teau was finally ' pacified ' a :"d 

t'w f i rst Assist1cu1t Dist::-i c t Officer was then stationed at 3uku::'1.!. 

(ar: area previously unoccupied and lying between Zawan and Gyel) 

i n 1906 . Trt i s measure was more t o kee~• the miners in l ine and e..s 

cl. lookout for prospective patrols th3Il to administer the i ncii£;2nous 

:;o;mlation . 

1 . NAK SNP 6 File No . C.1 40/1907 . Patrols and ExTieditions , 
--Bauchi Province , Re side::t 3J.';chi Province t; Hi gh Coca"l i ss5.:;:-ier , 

j\Jo . 339/1906 . March 31 , 1906 . 

2 . I bid . 

J . Hara(:;-<.J. ta 'l'in 1•'iines : First /ile o f Letters t o their London 
Of f ice , 1905- 07 , passim. c:oll•.:c tion held by Jos 1-;us -e:c1.:., , 
J os . 

Lt . Annual Repor t s , op . cit ., i'io . .55 1, ·1906- 07 , 1:, . 515 . 
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La t er in t he year Arao was a 0 a i:. v isited by Assi sta.YJ t Re s i dent 

:2.l colm1 f or t he f i rs t tirae i n fr.ree .1e ar s . He c ame t o open ye t 

31:o t he:r road ffom Kef f i t o the J 2-T £:.. ['1J.t2. tin 7ni nes a. rou t e which ~•ias 
? 

::.2 ing obs t ructed by t he pagan tribes . ~ Amo cl a ims t hat t h e fi r s t 

:."e ~:len ·,.,re·(lt on to F1no Kad i s 1,-1f"'1ic:":. :·le burnt . 3 In thi s case Amo Keta-ra 

:, c, i n Rukuba ment i oned above - iic. _:-:o t provi de ,L'1 i n t ra- e thn j_c i n troduction 

.:..::-~:;. t we.s co rr:Jon between fri endJ.y vil laEes on o t~:. er parts of t he 

; ,le.t eau . 'I'h is may have b een due to t he ' s tranger ' Rukuba el emen t 
I, 

:,re s ent i n the Amo Ka di s po :;;ul s.t i o,,-, or s imply a pr ecau tion t hat 

t:·,e :SUropean forc e failed t o obser-..re . 

J.fter burni ng 1-\Jno Kadi s , t he :;xro:pe2.n f or ce wen t to t he once 

' su:Jservi ent ' Kakkek . Here ho\-re',.: e~ , t (!ey al so me t st i f f res i s t e.nc e 

:)e fore eventual l y bur ni ng the vil lage . fhe once- f r i endly Kakkek 

a.p,:1 :;a r to hav e r e a l ized that t he fi r st exped i t ion was not simpl y 

::r, aberr a t ion t hat would never r e-oc cur a_'ld the,'/ r eac t e d a c co rdi n gly. 

· r,e r e s t o f Rukub 2. Di st:··i ct was t h en t raver s e d without further 

r cis i s bnce . 

'I"nos e a r eas in wh i ch i n i tL1l peaceful contact wi t h t he :Briti sh 

hc;d be en es t abl i s hed , as i n Y:a'ckek , wer e no·,, begimlin6 to realiz,e t o 

, ::,,t the:,; had comrr.i tte d themselv es . I n hi s ,Armu2_l cl.eport of 190Li , 

1 . XAX SirJ.-' 15/ 1 Ace , 125 Ba,;_ch.i }le, o:0 t 23 April- Jul y 1906 . 

2 . Annual Reports , op. cit ., '<o . 5';1 , 1906- 07 , 'J . 517 . 
; . J FP Amo v i ll age , 22 / 9/7 3 IV , n . 30 1. 
ii . l b.i d ., IV , _p . 306 and .Ames o p . c i t . , p . 102 . 
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:0 he paid t hrough vill age e ldc,rs as ' a t:dbute to a power 1-1:10s e 

·'.a.ws they acknowl e dge ', 1 becc1use until this time the pla t ea: 

i. r:habit~rits !:.ad been pa,ying tribute in kind . Wit:1.in a year , V·.-:2..;:5 , 

:~ :c-:;v iously considered pec.ce.ful , ~1~.d ree.lized •·11 1.t it had co:ne tc ~::.C. 

•.::-.en Briti sh Colo"J.:c Se:rz eant :S 3.:!_"ke~ a to t ?..ke food i r. t:""!S 

,; 1. l ac;e the J -?o ·~ l e refused . I n pa.i."1ic , 3a-rke:r ~..J~c1.. five of his :r1e:1 

oJe~ed fire ,,,it':: t:.-:e result t!!at one v, .. ,ar1.g me.n was killed end a 

r,,i:,:ber i njured . ?he officer comma..YJding Barker ' s ' D' Company noted 

. ' -iT 1 t . +h __ ~i ,..._ -:-.a_x . 2 1,-.2.·c wang peep e resen paying " __ _ The "Resident felt tr.at 

o;: the f act that it was never punis ':e cJ. ,' t 1:1.ey nev er came i n to "'u.r.c;::-u 

:,,; s ,lbmi t . 3 Vwang had internal probl err: :c; as wel l , .fo:::- they ha1 a 

r8J.a tively oower l ess i ndividual n.amed J a."lang ,-1ho wa s chosen as the 

' s; ropean chief ' by Vwang 2.nd acce cted a.s G1-mm by the British basica::.ly 

·~ecause of his ability to speak: Bausa , h i s sole qu'.llification for 

t'1e posit.ion. .Any attempts by h i m to coll ect ta:ices were iP.m1ed!.e_ tely 

re,mffed because of his \·leak tr?.d i tie r.al author i t y . 1Fr1i s n at11rall:1 

led to trouble w::-ien it came to collecting taxes .1+ This was the first 

:~uch prot est on t he Jos P1a t eau against taxa t ion wh:i.ch could :)e c2.l:.e3. 

t e 3ec ond pilla r of Indirect R1,le , t he first being the ap!'o~ntoe:-: t 

1 . Annual Re:ports , OTJ . cH . , : :o . !.;"(6 , 1904 , P_D - 223- Lr . 

? . lLJ\K SNP 6 op . cit . , Re io rt a.o . 30 Buku:ru ) is t ric t. 

3. l_bi d . 

Lt - JPP l-iadugu , Vom (Kaduna) 3 m_iJ ,0 s :-iorb of 'h·,,:.-,c , 5/9/73 , III , 
- !l , 139/5 . 
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~r a village head . 1 

By September 1906 , ye t another expedition was go ing into Bir on 

country under Assistant Resident A. C. Francis, now stationed. in 

'3tL1<uru , with thirty rank and file 2.nd a maxim . Eoss had r efused to 

2 t2.xes and rejected all dealin,5s with government messengers . 

aJ1d ':!ereng had also refuio e d t o meet either government 

o:iligation . Tne Gwom Kuru had 2-lso rsfused to deliver h i s t a x money 

""l:'. so Kuru was a t t2.cked . Com~oou1,ds were burn t aTtd grain a.nd goats 

s0e ized . Vwa:ng was found to be not well disposed and Franci s comment s 

t>.,, t it may be n ecessary to depose the Gwom ' a trucul en t and foolish 

cJ. d man . 13 Ross was a military prob l em being centred in the hills, 

2_:-,e1 a l arger force was ns,cess2.ry to defe a t i t. 'Iherefore , Resident 

'' o-.,;ard , with fifty rank and file e.nd a maxim , aC:lv,mced into t he Hoss 

r,i lls , destroying a_ considerab l e anount of Hoss town as an exa;nple 

L.-:, other towns . Wereng thus ff'.,,.re .J. , presented. no o:ppos ±tion and their 

::,x was col l ect ed . Even Zawan was trying its hand at r esistance , 

2.l beit passi ve , by refusin~; obedi ence 2.nd the Gwom was deposed . 

:-.D_narently he had ei the:r no :p0\·1er over his t o1-m or had no desire to 

. . . . 4 ·;:,_r:cy out instructions given lum . 'I'his could refer t o two types of 

:: isobedience on the Gwom ' s r2.:c t , e i ther failure to obey the .L . • cin miners 

·,::-,o 1;1er e encroaching i nto t he 3iron arc2. or failure to fulfil) his 

'1 . See Chap ter IV . p . 165 . 
2 . !,AK SliP 6 , on . ci t . 

J . Ibid . 

: Ibid . 
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1 ' t:1x r e S!:)Onsibilit:y ' t o the go~,.re::-rune:i t . Tin mi n ers were conside r eci. 
' ) 

i)J FT z-:.ncis a..nd by t hemselves a s ·car-: of the gov ernn en t admir1istr2. tic ~·: . '-

im was a,lso visite d and a :!)ortion o: i t was burn t for ' c onsis t e~,t 

i: cuculence ' and raenac.i n g Ni ger C:8 r::~'e..n~:1 con-voys . 

Despite l~e m_ple ' s feel in;- i . . ·1 302 ·tha.t. 2~i ngi Y-U:!.S t h e only 

p:~tY·.- l'.'":S.; , 3 south- Hes t of t he pr.o vi:::1.~e 

• , • , , , .. , ..L ' • 4.. .r . t t . . Li ·.- sU. sr:o-.-r'.1 i -cs e.l.. :. LO oe a ma Jo r cen t, :.:.~e 0 1. re sis ance o i nvasion . 

: i e Jo s }Jl e.tes:(J '.'"10HeveY , t ·;:e:::-2 verJ- few patrols after 1906 

,~:l these will oe mentioned i n lat e r discussions . 5 Of more concern 

; ::; the administration of t h e J 0 s arecl. . The fact that the area Has 

J.;~id bare for t h e convenience of t ~1e t in Miners has al ready beer: 

outl ined . To what extent were ~he 3 r i tish f orces prenared to ad:::inis ter 

·,reas newly conq_uered? Lugard ex.,,re ss ed the following desire for 

dw ch.i Province i n 1904 : 

'l'he pagan districts t o the south and south-west 
which occupy , :perha 11s , -.:;he l a1~·g•::.-: st ~;,or t ion of the 
provinc e , require more direct supervi s ion by 
Gover nment t han th2_t 1.1.r;.der ~i'-ul ani ru.le. 6 

1. As can be gat her e d by n ow , t he Gwom Nasa,ra ' s ( European c:1iei') 
power to enforce such :ne 2.S'., r~as not recognized in 
traditional so c i e ty . See.J?Pl'ladugu , op . cit . 

:? . Annual Re· ,orts op . cit ., ., o . 551, 1906-07, p . 493 . 
3. NAK SNP 15/1 Acc . 39 Bauc '"-.i. Re Jort jfo . 3, Apri l 3 , 1902 . 

J-!- . '11his a rea plus the r est cf \•1h2. t was to Oecome ~•lateau P2.."'ov2.:'!c2 
was subj ect to y earlJ' e:c:;ied i tions ar1d pat ro l s until 1929 . 

') . Such pat rols were usually a r esilt of the non-payment of 
taxes by some villages . Por ,:~...-, exampl e of s uch pat rols 
see Chapt er V. pu. 235- 237 . 

G. Armual Reports , op . ci t ., ~o . L~76, 1904 , p . 252 . 

. 404#)(#1 M.W.LG 104%; « 



·:ere Lugard ' s subordinates awa::·e of this and sufficiently attuned 

·~ ') new pol J.ticaJ. realiti es to carry out his \·fishes? To v,rl':at extent 

\.;e·:•e Lugard ' s sentiments fa"l acc ,irate Dea.sure of his concern for the 

1 ,,agan ' districts?1 And finally , . h2.t :02.rt did t he ' pagans ' actually 

,:1?.y in h i s scheme for iiorthern l•iigeria? 

tish Ad...-ninist r a.ti ve Folicies ,,,--,a. i"ew Poli ticeJ. Systems 

The i nitial concern of the British forc es from the time the 

:jr, ion Jack had been raised in Lokoja by the West Africa."1 Fronti er 

~7 orce was to conq_uer the emirates . Only when this was done could 

. ,. ;_ tish administration be imposed over N0 rthern Nigeri a . Once· 

:-· s,1 emirate was captured , as has been s hovm in 3auchi , patr0ls could 

·~? sent ou t to '_:pacify ' both those u':.d.9r the aeg is of the emira te 

•:rl those e.reas that were not. In t hose areas south and south- ,-1est 

·J i' Bauchi including the J·os P1ateau, t his r)resented .9articular 

,·roblems as ha.s been pointed out . ~Jo concrete pro-::iosals had been 

·•9_:ie to deal with those peoples who would not surrender when t he 

~-~_i. ;,hbouring ewi:r:·ate had and in fact Luga:cd h i mself had shovm v ery 

' · _,. _,., · _,. t · tl · -'- ' e=,,_ i·~,, t e c,,ritrol . 2 cl cc.Le in ceres in ou yJ.nC areas no c urmer ,., _ J He 

:>s left the i niti a l cont 3.ct 1.-1j_·~;-: t,·,ese areas to a simple raili tary 

.:,~) ln tion . Given his personnel , r:;1-lch a solution v,as unquestioned . 

r~ Ncolson , I . F., .Aili:1.inistr2.tion of li i rr2ria.. 1900-1 960 , 1969 , 
pp . 124-1 79 . li icolsor1 exarni _--ie3 Lugari ' s care er .in s one 
detail and notes how ofte!:1 LuJ·s.::::-d ' s wr i 'tin5s were more for 
J3ri tish public consumption thar, 2. tI'ue :n2asure of :•1ha t he 
had. cione in Ni geria . 

Ax1. jori 11 , o -n . cit ., p . 103. 
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.'i, e ori ent ati on of the Br i tish ',i . A. c, l-' . had been mi U. t2.ry in 

:i·,_ture , many of the officers comi r.c fro:n t }-,_e disbanded Royal : :i ,:;er 

c: or:1.9any Constabulary . It was men l :L ~:Q t ::-H? se - Uill i am Wal l ace , 

:a: t a in U. I:1. Rux ton , and J . A. s-'.lr :::. on - \vho becarne Luga.rd ' s c acire 

::, f 9oli t ical officers . B.o •,1,,ver , ev0,, as ea.rly as 1901, t here was 

•-:. ~;:rowing consc i ousness t ~1at <-:)- rnil i t ~_; -,y training ctoes not al\•le.y::; 

:::·Lit one f or tt= run_riing of e. d.i.stric T.. on a po l iticaJ basi s . 

.::.r:J i -crary and r.-2.s t er ful wher eas a J;'Ol i t i cal off i c er should , wl'1 ile 

u': i ng f i rm , be at the s ar:ie ti r.1e t ac tful and concil i atory •1 'l'o 

T,1.;. ;.,r d , t h os e areas unconq_uer·ed. by t he j i hac. i sts woul d only u.nd.ersta'."1.:i , 

---."i theref or e could only be con~rolle::i by , f orce . To him, t :,ese were 

v:il 6 .. pagan tribes \Vho had lone; defi ed t he po1..; t:. r of Bau chi , given t o 

. . . d t " " . . d · 1 2 :·a::.,.i ng car avans a.n o ac-cs o r ro ooery an vio ence , or , li ke t:':e 

0u.ro. , Birom and Jere wer e ' wil ci tribes t1:1at h ave only l a tely been 
") 

:.!.'.'ough t under any k i nd of con-;;r-o l by the (Bau chi) patrol s .• --' Lucard. 

,, '-G no t l ay do,.-m anyth i ng in the way of flexib l e guidel i nes as to 

,c'.-r t o approach t hese a r eas 1-,h ich reco1y1ized only a v i l l age chief 

·1· no v i U age head at all. It was a matter of .force4 not di p1om2.cy 

1. PRO CO 446/1 6 Iles :oa t ch 328 ':'iallace Actins· CoE'Jnissioner t o 
--C. O., ,Jul y 19 , 1901. ' 

2 . Amm a 1 Reports op . c i t . , i:o . u09 , 1902 , p . 6)_, and ifo . /17 6 , 1 )'.]2 , 
p . 252 . 

Ibi_2: ., No . 516 , 1905- 06 , p . 338 . 
Lugar d. , F . D. , ?ol i t i c al _ i·lemo.t·c3,r;ri.:i 1906 , p . 160 . In I·~s~:10 7 , 

on ' Pol i tical Offences and .?uni-:;iv e Ex,ieditions ' L1i ;;·2.r d. 
s pends mu.eh tin1e on l2.1d an ci t 1-.e :.1.se c .f force Hhen t·::0 
•normal ·p:::-ocess o f la'li 1 has becc:m2 inoperative .. l::i.c -:, l.so n 
( on . ci t . pp . 147-1 50) on iur_;q_dlw arJ.mi nistrc,ti.on po :i.n t 2 
out t f'~a t Lugard i s only try i :~ c:·to justify h is const 2-:'"'1t 
r c cours·e to mil itary so l utioas . 



-{T.d his officers could t a..lce the c,w fro~1 hi s attitude . Ani , of CO'J,rse , 

", i n miners fo'J,nd it u seful to i mi t,-,_te s·J.ch po l ic i es as well . Such 

, •;ues ' were not d i fficult to fi ne' . . 

Ar:longthe Tj_v , for exa':lple, a se6"'Ilentary or clan centrec:, soc .' ety 

~i;1ilcJ.r to a few groups already described on the Jos Pl a teac:., Lugard 

:·o:,nd what he call ed 2_ ,Jeopl e ',,no ".?.d ' no recognized chief ' and were 

- , •.-::ciys ' fi g·hting among thems elv es .' 1 'I'r.e burning of Abins i in 1905 

:'. '°- laid at the door of the Tiv 2nd an exl)Gdi tion wa s sent . He 

~oceeded a g2,inst them once a gain in 1906 onl y being deterred from 

fi ercer strug-g1e by the SatiTil rebell ion . 2 

Meanwhi l e in other areas such as Idoma, 3 th e Benue Lowland ,4 

':. '.3 well 2.s i n the eastern part of t":e plateau i tself among the Ang-as 

==1.n-l , as has been point ed out , t he Sur:::_ - expeciition s were ' h.s..ra s ~;;ing 

harmless pagans .' 5 In t his ini t ial perioci of conquest , there 

>. '.•\ cl been s ome tu1favourable comp2~::-i sons made , equ2..ting t hese punitive 

~trols with a Fulani raid , an ac cusa.tion that .Lugc:rd echoed i n h.i.s 

1 . C. O. 446/10 Lugard to C. O. :re . 153 of J'J,ly 4 , 1900 cited by 
Ikime , Obaro , ' The :Brj_ ti sh " l"acifi cati on" of t he Tiv 
1900-1 908 1 , J . H. S . N. VII: 1, DeceDber 1973 , p . 10L1 , A1 so 
see R. Sargent " An g-lo- 'riv Rela.tions 188~- 191!.., : the era of 
Aggression" Benue 'Ia.ll e~/ J.)::-ojec t Papers , ~:~8 . 

Ibid ., p . 107 and lhcolson , OI' , cit . , :o , 11,;9 . 

J . O' kwu , V. G., ' Idomal?~"ld n 1der Colonial Rule 1900- 1950 ' , 
paper -,;resent ed at the ;_,L:-e r - '3enue .Seminar held in ,1os , 
Benue Pl a t eau State , April 26- 27 , 1971+ . 

Ag·i , J ohn Ola , ' Protest and Heoellion a e;a i ns t 3 r i t ish :.Lle 
i n Lowland Division of _I>latea·J Provi nce 1902-1 930 ', ::,a,ier 
presented at t he ?,Iiger- 3enue Seminar hel d i n Jo s , J3enue 
Pl ateau State , A,iril 26- 27 , ,974 . 

,; . Lugard Papers , 1-ISS Brit i sh l;r;, ~re s . 61 o·., . c it. 
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:'ol i tic al i':8mora."lda of 1906 . 1 I'he ,:i l c1,tc2,u peo "le, as has oeen 

:c ;ng on and expected the Brit i s :: i rct r usion to be a transitor y 

-~->- eno2enon . '.C:--ie Colonial Of f i ce?.-::. t r.e end of l u gard ' s t er:-: of 

.-~ :~:·.i ed out ' just for tl:e sa}ce c:...."' -~- J.t:!h i ng t:':e native s the e~·fic2..cy 
? 

-.--- the ma:zin . ' - Perhaps closer ~: :; ·c~--e t 1.·"'u.th was the observa.tio:1 

-""1. e in a d.. i :'f2r.e:1 t context an3. :;. ~,., i 1 . 0 c, to Ken~ra , tha t ' punitive 

-:::z:1 edi tio:is we:::-e often w2.ged C-~.: ...... ' + i sh officers wh o were hungry fer-

~:: •.::~.a.ls .' .3 Howev er , given t he l c nf ·::cadi tion of resistance on the 

< ·c.teau .it see;ns q_ui te unlikel/ t,·:c.c t ma."ly of its peoples woul d r:9,ve 

.l-<Lomacy a.nd a few present s . 

1\t least for t he platea, .. erec, , :,ugard was beginning to real:i.se 

/4 -'.JJ 1904 that these groups could not b0 placed under Ful ani rul e . 

-·_:::Kev er, he 2.lso realized t hat at t:,..,is til'ile many of these eth.c"1ic 

. r oups were still beyond. t h e ' pale of the administration.' 'l'hus 

:'.t was not until 1906 that a ~1-ov c-:rr1.2:ien t represent at ive from 32.ucti , 

1 . Lugar d , on . cit ., p . 163 . 

2 . PRO CO U,6/52 C. O. to ':[all,~ce J2nuary 4, 1907 . A ye c1.r earli er , 
--colonial secr eta:ey C~l:-:--:::hi l l had suggested t hat t he0e ' s2.v2.5e 

tribes ' be allc,,,ed to ' e2. t e2.ch other ' until a more :.:;u i t2..-0J. e 
time to pacify them ;,_rose e,n.; closes with the commen t 
' At present ·we are siw:pl y :12."' ifting; along under tho cur!'en-t 
of military enterpris e arJ'i :dministrati v e arabi tion .' 
See CO Ji)_,6/52/ 5712, February 2/., , 1906 . 

Rotberg , Hobert I., 1,~rL tor , ·c?1Jell:ion in Tl l ack .c,frica , ·19 71, 

q . Armua.l Reports , on . cit ., :·o . L76 , 1904, p . 252 . 
17 1. 
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.,. Francis, as resident i n l3uku:::-u , ,"1:d if t he tin miners had not 

~·c>"r there, he most likely would c1ot h ?..ve been there eithe r . 

By the time he compiled the An:mc1J "leuort of 1905- 06, Lugard 

•.;;::. s ·oegini."1ing to pY.'opose so;:-rie quite clefini -te aims for the ' paf'aYJ.s ' 

,, " i 'orthern Nigeria , all of which revolved around production and 

~ -~ ·~1 • .:te ~ a major prerequisite of ' civiliz2.tion ' He spoke of ne,.-r modPs 

c>J. l tivation , access to formerly clo;:,ecl. r:io.rko ts, the introducti on 

,. ir.dustrial missions and a lL:;ht t 2.xation to spur them on in the 

? ·:yJ,n~: mentioned ende avours. 'f '..r1ese were Lu;:-s3-rdi.an policy statements , 

-;c: '.' o of whi ch had much connection with t he reality of life on the 

.:c c: ~'lateau . '11ime and again the platee.u farmer was observed to be 

- "-" . . t . h . · l · 1 · t · 1 ::'i ~t e11. 1c1en in is agrJ_cu .. -cura . ..L nroc.:.uc i on. J,T,3,rke ts on the _pl ateau , 

r :.;.s been shoi.,m previously , r;annot be sa.}.d io have been I closed' 

·, :"< , t for the British ban on t'1c sl ,we trade.. The industrial mission 

'.J,... -. light taxation were yet to come , and the se will be dealt with 12.ter . 

·,h~se were but proposals by Lu,2;arJ , made in a vacuum of knowledg,e . 

·~~·:e real ity of his worl d was s till e xpecl i tions. 

In 1906, the Political Memoranda presented more precisely what 

cs:(-~?di tions were and when t hey could be applie d for. By then , 

•1 -r:t.hern Ni ger ia , with its establis}1-::: d provinc es , Res idents, 

0 : 1 ·,_ Jist:dct Heads , could be s ai J to be undP.r so me sort of administrative 

0 : ,, 1e :c;al control. Cons equently , 2:cy expeditionary f orce apnl i0.d for 

Palconer , J . D., On Borscbac1': 1T1h::--oug'h N; rrer ·i ~ , 1911, }?.?-~ s i r~. 
Raphael, ,John R. , l'hrou <th U:1.known Ni Feria , 1912, (?) ~-
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·'oJ.ld have t he ' la1.,, a.t its h:1ck ' . 1 L:1. this i•r:emo:r::;ndum , Luga:rd. s ~t:.:; 

,., -" in detail what has already been clesc:·i:J.e d in real i tv on t he J o s 

Th , ' d ·- 2 ld b . t -'- - . . ?.i :1. ::eau. e rrcoceuure , ·chus 1.'.:!.i n ,:,,r;1, cou e :tn erpre L- 2 J. qu i t.e 

,_,:-o i12.terally by a fi eld officer, 2...11 ci. he· coul:l stil l be pret-=r.'=lin0 t o 

''ol l. ow what Lugard had for;:ml a t-?d . For ex2.mr,l e , L,J_&;ard wr ote of "t!1e 

... , :) _; st young .., _y., as lookouts . '?hr::se ;/o>J.D-? nen would shout a warning 

·: ~,~ r.. the approach of friend. ctn<: foe 2-like .. J If a "British forc e di.ci 

l ·' have a loca l guide , as was t n. e case, for example, among t he Rukuba, 

- ·0 <> shouts could easily be mi sunders tood . Thus Lugard ' s ins t:n:.ctions 

···,11'.l. be interpreted by a.11 o f ficer i :-i ch2.rge of a patrol to ,jus tify 

use of force in almost any s: tuation. 

In an ' unexpJored I area , i t wa s m,cessary for the polit ir:2.l 

;.;f fic er to send ahead conc i liatoTy m8ssagcs to t he villages which 

>e ',,ras approaching . In t:ii s wa:, , he could presumably alle,y 2-~y 

,:,.,n:i.cions t h2. t the vill agers mi,,ht have concerning his cominz . 'I'his 

.-; ·,s practised on the Jos Plate 'lu before 1906 t o a limited extent , 

•'-' l may sound very l i ttle different fro m the ' peaceful peneh'a tion ' 

-:J,) l L;y begun in 1907 when Sir Percy Girouard took over as Governor 

1 . Lugard, _on . ci t . , p . 160. 

? • Apparently the Colonial Office thought so highly of t his EeD.o 
t hat when Kenyan administr2hon was criticized in 1908 fo:c-
' needle ss slaughter ' a set of Lu,::;ard ' s Instn1ctions :or the 
Control of Expeditions' w,,s ser.t to t he East Afrj can 
authorities. See Hotberg , rrn . c i t . , p . 170. 
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t ' ... . . 1 of [for- nern 1O.geria . However , the seemi n::;ly slig·ht sh:Lft in policy 

:·ew out of a spate of correspondence o :::·i ginating with Acting Governor 

::r . Wallace and concerned with Oliver Ho,,;ard ' s ( Bauchi Res ident ) many 

The interminaol e arid wicies:;iread bloodshed was abhorred d ·t· 2 expe 1 ions . 

'i:: the colonial office .,:iossibly because of the public reaction . 

,/hen Giroucrcl c ame out a year later , r-e made the pe::-tinent o·bservation 

patrols for the establishrnent of 2- civil 5uvernrnent 
in 1Jortions of the country not yet under control 
could without the knowledge or concurrence of the High 
Commissioner carry on war-like operations of almost 
indefini te character and over l engthened per.iods .3 

:3ringing together the regul2.tions OD t he subject , Girouard t r i ecl to 

D:·ing home to the pol itical and mill t ar-; officers that t hey were not 

fighting I enemies I of the government . Ee o bvimisl y felt t hat i gnorance 

, f British La1·1 by those b eyond the reach of the Bri t:i.sh a d.mini.stration 

1,:2.s not c ause enough for i nstant retribution by an expedition . 

:;:n its 1Jractical a pplication i n '['i vland , Girouard ' s n ew r egulations 

;n,.;t with success. However , two f actors oust be raised in any query 

as to how well such a s ystew could have worked on the Jo s Pl a.teau . 

'l1he first of these factors wa s th2.t of t ime. Captai n Ruxton, 

:',1c sident of Ifo.ri Province, with t he competent as si s tance of Captain 

:o r ::i on had ample ti.me i n which to waneouver his way into oach h2mlet 

Dorward , David C., 'Br iti sh Co loni 2..l _.\.d...r:1inistr2.t i on aznong the 
Tiv (1900- 1948) 1 , Af ricau Affairs , Vol . 6B , No . 273 , 
October 1969 , p . 31 7 . 

2 . Prt0 CO 1+46/64 , Confidenti al Despatch Gi:couard to C. 0 . Au gus t 24 , 
1907 . 

1 .., . Pn.0 CO 41,6/64 , Confidenti al D2s patch Girou2.r d to C. 0 . July 10 , 1907. 
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,1r,i compound of the :riv . 1 Pati ently moving from hamlet to h ,1.nlet , 

t',cy were able with a very small es cort to ' invite t hemselves ' ir. to 

Ti vland . This also raises the seco~d factor o f' personnel . Cc.p ta.in 

·,or:lon was greatly concerned ,-:i t :.-1 t". e peaceful occupat ion of 

'. iv:Liu1d and resisted any attem=·ts to !'lay his ce.:cds ' . 2 nasti ly . 

-:_i_~_x·ton ' s backin;; , of cours e , wei[;heG. heavi ly in his f2..vour . On t!""1e 

T.ime , o bv.iously , becaus e of 

:·~s.c~-1 the mi neral r i ch area. , w2.s not f avoura'bl e . It was t he i'·Iining 

De··;3.rtrnent of the Ni ger Compa...ri,y· ?_nd. p2.~tic1..1.J.2.rly H. W. Laws , w:1i ch 

::i.n2.lly pushed the government fr.to ta.'-<in,c; act.ion. ';Ii th l i ttle if 

cry control from government hee.do_·Ja:cters in Zur,guru, aside frora an 

o:;c .1,sional s l ap on the t-.rrist , 3 t:t1e Re sident in Bauchi could se~d out 

o:: accompany any e:xped.i tion he tr:ou3·h t necessarJ . From this a::·ises 

·>e s econd f a ctor of personnel . 

In thi s particular case , :i t Has not the pati ent Ruxton but a 

young and aggressive Capt f:. in ~onourable Oliver Howard . 4 And in 

·.-to:-ds that proved prophetic Lun;c:.r d. H2 ... :-.::-::.ed t1.1a t his resting ' is an 
c' 

CLe:cimen t which would. not u:1likely result in bloodshed and disttc'::; .2.nce .iJ 

1 . Dorward, 0 8 . cit ., p . 319 . 

2 . Ibici. . , p . 323 , 
J. For an exanu:,le of such a (!?~se 0 ::1. the Jos Plateau see above 

Chapter IV . pp . 18 3- 184 .. 
4. P~O CO 446/31. No . 142 Lug2rd "~o C. O. A:r,ril 16 , 1903 , 
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'iy 1906 , he was Resi dent of Ilauchi :?:-o'r.ince a..YJ.d until his death in 

~e;1tember 19081 he succeeded in alienating any good will tha t 'l'empl e 

,:•;3.y have generated in Bauchi t own i tself2 as well as cutting a. wide 

:·o. t'ler bloody swath through t he ' :oaga.n ' areas . 

It wa s the latter action ,,1,1i ch bro 0J.ght t h e censure fror::t 1:iallace 

i n 1907 , the details of which it i s no t r:ecessar:r to enter i nto ltere . 

>,e evidence shows four expedi tions °t} etHeen July 1906 and J a."luary 

·, }J 7 ,.,,~ich , ac co-_c{i i ng to i;Jall ace , \·:ere c arri eel out w:i th undue sever i ty , 

·.-:i "~ "1 one among t he Sura alone accouncing fo -;:- t wo hundred and forty- seven 

,.i. Ued . 3 Tne Colonia l Office a ft t,::-' <extensive corres pondence wi th 

· .:;.Jlace and Ho'.1ard , left the lat t e:r ·Ln Bau.chi and closed the c atter 

·,.; i ~h the rather flippa:.vit rein.a.::}: t h2.t ' pun.i tive expedj_tions c annot 

< ·.,0.y s follow the ru les of civilizec, ·,·ta~·.fare . , l+ It was with such 
r:: 

•· o:·s on.nel that po l icies were made' and any number of memoranda by 

:..u,;exd or Gi rouard woul d not have ci.r:'oed t he power that such i ndividuals 

excerc ised . Given adequ a t e time , wo ;;_lc. p •2aceful penetration have worked 

o[. the platea-:.l and perhaps have cut dm:n on the enormous number o f 

c: ::;.:::ual ties t hat resulted and t he co:1seq_uen t disru? tions t hat followe d '.? 

J. 

Rev . George Fox, a mi ss i on2.ry in t~e 3auchi }Jrov _i.nce , state::.1 t hat 
Howard had died of an over.c.ose :J f mor:ah .i ne and i mplies t hat 
it was sui cide closing \·.1ith ::~e comnent t hat I his rule wa.s 
one of f ea.r ra.t her t h;m lov 2 . ' See ?eve rend Geore e T . Fox ' s 
j ournal , Vol. II , S2pte;,1b·,:r 2LY. , 1908 . Churc h Viission2,ry 
Society colle ction , CT·'.S Head0uarters , London . 

I kime , Obaro , ' '.rhe Bri t .i. sh in 3e.u::hi 1901-1908 : An ,,;pisode in 
t he B::.-i ti::)h 0ccu_9ation ktl1.::i ·~ori.t::-o l of l:~orthern ?.J i geria '. 
Present ed a t the His t ory Se:~i r?.:::· , Universi t y of Ibada;1 , 
on Octote r 25 , 1973 , pp . 8- 11 . 

P?.O CO 4h6/61.r or: . ci t . 
Ibid . No . 14060 enclosure . 

Ikime , o,; . cit ., 1973 , 'J . 11. 
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,,8sident Howard suE1s up his a:tti tua.e as fol l ows : 

I sincerely trust ti1at t ::.ere hc,s been no u nn e c essa..,.ry 
k i lling in this Province , I have always been moc;t 
careful to avoid urE1ecessary blood shed ; it is no t cy 
wish to depo pu l ate my :Province . I am a.fraid the.t 
the pol icy of peaceful p s :i.etration would not have 
been s uccessful in tl'E Bukun1, Hill Jmgas , 'l'engale , 
Tula '.lsn 6 e , and 1."2.ja :Jistricts and that apa.i.·t from 
t he question of Revenu.e , the deatns re sul ti n;:;- fro m 
internecine warfare , f:cor, r2.id s on cattle l<7 ilane 
and f rom attacks or. t ra.de::-s , •,•iOul d have exceeded he 
numbers that we have k i lle:. , :--iad s •;_ch a po l i cy bee:-: 
:purs:.:: e,:. . 1 

I t is pe:::-haps germane to ::; oin t o·Jt t hat the d eaths fror., 

1 >1ternecine ' warfare as well a s :,aids on cattle Ful ani were relative l y 

f-~ ·.,r on the Jos Plateau (as he,s beP.!L sho\·rn earlier) \·lhen comp2.:red to 

:.:·-: -:: singl e expedition undertal<en OJ :oward against the Sura . 'l'fie 

-,tt2.cks on traders did not occur unless the traders were non- i rn~i ;;er:es 

of t ne ar-ea and even then , on.l ,'/ if t hey were not being escorted by 

2 ula.tea.u trader . f·Tore to -::.he :::oint , if a firmer stand on tin minin3· 

r,o l i cy and a mo re definite di rec tio r. ori non- Musli m areas had b een 

,).'t e n by the British Acimi nistr2.tion per.C'Ia_f) S much of t he ' necessary 

jloods hed ' could have been avoided . 

I'he Ti v during t he fir st ciecad.e of the twenti e th centur :r h2.d 

'-'l.' r.eiv e d both the fist and ·~he open. ~t2.nd from the 3ritish aC.n in is trat i oYi , 

t~:e former off ered by Lugard and t1:e l a-~ter by Gi.2:·ouarcl . Tu:::-suj.n;_;· 

.,- ,-;·ard I s policy th e Bri h s h v ery ,7ts.' ckly learned that a oonL·or: t a tion 
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a,,d pacified either -oy force of arms or f::'ienclly overtures . 'Ji th 

2sc=s;;1entary societies , t he latter Jol 2-c;; , whe re possible , w0uld be 

i n the long ru.n the least expens ive i. 'i'.1 :-:1en a.:1d material for both sides . 

-,r~,e peoples of hat was to beco'l!e c",G ? l ateau Province r esisted 

~:: .il i tarily the bUropear1 intrusio:1 ::E·o2.· "t;;,,;e~ty- fi ve consecutive ye~irs 

·.,:l~ile the 'I1i v he~d come to te:ros ·,-.ri t h -•~ he new order within a decade . 

It may be argued that the Jo s ,l,,_teau was much more diverse than 

-::·te Tiv area hav·ing a mul ti .0lici t;y o:.."' et!1..:."'lic e;roups each ready to 

-r e s ist any i ntrusion . Thi s is quit e true . However , the marriage , 

;::- :c.de and ri tual lidcs already outlined in Chapter 'l'hree may we l l 

-:"ve been put to greater use by ti;e 3:2it'.sh admin5_stration if it had 

_ '" " been pu shed into conquest by i~;:;_1a. t ience anci , more directl y , by 

tj_·r, interests . '£'he plateau h2.d t o :;e conquered and conquer0d quickly . 

-,L,1s by 1906 , the year Lugard l eft Iii geria , vi:c tually every village 

on the pl ateau had been visited by exI1edi tions coming mainl y from 

:,.c uchi . Taking into consideration tie chax1ges already made by these 

exn0di tions in the villages they ent-2red , it was perha::•s too late to 

h?.1 t the long term effects of such expeditions . 

The sole concern in terDs of adrni nistra.tion of this area soon 

, •-::- ce,me obvious - the tin c2..:T1ps . 1l'o t :1e 02.st of lJ os 2?1 a:tec,u arno:'tg- the 

.,uTa., Ang,~s and Kuleri , a _;;erm'o.nc:nt a.dr:>i.nistrative centre w2._s not s e t 

until 1920 at Pankshin 1.1,.,de r Dis t -·~ict Offj_cer B. 2 . Lawrence , w'.-'.ile 

.-:1 1~:1.Lru had its D. O. by 1906 . 1l1ou..'.'i ng ir- Eukuru district was a kind 

:n~ning camp ins;,ec tion a,l t hough ciy 1910 the :22.uchi rc:~Jort s cou l -:t 

2:,2;,,k of prom:rit po.yment of taxes which were bu t ' tokens of su::c,iss.ions ' 
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"i•:i.th a c api tation tax not being· in.2-ur)J.1'2.tecl until 1912 . 1 111 2.:-c 221d. 

ti n mines would be uppermos t in t :,e ninds of Distr i ct 0fficer3 fer 

some time to c ome . 

Meanwhil e , the Plateau peo-;:,le s iad their OHr. react i ons to the 

21 i1= ns &"ld-fhe1r im :.os i tion of n e'.•: , ol.2. ticc;.l form3 . Becrmse of t 11eir 

o·,•i::, h i s , o ric2.l 02.ckg-rom;id , the ·,,l ? te~u peoples he.a. p r ovided t :'1e 

~-~::.i t ish invaders with 8.!""1 i nconsist-~nt o:0posi tion . Traditionally , 

\-::lA:.-1 a new ;§:;::coup &..rri v ed on the -~ la t e3.u it 1:ras either resisted if i t 

,. ·oved thre2.tening or absorbe d i nto the sedent2.ry co:nmuni ty . '/he 

.ce,;sary pol .i.. ti cal and social 2.d. just.~en t s were t nen made to accommodate 

i ~- . With this 11revious pat tern in :::ind , a number of communi t :~:;s 

:• '.: ~i:EJp t ed t o ' absorb ' t he Europi:2n .:orce and use tl-ie exped i tio::: s the 

,,uro;Jeans undertook for their o·,·m cur "•oses 2.gai nst their immed i2.te 

2 -rr:o ta.gn n i sts . For example , the Bauchi-al l iecl Se.n6a aided t::. e 

3a:.i.tish age.inst Jere ; t he :i:'yen1 , again pro- Bauchi , looted Kere::-i5 after 

;;"·,r.: Keren g horsemen h ad been de.:eat e•'.L 3 '·ii thin ·the Jos Plate,;.,: t:-,e 

"eoples of Gashi sh villa.c;e area f'olloHed or accompanied t h e :Bri -:ish 

:'orce south to Hongillla. and l ooted. l·'.on::;una a f ter foe expedi tioY: ' s 

' · · h +h L. th t . . " · l t " . 1 . . ' s~: J.rmis~ v ... ere , · us con i nui:ng tne: r ong s anai ng s t.,rugg e ;,,,·i tn 

c:•o se south of the Gnar River bo ~1!'.a. ·or;1 . To the north , Joss 2.c1d. Z'lwar: , 

·1. ~·JAX Josprof 373/1 912 Annua l ~ s _po!'t on Cent:cal (132.:uc.hi) ..:=:~ovince 
-for 19 12 . 

I t is i m ortant here to note t ~1 e rn ig±1.tion·s recounted ir. 
Chauter II in order to fu.1 1•,r 0 ,-::·a sc·. the v a :::- i o:..<s relat'-o:-,sh.i,.• s 
2.1-no~g the Plateau vill a g-es . , ~",-, . 63- 73 -

_3 . JPP Kereng v i ll age , 15/1 2/73 \' , 9 . 105 . 

!: . J PP Gashi sh Kukaruk vi llas e , 3/3/73 I I , p . 109~ 
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" · 1 1 t' b.e d ".··,ir~ .. d .0, .. ti· on·, oc,· '.;.,,-e ,J. 1 in J)ar·l,lCU ar , comp ained to .Laws about _ c ,~ :~ .., - 1..:;J .... 

·.-; !:o in turn after being subverted , B:s.de their o':1n accusations a[;ainst 

-z,~n.e Iri gwe . Eiango and Xwall heel dri·ven Gyel east;,.lards and e.l though 

t,,ey acknowledged having been warned not to continue f i ght ing , 2 

v ey did not t ac(e these reproofs serious ly . Cons equ ently, ,-hen they 

>)~1tinued thei r· attacks on Gyel , th ey found t~e '.-,1hi te man waiting 

:·:n' t hee, and :ie drove t hem back to t 'cei.=· ' co untr y ' and beyond i nto 

It ,;" s o ov .,ous t o the Irigwe tha t 

'l'he same suspicion existed between ·(he Bi rom and Ganawuri. 11,'hen 

t >.e 3ri tish patrol came tc,.ck to Gana\•mri after t he initial conquest , 

L·:e D. O. is reported to ha·ve :::ntere C.. t:l.e 11se section first a:-id nobody 

_; _-_:::e out to mee t •him . Ee fi red i nt o ~he air b11t s t.ill nobody e a.me . 

1 1e ~a.r1awuri , who were hid.Lnti , ~e.f'-.1seC: t o come ov. t as t hey WE:re afraid 

t;,e :B i rom (from VHi,ng) who guided. tr:e :C,u.rope2n would take their 

l ive stock . How(~ver , the :;:.sU.ropca.n i n terpr eted t his action as 

i.:-i-t J:'ansigence and burnt t he Ganmmri houses a.rid t he 13 i rom collecte d 

t'12 livestock anyway , while the Gana,,mr i fled t o t ak e refuge i n ne 2,r by 

Such collaboration as ment io n0,(J above was not sur.Prising . It 

·.·. -t 3 not a matte r of hel ping t he ne• . .; fo:cce j_n its conquests b:,.-:; u t.:J.iz i.n g 

i. J PP Dahwal Tl ali , Gyel vi.JL:,;;·e , 19/8/73 , II , p . 265 . 
? J P2 Chinke cl2,n , Kwa.11 , -19/ L~/ 73, IV , y . 7 . 

"J . JPP i,!iango , 2Lr/3/73, IV , p . I.JS . 
,J F? Dandonc .?a ·:. , Ganavmri , 23/S/7;, , I V, p . 211!., . 
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5.ts conquests tD assist the c oll a" o :::·~to:::·s . It coul d be pas sivs 

2-ss .istance a s above , or an active y 2.r t i cipation as when the J?c:: ite 

a1J.ied with the Bri t i sh a gainst t ~e )_sa...'1te , the Yo ruba of reti..: wi t:i 

t he French a ge.inst Dahom.ey and tl1e Ibadans with the 3ri tis:-. a5::.i ns t 

,,,,e Ijebu . 1 As can be seen fro::1 t·,e foregoing- account s · of t>:e 

ex-editions , collabor ation was :-io t 2. 'Oc,rticularly ·,1idesnre2.:i 

"'.'lenomenon . It was a f ter t~e r:1iJ.i-t::;_ry ' test ' t:-"'_2.t the coll2.Jo ::-f.::tor-s 

,.-r~ x·,.: appointed e.,s I chiefs . ' 

Wi t h or without a battl e , tr-e 3ri ti. s h Officer asked for t-:e 

:~:-, i_ o f i n all v illages whet!:er the::-e WQ.S a ch i ef or not . This sinpl e 

·: ue s t ion 1.-1ould shaye a la;~ee ~2!'t of t he villages ' future . ·r~e vill ag-e 

•? 1-d .::.irs had t1.vo pro blerr.s to solv e w~-:8Y'! the Er __ ·_ t i s h officers ' r eques t 

·.·ia.s made . 1.I'he fi·cst was to dec i de '.-:'h2t:1er to t ake up arms o-:: not. . 

:",e second decision to be m2.de / 0Jl o·,1ed. from t he first and it w2.s 

·,,ne ther to i dent i fy the real chief to t!'le invaders or Dot . ·.-rr. :i chever 

E,o lution was de c i ded on would i nevitably bring mo:r·e difficul -: ie s . 

If the chi ef was no t i denti fied. , mili t a cy force was used by the 

D:·i t.i sh . After thi s , if the rea l c':'lief or his represc-m tati 0.r e r:ie t 

the conqueror s , he risked his li fe . I :1 Gyel , Gwom .Jamang an:l i n 

Lereng Bi shka.ha.111 Kum J ebnuan were -t 2.ken by the :Br i t .ish and dici n:,t 

1~c;-tu:cn . Other v i ll ages quicltl:r r e alized the dangers pos ed b/ t h i s 

:1(;·.-,, fo rce , a danger i-1h ich i n p1: s ~1io t__:s t i n e s had not exis t ed . Tie:~ 

1 . Crowder , h ichael ( ed) ':lest .Cfric3"~' Hcs i stance : ';_'he E i L t:-, :-:r 
Resuonse to Colonia l Occ,u -:: ::tion , London , 197 1, p . 13. 
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c; ader he.d been sacred - as priest chief - 1,,;ho was above war , an 

8.Spect of the society better attended t o by the ' heroe s '. The 

_o,:, i es t - chief ' s sole duty j_n t h i s respect was to bless the fi 5hters 

?.:c:.t pray for victory . With the comi,, ;>; of the :SU.rope an , howeve r , he 

.. ,,.. _ _, being suunoned to meet t'1e ene;:w . 'l'his was an action untr1ought 

~- oefore 1902 ano. from recen t exc·e r :.ence with t he European forces, was 

;•21t to be most dangerous . Thus , someone e l se was s ent to re pr e sent 

: e chief , a junior me mbe r -:.-f t ':l e c h i ef ' s househo l d for example . 

_ -, times it would be this ~. n :i i vidual who was made chief . Such was 

~- e case in Zawan. 1 In other villa ges , the man chosen by Kwog o and 

-- 2 f 1 : ·,·.'?.ng or examp e , could s peak the ne wcomers ' l anguage , Haus2¥ , 2 .. nd 

, s there.fore sent out arcd rec.:o gn.ize d by the Brit ish as chief of 

',·_,,:,e villages . In Ganawur'. , 1:hich hac. no chief , the Gwo,nah;,d Gyan 

,J _~ Chus clan me t the British on t heir second arriva l i n Gan,nmri . 3 

. , ,1 then t he I1oroa gToup to the south had wa rned t he!'l not to fi ght . 4 

.' .. u 3 Gyan was giv en a tur ban , a go-.-m and sor.ie money t he latter of 

·<,ich he saved be c aus e t hese ne,.,comers rni t;ht come back for it . 5 

,.:e gown and turbar1 he had no use fo r and did not u nderstand what the 

i,,,,"_ders w2xited of him . At t ,,at ti;~'" , a .former G2.11a1-mri slave 

6 ;c_·"bok had escari ecl f ~·om h i s o,-mer i n Kano a :-icl. made h is way oac;k to 

i . JPP Zawan v i llag e , 11/8/D , Il ' p . 172 . 
JPP Kwor;o vill a ge, 1 /2/73 , I ' p . 218. 

_; . ,JPP Madugu Vom Kaduna. , op . c i:.! . 
I_PP Dandong F'a.i , o o . c i t . 
J :)? Da Gyang Kit , op . c i t ., IV , ,j . 269 . 

:: . Ib id. . 
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;::-:YJa\•.rur.i . As he did not ' go na1<ed 1 ;.:c:d could s:0~2.k Raus a., 5- t w2 .. s 

· •. ,c, a ssurned that he could unders·h:'1d t:--ie Eu1:opean . He w2.s a l sc fo:i:_ci. 
a 

:-~2~ve been closely related to t~-,~e :-=:hus clan , being Gyan ' s n:rer0 . 1 

-the Euro pec.,n came back he sou. "S·:'"1-t ~he ma_ri wi tl"! t he turb2 .. n a::6. 

'c"ese 1 r e}.1 resent•.tive 1 chie f taircie s . Only i n Vwa."lg was an 

~owl edged war hero of considerable stature , 1:iadugu , made Gworn . 2 

-!.r·i t;S"1:.re , though , a more i nteresti ~!-J' s ituation 2.rose in a cf:i.ei'less 

: ) ·iety . 

I n the Irigwe mig:eation , previously recounted. , it uas pci i.nted 

·. •_) . i h.1merically superior , t!:9y fo ::.::'med a welcome a.ddi tion to t~'l.e 

: "~ ·,,;e rnili tary forces e.s well as '" v•; luaole trade lin...1< with ·:fausa 

-- :"" ~.-:->~rs in Za..."'1gon Ka tab . They Her8 a'.J sorbed ancl their posi t2..on was 

-~ o:' little ritue.l importance . Eo ·.1ever , in matters of external 

· · 0 i :·s - trade , allia,"!ces or co,1·oa. t - they led . It was this cl8ll 

. : ., ., s1iea.rheadec' the attack on ::;yel and. inevi taol:r bore the ·orun t 

I f a womi"l fro,n chwanrr, ( cl8"1) ' -~ ' r;, ,, .,... -~7 ec: in ,:, ]-: ,,: 0.,ng ( cl:J_;-, ) ' _-,., 
her ch ildren will c all :-,er i'2.n·,c,r ' s orother- c, in ' A' ~-,. i_, 
whJ.1e th •:?y (th e brothE~ :1:s) v•..:.ll call tl;.e c :,-jJ .dren of t :.--1.i ~ 
marri age .b.:{em • 

. _; ·_?1) __ na.dugn , o-:J . c.it. , pass:..m. 

... 
j' 

ii ! 1 

Ii 
ll 
H I~ 
" 
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:~os t war ~ ' it ;,-ras t hey \•.1};.o r:eso "'.: i t2d ·,.J.i_ th the Brit.1 sh . v'.·:a. Tire i , 

~-enowned -:.varrior was t aken 2,.1,-:a.y \-_rj·~·n :;.yel b r ought i n the Tir i t i s h 

:·c ,·ces because of his l eadershiu of t ':.e Iri6~,:e i n co mbat . 1 

As a matter of cou~se , the Px;e~i t ion asked to me e t t he chlef . 

_, e !•:adzi a cle.n quite n2.tural ly p:' ~:os-r: ted ':;!:ingay , their cl an he2.d , 

-,; the ~)1ropeans as t he chief o: Ir:.. ; -.,;9 for t h2se !natters . 'the other 

,-l-:-.n3 acce pted th is as :-.Ja.cizi:-~ ' s :-i ---- -:. , for not only w2.s Nadzia i n 

',.·,2;e of external rel o, tions lmt t°':eJ could a lso speak Hausa , t he 

• :·-t:.:-a.ngers ' l s.ngu age . Chi ngc\y tD.u:_:; s~ c:arne , in ilirqpee.n eyes , chie f 

ico.c:go and a t tne sawe t L 1e , Chin:°,?J ' s ass is t:mt :;ecause '-l e too could 

.·:1."?~c :'iausa . 2 

.As has been pointed ou t , t he s e •,,1 -?: ro 'P."~U:!:'opean chiefs . 3 'l1o the 

~-:··i,swe , an obv j_ ous poli tical step '.'."'~ ::.ll. been teJ<: e!"! . Chingay was t h eir 

;ont::>.ct with t he Europea.,'1s ?~'"lei he was t o ensu:i:-e t:i.at fi ght i n g 11i th 

'"· iliropean was kept to a mini mum . 4 .t,e re2.l :iower o f the viJJ. age 

-t:· ,-: r i tual power - would re r:-i.~1.i n i.n o t :'.:er hands . Thus a situation 

.ros2 where the British establ i sl:ec. i "ii:'.·ect r u le but n o t as t ".:ley 

· ,::d.ers t ood or int8nded i t , Hr1.il c The rn?, o-ple ove~.' H'"iom t hey established 

.,~:~.s rule were no t in f act sub:n i tti :·,._~· _,.., :: al l . ·.1\~e collection of taxes 

1 . J PP IIadzi ,~ clan , ];wall ,,iJ. l.a _,,, , ?3/!i/73, I'! , p . 18 . 
--ll1P _Gh ' nke clan , X,n.11 vi Jl?<e , 1'-)/3/ 73 , I V, p . 5. 

J . See Cha.pter IV . P• 19 3. 
J PP J,Ifr.ngo vi1la0e , 24/3/7J . 
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l],, ; ·'lg' trea ted as conqu ered . 

".~': military resistance of t r.e Jos .i'J c,_ teacJ. . 

( 1) I n :nost ce.ses , a s e ·:-~ -~·e ' t c:'3 -:: ' of t ree 3ri t i sh guns ,,12.s 

+ re s ist fore i gn military a.d'r-:=~.,.,._ces . 

(3) I nternal di sput es :e r.cl '"Jl. :'.2::c es pla.yed c1 pe.r t i n t': e 

·c:l:.: ues ts of sor1e vi l l ages c..s c~ i e:•:--i. -. :i t "i. es wt1re not f orgotte:1 with 

, t he British , to subjug2.te ~ n ~ N' '.l . 

(4) The 'European ' chie f ·.-::-:en c:c- :? ated withi~ ths se societ i e s 

'"•;. very little if any power r,,;J was relegated to t :"!e role of tr,e 

2':i ef ' s s pokesma..11. t o the E>n·oiie ~, -. s . Eis .impor tc1.nce ·oo th to the 

c:G::,.tnun i ty arid to h imself woul d iric:cea s e as he was s·i ven more 

C::0 decades and wil l be dealt 1.,.,i tf~ i n. th e las t two chapters .. 

, r·. ~~~a.11 , e s ~qccial ly in the nort1~ ert1 2.!l ~- c entr2.l section v:here tin 

'"'·:-:-f.; was knov.rn to be concentrated . 1.::'he .ir.v,-:.:.si on of th~ Jos pl 2. tec.u 
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::;:,curred in three waves. 'J'he f irst ex'.1ed i ticns of the Bri tis,1 

0•1e:cnment were undertaken very tenuously in order to e xtend the 

~~itish territory . The second expeditions ini tiated by ·the tin 

' :: terests in late 1903 and 190L, \•; e :·e to complete a conquest of t he 

·:. i :: bea,:ing a::-eas or: the pla t eau . :'.' ' .e tl:ird set of expeditions 

i ·, '1905 cL'1d 1906 was to consol i d2. te sr,d extend. Bri tish suzerainty 

a3 ~ell as tin mining interes t s over t~ e ,Jos nl a teau . I t was the 

~:· c·'1e pl2.teau a ;,,d its future activ i.t i e s would also shape vecy 

: : , 0, :.::·:cedly the colonial perioct i nto Hr, ich the plateau \ieopl es had entered . 

I t would be well to note that ,3.1 though many of the sooieties 

h.2 .. 'C conquered by force, it must not then be a.sst~necl that this rn9ant 

.··i~e .. t t ering chenge to t he so 8:L ety , 8. sort of tr2.u::1atic s '.lock with 

:,: ~c': t h e people could not de e.l. Tn.is i s t o a ::iply t o the conqu es t 

· .c: .its effects a ser ies of sun,:osi tion s that would produce a 

ii :• :;or ted ~i icture of the real s i. t uation . 

'.rhe plateau 11eoples ha.d foucJ:o t, :::-esisted 2.,'ld been defea.ted by 

·: -.J chnologically superior f-'.lrce w"lic h used. weauons that invoked 

:'c:: r an cl wrought de struction . rTo a ~te:n.-,t f urti1er r:1ilitary resistance 

·.·:,·;Li be suicida l. It now fell to t 1,e co :nmun i ty to survive as bee; t 

•:;c,ul ci , given t he new s e t of circumsto.:-:8es , and to defend. t"r1o se 

· --ti t1J.en t par t s o.f the societ;y 1.-ih .i.cf1 they felt o f irr. :·,01"' ~2.,nce . 

~-~l i tary streng-tf'~ had not s -1cc.eedeci. in routi?1_·,,t:'l r! "i nv2~de r s , t he 

~.':-:-: t co1;.rs e chosen was thct o ~-- isolat ion , nc.it f i:·om ee,ch other but 
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i::-: 1.·1hic:: the i nt ruders ex-,-:res::;e8. i -:-: -Ser.e st . Con t2,ct beti,..reen the 

-.-.:.l l ?_gers a:o.d the invaders i n alJ. o-t~'1er thing s woul d be discrnr.cas·ecl . 

Howev er , as the first dec2,.d.e r:; f t:·:e t-.. ,entiet~: century drew to 

;- close , and the second. d.ec .3.de:? ~2.s.3 2::i , i:. }1.e ' cont e..ct d1--::mands ' i ncreased 

· .:1 :pressure w2.s no longer l i u ited to the overt ::Jol i t.L c2.l b,i t 

'.~ 2 0 t he so-:;ial , economic aY:cl reli ~;i. o:.;.s as:9ec ·ts of the society . 

::.,,_.; weans of r esistance o.r a ::urther refinement of ' isol ation ' 

j_ to be s ought to stem t hese more subtle a:i d. 2. t time s not so 

:~ '._:_b tle denends . The manifesta.tior.s of t h is ne1:1 f orm of resistance 

,,. J i be outlined in the fol lo,..::tn~, eh 2: tec:s . 
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C:c!Jl.P'l1.2?. V 

PLAT~AU P::x:>PL-SS fc,-:D .ALIEl'l GOV::;8lll1ENT ( 1906- 1935) 

'l1he i ni ti2.l rep8rcus si.o:-,s of the Brit i s h conquest of t::e 

.1 0 s Plateau p20-::;les and the i r resul tE.Y'!.t 2."'e s i s ta.>:c e ha \/~ been dealt 

.':! ~h in tts- :,cr~vious chap t er . Before 2-n av-is.1ys is is made of 't:"ie 

·onomic , soi~-ial a:;ici political· ch:i.nges t.hs t occurr ed on the Jos 

. l 2~ teau prior to 1935 , it i s i nrcortant to ex21nine t'::e f ~came·;,;ork 

~: i.·"1:. hin wh .i c.h these c hanges pre·,.r,3_::.led . T'~e fr e.rne,,,;ork to be cor:s .: . .d. ered. 

l 1h e goverrunenta l sy stems existin;;· on t :,e Jos Pl e.teau befo rE: 

F00 have been defined . 1 ;l'hc :3:·itsl1 administration a fter be 

~~Dnques t of t h e plateau sough t to repl e~ce t hese indi genous systems 

• .. •i th 0overnmental systems of British design . ;1eh1een 1906 2.nd 1935 , 

t '.. -~ :r: C?e types of governmen t were i ntro:~uc:ed - Direct Bri t ish r ...t le , 

1906 , the Mus lim e.nirate model of i ,Hii rect ru1e 1912 , 2nd "P,h·2-n 

i,ciJninistrati.on" 19 35 - none o f 1.-1nic h proved .effective . 

'l'he iIJposi tion of Direct 3 .::· .i.'c.ish rule was t he immediate co'."s equc9nce 

the conquest o.f the Pl a teau v illages . A vi llager ·~vas a ppo inted 

u,:; t he British as headman aXlG in !Tl'.)St cases h e had hel d n o t:·3-d i t ional 

~~-' tt:1ori ty but was merely t he PG:rson r esponsi ble for deal i ng w2. th the 

1 . See Chapter III , PP• 110-1 21. 
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:,l iens upon thei:r arrival. Ee bec 2.:ne t he .Brit i s h agent with littl e 

,,:;.thority of any kind . 'rherefore , t'-,e District Officer had to handle 

::'ost of the j udicial work a.'1.d tax collection . Such a pol i t i c;.il system 

could not endure . The British di ci not h ave the personnel t o a cimini ster 

""·eh v i llage i n divi dually . Given the overa ll Br itish cormni t tment i n 

::o.::- thern Nige:c·ia to i ndirect rule , a sys t em of direct r ule had 

· i_-C :ier to be ,justified as tempor2,ry a.'1::i towa:rds the emi:rate 

.cc.e1, or as pa:rtially if iDdirect. 

'I'he Muslir:1 emir ate model of i nrl irect rule was the system the 

.·,, i ti sh wisherl to impose on al l Nort,,ern Ni geria . Th is model was 

·, ::'f ecti ve only i n governing t he traders a.11.d mine l abourers who were 

:'or the part I'•Iusl im . T'ne British entertained. some ho pe that 

,11 emir of Jos could be install e d anrl 1:h2,t h e woulrl govern the Muslims 

;_;,;id the non- Musl im pl ateau reo:pJ. e s 2-s v:el l . 3y the end of t he first 

/o.cl d War , t hey found tha t t hi s coi.: l ci :1o t be done . The emirate 

0:odel under a Sarkin Jos 2Ild _t heoretica.l l y part of Bauch i emirate was 

r Gtained i n order to judge Muslim ca.ses and collect taxes from the 

a.li ens on the pl atea.u . 

The third governmen t al Sj"stem 1-'h ich will be cal led "Pagan 

... cJ111 Lnistration" was not at temp t ed until t he late 1920 ' s a~1d 19JO ' s . 

,;"·is wa s a t erm used by the .Rri tis'1 to d2s cribe their hopes that a 

1 .:10 •;",rerful ma..vi ' would emerge from t he di v ers e plateau government al 

'°'/3tems . By inves ti gation , the .Ilri t!.sh expected to I find I and elev2te 

·•i'.;h a man to be chief . Such an i:'.movation 1-1ou l d be an improvemen t 



;,.. 

218 

on t he ineffici ent Direct rule :;·•:stc,:c ·out they :pl a:,neci. to t 2ke the 

sys tern a step farther . Under t:-_ese ' chiefsc ' t he British wi s:1ed to 

combi ne histori c a lly autonomous vi :;.lag-es into units accordir0 g- to 

t t::::-i bal ' cri terie. . This would c:-::·22, ~e 11 i a g.2..,.">1 tri ba.l administ:r2.tions ' 

· . .rith one man - 2~ chi ef - hea5.5 ... ::. ; 4 t ::-1er:1 a:!1d responsible to the British 

:_.·, ::~ i nistra.tion . '1.10 t h e Bri tisn this h2..S believed to be an adaptation 

:.::· -che e:nirate :-100.el to the 1 P ::i :~-~rs '. It was assumeO. that ethnicity 

r~;.t~er t ~2.n Isla..:n was the proper C,2¥sis fo r creating l arger ad.::1inistrat:..ve 

u,, i ts among the indigenous ueo ,: J_ e of t".-,e Jos }1l ateau . 

" ri tish Administration : Indirect lb.le for the Aliens 

I n any co;r.ment on the British ;_dsi n is tration of the I p2-e7a.ri ' 

~J ateau i t should first cf all ·ce uo j_nted out that the ' tr.:r:ity ' of 

a.tive Courts , l-iative Authori ty s'1 :'. taxation1 were quite difficult 

t o introduce, let alone opero.te er enforce . As wi 11 be shown ,m 
en:irate ' system' was attempted f or Jos 2J1d the newcoll!ers to tne 

ul a teau up to 1920 but i ts f unc cion Has mainly to look after t,, e 

c: i f f icul t administrative pro:_ile~1s . ';/i t h tne 1foslim concep t of gover:--.n: 3n : 

o.nd their own policy of I ndi:!:'eci: ?.u le . aJ\,:2.ys Defore -them , the 3ri tisf1 

d.id not f a vour ' direc t ' :eule w~:ich ~~--:.e segrnenta.r_y societies s eemed to 

1. Ikime , Oba :ro ' Recons i de:·~~~g =~ ~-.;_~ ... s et _.: b.1le: T:'1 e l'J i ger.:i.2-.11 E:x:ar:1ple , 1 

J HSN , 4(3) , Decemjer , 1962 , p . 424. 
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,o lic::,' followed wa :, one of trainir.g- t--iese 1 1,holJ.y u.nc ivilized :y.a6 m1 

tr ibes ' in t he system that was in VO iP,le throughout the Mus l im areaG . 

;_s no allee;iance to a 1)a.:ra.rnount c\-iief existed , the politic2.l officers 

·.,;ere obliged. to undertake a t1ore direct resyonsibil i ty for courts 

Such a s:t stem meant more perso "1nel , a major difficul tyin British 

;~JJ.onia.l ad.ministration and a ·ori':-:!e r ee.son fo::::- the incention of 

-~d iTect rule . 1 Availabili ty of st2.:~f ,,as no t a stI·onffpoint o f 

·,~ i t'.sh colonial rul e in 3auchi :":rnvi:1c e or anywhere e l se i n Nigeria . 

1906 t i1ere was a__r1 averag e of \ . 6 Dolitical offi cers i n the province ; 

'• '' 1908 the figure was six . 1'1-; is s,.1all number took caI·e of ti-,e t\,o 

~::-Ji r ates , Gombe .:,_nd Dau.chi , 2.~; ·.-.re 1. J. as the other t-..,,o admi:ciist:-:.-ative 

2 (i. iJtricts of J3ulcuru ai""ld Kana'TI . In ~.:-: e Jo s .?lateau alone t here were 

o0rer eighty villages or h2,mle t s t o '::l e tour ed , ea.eh relat i vely 

inde~iendent of the other . Tin min:'.ng became the constant cause for 

couring and by 1911 with t he tin ::oom , there were eig·ht officer s i n 

",1,e province. 3 In fac t , the _provincial headqua.rters in 3auchi was 

t:~2nsferred to Naraguta in 1910 as tr,is centre required ' more urgently 

t"··e presence of t h e :cl.esident in Undue emphasis should not 

~;r..: E~i ve-:i to this factor , how,2v2r , as o :'fi cial policy was, r egardless 

tin interests , emi:r·ate- oriented . T:1ere was always t he hop0 t:J.a t 

1 . Lugard , Lord . ~l'he })Ll,'1-1 Ma-::.ci2.te i n r;:i_· ~- tish Tronice.l Af:.rice.., 
London , 1965, p . 225 . 

;_~ . Bukuru District i nc luded 2.2-l c .f ~resent d.2.y ,Jos Divi sion See Fig . 8 . 
J . 1'!A'.C Josnrof 373/1912 , A'mua:L P.eport on C,cnt.::-d Province , 1912 . 

;_, . Ibid . 
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q :ia ramount chief could be appointe :'. to e::i.se t he burden of 2.dr1ini str,;.ti::::-: 

0.:-1d pave the way for a ' proper ' '..' .c: t ::_ve Autho r ity . 1 Lugo.r d , as early 
no11-M .. ,f.- ,., 

as 190L1 , had already divided t t e no r t·'1 into Ifoslim and /I ,,rr~o.c 

'.d he made a further division o~· t 1~e latter i nto (1 ) areas unZ::e1: the 

,:,"n tralized rule of a sin_s:L , c >:i e .: , -:or exampl e , the Jukun or Lr e,u nga 

c:,o ( 2) t'lose in1ependent co::-.nun :i. t:'. ~s ir. a 'low stc1te of civiliza tion .' 2 

.:. t .:. s the lest €::'OU:p - t he i nd.s-;1er1-.:.12::t com.ifu.ni ties - Hhich is of 

'~ terest here since t '.'le ' cer tr:,,l ize d 1Jag;ans ' were admi n istered r:-.uch 

.e same as the emi rates . 

I n his Political l-!emoranda , Luz ~_rd svEL'lla:r.'ized the two o_ri:. osing 

eor i es of administration in :~ort~:ern Ni geria that continue'i to be 

w, tertained from 1903 onwarc, . It was ::1ot a questioning of indirect 

·10.l e as a policy but of the oxtens ior.. of .ind i rect ru 1e over the 

i "ld.ependent ' pagan ' areas 2.nd w'.1ether Huslim rule 1-1ould be more vLi'ole 

7.s compared to British direc t :::vle . Lugard came out in favour of t he 

lqtter with the truism that ' Gc,od c·ove .>:'I111len t is no equiva.lent for s elf 

.:ovcrrunent , • 3 ?,.,.:."'ld that such di ::.-ect f;·overnt1ent that is ne cessary will 

o!'ly be of a te.nporary nature . In 1906 , he ha d been more e:x:;ilic .i.t 

·,.s to the type of system :for t"ie ' chi e:fless I area.s . He wrot0 that 

' ) 

In t hose Pag·a,,n co;:miuni ti 0s in which t here are no 
chiefs of recognized autho:ci ty ,tesi dents may 
substitute a.n electec :::ouncil of :nders , but t hey 
w.i.11 endeavour to find a man o.: influence , and 

knnual l"ieports o u . cit ., _; o . 394 , 1907- 08 , p . 606 . ' Proper ' 
i n thi s ce.se rnea."lt t he ::m,1ii,i e,:ii:rate mode l of .indirect r ule . 

Ibid ., No . 1.((6 , 1904 , p . 223 . 

Lugarci. , Lord , Political Viemor211d-3 , 1913- 1918 , 1970 , n . 303 . 
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ap:,:,oint him , and enforce :!is autr,ori ty . Such Councils 
may be entr,1s ted wi t h po'.: i rs of dealing with very 
pet t y offences i n the abs e'.",:;e of a properly constituted 
Ea·1_ive Cou~t .1 

12:'he plateau societies had he.d three ty:nes of authority syst-::ms 

3.,s described. i n Ch2.pter tl'tree ; c'rii-~.f'ly , clan- oriented.. , and cl8n centred .. 

:·~ a.r1 ad..:llinis -t:::-atio:n based o~ -~:-:e .. ,· 1 .-:., ·E'1E\f should he.ve fall en 

c):-, t legitimate chiefs among t~:.e ~~ i-:::om ·,.,,ere not recognized b;y~ the 

,r t i sh unti l t cie late 1920s . 3e :·02-·e that the 3i ro'Jl we::-e rul ed 

··i .:.. ~:ectly with t he assistance of non- traditional ae;ents . 

'!.'hose peo:;le who were or clar1 - ce;1tred would nrobably 

,::•.ve responded bet ter to t'1e a.d;:ii ci :,t::'ahv e device of a Counc il of 

:,],L'ers on condi. tions, of cou r ,,e , ~-"e.t t'1e 3riti sh abandoned the search 

fo e- the "man o:: influence". Until t :l "' system 1-.'as introduced in the 

1930 1 s , agc,nts and direct rul e wer 2 2111:nloyed . Given these differences , 

~-:o single t ype of adm.i.nist ::c-a t .i.. on c ·ce2. ted Oy the :Sri. tish could ever 

:12.if'l to be based u pon i ndigenous :foundations . T'hr oughout colonial 

::-11le , the Bri t :i. sh never gave uu t :':e at t emp t to create uniformity of 

administrat ion . 

Prior to 1920 , Lugard ' s i deas reyi1rcii ng ':1ag-a.n adraini.st.ration ' 

·.-:ere i enored and the British cor1c e·:-- -t :::·2.ted. upon the s etting up of an 

er:i.rat e modeJ. to c a ter to the 1rr ess i ns- ;:n:oolems raised by the new urban 

centres and the tin mining camps . '' 'he cnirate model for t he a l iens 

1 • Luga.rd, (1 906 ) on. cit ., p . 199 . 
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a1d di -::·ect rule for the indi cenes operated side by side on the pJ a t ea'.\ 

uc1cil the 1920 1 s . This la.ck of uniforl'lity constaritl ~' i ni.tated t he 

:lr:l tish authorit i es ; g iven Il:,·i tish preferences it was obvi ous tha t 

"~.y future chax1ge towards uni fo:>:>m i ty would be towards the erilirate 

·,d .el. Let us first l ook a t t"',e emirate model created for t:-1.e ali e•,s . 

I n 1909 t>ie District Government Headquarters had been tr2.nsfer :ced 

:·o:~ Bukuru , t :,e mili tar:r ge.rrison between the J irom villa.ges of 

~st qblishing itself e.s the tin mining centre . Naraguta he l d such a 

·"'oninent place after 1910 that the :orovincial headquart ers ir. Bau chi 

. : 0 s moved ther e until 1915 . 1 'me district headquarters was f i nal l y 
it 

,:, t ablished i n J os in 1921 by Hi:ich t :'.meLhad become the t in and 

7"rket centre on t he plateau . 

I t was quickly assumed t"i;,.t the lar~·e a l ien popul ation 6.ra\m 

r-.;r the tin mi nes could not be placed under l oca l indigenous l ea.ders 

· ... ·11 0,0 the Bri tish ·oelieved coulc'. :1ot even control their o,,m e.reas , 

Indi:cec t rul e was brought into effect for these aliens i n 1911 wi th 

i. t s accoutrements of Native cour ts , t axation , and admini stration . 

. 'hi s system affected only tne no"l- indi t;enous peoples . '.l'o provide an 

' f.:ect i ve ruler for the Eausa neool e , the Emir 01' Bauchi 1,1as persuadei 

,,, al low his brother Bunu Abdul Kadi ri to cor,1e to Jos. as Sarl-:i :'l Jos . 

·13 sole oc cupa tion was to rule t',e n.i ning areas , name l y Jos , :,: ara gu ta 

~!r. d Gana Ropp, coll ec t the taxes 2..':",d :r.ave an al keJ. i t o ~ludge l':us:L i m 

1 . Perchonak , Forma , ' Jos ,E1 d its Hinterland ', Paper preser,teil 
at the Hi ger - Benue Semi,12.r held i n Jos , }3enue Pl ateeu Ste.te , 
April 26- 27 , 1974 , p . 9 . 
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c:ases under the di rect supervision of a pol itic al off i car . 1 'I'hus 

·.ri thin t he admi nistrative hierarchy of 3auchi Province only the fui i r 

of Bauchi and his advi sers , the ~i:,:- of Gombe end the heads of t he 

. t t l t . IJ t D. . . 2 . ' f . d l >.ausa se e:nen s in \a.ragu a 1.ivi21on , r eceiveQ a 1xe sa ary . 

Despite this r:tovernment- ba.ckeci st.:ucture , there was a constant 

cnc::·oachment by the mining- com_::Jany IT,?.:nagers who wished to control 

t r-.eir mi ning camos both througl: t :'la I Sar~i ' of the car;ip &'1d t he Al kali 

'r: Jos . Qui te early after the ir:,::,o s.i.hon of t he n . A. s , the Resident 

in lfaragu ta warne d i n 191 3 of the d;,;.r.gers of the i{ . A. s ' becomi ng 

:.oo dependent and subservi ent to the m;,..riagers . ' 3 The Al kali , in 

:• 3.rt i cular , had to be severely wi.rned tha.t his ap:oointment was for 

:>·Le purpose of trying cases 5.n a l :::\_..:21 .fashion irrespective of whether 

·--r not the Et1ropea_11 man2.ger des i r e d a conviction or acquittal in 

,:.ny !-1 gi ven case . Indeed it wot,ld a:ripear tha.t in those days of 

c·r10rtage of government staff and t he expa.'1sion of mining interests , 

-:he compani es played a large .oa.r t in admi nistr a tion sinc e most disputes 

. 5 r eferred to tnem . 

In 1916, Bunu died a nd Has re1Jlaced by Barde , the son of the 

:·e.ladima of Bauchi. He was to be tJ,e last ruler i n the Britis h 

1. NAK Josprof 373/1912. Annua1 Je,iort for Central :Province 1912 . 
- - ,i'hi s a lso covered t he F'u.la.ni c:.nd their herds ic,s wc,11 . 

J. 

i1~aragu t a Division had rou~"::ly t~:-2 same bourtC:. ~_rie.s as nresent 
day Jos Division . 

iii .AK Josprof 155/ 1913 , 'Jl'lI'CC'rly :e::02t for :02.ra.2,7xt2. Divis ion 1913. 
Ibid . 
Interview ,,,i th indigenous tin mic1er , ,Tos , 27 /11 /73 . See Chapter VII , 

pp• 334-335. 
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~~·over!1.I!lent ' s ap11arent attem!) t t o e sta.b lish ru1 t':xtension of' tf".:.e 3 eu.chi 

c):!i i.rate in t he pr evious~y unconquered pl a t eau . In 192 1, 3 ,,.r;le wa s 

deposed as Haus a district hea'.i fer and atuse of 

~oc,_··Lt1· O" . • 1 1 .... " . ,. . ' ' l . ' . 1 v .... 1. • l':ie J_,ri vl sh le t t!1is :n2.r~1cu_ar pos2. -cion · apse w:.. th 

~1arde 1 s disoissal . 2 Continui::1.~· a :9o l icy of s e _'J ar2.te admin.ic tTsit io:--i , 3 

t:",. e Briti sh now appoint ed a..~y ;-~~-:1.sa E1emOe:::- of the Jos corn.!-:-r.2.nity , 

'J3Uall;y a for:-ier messenger i r-: -: :-_e Jos ~~ . A., t o c2..rr--; out 2.:..0.y c~iefl:y 

necess:1ry . -~'his sys t em r-2rr,ained intact u n til 

;, ·1e l ate 1940 ' s when t he two ty::.,es of :;ioli tic a l systems one f o:c tl:e 

1.liens a ..r1d one for the pl2..te2.u peopl es were arn2.l .;2.Jnated . Untii t he 

' 930 ' s , J os continued its ·,a.:.,2-si t ic relat ionsh .i. p with the h in te.rland 

'.1::i.v i ng li t tl e or nothing di:r·i:::-ctl,y to do ~•Ii t h the I pagans 1 nor t!'H:;'Y 

,.-,ith it. rrneti.n c amJ)S .. ,,bi ch ~,aJ. a·ctracted the raercha...""1ts were no~; 

e .. Gle to t emp t the indi gen es -\,, i th la:oou:r or t r:~.d-s goods and t he:/ 

Here l eft to the occ asional v isi ts of t:~e D. O. as their only conta8t 

~,.ri t h t ie new ord.er and it s ;~:o ·,.r erning syst9o .. 

"Sriti sh Admi nistra tion : Direct Hul-= of the I.n i i r.tenes 

By 1920 , t he Bri tish :-,ac.i cecane sonv i nced that the Husl i m 

J r itish adrni n.is t:cat ion , or w~1:1 t th (~ :ce was o f i t , was d irect J ..,.i .!.. i s ·,.... 

1. NAK Josproi' 329/1 920 .4m,uc!l ".e ,,o:::·t fo r Bauchi l' ' 'OVince , 1920 . 

2 . CS0 21/12)-1 Armual "'cpoct on 3a;;.chi Provi>1ce , oc . ci t. 
3. Ibid . 

), ,J P:i;Iall am Dandada , Jos 11/9/73 , V, 4:'3 . 
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:·ule throu/l:h coll abo r a tin;- a~.;ec1 t s . 'I'he Br i ti s h conc e rn was more 

with the aliens in the tin c 2JTIT) ~:, r~~'l:l :--.1 s.rkets a:_r"J.d tie EU.lani herders 

:; ·---,2.n with t :'.!e development of a sy st ~':7i of adrn_j_ni st:re .. t.ion for t he 

_~1 2. teau p eople s . Even wel l in to tie 1920 ' s , or:e ca..r1 hardly write 

') f an aclrni:;.istr2 .. t .ion in any re?.l se·:,. sG . A make shift judicial 

sy s t em was in operation but it p:::-0·02.:Jly h:md.led 2.bout ten percent 

oi' the civil 2.nd criminal c e.s e s i n t h e vill ages ; t he r est were 

t •:l:en care of in the tradi ci on,?.l ·"1ay by the i rnii genes . The collection 

'.l f taxes however was most e f f icien t ly done . Befo.re 1920 , British 

~:, . O. ' s , their a.g en ts in the vill2. ,:te s a nd their military -forces 

•c12 re engaged in collectinf;' t a xes almost to the exclusion of anything 

else . To t he peo:ples of t r,e ol ate 2.u , the Brit ~s :1 , like the 

·->.usa- Fulani before t1:1e'll , only an ~,22. ,'ed inte :::-ested i n tribute . 

/Jnong the Plateau peoples t he r e ~l'las a constant eff.'ort by t he B!:i tish 

to find an acceptable village hee.d. 2.s well as an effi c ient administr ator . 

I t should not be surpr i sing tktt ci iff icul ties occurr ed , for many 

times the candidate accep te.bl e t o t he :'3ritish was in reali ty no t 

recognized as chief or even an inpor t 2.n t man i n the village . The 

3r itish a gent would then hav e t o r ul e t hrough the traditiona l 

a.uthority . 1 However , in mos t t~ e :3ritish did not r e alize this 

,,,,_ld already the administr ation ~,v2.s looking beyon d the vi ll2.ge level 

~c ,,.rards a ' tribal g-rouping ' 3,:--!d. whe. t t r1e;r t hou.gr. t would be a 

-::: onv enient administra.ti ve uni t. r1.1r~e f-?.ster a ' tr i bal r;rourlin~; ' could 

1 . See Ch:>.pter IV , pp. 209-213. 
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ce formed the ea.sier it woul d be to i nt:c·odu c e i ndi rect rule , or 

s o the Bri tish believed . 

I n 1909 , vocabularies wers be i ng collected from t he Su:·2. , 

'lirom, <L"ld Eon as an initi el step to find.ing co,mecti ons betw.2en 

1 
t > ese people s . By 1911 , ' t::-i ·:ie s ' were beinr; t abulated and located 

< 
c·:,. a mc:p of the p:.-:-ovince whi1 e a history oft 1:1e !)::'Ovince ha.d 2.lre2.dy 

1.-rci tte~ . . 2 interest , kr:owle:: re a.bout t he .Jos 

? l ateall w2.s v e::y superficic.l a:1.d the i:r:! d. i :·~enes of the plateau 1,vere 

st i ll v i ewed c.s ' canni O:-.list i c and drunken page.ns_'. 3 

Between 1914 a.rid 1917, as se s ~, ment rooorts were carri ed out on 

: :':. 2 Jos Pl ateau but they cont2.ined very· little i n.format ion as a basis 

.fer ur..i tin; var ious vil lages . S: 01.-:e \r •-. r , it ,,..,as on these v erJ r eports 

.- 1~·2~ t the gover nor of the Nortr: 2rn P~ovinces based his recor.tr~en(·lations 

~·or ethni c uni ons . In 19 17 i t \-/2.S felt treat, the Jere and :.u,ji could 

uni ted i n t o a district vi J 12.g·e area and to this t he Hes i tlen t o f 

'l euchi Provi nce added the J\.r,o , '' ch a.r a , .Jarawa 2.nd Ana.guta peoples 

~-a ma.'k:: e up one di c, trict for ' they 1ie together a.>:d have some 

s i mi l ari ties of custom. , 4 Perh "-:OS more import ant:. · , was the fact 

~hat t hey wer e ' all n ear oppo::tunitie s for obtaining money and :,:iaying 

•-x S t~e m J·or conc 0 ~n of +~e n~:ii 01!1 - drn i ni·atr-~i·o·n on '~o.e.::, , !. l 1 8,L , . u -'- .._ ·- 1., · ~ .i.., _ _ :_. l,_-::,. ,:;1, .!_J. 0 . c;, l, . ple:tea.u . 

1 . NAK SUP 7/10 1212/1909 . ~; i story ;_,;thnology - Bauchi. 

2 . NAK Baupc:·of 1152/1909 Eis ;,0:!.'Y of 3au chi l'rovin ce, liover;ib s r JO , 1909 . 

J . HAIC SNP 7/ 13 1412/19 12 # 323/19 10 . Central ?ro vinc e , ?:i s co:~ ical-
--Geogc-a:,hic a l and ~tlmoJ.o ~·i. eal ? ates . 

u . ~,fAK J ospro f 516P/1917 o:e; . ~,it. , #361/ 1917 He sid c:nt Ba,.1ch:L 
Province to S1-JP, ll ovembe:c 26 , 1917 . 

', . I bid . 
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;ea tural ly , much adminis tra ti ve wor::.C 1-roul d be sa.ved by such an 

amal g-ama tion . 

Amongthe Birom who were more accus tomed to chiefl y rule , the 

q_ues tion of grouping certain villa g-2 s under one chief h aci been 

niscussed for some time . Before 19 15, it had been sugges t ed ~hat 

~:)op , Afang- , Shonong , Gashish and Lac:-_i (Ba.chi t) be trrouped v.nder 
1 

·;worn Bachi t . 'l'here was sor,:,? c::.s2 gTee':lent over this; so a 1 m2-'1 of 

.infl uence ' was s ought a.:id found in t~1e ~.;;erson of G-wom Him ' , 1 the 

:; e st known man in tha t q_ua:.."ter 211d. a. r:taYi who has the character 

:tecessary to c arry out the iut.ies of a group head successfully. ' 2 

:i t must be bor ne i n minci h e·,:-e hat Dabion6 , 3.im , had every 

:-,~ason to be well kflo,,,,1r: hav.i_r1;.;· _nt:·8side3. over the defeat anci ev entual 

t h R ' f · · ·:u. · · 3 "r~ou L 01 , .. e ~on oe ore t r..e .tj · ::-·opear..s arri v ea. . r~~us h(~ !lad -saved 

tho se areas over wh ich he Ha~ no1tr OeiYlg consi.dereci as ruler . However , 

\·ia.s 

ith such haste and felt that t his 

' a mat ter of greatest caL' C 2.".lu study 14 which could only be 

carried out when r eally f eas i ble . Some areas l ike Sanga , !farabunu , 

.;ere a,."1d Bu ji we:ce already so l ving the 3ri tish :probl em by becoming 

' ,,ausa-ized ' ax1d t h erefore araooable to an erairate sys t em . 

riU.rning now to the :Ori t i.sh s:/steri of justice , it was cleclT t hat 

1. i'iAZ Jos:prof 255/191 5 h.H Yea.rly s'ie~o:d on i'!arac:,1,ta Divisjon 
- - to June 1915 . i4,16o6/1:·1~ ' .olyrwux A. :D . O. to J.es i dent , 

Ba.uchi ?rovi nce . Jui:,, 16 , 131$ . 
2 . Ibid . 

3. See Chapter II , pp . 96- 97 . 
I-TA.]( Jos1Jrof 255/1915, o:J. cit ., Resi ci.ent xlauchi to D.O. Na:'i.l.gu ta 
-July-17 , 1915 . 
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t'~e D. O. was the ultima te autho r ity if h -2 w2-s consulted . I n his 

':ole as t he chief judicial fi gure , he :rnn i nto i mmedi a t e difficulties . 

I n c ases considered serious , like ;-nurdc~r &""1d theft in a village , 

the ' :b;uropee.,n chi c: f' 1 would be calL>:::. and the suspect ta}::en to 

·-: ara;-uta to be t ried . It appea~s t :12-t in the fi r st twenty years 

o f the twentieth century , with t :~e 12.ck of a\.t thori t:y of the ' lSU.ropenn 

c':-.ie.f ', cases such as the above w2::e t:,:-i ed locally and traditionally 

,,._, d punishment enacted by executio n. o:: exile. 'l'he pre-conquest 

:·olicy of s el ling the offender must h.ave been c aut i ously carried 

out for the villagers we::e well a.wa:ce of the Briti sh attitude to 

r,'1e selling of human beings . In ~-:2.fok , a haml et in }7 orum village 

-:l1:.'ea , at some time before the mi ssionari.es arrived in Foru::1 

( ;:i robably pre- 1912), tHo men wer e accused of selling 1ieopl e to rri i ax1go . 

·.::rie :British came , shot one of them who was try i n5 to escape , a.vid 

levied a fine on the village . 2 It was thus muc '.1. safer to allow the 

.:::uropean t o judge these cases and 02-J:ry out the same :punishment 

th ::i,t would have been carri e d out in the village . 3 Other cases like 

hmd disputes and minor criii!es were judged by the elders i n the 

traditional way. 'i'here was , h01-1ever , an increase in one part i cular 

' cr ime ' in the village that the European could not prevent , other 

1 . rrlhis was the man the ~~UTO!Jeans took to be chief of the vill age . 
See Chanter IV , p. 21 2. 

2 . JFP 11:afok , 18/1/73 , I , p . 60 . 

3- J PP l'aiP,e.ri i1Tingad.1., 0 ,r.,;-womo o f :luji , 4/8/73 . IV , p . 218 . 
-- I'he -- E!uropean wouldoft e::..-". presc:-j_be a j a"il sr~n t ~~nce which 

effectively removed tr.e o:fender f:,:-on the co:nmmity i n 
t he s ame way that sale to another conmunity would h:lve done . 
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Jtmong the Pi ti, in 1908 , t:!r-ee men were accused of murder Oy 

t'.:e Z2.ria ProvinciaJ. Administ::\; .. tion . Ho'11·ever , it Has not ~ud. e:,"i-~:.i 

qs murder in P2. ti but 3imr)ly 2.!l execu.ti.on of o 1ract.i tioner .::: f 

·.-Ii tchcraft as· convicted by -:'"-,2 elders . As t he m,,_Yl could not be sold 

_·_!_ t!"1ou gh t~~e::·e i3 little basis in documenta~r or ora.l evide "."i.Ce tha.t 

s·¥Lc½ an i nciC!.et~t could h 2.ve tcL-cen place on t he plateau , there 1.-;3.s 

c-2rtainly sooe disquiet by the plateau :oeo pl es over the lack of 

~n:.1.cern that the Bri tish autho::-i ti,::s in :Naraguta showed towards a 

·.-·itch , A trial by traditional near:s r .ad been forb i dden .for serious 

,:rimes2 and this meant that char!}?S of :,i tchcraft increased i n places 

! i~e Gan2.wuri f or the punishme~1t ·,:as v e ry sli 2)·h t even if a, case could 

:;e proved . 3 I n Du , the Brit: s h Admin istra tion stopped the :d1.ling-

r:, f witches which had been significantly on the increase when t :'!e 

c.';Yopeans caot1e . Li Gyel also co".!ol ained thc1.t witchcraft f lourished 

:;.s no accusa tion could a.ny lon?er ':le l evied in the traditional Hay . 

I t is perhaps not stranc;e tl:2-t. these uroblens lti th wi tchcr2vft i ncreased 

.i::. those areas like Du , Gye l ::nd Genawuri which we2:'e a.11 in the 

v icini ty of the tin miners or Lr>_e markets . 'I~ese villages , h2.vi-:1.g 

1. NAK Zar::irof 360/1909 :"1.n:c terly Regor t on ,:,a ria Provi:1:::e , 
--Prog~ess in Pagan Di sL~:.--.1- cts , April 30 , 1909. 

? . J:PP Cha i Ha..nf-'. , 1Gwom of G2.nawuri , 22 / 8/73 , IV , p . 239 , See 
Chap t e r El, pp. 125-130. 

J . Ibi d ., p . 240 . 
L;. I bid., Dung Wang , Gv,orn o" Du , 9/8/73 , II , p . 159 . 
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no means by which to express the i r re:-;en tr.12:'.lt of the s e ev,,,:r- present 

f ore i gners , could only appeal to t"1e superna tural for a ssistance . 

Ot her outlying areas i id not exyr-ess any concern about a prevalence 

of wi tchc:::'aft 1 with the exce}Jtioli ot the Ruku.ba i n Kakkek . 'l'his 

lat t er case was of a slight inc..c-ease i n witchcraft which was quickl y 

~! ,3.1 ted. by Qtu Z,3.gun . 2 J-\.n in8.:-ea.se in \·1i thc~·a.ft dld occur as a 

~ L-1nsequence cf the :British urese~-~ce but there is little evidence 

:ay 1915 , nirte Na t:_ve Courts i:2~ .J. been established in Naraguta 

Jisrision , one Grade ' B ' co1_, rt in ::ara9outa , t ',10 Grade ' C' courts and 

six Grade ' D' courts , aJ 1 :iein,;o: i ntroiuc ed under t~e Hati ve Court 

Grd.ina.'lce of 1914 . 4 

,;r'.•::1 tres l ike Bu_kuru and Ro _p ',a8 ·;rade ' D' courts . 'rh ere had been 

l i t -tle response to these c::iur t s oy t,1e Plateau neopl e s and. by a'.l.d 

large about 95% of the cases concerned Muslims . 'rhe majority of 

n,:,n- Muslirns were st.ill bring ing- t'1e ir ma.jar corrml a ints to the political 
,-

officer not to t :1e Na t ive 8cnJ..cts--' 2.~a no ' p2.gar1' court had been 

?s t a blishe<l even by the 1920 ' s . 6 T'he poli tical o f ficer was the last 

resort when the village authority had not ad.eq_uatel y dealt with a 

1 . JPP I- IV , passim . 

2 . JPP Adik Adorno, Ut;; l':a2<k2":(. '3/ i /74 , II I , JJ. 19i.J , 

3. Dor·~.,rard , D. C., ' 1l1he '1 ..:·~w2-.Y~en i.n::( ; of 1931,_ 1936: It rl1:i.v Hclie-i ous 

c• :,-; . 

Respon3e and I ni t i atj v c .' f e..per prl~:::; rJnted. at Ni £.;~r- ~3e.nue 
Seminar held in J"os , .Benue Plateau ::it2.t e , April 26- 27 , 1974 , 

Lugard (1 970) , p . 265 . 

ll AK Josprof 392/1 915 fer 1967/191 7 Lon sdale to S'.lP , Deco;:1ber 
- 2Li, 1917 . 

6 . nAI C::30 21,/1 2)4 Aru1ual ?.e9ol'ts on llrrnch i. Province for 1920 
--and January- I-larch 1921 • 
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case in the defendant ' s opinioYJ • 

In Irig·we where no in ,-d. gen.ous t:cibunal h2.d be en set U _8 , 2 ... r .. ~,;-

c: ~se requiring judicial tre2_t2ent came before tte pol i t .i ce.l officer . 

0!'0 a staff severel y denleted oy W?.r this mea.11t co:1stant tourin,;· and 

':~e political officer b~,r the last pa:rt of t he decA..de \Ve.s b2gi r1n i ng 

·-. ·:;ec.r t~12 b::--_;_.nt of the Judicia.l c2.ses . I~-:;re2s i ngly , casL?s ;-;ere 

_,~ ,:.s ar-t in judicie.l matters . :By 1918 , the resident of Tiauchi COD..!7.ented 

> 'l t ' the pag;:-:.ns look upon their politi.cal officer as beine; their 

i;:...ie f and from him only wi l l they ac •ce r t and obey .jud gement 2:n<i 

c.: thority . •2 

After a.lmost two decades :) f .British Administr8.tion , the~e was 

i;u judic ial stucture as far as thR J ri tish were concerned except 

t.0.e political officer . J..s a direct ruler the Europea..n was the 

c,: ief judicial officer . Eeve:,:·-'.;heless , limited as the European ' s 

role was the trad itional jud iciary ?.nd consequently the aut11ori ty 

o f the trad i t-1.onal chief 'd2.s be ing slowly eroded . As it eroded the 

-~'.1.::·opea,.".l officer ·oecame saddlec, wi tl, more a.nd more judicial work . 

f'hi.s was a factor in forc i n;:.::;- the Brit:·sh to change the system. 

'L'he col lec t ion o.f taxes ws.s thou.g-h t to be a raajor duty of 

>cit i s h admi nistr2.tion i n Hi gP~ .e.. 'I1he collection of tax w·1s :not 

' , . 

2 . 

NAK Josprof 515:P/1 917 /J, J/1'.317 Asses sment Ol.eport o.f I,i g'.ice 
'['ribe for 1918. 
~-L'U{ Josrirof 516/19'17 #361/1917 J..sse,rnment r.euort of S2.n ·;a.,-;a 
--'L'ri.b~ fo:::- 1918 . Resident Bau.chi Province to SUP , Fei.1:-:-ua:'Y 

25, 1918. 
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,inly financially useful but e.1. so demonstr ate d t h at the n e 1-1 s 1J ze ::·e.inty 

i nvader was expected. . ~:lhen , howe ver , the l-til:irope ans returned 2.ga.j_n 

·•~:d at;ain for more tribute and r:!a d<:! o ther dem2.,nds on the socio_!Joli~ical 

'.~ystem of the 11illage , t he ~12.t eau yeoples realized that the~.r :J2. :~ 

:,-:, tally los t their sove~eicnty. 

Aft er t he initial conquest, trihu.te wrt s paid .r2.ther tha..Yl t ax 

.~,., t by 1908 2.r. ir,cidence of taxation ~,ad ·::,e en .fixed at three pence 

2.ci.ul t male . 1 From the beginning howeveT, the wag;e earning 

u:Jnortuniti es presented by the tin mir. es .in Bukuru District became 

a factor and Lug-ard hoped for up to two shilling s per adult male . 2 

;'Y= difficulty carc1e in establis·:1 i n,; a centralized authority to 

~ollect the t 2.,.x . E~ach village h e E1d c :re~_te d by t he B-ci tish was 

r~sponsible to the District Of ~icer . His role was tolerated as he 

,:1.s part of the village structure re sponsible for dealing with the 

i<:u.ropeans. Thus the poli tic c:l of fic er handled each v i llage 

s e narately as i ndependent uni t 2 a nd h i s nain duty as far as t ',·ese 

w;i ts were concerned was to coll ect tax . 3 

In 191L,, the first asses sm,m t re;iorts were carried out and 

supplemented the area census ta:.:,n in 19·12.4 Based on this c ensus, 

a accurate ea.pi t at ion l.'3.te was intro'.i. uced which varied i n 

1. Ibid ., No. 594 , 1907-08, p . 620 . 
2. Ibid ., p . 261 . Se e Ch:,n t er VII for taxes on the mine fields, p. 331. 
J . JPP Zabutt , Hr/1/73, I. ::.; . 16. 
1,. HAK Josprof 259/1914 , A.s ses s m:mt Re:;iort on :':lurrum (Kibyen) 

tribe of Bukuru Distr:i::: t , Faraguta Division , June JO , 191L, . 
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i'."lverse proportion to th :: distance of the vi l l 2.ges from t he mi nes . 

_.'or example , among the "Sirom , the remote and ' pri mitive ' vill2.ges 

-::aid s ix pence, whil e those in the vicinity of the mi nes pai d or,,,· 
' , illin,s- 2.ncl three pence . ':'his cap i te.tion r ate . doubled t?-le t a.x 

:··'.·or. a level of i206 in 1911 -1 2 t o ;;,43 1 i n 1912-13 , and a :;2.in to 

;c796 i n 1913- 14 . In 19 1Lr , t·-·e t •.x 2.·2..te was doubled to one s':1il ling 

-~ --:. ::-emote a:::eas and. two s~i l l:ings in those vi. lJ -=:..ges near marke t s 

r:ines , ;,,rho were thought t o h &.V •? 2.. definite adv antage . 

A similar policy was bein? pursued in othe r JJar t s of t he pL1. t eau ; 

-;nation of t he :Buji anc Jere clir:1bed froEJ i76 in 1911-1 2 t o l 11 5 

~, 1913-1 4 , and t he hope Has entertained of ;!,1 96 in 191L+ . ·J Ag'lin, 

.:'> . .:·om t he .A.naguta , tax incorr:e had t:c-iyled f:r-om t S"O in 1911 -1 2 to 

-~.d six penc8 ~0er adult male tc th:!.."' ::; e shillinc s . 2 

Despite th i s rap i dly i nc·::-easi::-1:5· s ourc e of i nco:ne, t here wa s still 

rather premature hope that a proportional t ax could soon be 

_i•· t ro duced in the area . T'.'l i s necessi t a ted a. word of caution from 

t · _9 r e s i dent in 19 1 lt , who no t ed ·the timi dity of the i ndigcne and 

~. is fe :-.r of v enturing into markets . ' :"1asten slo i.,rly ' 2.ppe a.r ed to be 

'.:.i.s n:otto and he went on: 

1 . H)J( Josprof 26O/191 l.~ . Assessrn :)nt Repor t on An2.guta ;:1x1d Je.ra..l...ra 
tr .. b es of Buk:uru Di s t r i c t , i:araguta TJivision , June; JO , 191Lr. 

2. HPJ{ Josprof 2S7/ 1911+. .,\ ssesscent :: ::rnor.t on .A.J.rt '~[t:.,t ta a11d Jarawa 
t r ibes of :Bukuru Di sL·i ct , "ar as-u t a Div.i ~ion , June? JO , 191 J.r . 



---------~-~ 

Moreover , apart frol'l the difficulty of collecting 
larc:;e sums of non8y fros ~•e ople who have absolutely 
no respect for the acJ.thori ty of t:1eir O\'ill chiefs 
who ca...vi thus !:G:-i.der compa::.--atively lit tle as s ist3.nce , 
i t would be a mista.lce fro:n the poli tical point of 
vie \•.' to ende2.vou:r to ccll ect 2. largs ly increasing 
tax from people whose a_rn.en2 .. ."bil i ty to pa~..- is as yet 
fc..r frora being e\~ual to t~eir abil i t y to do so . 1 

Consta:::itly in oral t r a :3 ition, wor k on t he mine s , roads , 01.· 

tax n l . , 2 0- --., . Paid out o.f f ec:·.r , 

-:~~.e re was n1) q_:c.est io!1 of wo rking extrc -tir.:e fo I· these tasks r:i i gh t 

cr ing death to "'.: !le labourer . 3 This yee,:-ly ritual done , the inci.i gene 

re turned to the vill2.ge and his m-m li.'.'e style , unencumbered wi th 

t':ose in,:::enti ves that t he administ::-a tion wis'.'1e a to encourage . 

With t:-i.e com:;il etion of assessmen t re,;orts in 1918 for t ':'.e Jos 

?lateau , a more detailed mode of tax?.tion was introduced whic'.1. 

wets already i n use in the emir c. tes . )_ mar1' s we2l t h was ass8s~1ed. 

,-.~,d he paid accoro. ing to hi s access to me a"ls of making money to pay 

taxes rather thari his ability to pa.y t:-i.e tax i t self . r.rhe as sessment 

::t i med at ten JJercen t of the value of the f arm produce to be :pc.i d 

i n t ax with an additional sum to be added if markets or mines ,.,1ere 

nearby ,4 a 9olicy wholly consistent with what had gone befo:::-e . 

Tn 1920, the ' pag-a..v:i ' t ax had _~ _ncr ease6 by twenty-e i ght percent over 

t'.,e previous year . l·leanwhile in 1~i"O , :'':c~nkshin Division , not a 

1 . NAK Josprof 49;q:,j191!..,, Assessm , nt :,eport of }1urr um Kib:;en trioe , 
--Buku:cu District , Narag,.1ta :Uivision , 1',·11; . 

2 . JPP I-V, E_ass im. 

3. J PP Fon Zi , on . cit . 

11• :-J.AK Josprof 208/1918 . Gazetteer o f B2.c.\Ch i Province . I:,,s ident , 
--llauchi Pr ovince to Secretary , l'ort~,ern Province, ,Tune 17 , 1918 . 
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major mining cent2:"e , was still under a capitation system. 

I n the years before 1920 , during Lug·a:r•d ' s prolonge ci. tenure a s 

;;overnor of }1 i geria, t a..x was very frequently a cause of civil s t rife 

sxid patrols were often inevi t aole . In the area of Ganawuri, the 

District Head , :Dumbok , 1 was kill e<i by t he vi11agers of :los s when 

he arrived t!-:>e:re to collect taxe s . c\gain, t he Di s trct Head of 

?ankshin, Le",kuk , was kill ed i n , 18 for t~1e sa;ae reason . 2 In 

:1ei ther case w3.s there any consiier3.tion : gi wn, to the pre- colonial 

;,oli tical patterns . A chief 1nd been created in clax1- centred 

;anawuri a.rid he was expected to govern the chief-centred Birom village 

of Hoss. It was obvious to the G:cJ1 a,-nJ.ri, if not t he British , that 

,,oss did not want a ' Jal' ( Ganawuri ) chief over them . 3 Lankuk ha.d 

bRen made di s tr.ict hea d of the HiU ancl Plain Angas and this attempt 

2. t amal garriB,tion also ended i n trai;edy . In 1918 Lankuk ancl fifty-one 

of his followers were killed by the ':.'al people when h e wen t t here 

t o collect t axes . 4 

A no less violent encounter occur:·ed i n Vwang when the a ttempt 

t o collec t taxes escalated into v :i.ol ence . A war hero , Nadu gu , had 

been village head since quite soon after the Europeans arrived . 

;,g-ain at issue wa s taxat ion . Due to the imoress ion among the Hi rom 

t:.!'18. t there , .. -1ere no lo::1ger any \•.rhi -t c) s over t hem , ( t he Buk.1.r.ru e 2...rri s on 

1. JPI_: Gwawuri , IV , p_a . 225-?87 . 
2 . Fil.O CO 58.3/66, /379 Lug3:rci to G. O. , Juno 8 , 1918 . 

3. JPP Pa fang Dakum, Ganawuri, ? J/8/7 3 I V, ·9 . 291 . 
4 . PRQ. CO 583/66 , 1/379 Lu;ard to 8 . 0 ., ,June S, 1918 . 
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h2.d been clo s ed do1m) s ome com_pou,,ds had r ef11sed t o p ay t i,eir t a x . 

'T'he po l i c e cons t,i.bl e s wer e t h2n s ent to B.s s i s t Jliadu gu i n h is t ax 

col l ec t.i on I n pursuance of t he Lc :iut i e s an a r g11:-!1en t ar ose a.":.cl 

t lows were e xchanged be twe en the I pa.£,;an n~t i ve po l i ce ' -2...'1.d the 

v ;.llaE;e r s . The polic e c cm; t".o l es then opene d f i r e on the cro'.:d 
1 

i:i lling t Ho . 1 ?1·Iadugu. was 2.ccu s eC 0f c ol lec t i n:;- t he taxes a..:.r1d 

s q_ua.---iderin.z- t::e !l!Oney ; the\! wit:':. t '--le people r efu s int:; to p:::.y r'.i m 2. 

.. :-:i rd ti r:!e , he hc.,d s ent for s oldi2rs i n J 0 s . 2 

During t h e subsequen t i nves t i5::;, t i on , t h e Vw:c.ng; peo ple demanded 

~"1a t Nadu 6'U be deposed3 and they r epudi2.ted h i m, r e fus ing to have 

:1i m ba ck as t :ie ir h eadman an d even forb i ddin,,; h i m to l ive i n the 

v.i llci.ge . Li As a rna...r1 f r om Ful , Ma du gu \·1ould hardl y b e i n a pa s ::. t i on 

';o be very viidely s u:9:Jorted , c iven t he populati on T.J reponder2,J1c e of 

1wang and 'iuru. Hadugu , foI' n i s own part , deni ed a l l a.ccuss.tions 

o ~ corruption but a~~i tted s endi n0 t h e :9ol ic e t o collect the tax 

wh i ch prec i p i tate d t he Sl1QQ ·t i· ·- 5 • !.cc:, . 

Cases of what t h e Br i tisn labell ed rna l adr.i i n i str ~.tion a lso occur r ed 

in Zawan and Gyel and t hese al s o had thei r r:enes i s in t ax coll e c t i on . 

3 .'f 1920 , i t was f ina l ly recogni zed t hat t.he ap:oointmen t o f chi e fs 

1. NA·: SNP 10/ 6 op . cit . , ;>f1 586/1918 Resident II Jos Divisi on 
- -~ t o Lonsdale , Re sident Bauchi P.r.ov inc e , 11ar ch 14 , 19 18 . 

2 . J FP 1'uru 28/ 8/ 73, I I I , p . 

3. I bi d . , I II , p . 93. 
,~. KAK SUP 10/ 6 on . cit ., #1 586/1918 . 
') . !LIT r::adugu Mandyeng , Vo::-. 5/ 9/7 3, III , 139/5. 
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and t :le merg ing o:' villages must ·oe a c._STadual a.nd natural p1·occss 

"the initiative coming g enuinely f ·c-om with i n , with no more than 

;;ui dance from without . 111 '& i s was 2. local r efl ection of a. new national 

nolicy voiced by Governor Clifford ·,v)-, o repl a ced Governor Lu g·ard in 

1920 . This theoretic a l change will be dealt wi th l a ter i n this chapter . 

As has oeen shown the only i cnact ch2. t the British 6uvernment 

:".d on the plateau peoples wc1s t ".e establishment of British sovereignty 

2.:cid ta.'< collection symbolized t his s ov ereignty . The use of patrols 

was virtually the onl y method t he J r itish Administration used to 

e:1.force their authori ty . 2 'J'heir u s e even c reated a minor scandal 

. -B . .. . 3 Fl rl c,l.ln . Although many o f these patrols could be characterized 

as putting down resista.rJce to t he ' ne',; order ', it should be noted 

al so that in some cases old enrn i ci es and r i valrie s continued long 

2.fter the British had arrived . I'his showed a continuing· cultural 

:iattern that the newcomers ha.cl no t 1-:holly disrup ted. I n 191 5 , 

1 • 

2 . 

3. 

NAI CS0 21/124 on . cit . 

llAI CS0 1/32/10 Iio . 8!.!7 . Lu c;ard to Harcourt , September 11.; , 
--1 91!.1 . :Between 1909 a:1d 1913 in ·northern Ni geria , 1, 961-r 

casualties were re1,orted -D.'f pa trols t hat had b een ca:::-ried 
out in non- Muslim areas f'o:::- the most !=:art . Of this to tal 
1-,55 occurred in J3auc:h:t Prov:~c1:::e and 1ih4 i n Earat;'Uta Division . 

Ibi d., Also HAI CS0 1/32/13 # 102 , Lug-ard to Harcourt , 
February 2 , 1915 , 2.nd. 1L",I CS0 1/32/15 f/308 :farcourt to Lugard , 
1--:a r ch 5, 1915 . 'I'hi s .fo ifo,,mci out of Campbell ' s death in 
Nadc. country 2nd the 179 c asual t i es t hat the pat:roJ. caused. . 
·1;he issue was raised in F2.-::-li 2 ... rw.::n t or:..d repo rted in t hP. 
news:)apers . See The ri1im2s ( London) June 19, 191 2 , .P• ) .; 
June 28, 1912 , p . S; July 26 , 1912 p . _10 , and 0cto·oer 25 , 
1912 , p . 10 . Th e questions r a ised on the reliability of 
the repo rting on :,,at-rols l u l to a:1 invest_t g-ation into smch 
patrols by Ni geri 2.n ofi_'i8i~tls end Temple wa s found at f ault 
in t he casualty statistics t hs1t he had submitted . 

-• ;.;s.x..e.c:ccaszac:: 
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Y.wall attacked Vw2:ng over a f2.rni ng d; sm1-t 0 . 1 As has been sho,m 

:ro3s and Ganawuri were quite reac.y fo continue what had be en 

Interrup ted by the British i nv2-sion2 2_r1d again Gana wuri and Kwall 
'.) 

.:"ough t in 1920 over a land dis :mte . .J T0us it car, be seen t hat 

';:c•adi tional solutions to trac.i tional Drobl ems were still being- a :·,plied 

0 ~:,l were now ·:::e ing halted by ji_r·ect British interv ention. 

Along the same l ines , civil strife like ths.t into which tr1e 

·::ci t i sh had 02.rc~ed i n 1905Lt eru_pted in Rukuba .. Hot all inst2~nces 

~,ere recorded. The documents tel l of a hunting dispute between 

B2.lsa (Asal-::) and Bomo (Ubomo) wi t!' the result t hat one Barno ma.'1 was 

' ' 1 ·1 d 5 -"~ _e • The elders of the Tes_ner;:ti ve village s were called and 

2. fine was levied on the h ro viJ.lages . However , oral evidenGe tells 

<lf dis:putes of long star1di ng t:'lat fJ.ar ed up after the Britis11 came , 

axid were settled by the elders only . The inter- vil l age battles 

t >,e.t had taken place at the time of the British arri va l were continued 

·4hen sufficient cause arose f or a call to arms . ':lhether over wome,,6 

-:ir· ['. hvnting dispute 7 the tradi t i onal alliances were unbroken w.i th 

Kakkek a..cid I gbal-:: against t he nor·e easterly villages of .Asak, Ohi t 

1 • ll~K Josprof 71/ 19 15 
Naraguta to D.O . 

See Chap ter II , p. 

::i:s corts and :Patrols 1915 
i'farac;1.1t2, , liay 30 , 1915 . 

86. 2 . 

3. i'TAI CSO 21/124 _o_D_._c_i_t . 

4 . See Chapter IV . 

l/97 A. ] . 0 . 

5. NAK .Josprof 11/191 4 . 'l'ria.1 unnAr t he Collective Punishmen t 
--ProcL.:,';la. tion o:f Vill a ,_;e s .'.j .,_ ;__s 'l a.nd Barno , Tlukuru District , 

.January 6, 19'1Lf. 
6 .. ,JPP Ogi Aclu__1cu , I gbaJc 2·1/1/74 , II I , p . 219 .. 

7. Ibid., Itap Achakka , Oh.it 22/1/71.r, III , p . 227 . 
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and Kisagyp. Also, traditional solutions were found without the 

intervention of the political officer. Friction continued throughout 

this period of study and perhaps pointed to the continuity of social 

interaction, assigning the European presence to a peripheral place 

on the wider stage of village and ethnic affairs. 

From Direct Rule to 'Pagan Ad.ministration' • 

Prior to 1930, there was no real attempt to understan:l the 

1 systems of indigenous government. Taxation was the only effectiv-ely 

administered arm of direct rule. ilthough there was a great deal 

of theorizing on 'paga."i ad.ministration', it was not really practised 

as a distinct system until after 1935. Due to problems of ta.xation, 

an i investigation was begun in t he early t.l}irties. It expanded to 

a more complete political and social study after Governor Cameron's 

emphasis on re-organisation reports, which ultimately led to the 

introduction of 'pagan a.runinistration'. 

The conquerors of ar,y society usually create a mythology to 

explain why they rule • The myt.1-i of the 'indifferent pagans' of tre 

Jos Plateau was the one utilised by the British. The administrators 

and miners viewed the indigenes only as perpetual spectators to tJ:,..e 

rush of 'civilisation', who might occasionally, but unwittingly and 

involuntarily, play a minor role. Their scanty dress was always seen 

1. See above, p. 226. 
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a s repres ent i ng the compl ete im-2ge , t'.'le per soni f i cation of t heir 

socie ty and its l a ck of complexi -'cy . It wasn ' t until the earl y 19J0s 

that ar.y attempt was made to u:1derst c1.nd a.rid utilize the ver:1 

comr,lex social and pol i tical ins t i tut i ons on t ':'.e plateau . In 1920 

t:'le dominant sentiment was t hat : 

The pacr1~11s rema · n as u sual , i ndeed our twenty 
years occupation a.rid a.11 t ;1e :i'.;uropean influence of 
t:--ie m:in ins industry he.v-:: :ne.de singul arly li ttle 2 
difference to their o.ctu,s_ .!_ cie.i ly life and 2,ppearance . 

,,uch a comment can be l i nked by 2. co,n;n.on thread to that expre ssed 

':Jy the Residen t of Pl ateau Province , E . He.l e ;'[iddl eton , who stated 

in 1934 : 

Perhc;,~9s t he most strikin~; :'ee.turr~ about the 
i ndi genous popula tio;-i of the Plateau Province 
i s t he 2:, l mos t negli::tiUl e 2ffect that a quarter 
of a. century ' s c l ose contact Hi tn Wes tern 
civili zation and the alten mini ng co1mnuni.ty has 
had apparently on t'1e:i.l.' r;,0,nners , cus t oms, rel igion ,md 
arid m'J:re no ti ce2.bly , on t · 1ei:r.- -:Lres s . 3 

T~1 both t hese s t at(-:!:rnents th-? rn;y"-t :1 o :,::cu:!'a of an unchang ing j.ndi e:e.nous 

::;ociety , a society unaffecteci by t h e i n v;;.ders . Thi s Bri t.ish belief 

fo,.md support i n the unchan ,'2:-ing dress and appearance of the i ndi genes 

2 .. c.d l ed to the i rrunediate c onc lusion by the colonial au t horiti es tha t 

·;;'tese were static s ocieties . If ho·.-Iev er t he effect of the i 1:vaders 

1 . lfa .. 11,y of the old men I intervi e\•1ed wore only a blan.'k:e t and a 
loin cloth and some o f t"ler:: still wore t'le penis she2.ths . 
When a:-;ke d about t h i s l ;i,cl: of c1othi n:s·, most referred to 
poverty a s a reason :::·a i;her tha.ri desire . 'Chis is ·probably 
a correct expression of modp::rn se:1.timents but it secn ~3 likel y 
t ll,3.t i n the fi rs t h2-lf of t he t\,lent i eth century the ir fo rm 
of dress was a symbol of -their ur1iqueness ar.cl the 
maintenance of i t was a for-1:1 of pass ive res istance to 
Eausa- isa tion and European~sation . 

2. NAI CSO 26/ 0JL,87 , Annual Report for ,h uchi Province , 192 1. 

J . Ames , on . ci t ., p . J . 

T:f1W 
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•. :as limited i n 1920 , by 19 Ji~ a. :nunoer of changes had taken plc,ce . 

A depress ion, a locust invasion and a new admi nistrative conc.: e!)t 

wou l d , as wi J.l be shown b l: lo-.1, gr-?e.tly affect~( t he peo pl f: s of t he 

It is no t relev&YJt i !l c :: is ':1· .. :,s is to discuss the types o:~ 

-3 :::- i t ish colonial rule i n Nigs :::-i2~ ":ic;/ond what has already been noted 

j_ ~-1 t his ch3.p:.er . rr.his has bes:.: :.::::!e r:ost ade q_u.2.te l y by other scholars . 1 

:..~ owev sr, one ca."'"1..""lOt examine t"r-:2 c-J.. i .ffe::.--ing models c.. ttempted i n the 

::.:cea ur1der studJ and omit an~,.- refe:·ence to the policies be ing 

•:1ere u su2.lly omitted from a.r~y dec-2.te on the type of rule adopted . 

·:'hey were inevitably t he a ddendun to any gener 2.l statr~ment on Lugard I s 

' I ndi rect ~rule ' and it was ho])eG t i,.,a. t t hey cou l d. slide uncie r its 

,,mbrell a soone:c or later. Gove rnor 8l i ffo:::-o. ' s concern was ~enera lly 

1,.,j th Nuslim rule in spi te oi' hi s ,.;ork for the creation of P1e.teau 

Province i n ·1926. This provi :-1c e would centralize non- Muslin 

.c:_d;ninistrators i n one area . fo the last half of t he 1920s ' pagail ' 

policy was age.in subrnergeci b:; the fie:::-ce strugg1 e between E . R • .?zlmer, 

1 . A few specific ·works t~12. t may ;yr:ove useful a.re the following : 
this list i s by no me aJ1s exhaustive . Atanda , ,J . ~- · , 
'I'he llew Oyo E;irni.2·0 , 1973 ; Ikime , 0 . , i1i p·Gr Ile1ta ?.iva1 ,·y , 1969 ; 
'l1ibendera..r1a, •P . K., 11 r:1he A .. :illini stration c .f Sokoto , G•.,,rand:.1 
a."1d Argungu Emi r2_t es Lnd2r 3r i ti.sh }1ul e 1900-1 9/.,6 11 ?i,.: , ll , 
t hesis , Ibadan , 197 /r . 

For a ' period piece ' see .Perham , Ha:.r:-ge-ry , l-i2.tive .Administration 
in Nige:::-ia , 1937 . 

2 . 1i1or great9:c detail on the administrat ion of the non- 1-!us lir:i 
Porth s e e Ballard , .J . A., ' Pci.ge_n Admi nistration and Politica l 
De velonment in Northern :•; i geria ', SavaJma , Vol. I : 
June 1972 , pp . 1- 11., . 
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: .iPutenax1t Governor for the Hortl°. "crn P:r:·ovinces and Governor Grae,ne 

1 
Thomson in Lagos over lJati ve AcL71i :-, ish·ation Hhich to Palmer meant 

emirate administration . :J . C. C?:1ero:1 1 s arriv2.l as Governor of 

~'igeria in 19 31 closed the door ~o th0 extec1s i on of Palmer ' s 

-p~ ilosophy to the sout~ and b~~o,; _i:'" : i n to effect a more r:i.gorous 

ezamina.t j. on of those 1\:ativ e acir:1i···is tr2tions already in existence . 

. :.t t he s31:1e time this exar. .. i r:atio:· ~uest ioned the r eason for their 

P:.-::istence . 

Al though Governor Cameron h2.s oeen g iven credit for the lifting 

t o prominence of the ' pagan ' 2 h - 1 · . are2..s, .. i s po ic:i.. es were not t h e first 

s igns of recognition of t he non- Tcusl i m areas i n the Northern 

}) •_'ovinces . His was but a conti,m2. t ion of a pra.ctice , however 

unorganized , already in exist ,-,Y,ce . Having i dentified the mai n 

r~nvernment.al figures t he const:::.nt occurrence of experimentation and 

change shoul d be examined 02 r;i nnin; 1Ii th Governor Clifford ' s 

gubernatorial term . 

From hi.s arrival in 1919 , Goverr,or Hugh Clifford ' s i ni tia1 and 

abiding concern was with ind i rect rule and its r:ian i f estations in 

tne emirates rather than those are a s of non- !•\uslim popul a tion . 

He had no r eady a.11.swer for th e ad:-:inistra tion of the latter i n his 

·2'l.rly years , fe e1 ing that a d istri:: t o f ficer was the best ' ruler ' 

1 . 1Pni te , J . J ., '"l1he Deve lop: 1;;n t o f Cer. tral Adminis t ration i n 
Ni geri a , 1914-1 935" , Ph . -; . , t:'1esis Ibadan , 1970 . 
See p2.rticularly C~,1~~lter VI.. on Pal mer ' s Lj_eutenant Gove.rnorship . 

2 . Perham ( 19 37) ou . ci t ., D . JJ2 ; Sh 2.r11ood- S:nit0. , Sir :Bryan , 
But 2-lways as Friernb, 1969 , n . 101 . 



until an i ndirect n , le policy cou l d be en forced . 1 This of course 

re inforced a pol icy already i n e::istcnce on the Jo s Plateau th2,t 

o f direct rule . However , he d i d estP.blish his o·,m policy i n the 
') 

f:LeJd of taxati oY>. and sent out a E'.i nute 0:1 t axat ion in ' Pat;~.'1 P.re2.s '. L 

i.n no uncer t ai n terms I the i :-:-1,l i ed S"J.gge stion tt"1at t he institution 

of' a system of t~,Y: 2. tion i s on '? •J f ~::'n e Dri nc ipl e ::-aisons d ' et:--e 

o:' t he e stabli s1-..:71ent of Bri t j_ s }~ ru.J. e in aJ1 ar ea i nhabi t ed by tribes 

in a, "very backwa:::·d" cul tural con:ii t ion . ' 3 He felt that th is policy 

'12.d its origins in ' t he straitened c o'1ci.i tion of the finances of old 

·n ·thern l'J i ge:ria and in the sta te c f bond2,ge t o a bal ance sheet, ,Lr 

a>1d t na.t the :Brit ish had beco me simpl y revenue col lectors , a 

5 s t?.tement which the plateau i n6.J.r;enes hea.rt ily 2.greed wi th He 

w?,1 t on to compe.re Briti sh t:o.x patrols to Fulani raids stati ng t hat 

6 t2.xes were exacted before any ::,enefi ts accrued . 

Clifford also condenmed t he artificial Nat ive administr2.tion 

of Jos where no Nat ive admin i strati on had been before and he did not 

1. NAK SNP 17 / 8 K . !+046 . Ei nute by Governor Clifford t o 
--Lieutenant Governor , ,:r une 1, 1920 . 

2 . NAK Josprnf 242/1 920 , '.:::. :i:·cu l a.r #i19/203p/1920 of June 29 , 1920 , 
'l'axa t i on in Pagan Ar2as . 

J . 1,:AK Josproi' 2L,2/1 920 , Ci rc d a r # 49/20Jp/1920 o f J une 29 , 1920 , 
Taxation in Pagan Ar ,c 2.s . 

l,. Ibid . 

:1 . The Pl ateau peoples vi r t·.t2.lly a l 1-!P,y s in oral t r adi t i .on int er:;.,re ted :I 
t he role of t he poli tj_ -~2J . o:~.:f':'.cer as a t a x collecto;: . To 'j 
them, he had io.18t_r:er duty . l P? I - V nass i m. '! 

6 . See Chap t er IV ,L Lugard ~22,d 2.lso :nade a similar critic i sr:c . 



,_,a.nt to see Muslims have any power over non- l·Iuslim peo ples . 'i1he 

1'1.tter point was not an issue in Jos . At this t i me the ifat.i.ve 

?.:.b inistration had no authority o·,e :::- '.;he indigenes of Jos Division 

They were administered di.c'ectly oy the D.o. 1 Clifford , 

·-vywever , renewed his cri ticis!!l of t~1is ' .fifteen ye2.r old edifice 

'.J i.' aciminist::-ative procedure ' ,,;·,en i:e ste.teu t':at t hese Nprimitive" 

:;: 1 stems will never be converted in~ :> ]·~ a:t.tve ad..r:1.inistrat:i.ons on the 

2 c:"·,irate model . 'l'his ' proceiure ' h as nad a destructive and 

-'i. Lsinteg-rating influence on loc2.l ' tribal ' organizations which the 

,,,Fardian wished to build up t o so·-c2-LLed nati ve a dministr2.ti ons 

~·:,shioned on Viu sl.im emirates . 'c'r· ·'s , he points out , Has forei z tc to 

~ , 1 ,1 natural idiosyncrasies of the pr::o::;,le . 3 Although minute , a shift 

12,d occur.red not to ' pa~r~n airn ir1is~:cation by :paz;ans ' but at le ,1.st a 

i -r .. ining realization th2~t th e 1.,:.2,t ive 3,c1"7lin.i.strc.tion as const-cucted 

i.'.'. 1--'Iuslim areas was not s uited t o the s <?gB~nt.?tLY aeeas of the north 

It was during Clifford ' s ,;;:overno::-ship that the idea of a separate 

':or, - l'foslim province was moote d . Al t ·:,o:.c.gi the ideolocic2.l debate bet',1een 

? 2.J..mer 1 s Kaduna and ~rhomson f s La~-;os o~-1er t"'.-le ]ative administra tions 

-·d the i r authori ty c ontinu0d until the e::i..d of the decade , Plo.teau 

.:•~·o-,ince or perhaps r:;ore cor rectl y ' P",::; cJ.l' Province ' was creat ed . 

1 . NAK Josprof 373/1912 , o~ . cit . 

;! . NAZ Josprof 2L12/1920, .£2: .. _cit . 

J . PRO CD SfJJ/89 Confidenti'-1.1 Clifford to C. O. Jun e 25 , 1920 . 
't • Orr , Cho.rles , 'l'he l'1a.kinp; of ;: .J:·t:-,,')r!l Nir·eri.a, London , 1911, p . 299 . 

. I 
I 
I 
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!foverth2less there were other elements in i ts make- u p besi deG the 

t_y1Je of Native adninistr2,tion. 

One of the foremost re2.son s for creating t!'lis separate entity 

w~s the rather chaotic nRture of Jos Division . Desni t e the r~ct 

~~at i t was only a small 

1 ... nevertheless presented difficulties wflich more "rersonnel 

1 are2.s . r.rhi s was mostl:,r due to the ca,rcfu l conside::-ation 

t °:.e ;,dminist"ation of the Eausa Settl ements , 
the ya.ga.ns , the Fulani , t?-le :-:ines Labour , 
t1:e personal employees ee_c;h })rese~ting se:parate 
1.:iro·o1ems which reouire EIUCf':. t:linki ng out at the 
present stage . 2 • 

I+ was felt more advisable to se "?.~?te c:1e emirate systera prac tised 

1...:1 Bauchi Province from the m-1re direct systE:.:m being u tili ;1.,ed rirnong 

t.>e Jos Pl ateau indieenes . rehis decision did not affect the erni:rat~ 

c'ys tem operating i n Jos . This would 2.lso rid the province of the 

difficulties of administe:ri t1g- 2, ma,jor mineral producing area .. A 

third reason for the re- a.rre,ng9rnent o.f' territories was t he 2.lmost 

CDm!)leted Eastern Railwav . 3 ':!i th sv_ch a, ch2:-15e the necessary p2¥-per 

1 . NAI CSO 26/09506 Annual He nort for Banchi Province fo :c the 
--year 1922 . rrh.is T2 !)0 "::t note s t~a.t t~ere were 109 r:er::-3.r:~en 

in the province of . ..-hich 53 were in Jos Division . The 
touring in the prov·in1~9 1 ... ras t hus co~cent~~ .. a-ted in t:"":is area. .. 

2 . HAI CSO 26/03487 kmual 'l.epo :.- t for 3auch i ?rovince fo:~ t l1 e 
year 1921 . P2Jme!." co r:--,1:ented. i/12.t t l-12 .Jos ' ••• }_)eni··:su J.a 
is a troublesome minL:;· :':..:~ea . ••• ' in his report on t he 
creation of Plateau J1.::·o':inc0 . See PRO CSO 58 3/139 , 
/f,63/55 E!nc losure to 80'.'lfidential :'.)espatch of Fe'rm,c;,ry ,5 , 
1926 . s:;p to CSO , La o,·os , Dec . 31 , 1925 . 

3. See Chapter VII , PP• 348-350. 



246 

work traffic operations and rail repairs could be confined for the 

most pa.rt in the one province t h3-t was benefitting the mos t rather 

then in Be.uchi Province wh:.ch maintained only 1:l-ie last forty- eight 

ki l ometres fro!Il the provincial border into J os . 

'l'hus t he idea was bro a c hed and found acceptable to Palmer \-1ho 

:ierha::., s saw en op portu..r1i ty to keep · ' his noi·t h ' i solated from the 

disruptive forces of missions , mi:-.es 2.21d ' uag-ans ' . Fe could also 

e3t2.'!Jlish ' chiefs !-!..'1.d district heads , whether a.lien or not .•• over 

/fiii/ pagan tribal authorities . 1 1 The ? latea-i;. Province was s een 

:,.s a part of but difl'erent from a l-Iuslim north. ·l'his was particularly 

r,:::-ue following the surveys taken by G. J • .s. 'i'omJ i nson in 1924 on 

tr: e lfat ive administr2.tion in !forthern :·:igeria . 2 It was this report 

t'1 at crystallized into a schooJ of' thou ; ht concerning ' pagms ' and 

' Pe.ga.>1 Administration .' 'l'he ' school ' had a definite policy of 

separateness from the l'Iuslim rnainstre2.m &"ld seemed to refute t he 

indirect rule appr oe.ch which had assumed that some areas \-:ould truce 

longer thm others to become ' civilized '. Lugard ' s legacy had been 

' ..• the tradition that uni formity in local government policy throughout 

.:': i .geria was a consummation devoutly to be wished .' 3 However, the 

1 . Balle.rd .•• Savanna , 0 11 . cit ., p . 9. 
2 . NAI CSO 26/2 Pagan Administ·ation in Northern Provinces . 

--Tomlinson ' s tour followed a simil a.r investigation t:d-µ 
into south- easterr ' :ii3·2ria in 1923. See Afi gbo , A. E . 
The 1·!2r-rant Ch ·i 13f s · Iri~Jir 0 c-t l-tul 0 i n South- {-)astern Fi s•·(:~ria 
1891~1-929 (19:12)' ; . 197 

3. Afigbo , Ibid., p . 299 . 

i 
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oounda.ry lines for t he new non- ' ";_tslim PL, teau Provinc e had bee:-i dra',tn 

and a different local government policy woul d be f o llo\-Je d for !·lusJ.im 

and non- Mus l i m areas. Both Clifi"orci ~In d Palmer had differen t vi ews 

of the situa tion but both suypor ~- e ci t1--: e sarae solution . Cliffor d. 

:l i d not wish non- 1-Iu s lims t o be }''.J. -: u.YJder rrusl i ms 2.nd Palmer w2.nted 

:"Li ::; e:nirates to be freed ' of -: be c:'"!aotic non- Hu slim areas 11.ke Jos 

Division . It was l e ft to Gov e:c-::1or Ca.Ii1e:con to make ' l)agan Admiriistration ' 

a viable al te:r·r..?..ti vc to Eus l im l oc~ l governraen t in }JoTthern Ni geria . 

?or n ow, however, loca.l proble;ns :'lad to be dealt with before a 

' Pagan Administra tion ' was possioJe . 

In his r eport of 192)_, on ·2.t i ve e.<lministr:ci t.ion , Tomlinson had 

•·ioted the e:x:istence of Hhn:t the B~i ti sh cal l ed the I buffer I chief 

who stood between the admini st:::- ~.t i on 221.d. the real authority in the 

vj_l lag e . He a lso remarked on t':e cons tant pol icy of ' trib2.l i s rn 1 

Hh.ich the governm'ont pur sued . The problems i nvolved in treat ing 

each village unit separately 1.-1e re i nsurmountable and it was therefore 

ne cessc.r,y to hasten the tran si t .io r-. ' from uatriarcha.l to t r i bal stage '. 1 

'J'hen , once the ' triba l ' l evel had been reached the a drninistratior. 

cou l d r ever t to indirect rul e t h .c-0 1.:,. 0:h a tribal chief . There was 

:-J. w2.ys , hoHev er , the warning ag;:.i:nst p:-emature c entraJ. izatio!l. . 

~he fate of Lankuk .in Panksh in Divi s.ion had not been for got t en anc. 

°'ager offici a ls were cons t antly 'oe i r-.,0; re i ned .in by their superi ors 

1. NAI CSO 26/ 2 on . c.it . 



when they at t emp te d to mal<e sweep i nc fed eration s o:, va:rious 1 gTou p s . 

Cliff o r d ' s c ommen ts on t hi s i·eport are i n s t r u c tive for t hey 

inclic e.te t o so;:;ie ex tent t he i mneii a t e ::.irection the se ' paga11 grou ,')s ' , 

s o d i fficult t o admi n i ster , were t o t a.ke in t he ,fo r t h em Provinces . 

::e f elt it fundafilental th2. t the r e ( 1 ) a continui ty i n admi nistrat ion 

,,. all pa gan e.ree.s , (2 ) a mo:,·e de t ai l e d knowl edge of t b.e past h i s tory 

or the tri b e and (3) a s ep".r a t i on of s uch non- rlusl i m administrations 

.''.::·om t he emirates . He was :,Jarti cularl y concer ned that the 

in t h e Norther n Provi:1ces r e alized the i mport ance of 

. ' t 2 ·c:1ese poin s . 

In r epl y , ac cordi ng t o Li eutenan t - Gov ernor ·v: . F. Goi.·.Jers , his 

fi.nal po i nt had been conside r ,,d .for- sor.,e t ime a na action was t aken 

t·.-:o months after - Clifford ' s cor.m1ents t o create a p r ovince ' inh 2.bi t e d 

·-.-:holly or mainly by Pa gans ' . J After some d i s cuss i on ove r whe t her 

i ·~ should hav e a lieu t enant governor of i t s O\·,n _ a mea sure ICaduna 

·.:as d ecidedly a 5ai n s t - t h e Pl a teau Province was crea t e d i n 1926 . 

~•n e prov ince was to hav e its headqu arters i n J o s , ba s i cal ly becau se 

:, f d iff i cultie s .in dea l ing with t he pr obl ems :rresen t ed by a rapidly 

:~Tol,,:i ng number o f :SU.ropeans in the area . Agai n , mining was a pr i me 

1. l"AK Jospro f , 260/ 1911-t , As s e s sme:-i t Report o:i. Harabunu T:!:·ibe 
--(Duji , J ere , Ikhe.r;c;_ , etc . ) Bukuru- Distri ct . NAI( J o s :;rof 

5231,/1917, Asses smen t >1e ::,ort on Pakara ( J\'cha ra) ·1'dbe , 
Buk u ru Distric t. FAX Jos:r:ro f 5 ·16p/1 917 Asses s ment Pe;)o:r t 
on Sangawa ( Li rnoro) 'I'ri b e for 1918 , :sukuru Di s tr' e t . 

2 . I'!AI CSO 26/ 2 o i::, . c it ., 11S12/ 40 CSC' to Si:? , October 6 , 19211 • 

_; . llAI CSO 26/ 2/11 996 CreatLon of Plateau Province , 
·-2807/192 3/27 SNP to C30 i"lay 15 , 1924 . Se 2 fi_J . 7 i n back 

cov e r enve loIJe . 
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mot ive for this change , but C1ifford ' s second point of ' history ' wa s 

;iv en more stress, for s uch a province m;_i_st ' study tribal customs anci 

institut ions Hhich even now ar-e i m!Jerfectly understood . 11 Wi thout 

t0,is k.l'lowledge, a secure foundation ::.'or ' tribal ' administrati on 

coul ci not be built . 

ri10 consolidate hi s f i n~1.l point , ~1e :,.,:~s hed to s e e a ' schoo l for 

c,:ese areas exc:2.usi 0,-ely . It soon ~;'2CcL'1e c l ear , by the end of t he 

Uecacie, that suc:-1 areas outside o _f t he emirate sys tern were being used 

I n 1926, <limul tan"?Ol}S 

'Ni ·c.ll a general re- alignment of t he Jorthern P:r:-ovinces , Plateau 

wa.s formed., cons is t:i.n," of .j·o0 :: ~~:d Fe...11.ksh i n Di v i s ions w:-:1ich 

·,:ere in t he old Ee,uchi Px·ovincc.-, as ·~•.'ell as suc~1 'par.s·an ' areas a.s 

frovince and i nc l uding J ema ' a e,airate, an area almost wholly non- J,;u s l em . 3 

Th ere now began a series of reports on t he indigenom, pcl i tical 

OI' i;;m i zati o:i,with the i ntention of solving t he adminis trative p roblerr,s 

1 . l bid ., #33 Clifford to Secrete.r:y- of State , J a-l'luary 29 , 1925 . 

2 . Crocker , ',</ . R. Ni t;eria: )_ C-ri tioue o f Br:i. tish Co l onial _!._ .. dministration 
(1 936) , n . 54 .; White , ou . cit ., p . 1.39 . Despit,2 the flur:--,t 
of interest in the 193Js the s tig'..la reraained i nto t he 1950s 
t hat these were ' pu n ishnent :Josts '. See Kirk- Greene , A. H. H. 
'L'he Principles of F2.tive .!'cciminist::·a t·; on in Ni geY·ia S·2lected. 
Docttments 1900-1 % 7 (1 965) footnote 123 , p . l.11 . 

j . In 1926 t he D.O . Jema ' a. hc1d req.uested t hat the Jema ' a emi ra.te 
be dissolved ' and direct relatior..s establ i shed between 
himself and district heacis .' Resident J os to D. O., tfovember 6 , 
1926 , K. (1': AK) as quoted i n ?:eussler , Robert, 'I"ne Bri tish in 
lfor thern NT:;;eria ( 1968 ), r, . 11 G. 
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that conquest had created. The search, however, began not for the 

political structure of those societies being examined, but for a 

political system which could or would in the future allow for a 

village or a tribal chief. The village he ads now governing were to 

be deposed if found illegi t:i.mate, 1 ar.d the 'ritual' chief put in his 

place, whether he had ever in fact been 'chief' of t he village or not. 

With such various political and cultural backgrounds, problems were 

bound to occur. In the Irigwe village of Kwall, the investigations 

showed that t.he village head, Odaw of Nadzia clan, was found to be of 

non-ritual importance and was replaced by Da of the clan who 

was thought to have greater authori -bJ. 2 A similar measure was applied 

in Miango. 

The Rukuba were in three sections, with the of Achakka (Ujja) 

village area considered to be t he most important village head, for 

historical reasons.3 By 1928, the re-organization of Pankshin Division 

was well undernay and, faced with t.he plethora of independ.ent villages, 

a federation was felt to be best for the present. In this way, each 

1 • 

2. 

3, 

NAI CSO 26/12601 Vol. V Annutl Report for Plateau Province for the 
-year 1927. 

JPP Nadzia clan, 23/4/73, IV, p. 22. The 'proper order', however, 
--w~tored when the locusts ' invasion came. Da was replaced 

by Odaw as the European representative ar.d Nadzia as well as 
rfuhwi resumed their traditional roles. 

N.AK SN? 17/1 9096. Anthropological Notes on Rukuba 'i'ribe 
--No. 97/1929/7. Resident, Plateau Province to SNP .Pebrtta.ry 28, 

1929. Apparently Ujja had bribed a Rukuba local policeman 
to plead their case wit.½. the District Officer. See .Muller, 
J. c. 'The British Conquest' n.d. MS p. 6. See also lLlli: 
Josprof 44-6 Vol. 1 Administration of Rukuba Tribe, 
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vi112.ge could maintain its independ e:1ce and yet meet for the good 

o f the area to ' decide que stions of ,mblic policy .' 1 

i:fatura.lly related t o a chanse in chieftai ncy was the que stion 

of taxation . Two years after the cceation of Fl a.teau Province , 

J os Di vision was felt to be reaciy f o r a 3raded tax r a ther tha.ri the 

ca1Jitation ta.x in i..:se . The Di vi sio:'l itself was now in fifteen 

J istricts •,1i t ~1 the re- organizati on . :;;i ght of these we re Bi r om while 

c;',e remainder H·?re cal l ed J e r e , 3uji , Amo , Irigwe , :·iara6-uta ( Anaguta), 

/\·1all .. (Iri10·1e) Achakka ( 2u kuba) , ar,d Gana1•mri. 'l'his ch ,mge in 

t:;.xat ion did nothing to assist t ', e new political s;1s tem in collecting 

s.,ch t axes . A problem common to 1;':·,-2 \•;hole of t he di vision was the· 

i.:,s istence of clan heads t o bring taxes directly to the Divisional 

C.C f ice in Jo s , a prac tice ,,hich would produce ' only one result , t he 

·J:-, cier - mining and eventual to tal elimina tion of the village heads ' 

au thority .• 2 Dir ect rule wa.s ooviousl y still i n ef fect. I t was the 

;t,.ty of the policical officer to build up and t hen uphol d the authority 

:. f -i;he chief as a ciistrict heaci,:ian . 3 Su ch authority to be enforced 

w:a:1t that the base of power :aus t be a tradi tio:c1a.l authority and 

1·,0 coi',nized as such . It wasn ' t until t he 1,ext decade tha t any careful 

-,··search was being undertaken to ascerta5. n just ' . ./:1a.t t h is bas e was . 

Ht.K Josprof 208/1928. He- org2.n iz2.tion of Pankshi n Di vj s fon 
--72/1925/ 100 . A. D. 0 . Fanl:shin Di vision to Residen t , ,'l a t eau 

P-.covince . }'ebruar:, 27 , 19 32 . 
'.' . lUI CS0 26/3/22686 P.s ses.3nent ?.eport on .Jes Divi s ion ,ro HlJ/1927/10A 

--Residen t Lonsda le , ·co1ateau ? -·'ovince Rer-1ar> .June 4, 1928 . 
3. Ibid ., No . K 7/..ro/_r/1 96 s::p to Lonsdal e 0ctotl'Jr 11 , 1928 . 
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'l'he ' theo:c·y ' and t h e practi ce o:" ' pagan adr.1 i ni str 2.t.ion ' i f it 

i~E\~1 real ly be c alled t hat up t o 19_:'iJ '.·F1..s continued taxation , 1 dirt~ct 

·: J.le and a half- hearted atten_ut at ce:-itral ad~ini stration . In t b.c 

: .::.o blems fro::i t ie e conomic 2.r1::::. soc~ -~1 i'o~cces of the mines aYld the 

.~uO.::;e cases a ::C. ass ist in t ::.e co lle :.: tion of taxes . With over fifty 

' headmen • i n Jos Division - the r~-:1j8r o::ie s on government salary -

were fr e q_uent depositions of vi l lages chi efs fo:i::- example i n 

2 and Gyel . 

I n Him , i n 1921 , there uere a 12-rc;·e number of complaint s a gainst 

_j-:.·.c-k i n Ri m, 3 a ~-id. the Rim vil J2.c e::. ... .s :.cefused to r eco[;.nize him e.~y 

J or.. _;~·e:r as t heir rightful c h i a f be c e,use of h is 
/, 

inccimpetence . He was 

even tually deposed i n favour of ?.no ther pretender . 

The cause of such depo si tioo1s was meJJ.y times not jus t a...>"J. 

illegitimate chief but a l so t he taxes and judicia l systems inb:-o duced 

OJ the British which he had to enforce . In one inc ident which took 

1 • See C.'hapter V, · p • 243 • 
2. Up to 1930 , Gyel had five c.lllJOir: te c:, chiefs since the ~t.L'.'n ,Je'lns 

had arrived . In the s 21:1.e per L-:i-.i , each religious chie E 0.s,d 
a.ver2"c:ed t,.,,e l ve years :i. n his r i ·bal po sition . See ,E' ,.' Gyel 
v illage , II , pp . 229- ?73 , 02.ssir.1. --

3. DabionD" was G1,-:om l(;,\ri t at t hi s time c;..!.'7.d was Gwom Rim u ·~ t cJ t he 
1930s . The Sarkin Ri :~, \ ·:~10 w2.s complained. about here , is 
hardly remer.1be r ed no',·! , ./ I:_f :(L, , villag e , 30/1 /73 , I , '.J• 179 . 

)_! . HAK Jo sprof 511 / 1921 Tou".' i n ,J os Ili vi s ion by Ca._ufain C. (; . 
I'-IcKenzi e , A. D. 0. 

; 

Ii .1 
J' 
i ' 
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:,l .3. c: e i n the 1920s , the vi l l2.ge are a Ci1ief G•.-1om J3ullus of Pornwel , 

._, udged a 'I'apo v illager to be guilty in a theft c 2.se . 'I'he accused 

···ici not a gree ·.-1ith the sentence 2-nd complained to the dist ric t officer 

ic1 J os t hat Bullus was not the rightful Gwom of t h e area . An 

i. ~ves t i gation was made and Bull us •.,: :2s rer;ioved ~ri "~h the new Gwom bei ng 

-·.n d2. tu...1<.: of 3 ,m , a rival vill a. _;_,e t o ?orm-1el . 1 Thi s i ncident t akes 

x tne nature of a plot when one notes th2.t Ta:90 looked to 3an as 

o:1ei r ' father •. 2 It is perhaps not surpri s ing tha-t g i ven t he n ew role 

·,.:cd t he possibil i t y of the above type of i ncident occurring , t he 

·:i llage head..rnen were retic ent about ,::;·iving court decisions . 

In AI:10 , Ugo Doya was de posed t)Y t h e provincial administration 

~·.n · collectin g taxes when the:; weren ' t due . 3 With t he ·introduction 

:)_:· salaries in tQe 1920s chief:3 ha.cl g-2¥i.ned some f ina:r1cial i ndep:~ndence 

,_,d_ respect which t hey had not had be f ore . Those ,-,ho were chiefs 

illegi timately , were attem:pting to assume many poi-rers for which t hey 

·" ,,ci no authority . When his power was challer,gei by v il l age elders , 

5. ;; soon raised in the official mind questions as to t h e legi tim.acy 

"l:: the incumbent ' s chieftain cy . ·fi1e ch2.D,3·es of chi eft aincy mentioned 

·. , .. ove had l ittle poli tical i rr•n2,.c t on the plateau settl ement s i n the 

~. te 1920 ' s . Many of thos e chosen were histor i cally of littl e 

·,.c,count among the people as for exanple the R.ukuba chiefs and the :Bi r orn 

1 . JPP Choj.i Chol lum, Gwo1n of -.?01111.-,e l , 22/1/7 3 , I , l )• 102- 3 . 
--JPP 3an village , 25/1/73 , I , n . 133.; l_PI' 1.'apo vi Jla.,;e , 

2{;/1/73, I , p . 143 , 
') jpp 'l1a po vill2.ge , Ibi ci. , 

3, J P? Amo village 23/9/73 , I , p . JOS . 



'! i.2.lage chiefs . In Irigwe a chic:f •,-:2.s appointed i n a clan- c ::;ntred 

sys tern which a.lre::aciJ h ad a perfi=c tly acc>2ptable II fore ign afi',;.irs ir 

c:·e"Jresentative . It was obvi o:.cs that not er.oug:.'"1 wa s kno1m of t he 

vc:.:r: ious governinJ sys t ems on t he pl?~teau . ~P'he B:.c-i tish administ_ .e.tion 

:::; on t inued i n i gno ::ar1ce how-ever· ·i:-. -:::. 1 2.2"1 e~ono:nic e a tas trophe occu rred 

)ve:r.-r.i.rr..ent &""li l e-0. to wide sp:-e2.i pcli ti.cal ~1d economic di fficulties 

In 1930 , a severe plague of' locus t s spre:a.d.inr;· from the east cast 

ts s h adow over t::1e Jos Pla t ea·;_ a..nci g::'.'ain - u:oon 1-1hich the imUr;-enes 

-ci • t h e plateau had for t )1e most :1art ue:oend.ed as a stable crop - w.:,s 

:·rns umed by this invasion . ., •• ..J.. .L " ctO.rnlnlSLTauJ..011 

3,;:9_ulied i mported grain to t r:0s:e a:c-eas t·,_,at were par:t'icularl.:r ha.rd 

·1i.t . ... ... bout this time , the 2.ve-::~ .'.:"~'(-; p:ri8e of tin 0:1 the world rnarket 

n~.c.i. s uIL\: from ;i,203 in 1929 to eic113 in 1931 . ·~o the companies t his 

r0.22.nt a dre,sti c cl1.tback in p:cou J.c t ion and 1 2..bo u.r . The lab our fo -c·ce 

h2d shrunk i n th-3,t. s ame t:·10 ye2.~ :perio :i fro E1 an all time .high o:' 

38,678 to 20,763. 

The first of these double c2.t2.s t : ·o:~hi es l eft virtually no grain 

f·,r t:1e pl ateau people to selJ °'; .'.) t': e L 1::iourers to earn the:i.r tax 

·-:.r;;,·~oy , an income whi c h had pr.o~..r ic..Gd 2. ¥relco!2~ 2.l tcrE3..t i v e t o worl-:i:r:;-

::-i.f ' the depression , .meant tha t tr:.e .rsi was 2. drastic reduction in t:le 
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:~onsimer market for the 500d harvest that wa s r eaued in 1931 •1 

:;heap labour i n tin work inG's h ,~.d no\1 to b~ conce:1tr-ated on l ab ou.::::-

'--.ia.ble areas and so there was a. sharp cutback i n mach i neriJ use d . 2 

:-:uch of the alien 12.bour had been dr2.W0. away by :m increased i nterest 

' "' ,.;old mining as ,-,ell a.s r edv.ced s dar i es on the pla teau and so 

unskilled cheap labour was c .:,.lled for by the :rrini :--,g compenj_es . Thus , 

-'-.> 2 :Tiove:0.ent to -the mines b:r the ind. 2. genous peo92 -""s begun in the late 

1 '1 20s drarnatically increa,s e d in sco!ie . '1ihen t he ques t ion is posed 

·c,: to when or why the plateau peoples went to 11 1-rcrk the tin" the 

0 11swer is usual l y "after the locusts " or "oecause of the locusts ". 

The real reason of course was to e -2.rn tcDC rno!1ey , because both 

?,y1 d and other material needs could be satisi'ied th:rough agri culture . 

.-CJ c" the purpose of all evi at.i:-1g tlie gla:ci n (I,' prob l e;-;is that the depencle'1ce 

O"l the tin industry had brought , a n ewly arrived political officer , 

J . S . Synge , was instructed to find a mea:-:s of reducing t he tax load 
--, 

s preadi ng it over a number of years . _:i Aside from thi s task, h e 

' .. " ' S also given another co1i1.l!lission , t:i.at bei ng a compl ete detailed 

::2-org2.nization of the .Jos Division . Locusts ,,nd depression had 

'.li. s ~rc;-2.nized. an already r at her ineffective H2..t i•,;e administr3.tion , 

1. NAI CSO 26/2/12601 Vol , X Annua.l !l.eport for ? l ateau P.co·.rinc e 
- - ·.for the year 1932 . Guinea corn in the ,fos- Bukuru area Ha.s 

so ,3,b1mdant that i t brou{!ht :j.2 pel" ton in December 1932 as 
compared t o t 1Lr per t on in AI)ril ·1931 . 

') In 1931-1 , the machinery i n use on the tin fi e lds ain01u1 ted to 
Li , 922 h . p . while i n 1929 , in the peak : ' ea'.' of tin produc t.ion 
it was 11 ,1 00 h . p . :See UIL Annual Repo::·t fo .:.- the l·'i.i.nes 
Dep2.rtment for the y e ar 1938 , Appendix C. 

3 . Personal Interview with J . S . Syne;e , Augu.s t 30 , 1972 . 
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I 
a.'.Icl Synge ' s work to found a Il i .:::·om •J:l r i bal Counc i l . ,,:ou:Ld per'1a,is 

solve t he problem . 

At about the sarae time , ::1 3_s·e:ria wi tn?ssed tr:e arrivc.l of 

:~,ir D. C. Ca.r:i.eron as governo::-- , a man who Orought a widely heralc.i~: '5. 

t: €' ':1 approach to Ni geria He g·a.ve t -:r ibal I research a 

·::...,sat impetus . ·~his w2 .. s mai nl y d.v.e to the pro bl 2ms which h2.d ar.isen 

:?or o~_;_r pu:::-I)ose s , the most i m_port2.:.~t effect arising frG m 

:'1i s riot was t '.-', e redization by British officialdom that they did 

r,ot fully cor.rpreiend t hose societies wh i ch t hey were attempti:1g to 

a:.:.minister . 1-.. spc:.te of IntE~l ligence :ie~)orts followed the .Aba Cornrni ss ion 

_,:epor t 2 and suc.:h Vierk was greatl y e:-1co ;_1_r at_:e ci by C2,i,.1"Yleron . He had r ecently 

::1.J ,~·ived from 11'2-w.---igany_:_ka wher e f-: j_s co rce:-n f or i nci i genous 

_ .0 ,1 been noted a:1d his policy of ' ccnple te investi gation ' u sing 

2:,. t hropol ogy wa s widely adri;irecl.3 He nc•,; came to i:Hgeria and a t t empt e d 

demolish the r i s ing wall of i ndirect ::"cl.l e . However , in actual 

:;ractice , his poli cy of ' ind i r e ct administration ' as the name su ,;gests , 

1 . Afigbo , o-o, cit., pp . 207- 2~8 . ; Gail ey , Rarr<J A., The -=-102.d -~o 
Aba (1970) , e specially r.::h :cro ters IV to VII fo r t he aclsi nis t rative 
accou.r..t. 

2. Between 1922 2.x1d 19Lr9 , t here ,:ere 1 i 7 I n tell i g ence Repo:-ts 
presented with t he I:18.,·_jo1--i ty bct1.•.reen 1932- J6 and most of t hese 
were on t he south- e :.lst . See G~ ... ,2.rn, 1 . C. A Preli!ili n;u::r Inl~(~X 
to t he Intellip;ence ;te00?:ts i n the 1-! i r:e~cian Secre t::i.ri~j:; 
Record Gromi (i°961 • ·-

3. Brm,m , G. G. and Hutt A. 1· • • An tnrGnc lo 12y in Actio n (1 93S) . 
Th i s was a joint effort b~ a ool i ti cal office r en d 
anthropologist to s eP. t:~e \·.ta::.rs in wiich one mi 5h t a~)sist 
t he other &"•Vl was unde .:·taken i n response t8 Can eron r s }Jolici e s . 



257 

strc:ddled the issue . Perha!)S h i s go vGrnmental po l ic:I ca.n bes-t be 

,,,J.;;i,ned up in his own wor::ls. Tiasically j_t was 

to a dminister the n,,_ t i ves through their o,m tribal 
i nstitution , ex_plainin~; tl:-:o.t I me:1.n t hereby the 
authority which according to tribal trad ition and 
usage ::=-egulated ea.en unit of native society 
before the advent of the Sri 1:i~..:h Gov0:r-·1;!1:e·r-:-c. 1 

.L v was thus t hat poli t ical officers and slig·htl y latex· anthropolog ists 

s::: t out to di SC8'/ er IJre- colonial nor.ms. •fhe :n.ei.,, training· schefile 

e. t Oxford and C2.mbri clge Uni versities haci. i:",c l u tled a 11.thropology in its 

,, . • ~-~i· culwm 2 ~7na' · th · .. , l · 1 · 1 t' · · · •~_.._ __ ... ,. , WJ. _ 1.n an-c ... 1royo_og1ca ci:rc es ne risi ng science 

,;£' f unctionalis!:l 1.va.s replaci ·~~15· the nov: outmoded comp2.rat ive ·approach . 

'c'", -is i n effect r;;eant a more t horoug'.1 ex? .. mi na.t i on of ,; given s oci ety 

~.'.:td_ thus its poli t.ical and rel:i.gio1,_;_ s £:s-overnnen t , fo~ it would .now 

'""'rn f es s ional and am=1:teur anthropol ogists 1.,:ho 1t1e re a,ssit:,ned to tr;y t o 

find what had been hidden by thew fo,: t:-.irty years . 

1 . Kirk- Greene, A. H. }1., ' ?:r-i nciples of ... ' o -o . cit ., p . 206 , 
Ey underlining . 

2. l-'eussl er , Robert , Yer; t 8:rcL,;v ' s nul ers (1963) n . l.,6 . Applications 
by Pol ;_ tical Officers He:::-e to st"c:.d:y ' Functional Anthropology 
with reference to the incact of 1"urope2 n culture u pon native 
:caces in general and Afri c an cases in part icu lar.' Se e 
NAI CSO 1/32/11 0 ',o . 1200, A. C. Burn s , Governor ' s De!mty 
~Secretary of Sta t e , Hove:;ib e r 23, 1931 . 

~3 . Por colon i a..lism arid 2nt}~,_,o,·iolo:;:/ see Forde , C. ]) ., ' Ar,pli ecl 
Anthro1Jology i n Governr:1~r.t : British Africa ' i n the book 0~/ 
Kroeber, A. L., Ant'iroxilo,,.y ''.'oday (1953) po . SL,1-865 . 
T•:alinow,;ki , Bronisla.w , ' i'r1e Rationalization of Anthro:,oloc.:,r 
and Administril.tion ', i.frJ:£~ J(t, ), October 1930 , pp . L,C3- 4J0 . 
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JJ:ie Re-orga..>tlzation Reports. 

When discussing the work done by J. S. Synge, it would be useful, 

a t this juncture, to consider also t.11e anthropologist E. H. Counsell 

\'/ho worked in the other areas of Jos Plateau. Between t.hese two, 

Jos Division was carved up into three inporta..11t •tribal• areas by 1936, 

a far cry from t.11e numerous 2l.l tonomous villages the British expeditions 

had met in 1904 . Ironically, t.11e fra.rework assembled was a.11 attempt 

at re-creating precisely that pre-colonial societ,J. 

Synge was a member of that class of officers looking for a 

paramount chief. He found one in time at Riyom. Perhaps it would 

be more accurate to say he found the traces of an antique system that 

had become run down long before the British arrived. There were signs, 

however, that the societies had survived the battering -they had taken 

in the thirty year storm of change arou."ld it. To Synge, the 

Bong G-wom (Supreme Chief) of t he Birom was to be in Riyom. It was a 

beginning, and re searched f art.l-ter afield to find all those whom he 

f elt were remotely connected \1i th the Birom in any way. This was not 

difficult, given the historical background mentioned earlier in this 

nork , 1 and Synge added whRt Biroms called the Bi Bot (Af'usare), 

(G-anawuri), Bi Kwon (Irigwe ) and Biriuta (Al'l2..guta ) as kin groups . 

'£he se were then considered part of the greater Birom 'rribal Group 

d • • B. d B ~- 2 an were to join the proper irom villages un er ong G-wom .to.yom o 

1. See Chapter I, II and III passim. 

2. Synge th.us confirmed a chief-centred system for three clan-centred 
groups - the G-anawuri, Irigwe and Anaguta. The Anaguta accepted 
the chief o The Ganawuri had just undergone a struggle which led 
to a chief-centred sys tern (See pp. 302-304). The Irii!we hadd 
sol~ed thi~ problei:1 of 'chief' before the British arrived ;,l tn 
their foreign affairs officer . 
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·.•i th this bare political outlin2 , which Synge substantiated with his 

cn,:n anthropological work, perhaps it would 'oe well to look at his 

~~e oort in gree..t er detail . 

'l'he bas i c problem for the provincial aclrrrin i st r a tion ha.d not 

~--i:.1.nged . A l-T ati ve Authority was req_·.J ired. , be it a sing-le chi t:?~ , 

' ' ~deration, or tribal council. In 1932 , it ha.cl been ao.,-ciitted by the 

~.cimin.istr2.tion t h2.t a ' tri02J. 1 head could not be .:.~ound t~ven after 

4.:,-.e intensive st"u ciy carried O'J. t in 1927 and so such a personage clid 

not exist . 'l'he Birorn Here but an a.'llalgamation oi:' eight districts . 1 

·,.v 1933 , however , with a different "wind" blo·.1.i.n5· out of Lagos , t he 

;1:Lq teau province resident was speaking of t:1e fo::·mation of a Birom 

• 1:r.ibc,l Council and corIU11enting; on t ~e r e1.Jiness of e-lders to s_peak 

o ; t in t :>--: e infrequent meetings among \ 1/}1en this sta tement 

on the Birorn and pseudo- Birom . Early in 1935 , his report was submitt ed 

Hi s time had no t been i JJ. - s r,ent . ,~is pla n ~orovided for a 

central Birom 'l'ribal Council co nsist i ng of in Riyom which would 

0 J. ,50 serve a.s a. su:9reme jud i. cia:i:·y . Below this were to be the dist:ci ct 

:-.01J.ncil s of vi1l a.g e heads ,,;ho a/::;aJn ye~formed a judicial ? .... nd exe8U ti v e 

:.\~.nct :i. on . Beneath this was t:'te ,,.ri ll a.~;e G·:1orr1 a nd his council of e1.clei"'S. 

1 NAI cso 26/2 /1 260 1 Vol . X, .22..!...5:it . ' . 

2 . HAI cso ?6/2/12601 Vol . XI , Q !') . ci.t . 
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:c~ t.he size of the respective vj_ lJa~;es . .r.:o se·0arate Birom t~easu~y-

wr:i.s yet to be set .uy , the tax mone:y still ·was to be ~oaici to Jo:; :1.nd 

·,1sei for the whole divisio:1 . 

~.,Tith such a sJs tem , it •.•.ic.s (:ope ci t~2.t the Bi:rorn 1 s chiefly 

s~ e:rr could be le ft to adm~.n j_s t er it self and t hus al lovr the 

:;risional o f:-~ i ce:::-s t o cle2.l Hi th t:',ose difficulties raised b:? t.~.e 

0."ne foundat ion of the \:hoJe 

·rJns tant refere:-.;:;e to its being ' t r aditiona l 1, a {:';ov e rn.rnental pattern 

'; :12. t ha,d existed and functioned un.k.:r:o,.;n t o the British offic ers , and 

~o'•' had been uncovered sound acid in t;ci.ct . It was t houch t t ha t tr:e 

:--. ,,J w.i.. th t his co:nb ininrs of c:-r·--1.::cl~. ancl sts.te , ul timq te au tt•o:ri ~y :...,.:,_d 

·c!:1 found . Sever2.l as sump t:Lons , ho 0,.;ever , had been !ilade base-:i on the 

t rnths and half- truths collected , t ':at coulu flaw this system. 

First and basic , was t he ' pure ·.:ribe theory ' , that aJ.l t'los e 1,·ho 

Fere thought to be 3iro:m were Birom and sub ti ect to a :f3 i:com cl-:iefl y 

:;ol iti cal authority . Se condl y , t he religiou s centre of Riyor:: was sure l y 

•if some importance to a numb,2r of 13iron.i but by no mear1s all. 2 'l'he 

-. -;,. · __ , 'Jl an made i.t int:::> a poli t ic :11 a~d juC.i cial centre , a role .i. t 

J. (1 not and ne ver had fulfil.led . '_1.~h. irdly , the i.:'1c1usion of t '~--~ 

~iAI CSO 26/ 2/1 260·1 Vo l . VII . A,.nud :cro,101'.'t on Pl a t eau l't'o ·.rin c:e 
fo r t he year 1937 . 

See Chapters I and II on Jhrom mi gratio:is, J2assim. 
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,rt they would obey Riyom was misr;l~ced . J'Io·ce carae to Riyorn fo~ 
';;"'i'.t ' 

n b , , 1 rr: o: e ing aeposea fo:::- not 
:._",] .r comi ng tha.11 out of a sense of ' tribal ' 

it'.,· These Tn:obl ems and the unwieldy '1''3 G·,,;oms Hho were to assemble -,_,_n i ty.:r-'·-' • - - ---

::i_:tf~ iyom 1vere :oroblems yet to be fc.ced . 
it: -

It should be pointed out , i f not "' .,., 0 ".'V i nfe:::red , that the 

':os i t;. tion vis-a- v is the tin and t he in1.--2.de2:"2 tha.11 o -t~1e.rs . Beyond t:1er;i , 

::-. -tr;;r..e fringe of the J1la teau , we~e o -c~:e.::- t::~·ouys ,,,h.i.ch carne under the 

c•l;- ::.r:1~nistrati ve eye of not a .noli tie;al officer who dabbl ed in anthropology 

c;; a tra ined a...ri thropolo gist ·..rho had heen seco:1deci to Plateau Province 

. : r ::o: research purrmses . 'I'o him was left tne t2.sk of rectifying boundaries 

:> ,c)ri : h had divided ethnic groups e . g . t :~ e ::'i.ukuba. , and to unite into 

'rhe Hukuba were the fir st to be ex,i.mi ned , Their ' truculence ' 

•2.ci l1fi not c eased since the time of t"te i niti a l conquest . Since 1920, 

:our · kno·,m2 i nternal ski rmishes hac. t ,;Jrnn pl ace over hunting and 

, ·,ous 1.s es . Fev ertheless , tin minin::;· h2.d. 2.ffected the a rea very little 

,.:. nnneither Christianity under t he SI?: nor Islam had gained a very 

i j1 proportion of adherent s . I n f2.ct , it was Counsel l I s feel in::; th0. t: 

1 . cTPP Da_r1dong· Fai, Gana~•rur·~ , 23/.3/73, IV , y . 2L~3 ?or de t ails of 
- .-Synce ' s r eport see '.:Al c:::;o 26/11/30536 . Hci- o:r-g,lnizati.on of 

the Birorn Tribal Area , Plc,.t .~au i°rovinc e , 1935 , 
'l'hese confJ.icts were car1:ieci on wi t"c, the usually alliances 

be i ng f oi-med i . e . Ko1:•::ke:-c- I f))t?..k vs Ohi t - Asa.k . One s1; ch 
altercation was settled in a pre- co lonial manner by a neet i.ng 
of t he Utu s and t hei:-c t~ld-:?rs . 1'his action reflects the 
Rukuba 'attitude to tr,c ef.::·ec tiveness of the Bri tish a cinin:Lstratj.on . 
See J D: Ohit vi l l a5·2 , ?2 /1 /7l , III , IJ • 227 . 
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t ::---1e tribe .is probably .r:~J.c :1 t~e same today 2.s i t was 
thi:r ·ty ye:2:.rs 2.5·0 , exce~; t -:::2.t it h as had to give up 
t':1-? mo~~e re~Jel l 2-'1t o_f' i_.:s custo:ns . 1 

',:, u:- -t s having no superior 1 -trib ,,l ' cou,t over t hem . 2 Finally a. f-l;er 

.._-,__ in t~e l:1s t centu.r:,r , re-:.u.::·r.ed to Ple.tea.u Province and ._ioi;1ecl tthe 

ic~t meaJ1 t clifficul ti es fo r t :-.e British administration) the 3.uY.:~..:.ba 

-, C~rie r thorny pro'lincial :9robJ.e:i1 .. C.ld ' buffers ' had been f ound out 

Ibid .. 
Ibid .. 1SL11/120 SEP t o r~e si ·:S.~:;:_~,, ;~2.::' ia ?rovit:c c- , .Jan.nary 21) 
---1936. 4L,6/176 ~:eside .~t , z~.i:·' ,·'. Province , to Sc:'" Ha.l'c:· _:, , ,s•:n . 
Ibj_i . Cour.scll ' s 2.ssessrri .:r:~- Df C\j :}a ' s positio~1 H~.s th~::. t 

1Ut7.1 Ujja • • • is no t ·r(~'.>:)r~:1.izeQ r?.S a :.r i b ~l ch. isf ·oy ;x:,_y 
but his own peo~le ; t,:, t 1-:e others h2 :i. s .?_ 1./1. i te mar ' ~ se:'.:'V<L'."t t 
to whom unfortunatel? t': '-:; ' :-L~V e been rn.de: S\J.hor·d. .-~.n::-1.:~G . ' 
Also s ee .Jpp Z2.gun vi :11 2.;-'" , 22/1/7L, , III, n . 237 . 
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:_~s s politically oriented exarn i.n:-:tj o:1 :~ad bee:1 !D8.d2 and it '.,,as found 

t loat ' t'1e h i.ghes t functioning n2·~'Jr2l 2dmin isb:-a.ti ve unit is ••• the 

·r ~. llage area.' 1 Ji':rorn 1935 011 , it ·.,·ould be u p to the co:-istar,t touring 

0 ' ' the district officer and the c oc;,:-.; '?r2tion of t he Ru..1.;:uba to make 

s1.1.~h a sys ten wo:r·k . 

c·:--: the l-~orthern Jes Pl2.teaD. . I n ·:~~·,is 2.rea , it was hoped that these 

i s pa.rate g:rom)s would be united · .. ;i th t he Rukub a wi th ,,,horn they had 

7. i v•2d together in pre- colon ial tines . This ,,,oul d have simplified 

·· e patchwork administration on t~.e pl ateau into tHo verJ nea t n.A.s, 
;; ··"' Birom and t he r0.st . Sue> a sch)rne , alt:1our;h probably tem0 ting 

·,o Cour1sell , w2~s soon s een :ls irn ,1T::. ~: i ·::s.ble 2.nd. c:01.,1..nsell ' s report 

:o::cer,trated on n re- or::?,_, .. 1i.::,c.tior. oi'the A.-no, Buji and Jere Districts . 2 

Counsel 1 , a.gain with a rathe :::- non- poli tic;al bias , di e. not attempt 

t'::1 fe derate thes e are2-s bu t lc~·t th":.:m i n t ~!eir a d.rnin i stra7. ive 

--! istricts , ch2,11g·ing only t r'.G ::; ~1 --1 Y> .:::·-~t ,_).,. of the native authorities 

· · -,C're it was f e lt a ' rign tful ' 2"',ief h2.d not been appointed . Any 

,-. c.c}t district there was rese >1 t mc,nt ,"c[;a i nst being placed under a 

.-) our adminis t ration ', but objected. to U;j,iomo J 2r·c being put 0\~2 r 

1 . Ibid. 

? FA.JC Joi.;,prof, L~07 , Vol . I ·--le - o ~:> ·aniz s. tion of Amo , Buji , j c.-=? r t-~ 
--Uist :::- i cts , J os DivJ.sio11 , 1:136 . 

) . .JPP Teria vi lJ..R0·e , ( .. , ;,: 1/'1/73 , IV , p . 19s . The I:'ch dTC, 
were not and are s t :i.ll not c;c-,,tent being '//J_thin T)uji Dic: t :::-ic;t . 
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t'1P.rn . 1 

Jere and Bu.·ji and the fo r tJJ.tior-1 c.1 c• c. counci l con sisting of' e 2.,.:~ 

~~·.-...·stem was set un in P.J-:10 'rii t h t·:-.e v · l l a ge head of Amo Ketara. as 

Cou.nseJJ. tad t .nu~ :in ,~,\. 

:: J 2.~- cent:-ed system of gover:1r:-. ~~:t -.-.e:'0r?? , t hey ha d come to the 

:.-·nc lusion in son~e cases th:: -=: 

t he adni.ni s tra .. ti o ~--i . 2 

vi_ l ·1r,-e head i:.12.s bf~ing callei fo -:: 

--~~ as the Tiritish were conc 0~::e6 , ha d teen founded upon co~ii tio~s 

' S they had been lJe fore 1902 . ·j ,_;_t this was 1935 a nd contra~· t o 3ri:ish 

L3su.rrrpt i ons of the unch2n;~·in~ -::T d unchangeabl e 11 pe .. g2.ns n m8-ny siG:lificant 

,:-,,,,nges had taken place . To t:·.:Jse ,ho had just been placed •;i_th i.'1 this 

:i:". tique structure , their J)O \•.re r >1 2,.d be9n diluted . For many , -s, new 

' nt :rv.sion h a.d been made on t>ce'.r vi.~_J.ag-?s 2J1d their i nsulari t:r was 

1. HA.l( Josprof 407 , Vol. I , £::•~- ci. t . 

2 . NAK Sd? 17 /8 L,046 Vol. III >2.ti ve Admini stration 129/193 \ , 
SI/P to Re sidents of a::. J :r>.:.'GVi.nces , J::ay 11, 193), .; 
Ballard , on . ci.t ., 19'2 , :i . 11, .; ,T PP huc1yen vll1 2.;0 , 23/1/71+, 
III , p . 2L,6 . 
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· .. :2.s sti ll comrnon . ~Phis was i nter:~.r·eted by t he colon i a l adw 2. ~ i st.r.e.tion 

.--~ 3 apathy . A n2·.v means of :iccor:r1od,?..ti on with th2 new order ',12.s sol~ght 

--. -?~ t t he · . .,rh i t ::~ -:1 2~n expected . r:ihis solu.tion was, inevitably, a 

? 
: hi s r ole . - His i nstallat., o:: me 2.:: t d isench3'.1 t r.12n t to ma..'1y '.-fr1ose 

::l an had been deposed or w:'10 s a:l'i t l:e r o l e of the •:::-:uropean c:1iefs ' 

: 1.s a go- be tween over s haCJ.owin3.· t·~1G traditional r ~:i.le::-::- . 11he 2.fflu.e!lt 

72,·manent mines workers whose i :'1 fl uence had ,:lTO,-m aecording t a t he i r 

·-;g:,lth ha.a t heir o, .. ;n ambitions 2.r:d the gro':ring cl a ss of educc-,t e d 

: 11risti ans f elt t ha.t an - U l i tera.te chief was a d i s advantage for_ t>1eir 

·1 . A d an ger wh ich t h e Bri.t ish we re not wholly i gnorant of , te ::-mi ng 
it an ' i ns i dious dac:ge,r t ',at t h e elders in cours e o: t i ne 
fmighjJ f ind thei r anci ·?nt aut"lority usur_:,ed by the upstart 
products of alien c ont 0 .c t .' See XA\ S'.'iP 17 /22/56/i , C, ::- ,:·a,.iz2:tio ,, 
of north an.:l. 11/ 1930/33 Hesid ent , Pl2.tea.u ? r-o 01.inee , to S_;? 
July 13, 1934 . 

? . By 1927 , payment of vil l:1. 0·:, c id.efs ,-n°.s quite 1-;iaesnre2.cl ·.-.-_t .. :•1 
all distri ct h9ads r;e·:tin\~ ?.nything from ~1 ~c l i i :pe:- DG!~t:1 i !l 
salary , a c onsider able sum \,.ri tr, taxes i n t:1.c 1920s e.:::-ound 
four shillings per ycer . See i~1-\J( Jos ~;ro.f S19/192G, :}is t :r·ic:t 
~nd Vill~ ,re St;,ff Or .> ·_c"· ~i-,, ,,t ion in P12 t 0 au P-.•·ovi nc0 
~,327 /192~/16 Res i d~•~t- -i/; Jo;, Jivi s i o; t o- l teside~t ?l2.t0au 
Pr ovince August 19, 1 S'27. 
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A thorough examination of tb is ' fifth cohJ. T~L'1 1 is no t 

fr:tended , but suffice it to say t h o.t resista.n c e , es,:,ec i2.lly in Bi :r·om 

s J::;iety , ver-; much ex:!)osecl to t '.':e Europeans had Oy t:"..e 1930s sh .ifted 

<tround enormously . The earliei-· mil itant 2,nd J.a t9r pass.i. ve resista_.nc;e 

h2~d perhaps given th.ese vil lages a. tin e- shield to !)rotect the:n ,.vhiJe 

equiyred thenselves to rne8t t:1e d iffere.'.!t k i:1C. of strug .:_'.le 

-::'-a t t he econocic , rel i. s ious and politic al chan ;-;,:, s hacl brought . 

,..,.. perhaps behind a 1.-,a.ll of indiffere~ce , t hey he.d al l owed t:':.ose , 

o::ce rejected , to acquire a new type of cul tur aJ. 2.rmament which 

t 01ey t u rned inward on the villages 2.nd t he old o:::der . 

With Counsell ' s repor t , ta..c: i n,;- us to 19 36 , it was felt t hat the 

::robJ.ems of Pac:;an administration in tte rrast tro·J.slesome d i vision of 

t·-~ e P12~teau Pro-vince had been solved . r~hirt~y- ye2 .. r s of isolation and 

:")-:!.ssi ve resistance had , 5. t v12.s ~101)ed , been overcoce by tt.ree yeE!.rs 

:i f research . Now the provincial officers looked to thl'.'ee sets of 

" '.'l'.'ibal COlmciJ s ' which wou1 d eventually come under a more orthodox 

' indirect rule ' and thus into line ·s-1ith the practice of co1onial 

;:;ovcrnJnent in the rest of Northern ~··1igeri.a. 

1 • :Baker , ~L1 . E., ' Poli tic a 1 Co:'1 t. ro1 fa .. mong tb .. e Dirorn ' , '/est Afric:Jn 
Ins t itute of Soci a l and :~-~o nom_: .. c Resee.:rc:1 }Jrocr:::eding-s 19 .:J (, , 
p . 11 6. 



to 1935 '.·1as Chris t i ani ty. ,~-1+1.-i ou,::;·n resisted both 2.ctively 2.nd 

the first 

r;o:-iverts t o the new f aith were made i n J os Di vi s ion . It "-tlas ::1ot until 

e'1ucation facil ities were f irmly estaolished t':1at the Christi a.'1 

::ti. ss ion r ealized. its greatest impact . L!a:1y o.f the ·Dlateau peo:93.es 

tu .r:n.ed to the gr2.C.uates of mi ss ion sc:r .. :>o1s -,,:1en t he new poli t i cal 

sys tems were intr oduced i n the 1930 ' s. Is l am was a more l a t e:1t force 

on the plateau . It did not 2.c t ively en .:;·2.:;e in proselytizat ion no r 

•.-,as it as closely i dentified uith the alien conquerors as was 

C'iri st i ani ty . Islam ' s follo':: i ng- was co:-ifined i n both s enses of the 

'.-rord to t he tin mining camps and ,·1as never really enlarged oy t ':-w 

dat eau peo ples in this periori of st,:d~r . 'J'he use of Haus2, 2.s 2., 

J.in_s,ua franca on t he platec .. u was th9 most i moo:rtant f actor :o-.::: t~ ,~ 

, 1::.e t i ng-s used Raus a, a. l ru1.;ua,ce unde.cs tood by both the po l i -:i :;2.1 

u,~ri ,2ers and t he council l ors . 
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Before t he fall of t he Sokoto C:2.liphate , a nuober of attem1i ts 

b;/ :Briti s h mission societies he,d been r.1:tde t o c?~:rry the Chris tian 

''?. i th to the ;,;1rn l i m north of \ i r;eria. 1 One of the le;,,rlers i n t his 

nff'ort was ? 
t h e Church i'lission;,,r:v Society-- whi ch work e d in Bi da bcfo:-e 

1890 and by the last decade of the nineteenth -:.:entur y was ma};:::ing 

,·,.rm a t i"e m:r; ts to move northward . In 1900 f i 1:e ,; .; . . s. missio'laries 

-,,, t out t o ::each t:r e heart li:i.nd of Isla.n .i r: ~'o:::t '.,ern [i igeria . 3 Buoyed 

c•y· their recep tion in Nu pel a.r1.d and Z2..ria 1 t hei:c vi s ion of successfu l 

_; hr is t iari proselytization f aded and the~, v 2..n ished i n the face of a 

'.·••).t': iliating experience in Kano when the? ,-;ere ~i ven t hree da,:r s to ge t 

ou t o f the city. ~~h i s action pres.:.~;ed -~::.e future of the Christian 

r:.s s ions i n t he 1-Iusl im north . Al t hou::;h t:le missions ·were g i ven some 

,,,1D 0ort by the Lu ,52.rd admi.nisb:-at i on from -i 900 to 1906 , i n t h e years 

foll owing 1906 indirect rule, as an a.d.ministra t i ve t ool , ossifi ed under 

;,,vernor P . G. Gir ouard . This meant a c or:rnle te lack of i nter fe :rence 

in the native administra tions of the r.;usl i m er~ir,ites by t he Tlri ti sh 

?.ciminis tration, a doctrine wU .cb was t ,1en e x tended to i nclude arry 

1 . Ayandel e , :s . A .. The l·lissi.or12.r:y Tr..::iact on Eodern Ni £er ia , 
1Bh2- 19H+ (1 966 ) pp. 1·1 8-TS2 . 

2 . For a r at:·1e:r b i ased ,s·0rL:: r r.1.l b .i.s ·~ory of t>: e C. ;· ~ .. S . see 
Stock , ]~Ugene , A . .liL?_t?J?)( _ _?_!'_j2S?_sl±.~~~h ~•:i ssio~ar.:r Soc i t:!~.Y, , 
IV, 1916 . See c.1,lso :~e· .. ;it ·::; , (} . , rl'Yte ::;ro:Jlem_ ~f SJccc~s:3: 

~;: :l~:ll~::~~;i~~~~~~~:~iit~If c t~~s A. ' 

3. .Ayandele , ::~~ . .A .. " i1he I'·~i ~~::: :~or_-:).r:r J?e.ctor i·:1 ·:o~:t~.e::n ::i ~:·~rio. 
(1 870-1 718) ' , J. " . i, .: . , 3(3), Dece:1b e r, 19r/ , :o . 509 . 



interference b;y :relic;ious rnss2.ons . Thjs was as r:1:1ch to ' '9rotect ' 

i./' e emir a t e s a.s it was to screen off t1--i e , a t time s , 2.u tocr2 .. :t ic: rulr.! 

the resident . 1 

'l.1here ,\'ere y e t are .:,_s untouched by t he jih'J.ct.i s ts of t he nineteenth 

' :e~ tur y . With t l:2 establis~~=.-~:1 -: of :3ritish r ule in t he e ar l;,r 20 th 

es::.tury , it w2.s fe2..red by rel.i 15ious i nterests t~.-?.t I s l aiil wou l d s :nread 

z.e :.:.l was t o n!"'22.cr~ i n :--:u s lim a:::-eas , r edirected ·the.i. r enthusi2.s :::1 to 

t:--. e se ' :!)a ga.."1 ' la:ids . One of t ~os e mis s i on er.our-i s to be so diverted 

:a.s t he interdeDoci nat ional Sud.2.n Interio r Hi ss .ion. 

Aft er an abortive at t enpt to enter ·, or thern :-J i geria in 1893, 

1.-:.i t h o:ily its f oundeT Reverend Eol 2.nd :3in f:;ha.m surviving , 3 a second 

?_ ttem_p t was made in 1900 under ~.h e na:r1e ' African Indus trial 1.-fis s i on 1 • 

'_Jcwever this undertaking did not get beyond La.go s . 'l'he third try t he 

fo J.lowing year , was successfu J. and. a. station was se t u p at Patizi 

e.rnong t he Du pe . However there \·1a s 2, i:. i ; h mortali ty rate among tt:e 

r:: iss iol1ari es and the accompli s~:1ent s of the mi ssi on i n Patigi can 

cnly be measu r ed thr ough the work of A. W. Banfield and h i s research 
I 
4 j_nto the Eu pe l angua ge . 

Ibid . , p. 51G. 
C. M. S. : Hausal and Eiss i o :1 :;3/ _;9 /10 i-filJ. er to Baylis Tlarch 7, 

1903 . 
Hunter , J . E . , A PJ. 2.:ne 0 1 11 1::-e : 'l'hc l i fe a~d 1:!ork of 

H. V. Bi n.e;h e.m , Il . D. , 1? 1, n. 58- 59 . 
.AyandeJ. e , o-,, . cit., J ESi: . J( 3) , :o . .S22 . 
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In its i nitial stages , the id'ricar1 Industrial I'-Lission found the 

nw1e ' Industrial ' most valu2ble 2.s t 'lis aripelL,.tion woul d attr:,.ct 

some c api taJ. frora western cap ita.lists , some of whom would not donat e 

0 2.·om relig ious mo tives but c1i ,J1 t be mo::·e willi:'.1;c: t o donate in order 

· J · " t · l d · ' n2-c .i_ ·v·0.·.· s ' •1 :o ne .}) cre21..e lTI(lUS rJ.a 2..n pros ress1 ve _.., 3y 1905 , 

t·:e African Industrial J.iission had ciecided to s>10H i t s real not.i.ves 

d changed its n .3.me to the more acc"J.rate ti t l e OT ' Africa Evan1:·oli s tic 

i. ssion . • 2 Toi s was to destroy t he notio:1 th2.t ' "che ob j ec t of the 

:'; lGS lOD wa s to civil ize ratheT t han to eva.ngelj_ze .' 3 

Meanwhil e , the Sudm Pioneer Miss5.o:1 '..re.s rounded in 1902 and 

"Inbraced as its najor ains t he ster.mi 0.s of tlie t ide of Isl am anrl 

~r.ovi O.ing the non- Fiuslirn po _nula tion of 02the~ !~ i geria with .q, choice . 4 

.r,e choice was between Christianity :onu Is l2J'l , for it was assumed that 

~:,e ' paga.ns ' would not Hish to ad.he ~e to ,:":e.ir o·,m trad.i. tional religion . 

-._{y 1904 , thi s mission ,. now n2Jne d the Su.Gan United Nj.ssion , sent its 

f'ounder :Qr . Karl Kurmn a .. 11d three other missione...ries to Ni geri a . It wa,s 

:,ot to t he Euslim north that t ,-,ey wer e ,::.·oi.ng but to a great pl ateau of 

::ompe.rati vel y heal thy country wi t h a laree po ""'ulation of •pagans •. 

"··1is is the way t h e Jos Pl at r,au had ':Jeen des:cribe5 to t hem by the 

rn -· 1 ~ 5 ·:.~r.?siden t of Bau chi , C. L . le1..p. ~ . J-Io\•1evcr, Lu sard felt it better fo r 

1 . li'aithful \</itness ( e:1.rly SI:I period ic2l) Au5ui;t 1899 , 12(33) ·" · 27 . 
~ . l·ii ssio;1e.r ;y ·:ri tness ( re1.:~.a.ceO. _i_•a_i_-_~:_if_·_,.i_l _ __ '_.J_i_t_ness i n 1901.~) , 

October 17 , 1905 , .P • 911 . 
3. I bi<l . 

)4 . Griml ey , J . B . and RoDi-~son , G. E . , Church Growth in Cer. tr:~.1 
and. Southern Ni r;eria , 1966 , p . J.,!.i . 

S. lfaxHell , J . Lowry , F 2.l:f a C0mtur1 of G·rac2 , 195!..1 , p . 26 . 
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t hem to stay in Was e , a Mu.sli r:: t o~.-n1. , perhaps due to the re.t:,eI· unst8.ble 

military si tue.tion t!1at the British exp'2di tion had creat ed on the 

nlateau. ~'his del e,y in Hase w2.s res ented by t his initi a l ;:;-:::-c1rn but 

by 1909 , they had Doved north- west to La..:.vig t2ng much nearer t::: e ~11 ateau 

nopulation . Other mer:i.bers oi' t ie s.u.r-: . wer e in t ~e now well p:ttrolled 

0.~·ea o f Gyel s'1d Zawan asong the 3 iron . 

Desp i te ·f::_e ·.,.i i s hes o_f the colon i al 2_Clsinist::-2..tion for a united 

c;1e Briti sh Sl:den Uni ted Eission 2nd the '.Janadi a,n ltfrica J:.v engelistic 

i ss i on coul d not remain uni tee. f or r.:ore t h : .n one y ear ( 1906- 07) . 

fhe l a tter, after t he rupture, beccsne know.:1 2-s the Suda11 In~erio·r 

-~iss io!1 . A more manageaOle si tuation f,::Jr -the B:ci tish admini s t r 2.t ion 

;JnH e:d Miss ion :"art y (c . u .II .P. ) .in 1904 . The C. U.M. P. agreed to fall 

under t l-:e admi nistrative a egis of t h e c.;r . s. an d to let the distri ct 

:;r,own a,s t he 32.uchi highlands be co1~sic.ered t he one for wh i c'-1 they would 

. 'bJ 2 oe responsi .e. 'I'o thi:3 enc. , .2. ::: . . U va.rez undertook a tour of the 

olateau south a.nd west of Bauchi in 1906 to find a suitable s phere 

fo r the C. U. E . P . Acclaimed by 12.':Lcce as g::o od missiona.ry gc,w.lnd , 3 

" ; varez decided on t he area f r o:'! :i3d:uru ( l ocati on of tl1e :Br 0• tis:1 62.rrison) 

s tre tch ing south to t he Birom t0 ;,m of So:p . lfowev e r , hi s report 0 :1 

2 . c.n. s . Hausaland I•~iss.ion. c) ·0 . c it., -:'. . 1·L. S . ax1d C. lJ .:I . P .. #42 , 
J u l y 16, 1906. . 

3. C.N.S. }iiger Hi ss ion GJ/>.J/('J . J.1ho171as ·· Al v D.r1~z repo:c·t o', 
.~forthern Ni geria. tour 90$- 06 , Juue 15, 1906 . 
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t"li s .favourable site fell i n to t r,e t12.nds of Jr . Karl. Kw!l:n , 1 who ,.-1 2.s 

~\lso looking for mission sites 2.::1d consequently -the C. TJ . :-7 . P . s _ohere 

rDved wes t to encom1;ass t he P.n.{te.s e::d Sur 2. ~-,-hil e the S . U . H. urJd1?.rtook 

1:~;e work a.r:1ong the Birom a-round. ~3u.l--.:ur u. . It i s t :- is work in ~3u1mra 

The S . U .r: . set up its fi r.s t nission 2 -~::.t:or. :\1.'ound 31Jkuru. unclE~r 

i', Zawan, t'"e f i :".'st Birom v i11 JJ.ge t o h2.0re wel co:cec1 the :3ri tish when 

\"'-ey initially arrived. The mission w2.s jo i ned a short time l ater 

~)/ ~! . W. Ghey who settled in the to 1 .. ""!1 c:~ :(183.~b,y Gyel . Chey had a 

'·.o oui l d his l iving accommoc.2.t ions . '::~e resident had sent 

ro licemen to round up all ab J.e- 1)odie5. m0:1 t o co r.Tt.J lete the builJing of 

~'-i.s hut a, half a raile from t 1:e vill .:s.?·e . This caused some discomfort 

:):-1. Ghey ' s part wh::> asked hinscJ£' ' ·,thc t wo~.J .. ld -oe t he i r thoughts 

::~:::garding the ne\·r white Ela."'1? ' 2 ~L'his :pron:!_) ted him to hi2:·e some 

:'..abourers from the Naraguta t in mine c ?.c1!p to finish the 1-rork, t e l ling 

t'-le Gyel men t hey we1·e no t need e d . 

Thi s r 2.isc~s two i ssues t~'.~~ t i·te::c·e to s:,.,:e,.doH t he ~nresenc e of every-

•~. ss icna,ry who came to t his ?.rea then anc~- fo r so:Jeti rnR :=1fte:r.--::.r :1r ::l . 

:~._::) first was t h0: firm c1..nd ns.tu:: 2.1 i tle r:-tifi c2-tion of mi ssioni.1.ries 

C.M. S . J':orthern If i gerL, 1-'i ssion 1'?07 , #JJ . A1varcz to Baylis 
September 28 , 1907 . 

? . 'I'he Li ;,ht bearer , 4(4), ,June 1907 , p . 197 . 
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c(;,J_ct ion CO!n.:~l etely justifi c~ d "hy t::e fo~::e- goin ,_; i :n.c: iden t co!1cerni ::r,;; 

"~hey ' s hut . Gyel in this c a se woul ::1 ... not diffe:-centi a t e as t~ wh2th ':;'T 

e:'• jects . rrhe mission8.ries could 0:11:,, offer salt , ' tbe one connect i ns-

-i i nk be tween the natives and 011:::-se1·v•2r; ,'1 which was :r:-eadily accep t ed ; 

" c,herwise t hey were tota,lly boycotteci . 2 :Sven the collection o.f 

'irewood ' takes all our time i :::. oI·der to cook our food . 13 With such 

',c.sks a necessa r y part of survi val 2.nci tcus l eaving li ttle time for 

-=-~::.: 1 i g ion , it becar:1e i mpera ti vo foT ·t~,,.,_e n i ssionar:y to m2.ke close contact 

•.-·i-th the villagers as early as :')03 ::;i-:-:le . Hi s mi ssion depended u :.oon 

i;'-_e symbiotic relationship tha t he cou:Ld s e t u p with the villagers . 

Otherwi se he would be forced t o f'i:; d his supplies e l sewhere , i. e . 

_i~:.::.-·a,guta . At t h i s time , h o1.,.re--.r9r , the losis t i es r ce:_uired t o obtain 

i.'ood and firewood were non- exi s-:0r~ t . As f or Gyel inc.l.igenes , Ghcy found 

L:,at it wa s ' rather difficult to ,;e t :1ear. them . They are stil l afr a,i d 

1 . Ibid ., p . 203 , Ghey a1s0 !Join"cs out that Gyel could not c,;e ·: 
--sa lt which mear1s th:::1. t t:le .i~~ t rc.di tional sources bo th t o the 

west, Iri,gwe and. to t:".e so1J.th , Ron , had been d.is r u!.) ted by 
t he Bri ti sh rnil i tar;y {_;_ ~"'r ;_:..::-. c i:,; . 

<'. . Ibid., r, . 203 . 

3, Ib.id ., p . 198 . 
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1 
of us and cannot understand what we wanted (sic) in their countryo' 

Gyel, for their part, remembered Ghey or 'Masa' (master?) as they 

called hi!!!, but not in a very favourable light. They refused to allow 

him into the town out of fear of hilllo They refused also to go near 

him and would not listen to wl-.at he said. 2 Their oajor concern was 

that he should r.()t go near t:he places, to which he was forbidden 

by them to go. Eventually, according to Gyel, he went away to Forum 

because of their resistance.3 

Ghey was quite persistent in Gyel, however. A system of barter 

for firewood, yams and sweet potatoes was begun late in 1907, and G-hey 

set about trying to learn the language, which he found exceptionally 

difficult and had to fall back constantly on his knowledge of Hausa. 

ana/or interpreters. By 1909, a f e,v classes were attempted for the 

children, in which some reading and writing were taught in Hausa as 

well as Birom. When G-hey went on leave late in 1909, the school 

closed and Reverend E. Evans replaced him for a short time. By mid-191 O, 

tne G-yel station was closed and moved to Du. The G-yel mission had failed. 

Two possibilities for this closure may be suggested here. The 

fi r st has been dealt with above, t.'riat is, t he inabilitiJ of the mission 

to overcome the suspicion and fear entertained by Gyel people. G-hey, 

for example, expressed his disappointment in not obtaining one or two of 

his hopes; ona was that of inducing the 'natives' to wear clothe s , a sure 

1. ~, P• 2000 

2 . :l!:'.!: Pam Doji, G-yel 16/8/73 II, page 246. •~• was remembered 
as a I fierce animal' • 
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sign at that tice of 1 civi-1ized people', and the second was maintain-

1 ing a regular school. Both of t..11ese objectives were common in the 

missionary's work among the 'pagans' • 

The second possibilit--.t that mig..1-it have brought about the closure 

was the pressure of the tin miners, who wished to possess the very 

area on which tbe mission hut was built. Not beir>.g allowed to enter 

the town by G-yel people, the mission station had been built by tm 

river ooar the town. Tin was plentif'ul in the erea, ar,d the land was 

soon leased to the tin miners at the expense of closing down the 

mission station. Thus, economics took priori-cy· over spirituality. 

The S.U.M. now concentrated much of its activity in Du arid 

Zawan, i tinerating only occasionally in outside areas. The Zawan 

station, in constant operation since 1907, had set up a dispensary 

to attract followers, and in 1911, four or five patients a year were 

coming from as far away as Forum. Zawan appears to have been the most 

receptive to this new presence, as it had also been to the tin minir>.,g 

influence, and t.11e missionaries set up their headquarters there. 

The Du, however, refused to come down from their homes in the hills. 2 

Very few in Du were interested in this stranger and what he said. 

Most were terrified by his complexion and avoided him completely.3 

For his part he continually encouraged them to leave their~ which 

they, naturally, refused to do. However, he never went near the 

1. The Lightbearer, 6 and 7, August-September 1910, p. 160. 

2. .:IE!: Du village, 11/3/73, II, p. 151. 

3. ~-
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1 place because he was forbidden to do so. 

In Shen, a ha:m.let north-east of Du, the same resistance was 

provoked when they were urged to leave the fu!g. The elders were 

quick to point out what would occur if the villagers followed t.1-lis 

new religion and attended its church and. school. If the young men 

followed it, t here would be no one left to farm and the young men 

would then beccllle lazy.2 The missionaries realised this distaste 

for indolence was widespread, e,nd r~ted that it had been fue pre-

colonial custom to sell a child who showed a disinclination to .;ork. 

They did not, however, equate la.ziliess with the attencling of mission 

schools. This sentiment was not shared by the elders , who expected 

their youth to follow pre-colonial work patterns. 

By 1912, the missionaries were looking with some trepidation 

at t he incoming labour force for tin, or more precisely, the Hausa 

merchants that this labour force spawned. These Hausa Muslims, 

especially in Bul.'"Uru, were 'pressing in. on every side wit.}i Government 

protection', and unlike the Christians, every Muslim was considered 

to be a missionary and his influence was soon felt in Bul."UrU) 

The tin boom had begun in 1911 and was becoming exceedingly active. 

Bukuru was growing rapidly; attre.c tine miners, labourers and Haus a 

merchants . From the Hausa markets came the Muslim call to prayer 

1. Ibid., p. 152. Both Du villagers and the Provincial Admild.stration 
--rorbade such actions. 

2. Nyam Bading, Shen, 10/8/73, II, p. 194. 
3. Usuman Bello, Bul.-uru, 4/4/73, V, p. 1. 
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'' "•.eh i~orning . 1 It is not su:::-p-cising then that the mi ssion began 

-, ,, look farther afield to those are2.s l'lore i sol2.ted from t hese 

L~.rge 13irom areas and tr2.di tionally of considerable impor t ctnc:e in 

c-, :-e- colonia.l dEtys , were c!losen for mission e:x:p::ix1sion . Unforti.:nn.teJ y 

,::.r :.::wn alread.y· ha.Cl a tin mining area within .five kilometres of Zabu tt 

-:J ·c i_;erha:ps t he sheer size of t he po ~Julat.ion in t:::e Forum village area 

~-_~t-~-rc-~ r-ie t h i s oOs -tacle . Also, not 2~11 missiona:r i 2s wer e anti- mines 

~·-~1 -.r: s ome like Rev erend 1:; . Ev?_ns felt that the influx of white men 

-,c the district v1ould ' prove adv2.nta6eous to miss .i.on work and not 

othe:rwise . 12 

However, to continue in this vein • .. -ould be fo g-i ve S . U . H. a 

·-;_:,?~)ond erant i mportance in mis .s ion ~.·ror-k 1,1'.'!ich '.·Jes not the c2.se . 

:ere were othe:rs in the fie:~ci to be considered (--l.!:1d a.ri exarni nati on of 

-.. ·1',i r activities would be use f ul here . As ea,:rly as 1907 , the plateau , 

0 .l ready chequered by the bounda ry linef; of min ing leases , was being 

f'urther divided by the mi ssion or() 0.ni za tions whic,1 were being diverted 

f rom the I•Iu sl im areas to the ' paga:c ' pl ateau. Emlyn in Bukuru agreed 

' ,,0ith Alvarez of c.n.s. i~n.at tte S. U. J:I . ,.,rould not work among the JJirorn 

::-r.d Rukuba while the C. U. I'-1. P . wey1 t .into the territory of the Sura. 

-~.J:.d ~A-ngas , an area closeJ.y 1y::,:rdered by the interestsof the C. T-: . s . in 

,, ,, lowlands . Thus rniss i on 2,ri c s set out to delirni t their area in order 

'7:o co::ice~tra.te on a part.lc11l ::i.r s s/nere of activity and es:necia.lly a 

, • 'l'he Li R"htbearer , 9(3) Vi:u:ch 19 13, p . 7l1-

? . 'l"ne Li,,htbea.rer , 10(1) , J';ma2.ry 1914, p . 16 . 



I 

I 
t 

I 

7 ess t h2.n a year , be i ng d i s2olv2d in ·1907 fo r t he ' ~-ood of t::e o l d :::: r 

\•.1ork in !:.rneri ca ' 1 2.nd b sc~·us e i t p!'oved ir::ip.ra.ctic ?. :, le to cas t t~e 
? 

t!"~e s2..::!e rnoulr3. . - Th e S2.na6i2.n ec'."o:~·t was ind-"ed 

_.F:. ti g i , EgOe .~:re. :::-espective out-s tations until i·t Oe['an i n 1910 to 

look northward . ~r . A. F. Stirret t , one o f the most de di cated of 

c T ". . . . l, . ' u . _ . l'i . T:! l SSJ.or:a r ies J our:1.eyea. t h'!:·oup;h the h i ghlands of t he 

:!os Plateau wi. t h a vi ew to O}Y:?ninr.: a sc.n.~_to:r·ium fo::c workers stat i oned 

i n the l owl 2.r1d 2.r eas . l'atig-i 2.rnl 1:fushishi were bo th cons ider ed 

;1nhe:::1,l thy areas . However , 1:~~ soon ,judged this area to b e i :1 d i:r:e 

need of a more direct Chri stie.n infl uence aml sent a call to t h e 

3 . I . E . ' s home board i n ~1oronto to open work mnong the Ba.ro~1, Rirom . 

2.::---:d Ganawuri . I n s11cceed. -~ng issu es of the Nis s io:1 ~.r:y Witness Stirrett 

rei t erated hi s call s.nd pointed out t h2.t the pl arrned reilwe.v so 

beneficial to the miners , could al so s erve t he mis si.onaries hy 

1. Nissionary Wi tness, J ul~/ 2 , 1907 , -p . 97. 

2 . 

J . 
The Li 7htbearer , IV , June 1907 , )) . 152 . 

1'1issionar,, Witn .. ?ss , D:-::ic-::mbet' 13 , 190Ll , :) .. _37 . Al3o s:-~e 
--Gr~ham, Sonia , l?. , 1:-ove!'nmen t r1.nd h i ss :ion ~~duc~ti o:-! j_~ 

Nort:-:ern Ni a-e:r-i ?. 1 ci:S-5:.:.T9T~f960 . -
Dr . A. ? . Stirret t c c. e ,')U t 8,S a mi ssion -')~:-.~- r ather l".':::.. 2 i n 

l ife a. t the e.,ge of 37 ; ~o •,,.r(-?V r:r , he W£1..S in lTl:~·erie_, no-t.·;..b]_? 
Jo s , from 1902 to .;9Li8 . See , Percy , jJ01.1.;:;l-::.s C., 2'. -: i r .i:·(·.: t ~ 
of t he Sud2'1 , 191+S . 
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s ite v.rHS selected ne2c" I"liango i n 19 11 for t:l :2 s ,s,~~.torium ._ rl'hus , 

n'."re I r i g-\·re s t ill had l it t le use for money and :-:ould clo not~:ing for 

. . . 2 mi ssionar i es . ,-.rhe Iri 3¥1e did not partic~uJ.a~l.Y a.ppr e c b:t e 

"?_nd t~us obl i z;ed G. S&."'lde:rso.n , wl10 wc~s in char g·e u f -the sanatori um , 

to oe accomp2,nied by an e scort of h i s 0'.-1n '"!len w'len he j ::,ur neyeci to 

t ohn . 3 Kwall , i:r1 the me2.nt i rne , p A: i d -n.o at ter.:. tio :1. "Go these newcome:i:.-s, 

· "t' 1 +1 1~ "\-.~a. i gnorea r.em comp __ e _.e y . 

r. i:ne remaininc a l oof . Hi s e l ,Jers , h,;v1ev2r , i so 2. Et0d. t~emseJ ,,re s 

f-:'.'om t he ne1-1comers and cou1d not see thi s new f ,li th as anywhere near 

!:ls s t r ong as ~, the main pill2,r of t radi tior!al bel i efs . 5 

Unabl e , by pri or a0re2nent , to 2t1ter tr1e S . U ~M. r s Birom parish , 

tr1 e S . I .:n . spread westwards off t:1e scarp into areas i nhe,bi t e d by 
e Cha wai a:1d Kn..goro . ?he:- 2-lso FlJ.rle their :presert ce felt in Jiukuba 

1. · Ni ssion2.ry :;, i.tness , Decer:!oer 19 11 , TJ . 329 . 

2 . Eva..ngelic".l Chri s t i an, Ee::,· ·1 9 13 , ::i . 1'55. 
Ibi d . ' Anril 19 14 , , , . 121 . 

. TP? 1:tidz i a c l an, KwalJ, 2J/LJ73 , Iv, :p . 2 . Kwall , it s,1ouJ. d be 
- - rememb;:r.ed , i s f ive k ilot18tr0s from J'.,ii c: .. ::1(;0 and t h e t 1;;0 are 

sep 2,r2ted by 2. f 2st f 10 1.-.:ing- :r-i ver. 
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·.:..::--0.0.g· the Rukubc~ . It Oeca.n!e kncn-rn as Ze.gun bece.use t h e f.ir .st i_; .:..; 1-3. 

not e:J_9J. oy ?.:ausa Out i:'1sistsd on 

However , clespi te his efforts , he 1.,1as avo ided 2_-r·1d 

i -::7nored. ; t h e peo!-)le sho•.1ed a lack of c oncern for bis trade goc:ls 

2.nd his Englis>i money . I'luch of his at tent ion he devo ted t o t::-,e rne::'.ic3,l 

:l:L spensary he had se t up , in the ho!)e t>;.2.: t a moi-:e l a sting ccnt.2.;..:t 

.,.';00.ld be made through that :--:: e d i urE . 

;i as :Plateau at 1 east on paper , it ".'! 0"..1. l 3. be well to t c.ke a brie f 

Hith the G. N. S . and C. U. H. P . \·10 :::-k . Du.e to i t s intense interest i!-: 

t h e Euslim north -the C. ~'~ . S . ,,.r:1s co1;u:1 itted to extensive pol i tics.l 

:naneouvering with the 13ri t .i st.1 c;ove~:-nmr:::nt i n order to reach its 

.s_vowed aim of pro s elyti zi ng t;-~e ' :.9~1gons '. -J.1his cou l d v e:ry ·,,:e..:.. L r.:~'le 

1. fPR Ut1::. Kakkek , Zag,rn tc1'"! , 22 / 1/74, III, .,. 236 . 

? . Evan gelic~1l Christian , i."1\;,.ne 1916 , p . 186 . 
3. Ayandele, o n . cit . , 1';6S , :;ip . 117-152 . 



281 

a ided t h e C.H. S. in refuti ·r1~: t ho cor:s 7.c1.!1 t Briti sh sugg1-;s tion th2. t 

f ::.ey divert t heir enthusiasm to the Be.uchi h i ghl [}rid s . Althou:;·h 

'.; , U. l-'. . P . had been founde d i n 190L+ , by 1907 it still onl y had one 

miss i on?:r:y , J . W. Lloyo. , i n t he field . I n the rii ssion ' division ' 

~:hu.s , 

;m ini tie-1 statio'1 u as set up in 190·1 2Jnong the su-~a a t Pany;o_;n ':!i th 

':,10 missiona·cies , Ll oyd ;md a ne-,vly arrived mi ss ion2.ry , George Pox. 

'h'? i::wariable probl ems of a non- moneta_i:-y econor.y co;nbi ned with 

1.=:1.ck of i nterest in t:-le mis s ion \•;ere net . Atte;~p ts were made to 

learn somethin ,,~; about the Sura relie;ion but li ttle ·.)ro g-ress w::.s m2.de . 

Some i tinera.ting was done w~1ich al t~iough not extens ive took l-;,ox to 

· y 1909 , there was a Yoruba 

r:1 i.s s:L on agent 1,rorking e...t-no~; · the A .. rigas at 1Jankshin and in 1910 e, 

Cor:1muni c2.tion wa s most convenien t i t 1 Hausa in ·which mi s:Jionaries 

locaJ. language ''-ras not 1.Jsed. t o trr....!"1.sl e te 1.1hnt t ~e :ni ssio:-:.2,rie s wu.nted 

1 • C. l·L ,:. . :-To::.thern Eicer:i.2~ ~<issioY-'., 1907 , #3 3 , o ·n . :::it . 
An atti t ude obvio·'-~'lY origin:-i.ting wi.t~ .... t e c..,-ove1.---'.:ne r: tq_l 
officer:-; . See Annual Reports: Northern Ni geria, 1900-11, 
No. 516, 1905, p. 393. 
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area, from 3ri tish nd!nini.st:c.:::, tion , there appears to have be;::'"'_ ;_~_ ;"':::-e:?.ter 

tendency by the missio~1:tri es :.c L':eddle in loca.l poli ties as :;o:·:: "':l ?.-::- '?i 

-~o those r.lU-::!h ~1ea.re:r .J o s , 1.-.'ho , due to gvvernmerr~ and minin ; · 

:~.ttenti veni:?ss , te:--1.deci to remain aloof . ? o:r example , Llo:r3. in 19·1 O 

noth j_ng to do i.-:i-:'.1 t he rites of Kuill , par -ticularlJr as they pert~_ined 

to the pla.ntin:; o:.· cro1is . 2 < ·:~he ensui:--~g ouarrel.,,, quite rapidly 

3.S they saw fit. Eo·d:3Ve:c , t ~is action fi i C;_ :not so lve a eri s i.s of 

l eadershi ;1 , and when the annu8.J. ra~Lns ·were late the Gwo1on g •,.;2.s said 

to be at fault and, indirectl:.r, the missjonaries as 1-;ell. 'I'r.,"r"' 

f ollowed a sustained political duel between the lhskam ( council of 

elders) and the Gwolon ,.;;. ~:Nen.tually t~e resident arrived ,,i.::1. 

.'. ovem.bar 19 10, c .. nd announc ed t hat De would not depose the G\-:Qlor,;- , 

but if the :oeople wished to d.o so , they could . 1'he Gwolon::: was at 

once tu:cned out a~d the miss.ion took t::-lis as a b low to thei!"· ::c-: i ss ion , 

for n ow the ind. i e;cne s looked upon the Resident .Bauchi as s:.~~::rpo-~ti-:c1-~~ 

1. Ibid., 1910 , #30 Lloyd to B2.ylis , Febrna~::; 5, 1910 . 
--re i nforced Haus2v as the ling,1.J.2. fra..YJ.c 0,. 

2 . Ibid . , 1911 , #13 1·1oy(i to Bayli s , Fovembe~ JO , 19 10 . ~·~ri 

---;xce1lent study was ,:.: one on the J\Jlg'2 S b? a t>-1ird. ye2.-:::: st1J.c1ent 
at .Ahm:-iclu Bello Un.ivei--si-ty , Zari e. , ~: ; g : ~i2., , as a sJ-::2i .=l.l 
:pa.per in 1973 . S2e S-onyok , C. K., rrhe ~; :-~·e.s a::d the G:~:'.: i .:: 3: 
of the Coloni a l Admi n istra. tio.n 1906- JJ . 

~Cemple to C. O. June 6 , 1911. 
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The missio na.ri e s were c::..lso .::;-ceatl;/ concerned :~.bout t h0 po~;si ()il i t y 

')f appointment by Bau.chi Einirate of a s~.rl:: i :n Anga,s whose subord i 1!ates 

2 i!ould be chi efly Eausa s:pe3kers . 1.i'he fear was also rife t0,,t a 

::_~ imila.r ayyro 2.ch wou1 cl 1)e ta.ken in the Sura to,.,;ns aJ1d eventually 

.i.ri Jos . 3 !l.l v 'irez ho.d already coc:.:,lained to Lu,:;;1rd in 1913 aoout 

~.}!e Eus lio ' presence 1 • D-urinp hi s tou:-r. of t ~·1e }1auc h .i a.rea he said 

1°' :? hacl f otu1d Jeka.das (l,,Iuslim tax colJ.ectors) 1,1{10 WC::!:'P. oper2..ti n :-2; i n 

In 18.te 1913, tr,e first bavti sr:i.s had t 2ken place i n Ke.bwir of 

£·our A..vigas and i n 1914 the first Christi an mar::c-ia;..-:;e 1-:ctd taken p l a c e .. 

·(ncr e ased mi ssion a.g.itat i on for a~ extension of t he vro r k i nto new 

-1,rea like Gwolor~e; , Kereng 2nd l,lp Fl!1 weT·e rehuf:,::•P.d. by the government 

·.-.rl~o felt these ,?~re2.s i•iere not yet ~,:'e2dy fo:::- tht: missionc.ries ( or the 

,·:iners); i t h,:,,ving be i ng dee Ja.red an ' unsettl 26. 1 dis t r i c t . 'I'he 

··d.ners l ent s on (~ imvetus to the n i ssion penetration of t ~-1e ~l2~ts2.u 

f',')r , many t imes , t hey personifi ed the a l i en inf luence, both Europee..n 

''.nd l'Iusl im , which would destroy the v i llagers ' sense of values . 5 

,.·he miss i on8,ri es had l ittle confiden".:!e in a ' :n:ro- I s12Jnic 1 2.s \•:~i1 1 a.s 

1 • :By 191 li this dep·:)S tion had becon:2 a ' f;'()vc rnF1en t ac t j_o.n ' which 
had tu~: .. ned t~_: e peo ;)Je in a:1thori ty a'::/:..inst t he rni 3::;ion . 
CMS 1;' 14 ;ff+3 . i:ayward to Stapl es , Junr, '15 , 191L, . 

2 . I bid . , 1913, #.+7. i"li~11.rtes of .Executi:·.re Co:·~1itt<:?e , J c:.nua):y 
25 , 19 13 . 

3. I bic!. . 

S. Gra hr_f!l , OJ . ci t . , p . 12_3 . 
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t!1at ' some of ·the gove·::·nmon t o f fi _c iHls wi l l hav e no scrnpl es i n 

r1drninister ade e:u -3.tely T:1.i s2ion~ries ;:.:n_d mi ners 2,l i.kP. 2.nd a tte: :-.-r;te ·~~-

1110 s peak of a miss i on;:.,.ry ' i r;;,y,a.ct 1 ·oefor~ 1920 .i s ta give i ts 

efforts a GT e2.ter impor t the.n the:l act-nal l ~' T;oss e3 s ed . .A.s could. be 

the nl.ss:i.ona::'ies raade h a.r dly 

r.2cessary then t o l ook a t tl:1e pro1)l e !-:~1 ::1et e.r. d accomplish;;i2~·ts 

-,.ttained in t h:i.s settling- i n per.'. oc:. , f :i r the ,ni ss i.ons had ~-et to 

spread beyo.nd the inrJed i a t e a re e., o.f ·;::"e vi l J. e.ges in which tr.0:r ,,:e:re 

J. oca ted . 1.'he procedure f ollowec. ·,:o-.,J. 0 sh,,ne the future wo:r:'.( o f tr.e 

n:i s sion i n the succeedinB· y e2."":'s 0. s 1 gained relig ions :1C:.her9r:ts 

and beca,me an even greater fact ,'):::- in t:le poli t i ca.1 a.:.'"1d soc i .s.l ct2.:13·es 

of the 1930s. 

Chri stian Hiss i ons : Acla.,Jtat :i. c:1,3 __ ,o ··:6. l'ol ic:v 

1 . CI .. 1S . , Nor t hern 2--Ji ger ie.. , 19 17 , {20 ~ox to T:.~11ley , Earc:t 20 , 19 17 . 

2, J.}?id . , 1915 , -//23 Weci i.;-0wood to : :2nley , I'cn~ch ?.O , 1915 . 
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.- -, . 1 
·;r:i 1·11.us ..... im are2.s was ev e r pres r~~nt -:n :-1 in non- >~uslirn areas where I s l a_rn 

_: ~ -:=-c-oJ.uced himself i n the v.i_ J l age i ~1 t:-'-:: s?1ne W':J.2,7" a.s the :8uro11ean 

;(Fcqueror ha_d done with 2- gun disnl 2.y . J 

_:}-~en he entere d the Bi:r:-o rn to~,..r:-1 of ~-,: e_f an on his tour of the p] .".'l.,te cu 

18x wisted to dissociate h ir.1.se l f f:ro r~. c~ -:-iu::--ii t i ve col unuYJ. of t,,,ro hundr ed 

s nldiers t he,t ,, assed throu::;h h5 s 2.::':c0_ He desi:r.:·eci t o he.ve no th i ng 
,, 

·-c, do wi th ther:i other than w2.s ~o:1:~1-1. l s,-:JT;/ by :r:ecess i t,y or loy2,l t y . :J 

1 . G~rahar!1 , o ~J. ci t ., ~i:.'. · ; ).:'2.ndele , _71:.e 1-:i ssi on2-~v I_.~']3st - ._!.!....1. 

1966 , 

2 . J P.:E , I - I V, R_ass i m. 

)i . Lumm , K2,r.J. H. From Hau22.l~.:n d -to Eg"l1t::t throu'.'!,h the Sud;".:.n , 19 10 , p . 26 . 

S. C1·,1s Reverend George T . '•'ox ' s ,Journ.""-l , I :c;_,,:J JI , E:-3S , I->~·ch 23 , 1908 . 
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n1 t i t qui te e.c 8u.re.t.ely in a..'! i mag·in~::-y di?.loguc;? . He imagi~e d a 

i~:;e ria.."1 mak in_c; the following corJme:'.':ts -?,.ho1tt :.:,nve rnrnent of' f' i ciµl s · 

fJ.1h ey a:.:·e the saEie col our , s y ~-; a_.k the sar:1e lr1n{;,.1age , 
we2r t h e same kind of clo t ~.,:? s , 1 i ....-e i n thr= same 1 
wo.~y as you , you e2. t Hi th ·::~1e:-:1 2x1.d t hey with you •.• ---

··-'he logica l co-,-1clus i on of collabor?_tion must f o l l ow . 

'I'he mission2ries , howev e r, did not come to make !Jeople l o:,- ,, l 

·',o the British government nor to lower the ' p res ti ge a..r1d d i;::;:, i t:r of 

i1 ~}1ropea..Y1s i n a savage countr y ., - L-u.,p\:;.:r.d , wt o voiced t he a. Jove fe e1.in:3·s , 

-.,.;e n t on t o define this ' lowering ' as ' fanil iari ty of a clas ::; t t3,t 

breeds conte m_T? t '. S It wa.s with s u c h d ictums i n mind t:1a t r1 i ssionn.:-i es 

1 • Gl ea.l"ler , O'J , ci t. , Decenbe-c· 

2 . Ibid . 

1915 . XLII, p . _50Lr , -). 1o7 . 

.3 . EaxHell , .J . L ., Din.r :iPs ~- G a r:1i ssion a r,yr with suvr, L'. o::• -_:;~:e:r:n 
Ni geria , ~t1hodes House . 

L1 . P:::10 CO h~:6/h0 , #405 Lu garcl t o Xur:-ar:1, Se11t0mb(ir 2 , 190!1 . 

S. Ibid . 



287 

:;;; cceeded in some c a.se s in drawing a l ine of_ ici _c,,; t _i_fic a,tion. In 

1 
_. o\•.:ed do1.·m .i,.:.o wh ile t.hcy al \.·12,i S hc..d to bow to t > .. o dis trict off'icer.-~er . 

--e:c:'li tted by t he Dis tri_ct c{ead or t h e Di st::·ict Officer . The sm; h J had 

;.::o ssed sHords 'Ji th the Bauchi Provincial Adi-ninistrP.tion many tirne egues 

;s:-:1~ forty- five k iJ.ornetres no:cth of 1.-~2,si1 cv:d j us t east o f t!'1_e Angae.c:as . 

-, 1 e Ba.ucr1i Resident i n 1906 . The rnis s :Lon:::.TJ , ,T . 3u r t , had b eha\~1,.aved 

~-:. a ' h i gh- handed I manner 2.nd rnc1-d.e no r,e .. Jm ,:..::n t f o r \vox.·k don e . 

_ ?-:::ki n Karma evidently was e.1 ;3,rm•?d -::·16 .0urt was ordered out of the s e 

,.· J some good in :BlLl.curu but only i .f the::,r \~·ere cJ. oseJ.y watched . ?<tisz1is 

~ssionari.es less likely to i nte~vene i]1 vil laee affairs . ~19 

? See Cho.y, t e r VII , p. 344. 
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di r ec t cha.ll e::1g0 to the -=:hr i stia.:1 :nissi,:;ns . 2 H3. thor ironic -:J.l? , 

the occasio~ a rose 

a. vill2.ge -to pr,2:1..ch or t 22.ch , H2.usa 1.,12.s r:-1uch no.re convenient to 

:ls e t t2n to go -l:hrough the 1ong :9roc ess of Jea.rni n g· the loce..l 

:·,·.<t ief th2.t the villagers 1,,rould s oon °'.) •~ z:i r:.1,m a,'.-12,y by 1abou::- 2...n d to 
I, 

'.::"·(? mosques . ·-+ •.rrar1slati.ons were i -r. ::.8ed ?~t t empted Out the se ,,;ere --c1o t 

.,£' i rn:t:·edi.2.:te value . Eausa for the ::: is.3.io:n.2.r .y could ex:9:ress reli ~;ious 

concep t s better ond a l so textbooks \·.rere aiready avai l 2.ble i r.. the 

1_,,n,:;uage . 5 Isl ar;i could onl y benef it frog such a policy for was not 

r.rhe mission I s pol icy toH2.rd s dress ·also fell i nto t he SP .. ITl/3 

(·2tl-ier contorted logi c t ~2. t Jed ma.r~y ' pc.g;a_n.s ' to Islam . Pro:'essi~g 

1. Church I-Tissionary Gl2a,,e.·, L:Jy 1 , 193 , ~.O(Li73), p . 66 . 
2 . ~~n i s also r 2. ised the is::rn.e of re::;trictin,;- t':1e constY-..1.ctic:1 o:' 

churches while allowi~1; the mos n_ues · to be bui lt a nc~: t er •:r:lich 
brought vociferous cornnlaints ::'rom the mi ssions . S0? ? ~:1) 
CO LJ16/100 , /696 BeE t c C. O. September 11 , 19 11 and 
I nternational i·.·i ssio!' -3.r·:/ Counci l ,.;U·chives , (I . I·~: . c . _.;, . ) .t,011c:.o!::. , 
File Box 269 , Lu02.rd to 'fu91eJ. l , F'ebn1ar;.• 11 , 1919 . 

3. 1l1h e scJne pre.ctice hel rJ. for }:1oli tlcal officers . See F,:J( .Jo s;: r o .f 
90/19 10 , op . cit . 

S. I ntervi e\·1 wi th Ifa.ro l d Potter , SU"'. mi ssionary , 22 /8/72 . 



~~:covince s Co u!:c i.1 of J:Ji gcria in 15- 13 ·\·ished a l so to depre cate t he 

2 
:~.,:;-er: ts . For. t:-.. 0~:;e w'::o wis hed tc ·,..1;;;2.-r- clothes , they c hose t :-1•= ga r:nents 

·_,:e~e provided with a t urban a.s ;:2,rt of their attainment of 

· :3.:-iy vill ages th";n , i n close 1Yro:x:iDi ty to the tin rni Y1es especia.lJ.y 

Jos Division , ·~1ere f2vcec1 ·.-:i t h s:Jc -:.- ~ pressures from 'd i thin by the 

,::Lssionar.i es s~rid from w.~.t hou t ~).Y t:1e Lu s lims . 

Aside then f rom s :..ch r>:r--ob l em~: 2.s the missio~a.:c.i es he.d wi t:h Huslims 

?.:::d the government, there was als o the ~oract.ice o f the new religio::1 

';' ,2,_t they wer e i ntroducing 2.t a ·:illage level . J'he attempts at a 

r :.i._pid conversj.on o f vill 2,ge:c-s rr: 0.s1n t the innovation of some rather 

~·1 ~.:ohaza.rd make- s hift theologic2J t C?Achings . For exa ... rn.pi e , GhP.y 

-:-:-emarked that t h e Biror.i worshi "f) their God Gwi, Hh ich is also the 

=~ i.::-or:1 word fo r sun , ~rhis b e lief ·or:rme 8.ted t½e who l e of J3irom 

1 . Sudan Inte~ior Hiss ion F ~~:: l,lquarters ( ~i1o~onto ), Pile : Hi.s t or·y 
mater.l.aJ. , ~•1ote ::)y- J{c.'.t,-e1 1:/cl:EJ.a.ri . 

2 . I .!1[.C . A. Fil.e Box 270 , o --~~ern Provinces CounciJ. , Ni ~Grin 
Gonfercnce a.t Lol-:o ,ia , ·j ,·;13 , f!:his ·,,.;as c. ~te of r:1.::-c:1y i ·e t~1""> luti ons 
pass e d r.i t this co11f ,~:r e;;,'.'."~~;) . 

] . r:;r-,rs Rev erend George =r . :/oy ' :: .T ottrnal , o r . c.i t .. , .J2.nua:r./ 26 , 1908 . 
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and explain the 'greater povrer' of Christianity, the mission decided 

to use the term~ (fatb..er of tre sun) to denote tb..e god t rey wished 

worshipped.1 This became the accepted pattern among the Birom under 

the impact of the S.U.M • .Al!long another 5-roup, anot.11.er situation had. 

a different solution to t r..e saoo problem. In t.1-iis case, the S .I.M. 

noted that the Irigwe perceived the st.n as the equivalent of t1'..e 

Christian god. This coincided with the Birom belief. However, a 

different solution was ad.opted by the rather nore evangelistic S.I.11. 

The gcd perceived by tr.e missionaries was said to be the Irigwe 'sun' 

god while Jesus, upon whom greater stress was laid in prosyletizing, 
2 became the son of the sun. T'nis meant tha t between t;vo ethnic groups 

only eight kilometres apart t here was a problem in finding an accurate 

ind.igenous name for god. The difficulties for evangelisation within 

these groups can thus be imagined, and this points out the rat .1'1er 

uncoordinated theology preached by e ach mission group. 

Finally, the whole element of re s istance in the village was the 

major, and constant, problem. The 'old me n' whose authority was 

threatened were against the mission, 3 and immediate converts to t he 

P.ew religion were rot forthcoming. The forthright policy of 'se,ve the 

chief first, 1 attempted in Nigeria as early as the sixteenth centur-J 

1. 

2. 
3. 

The Li,,.htbearer, 1908, #6, l!e;rch 7, 1908. JPP Interview with 
one O of the first Birom Christians, '.l.'oma Tok Bot, Buk<lrtl, 
3/9/73, v, p. 30. 

Eva11..geli~al Christian, April 1918, 14(4), P• 108 . 
JPP, passim, I to V. 
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~."/ t h e Po:::-tugue sc in Benin 1 1 .. ras avidly follo\·.1ed . rphPs i t 1.1-at ion. i ~1 

-- ::Jwi r has alrea,dy b een mc:,n tioned 2..nd it c 211 be ,;en2r2-J.L zed int o a 

' t!'ley ( the non- Ch:ristians:1 1.·:oulcl_ al l fo llow hi r:!. 12 1J:h i s dictum ,-.ra.s 

· :::.:.s it not his ~espor: si bil i ty to .look 2~ft 2r cc-, : D1.: ·:ic.:;. tion s with t ½e 

1,~J.::·opec1.r..s and give ex~ression to t 1:-leir dem.e.n d. s ? Hav.1.ng no ma,jor 

rituals to perform in the village as has been s '1own .i!1 the case of 

-·is conversion \·muld :orobably -pas s u·:-:t:c·-0 :r,2.:c'.zerl. in t he ville.ge -~nd it 

· ·0 1J. ld certainly no t set ar.. exP.m11 l 2 f:J::· o:::1~_o rs t o fo llow. It CB.n then 

--~ rea.lizecl why t h is pr a ctice of i ndi f :~erence i n t he vi~lag es was 

~.:r)rn::1.on . 3 The mission soug~ t reco 2:n. i t ion i n t he village and r ece ived. 

~-nly recognition from t 1::! e ' :·,'urope,'1..c-, cr:ic. f ' i n the vill age . In 

t--,.1'.) se areas whore the chi e f 1.·.r'J.s 2,lso t':-ie r itua l he.ad of the vi l lage 

::>)3 in Zabutt , 1,:erents· or 'fa 3.ung , ':e refused t o be converted fo r the 

') ~;vious r e ason tha t t his me:?_:-i t a c1ir.:5 nution of h is po, .. .rer)-+ and possibly 

1 . Ryder , A. F. C. , ' 1i1~e "1 2ni:n L•:issions ' , ~r-1: s~\! , ?(2) , D~ cembc.: r 1961 . 

2 . Church i•I i ss ionary Outlook ( for;n·?:rly Gl(::~) , -~ie:J~-u~ry ·1 ;.i22 , 
L!9(:;7 ~; ), p . 3S-

3. wi t h E . G. ?;;,_:> T':1 t , O.J . E ., ( SU1 I ~-'-i s s iorL:1.r y ), 16/i)/72. 
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limited t o t ~e c0no tierors . 

AJ tho-...i~·h ls l2 .. rn w2.s i dentified b~,.. t :-~e r!'! i ss ion as their ma.jo::. 

:;till :ol ays a mos t i:nportant r ol e i"l v i., 18. 9 life. Its ndher.r.,nts 

:'ro;n acce:uting t he me d.i c i ne off ere~- , cvoi ded con t 2,_c; t \-; i t h the carri :=~ r3 

of' this new fcd.t~ . Pifteen years E:,ft ::r t~te mi ss i on ' s 2.rrival .,.ri:r-t1.12_1ly 

:.o penet.ration had been m;:i_de into ·,iJ.J.age reli gious syst~n . 

~n t :1e 19205,- t he tradi tion2.1 =-~1 i ? i on wa .. s of such irnpor 'tan.c e t!'\ ,-.1, t 

tLe ances tors a!1d to be ~1 -? ss ed on to t~eir child:r-en fo -c t ~t-:ir 
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1 
J-:J.·t:o.Pe2.11s mo ::c- e thc~n ar1yth i n,::;· else . _,o;,-;· , hoi.·:ev~}r , 't (.:e encro2,chj_ng 

l~:-nd . The D. O. in Jo s Division , H. E. 1.·-T . Bovill , fell in 1923 t l:at 

~:.:. [~ expai."'lsion was so ra.:pi d that ' •.. i n C:, fe-H years time littl e or 

LJ e e.rthh will be l ;-1ft f o:c c;J.ltivntion . 13 

Sac-red I)r-opc:t ty i :n t he form of land o r.- materia.1 posst:?s:;ions is 

'::is wc s of ultimate irn1)0-~_~ t: .. n ce to t l;.:-: vil l2.ge 21.d i n t he e a r l:y 1920s 

'.~ ornpl2.ints were being lodf~·ed by the Gwor:1s of the vi J.l a.~~·es aiJout t he 

1 . Personal interYie,-.r ~.vi-th Che.r1 es L . \'lillia :-:is , AUL1J.!3-L 22 , 1972 . 
Also s e e Ch,;,pter IV, pp. 172-1 84 . 

? • rrsafi i s ,:!. generr:_1 t e2:·r:1. used on the pla t ea1.1 to :re:p~ce s c-~1 ~_; 
custorna r~,r oJ:- s .:>.cred objec:t s or :ritue.ls . !1.b·r2,h2.,m' s 
in his l)ictio.nar11 of t he :!au~~a L an?fD.a-~):e is ' fet i s h ' , '.·.1!7 :i -::;h 
in no way ca...11 be sa·i.d. to clesc:r.·i be t ~e ·r:-el : :1·5.ous be1 -~,~~.fs of 
t :1e p l a teau p eop1 ~~3. 

·3. .~fd5:_ S?'D) ·16 CR J}.~7. ?er~)o n1. l 'b7 .ile on !~. A . . L:?.n ,:;·slo~-:- Coc>~ , 
L,:tn&;s low- Cock to SL:P Oct . 2j, 19::23. ~)o;;i ·; 1 ' ;; si:-:nti m.(~nt .. r:J.s 
deplored by 1&'1GsJ 01,,1-Cocv.: ,,rd r e noted t'-,:, t only 1/3,; of 
t he plate au was uncl f?r mining 1 ,22.se. Ee j-_-.d. no t mention 
however 1..:hethcr t hese le2.se s occupi 20. c,ra.1)le 1 2nd or no -t. . 



~,.;:-,-u ld i n tine ' ... be exterd.ed to -::;ove:r ot her areas for the '811.-_:-- ·:-:)ses 

,, f cul ti v a tion , 3 

·.enend on t he ILO . ' s decision as to v1};_ere t f:e:y couJ.d or co1..1.2.:.: :~:::i ·:: 

~ i ne . The !.)l ateau v i l lc,r:rc s W(?l"'e in a similar pos.i ti.on ho.v i:-1r· 2.l-7-e :1.6..y 

1 . J PP nassim , Vol. I - I V. 

EAI CSO 2C/12537 , Vol. l. i,'.1::1ual Re :;ort for :rlauch i Fc;'.' .i -: :.:e , 1923 . 

'3 . NCH, on . cj.t . , #5 , Sents:cbe ·~ ?6 , 1923 . 
L,. See Ch:9ter VII , P• 334. 
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Al ti1ou.:;·h it could no t be r:onfirr::ed. defi n ite1_,_r by o :cal Fa'r.id.enee , 1 

i t appears th.a t the villa ce chi ef L~ti nc ies had fo1..u1d a card to _p l a.y 

:-.n order to reta i n t heir f armland 2.s well as t~:eir sac1:·ed lA..n d .. 

T 0 t :1e l and was clai med as t.32-.fi l~.nd , it coulci no t t }·en be toue:?icd 

was s a cred. 12.:~d or no t . 

~~ ld of a ' p3.gan ch.ief ' who , on be .in ;; ,,s '.ceci .i f 2.1 1 the sacred. l and 

,.,._•ous ed. , Ord con cJ.uded : 

Ei s description of t he i 1:s:Ject:L0Y: confir1necl pr eviot:.::; 
ex pf::~ri e-r·,.c0s , and t !":at tf1c ; _:2. __ ·.::::.n~.::: 1 .. ie~e c_1;. i ck t o t ake 

:~;~:I~: :~e::e f~~~:0~·;~;1! tL~f ::~r~i ~:~:;~rrrl~e~~~erve 

t •.-9 plateau pcor,J. es "befor e f\!.1 ins;)ec _;.· i o.·.1 w3.s c .!l:r.ri ~d out . 3 

I . OnJ.y t ::.e v _·.11ag-2s of ! >1:..:t-~.L ;_;.r_:; ~in Houl ~l ,~ ::_,~::-ee thc,t t ½i :, '..tC'.:J 
t he c a se . .J . S . S:r _'·~·c: f •.::lt th '::.t l a nd claims wer,~ r;, ,~t c1.G t :'":?. t 
were not tsc.f i . ?e:-so·,1 ~1-1 i tit e:_··vicu with (.T . :) • f)':yn ~~r_; , AD.~_us t 
30 , 1972 .~ t",e o+;:,rc t: ··12:id , .L'.; houl cl be poin t c,6 out; t h:0 t 
all l an:l. ci v en t'1e >c,.::·- coloniR.l •:>cono7ni c s i tuc.. tion \i:..i.s srtc~ced. 
B,r~d bs·lo:nged to t~ E: "":l :.:.t.8au ~-so~0leE.; . 



--=: .. r:<>n ~~- thems el v es t '.'7.-?,t t:7.ere was ro s2sred l e.nu for t h is ,,rou1.<l. i :~1;.;l ./ 

,0 :r.-e l i gion and the ' paga,ns ' ½ad. no rel i :r;-i~n . 1 Pl2iY:.ly Suffi l we,s 

~issio~arie~ f~l: ~ha t t he ·tradi tion~l re l i :~on wo11l rt suffer a @~jo~ 

The miners che..rged t hat this sucilen ' s olici tud.e for sorce r:.v ' 

of k nov.rledge of t:1e plateau by the r~e·,•: ,_ioli tice,,l off icers . ,.i1he 

L1 order to ques t ion why the ,,:;ov,:,rn;:ie:".t :1hould sunport tsafi 

1 \.r i tchcr.·2.ft '. I n a meeting wi.tt th e cha..rn1)2r l c:Ce in 192h , Governor 

? . C. Cl iff ord :rioj_nted out ' th ~~ t t~:e pr-inci:r,le of tsa:fi undoub tedly 

"ie,m t some t hing a.1<in to Tel i :;·ion to the old,:,r pa.';"n A.nd t hat his 

du ty was to pr otect t hese t s"-fi 2.:r,12.s w:1ich on due i nve3ti52tion 

fou YJ.d to wa.r:r2.n-t i t ' . 2 

1 . NCl-~ , 0-:-1 . c i t ., 1/93 L:.1.ws .~:.urnbo l c.l 2. :-.i Co . to .Secr2t::1r'J Lo c 2.J. 
- - Councils ., Jos , .Iu.11 (: 1;:. , 192~: .• 

2 . l\!CI-I Hinu tes of a r:ieetin~~· ·o~~ t\•t2en the Cha.rnb(~:".:' of Hines 2 .. !!d 
- - Gov ernor of J'Ti r;eri a , # )8 , J '. ovember 1 , 192.L!.• 
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'.:.: vious l y bein,?; used for f 2,rrdng· ,:,is ve ry diff ic·.1lt to ·:,rotect. 

;y 1928 , 1 , 039 square l'i.iles o f lani •,;ere claimed. for :nros ,Jecting 

t:.·o_d:i.t i onal shifting· cul t:i.va t i on of 1 2..:·,d. oy the J i.rom to that o f 

~:,2 land for Lne villn,.g·e 2,s a whol e t;:.~··, tr1J.2, .t .;..y brol.;:e do\•m unt.il , 

1927 , t he t enure of l :?nd ',:as , i L pr;,_cti.c:,e , :t.eld b;y the he2.d of t l:.e 

C:!.rEily for the use of h is .fa1:1 .i l y pl ()nc. . h ad the soJ.e right to 

] • -1- t · · 0 7 •. • +c; .-~,-_,,-. __ -... ·, -_-_-'-,, . 2 .? ,,.se i,, o mirnng· concerns ., " . , .,_ • Such an :i ncreas.ing 

'lOW'c:C of the traditional chi e f . 

La.nd was not t½e on l y :'..s sue t.112. t threa.tened t l:.e plateau paopl e s 

1 . l•JAI CSO 26/12601 , Vo l . VI , o -c, . cit . 

2 . Rhodes House , Ox.ford LS'.3 ., fr . s. 309 , ,,. 1.r . ; J . G. Dav:i.,~:; 
unde2.. .. took a fern s a r· .... ;y· i r1 19J~'2 - i..1J o f thi:: 3 i rom ··.;i th p::_"} .. t i (-~ulc::i~r 
attention to Gyel ·,x-:. ;;-;_,:::·e fi r:1ost ~fleeted. by t:.- '. e t in r:: :i.ne . 
Hy 01v11 i nvesti :"S~it ions Tound "t,'- ,,-,_ t t l"',e ·:-r::-oct2ss h0 ci.e sc::ibes 
di d not occur in ;? 7. ·!_ .._i-: lJ.~<'.s'F.:~s . Eo-.F~-v~·r , r,•::> ,·e i ~1v2s·t:f ?a ti()n 
of 1 (:,nd v.s2.[_:;e ffP.i.St :-- ~_, r:12.cie before any 0.0:r-i.ni.t c: stat e~~.en -t 
e a,::. be rna,de . 



1 . NAI CSO 2_6/09506 Arirn::.a.J ~)_rJ .... o···t f0r -~32.uchi f rovince, 1si?2 . 

L . NC!-l . .92-:._ci t ., ti)2 J u ly •j 1, 1920 . ::om.r:1uni c.:2. tion 1:1j_th t~-~2 
s pirits , is}~_okl_ , of t :~s .,..-' -:-:.·,Jsa. ::·e]_j_·:;;:i. on ~,.:as c~.-c:cied J1-..:t 
pa rtJ.2~1:~;:.r 1:1ith :::: 2.c .rj_fi. :,; i E.J. :p.~oc ,:; :;_-u c- es . I f the sp i r:=. -:s -:.ook 
posses0 i <Jn o:f bu_r,1.1,n :-J r. ::_·'t ffS , t.:--_~:2,2 hu:-s,0}·1s , Hould b e : r..: ll -::~l 

t:,e \~~::!~ (~~:~::: '. r~t·~:\ ~:r::;~ s;~ ~~,\~et~;;~:~~~- "c 
po1i tic2.l r·ole i n the ·:auS '--'. s~2.tes . ).s i Oe from the 
.£.okaye , t~!ere 2.re 0 O J,..;: -~e ~.:n1 wi tches W~!.O speci a l -;_? ~ i·:1 
c 2.ptu ::·i r: ; p2o r,le ' s ::Jot~J. '";. ?.!'"le t >.e y~.:..n bn:r i \/ : o 2.r e g~!-..r-::.:--2.ll~r 
soc:L ;:,_l outc?.sts sue :.-.. c_ :. f·,-rosti-l::utes or s l ave s . '1.1h-L~ ..:.. ._ 
JJr2sum2.bl:r t tie sect.i. o·-: t:12 c; ~:.i ,:-~ f ,,:ere com1; lc1-:· ::iin~t 2, jo;_j_--~ . 
?or r:ior-(-: on. :Bari Cl; l t :; se,::·: L~,st, ~~n~c:c,-=J./., "J ifote on :}-:e: 
.il..t t:i.tudes to -the Su::~ (? l"' __ :-1 t u-... ... 2~l :i.::: t b0 Sol-:otn .J i h acl. ," 
J I-IS:•.~ , I'I : 1 , De ceralJ 1 :) 6-~, ;J. l..;. ; Aj o.Jj. 2,r· j Cro ;,-ide'.:·, 
~ci t . , p . 196 .. ; /r, ·.--. ::i.:i 22.r~.i c:: r 1.-lorl-: s c~r- 'J.1:reE102.r ':::~ , 
A. J . r . r.:ihe13an o f t>r_~ ___ Jo:-ci , I. 0:1.don , 191.l_, . 
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7>>? village b :? i.ng cros s ed a nd recros2ed C)~, t ~cse 1.-1ho t ook a n :1w 

'"lir;ion or ,,_ n8H mode of productior, ; ~d '.'l n ,e,,; l ' .f e s t,vle yet did not 

~f f er from t he t hrea te~ted conse~ l2nc2 ~. 

Tr,.e period of mj_s s i on act -:vj_ty 1)'.'t tJ..- e J o s Fl ate ,3,u from 1920 to 

·, )JS was mark ed hy mi ssion , 1 ex-pansion . The 

r ~,t ions had been este.bli s h cd r,rev · ,::, •1:0J.y :u1d t h e nersonnel we r e in 

'J:-1,ce . Me tho d.olo .gy and infr2,strJ c t·J. r2 i".a d for the most _()8.,rt be en 

1 . J•;Iissions 2.nd GOvernme!'lt in. :r·,Jo~thr: :rn Niee.r i a 1.-.1e re stil J a t oCld s 
over prosyl e t i za. tion i r: -~. hs ~<o::; lern no r t h and t here was :-tl. \•1e,;}' s 
a f l u r ry o f c onc~rn in i·-~ l s si.on centrP- s ove:c t he a ttitude o f 
any i r1cor:1ing ,2;ov -2::.-nor . ·c..~0 \·F'V9r , :.1oli cy tol1a :-cds non- !··:us l. crM.-; 
is of i n terest h e r e, :nr' F·.e :re sul t 2.nt r c_,2.c ti ov1s , n0t t,·>-,_ ,c 

SI I'·I- Sli:: merger a t tc0::t s no ::- t 'e:,e S~"?:I' s t :1.1-~eov e r of t L::: C12~'...) 
woi-·k .. Se e I MC, J~ox f.> :' 1! ,.;·,..~11rch ~:Ii ss .ion~.ry Soci e t y , I :·-"::C 
3 ox f!2.7·1 Chur ch 1'1i s s i.on2rJ So c.~i.ety , I I·-~c =3ox #270 i'·:o ··ct her.·n 
Provin ce Gou nc i l , ll j_ •:i·1;: ·:"'.i 2_ .'.>.nd E.axwell , ::2.:.:... c i t . , 
pp . 137-213 . 
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-·i.:.-cided e 2.r1ier on 1 anO 2.l tl1ough not fixe d , it fo :tmed. a f luiC bE•.se 

):• in.;· slov.-ly :!·ooted i;1 f':ostile soil . 

:onstructe6. in villages whe:ce ten , ever1 five ye ;~,.:~·s _:Jrev i ously , a 

~, j_ssio1":a...ry had been forb i dden to go . ~-:es t i:.1:r-;o rt:=:.ntl;y , 1nu1g eY'!ous 

·:ven i ncreased Tes:0onsibili ty in t }1~ n.e\-: a1:ea.s . 

t~1e i nv2.sion force that clamouroll for ::. ts at ten t ion and i ntru -:.ecl 

on. h.i.s life st.~ l(; to get it . Just ;,s ~>1e r e \•:as little i nte:-est in 

tr e same a:!.)2.thy . The early years c f e stablishment he~d :_na.ss-7;d Out 

s till there ,,1a.s no ' take- off ' , c10 °;rea.t cl,~oves of peo ~o l e ' coni:l! , tc 

1 • The S1J11I haci adopted 2, s fJ t o.f 1 Indi['enous P.rir:.ciples ' :<:. 2.(;in L 
n:o::ce s-t~cef:;s on "Ni ;. __ _. t:~ricr:: r23pc ~:s 2 to -=:h:~istia.nit;r : ·:- t '.-:.2 "!:' 
than errr:-'ll oying non- ·r,7_ "~ tec:.u 2.;·~::--1ts . i?erscral cor:re :-.; ·:-- .::-:-: J0;:-: ce 
wi t}l ":~a~2old. Potter , 1 ~_; 1F3__.:'72 . r.:::,--,2 Co:'1.feri:: nc e of :~ i. .-;:3 ;_o:1s ~-t 
i•'Ii ,:ir1 {~:o i n 1929 , 1_1rJ. i ~1:- t 1-;:::t o .f ·1 922 , co:_- ~:; i. d,;::~eJ ;y·· c::::·.--; 
on t '.'1e ap9roac f1. t a t·, ,,~ 1 :sl i 7i 2.·1d tne Pe.(?,':\Il _;:•o:.."' ti"c J '.J Y'">J;:; ,2 

of C: GY'.!Ve~sion . 
Jos . 
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-; : e r~ s t i!1 t:!.e new materi a l asp ects of -:h e i nv2.s ion why i ndeed s~1.culd 

,:.: exhi bit 0.ny inte~ces t in t h e i r s:;;:iirj_ ~u~?,l r evel e.t ion .:::; . 1'he v ill a e;e 

·3e f o:re 1930 , t h e i nt2r. ::;iv(-: 0f forts t o c onvert t½e v-i l l2.ge cb.iefs 

1-:i.butt , as i n m8ny v:illa::3,'e s , t he ch i e f ,.,, ·~s JU 3"G fr i e n.d. to the 

·i .. s s io~2.r :v'" , e·i vinc him a p l e_ce to st 2.y 1Ju t nev e r d.i.rectly i nvolv in..3 

:1_i_ ,~:self with t he rn i s~> ion act i viti es .. Sc:r~e , -s-s i n 1m 3 becarne Chri s t i ans 

Gr i mley a.nd Robi nso n , £:.:.! __ ~ii., TJ . 80 . 

!lJ.l'. Ra Ru ng , 19/1/73, I , n. 70, 
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o f t !'l.e trac.li tional chief . 

. ci tu2.l gro"t.1:r, of cl ans that z~overnei the vil lage and h is res:;,o ~~s i bi li ty 

1:hristi.an was but an extens i on o.f t~-:r:;• se relc.tions . i.•.P.nen , ho·.v0v .~~ , 

r: o :ite members of ZaJnfara ' s c 1 D.:. 

·.r .illag e showe d no interest r_tihe only conversion i :: t::is 

:Jerioci of one who could ·oe co Y1 siae:-2d a t:radi t i o r!al ch i ef we.s t :l~]. t 

,'.) :° Gwom Chai Hang of the Ganavruri . ~-I i s , howeVf:J r , ,.,1a,s a. conversio~ 

·~.cbi ev e d i n abnoJ:-mal circu:ns T~,n c:c: s . 

In 1928 , the British a 6.:c i 0: ·.st:rc1.tion in Jos cdvised the C~,~~.m,n:r i 

to leave their hill top home cf :)2.carane to avoi d t he outbreal: of 

s leepi n g s ickness which had :p:L c,.:yed t heir c l an s t he year befor-e . 

1. JPPEadaki Zamfara , '22..':m ;:;l?n , l ianco , 26/1.J/'73 , IV , p . 51 . 

? • J PP E ia!1go , 24/4/7 J , IV , ,, . '. ,.8 . ; J PP Ocl,n; Ch i.r1,;;',? , Kw2J. l , 
--2J/ii/73, IV, ~, . 21. ~,.:'om '" r2.r'.do;,; sample of' 25 men I toe,'., 

i n Hiango only fo ur h'O l.:.ld cl::.~i r!~ to l) e Christian;3 ar~d t ::es =:: 
were i n their earl y t'.~;i ·:cties . ·LTJ. is , des·oi te the f ::-:c-t t~;:_t 
t here i s a conce~trati i):!. of :;:r: miss ion;:1.r .i.es .:::,t thP 
s 2..natoriu!n ar1d prin~ __ r.;:.,r s::~·'.".00l clo ze to t l1e old. towr~ . 

ii 
I 

! 
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~~uch o f h i s 2.uthori t y 2.-c/ i i t v.1 a,s he Hho led most of t':1 8 c1. ans to t1• r;. 

;·\. :1.ins south of the:Lr rocky !1abit2.t i n 1929 .. 1 :3no :r:·tl,Y ,g,.f ter t his 

,>:A re mai nder of t h e viJ.lB.f;e :101-, r:ovecl doi,tn t o j o :Ln h ir1 . Sorne of 

+-' t l:. e provin cia1 a.clni n i st ·2,tion forb a de Anyone ~o 80 i n t o t he hills 

•. "H? to t he s e·reri ty of t~1e sJ eepi ng s :L c:c1.es s . ? A. crisis o f author ity 

2 . Due to t he comI) l 2.ir: ts ·c_y L~:--~ ~:;\;i., t!"":e he r-t{~ of tra.f i'Ci Jn<:~.l. 
r eJi f{i on , to t h e D. O. ~-1-::- . .S ~fr1.::-;e, .. ,-:·10 ar c i v e d. in 1;!31 , 

B~=,~0'~-~/, \:JD.~1 ~I~r.;:~ ~;~/~'.)~~, ti;, h~ '.· 1.;76. 
3. In t he J>Tative Court C?.,s:=:s of .Jos ')i ·vi sion under the Y:e c1.di n ' •~ 

' Rcsis t 2.r~ce to -~u tho 1:·i ty· t , :~-2:.:·'::,\-r1r i f'.~1.J. th:r- ee of 10 3 c .:--.s e s 
in 1930 37 o r 73 i n F ·:31 . 1'hi.s fi 2';ure de c:l:h •2s re.:µ i d l,y to 
one j_n 1?i.;. i n 1932 . :;-;;e r ,:.-~ ,.~Sr) 26 / 2 .. /12 60 1 ·v-01_ . 7IIT, Ii: , 
X, XI 'l.·.ih.ich are t h(-=: ;\:r1~!ueI.-._i1ero.I' ts for Pl -i.teau P1:~ovi1:cc ! 

1930 t o 1931 r c3~2c t i,,2J_y . 
,J? P Gy an-3· Ki t , J r1.] 21!./8/7 :3 , ·r-.r , ~- 2?0 . 'i1his e.lludt~~,: to t he 
--fe.ct t .~·::-~. t t h o reli r_;:Lo~;_::: si .2u? s n.f the people c;,rc i n Y~--:.e mountain 

ac.d 2.re no t to be r 2 ~-u~:"rsd. to . CDe,i Cane ' s ~1utl:ori ty 2.s C>.-,rom 
was no-~ ~3ecu:re , t:"'_e·c:_:: nJ -~ b0j_n ~~ e. tTc.:.CJ. i tion 1) f a c hie f of <tJ.1 
Ga2~awuri , so ~e ES1f1 ~; o r:·o o f hi s ~3u:D:?OTto:rs , p~~rhs.r,s , ' c:onv i:: r t ed 1 

to e:.1su:re t he b::lcX .i n·· o ·~ t ':1e )ro i.1 inci 2.l aJ.mi n istra t ion . 



oxe:r:tcd i n other 2.:,:·eas . I n -' 2,f2 ... n , the el,le:-:-s 

,)_::.·c~ subtle r)x·es sure of soc i aJ i ·-~! tera.ct:Lon . ~:he most irnport2.::it 

· ···:eraction in a.:ny village was ~ar ~r i a.5e anCJ. here t h e converts \~re:re 

e f irs t Bi ror:i. woman be car::e C!1::·.istian in the J. 2..t e ·1920s be fo:-:e }:e 

new Ch:cist i 2n to nave -to t '.1e chief ' s 

, • .JPP Gyang Kit , J al 2L+/8 /;'3 IV , 9 . 2!+9 • Also see %a.9te::- V j p. 258. 
JPP 'l'orrn Tok 3/9/73 , '!, ,;_;:, , 26- ?7 . Se e 2.lso '''.AI ~;s0 26/?/1"'6~11, 

ou . cit ., Vol . VIII . 

3. ,J:P_E Da Dusu G-yang , 30/8/73 , V, "" · Ji.+ . 
\ . JPP JoS G!Jh Eankwon , ZC1-\-12Jl 1.~)/8/73 , II , p . ~O l.; .• 
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I f he became a preacher, he was usually sent out to another village, 

where he was identified with the mission OP.ly. There he avoided any 

village pressure that might have occurred in his own village. 

The missions, for their part, relied on a dual purpose presentation 

of preaching and medical work, t.lle latter being a powerful attraction 

in many areas. Dispensaries were set up a..-1.d basic first aid was 

administered with a short przyer before and after. The S.U.M. 

hospital in Vwar,g, despite early resistance by Turu and Ful, finally 

came into operation unde r Dr. Barnden in 1923, and cy 1929, 4,296 

patients were being treated, with some coming from as far awa:y as 
1 Fobur and Ropp. 

Schools, ar.ot.½er common apperdage of the missions, were being 

established in the major centres of Vwang , Du and Forum. T'ne se 

were religious schools under no government supervision or curriculum, 
2 an:l cannot be s a id to have met with much response. However, change 

was in the wind as the Native Aufuority, by the mid-1930s in Jos 

Division, was setting up elementary schools separate from, but in most 

cases due to, missionary influer£e. 

Missionary efforts had been made previously, and in the early 

1920s the Toro Training Centre in P.eligious Studies was established 

1. See below, p. 306, Table I and Fig. 2 in back cover pocket. 

2. In Forum, the oldest sta tion, there were fifteen pupils on t he 
roll in 1921 and 35 in 1929. In Vom t he firs t year, 1924, 
saw eleveri.t pupils, which went up to 24- in 1929. See 
The Lightbearer, Vol. 17-25. Seep. 306, Table I. 
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11 8 25 J ,218 1,385 
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1c29 25 35 

* i ncludes all out3t2~io~s 

_192_1± 1925 192.1 1928 _1929 

' ' t - pa tien t s 1670 1J84 1936 20 17 .3616 

I 1- 92.tients 107 31i 16? 193 182 J :: 

76 2 ~) 31 30 J2 

17~h 407 112 

1 1 38 ;, ,, ') 
~) ,.) 15:5 

18.53 3962 2'.139 i,.2 9,s 
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under joint S.I.M.-S.U.M. auspiceso1 By 1929, it h a d become an 

Elementary Training Centre for 'Pagans', run by the provincial 

government. Its first graduates in 1933 helped set up schools in 

He ipang, Rim ar.d Gyel sponsored by the Native Authority now operative 

at a local level.2 From among the first literates came the caroidates 

for a :oow governing system which would replace, to some extent, 

despite British efforts to the contrary, the more tradi tional 

governments on the plateau. 

It is dii'ficul t t.o say whether the perseverance of the first 

missionaries and indigenous lay pre achers like Da Dusu, Toma Tok a rid 

David Lot, was the fundamental f actor in t li-':l increased interest in the 

new faith, or whether it was the locusts of 1930, as described below, 3 

t hat brought a new social and economic situa tion an:l a greater 'harvest' 

of Christians. Nevertheless, the 1930s s aw converts in Hoss, Buji, and 

at the same time some An.3o"1.lta and J arawa were being baptized. Meanvrhile, 

Mang and Sop had asked for te achers. Perhaps the corner had been 

turned, as t re sta tistics claim. Nevert heless, the numbers were still 

small in Rukuba, 4 in Birom the majori "t'J were little interested, and the 

recently arrived Seventh Day Adventists in Amo were experiencing a new 

1. Mirrutes of Confere nce of Missions in Northern Provinces, Ni geria , 
Jos, March 18-23, 1922 . 

2 . Clarke, A. Fielding, "An ExperimentaJ. School in Nigeria" , Journal 
of the Royal African Society, 34(154) J anuary 1940, p. l }O. 
Rwang P am, l ater to become Gwom of the Birom and Chief of J os, 
was among these graduates. 

3. Grimley and Robinson, on . cit., See r apid increases in church 
membership shown by graphs on pages 93, 99, 205 a nd 229 . 

4. Islam and Hau.sa by 1935 had not had mu ch i mpac t e ithe r. 
See NAK Josprof lf.4-6 Vol. I, Administration of Rukuba Tribe 
by E:-1f. Counsell. 
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type of resis ta.nee with the introduction of Bori cults from the 

ne i ghbouring Haus a villages. This phenomenon was osteri.sibly to 

consolidate the political pol';er of the newly-appointed village chief •1 

Politics was all part of t he greater whole of the village structure , 

and t.½is included the traditional religion, which the missionaries 

had come and told them to stop following. 2 

The missions, as can be seen from the above, had a diverse 

influence on the plateau. In purely religious terms, there was a 

limited number of converts to the new faith. The traditional. religion 

in the village was still strong, as e'lidenced by the persecution of 

Christians in some areas in the 1930s . Traditional religion had been 

preserved, alt.½.ough its role in the new village government was not 

altogether clear. With cust.oms such as trial by ordeal and witch 

finding being abolished, a!'.d rrore secular duties such as tax collection 

and recruiting of labour, the traditional religion found itself' in a 

quandary . It had to adapt or die. Increasingly, the vill3gers felt 

t!lat the ne·H chfofs should be educated, and this meant either that he 

be a Christian or a Christiaz1-trained leader who had gone to mission 

schools and was trained to spea.1< Hausa. The re-organisation reports 

p rovided the last real opportunit,J for the British arrl the phteau 

elders to re-establish the pre-colonial order. Neither could really 

accomplish this. Even if it were possible, the British did not have 

1. NAK Josprof 1~07 Vol. I, Re -organisation of lilllo , Buji, J ere District, 
Jos Division 407/85 Resident, PlatBau Province to SNP October 4, 
1936. 

2 . JPP Amo village, 23/9/73, N, p. 304. 
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the necessary knowledge. On the other h.,md, the elders wanted a 

political system designed for 1935, not one for 1902. This meant 

for the younger generation a new religion as well - either 

Christianity or Islam. Traditional religion was not acceptable to 

either the white or the black alien. 

Up to 1935, then, the missionaries' perfori:iance on the Jos Plateau 

was weak, a.espite their numbers. Converts were oot plentiful and 

African lay preachers were still being imported from Southern Nigeria. 

Education was just beginning to have some effect, an effect that 

would be far-re aching in the years to come. For, despite thirty years 

on the plateau, no secondary schools for the plateau indigenes had been 

built. Medical facilities were the one major plus in the missions' 

performance. A hospital and a number of clinics had been est:ililished. 

The firm resistance of the Plateau peoples to the new religion was 

strengthened by their indigenous faith, "t,'ie practice of which kept 

them apart from the aliens and played a major role in maintair>ir>.g the 

village s true -Lure against the powerful alien politic al and economic 

forces. 



?o:r the first aece.ce 

r: ;, tie alien :inf~ u,snces . 

\I . La,1;1s . His effo.rts o.t tin ez t :-2.ction had li ttle effec t 0::-: t:· .. e 

1. UAI CSO 26/6 2J7Li./·190S 
licences t o mines on 

r --:_:o~) :=?.DJ'" 1 s fi..-ry:, ] :i.c a .. t:.011 fo..:'::' 
.q;:>,?, --,~-J.~a ar!d Jos 1.)i r:·tricts . AJ.::;c> se? 



m'!~lilJijljllll ___________________________________ ...,....,.~ ?':?TiPMtEZWX:Wffl 

3 11 

ri 1 tchi lY~ovinci AJ. c overnrnent thn .. t t !'l:?;y· c ot.lJd ;10-t. con tinue to mi ne i n 

~he :•laraguta Tin Ni nes Comp2..c':.,Y ~,.;q s o:_o::;::- .s t i ;i:; a t full production And 

>·,e newly arrived horde o f cor:m.'oni es soon stri u ped. Lorui - n- Delna of 

~~"i t .indu. stry n o\·J r emained to it. 

The coloniaJ. g"'.JV8:rnner. ~. fe l_t oJli -3·,~1'1. t o ~.irol ong this sole i nd i ,?;enous 

1 . Hc:.:t.a(';i.J.ta r~1in Hi nes Pi -r-·~~t 1i1_:_1~ o±.' Letters , 9_;.?_~_c:i.t., Lat,-;s t o 
Sc,;,rborou.-:'.h , f·'iay 1 _S , 1 '/)6 

~ . J.'he l>~r2-gu.ta. 'rin I•Iines , ~~-1rt hArn ~-.Ti _r::·eTi;:-., ·O·ffi::ial Diar::-r 1 

Sep t e;0.h er 2 , ·1908 . 

J . Ibid ., !lay 16, 1910 . 
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..., 
-~ ·--1e l ted <~:·Hi so l '.: to t r:e co :n~J -::_~- -·. J rr~ i s 2.:--:;:-.~-? e;n-?n t. , 'ho\-:ev 0r, o::: l ~, .. 

c:: 
: ·Ln \-tOTki.n ;x v: J lP.,[;'2 based .i t s J j_ 1.-r Pl i '-'.c o :l o·'l .f'.::.r r:1ing • ./ The C;') ;"_ t ::>) l 

t in mf ners . 

'.l'he An:m al J.e 11orts of th -? f .t r s-t t\:0J.ve yea-rs of Bri t i sl:. 

no licy to,.,rards indi genous mi n~r2.l e 2,:~) lo i t a tion in generc .. l mi r:)1t Oe . 

·roHev er, Luga r d i n his fi r st Politic a.l ~-li~moranda h ad s e t out t r~--~.t : 

minerals c an only be di sc:ove:::sd and ex11loi ted by 
t he s ci enc e and c 2.J)i t -:1 cf :S'u :.:-oysa11s , 2r1d to them 
the Gov2rn!nent c:, n pro~.r i cle a t o~ce more s e curity 
an d oor e cont.:rol tl: ::-.n 'r. 2.ti v::: ch i ef;-3 E~n d can aJ.l o ce.i>?. ,,.. 
the royo,l ties for tl!.e ::ood of t he country a s a whol r.; . 0 

1. Hastinr; s , A. G. G. , 1~ri ~1ston ~: ' , Fl.'10-i:re Revi ew, Ji.9, .Jan1J:=i.::--:/ - LT1n: e 
·1929 , :;i . L1-00 . 

2 . See Apuendi x II for an e::-::p l ,cnat i. o!"l of " t:ributo r s " , PP• lf38-i.il;.2 • 

.3 . NAK .Jos!J:':'Of 31/1 9 15 , o ,, . cit . 

L~. 1-~·1il( Jos ~11rof 31/191 5, £:.1~· 
5. Hastings , 0 1J . ci.t., n . !100 . 
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The function of the Government, then, was to assist t.1-ie European 

entrepreneurs and •protect the native occupier of t he l end from injury 

resulting from mining operations,' 1 bu t not to allow indigenous mineral 

exploitation, which deprived the indigene of his means of livelihood. 

The 'good of the country' was really the further entrenchment of 

colonial dominance. Even those metals that were of no vtlue to the 

Europeans, such a s '.l.'osali (G-tlena), we re placed under stricture. 

was used as a skin cosmetic as well as to give a. high gloss to 

indigo dyed gowns. In his corresponde nce with t he govern.-nent inspector 

of mines, the acting resident of Central (Bauchi) province requested. 

t.1-iat the indigenes be allowe d to work the metal, as 'it seems a pity 

to lock up minerals simply because Europeans do not find it worth 

their while to take them up.' 2 Langslow-Cock r epl ied that he vras 

against the is sue of giving titles to mining to indigere s as it would 

be 'too difficult to supervise. 13 Restrictions such as 'proper' 

supervision, mining leases, water rights, etc., were all part of the 

paraphernalia of tre mining administration that excluded the indigenous 

miner completely for over four decades. 

A factor of great import from the onset of European mining was 

that of the labourer. The success of the indigenous tin opera tions 

a t Lerui-n-Delma in the early years precluded obtaining specialised 

labour from there; so it had to b e sought elsewhere. The immediate 

reservoir was the plateau. 

1. Lugard, 91?• cit., 1965, p. 350. 

2. Josprof 115/1910. Tosali l,,ines 2520/1910 Resident, Central 
Province to G.I.M. October 22, 1910. 

3. ~. 781/10 G.I.M. to Resident November 1, 1910. 
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') 
:-.l., t9 Dl 2-tC?··~--. - ·:'--; ,:; :::-c-"' r er.c;.1s ::; io:1s t .1-·_:.t t>. i:.; 1'::id r:~1 t,.10 mi s2:;_,.., .,~=.::··.'" 

1 . .Na.ragut.a 'I1i n I'-lin es }?i 1:-st ·:-,~J.c • •• o:i . ci t ., L.'1 1-.1 s to :-3ec::•,::> i;2:.:.:~• 
J e.nu2.ry 1906 . 

2 . Ibid ., L2.ws to Sca.:rabor:-c~1 ~1\?b :cu a,r y 20 1 1906 . .)2e Anne :--! rliz ;~LI 
for r2surne nf t i n ·1 ·:? ".~"-" ?.nd l icrmces , PP• 438-442. 

J . :::a r a c·uta Ti n l•:ines ?i_ ·:'s ·\; ~:.10 .. . G '' • cit . , ·~::-·chJo l d to 
Secret-~r:·~~)' , Deceob -:-r i I S,0 6 . 

;, . J PP I - IV ' Oi?.SSiEl . 

G. Il iid . , ;)_rc •1,Jold to Scrc~e t 2ry , July 3 , 1907 . 

Yt::t:::Mi 
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\,.:~ s not in the Oes t i nterest of the tin .fields ; >10·,..:,.:ver i t would 

;_ V 3 t o suffice until a mo re :nerrn2n e n t arrangeme~~t could 1Jc X-88..C~ned . 

·~t \•tas this 1 2.bour obt2in,:::d .from tte di strict t i:.1 t \'.'G. S to fade 

:::w8-y by 1910 . ~h i s 1 2.ck o.f incli ge nous laOour was primar-i.ly ·because 

'},. t~:e c onpeti t ion f rom o f f t !1e :)lateau but 2 .. l s o 1·,ecause of two 

Wi t h the nume:-01.1s nuni tive n2.trol s !'o~:1nir1 ·~ 'the p l 2:teau , t he 

o lon;-e!' coul i ca ,.: t i ve s b2 t aken i n 1-!a.r :;__:--td t r ajed with neighbouring 

: !''.'.')ort 2n t o.f these , s -?J.-t , he_d to be f ot~_nd it:. o -: h er ways. Laws , 

I • ' 1 ',_ .:·.rom the b eginning usually paid his ~.-.-2.~:e s i .n KJ. na ~ i.:nus dra".-t.in:_~ a 

:·j -ry season bet\-.~een Oc to ber a ~:c: I,·ie.}r . ·::01.•l~:ve r, by 1908, tr2-de :p-e.tt c·:rns 

i,.;e :.r~e returning to norma.12 and t fte nE?CP-s s:~ t y for mine work purely foT 

\-li th t!-"le incI"ease i n c:omom1.i es i n 1'.;ti 0 , c2~sh l~:~bour f or the 

L.Ln mines was in gTea ter ci.et!la:1d e.:n2. 1:~e flood of l a.bour .from o ff" the 

•'1.ym(:nt j.n kind were not i nte _'.:·csted i n cc.=i.sh . 1• .. li cn markets , rno stl:r 

1 . Ib i d ., _;,12_ss j_ rn. , J PP :;)-ci : 1/3/73 , II , . 151. 

~ . JPP rraft-1.:.1. , 5/9/73, I II , :• . 1SS. 
3 . JPP IfalJ. a.rn Dand2.cle. , Jo ~ , ·11 /9/7 3 , V, 11 . h2 . S,,e Ch2.pte r V'II , p. 336. 
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,.~_ ccessi ties he des i red j_ n exc:ha,nge for some o.i.' his food c·;.-o!) :; . 

Th9se mi gr:::Lnts also heJ -oed -to mi ti5ate th e second f ·3ct.,)::::- -t ha.t 

~1 ~,d taken tI::e i ncli gene to the tin f ields 

It is 

f'c.voured polit i cal position on t he pl 2.te2: ; 2s welJ. as his o>rn 

>•tims,t e k nowl e dge of t he area. to :t.orc:0 ·t:--:e ~late;:i:J -µeo ple t0 ;,;o:-k 

0::-:. t h e mine fiel ds . 

_.,_ r:_ 1906 , t he resi dent of 13r~.uc ti JJ~·ovit:-:: e ~ 0 .. Fow8,rd , addressed -c~1e 

L3.ws ' e,ss i s-tan t , 

Al t houe;h th.i.s i s pe ·fec-::.1~·-~ -c r -~ 1e it has no t cl.one us 
a.ny rrood., a.r1d m8J1y of o u.r :.: ~::·.u.1 0.;- t in uorkr:.-·rrs h B..vc 
been 2.lJS l-!:'l t fo~c t h 0 '.,·'.:.-)lo r~1or:t h_ . j 

1. J :?P Ar1cluL0,-1oho :1 cli:rn , ,,,, v1.: t2 12/6/7.3 , III , u . 13. 
2 . J PI_: V,12.r'.(S , 27 / 8/73 , III , :1 . 78 . 
3. Annual Reports, Q}2 . .:... ... ..0J_t • o . },76 , 1901~, 1) . 2:)3 . 
q. . i,Tara;I~u t a Ti n h ines lir~:; ·:, ]? .1e .•. o; . ci'L ., ;\::cc;1-:_bo l c1 ~o 

Secre ~: ary o.f th c L! i .;,~::- C8 . , 2)2 c2~n-Jsr J, 1906 . 
) . Ibi d . 
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~2..., i t.ish l abou.r policy arid a re l iaC,12 sou rce of 1 af.Jo;xr from o .:f>f the 

two decades . 

words; 

You ere of course a \·.ra-re t::i.e:.::-e :is :.1 0 .i'o.rced 1~_001..1.r 

for you . r_rhe Pag<l.I:s i .!·1 t":--12 ?1.,:'.~u::.u .Dis·~~r:-i.ct h a v e 
to provide t hemseJ.ves wit. :--- .'c-_ ·;•:,_~·'i:~).:ix ;:i;:!,T;.n t o f money 
to r 2.y t ~:;ir t ax- ;~r:r:1 t :.-"~e L.s.:~:.st,?v:t ~~~::s i d.c·'lt e,t 
J3ukur11 1.1:Ll.1 use his .:~nfl n-;:_;;·i~e to : ,,,:-;\;;:;.e -;~ 1 1--=:m t o 
obt2.i n _; t i n the 1·"" ,..,oc, " ,·~•·' l·· r.v2.:,ls.:, l ,:, to t1--,em , 
by !.abo;_~_:c a t t~18 ~~i~ej:;·-- ~~;;::.'.;_-~yort .1 

t o Jerr:e! a 

1 . Ibicl , , if895/ 1907 , Go•.:'::c·,; i; '.l Archbol,i , .~ul y 2: , 1;107 . 

2 . Ibi d . 

' 
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.--1 t is .f.v- rn i ~ i nc n 9e ds . 

, !"' i 2f loo.k at tDe ?,.c ·tivi t ies ':J : th.2 tin com;)ani es i s n e c es s2..:r:1 • 

. ,, .. 1 investmen f, in 2~ :!'isky ventu~e like ti :-1 exnlo i t at ion on t:~•= tTos 

~1e.tea.u e;-i v en the transpo:ct -~vid 1 3.bou r n i ff i cul ties . He 2...nwhi l e t:Ln 

. 2 1301, to 772 . 8 t ons ir1 19 10 . 

By 1909 , tin r,ri ces we:ce b'::' t;irL---i i n:; to r: i se once more a nr2. b;/ t he 

:·. i. rr:e i t ha.cl reache d a n e w p r-:.,aJ: i 11 19 1?. c.f ;l;:2OO :per to n , t here •1,:ere 

·.:event:r tin corn:9 2.nies on t he Jos Pl R:te.:~.u 1.-.ri th an e 3timated c :::·:-- ~+ .... 1 of 

'our m·i·11i·on PA' "nd~ . 3 'L'' l · "h 1 1 • 0 ' L · ~· -...,u.;. .-:.- ·ne s. w .1; i n G. e f3'0. u mine s 0 1 'Jnana. r,2.c. r.1e2:..:1": 

·, r e-inv estment of capi tal cmd :,;rt hern ll i geria. seemed to pr o::iise 

,;(,9 bes t o:pportuni ty . ~Ph e Lon0o,...·· mone:r rn,'3.r-ket had a r,J.e t ho::-:, o:' 

·:;, n i t" l4 a11d , in l ate 1909 , s ~i,~?r:".eade <l by the Char10ioy1 Gol d C:-2e f s 

1 . In 1910 , l'·'Ial aya e):po:::te:u L:3 ,000 t ons of tin o:ce . See J::,::-.es , 
on . cit ., p . 50, 

2 . FAK SI-!P 7/1323/1 9 11 i•:"n2:; .h:;,2..r·tD,n t Annu a1 ·:,2-o ~t , 19 1'1 . 

3. EcPh 1~ e , .All c:i:i , The ~~ r.:o!",C !'. '. i:; ?evo l u t i on in }t_r_~i t i sh 1,../es t _~_:' :r: : c ::i. , 
1926 , ~o. 56 . 

q . J_pid ., p . 57. 



n 
I 
I 
i 
! 

j cdea.u . 1 

? 
-'~·8d -b e e.nt i ci~y- ~ed . - Thus 1 2:'Jo·!J,::-2 :--:-- s '.,: _.-~::re :"'1i 5:.:·?.t i:"l:_~ from ZP3:'L':\. , 

v :L:duall y a l1 

,... :: j_ng f rom outsi,ie the nlate2.1..t . 

J , .hour for the t i n mines . "J1 ax conti nued to ~;2 2- most us e f u l we 2.pon 



r:ons istent Hi th the gov ernor ' s :;,ol i cy :reitor2. t cci. j_ n 12. t e 19 13 

1. Hi ,c::,-e -ri ;xn C0 amb e:r o f ~-i y:~~s , Hi nute s f o::- r·1.0,.: t:i ~1 ~. ~:f.39 for lJ:. : ---:=~ 
22 , 19 18 . 

2 . Ibid ., #.,o, Noven'.b .E · J , 1:, 1,'l . 

3 .. J?RO CJ ~)86 /76 Ccn-t:r1,l :3e -~::.-et2~~:r ( L~<')Js ) t n C·<L' , itc s i d 7n·t , 
Bc~ucr..i ?rovin'>?, C>cr:::, :·:: Y?T 3: , 1918 . 



if t he t ax 

: r terpre t ed. t !-ie ccil l ect i on of tax i n "- simil·,r F2s'·.i on for he note d. 

r' 
·-.1 ·~:-,.J. t h n.re avail abl e . ' :> T·hc wor d ' r.1e 2..~s ' here s'::.cu1.d. be Jntcr pr e t ed 

1. PR(?_ CO 657 / L, 
l1rovi~ces 

Reno=-c't on t he 
y8sn: 191d . 

? • T~::c wo.s alJ. i r:r:·)ort,:r:1t to an i ncomin-~s po l i ti.c ~.i.J oi'::'ic e r . 
C. G. fa...iJ1es note s that it was 2~lwe.ys stTGssed ::i.nd Has q_ui. t e 
i m~)oTtar. t as i t ·qlayed a pa.rt in t he o.f"'i c (:::-·s advancer:ient . 
Pe:1.'.:~ 0n r:1,l I nt8rvi e\-I ~1 ~.th ~: . Go ~-n° 0 • ~-. l .!.'_, - !_')·. ?·S , 1S172 . 

-~ . tf1\K SJE) 10/7, 2151.:./ 191s; , ' L2.bour f or Ei n ,2:.; 1 

J b.i_d . Al s o see Ch c.-r; t~=;:r V fo.r _:3ri ti f; h Colo:"l i ~~ g0verl!.mer!t 
a t titudes to PP• 231 -239 • 

Ibid . 



') P3.0 :;0 GrJ7 /6 Armuill Rc-
- - .f,Jr t ::e, yc~-1.:c 1920 . : 
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Laboui: , which tl-:e 1:~~:.riers 

'Ye ·c_·_1~~ .,ines ::.;21).g,r t :.:-:i?Yl t, ?i .- ~rir, 
r;o /7 .Annu,..:. ·~- ·~o>o::.>t fo ~:- "Ch0 

; , 
! 
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c i 1.r :.~-~ sin::· e .f£',2~.:t e,:-:-1on :~s t t::!? 
w·---io :i:.:..' 1"? s ~:-:2~in g Fork by stoTt 

i;o me e t t he dem :1.nds f or che~3.p l ~1bou::- . 

se t t l ement ' s 

:By t he riliddle :years of the 1920s t~~-,s ti:i lr. dvstr;r was a ;:~;;~,i:1 on 

NAI ,~SO 26/1 260 1 Vol. VI 
- --NAI CSO 26/1260 1 1!01 . 

192G . 

An:.--:ua ~ He ;,o_ct fe c ."2l a tee,u ? ·::o·:i ::iCf~, 1 ~:2s . 
VII _t:_t!ni1al .::=-~e r,o::·t fn r Pl 3,t,~ ::=r:.1_ =~·:--0-..-ir c 0 , 

2 . HAI CSO 26/12537 , 1.ro1 . III An:cu d ::lenort :'o:r :BPJJ , h i T'::·ov i :--,:;e 1925 . 
J . ~-:AI C'.:30 26/3/22686 ;_~;.,;Ps s:":JPt ' -:: S)cs:rt on Jos 'livi.s i on , 1:)20 . 



n tf'1e first l nbo ur surv e;/ d.::~ ,•: i r. t 9 .30 , a ;:1ixe d be.~· c f vcl.2' ious 

:>usa. number e d 6, L,98 , Beri beri 1, 906 ?s,d Ba.gi. -'.T,:i. 1, 6"(7 wi t h :i. s sa11e r 



of 

< 
- 2~·'.Y' -:o ':-.2.v r? bee L ,just be~·o:::---:.: t::,-:;. ·~op ·c-es::; i on . _,. ·.t1!: i.s , 

~1 cc1_1.r in t':le 1930s . 

1.. I n 1923 , t.he:re \·:as i n use 7 pjJo u r - :-; •-- -ii i:-1 ,".i' 1·1.s. :.:hi.ne;.·y re:pre2 -~~:_ ·tin::z-
a total of 3 , 600 ~~o·:'s -~- ~o·.-::::: :·· 1·h2.-::--:1, "h_y 11) 2G, :.:;hortl y ~?. :-:' t<::!' 

2 . 

.J . 

t he comrlet.i.on o f -~-~-n 2~1.s +'.-: ·::- ...... Y\?~-l-.ia.y, h80 re2.chC!d 1?, ')1.J8 h n . 
See res -p ec-ti vc1y _? :-:(~ ~·:c~ 6>( /:;i ;_~;_-::12.J. ~q c:1ort of t,,,1e L_: __ .,..._.-:; :::; 
T)2~:~art:'.!2:"rt , :Ti ::·s- -;--i:? r .~,-::_· t> ~ :,·e-'11:' 192 3, 2~1,:l _ITQ (X) 657 _/?.? 
Annu3.l .de ·:~ort of ~-.'.-,c, ~~__;_ ·,1e s ·'.Je:1 ,?_:,..-s:·.: ·.;::·1t , F .i. 2·0 ric1, , for. -~~-- 2 
y ea.r 1 S0 28 . 

1LtK Josrirof S/1931. 
-·----ra t'r1~:r hesi t::.r.tly 

1'.1 '.·: ,:: sn:r ... .re.;r <) -~ the m.in9 ;;-; l ~.:Jou:::- i c: P' :~~i :·ic d 
~; ~e ~(·om ( B::.:.>or1 ) • 

J PP GHori Dun 5 1.'/2.n;.~·, Du ~)/5/73, II , p . •i60 . ; .JPP fa"D :.:o.~-~. , 
----G:7el , 16/8/73 , II, " · 2·r2 . :·b te t ':'.at :)ot::-:5:;· a:-d ,':yf:1 ? l'e 

i n t te centre of t··::: t:Ln Di ,,..1j_ n ·- ?.re 1. 2:-1.cJ •"l U ;_ ·:;e clos-~ to 
Bu~curu . • 

0G-F 
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Those young men needed for VIOdcing the l and went away to the camps 

and acquired some wealth. ','/hen they returred, they f'launted such 

things as they 'i.ere able to acquire for their labour in the mines. 

The objects tr.ey were able to pay for would take an elder a life t ime 
1 to possess. Thus, stan:lards of e.cquisition, measured by time, as 

we ll as standard.a of' wealth, measured in material possessions, bad 

gore askew and would continue to shift to t he disadvantage of the 

older generation. The constant pre ssure for labour and the ot'1er 

intruding forces which the presence of the tin !:lines brought into play 

were beginning to take effect by the 1930s. The active 2 and passive 

resistance shown by fae plateau peoples was beginning to be broken 

down by the economic forces around them as we ll as the political 

forces that the British goverr.ment was introducing .3 
It seems clear that the e conomic f orces were the major ingredient 

in the changing life style of the younger generation of the plateau 

peoples. Finally they wer e becoming 'civilised' by being drawn into 

the labour force a.nd. the market pl ace . Missions were about to 

rejoice as tbeir statistics proclairaed their ' success'. The social 

cohesion of t he numerous plateau peoples was begin.'1ing to crack. 

Ironically this was also the period when the adninistra tive system 

1. JPP Gwom Dung Wang, op . cit., II, p . 161. T'nere was some 
--re sentment that t he young men could thus acquire food, 

blal'-'-cets ard pay taxe s and not give a,.'1y of this salary 
to the father~ Dung Wang dates this as occurring at the 
time of the locusts c.1930 . 

2. See Chapter VI, PP• 292-2<)7, on 'Tsafi ' le,nd. 

3. See Chap ter V, PP• 258-266, on re-organisation reports. 
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1;r.olJ.ycoddling 11 s_nd t.~:•:?y woul d h av e i._r-:;-J_c o ne d ?.,n:v e Pfor -t by t ~e 

;n vc-:n:·nrnen t to u se force ci lahou~c whe:'1 L:e shori.~2.re 1,-1 :-1.s acu te a s '•1el1 

1s a more pro- Ji;-1::.'o:pea.n l cJ.n d :polic y . 

2 . 

a ::4' -.C e .s:t dec1 mo:~e t:_r; ·::onl d ·:: e won 2-.f -~·,_r: f ·1 ~ld. ,.-1 ;.1s 

syste1r;e. -t icalJ.J .. ~ev r<!.c :12 :: b:.,.. 2r:.=:l J s 0 ttlc;•r-; 2s i n llh.a,:ies i. .::1 
a:nd Austra l ia . Se ~ ::YRC CC C:57 / 11 , :Jecs:-_(Js-r.· 1) 16 . 

JP:? I - IV , l!f~S ,; .i.rn . 

;): F? ·c1e r e n g- , 29/1/73, I , Tl • 1'!3 -

' l 



Overt 

' s snt to opr~n up t ~ :i.s countr_·-_,: 

rAX Jo s~rof 265/1?1? . 
ending :rune JO, 1912. 



71' 
I 
I 

°' 
;:;: - Ai:::- worr.en and. i :::} g:ener -=: l opp::-esse d. t}-11=.:r:1 . ;, 'Lr: 111.s t t, ey were \~r•.:19!' 

<La t eau p eo9le, a practic e t ::--.::1.t continu~ d. for sor:2 ?:':2.I' S a £'t~r the 

to t h e now bur c eoning ali en labour f orce . I n 1S113 , a. c ircuJ.2.-,_• ,-.'a.s 

J. .;.Ooure:rs to sleep i n ' :92.sa.n ' towns or interfere ,_._rj_ -+-.n tr.e i~:-:1b i t ~..1~ ts 

1. H~UC J osprof l.~93/ 1916 . UrL3ettled JJ_i.strict ,"3 i ·1 :1auchi I);:c ·..,5_··1~0 , 1~; 16 . 

2 . Personal I nte:r:vic·,\1 i ::1 .J o S Tioc9_l Authorit:v : 1°7 3. 

J • NAK Jos l)rof 126/1913 ~0::·:;.:-2J . F-royin c e Re·,o.-··1: : ·0:::::- (~u.1:'t 0 ~:.." 

- - ending I::a r ch 31 , 1r- 13 . 

M 
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o :cd.i na.":.ct.:::; fo r j u s t 

1 • . -\ s a f..:;'1.,1 1Y) _p:-~-?.n h:vi 1>~-1:;r• k 'l.11~ :J. t1·,.-i_s ,.,f..!.S cor12 ·:_i:-1s rr.-: d 2. : rr:.~l;p7_!ior1 1 

e:-~d the T'-I;=td-?.. !-r::i 1 s ··~1P1i t ~L v -~ :T.\1 ·~ro l cr1.uccd 179 cri.su'"!J -~J 1~s . 

r il( :,r o ::; ~-... o .'~ :26 / 191 J: 
~?i n 1?:i_.-,~! :~ s Lt 6 .• 
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1 
Coy {sii/ nay react upon the ne. ti ves and c ause trouble . 1 

With the military consolidation of the Jos Plateau reasonably 

accomplished within a decade, fae attention of the British government 

shifted to administering the rapidly growing mi.i7ing companies a,"id 

their labour camps. The relations between the mining companie s ar..d 

the government has been mentiored in Chapter V. The mining camps 

themselves should be briefly described here to provide some under-

standing of t heir relationship wit.11 the indigenous cc=unities. 

Each mining had its labour camp in close pro::dmi ty to the are a 

to be mined. T'nere was usually a head-man (~ Kasa chief 

of tin) of each camp who was responsible to the mine manager for the 

camp's activities. He would organise the labour force, arbitrate 

disputes in the camp or refer them to the mines manager or the 

in Jos. Government taxes might be collected by the~ Y..a.sa or 

might be deducted by the European mines manager from a labotu·er' s 

pay. What was not deducted for taxes and comparzy- housing was spent 

2 in the markets. 

These camps operated on a dif'ferent level of government3 

a1ld a dif'ferent economic and. social value system from the indigenous 

plateau village around them. Tc the plateau villagers these camps 

, .:i b • tl . d d l~ were a menace a.nu were to e s tric y avoi e • '.l'hs Bori cult, 

1. Ibid • 

. ~. See Chapter VII, P• 336. 
3. See Chapter V, pp. 316-318. 
4. i!R.E I-IV, ,I?assim. 

~li£-ii1§&¼W§W'i\\linnrnmm.swmm• L QWiJJ.JS WkLJ W 
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') 

~:.nd ho.cl b een t:1:i.: e :-::tened , ' · their yot-1. ·Cf'1 1~a.d. b Gen f o:-:-ce(! t o 1,ro-:::> for 

l o ss of power b;.r the nine s rnan2.g·ers t }•ems 2J.ves . 

') 

).:-:-k: throuc h a s iri g1e , pows·rf1JJ. chi ef .i.~1 a village . _,,, ::1 :-lis t he 

e lcomed such a s i l:gu.Ja.r au t hority 1.r! t:1 reg2.r d to the l o.bou:e r e c1.--u .:. t:;:.er~t 

') 

1 1I1hc f i n ::.11 0v c; J.ut io~t G~10ul_r]. be fo::-- e 2.ch ( F : r, i ·r1~~-) settl e·.1ont t o 
be s·ub,j ec t 8d to t 11-:; p n. /,;:.:u1 cl·1ii:~f i n 1.-:>.ose 'J :;_str.i c t t!l ~?y ;-"}::c . 1 

See I A CSO 2 ·1/12}.;. S._1.1 n 1):-:i,I ;·~e -:)o-:: t f or ":-10.1..:. ._: ~1 i_ :?ro ~: i ~c-2 , 1920 . 

I I;' ,, 
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _________ .,....,....,_, ____ ,,. . ..iriiltr•·· w;.wi.•'allfiai=~~7WW[ff:~ <! 

1922 still GeJ.ri co r!"'.._,ol e -te c r1nt.r:'ol over t1-:e so::; i '.;.1. 2.1d a t t i me s ,jud i c i~1l 
? 

8,s pects ..J of the c,3,m:'.1s al thcn1. gh 8. f e \\' cou:2:' t c 2.ses 1·.rc-re ?Ding t o t1'le 

1 . J:?C, _E:-~~~~_j.1 rl , Vol . I - 1'7 . 

2. '.· l AI{ SHP 17 / 2/ 160SJ 1.-:): , ·-1~1?lP•~ 1_-:c of t 1_~:e:ft:~ "c::r >)?_ '·:--'.YlS on ~,hr:.-
~-~-- ~Pl a.t~):l'.l . #)S I.oc: ·~ 7 :;oun c i 1 01 1.·:i _:ori ::- :-'. 7 ,;_~. ,:...1c _ P :' ~<i nes 

to SN? , J ul y 2L~ , 1q? ? . 
3. P!-;rson (-tl I ntervi e 1:T \.,1 ·i_iJ1 ' :[aj o r ' J. I . '·/ito.ci.·1. , :3e:-_•t?mter 19,.( :~ . 

I cou 1d not f i nd C.:J-:1.1nsn ~·1:::·y ?:c2.r:T'".1l::~s r~.f t ~_i s 2.c t i o0_ b·~t 
V_ i_ to :r i.:1 g,3.v e me t,,_,,.. ) i···1st:':..-'1CE?S ·.,r-..~0. .r2 h 0' ·-;~? d j1;.d;;ed c::. <Jes or1e 



i ·1.i:L 2.,·enes 

33S 

2 
V, 

?,t a prj_ ce the 10,000 hoes inpo~te<l especi c,11,y :-·or f 0 2m. ff.lho s e 

h 8.d. not i ntended .. 'l1he tin rni r12-.c-s ' comp l a ints !'1..--1(i l o d to the 

1 . i•1!.\X SN? 1 i,/2/16053, .';.'.:.~~ JJ_., · ro . 237 /1 c 1') '. e~; i d<?~t '·cu::1-: i 
·;:,·_r:•o·t.1 ir:•~;~ t o 3f.-p ;~;n ,t-:>-:-o--:, r / 1~~ , 19?.2 . ?J .. : ::: _n::Li.. v:._~JC~"' J. ,-- ~: i erl 
2~ v.i 11 -;.go fi ne o "'. 2_-·\' '- v'LJ lP ~~-2 1.-fc ic'.:1 \-;;,; ~:_; ·t.·n_ ov ,.. .h t tc -~ ·:_ ·.rt' 

2. See Chap t er V, PP• 218-224 . 



? 

came 

//oJ:; ,J O Sf':'Of" )> 17 / 1 '' 1;, 
A_nnur1.J ~7.eport i.~c ... 
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? Kel J. • .. 

--~!.-.'::~~ . ; .\.Y .To s'?)::\::=- 1 ,-),?/1 ,: 1(; 
1 ( : :~i > ....,0 ~,~r---~;; C , ·/ ~": 1 6 . 



? 
i;-.,; s0u -th col l :s0d 3.s ::.]_r: 
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a.id rot farm to support themselves. Berthoud points out, for example, 

that tbe Gana.wuri even now are rot interested in trade activities 

e..nd scorn those who trade to support themselves. 1 

The tin miners and merchants were not only groups awaiting 

the 'opening' of the platee.u. Fulard. herdsmen were also attemptiri.g 

a penetration of this rich tr-ypar,osomiasis-free grassland area. 

In a collection of photographs ta.ken by H. 'ii . Laws, a number of 

Fulani herdsmen are shown accompaI'..ying the first British mili te.ry 

2 e:xpedition on to t.1-ie plateau. To the north, the Fulani had been 

present in 1900 only at the suffera,.,ce of the Jere . Elsewhere tr.ey 

were open to cattle raids by these highland peoples •3 East of the 

plateau, a much larger migration had taken place. Here the Fulani 

lived in a symbiotic relationship with t he Pyem in Gindiri, Murnu 

and Langai. This relationship probably had been forged at the time 

Yakubu annexed Pyem territory in the 1830s.4 The Pyem acted as 

middlemen in return for Bauchi 'protBction', brir~ing captives from 

Ron, who brought them to Gindiri to be sold to the Fulani, who 

either kept t.1-iem for labour or sold them to Bauch.i. 

The Fulani tended to maintain a pattern of migration. They had 

followed Bauchi conq_uests southward, but tre Sura defeat of Bauchi 

1. Personal Communication wit.11 Dr. G. Bert.1-ioud., De p2.rtment of 
Anthropology, University of 1,'.ontreal, Nontreal, Canada, 
29/7/73. 

2. Col. H. w. Le.ws, Photograph AlbUJll , Rhodes House, Afr . S. 888 . 

3. ~' I-IV, passim. 
4. See Chapter II, p. 82. 
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to look to the mission for a litera te upbringing, as their !1a.tive 

Autl1ority was the district officer on tour, and he had little time 

for, or interest in, fostering un educational awakening.1 

It is from ~"lese economic f actors mentioned in this che.p ter 

thnt the major i.'!lpact on plate au societies can be gauged. The 

British administration merely provided a framework within which the 

alien traders, herders and miners operated. '.l.'he r apid conquest of 

the Jos Plateau was at the behest of the tin miners, wit..li little or 

no opportunity given for peaceful persuasion. Many of the consequent 

military expeditions Y1ere to establish 'order a.Ild good government' 

for mining activities. 'Toe railway had been built for the:i.r 

convenience, and the Mu.slim err.:i.ra.te form of indirect rule was instituted 

for t1".e:i.r labour camps. Af'ter more than three decades of British 

rule, the plat.eau 'insular' form of resistance of the pre-1920 period 

had gradually broken down, ani by 1935 the plateau societies were 

a.bout to enter the new economic and political structure com:i.r.g into 

the ascendant throughout tha cou.'1try. 

1 • See Chapter VI, p. 305. 



CONCLUSION 

In this account of the history of the Jos Plateau up to 1935, 

major stress has been laid on the diametrically opposed factors, 

that of adaptation and that of resistance to change. This thesis 

has attempted to present a concrete picture of a particular area ar,d 

its population through time, who adapted to a series of rew 

situations and by tr~ir resistance tried to protect that which they 

felt to be most important to the0. This I protection' took tbe shape 

of a number of str-ategic actions, e ach of which was expedient in 

resisting acy sweeping change :i.n the cultural milieu of a village 

or ethnic group. 

The most violent action at tre disposal of any society is 

military resistance. On the Jos Plateau, this type of resistance 

was more prevalent in the pre-colonial period, but it clid occur just 

as readily, when given sufficient cause, in the twentieth centur-J. 

It was soon realised that such a met.l-iod of defence was not practicable, 

given the marked military superiority of the British forces. Before 

1900, absorption of a larger or smaller group of newcomers was also 

a means of adaptation which was usually facilitated by marriage and 

hence kin relationships or ritual observations of some similarity. 

Different kinds of passive resistance to a new force were less likely 

to occur in pre-colonial times, given the small a nd independent l1ature 

of the villages. If' military resistance had failed and social and 
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political balance could rot be reached, migration, itself a type of 

passive resistance, very often solved the impasse. Tnis was 

particularly noticeable among the Birom. However, with the intro-

duction of British administration in this area, l!ligration could not 

place ariy group of people beyond t::ie reach of the intruder. 

For the societies under examination, the new circul!lstances of 

the twentiet.~ century called for passive resistance, am once 

absorption and militar-J action were proved to be ineffective methods 

of resistance, tr,e societies of the plateau withdrew f'rom the social 

and economic reach of the newcomers. They soon found, given the 

nature of tr..e intruders, that this was rot enough and, when r.ecess2ry, 

moved to protect their land, their leaders, their youth or their 

faith when t.lu'eatened. These threats were not acting singly but 

interacted on one another and had a cumulative impact. By the end 

of this period of study, perhaps one can speak of absorption of some 

elements of the indigenous socie-bJ into the new order, with the 

iniigenous converts, the literate and the mining cl~ss having an 

increasing effect on the plateau villages. 

The plateau peoples, from the beginning, faced a harsh terrain 

and, at times, a most chaotic series of migrations and conflicts over 

the last two centuries. '.l'he f'actor of change arose in different places 

at different times. The Jere, for example, left Kwandon Kaya near 

Bauchi and settled in Pengana. After ruaking convenient alliances 

here, they were dispersed by the jihadists, eventually settling in 
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the northern part of the Jos Plateau. Here they found themselves 

rnili tarily supreme vis-a-vis their imroedia te neighbours exd also 

secure from the jL!iadists of Zaria a nd. Bauchi. Their military might 

was useless against the British guns , however, and they were of 

little regard to the colonial administra tion, be:ing in an area not 

attractive to tlie newcomers. 1'heir posi tion was initially reinforced 

as pricus inter parus, but by the 19 30s, they had be come one part of 

a larger federation of ethnic groups, all brought together for 

adninistrative convenience. Each village, regardless of its pre-

colonial situation, no.1 asserted its independence of all others, and 

so each obtained its own village goverll!:lent in t he reorganization 

of the 1930s. 

The Irigwe are perhaps a better exeL1ple of the vagaries of 

change. After be:ing driven to the edge of the platea.u by a superior 

force, they regrouped and, after absorbing a large influx of rEw 

settlers, became a military and economic force of some consequence 

in the nineteenth centu:r-J. The twentieth century brought def'eat 

and relative insularity until they were included as 'Biroms' in a 

Tribal Council in which they had very l ittle power. They had held 

themselves and their traditiond political structure a.part from the 

British adm:inistration with a 'buffer' chief for thirty years. Even 

,·;hen t..l-ie 'rightful' chief was appo intea., he vies quickly deposed by 

them as not being able to control all forces, both secular end 

supernatural, smultaneouslyo Riyom, being the Birom religious 



--, 
357 

centre, was nee.ningless tc then, jus t as it was t o the Anaguta , 

Ai-"'usare and Ganawuri. T'nis did not radically cha nge their i nterntl 

village structure, and as long as this was so the 'European C1ief' 

of' the clan could do wh:it the administration asked. The other 

influences e.lreaa.y enumerated had little effect, for the Irigwe 

lik,3 the Rukuba and the nort..hern villages of im10, Buji, · and Jere 

were far enoug.'-1 away from the central part of the plateau to be 

little affected. 

The Birom, as has been made clear, appear to have been oPly 

brushed on their eastern perimeter by the jihadists' invasion of the 

nineteent..11 centur.:r, but most affected due to their geographica1 position 

by the British invasion of the twentiet.11 century. Only a small part 

of the jihad tcuched the Birom, al though trade in captives e.n-:1 horses 

probably increased during the :nineteenth century. A:ny military 

skirmishes by Birom villages were usually internecine and directly 

related to boundaries. One glaring exception was the unity of a 

rumber of villages against t he invasion of the Ron-Monguna in the 

late nineteenth centur-.1. Genere.11, however, military cohesion we.s 

not a nGcessary part of sur"lival, and each village defe11ded itself 

or made an alliance of convenience with other villages when recessary. 

The arrival of the British military forces, which could rot be 

absorbed nor stopped, meant the defeat or acquiesence in quick 

succession of the Birom villages. With active resistance now suicidal, 

an attempt to isolate the villages took plade. This was to continue 

a w,_w.JCitWIWWWW 
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for fairty years, after which t:kie t!:ere began a more rapid outward 

movement down from the hills, to t~e ~ines and into schools. The 

movement is still occurring and i.s reciprocal with the attendant 

changes that the 'returnees' prod.uced. The effects thus varied as 

:'l id the societies, and it v.ould be useful to look in a general way 

at the total Jos Plateau area, what survived., what changed and 

what r.as lost. 

There were some successes in the use of passive resistance 

during this period. The tradi ticnal religion and a major part of 

the governing system had been protected. Marriage, that ulti.'!late 

political alliance, remained a stabilising element , The loss of 

its major currency dwarf cows - had. been overcome by the use of 

horses, grain and the new metal currency. The sister-exchange 

marriage in the northern areas had mt changed at all. Some trade 

routes had been maintained from pre-colonial tiraes and were being 

used by the new order. ~\gr i cul tural produce, despite the incursions 

of the tin miners and Fulani, was still adequate to meet local am 
alien needs. Harvest f estivals.as well as huntir,g f es tivals were 

carried out still , and crops like a.cha and millet r emained primar<J, 

despite colonial a ttempts tc introdt:ce foreign crops like the potato . 

'.i'here was, however, fu.ci cons tc>..nt undermining of tre elders' 

aut.~ority at first by the British administration and mines managers 

a nd later by fue youth within the vill age . The ' heroes ' of pre-colonial 

society were no longer recoGnised for their military prowess, and this 



359 

stratu;n of society gradually lost its importance . Th,, respect the.t 

could be won by being a competent farmer was t he only replacement. 

Outside of the village, however, superior farmers were l:Ure eYeryone 

else and were forced to work on tr.e railroads or in t he mines. 

'l'he rew order was no respecter of old roles. Even the head of a 

village, if such existed, was not receiving the respect formerly 

given. He no longer received the I tithe' of labour that vras usuilly 

required, ar.d 'chiefs' combined secular and religious roles with a 

power, judicial and economic, that was given and taken awa;;J by an 

outside power. Such a decline in a political, social and religious 

structure could not go on interminably, ani already in the 1930s, a 

division had begun to appear in tre exercise of the ' chiefs' power. 

Yihat had happened to the Bwolbwonga in Pyem Geji after the jL½.adists 

had conquered the Pyem was beginn~,g to occur on the Jos Plateau 

a.f'ter the British conquest. Those whom the 'conquerors ' favoured, 

whether they were qualified by being able to speak Hausa or by 

being 'traditional 1 , were utilised, and the village itself beca.n:e 

divided on matters political, social and religious. This division 

was further accelerated by actions external to the village, ta.ken by 

the colonial government. 

By the 1930s, the British government had decided that some form 

of a fed.eration system was the best type of government for plat,eau 

society. This system would be based on wr..at the government thought 

a given society was like at the fue the -British had arrived three 

decades before. This, however, was t'1.e problem. During the period 



in which a 'chief' had been appointed, in which t axes had been 

gathered, and in which judicial cases had been rimoved from local 

hands, the times and the villagers had changed. Those n:en in their 

fifties and s±x:ties, who were beir.g considered for the council of 

elders in the 1930s, had just been attaining manhood and begi1mir~ 

to learn the political a.nd religious structure of the society when 

the British arrived. To restructure the Birom, for example , as 

Synge had tried to a.o to put the clock back to pre-colonial times 

was no longer possible. T'ne spurt of aniJ1ropological investigation 

was the last major effort by t.½.e British administration to deal with 

a political system they still barely understoodo .Amor.g the B:i.rom, 

the serious attempt by them to find a traditional ruler in 1935 was 

a failure, judgir.g by consequent events. But all external atteopts 

at judging the political, religious ::.nd social blocks of goverrnnent 

were due to fail when these blocks kept chav.ging shape and tre juggler 

was constantly distracted by wha t we.s going on around hi.";J. 

ilhether a federal system would work or not was the unknown. 

There was some confidence tha t it would, but this was accompanied 

by an ongoing analysis of the society, and social and politic2l 

e:xperin:ents that the British hoped would finally put aside the problem 

of ' gove rnment' and get on with that of 'development' • They, however, 

were building for a time tha t was past, while the pl ateau peopl es y;ere 

living and changing in the prese nt. The outward signs of dress and 

manner so accurately summarised by Middleton in 1934 were obvious 

to the onlooker, but the soanty clot."fifog hid much more than the 



British administration krew. Government on the plateau, as governraent 

ar.ywb.ere, remained in an ongoing state of change no t alweys r ealised 

by the British nor aclrnow lec1ged by foe pla t-e au people • It was no t 

until the latter felt that the furtherance of a system so i n:poserl 

confined t hem in a struc-tu ;:-e ·il:,ich they d :id r,.ot wish to maintain, 

that resiste..."1ce of' some form could 1;2anifest itself'. 

EPILOGUE 

It is perhaps too much to hope that the ideal solution 
has invariably been found, but the i.1wes tiga tions 
have been exhaustive, the people in most cases ready 
to express t he ir views, and the solution adopted he.s 
in all cases appeared to b e that which the people 
themselves .-:ere most ready a::id able to operate , 1 

It is, perhaps, appropriate to eni t his work with the cautious 

statement of Sir Bernard Bourdillon, but it would be unfair to leave 

the reorganisation of fae 1930s with such optimism. This was 

particularly true of the Birom '.I'ribal Council, for the other areas 

encompassing Ruk"Uba, Amo, Buji, Limoro, Chokobo, Nchara and Jere 

had retained their village indepe~ce. Those of the latter group were 

to follow a much more gradual path to amalgcmation, and it was not 

until the 195 0s that tr.e Sarkin Per,gana, a title invoking historicol 

affinities, was placed over all of the above w:i. th the exception of' 

Rukuba. 1'he Rukuba retained ths independence of each vill age area, 

a nd by the early 1940s a council of the Rukuba people, with each area 

1 • Address by Sir BerDE.rd Bourdillon, Nig.erian Legislative Council 
1.!inutes 1931-1 939 . 'l'he investigations referred to are t he 
re-organisation reports. 



providing a :rnnirJy r,,resid.ent, wns functioning satisfactorily. ~ha 

::,;'ll!l8 cannot be s aid for t.r..e remairiler oi' Jos Divis i on. 

'11:e ' tradi tior..a.1' chief inst;il.led a s Eol'lii, Gwom of iliG ll:1.rOlll in 

1935 was r.ot sucoosefu.1. ~,owr-Jl Bi.."'Olll vill<1~as complclned of hi:, 

chieftaincy, enl in ·1941 ha ,1cs reoo~d by fr.a provillcial ai:1!!1:i..""listration. 

The concept of a. pareJOOunt chioi' f..'or tr.e Bi.l·om nas laid as ide the 

ethnic groups inoeperulent of tm B:l.rom. By 1947, the of tbe 

Birom was o.n educated Christiw~ llWellg Pelll. His apPoill'l.nen·t; accentuated 

tha increasing p?'omin:incs in political affairs of the li to:rate el0l!l8nt.3 

in Bil"om aociaty. 

atwmptad re-organisations b_y the pro'lincial administration, most 

ethnic fsrotlpa on t he Jos Plat.eau hed maintained their political 

i<lentity to aane extent. The I i nsularicy' of' the plateau :p-Joples in 

the early yeal'3 of tna tr.e:nt:w t.i. centu..7 hcl spami.ad a. area.tax- ethnio 

consoiowu1esa by t.½.,, 1930s am 19!., 0s . This stUdy ends just at tia 

1-·oint in t~ when thara v,a.a every indication that u,.s peoples of the 

Joa Plateau we:re prapared t o abandon isolation ar.d withdrawal, take 

. ~i aoti;re part in shaping tba:l: own future and ruova il1to · t.1l9 1IJcin 

s troam of },'igarian history. 
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2.nci 
8- l :.~L 

-~ ".'•';;'~ :_i_ ._r . .._;_ l_ :~ i'::,:,.-•i .-.:. J. • i 
~011r c~~sr:~fic~ti: ~-s , 
.J.1:~ :-: - , · .. ,:-: .:~. :~::::·2 v~· t : : :.-·c.\ ' -~ .-:·s . ~2~1 -~ s t:~ r. 12:t :"?T' _: 1 :~ ,, ,s:r:-·e -=-·01.'.:-: ~' i r:. 
:i -~--...-. '.:" --;;~:..::~.~- 3~:-i t~.= i_r; '; 2·:::-?_ •.-:; _.:7: 

··~:}-y~ Elos t v 2.l :...:.2.01 (.: c:1r.1nolo (~·i .:-~.-:1~ ···· ... ~c ,1 :::-c":. of l r i ·:i ::;h 
.s.clrni !! .iStJ:·:.:.:'."ti. o ·:. r-~-: ..:c:,· · ~f .-v :. :: ·i_n·,1 fJ .. l ;·\rid l1rc 0.r }_,,.._-~i::)l 
leVt?1 ?,"":? t':-1_-.;"": -)_~1 ,::~-=-~- -... ; ir , '~;-!) r -:rt~:•:r: l:/ 11r1::.l ;~.:c: s ~: ,·: 

a.n i3 a i)x·j_•-~f S: ~ :, :_-. ,; .. ·i.-.~ a 1 iJ: !,ck; -~.r:·01.,1:·~ci .fe r the ·Ji~_;- i ::., i or .• 
·:::1:te qua:.r:-t r;Jr ·l :,· ~j-l ~: ~-:.;:.J. f-y(~'3_:1."·ly :ce _pu:ct s we~r.e r:::; t 
-~i(?, l .,_1_:~\-;":].e _f'(_,-... ·:;_ ~-·· -~::>:..:·J·: i_ ,.,ted :'iT.l Ch. ! nO ~C(; dot :::_ -~1~-1. 
•.1ie ',-J o.:.' '.Jj_ :..;-~ ·_~ :~; t ---._ .. o·,} lJ;T11s th_.·1,n t~ie ·1-111·,ua.1 r,:;:):L:' -: 3 
2.nd t hese 1.-:e:2~ r,•i ·2_- ;:..:r·2d up to 1920 \-,rhen t ~:'2:/ ,,,::re 
no loL~:.,·e:r v. s :. ::. • ·2:1e a1n1u a l r e~orts .fo:.c 3z:u.c:.--·.i 
Province o.f 1::~1.ich J os Di v i sion was a. uart ·.'f~~ .:-e 
consul t eci u ,; to 19 JO . After 1926 , wh~n t ,:e ~'la t eau 
Province \·:a.s fo::ned , Pl ateau Province r epor ts -...~:ider 
Jos:i:::-of 1/ °'i_u....K 2.nd CSO 26 , HAI Here c.onsulteu . 
J.1he annual re-oorts for ~-;'assara".·:a. 2.nd I-Turi ?~o"'t i nc os 
( 1'-fassprof ~'..::~L~ -T:uri prof both i n ~:AZ) provi1i (..: ti s:;ue 
perspectiv e :.:_; r ' pe.gan ' adrn j_ nist ::ca tion in ~-.-o ~·..:~~1e.r--:-t 
lJi c e r ia . 

Specia l reno..:·-ts bJ- t !l.e .i.\ati ve .:\f.f,:;1,irs Cffi :;er 
( ~st . 1922 · .. ;ere ·u.se:'u1 for t heJ po r t~·2.yed t::e 
Central C~o 'l e!':c:F!.e:nt ' s a,tt i tudes a.nd. incre2si!:z 
i n t E:r t:: st in :he no~.- 1-:oslerns , e . g . ~l1onl i ~1sor.. ' :] 
re1Jo r·t o.: •i 9 2~ , i·:-~ CSO 26/2 l·'LA.I . 



cso 26 
f.:'J~ .Jo;;prof 1/ 

Jo sprof 1/1 - post 19]0 ~eports 
~2,rprof 7/1 
3e.upTcf 1 / 
·- ,.. _, I .... asspro1 1 / 

'J:1:---.i.e Intell i r~_;er .. c e :ce;7,::>rt s €: .ve a nuch wore fo:rthri r:tht =1 ic ::u.re 
of t;-£ a c t u 2.l situation at ': ·~e c.i v is:i. o:1c,l l e v e l . 'i'r,ese .included 
a G'.).::e dete:·.l e d. his .o-r:::/ oi.' t ~:e people 2,s weJ. l as 2_Y1 ar:;:1.l:y0 J.s 
of t>.e j -u. d i ,~ic.l ax1d })oli tica: OY.' t_/-:.:.."1 iz2.:tion of the particular 
e t ~-:nie; Group b 2; i r1:;· O.iscu .sseC. . J::· ..:c::e Ia. te 1920s ar:.d ert2:'ly 
1930s ~,:bese c:..rr1tribut -2d to t~!e Ctq;on iz2. t ion -?..nd. Re- orc:.'.3.n iz2,tion 
r:e:Jo:-ts . J,_s has ·been s :Co1.-m i n the thesi~- , t hs s e \;ere more 
:relia'bl e a s a :re fll::ction of t·-~.e 3 ri t .is:1 atti tudes at a 
y~1.r.ticular time ra _,[1er t!'.:a.11 cr1 accurate &'1.al ysis of the 
societi e s be i ng· stuclierl . 

Confidential reports were only useful f oT eiving a g:r.·eater 
de!)th o :.· u.nders tc:.ndi nc of :.:; ~~e colonial officials . ?er~;or: a l 
re1)ort ::3 on t.l . [) . Sync;e , ~;. G ..::.J.12s , ;~ . La.nc:;3low- Cock, etc ., 
o f t en i :--.!.c l uded not 0:11,/ c:--it.: (tU2S of ·~~·1eir v:o:ck but al so 
so ~.1e of their c or:cespo 1-1C.c.~:,·.c: .. o Jos c.::~ =·· Z2.dun 2.. . There \-.,re-ce 
no confident i al :r.e \~ Or:ts 2 .. v c-t.i ~. '.:le on t~-:: e vil lage or Ci~1tTict 
chi0fs . 1l1he e.Jove re11or.!~::; \·:e .s~o i n 1:2.::una under SFi') 7 , 9 , 16 
and 17 . 

(J) Assessrc1ent Re ,,orts 

.Assessr.:ent re:)o::cts ca.ve :par~.: i ..;uJ.a.r emphasis to financial 
E12.. t ters 2.n6. therefo.re p :cov.i(ie ::;l_ :i. nform.s.t ion o n the economic 
situe .. tion of Jos Division . I·:--.fo:-::-::12..t i on wa.s obtai ned b~y 
inte:r:viewinc; ~,.ri J.l2~ge and dj. :3 t ··.··-· st :.~.~a6.s 3J1d the re;.Jor. t gives 
a f2.ir refl ection of the n 3:te :.:::.~:.l He e..l th of the :pla:te2.u 
villc..cs·es . £:owever , ti1ey al so ::, ho ·-.,.1 a r :a~ke cl b i as by t }1 e 
:Di s t ric t Cf:fice::- for mi ne s l e.oo:J.r r::tnd. C.e t e.ils on how rnuch ti:.e 
villa{::e :::i couJ.d. e .:,~_rn i f t hey ·-: ::. :r:-\:~_:i.~ in L:.1e mi nes . :/e ve:::·t}-.: (-:less , 
a clefet1ce of ' l 1a ::;·a.n r i n.teres 3 ,:: j so Oe :;-:,11 at t.hi s lev·el a;:.a i nst 
the new ccono;;tic fo1:·ces actin;:::· L1 ; •• on PJ. c..t eau soc i e tic2 . 

:_r:-~e a Cove Here fov.nJ. in CSO 2G ..... n I 01 . .:_2 .. 11 ,. 2.r:.d SJP ; 7 and 9 
and Zax-prof 6/2 ir-i }'.:a.duna . 



~o 1·re s uonde t:.c e 

( 1 ) Intern a l p -,:ov:L:lc i 2,l ~or:.•2s;:io:1d2:1ce 

1Ehis co r :--.:- e s po r.i2-nc e -c- ~:r:: ·cest i nsi .;·it i ::-1i:o -Lhe at ti t udes 
of the ~;::-ovi::~ ::ial J.es i :ie::·~s 3,2:.:}_ t i e Di vi s i.o.naI &-!d. ~i ~t r ict 
OfE5. c ers to·,,1 2.r d. s 2.d1ni :-.. i s t ::.-2.. -ti,.re p :-:-o ble21s . Cons i ::; t i . _~ o.f 
CO::'Te s ---:: o::-~:le::-~~~e to 3 .e.·,_:_:; ":"-: i 2..~ -i l2.ter J os fro P.1 the J)i ,:i '-:io:is , 
it l ~ .·s ~a r e t~e i ~~2=; ~eta~i o~ of a i ~i~i s ·tr~tiv e ~o!icy by 
t ·~:.e ~ e ~20:-.r12J. ;_.(c_:; 2.c:~:.a 2.l ? i syl enen ted it at the l ')C'.::_l 1 ,-~-.. ..-e l . 
•~i[.:2 .::.. .~ '.7i:::i\·!S are q_1: i -:-:- e fr2.r~ 2.:-~i u se ful . 

: ~::.i ,:: -., ~- - i ~ Jos :.:::-o f '1 / , : 03 ) 2."of 1/1 ( J-::-ci col l ecti q~) ;ind 
.J o .s_::~-.:-=--- ?./ , c..11 i n !:a.ci11na . 

:rni s cor-r 2s :9on dence p :.:-Oili df-J S co:-1.r:-ien t s on the ? rovin8 i 2.l 
r e :po ·cts t o t he Hi zh CoTJ;-:iissione~.: o f :_,.: or thern F i s·e :ci a .. :~o by 
19 14 •.-;a s t h e Li eu t enant Go v 2::.---n.o:c 2.~:cl i :0 1933 the :;ft i :~ f 
Cor.:.:--:1i s sione:r o f r orthe~n :•;i £e :cia . It i :::1cluC.es -:.:-'~e i t .. "t:9rpre t 2.ti on 
by the :-. o:: t 11ern ~-: i ::r?· ' is.,n .:-o·-.r er:-i.rn ··.nt c.f ·,t[!::.i~ t 3ri ti s:"_ 
a d.:ni.n i str a tion ::::ons i 2ted -::~~ -:xL'.. t~-:r. i s 1 .. ie.s o.J.:~ost -... .. ,f' .. Jll ;;,r 
p::--o- I-io slei:l . 

Ho t as useful a s ( 1 ) ~oov --~ , i t t end s to c oi..rer m2.ny o f She 
mi no1..' -5.i fi"icul ti e s v.f ?. di v i 0i.on ::.n ci i s O:r necess i t .:· !-:~ucn 
mo r e ..;ener2~l . SlT? •j 5 wars es·,)e.c.:i a l l y ""J.sef u.l :l.oHev e.::- as i t 
gav e a c on c i se 2.c cou::.-..t o f J3r itish pat r ols i n Bauct: i ?-ro vi nce . 
S.;·-rr c ircular s t o a l l Ttes :.. ::c:::. t 3 a t t i mes c e.,l l ed for ::;urve;/ s 
o f o :_) i n i o:-:1 e . 5 . on ' p -::.g·a.~ 1 uat t e r s or 1 2. i O. do wn gov e:cn::-ien t 
policy. The co r:.-1.men t s r e c e i v 2ci. fro m .rle s .iden t s t hrou ,:_{:10;..1. t 
i>Iort·h.er n :·~:" i ge .r i a on t':.? s e to _"9 i cs Here of gTea.t i nter est . 

( 3) Kaclun a - c,a.;,o s 

rrhi s c o rrespo nd.e:.: c e Lc- .-.:;i nni n 2;· in 19 1 J+ v.rhen t he l-ior t!'l er·::1 
Pr ovi ::-s.C e s c c"r:-ie u r:der -..-~ ::;.ove:::-~18:r- i n la;:,D :--J , }tce sen t s 211 e v en 
more general p ictu :.c 2 r.ci is of l i t t le v :-:;_ lue . Ho \·1e-•t ,::r , '.-fr~y 
certa in de cision s were t al,,~s:i iE La ,; os 2.s re5;a rds non- ~-·.o s l 8;·ns 
an.cl p2.:cti cu l a r ly \·lh.::::~ the 2. t ti tud e: of the Gover r .. or- 1,:e.s at a 
g iven ti rn e , a r e o f t ei- ·.-ieJ.l :po :-:~ trayed i n the c o~nmer:.t s 2.:";.a-?.d 
t o Pr ov i n c i.?.l r e ·,:-;or t::: . ry:~ ey a l.s o }:"iro v :i d e d a G'2~>2r?..~ o•;e:ca.11 
v i e v: o f' ' :92.gan ' 2.d:ni !: i s tr2.t i on for bo,t~ Southern 2..;·_Q ;~c r tber n 
Ei g;eTi a 2.nd t '.1e 2:·eP.c tion o f i t:e c entral adi:-1i ::--i. i s t ~2.ti o~ t c- t i n , 
c i ss i cu 

:Uo cuments for t h i s seri e s w,.::r e ma i nly i r1 CSO corres;r:"Jr: •-=:e-;1 ;:e 
a.:ul e spe2 i a lly CSO 11 t o C30 21 ar.::l CSO 23/1 to c;::o 2j/2 1. 
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1:20 ex'J.:.'Ji ::e this cor:c2SIJ0~1d.snc2 it '.-1 :.s n•::.: c e :3:; ::-l. l 'Y to co~::rul t 
: so 1 /26 t8 CSJ 1 /J1 in Ib2 .. d. 2.2:. a::~ -J- t \"!e )2 i) '. 6 c orr c:;;,o~: '.'':0nce 
c:.:t ·:~~10 ?-u.tlic ·:~ecor~ Cf:""'j_e;e , 'Londo ~ . :-~1hi s inclucled c i rculars , 
a21d -:~~1. 2 acti.vit i :::;s of t}:e ·::-:::.s·~ )_: .. -:-:-2. csr: ~~ 0!1t ier f orce . ?:1e 
CO l.J~6 Co::'!te.. i ~·ied. t:·>2 origi n c~J. co~::-res_ro·:122 n :-~e to t~1e GJ fro!:1 
ICaiu:2 :-i 2:.:."'1d therefor2 i ncl-.i5 .. e 1 -,;c r:::n :: ::1 ts O~/ ·1:,:)e CO offic i il s 
whic':-:. s:"_o\.:eC. t:"'.c s i r att itud<? s t -:P.•.re.::·.:Is t ne exp2::~itions an d 
t ::~2 2.~:-:--.i ·:1.i. 3 tr~1.tion in ~~or.:.;::-_e r :'1 ~Ti ~: '-)ri ~ . 

~h is cor:-.:'es non(i enc s is a co::tinuation o -" the atove but 
ori 2_: in::~ ti.n2; fj:-om t~e Covern:i..c o f ~:-~ if;Gr ia i r1 12~.:;:,os to the {_)J . 

As '.-iit:-~ the s,Cove t ~-1.ey refl sc t : ~1..e (..ti t s r,;,t t i tudes in t :':..e i r 
persc-n.: .. n :>te s ·.,hi 0 1-1 V/ ,-::, -re 2.~d.e<l t o co:c-res:;,oridenc e receiv e d 
from ~-." i ~;eria . ·I1i n mi n i ng :Jol:.cy dvri :ig ':lorld \-·lar I 2.nd the 
d epressio:-:: \·:as e;-i ven so:-Tle at~e~1tion i n t:1. i s :.-.eries . I n 
Ibe.i2.~ t:·1-~ __ s S ("·r i PS w:::: s u..~d.er '..:;SJ 1 /32 to / 39 1.,:hile in 
London they come ur1der CO .)8_3 . 

:'hi s s ection. co .nsists of 2.J.:1.. :-~i le~:; 1,it".:ic::: v.1c·:.·e not incluciecl 
in the abo·\re s 1.:.b- 3ect i ons ':.JV . .!: ·.-Ie: r:e foun O t o be 5-mport ~~nt 
for this 1.-,;o:c:-: . 

Ibaclan 

KadLu12. 
1g:ndo~1 

-:;so 8/6 1-~s -~e ll2-neo~J 3 2orresuonden-:;e 
J.P 1 /5 - 1 / 18 '.:on- o'.' ~·icie.l :euSlic a tions 
Sl~P 10 , 17 ScJ:""::-23~;rx:~~12::1c e on I::t.ssio~:s ?.D.::1 t i n mining . 
CO 532 S23s i c: n2.J. ?.a~J1?!'3 a nd A.:;nu&.l He1)0:rts 
CO 657 .l1.,irnini.st:cr1.-::i ve ·--~e·oorts a.11d ::=x ,-:- cuti ve Cou nc i1 
l~eeting;.:; CC' 6l)C , 741 Cfficial II2etin:~_-s of the Ha.ilwe.y . 

2 . E i ss ion s : ( so·:1:r.c cs ,,.,r2::-- e in ~!i :;e:ci a , 13:ci t a.i n 821::l Canada) 

(a) St,Hfan I nterior ; :is s .'.. on 

Th:::: Sudan I nter·io 2::· J·~iss ion c rJl"'res ·oondence ,-.rr-\ s not a ve.il e~·.Jle 
i n Hi (-~·eri a a.----id t :--10::c-2 2vppe2.T2:l t o Je so::1e confusion 2.s to 
i-i:-~ere i t e..cW_al1s· ·,,n.:~ . T~cre c..::'e no co :·ies o:r origi nals i n 
t ~ne:i.r head offi_;e i;~1 '_\1ron to or t:le br2.n ::::~ of l'i c2 i ..-1 Lotd.0 .:1 • 
. /i.l es seen t he re ·.-;e_re ver·J c;e nera.l c1:c1d laI\.-~·cly cont2. ~ned 
s eGond2.ry sour:::es . 'l1o '..'Onto S. id ho\·.-eve:. .... :·. :tve -L he fol 1.o i.•IinG·: 

~,ilc : :-Ii stor;y >~s. ti:ri 2.l 
R . V. BinL(t1am 80~:"'rc:-.3~JonO.ence 
Eic s i one.:·y ·.:i t:--'"o::>s ::.:crap"boot: e2,rly cu-ct i-ri :_::s 
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- - -•--;;T•-i<"~, .• .._.:-1".,,._~-
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J. ' '7 o, 

r2he ST..,ri i Has in C.L sim~=..::.:2 3i t-...1at io:'.'l :o ·:~:~.e ,-)I[, .H'Jweva~· S8~:-,e 
of t !~0 ir correspo::de:1.ce ~,.r 2.2, a.v3..i.l2..":i le in L'Jn,·l o H. rr;1e Jo.::> 
Off i c e he.d a Oox of 1-11~ :'il e~~ I'-~-rer3 C:.::.ti···1 -'.Jack to c . ·1 9 16 
but t:lis was no : Jerti :-: e :-:t to t":-.i s s-t·.t:ly . '~hey did ::?.-:-e 
t ~e followin J i ~ th0i~ office : 

L2...."'1i;t?.....l"1b ::: ts..ti.J ~ .'. c.~ 192 8- 5~ 
I··~i ?~~1 3·0 Papz::rs 0 ::1 :-:i .:=-.:'1 :S'O '.:; o~:f e:- -2::-c e of :::i ss ior,aries 1929 
Lo g 3::,ok r•\ 12:..::-i 1926- ~~0 
-~-.1~: e =-. i --J'0tbe2.::-e:r non·::--~1:.~ :'ro~ 1~10;-1- (a cora:;;l e t e se:t) 

•rte -~o~:e.r.. Cat~'1oJ.ic r:i 2s ion ( S~-~~) 2.l tho:..'.i_;'l-i. i n S.hend.art as 
02,rl~: a.s 190 / l:2.ct n r) i nfluence on the pl ate2.u until :::..:'ter 
1935 .. 11:Jr this ! ·easo~~ , as well as t!'los e of time cn ,2. ex:9ense , 
t :1e aut ·--_or did not con sult the l-!ission _.;.r chi'ves i n ?.or~e . 

T~1i s prcveJ to i:e the ~88~ valu~ilil e mi s ior source es~ee:ially 
t 1:c ~ 2.usal8nd >. i s3 ion 1900- 1 :~06 , l 2.ter. ::'.'iE.! c:i--t\ e rn ~'.i -:;0:·c·iEt 
::~is ~·; io :1 , :?reci s -~o oks . U~!:: ... 0.::-~:.1::z~t c-; l ;y 1.: .:i_' .. n t"~e fi:' ty ye-:-,., r 
rul e I ,-1 e. s only able t:J S Qe r'..] to 192;) . 'l1>..c followi~ i 1.-;e:r·e 
useful : 

Ni s;·er ;'is sion 1887- 1897 PrE,c is l ooks 
l~i (Se :!'.' ,assi.on 1897- 1986 :'.°reois J c, oks 
l-J orthern lfi :')3:Cia Eis s i on 1907-1 92? _'r::~.i.::; j)i Rries and Journal s 

(e) Internatio,,al Li ss iona:.-r Council ( LoY1do n) 

r.:1his was a co l lecti on o~· second2 .. :cy so~:.-~c e s or1 i:tission 
ac t ~vi ty but I•'il e #271 :-,ad so ::ie very use I.'1;.l corresporn'.ie:1ce 
on S!.J!·,~ an:t Sir1~ a.cti1.ri tie3 . r:'12 fol lo•,,: i ·· -.ver-e a l so useful : 

Eox -f:~70 - r~1he ~-.:·ort::-l ern ?rovi:1ces ( :~i ,~·cr i.a) council :"eccrJ.s 
JJox ~'271 - SL]: ct.Tld. 3IE ~orr:-esponi-3:-lce 2.s \.,re ll 2.s 

C1-1S 1916- !,2 
Box 1/2.72 l·Iission .:·reed.on1 i n :~ort~:e!'n ~f i t~;eria 
Jox f/27'--i - '.i i 0 ,e·ci.e. ?.'ld ::;i,uc2.tio!1 

In Ni ger i a , the major source wc.s t h e l ii ser i a..Y} ~Jha:nber o f lii ne.::; 
E inute Books .. On the w:1.ole !1owe -.._r2r , i nto::cr:1:-,_ t i.o:·: was g;arco E.rd. 
d i ff i cul t to obtain . J·L2_r1y coo~ianies haci. no b ::-.. c.;}: file s an:: ·l,\,J..,t: 

t h2.t Cl iU , d i d not t;;o b2.c~c ve.f:'J f~:..r . 
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Higerian Cho.nber of Ei ne s Einute ] ooks , 19 1 ·1- 19_)0 Jos Euseu1T: : 
l?i.le of le tters o f 1:ar2.:;uta. Co;~,p:my 1905- 07 

.A:7la lgaina te i Tin 1'Iir .i n c; 8orn::2.ny Li11i t eC.. : Cox-:rc s.pon·J.en ce and 
Infor:1a. ~ion Fil es 1930- 1930 

I:'1 J r i tai n t ~1e sollrce s were few 2.n-3. quite scc.tteY.·ed . Eot'.1 -t:: e 
Business Archi ~,es :: o'.1nci1 ar-~:::. ~::e ::2.. t io!:al 3.ec-i s try cf --~l"'t~h:i. ves 
we~ce con.3v.l t ed bu t li ·:~J.e 1,1:=:,s J.s-2.:.~~ed on th~ tin i ::1dus t:'~.r . 
UAC h ~0 t ~e nost i :ifo:-::-m~t ior: 2.r:i .i. t 1.vas i n no 1.-;ay pl er:-+: iful . 
T.:1 e A[:~).c- Oriental Inve2 t m~:--'.-': -':_;-rou~1 o.f ;-,hj_ch A1:f'l\L·J L t :i . i s a 
pc:.:--t 1-:.c~__._ li ttle o: ·v2..lus , 221:i i:ec:.d offices of what tir,. conI;:;0 nies 
t ·-_<:.::"e ·.·:~:-e o n t:1 e :9J. a te2.:u i :--i ·f .'1•? ec..rly dee a.des of this cen~1:-.:r,y· 
D.2ve lo:·, s i ~ce closed u ~) 21vi t:'!eir files have been des ~:::-oye :l . 

UAG 2-11ci I:}i ger Compa.'r1y Ltd • . ·1malgamation of 1930 . 
1':e:ia.ls :?ile for Officers i n the lfoyal Con stabulary . 
Ni ger Co:1pany Ltd . I Iining Je:'.)artr"en t 192)f 
?[oJal ~\Ti ee::- Cor:1Jai1y ( 3 volwnes) 
ExtrP.c ts from Coast Letters re new products 

( b ) Angl o- Oriental Investm9:-it rrroun 

File on the fo::-n a tion of the Associated 11.'in Hines Ltd . () 'r: 2~) 

( c) John no 1 t Conoan.z Ltd. . 

Ref. Box -//17 Sir ?.a.l ph 1'toor to John Rol t on tin deposi -ts 
Ref . Box # 26 Letter books of Jol-ln Hol t 
nef. Box #-10 Fag-ans a.t Jos (_;1:-wtog rap'is) 

Priva te Paoers 

J:locll e i 2n Library , Ehodes Eouse , Oxford 

A prof i tabl e reservo ir of i mpressioi:s ·by colonial officers , many 
of Hhi.cb were written befo:!'e the presen t his toriocraphy on .1.f :r i ca 
h acl Oegun and so of s oille va lue as to t'heir g enui ne f eelin;~·s and 
remembrances of thei r .!.:in1e i n Ni ge~cia . :Oe l ow a re some of -:hose 
I found use ful : 

Archbol d , I'. . A., Ea rly nenori es of the 11i :;eriar1 FJ.a.teau 19::;: . 
ESS Afr . s . 141 , ff 99-1 07 . 

Crocker , 1:l . R ., Off icial 1r ouri ng Diar;y- 1931-34, and Compl cint 
Book, MSS Afr . s . 107J, 



Da.vi es , J . G., P1ateau :?rovi~c e r c:port on fF.:!."'ff! survey o.f G,yel 
i n Jos Division 19Li3 - Li5 ax1d ptoto:::r a:r.1hs . !-!Sf~ .. Afr . s . 309 , 310 . 

La'.-: s , H. ':I . , :1Ti geri &."1 11in J',Ji:.1inr; :2_xpe.:1.i tio ..... :s , d i e.ry 0-Dd 
:9hoto [:ir2..phs , HSS . A.fr . s . 888 . -

Lu.zarci , l~ord , Luga:l:'d ?2-T1ers on ~~i :~s:ri a r~o:r. 190n to 19 19 , 
1-:SS . s; 61.,,77 . 

:::::.th ews , ~- · ~-~' ., J?e~rson al 1·2.._..., 2 ..... ,_.._, . _.;_'.'l th::·01:-olo ,~~/ Office:r , 1<33 . :\_fr . s . 
783 . 

LF.x~.,,;e lJ , ~~ ev . tT . L., Di2.ri 8s as ;·.:issio~ary 1.-:it:~ S"T.Jl,I, 1-i ort!:err' 
~:i c :2:!:'i 3 , 1908- 34, thiT-ty volw~es . 1·:.1)~ . Lf.'_r_·. i:; . 11 12 . 

:: icholson , rl. P ., :'.orthern Ni g-2ria l·'. otes , 1900- 1905 , NSS . Afr . 81. 

Patton , J ., Li fe i n !Jigeria as a -~ailw~, ·:ioneer , 1914-27 , 
MSS . Afr . s . 571. 

Ruxton , F . H., Some :--iotes on the I-lunchi 2nd i~st::cuction for 
? olitical Officers 1910 , MSS . Afr . s . 662 (1) 

?..oy2.l r-;i ::;eri a Cornpa.riy , 1.:2,:ne:cs , ]epo:rts 2.nd 8:irres;10:--idence , 
1888- 1930 , eight ,:::en volumes , I-IS:3 . Afr . s . r.3 5- 101. 

?uolished Worl;:s 

1 • Contempor.a.ry Works 

~t mes , C. G. , Gaz e tte e.r· of t~1e ? l 2tc2.u ?rovince , Jos , lfa.tive 
Authori t,y Pr ess , 1934 . 

.A..nderson , David , S·..:.~veyor ' s :r:rek , LondoL , li1e,b9r and Paber , 19h0 . 

:Barth , !Teinr.ich . r.!.1:r·~~-V·.~ls 2.ncl Discov8ries i n l-.: o:ethern ::.1nd 
Centra l Afr ica , Lon,lon , Longma:-i , 1857- 58 . 3 volUI'.1:es . 

Bello , r-:oha:'.1-rned . 1 '..:estern SuUqJ1 ? istory ( ~·~audthat T.:l ii.fke.:ri) 1 

Jou:c:ial of the .. Lf::cican Society ( London), 1:; 16 ~ -'-----------------"-
:~.ell o , Eoharamed . ? i sQ of t he ~)oko-to li'u.1 2..r: i (In f'aku t l 

i·Ia i suri), tr:2...L"1sla·:ed by D. J . ..t: .. r nett , f:-_1'10 , 1922 . 

3er:cy , Li'r i ck ( pscuc1 .. or::r::-i ) . 1:2.C. Do:~s ?21d =~·.-: .~~lj_shr:!en , ionJon , 
1941. 
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3urdon , J • .l-i ... :qis ~orica l ~•:ote~; D:1 Ce:c- t 2... i:1 ~ i :::-a t s :-: {:_~:d {l1ribe2: i r: 
·, o:rthern Ni /-;cri 2. , London , 1909 

Burns , A. C. Colonial Civil Se ...... ·v:::.nt , I.0 :..1. '..:.on , All e:: -~:1.S:. U:iwin , 191/ ) . 

8alve~t , A. F. f i ~eria ~nd ~ts 7~el is , (Second eiition) , 
I:]dward St2.1:fo:r:-Ct , London, 19 -1 2 . 

=:-s.:l.vcrt , A. ? . ·;.Ji -=seri.::3_ c_nd. its ~i n f.i -:::d.s , lo:::do::~ , :Ballantyne , 1.;;~ns e n 
a::.d Co . , ! 6 . 

~)2.lver t , A. ? . ~:i;:e:.".'ian '11in Fields : a :cet~os1)ect A:-.1: ~ review , 
( second eiiti c :-,; , .LonJ.o~ , ~'1.il son , 1:,? ~Li .• 

Ca--neron D. C. Hy 'ra.n ganyika Service an.d Some l\Ii ;reria , London , Unwin 
Bros ., 19 39 . 

Cla:pperton , Capt . E:J.gh . Jou r nal o:' a Scc o:..-·Hi Bxpedi tion i nto tr.e 
Interior of l-'--f:cica from the 3 i r-h t of 3eni.n t o Soccatoo , London , 
}?rarl..~ Cass , 1 91..>S . 

Denh 2~m , Hajor Di xon . A }1ar1·2.-:::>1e of ~r2.v2ls 2r1.d Discoveries in 
_l'Torthern and Ce':7..t::a.l Afric,::,_ i n. t ~ce ;re2.rs of 1 ,·)22, 1'32 3, 182L~, 
London, 1926 . 

_:·;q_ui2no . E::Juiano ' s .!ravels - I-~is Au t o 0:'..o ~~;:!:·::: Dh:y , AOridg-ed 2.nd ~di ted 
by ?aul EdwarG_s , Peineoc...:--iE -~ 2..1..,: c c;tio::2.l ' :o'.cs J~ t ;, . • , l~on· ·_,::-i n ~ 967. 

:?alconer , J . :D . Gs olf.?gy and Geo .:·•. ?:-e.uhy of :·-forthe..,...n 
n 2,cEi l1e,n , 1911 . 

- . . . - -·:: l '\ e :t'l2. , .LrO::-:J.on , 

i~oulk es , H. D. An:rz-2.s Eanual : : .-,---:-. I:IP1°:> C!:c-.d vccabuJ. 2,r,r , London , _'._ 2 [-Jl.~ 
Paul, T:ccnch and r?r ub;1er , 1 ) 15 . 

,:·ce mztntle , J . T-1 . Gazet :.ee:r •:;£' 0 .U:::i ? -.-:ovi:;ce , eel . Londo~ , ·,,.ra t e::::-lo\v 
a~d Sons , London , 1922 • 

. / r:~oan t l e , J ohn Lorton . ~;:~wo Ai'r .-~c 2n Jo1.1.rn2.ls c.nd Ot hi? .. r Pa-::e!'s , Sou·::21 
Africa , private circulatio'.1 , 1930 . 
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S.all , F . ( co::1:piled by) . Gazet t eer of 3auchi J.-:>rovi ~~~e , London , 
',fator low and Sons , 1920 . 

C:ailey, Lord . -~-,,.,_ African Survey , Londor, , O. D. P . , 19 38 . 

;cis ch , :-..: . S . 1 ette2.·s e..nd Sketc:~es fro:r: ro-:--Lhern i.~ i :-:;E~r :La , Lon.don , 
Cha.to 2.nd '.h c:dc:.s , 1910 . 

}~WI!.!'!! , Karl :: . F-rorr. =-{2.usaland to ~ '";{Pt ti:::-ough the Sudar1 , Londo n , 
Constable and Co ., 1910 . 

Lander, R. and J . Journal of an Expe-J.itioc1 to Ex ul ore the Cou rse and 
Ter'.'lination of t:1e I1' i;,;e:c , 3 vol. , Lo,,,:; 0n , Joh.YJ ;,:urray , 1832 . 

Lan;-a- Lan,;-a (psei..: .. donym) , Hermon- :io:S.e,·e , G. Un .A .r~·a.i nst i t i n ri;,;eria , 
London , Allen 1J:,,_1,dn , 1922 . 

::;eo .A:'ric2.nus , J oe,nnes . A G-eo r;· .... ;:11JhiceJ ~-~isto~cie of Africa , Impens i s 
G. :Bisho:9 , 1600 . 

:.ugard , Lord . Tbc D.;.al JT3..riC.·=1t e i~'1 TI:-::-itish rrro1)ical t'~fri ca , London , 
F'rank Ca ss and '.;o., 1965 . 

i-Iax1t.rell , J . 101,rry . ~2.lf 2. ,~;.-.=ntt,_::::-:v of G!."·2. c e , Londo i- L, EJudan United 
Miss.ion , 19SiI • 

Haxwell , "T. Lowr~r. ~-:1,--;-eri2.. , 7.':.e Land 2 '11he People 2_r1d Christi an 
?rop~ress , London , \-!oJ:ld :Jo::iinion :Pres s , ( n . d . ) 

~:cPl1ee , Allen . r11he Economic 3evolution i:1 Britis~, 1:res-t Africa , London, 
F-.!'ank Ca ss , 197 1 . 

f·leek , C. K . Law e..ncl Authorit;y in a Hi~ .. erien C:r ibe : J.._ Study in 
Indirect ~t:.1. l e , :;eHYo~l( , -~--3.:'r, es 2.nd:·:0·01~ , Inc ., 19J7 . 

··leek , c; . K. r:rhe ~·~orther·n :~'.:.. ... i..0:-=:s of ;--~ i r/~r·i. ::.:. , ( 2 vol . ) 1-o!'ldon , 
Oxford Un.ivers.ity Pre ,;s , H 2;; . 

·ieek , C. X. A Su danese Kin.':·.· or:: , Land.on , Xe .:-s·e..n , Pau.l , ·1 93 1 . 

~-~eek , C. K. T:riba l Studies of ~'.01"t~ern -~ i r·eria , (~ vol . ) London , 
O. U. I' . , 1931 . 



_:ill e r , ·y; . B. Reflections of 2 . .:_~ ic'.'.l e er , Lon6.on , C.I=. s., 

~,j _ller , W2.l te:r:- . Yester6.ay , Tod.e.~l a..rid To'G'"!orro\•1 in ;·:orthern t·.Ji .\eri::.-t , 
~on:o:~ , Student Shristi2n I~0 vPnP~t Press , 1938 . 

-- ~-;::>? nl , J c~::.::-1 ~_.-,~~c-ou .::-t Tj~1:::: no ·1•.Tl ~-!.i. ~--= ~ci a , London , T. \1erner Ia.urie 
Ls~ ., 1912 (c-) 

:: o-:Ji:'.!~~on , ~::-.2.:...,: 23 , ~-• ?2,us~l ?_nd ,'.)::c ~500 f.:iles t i1:rou .;;:h the Centra J. Sud-m , 
Lor~:J.o n , Low, ~-T~:!:'ston and \·;o. , 1897 . 

·.3 ~or-;:i.no , J . C. :t otes on N,9. s ~'-:tr:-=;:,-ta ?rovin ce, La; ·os , Government ?ress , 191 9 • 

. :!1ar·.•1ood S:::.it:-! , Sir I3:cyan . !! .:Jut _.\l ·.·: ::1.:1s as ? riends n Forthern :Ti ~;:eri2.. 
a r:d t he G3.2eroons 192 ·1 - 1 q 57 , ! .. 8n:!.o :s , Georce All en and lfnwi n Ltd . , 19G9 • 

. .,hortflose , CaJt . -,,./ , rx, . Suo2-"t ··: :"'~8. .:~d~iC?n.-:1 . .1.re in _;:;_ f~.:·i cc, , London , 
',,,'.itherby , 192 3. 

3to:::.:k , ~\J.gene , ~2he His,tory of i;Le c~~l::::·i 3t:!. an ViissionaT,'r Societ~/ : Its 
~viro~1ment , Its Hen , 2.nO. Its ';fork , VoJ . III (J vol .), 101:do:::·: , 
C.T' . S., 1899 • 

. -; t ock, :S\.1.s ene . A :~istory o.f -t:- ~e :Jh t;_ r c}1 1•-~i ssionary Soci e t 1r, Vol . IV 
(4 vol.), Lond,:n1 , Church !':issi.on2~·.,r Soci.et,y- , 1916 . 

3uffil , Tiev . T . L . ~Phe :Birom - A Primitive Peonle in north2:rn :-; i ;-~ e..1..:.. -:1- , 
London , STJT-1 , (n . d . 1 

'.:emple, O. and C. ( eds . ) Notes t,~'-' ·J.'r i bes , Provinces and Sta.tes of 
i:1-:e ~·.orthern P:covinces ___ of Hi r:eri F:1 , Lo::ido·:1- , Frank Cass , 1965 . 

Cem-pJ. e , C . L . ?·Ja.ti v e Haces a..nd t~ei r "2.1..:..10:c-s , 8a:pe To w-n , I .. r gus :?:c.:.r_ ti:1g 
and Publishing- Co~1 • Ltd . , 1918 . 

;J..·crncarne , /1 . J . 1I1.(J.e Ba.n ot the 3o:r-i , I oncJ. on , Seeley Service 2.r~ ·,1 ~o . 19 14. 

·~.re1aearne , A. J . 1r he Ta'i.7 ed :-1ead- ~·Iu r1tf-)rs of ~,; i ~:.-7eri 2- , l_onCon , 
Seeley Servi ce a~~d. Co . , 191 ? . 
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2 . Official Publ i c \!ork s 

-=·~onynous . The l'. iger:~a ] andbco~( 1925, 6t0 ed ., La.c;os , 
Gove:rnrJent Fri n t er , 1925 . 

J3raunhol tz , 3 . J . nstone I n_ol2!::s1-:-'cs of ?2~lcieoli tl: i c af1d Yeol:Lthic 
D rpes f:::-o:-:i ~~i gerie. 11 , Geolo :·i c2-l .3vrv e .Y of t·Zi rceria , Occa s .ioncJ.l 
Pa.per # L1, (Lone.on), 1;?26 . 

Came::::0::-1 , 3:i.-.c· ~~o:-~al Q. }?~it_:_ci:ile.3 :.>f -~2 .. tive 1~_::_2;1i nistr2.t i o:: arJl 
tiei.~-- .f.:::, l1licati ons , ~c.gos , Go•l er!'l:nent 1-':::-inter , 1934 . 

~,).1.~3t.o n , ·,if . -:) J-: orth-2r~ : . i .c:,2:ri s. - }e ~;o:-::-ts on tj:e ~e2ul t s of the 
Ei ner2.l Su-::·vey 190 7- 08 and. 1903- 09 . 

Falconer , J. :J . 11 1I1he _.o:-:- ·:.: i'}ern ~Pi...-,f'i :.'.)7_ds o:' 3auch i Provi nce ", 
Geolo ;~·ica l Survey of l·Ji p;er:i.a :-61J_l letin #4, 1923 . 

Grove , A. 'r . " Land. a:::d Us e and. Soi:~ Conservation on t he J o s 
Plateau", Geolo ~;;i.c ~,l Survc:r o: ~-: i :::·e-r i e, ~22 , Lagos , 19.S2 .. 

Ki rk- Gr0ene , J;,. . E . ?•:. T~:e f :ci:'~ci·:·;le:J of r .=;.:~t:i.ve Admin is-tr'.-:~t i on 
in Ni13·f:r ia: Selec t ed ~ocu mE~nts ·1900- 1947 , London , 0 . 11.? ., 1965 . 

Lug2J:."'d , E' . D .. Poli t i c2.l Esmora.!lci:3. , xe:r·o;raphic COIJY , Univers i ty 
of Ibacl.e,.;.i-i Li brar;y , ·1 906 .. 

Lugard , Lord . PoLtica,l ;,:,21,1or~YJ:ia , 191 3-1 918 , London, Prank Cass 
and Co . Ltd ., 1?70 . 

Lus--:-:.rd , F. D. Hernor;~:1 1i'-..l::: on t he ~::12.x~tion of f!ati ves i n I!o·r_--thern 
Pi .ge·ri a , London , I-Ii'.:".; ::~.a,j esty ' s Statione:-c-y· Office , 1907 . 

I-Te.ckay , R. A., Green.Hoo d. , ::L . ai.'1d ~:oc~:in5·i1s.m, J . -!~., 11 ~Phe Geolo3y 
of the Plat eau rrinfie1ds 0 , 1 ; L~5- l+.Sn, Geolo ,;ic.:2.l Surv e~v- of 
Higeria /11, 1 ':;27 . 

}taeburn , 8ol i n , 11 1.{ i nfielr.is 01 _ assa:::-~ 12- 21,.nd Ilorin ?rovin8CS 11 , 

GeoJ.0 -9:i ca.l Su: ... ve:v of ! i '.,_;e-ri a #5, 192l+ . 

Haebur.n ~ c. and E'a1co.ns-T, H • .D . "? o-:th.ern Tinfields of ]o..uchi 
Prov i nce", Geolo , ·.i c-.:.:. :L ~>u.r-·vey o.f ~.: i ,'~·r,·,~7 _ :--. #:-+, 1:;; 23. 
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II . Sec or,da r'l Sour ces 

.A . Books 

Ad~l f;Y~ 5 . A . Fo't1er. and D-i -olo;;-12..c:r i n :~ o-rt~1e·r n i}i g·eri :"?. . 1 SO.' 1.-

1 906 : r.ihe Sok o·to C.: e.7 .:i. :):: .~:.tc -:-:~1 d its .~:. 0 1n.i. es , Lo:'1do:-: , 
I :Ja rl an =~i s t o:::y 3 -:= r i e.s , -;- o r.~~ ~n ']rou:,o L~d . , 1971 . 

Afigbo , A. ~ - r_r ri_e ' _i=:1 r?:'!?_."'1 t -::-"1.. i. 2fs I:i.:.iir ect :lule i n So-.. : :>.,::::1stern 
l~i ge ::- ia 189 1- 192 ? , ~on5.:i~·: , .L'.Ja·l2.n ~1 i stor:,v Ser ies , t 'J~ ~•;2ox1 
Gro;;_:,:i Ltd . , ,972. 

)_ jayi , .] • P . A. :1nd C:ro \•/i <?r i-. . ( ed . ) Hi s t ory of We st _"\.:r.1c2 .. 
Vol. I , London , Lon -::T &.n ';~v,,. _,1 ~ td ., 1972 . 

.~ jc.Ji , J . ~ . Ad e . Christia_vi 1-~ission s i n Ni _~:~::ria 181.+1 - i -39 1; 
1'hP :·::.>in;? of et :_~ew -~li-te , London , I.on31nan , Green a::-!d. 
Co ., 1 ) 65 . 

All e r. , 1l .t ch 2,..rd . T- =ala~ls ia : Pro s'!Ject a.nd ~e trosnec t , 
Londo~, O.U.P. 1968 . 

Ar1ene , J. 8 . Southern l'. i ,,·eria i :1 'l'r2.:1s i tio:-i 18il:;-1 90t : 
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I t has becone the :9r2,cticc i n a \..,•o:c}c of this type to describe 

and ,;iake some observation s or: t ::-,e me t hodology o: c ol l ecting oral h i story . 

'mis is essentia.l for ea_ci.-_ c o U ectio21 of o···a l h i stcr.1 constitu tes 

constai.vit ad.2~:ptation c..nd inno1.1qtion i:'!. or der to allow f or t~1e :probl e1:1s 

net in ea.eh new ar,2a of stu,1 ::,,- . ~io t 1.·:"C ~ethods 8a::1 be the sar:e as 

~:o two situations are exe,ctl ,y· ·c,,..12 s ame . 'i'herc fo~:·e , ,just as a 

document- based thesis must ;;1e ciculously note e 2.ch ,;rivate paper , book 

or articl e , so too mu s t t'-.e o ,·al hi storian not onl y c ive his sources 

but also his means of h:.J),i i n;, them . I t i s not t o justify a r:ie t ho d 

so_ much as to expl a in the r:1et(i o ci. found mo st useful in a g iven s e-:. tine; . 

Or al h i s t ory also ne ed not be justifieci but it s col l e ction a.n,l 

a pplicR.tion in a j,articuh1.:c- •.':or·k nust be h eld u p to th e li,;·ht of 

r'c is torica.l logic oefore i t c an be acceyted . 

Once t he pro bler:i h ao. b •oen posed a.s to what •,;as the pre- colonial 

"iisto:cy of t he Jes PJ 2. t eau , the i :nmed ia.t2 r eaction was to t m:-n to the 

written sources .. ·These wer e most scacce or at ·:)es t thread.bare from 

t Deir consta.:.vit us e by t ~1e 3:-c .i tish Admi ni s t r ation to d.rape 2. clo2.k 

o f l egitimacy over t ~:1.e t ype o f i:;overn.1nen t t hey wis~e d t he i ndit~·encs 

t o e:.1:p l oy . A wide r perspec C5.. ve ·•,•i2.S ess ential and t :1e collection of 

oral history wa s t he only '.-12,: .. • t ,1 att a i:1 i t . 

In his boo':: Or a.l T,:ad :i. tio 1_i_ 196S, J a:1 ','ai1sina co,1 centra t e s 

com:~1 e tely on sta t e - structu~cd soc.:L e t .ie s (i . e . socie t ie s that :J.re 

presu.c118d to be with t h e necessarJ s t~~,,cture t o b e c ons idered 2. sta te . 
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In many c ases ti.-iis i s mo:2e a c a se of ,·-:ctv.al size than 2.ny ott. -=:r 

f actor . ) \·,Den doing histo1·ica l resc2.rch on the J os :.?1 2.tf?.a.u , i t is to 

t !"'.:. e s olvir1g of tb..e :9r obl e:~1s cf :J ral coll ec tion among the ' st2.t -:: l e~;s ' 

i;o ) c.~ ... ~t i cul2.r a.rea CLC!.d peol1le . It was only by exe.mi ning the se 

picture of a, l i n ec:.g . .::; , vilJ::tete O}:' e.thn ic nation if suer: exi sted. . 

Luc~; o f the pr2- coloL.i.aJ. r1istorJ on Africa i n the past ~as been 

written on nations ·;:hE: t Here ve r.:y co~·iscious of the pos it ion c:::::..J. role 

of thoi:r s tat e v i s - a - vis ot:!0r .. .:: ... f r i c&""l. so8 i cties . ~L'he col lec:tioi: 

o f the history· of t hese stat2q has nai nly been through the I cou.:.:- t 

historiax-1s ' or 2,-riots ·,/no h2.ve g i ven a his -.or.-y h eavi l y we i ghted •,,;i th 

a court t ::-adit i on . i:fit::: t he necessity of r eliable dating by using , 

2 ... mon3" other t t:..iYlbS , royaJ. ge7.ea.l og-.1 , rnociern h i storians in Afr:icu 

f i n ll it ,j_ iffi <;ul t t o f:ce e tt1.ense lves f 1.:·o~ tDe l ure of royal pag-ea.ntr,:,r . 

In order to study muc f" ... s r::a ller soc ieti e s - s naJ. 1 er nur::e::cic2.ll:y 

soc i e ti es ' men tioned a.bove , r, ... , o:::•pJ_ h is -~ o-c7-,· .had. to be obta i r1 e 6. by 

other means . Th8 se so- calJ.eu ,:_, :j_..:-:-:10nt ::1::.:...,- or s ta, te l ess s oc.iet:. es J.O 

bav e t heir O\ICl pol i tic al and. r elig ious s t:c~1.1cture on a smal l e .:.· scale 

bu t l a ck the cou rt chron icler to 1-1ho::1 a histo:cian may ~--'J'O . One jtr~st 

I 
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perforce turn to the indi viclua] clan his"~o ries of t:-ie ethnic gTOUD 

to be exa.mi ned , then from t his to bu:~ld such individua l histories 

into a synthesis of the past . 

;,';ethodolo rq 

After an i n i 'c ial re- connoi tering vi s it of one week in April , 

197 1 t o the Jos Flc.teau , I decided tha.t the l'iost e f fective ,1ay to 

a firmer idea, of the local situation as ',;ell as a better opportu."li ty 

to understand various social and politica1 relati ons i,i ps . 

In August, 1 ~j 71 , I s~ent four weeks ge \, ~_;_"" .. ·b to know the area , 

tra.velling by moto'-·cycle a.nd m2eting some of t he District Reads who 

provided me with some i nformation on possible inform311 ts residin6 

i:1 the ir villages . {I1his was the f irst and only '..~ found the 

Hausa L :mguage particularly useful. As will be noted later , vir tm!.lly 
,, I 

all the oral h is tor.: was collected in ·Lie informant's first l an '-1uai_s·e, 

for Hausa in almost all cases was vi ·:·tue.lly unkno,rti aside from the 

t--p:eetings. 
'1· 

In Ja.riua.ry, 1972 , I moved to the v i ll:.,,ge of Vom , twenty-seven 

kilometres south of Jo s where I resided .for the duye.t ion of my resea:r-ch . 

:co supplement my sources , I went to six soconde.::r~;.r sc ··c ols in 1-:ay , 

and admi nistered a questionnair e to the ~-:,,orm l i ve and l1'orm ~}ix stude:its 

concerni ng sources of histor.y in their vi11 2.3·es·. 'l.1h j_ s information 

I correlated wi th that g iven by the ~)istric t :Eeads . 'L1he object of 

this exercise was no t so mt1ci1 the accu::::·3,cy of whether en indiv5.clual 

-- - ...,.,.,......, 2 .< ... ir. - -yr-..-,.,-,.,,.-..,;,~ . .,: ~~·1• ~~;;.- .-~-~•F,..._~-,_,,;,:;'11.'r~~-:-~~w'!i~t.?'"',R~:ir("·,-:-, :;,•.· . .:..-'-'?"::-'.J-~~~J~~ 
-~-~!Ce&&:11.i:~~ 



was a ls·ooo. informant or not , but r:c :.:·e 2. ua-!: Cer o:z. c.iVC-!rs i ty f:::-07 t:-1.at 

presen ted by t½e .District Le aC. fo:-: ~12 r:12.y wish me to h ear only f2:·o~:1. 

questioneJ , ( 2 ) t ~c,-:; :::e be net as s o c:::. 2 .. t e;_~ ~Jith t :---: e Local Authori t :/• 

I fe e l ",)-:at J-iis i d enti.fication in a c o:;ir:m1 sea.rch for oral h i storJ 

made a great deal of ~i f ferenc2 00 !~.is pe:cfo:C':n;s11ce in the fiel d . 

Overall , I em:oloyed thirteen , ' ' 1ri r;e:rp.:::-e -:: .:; ~:·s . Chi t·d stipulation was 

not nece ssary i n fou ~ ... c2.ses v1h en -;:.he i::1terpret2:c :-:as a primary sc!~ool 

9lace and i n two other c a ses when tt: 1= int2:::·p:r·eters were t eachers 2.t 

a n earby s ;~condary schooJ in Von . I f~i'?l , in all c::1s7~s , that T h,;v1 

rel i able interpre ters f or t hey. were f'J.J.l ,/ co;:,niz :. nt c:· •,.1h,-3..t I ':i :;.n-:.ed. 

t!1ey were asked , ~~-nd more i rI:}JOrt2.ntl2I still , h o-..,; t h ey -..-,ere ans-.-1ere :~ . 
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It was necessary to know as much as possible about the social 

and political structure of each individual ethnic group before 

attempting to trace the- problems of that society's past. To truce the 

clan history approach, one must be acquainted with the present 

political situation in which a clan .f'unctions. This will assist the 

researcher in understanding the interpretation m.ch clan will give 

of the past. Ha.ny times, the past is recounted to settle a problem 

in the present that has a.risen within local government. This was 

e::q,ecially true of the plateau where the colonial and particularly 

the post-colonial periods have produced a greater awareness 0£ the 

bonds of ethnicity. To begin an interview with questions on the 

present would be a great mista.~e, for the informants immediately 

identify the ~arrher with the Local Authority in Jos and present 

their claims in land and boundary disputes. Although such disputes 

were of interest,. I felt they were complicating fa~tors which I 

should initially avoid when introduced to each village or group of 

clans. I pereeived that it would be more disarming as well as practical 

to concentrate on the beginninga of a people and pursue this line 

step by step up to the twentieth centu_ry. By the time a sufficient 

w~alth of pre-colonial material had been gathered, I found I had a 

certain a.mount of rapport with t he elders and the information sought 

on the pre-1935 colonial times was a bit easier to come by. 

:Basically, to understa..-id the changes wrought by colonial intrusion, 

it is necessary to have some idea of the structure of the sociaty before 

1900. 1'he question 'At what point does one begin?' interposes itself 

-
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h e :ee a n a t he 10 :...; i.cal answer i n 2.:1 o~.-::-~l coll e c t i on of this k i ·:d a.p:)e!3..r s 

t ha t :point u p t o t :1is c e::-1tury . I do ~'"lot f e e l ~] Jr1.t a cut off l ine~ i n 

di sjointed ca l l ee t ion o:· i:1consecr_·,.e :-: ti a l f acts or myths . If ~i 1:1e is 

ava il 2bl e , t hen -t}~~e his ·cory of an are a s hould be ;,u r s u ed a s f a r 

~oack a. s po ss i bl e . 

In t erviet;s 

In thi.s \•.ro ::_--l( Qo th i nd Jvi d1..:i.a.l ancl G::.cov.p i nte:r:v ie\·Ts were u sed to 

a c qui re i nfo r r:1 .'.l t i on. , e a.c .C1 ha.v i ~l[; it s par t icular v al ue . 

vi l l age he2,d a. \.,;-=:.:ek i ~ a,1.v anc c , anci 2.3'ree or.!. c:;1,. cla:t e 2J1d t i me f e r a 

meet i n g wi t h ' a.l l t h ose Hho }-:: :1e 1i4 abo0. t 7.-he hi sto::c-y of their v i J. la;c:;~ .' 

I r eques t ed t h 2,.. t ::e i :·1vite a l l t ~1 e el C.e :c s t o co :,1e t o t.he pl a ce 1:!:-~ich 

·was u s u a lly used to:· vi l l 3,L;e rJoe t i n;:;·s . Thi s J. o co.t i on v 2.:-i e d. f::-orn 



i:"l'.'l'Ff'li"'"!i':lll• = }1:ittflriilf~ 

398 

vil l a,2;e ~1 cad or: t l-:e schoo l - master i.;:Jul :-~ int-----o~.uce us to t he cldr?r.s 

and i r:.clude i n this introduc t.ior-! 2_ 0::-::'i ef descrip tio::~ of my ,,,ork and 

t he cle..n ~ ~~- o · ... 0 .1-s is bette::- re:-nembe :red . ?'ni s 2.l lo\•?S the elders to 

ea.eh ElaJ::e a. cont:::·ibution t o t he vi ll2_ge h i story a.:i.d also 2~c ts a s a 

ch eck on histor i c 2,l d i sto:rt i on when o:ne cl-an a :-; se:::-ts its s uperiority 

discu ssion. , to :::-e ac~ 2, consens:J.s and t~1..1.s da.m:pe:r:. clan r iva l ry . 

position by insist i n5 U?o~ his claim ~o o~fice , ~~e se i nsecure 

inclividual s were few in n.u:nbe::- . Gen '--::ra.lly ti'~ 0 e1ders ~·le l d the f loo r 

and t he points rai s ed anci deb a t ed ~;ro l.rided nD t onl:r :tnfo:rmat ion but 

al s o t a.lking i,oints th2,t c ou l d be r2is 9d ir: priv2te ,1i h t he i ~,d.i v i dual 

informant . 

I <i.id no t [ind a t a pe r·ecorcier at all useful .in S" Ch a s :.L tuat i on 

2 1-::.r;Je number of i~1 .: .i v i du ei .. 1 s , prope ?:' J. ~, ~,t i ficat:Lon of a sp22.ker as 

-
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anywhere frorn fou_r to c~i g:':. ·~ hcY, .. trs eri.d so the transcri t ing with 

2.::Hi loc2.l beer. ( n i to) 1.-1 0 :!:' :.- 0 2.-v vi:ieO. I o:: -::: :-:e elders d.urin_g anc.. 2.f te:r 

pr2.ise sonc:::.-s o:c wa.r so:(:'·s -:.: :7.e,t t~_e e l de rs woul d l ike to sing . 

Appointment s were al so r:'.2.Le by r:-.y interpr ::::- t e r with t tose el ders ,,.,ho 

could f l esh out tne ~·:.a.Te Dones of t l:e ;-~_c·oup u eetin§; At times , -'-' . Ll:.lS 

had to be done v e;__~y d i ser ee tly so t ·:1e:ce would ·oe no s o c i a l r C:percussions 

and t h erefore ha <i to -~e }~.andled wi tr :. ca.ce . Outside intere.fe:-ence 

in the more urOaci. :lre~;.s , leng thy dis~:Jutes over a chier lis t , or a 

t l". e v i ll2,g·e he ad i r,.s i st<::(i on allowin2; onJ.y his v ers i on of the loca.,l 

h is t ory in front of abo1..i.t tf',i rty eld ers 2-::l6 t.-1oulcI not al l o•,v e~~:r others , 

a utbority i n t he village about c~:,2 :1undred en ci f i fty ~-t..,2,1·s bt: :'0r e 

r.::...od h e wishe d to ma.l:e s ure I O.ici not lea1.·n ti! .. -.1tj_-s .. 



l!llbti5ii 

l,oo 

w2:.ke it; 2.ype ax- tl":2. t you are cal li::g t::e v.ill az;e he2.d. l.: i mse l f a l i ar . 

·:1hu.:; , I foun d it ·:)est no~ to be cL i :c-ectl:i li:nied wi th t he Local Autho:rity 

unle :..-; s convenient a,l t i:.oug~ J: L12d a le tte:c f::-_-:·om t he Benue :.t late au St a t e 

dependi ng on t.;_1e f~2lin;.5·s of t~L0 e1de:c i. ~1vol v ccl . !'!any tir:i.e s it was 

an inverse re lations h i p , t i1at is t he mc,re• 8-).:.:.::::ated a man ·,,as t he less 

l .i. kely he m2y Hi s h to have h i m3elf reco:::d. cod . Usual l y , then , a no t ebr)ok 

with rri.y i nterpL·e t er to see 2- f we h e..d r.1 i s3ed any- thi ne; . 

I n both .-=_;rou: ·· aI16. i nd i vidu.al intervie~.,.rs t:le q_ues tion forr71 wa3 

L 



--

i nvolve e,s many as possi·:,J..e i n tC·1-e questions otl:2rHis e i;.e gets onJ.y 

the chief ' s cl 2...:.r_:.s ;-:·:e~1 Lave sa,id . Ee ..!..s usu.aJ.ly restrained b.Y t he f2.ct i, 

vi l l c:--:..ge head or :-iis clan can also creaT,e probl ems . 

Fu:!'ther to this , .if there h2,cl only bee ~-:: incii vi clual i ntervi2 ·.'s , 

first to provide so:i1e so:~~t of fra.r.e1,:o:cX i:: to which spec i f ic det.2.i ls 

could be fitted . ()ne could not ha.ve ·oeen c 2.::::-ried out to the eY..clusion 

maintained. . G,ui te oft2n ?P .info:rrn2-nt ' s Ce ;,:-1: ,~c: of accurac.;,r wou1(:. de .::-e::id 

ou t of hand if one part wa s four~d out to be v:rong . 



t h2,t much . Her e ci. dis t i nct j_on wa s Ge, j e b e t ro t hal i.•Ih i e!'1 c ould 

Oe a nyt i s <., i n t.he J..i. f e t :.:.1e of rJ. ma.l 2.:-~d t he bi r -:h of hi s first c h i l d . 

wi l l gi ve a be t t er i de a o f t ~e ~ethod used . 

be acc a pted as ' f a c t s ' i f t o ·:h vill2.[;e s o r t i1c clc--:-:.'1S s..~·:-:·eed BUch an 

co::is eq_ucJnce s ar:.d thus speak onl J ' cood old day s r . 

ii 
l 



t hs.:t t h e })~·e- ~~olon .i2.l chief lists !:":u st a".:"fsct the polities of -:he 

It is :::1o t really :poss i le i!l t his w.J::c-k to plc.ce inforrria.:.1.-ts 0:1 

a gr.a6.i en t sc2.l t:~ r;1s.r~zed rn2:,j o:.:: a ::Q r:1inor . A gTea t deaJ. was l ec.:c·nei 

in the vi 112.ge inte:::. ... v .Le•:iS in 1•1h:..ch ::-io s ing1e pc:!:rsonal .:~ t.y c ouJ.G. Ge 

£-riven credit as tf:.e major con -tri·outor. A fe:.-r , ho·~n;ver , stand out 

and it would be useful he~::-e to list 20;:L:: of t hem fo r t 1,lo ::·e2.2.:.:ns , 

:::.re dis1.::osed o f . ~i.1hus , an ini'o.:.J."!g_nt ne.y oe comtil etely 3.cctL.rate o~ ~;o;r:e 



( 1 ) Ch2.i Ee.np. , Ag9 : 
District H:::2:_d ; 

71 : :~t::nic G:rou _? : 1:~e...::13..1,,ro_ri; 
J,O C-?. ti Q!~: J 8.1 1 / i 7_ 1 ?, i{-2 . 

Occupa,tio:1 : 

to other k.no:.\rledg~ 2..'ol e elders .. Beside his obv i ous v cl ue f or the 

colonia l 1_) (-;riod , ( see text ) he s.nd one or t wo elders 1.·1ere a ble to 

~rovide some i;1sit '.nt into :political 2-nd so ~~ia.l .forrns before the JJ:ri t ish 

arriv2.l . I re t urn-2d a nusnb ,~r of times to t ::e vil1 age -as he wa s ilJ. 

pos i ti•re 2~bout _pr ~- colon i :?.1 h i ~3tor y as !:.e mi ght h::.:.v e b()en but t his 

mi ght ~ave bee:-1 ::-1 -cesu1t o.f h is illness . l~ j s m2..t--~·:rial on t i1e coloni 2.l 

(2) .!5r_~ :\k~,re , 1\ge : 80+; :::,; t··.-:nic Grou·0: Tri. _;;.-;e ; 'le ;uJ;ation: f e.rme r ; 
Locatio ti: :CH2.ll villag e 

As in other cases , I suspected t h8.t -v,.~e first inte.rview with t ~1is 

i nforms.n t sc.r2.tche8. only the S1..l .. :rface o f 1::1at ~-i.e l(nG 1:1 . I teld a cl e.n 

so7e c onfidence i n f ro~·i: C}~ t·10 elde~s 

~-:-'J re dete.i1s of cl a n h i stor.v '."'.0wever c2s1::: ou t i n sorm? de t e.il a--~ the 

te ·M 

i ' ,I 

' ,! 
'I 
I 

::I ,, I 
l ,' 
-1, ,I 
IJ 
': I ,,, ·,, , , 

I 

J 



,.,.,..,.....""'"" Ot/ 

~~~,r,:;~-~-~:~~'li!lt11/&ilii!~~i!f;ll:i<j~~;il,'i]~i,ill!:~~ii.liii!iliiiiiiill"""~!i.l,i,1iii~iaiimtiil.ill:iiUi~ ~.:,:~h 

compound and I fe l -L t :1,::, t I tsai:~:eC. :r.: s conf i dence ::ini t hus et le ;;:, :; t 

a descri~-tion of t h2 judi cial syste~ a s rie knew it in pre- colonial 

Bu j i :Jis -t. :cict s ince 1933 , }_1e ; .. :as a lso i n .:t v ~r J Good :)o3i tion t-~ 

g-i ve 2, de tai l sC. ac count of t he chief ' s role . Al t !1ough i n i t i c~J. l~r c a u tious 

bec ause of 2 11 undue concern over my :::·e l i . .@;i ous lv-<Li. e fs , he even tually 

l ed u s t:o Lhe ne·,•1 si te f or A.n.2,.:ooze fes-:~iv::3,ls 2.-::'l.C.. ci~sc:cibed i n so::1e 

det,:;.il t '.:.e old s ite a t G\·Joboze , 2.. p:ro:ni nent r ock formation so~:1e 

thi r t eer:- k i J.omGtre s o ff ·Ci1.e mai n ~oe,d , ·vJhi c h I h aci al r eaci.y vi ~:i i t ed . 

I a p :prec i a ted h i s conc ern for Buj i his tor :, as 'del} as h is accu:cacy 

i n r ecou~t ing it . 

l)u__rip- 3 ot ( })SelFionym ) , ) .g·e : 
Occu pation : f a~~:1er . 

i .11 f orma~1 t 

nevert~'.el ess eno:-emously u:.3e£'ul fo :-:- he '.1as a.': J s to ou tli:-~e t he co~::':'l :ict 

t hat a:::-ose i n 11.i yor. i n t he la,~~t ce::itury . I ~-:2.d to TJursue h i n to i::i s 

i 
I 
l 
i 
l 

j 
I 
l 
I 
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co in-pour..d Go ge t f1is vi e·\',;s 0 ::.1 tY .. c~ :n ::-esen t ruler of' h is villa[,'i:-.: 2.r1c1 

n •~ers thc,t t h e villa.g-e bee..d \•.iould le 2-J:T1 o f· his t-=3.lki ni to me , h e outl i ned 

as m:.1ch as he kn2v a.bou t ttl~ usurpation of t >:e c:!·1i,9 :!:'taincy i n t hat 

~-·=a.duzu E2.-~c.~-.r :.!C::) , ,,_\ge : 90 + ; i~t}:n 2- c Grour:i : _} i :ro:"J ; 
f;s.rc.e:r ; i .c<::?. t i. c:1 : Vom ,.-·ill 2. _;·2 . 

Occu.pat .io:--, : 

his role as :Jist :ric t Eead 1~sc;_wn,_~ a sr.:.:ries oi .:j u s .:,.;-: f ica.i:.ions f or h :ls 

"f uru , Chugi e11cl J.i'u:~le , fo:r:- :'.1.i s 2xi t fro!Q thj_s a:::·ea liad no t cut h i :n 

verifying informa.tion obt 2. in -::;d ~;i ·vt::~1 t~ie asove r:ese:-cva,tions . 



( 1 ) Yoruoa , ,::.· c?le.nt ( v::·efers t o :c2zc2.i ".l ar1onynous) , Age : 70+ 

of h i mself an.CJ_ his expe:-c-i ences an.6. !1o·~ :-_is imnre s~:; ior·s of or :'"\~ e1i ngs 

t owards the i nd i-:~;e:',f1S of the plc-:.tee,u . T'.1is , 01 cou rse , uas us eful . 

f'lcrch:::.nt ; .Lo c:--1 tio-:1 : J os to•..,;n . 

.Ff:.e ma .. l. la;il did not sr'.o• .. ,- t:le sarDe 

J.l latecru and his own v e rsion of ~;:r-e- col onial history was that th{? . I 
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(3) r.rona '°to~<: ~-30 -: , ~th:1i c C-:ro·:.1 r : -_~ iro:2 ; C::CU".7:1 ti c r-. : -Ti s'._) io!"l.e.rJ ; 
Loca tio~·- : } __ i)_.:.~u . 

~:·ar ti c1J.laTly useful for the mi ss:ioI1 s 22:-:-.s to !~ave :".ad its most exte!"lsi ve 

of sorr:e of t !_:_e rni ~;siona,rie s i n J os , I f elt it 1.-;a s better for a more 

o bj ecti ve intervie·i:.r not to be \:.i :-cec tl:r cc:t.1ricct e::i •.-1i t~ them . 

Outside l'·! i r~eri a 

·.::orked at any t i me in thi s pe:. ... io6 hEJ;ve -.c-etu~:n cc: t o ·th 0i r nativ e cou.n t r .i. es . 



of those •.·-rho still have financia l o:-- ot:-12l' inter2s ts on the ?, l 2. t 2~:.u 

and d i d noT wish to spea::: of t :-.:e ::>as t exce:;t to uresent i t to ;:~e i r: 

(1 ) John S . S:.rns::.:;~ , 69 , Irish , Co vcrnnent Cff j_ec r·, 3 c.ll i ~g l c n , 1:-:-c l;m d. . 



t hat ·the @i ssionaries resented his in Z'lucncc on t ~ 0 i nai genous 

1930 a.:..-..C !~.1e s c arri ·?d out his tas~:<: as t ho rouf::hly as possible . In my 

i n t ervi ew \·:i t h h i m, he con firrned. that rrm.ch o f hi.s i nforr~a.t ion c c.me 

fron t he Assessm-2nt and Intelli~;ence r~eyorts aJree.C.;/ vr.rit-tgn Out he 

governm -~n t a tti tu.des towc.rcls ind j_ Tect rule ;.:nd. t~x.: uti l ization o~· 

ant!lro:polo ;s-y on the ~nlate;n.i . 

(3) W. Collins , 69 , ,,;nglish , •rin Liner . 
rr . Penha.le , 76 , l~cli s'-1, Ti n Ei ner . 

Thi s intervi ew, for t .:1-e c onvenienc:e of both .intervi.811/ees , too~~ 

p lace i n I'·1r. Pe n bale ' s re s i dsncs . 1~r": is }fr.oved. us(=fu 1 t o t he 

in:tervi~wer ;.:.i,s t here was much t ::10.t each could cl1eck t.!'12 oth9r on . 

to the late 1950s a~d , once ·t~ 1e i.nevi t2hls •·tall tale s ' were out of 
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1,iork desc~i ption , 22d 

occur 8ut i n Vito:. a ' s c ~?~ se h e 'l.-.r3.s v2r;.r clear as to i:1c idents and 

pe:?:'sor:a,l i tie s . 

information p ::ce se ted in t}:is t~:es i s . It is =1011ed t!_·1 ;3..t it wi.. 11 a,dd 



, __________________ ...... , .... a-ZIIIN«Mf'.'"W""li!"'"""=---ftU---•re;-·g~ -

:DI ~":':..: I ·-~··? 
Vi llap_·e 

_!.J '.O 
.:~:1CJ La -S~~o 

A.nCJ K·.-tofo 

Af311g 

Ky eng ( 13achi t) 

Luwa 

Shonong 
(0s11ono ) 

Sop (Assoo ) 

3irorn 

Bi ron 

! ; 12 

--- ~~ "C.,.1u _ibc _'G 
Le.x:d •y,.; Or:_;_ 5 e::·e 
ZukJ.l 2..r1g .:~=:::--e:-ia 

)J-: i nga Kasuw2. 
( Sarkin Fenciana) 

Jebu J3u re 
Bur e Uaz2.t1 
Baj~: G\·.rok 

J ore :D2.c~ycu1g 
Darian:;· C-2 .. n g 
:Bad·u.nJ_:s Loo 
Ganz; Danka 

Gwok ]anbang 
Ka:nvut Gwon{; 

J angwok J:;,su 
D.s..n Je.::-,?n;;· 
De.C.u E::1ng-a. i 
,<'oi Jat,,.u 

·.:::achu ~1i:._< Uado~: 
1/uri•:.': J2.1"lC,f ?. r.:. ~-;· 

AG'E D_i1I1~~ 

50 ?? /3/73 
77 23/9/7 3 
76 II 

70 II 

so II 

75 " 
55 22/9/73 

3L, 15/2/73 
65 II 

73 II 

31 13/2/73 
73 II 

i6 II 

85 II 

3L;. 12/2/73 
14/2/73 

75 12/2/73 
69 12/.2/73 

14/2/73 
80 12 /2 /73 

72 13/2/73 

)48 1)j2 '73 
73 " 
69 II 

58 II 

37 23/2/73 
/0 o,, 
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BU.TI 
Eµji 

D'U 
Du 

Kabong 

Shen 

Buji 

;5UJl 

i:char a 

Biror;i 

I3irom 

!\fus ar o-
J i r:ow 

L: 13 

JemaJca Jo ; ol 

Baoa Suna 

~J2..:na j i 1·2 ~1,,.::.-..r _::-i 
Zaure Ku /;'?.ciu 

Dankar i · ' i ;:·i:c·arn 
3awa Kugad.u 
Goji Dente 

}~gsnu 1<u s2.J .... iJ. 
F.kal 2. Ou:ya 
Ge.do Asel0 
I-iaj i ~0. :i{u ;:L.l.:u 
Ku nku ~---;- a s·u.l e 

Davou : ·a ta. 

Chwa~1g ~c . ... (;'~ -- b 

Ea11d2n g Gy 2n~;· 
?em Gya:1g 
Hant!'; ;,1:-i~; 
ft.in c; y ar1;-
3o t ~": 1.,12.n;· 
Ze.ng -~~.t 
J.i:1 ·~1ok 
Fon Zi 

~3ambo Zi 

:-7y a m Zi 
1.-.~an-3· ll.J.!1,::;-
Gyen~· Cho.l l 02. 

Gy;:1.,."lg Pmn 
Rap_p :_JUD.g 
LJy ?J:l Sadi n.'._:,· 

63 29/7/7 3 
Li/8/73 

86 29/7 /73 
1/8/73 

7'5 29/7/73 
78 11 

31/7 /73 
70 29/7 / 73 
71 

)) 28/7/73 
86 11 

30/7 /73 
70 28/7/73 
72 II 

7L1 II 

57 31/7 /73 

1iO 31/7/73 
83 II 

74 
78 " 
76 " 

., r' 

.:n 11/3/73 
9/8/73 

75 11/3/73 
78 11 /3/73 

!+8 19/ 8/73 
75 II 

So " 
70 
67 " 
72 " 
71 11 

7 8 13/9/73 
78 11 

70 10/ 3/73 
83 It 

69 
70 " 
70 II 

bCJ 
7S " 
79 " 



?;_: ! 
i:{aI' 22': 

'I1a.fa.;1 

FOinfrI 

Kmna 

Kapwis 

Ket 

i/a fok 

Ron 

.Afusare 

:Birom 

Afusar(; 

Afusar e 

Afu sa.re 

13 i .-r·oG 

Biro:a 

Javou Za.."'lg 
~·ok Zi n 
JJ.Y'. (s' ':,yang 
J o se 'J:1 : ~a;1k1.1on 

:,:i ;":"t ~:· · .. : ;:_.?:_ 
? a -~·. :--s~ 
Ji:::;:.· -~o-t. 

0~1a.ri '.i.1iri 
Vou J 2.dusu 
?.aill Gya.ng 
Fam .:1.i n i 
L"ung :)i.1su 
3hut 3o t 

:Bo t J's'.:>k 

D'v.ng Xc t 
F2.m ~sok 

1:;ang l12..i!1 
r:i:s o>.: Ciung 
:=>usu :£i,.i"ere 
.£:..rum 1·:• .. ,erc 
Chw1 ·2'1sok 

2)ur: i; :-;:~u~c; 
S!1ut l..::.g;.vom 

:--;· c1on ~; Chu1 .. 1vng 
I-Iwere Pam 

68 

65 
85 so 
76 

TI 
69 
73 
69 
69 

76 
74 
72 
72 
69 
71 
73 

80 

71 

58 

4L1 

35 
73 

30 
71 
76 
80 
60 

58 
75 

67 

79 
90 

11 / S/7 3 
1~;/S/73 

II 

II 

11 

.. - · / 0 /.-i .... 1;:,;D/ 1J 

6/ 9/73 
II 

II 

" 
" 

5/9/73 
11 

I! 

II 

" 
II 

11 

11/: 2/7'3 

16/1/73 

16/1/73 

15/1/73 

n/1/73 
" 

18/ 1/73 
" 
II 

II 

!I 

1:;/1/73 
1:i/1/73 

15- /1/73 

1°:/1/73 
19/ 1//3 
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R1L°';g Birol'l Chwu "\:: __ Gya.ng 76 16/1 /73 
Zabutt Birorti P.2.1.1 lo t 78 14/1/73 

Gyan6· Bot 69 II 

Dung Z2I.1 69 II 

18/1/73 
Pa ... :1 Dt.e:g 88 1Li/1 /73 
Hwere D~.gul 74 II 

Thr"" ---6 3ot 73 " 
Gyan,;· C/1unc 100+ II 

15/1 /73 
Pas .; ::=.n :s 59 14/ 1/73 
Shu -t 8-ti'Oill 53 " 

G;~ S:-U S'.{ 
Ka--1<:aruk ~8iror.1 Nyoro Gwo k 61 5/3/73 
( Gashish ) 6/3/73 

La.rnba ·.,_'a::1g 74 5/ 3/73 
Gyang r :asok 74 " Bature .J e::-ig 74 " 

6/J/73 
B2.re n'.:_· ';hong 72 5/3/73 

GnaI· /ifusa2:·e/ liabas 1'',mdyo 75 V3/73 
3 i rom Duka ?- :2-.-'.:'en 55 If 

i"Tat a--...1i Pan 78 11 

t,Ia..Yli::2- i lla fol 40 If 

I-ia.ful2J ";yem 77 11 

5/3/73 
Hafa11 !·languk 69 !1/J/73 

lfongwan Afus2.re/ G2.i 1-:2.1-·i n L,o 6/J/73 
Bi ron Kdong Dakwo 78 " lfa.rin :112,ko 87 " 

Lang-a Ec . .ful al so :r 

J3cLYlg?... lTalan 79 rt 

Ruku Ro:i./ Gy ant; i•'.,?.sha.t 26 7/3/'(3 
3irom 1-Tanga.i Chen 68 11 

l'iahana.n E\,;el 73 II 

~I:{Dt?.·: 
Gincliri Pyern I·:atto Ja1.;:e~t 1+3 1\/12/73 

Yarim2. ?ate Go " 
:Py em Go.j i l 'yem Kes i n Y2..k 79 13/12/73 

I ·, 
·1 
' I 
i 

l. I, 



G\10 :iG 
G1·10ng 

~y- ,s· 
l, ,_:,i., 

Gy<:,l 

Ban 

Chit 

Pahng 

Bi rom 

3 i rom 

;:; hi 62. }Ju.~ :~~2. 
r.aya ::;ya.::-~ou 

Ja.tau l'unu 

DJ.n6..o 3-J.nu 
Sat 52...,."'1dor:2a 
·--:: s.fiya 1:0~5..ong 
_..:._gbe;-:1u ,:=-a.ya 
Igem .:': .. f c.n;;c-2; .... .ra.i 

i'-l ~-~·2. Jj2.,~sf 2-~::s 
Dot lJJ.ns·oai 
D2.vou Dander~eng 
Dahwo1 Choma 
:Dangy2J1z· Ja 
Pam :Do ji 
Dung Kwa 

Gyan5 Eai 
Jaki Hang 
r.:'ija 1:Ja...-n.g 
Dahwol 3e.li 

Ja ?am 
Fam D.·,12 .. ::::e:; 

?am Fun 
Dung I'arr, 
?at1 ~ i n 

Gyang Chomo 
Rot lorn 
''J:iri G,,,om 
Dung Kir:1 
Adamu Davou 

Sa1nbo ~J2,.\·ou 
Bosh Dadu!i.g 
Shut Fdo~ig 
Gy e :1 g If:.J.Yl ;· 
Vou G'::Ot 

73 11 /7 /73 
n " 

12/7/73 
71 11/7 /73 

1!r/'7/73 .'! 63 ,1/7/73 "] 

77 " ,i 
5S " l 
50 It 

!f 78 12/7/73 
16/7./73 

77 13/7/73 i! 
·I 

l 
47 16,/8/73 l 83 It ! 
77 It 

71 It 

73 It 

55 16/8/73 
70 17/8/73 

18/8/73 
86 17/8/73 
55 It 

71 13/8/73 
76 F)/8/73 

69 21/ 1/ 73 
8J " 

23/1/73 
78 21/ 1/73 
90 " L,5 2°!;/1/73 

72 22/1/73 
69 " 
1.,6 " 
69 It 

30 It 

~r' 
.)'.) 23/1/73 
75 It 

69 It 

71 It 

78 " 
69 " 
71 " 



417 

Pomwol Bi rom Cr1oji Chol ~on 69 21/~/73 
22/1 /73 

1-la ? i rr, 13 i rom J a to Cyeni>: 69 21/1 /73 
Jer.ie ?.wa.ng 81 II 

25/1 /73 ' ! 
:UUng ·J:i r- i 88 21/1/73 I 25/1 /73 

'l'apo 3irorc. ,Juku Gwonc 73 26/1/73 I 
I 8nollo;r, ? wa 80 " l l ry 2Ji1 Ch· .. :e 69 " 

D2.vou :?orr: 78 26/1/73 ·I 
1, 

-;,ot For:i 60 " I 
T.ar i Gwong 71 II I 

Ta.too 3irom Gya..11g· Dung 73 21/1/73 
rl c.;.yc.ng '.~sok 37 23/1/73 ;i 

J AL 
Jal Go.n.s. \•n.1r i ,"JU\·12. Ch.ai 53 22/8/{3 

Dankim Godze 73 II 

23/8/73 
Fbong· D:mg 75 22/8/73 
"D2.f anc; D?.kum 70 II 

23/8/73 
Iiandong } 12.i 72 22/8/73 

23/8/73 I ' 
Cho!TI ,·'j irn 79 22/8/73 

23/8/73 i }'wai Jon6 75 22/ 8/73 ' 
G-y2.ng Ki t 80 24/ 8/73 
l~e t Gya1,.5 70 II 

Chai Hang 68 22/8/73 
8/12/73 

K11alrni Afusare/ Chai Kai 68 23/8/73 
Ga.na~.,,,uri 

J ER'2: 
3akiD Zo5i i,ir:ioro Basa Ou-t2 c:, 20/7/73 / ./ 

Ga'sa:c-m; Y ~1.n ~~a 55 II 

Gu su ( Gu c<sur.i ) J -?re S2dou Li mbo S7 21/7 /73 
?-~adey D:i.r~ :10 57 " 
Pu.rat a 3? .. I)n i 70 II 

Aza Ishaka 77 II 



,Jere 

PeEz.._;2.r1 a 
( Z9...1laki) 
Sanga 

KURU 
Kur u 

,Jere 

.Jere 

Birom 

t-.. :::i·--. -:;•y, ·••d·,~re ... ~o rr~o 
0~10 c:la :? a 6.u 

Ba..Ciye Gic.Oia 
Jo j a Ki~ri,·/2.::--.i 
Ke:-:..;e G-·,,.:adj e 
~2. --~1;:,::_ja .:~0 2. i 

:-:2..,::2.IT1u fa_u_-ju 
Ga.rOa Z2~0e 

Soba. ? okolo 

Baleri . _Uas uk 2. i 

:?"waj ok ·]2.li.yop 
(d . 1973) 
Gy 2.ng Chun&: 
Jee. .J 2.t2.u 

E2 ... r1dung Suku du 

Dun g \iet 
Dung ? ar1 
i·>~.::.1dieng- }'w2 .. r1g 
Javou G!1une 
l':and.ut Gwok 
l}J.n? Gwot 
?·lanC.un2; :CU.mbei 
C':-10,;-.o Ch.un 

Gabe Kyer i ~na 

1.:".12,3 .. 1.-1i l:J ~r:::r. :e 
Oda\-J Sti~r.;t: 
:3 2~ri J.l3.nktir i 

?0°::2. Unkoo 

77 
68 
r·' r.J 
")/ 

61 
68 
7S 

43 
45 so 
40 
77 
I ' 

70 

70 

70 

36 

49 
TI 

80 

77 
69 
95 
53 
78 
81 
60 
76 

71 

80 
86 

78 
80 
71 
' ,, 
L~tJ 

86 

'71 

1s/·7 ..:73 
II 

2J/7/ :'3 
" 
II 

II 

28/7/73 

10 h /71 
,/ ,' L / I -

" 
19,'7 '73 

fl 

II 

23/ 7/73 

21/ 7 '73 

25/2 / 73 
28/? /7 3 
25/?/ 73 
25/;/ 7 3 
25/2/73 
25/2/73 
26/'?./7 3 
25/2/73 

II 

" 
II 

II 

II 

19/'.c/73 
26/!~/ 73 
19/, / T3 
19/ , /·:' :: 
26_/ .... .. 73 
19/' __ /7 3 
23/ L/73 

II 

II 

27 / ! / 73 
23/,_/ 7 3 
? ,., _, , /,7--.. 
,_I I,- / , J 
? ! ~)/ / 73 

_.,;,.-,.,,.,..,.>· ,,..., . ~ . 

I 
1 

l 
l 
i 
i 
i 



I·Ii 2.ngo 

RIYOI·; 
Jol 

Kwi 

Kwogo 

~1ahoss 

:~ i m 

3irom 

3iroi'l 

3i:r·om 

3 5. rotn 

-J irk i -d!1i2. 
·L1aeg·be ~-:k i 
Yeshe Jikwe 

! iga Ihe 

8::-12,.yi Ze 
:-:a.:rid.e .. r2. Is~1 e 
Juzo ~ze 
,J a ; cha 

XHon G'..ro~< 
Pan Davi t 
Dafoll Darien 
Dadon G· . .;o ;1 
Gye.n g Feyet 

·r3ot Vo"J. 
llin Ki u 
? am Dachu::1g 
:;~y 2-1. rig· -Ju r, c 
-- ~Y8ll{':," )Jal iyof) 
Pn .. rn Davou 
_ ·~ang- Gyani~-
iJavou Pc.n 
Daliyo~o De vou 

C~y2i11g 8-2.doo 
·:~'hunE ?-,,.ro1 
C:-am :~o:-::-1.-1e 
D,Jn LaJ1c}:.e 
Eanchc.:.l Lan::,yang 
Con Gwon0, 

.Oa.li:ro ;:: ·:.0 .. -~:l)a 
})achv_;:;. ·: i'.~l f] 

Don 1-;..::i!1c·_-,.:1ng· 
Zarn Ko:i _~y~x~g 
Za.iu So·:1 _., 

Jato :J?.li:,·op 
Abo D:.-i,cbun;;_· 
Chung Ja11 :, _) t 
3 i.to Ha:;, 

7S 2Lr/i.1/lJ 
71 II 

86 II 

26/Li/73 
73 24/0,/73 

26/L_/73 
70 24/L./73 

26/i,/73 
74 2h/h/7J 
68 " 
73 11 

82 26/h/73 

70 30/1/n 
80 II 

32 II 

60 11 

56 It 

56 29/1 /73 
73 ll 

73 It 

L(7 11 

',., 4t II 

71 II 

~,- II )0 

69 11 

72 11 

27 1/2/73 

' . 

r 
83 II 

69 II 

So 11 

69 " 
85 II 

39 31/1./7 3 
7}-4 " 
73 II 

75 " 
85 " 
52 Jo_/ i / 73 
L16 28/,/73 
69 " 
7S II 



- •••*••---..... ....__W7i>C'OO,~--------------

?ahos2 

P.ON 
:Boklcos 

ROPP 
Gafat 

Gassa ( Zassp_) 

K1,.,rok 

Lab2.ri ng ( Ro:pp ) 

1-laro.t 

T'Iazat 

Sho 

?on 
(Dc.ron ) 

Birom 

3 i ro ra 

Bi ror~ 

} on 
(~2T')~~!) 

3 iror:, 

1.20 

/1.:. t 4 -;1,-:on~-~ 
.Jaliyc;y :16.on,:T 

~Js.,J.i:.rc .:.'J :Td.ong· Laz e 
G:'lu.ll1,1 .. r.: ~2x1 l~.rong 

_.~1..-:-· J ,..,--: oj_ ?2s~ 
,;a l•>:;..::.}:wor, 
_: d2.w Jo~: 

) e..vo,_·. :z;.::,~ ~-
~2.ho'...:.: :;.;_x~:;,;::i.r:1 

::al i~.:-c--:· 32,(iu .ng 
J ?~ t o ::_)2:liyop 
D2.vou =~1."Jr:1c 1:•ie t 
i'L2.ndyc.r:g· Z ~:iJ1 ::-7,·!a..rn 
Jc:to Jai:i0l 

L ich2,el !:.~:.enchi 
Yo:'1r.:..r.na. s, __ :.:~~ j ·•.-:e.n 
!1Iage:::o ·•)ie~ 

:-:)e:11.-2 :.;ur:g-
G;/ anE,' ?ot 
Tok "Ji en.~?; 

1-:2vsh2.t ·,_.;,et 
? 2.m ~]-: t 2.nf_;·a. 
I(a;j or:. --.3e:-:;h 
Jugu Gy~x::.;· 

1..:.1..ljwe J'J:1.ti::·.i 
Pam Gya1£; 

71 
69 
'{1 

68 
75 

7Q ,v 
!,O 
60 
76 
70 

30 
65 
35 

72 
73 
56 
83 

40 
78 

55 
75 
77 
7,3 

83 
L.O 

23/1/!J 
" 
11 

JJ /1 /73 
2J/1 /7 3 

11 

31/ 1/7·.3 
7 /9 / 13 

3-1, ,..i ,//j 

30/1/73 
29/ 1/ 73 

II 

" 

12/S/73 
ii 

21/2/ n 
II 

II 

" 
21/?./73 

19/2/73 

18/2/73 
II 

II 

21/2/73 

20/2/73 

j~i/2/73 
" 
" 



2lJK~A 
Binan ;_::·s 

Ohit 

Op<. :a.ra ( Ujja) 

Zagon (KaJ:kek ) 

Kere:::.g 

f\;_lle 

Gtug i 

l-t_i_;_kuba 

J.uV:uba 

Rukuba 

Sura 

J3 irom 

Bi rorn 

d:--1kok /1.bu 
Olur,g -~,j ok 
.Aso}:a. tr1;;a 
Aiyi.ki lj::oci.•J. 

Ijc. A~c2.:~Jc}: i. 
.Ak i ku )..rl ~_---i:lca,l a 
.Ayiju L:Ju.J. kci:1u 
Ai:C/U A2 c1~12-t 

Itap :\.ch~k c~ 
Akpi Iku 

A~;u n. 1~j asi 
Oc;ai /· f ;l,Z? 

T7 

70 
78 
T7 
81 

78 

70 
75 

77 
60 
71 
53 

Li8 
68 

78 
73 
68 

9'' / 

50 

75 

Da sha.k I·h•lc.n j el 90 
( onl:.'" female i nforman t) 
G-i rJ ba Ye ~t 2.Dan L~6 

T>av ou =>~-1 i.YO!) 
t-!1.,r2.:..-1k 1,.;0[1 .J·:;:vou 

3aJ.u;.i ; ;· Ja :,,c-
UE..J~VOU :~_yo ;3 

:? a,m Da2<:2.i 

·"Jhehu ~-~E.iEi 

1-·;adu{)J. r=2.~-idyene; 
(no\1 li vi.nz in 
Vo:-n- Keii una ) 

l,8 
7? 
69 

58 
61 
69 
h1 
58 
93 

19/1 /7 L~ 

21/i /7 !_( 
" 
" 
II 

23/1/7L, 

20/1/7 ;( 

23/1 /fo 
" 
" 
" 

22/1/?Lr 

21/1l/Lr 
!I 

II 

26/5/73 
18/1 /7L, 

!I 

22/ 1/14 
II 

15/12/73 

,28/8/73 
II 

II 

31/ 8/73 
... 
" 
" 
" 

26/1/ '!J 
1/ 9,./7.5 
5/9/73 



L:22 

Vwanr; 73 2 / f, /7 3 
2 /8/7~3 
? /8/7 J 

1 • 

2 . 

J. 

5. 

7. 

.Bi r o~ 

J 2,.y-,_~-=-~l ~)o 3"~D 
J at-~_iJ_ ::t1 2~lek 
I '.SDC ~:a. Dayi 
'~~--:. :..:..~-::h -~~yan ; o 
:e 2 2- j i }:1,,on 

69 
73 
83 

73 

If 

" 

If 

~.:.- r r: J2.l.i?0 '0 
Gya:c..~~ -.:-.; ,::,].o 

~Ja l l:...-: - .=?_:ici ierig 

48 
83 
68 
70 
75 

29/3/73 
J'.)/8/73 
30/ 8/73 

.'ota l , .us be:r:· o f InformaI1ts : Jl!3 

Sir Ceci l Ames, A::~e : 75; ;;osition: :Po l itical Officer ; PlP:.Ge : ~Jath , 
Somerset ; Da. te : ?.6/8/72 .. ~-: i :te ,yec.1.rs on Jos 1-:·1ateau 2,~:- a, ::.1 i s t:cict 
O~' f ice :r: , t ·0.e n jo ;_n 1_;d 3u 0. ici ~l.=- J ~:}")2.rtnc-::nt ar~d s 9 -:? n t r e::-.:_; _ _i ~-1d.e r 
of ce .. reer in ~)iC=r:r-:t Leone . 

::·:leverend Go rdon J)e e.c~·r.5.i!;-1 , 3 . 1 •. . . .:.i s ~.; 1or12:ry ; Sebring , Fl o~··i.d.2. ; 
20/2/74 . St e. tior112ci i-~ 1 t :02le::1 ( C~ombe ) and r1on- l·~osl e r:i c .. :.: Cc-y~ 

( ,Tos) for over· 35 y ec'.1'.'S ::ier;i nninc; in 1921. 
Al'r..a -ji Us=an Bello , 70 ; U:1;~0,1a Head ; ;::,'ukmu ; Lr / !.1/?J . 

I•Iessen c;ei" .for l ·X . 11. .. ,Jns -~-~ i 930s and 19L~Os . 

110:'le. l'ok J3ot , 70+ ; S . U. ;,;. iiiss fon a ry ; Kuru; J/9/73 . 
One of the first :Sirol'ls to ·:,e b aDtized . Has worked for the 
miss ions in Kuru sinc e ·:::ie 1 ~~t e 1920s .. 

lla liop Shm ranr;,- , 60+ ; S . u . Ji . i·Tic;si.onary ; ?orum; 27/12/72 . 
Has work ed at prir:ia:::-y s choo l ~ii. c:'1u:rch i n F'orurn for ovc"I: 
fo::-~.Y y e e.rs . 

W. H. Coll:i. r, s , 69 ; :rin r:i n e:::- ; ·'l.ed:--u th , Co:n1',:a11 ; 23/fl/72 . 
Spent i h ii·ty- e i ,:;~1.t y ea~s OYl -: ;--_:: .J0 s .?1 2.teai .1. as a :r:ros}~c ct.o r 
and rn:i. ,1 e::: . 

11 -i -- y -. 7 Cook- 0 C: '"11 • Politi·,..~ 1 e r .. ·','i"1:r-i-:-. ,, 'o ~ t h·v,·oorl ,', ·-·L"' Lle ~s e·v • = ' '9/71 r2:- ·11/s/72.- ,c. -- - -- - ,. , , "· ' ' · 0 
· A , 

Stationed alno s t ,,.,holly :i.n er:: i r ;cit:, s of 1-:ort>,ern Ni geria . 
Res i d ,-=;n t of Pl c) t eau Provinc e 1961 - ( 3 . ? a ther wa s one o f 
fi r s t tin oiners . 



8. n2 t1.lr.e Dart;.""('-r 2~:--1:;;- , 
EX- politician 

L2 J 

:-' :.-2;:.,~1e;e (>::;;.~:---:c:i.l l o .r; L/.t . . :os ; 
pr.:J rr..i.nent ?. i :-:-o::. lea.rlt~ r . 

23/11/72 . 

9 . Iie~l1 arr: J :J.~12.0.e,, c::, ; J~r::.r- :~h ~r:.t ; t;c3 ; 11/9/73 . 
}

7 ormerly employ 2d ir: tie J es Lo :::.: 2. l -1 .. utho::_.._.. i ty . 

10 . Fc:~ tr.ick futotTi , 51t; L . r~•.E . J·.I . e ru:p.l oyee ; ::3uku ru ; 7 / 1/73. 
Secre t:::.2:y i n the fifties to Local l:..ci..rr: inistration i n Jos . 
Pel i tici ?.E i n })ii--o :-c. '.:1ribal -J::1 io::1 "J_n til 19~6 . 

11 . :Je:cr,2.:co. F;, .. · ~6 ; _i;.d::,i r,i st·2tiv2 C::':ic:e~·; Gxfo :cd ; 8/9/72. 

12. 

1J . 

1938- 63 , ·,-_ -_ j_ geria a·:---,d r:r,J. c:1 of ":Qat time \-10.s .spent on t!10 
Jos ? l a't-?~.u. in t}:.e 2:rrtiqui t i :_0 ;-:; i ,.,, ___ c:._ tn~-i:.t . 

H. G. F2~·.:.·: ·3.r.:.~ , 86 ; s.u.r·. i•:issionary ; .SYlfiel ~ , 1-:idcilesex ; 16/8/7 2 . 
:F1orty-fi ve years in l'~igeria both as a rni ss.:.onar;--f and c..n 
ac1-:-iinist:rator Vli thin 3 . U . l,l . 

De Dusu. Gy an,3: , 85 ; S . U. l-~ . Fiissiona:::-y ; Vv:e.ng- ; 30/8/73 . 
Ba:ptized about tJ1 e S.?T1 e tir::1e as rroma r.i:ok Bot . FTom Po-: , 
wi th mtlch o f l-1 i s c~ __ ret)r spent it·. \{Hang . 

1)4 . Y,ir. ,be. i ie r chwt ( TJrofe.' 3 t o ::cem2.i.:·1 ano ny,;ious), 70+, Jos ; h / 12 173. 
Itinerant :L".lerchant i n 1920s 2.11d. 19J0s 1::~10 l ater settled in 
,Jos Division . 

15. U:::-hobo ,rin 1-:iner (prefers to r e'11ain anonymous) , SO+ ; .Jos ; 27/ 11/73 . 
Li ved on Plateau a J. mcs t 2.JJ h is l i fe ~::.a.s been involv,;d i n 
ti:0 mi ning since a ver:/ e arl y ae-e . 

16 . -:•,)J . :.:: . I<itche11 , 71; I-:ines Oi'Lc:er ; London; 23/1 1/72 . 
1-irri ved in Ei ge::c·i a 1 ))22 2.s Je~:-1:r tns-n -t of ~-Li ne s offic ial. 
St 2.tioned or1 Platea;u (i~1 Jos) f'or al2os t ~en years . 

17 . -:+Jeve:::-end E . Or(i lv_i_e ; S . I . II . iiiss.io::1a1:y; 3ebrinc; , Florida; 18/1/?Lr . 

18 . 

19 . 

-,.,,-o rked on a:n.cl off t.~8 Jos Pl•--;.te:::,u fo:r over forty yeaTs • 
.S ta.1cion2d in E.i ango 1920s as ~-1s·J.1 as Jos /~a.gun . 

Daniel o .-jo, 72; I'Jerc:hant; llukurn ; 9/12/73 . 
J.;.rri v ed O:'t !?J.o:tef~,li. a -:' t 0r 1:.for1rl ·-.. r~:::· I to tr::~ I-2 IIas ro1:1r:. i ned 
on Jo s ::!_J l aieau e ve:::· since . 

:·r :?enhal e , 76 ; rl1 i n I<iner ; n.edrutL, ·:;~; :-:--nwa11 ; 23/8/72 . 
Th irt,y- f i,,re y-ea.-:c-s on 3e>s ? l a t e :::: · ~. s m.i~er nnd. mine a dr;~i r..is t:t.·2 .. tor. 

?O . J ovc:e Pla:vfa i :r:·, 85 ; s . 1.; ; . Viis sion"~·/ ; 'I'oron to , G?,nada ; 8/10/72 . 
F'orty- .fou r years in :)J ~; t?au are a . ":-:er husban c1 , Guy ~Pl .::.-:.y fai:r , 
~,a s -one of S. I . M. F1ield Directors i n Jos 1923 on . 



21. :r;.e ve:r:encl H. G. Pott -~r , 71 ; s .r .~~ - .. 2..s s 1.onar.y ; ~XT:1ou t h , De .. ,ro r ; 
- · 22;sl12 . 

·-,-.rorking in 13.i.'1f_;"t~?..L..:.· , \T;.;-,· :-:: !_s: (at hos_0 i t3..l) ancl l'~on:3v for over: 
tb.i:c- t y years . 

22 . D.;l.vi d ~-~ou'.r,~~~ , 69 ; s .r .~·-: . Liss5 .. one..r:,; ; ·Toro::.'1to , Ca-"13.d a ;" 9/10/72 . 
~2r: tred. i:~ ~:12.t.00.L-\ 2:.r :'.;2. 2_s 12.y n issionar;y- fo :r over thi::-ty :yea.-:::s .. 

23. ."r2.lnh ·~e:L.: , ::o J ; .:. ·.r- i"'.L: :~·~.•-: i ·.'8 0 :':'."i::er ; 03~1t e:c-bu ry , Kent; 1.3/7/73 . 
; __ :;-.ric'J.J. -" . .::.~s_ ~,. O:Cfice:,-, ~:: ;;-e:r.i2. , 1936- 57 . Brief ~yeriod i n 

25 . I,r·s . ,-..,_:::' il , 66 ; S . U. , . ;.:_;_s a,.l.o~,,.,.~) , :8xe t er , Devon ; 13/7 / 73 . 
\:if:: o: ... _-, . L . S;.i.ffi l , one of .fi::-st and raos t e n dL1ri ng 
r-.1i :.:s.:0::2."°"ies i n F'oTum 

26 . S;y:n,xe , .J . S., 66 ; I'ol.i.ti:cc.l Offi c e:c- ; 1hdclow, Ireland; 
29/8/72 - 1/9/72 . 
/i.:'teen yea.rs i :i • ~~~~~c-2.n ;._:ceas ' of l·Ji Eeria; in J o s Di vision 
.:'() r six ye2.rs . ( 1 S<? 9- L;.4 ) . 

27 . L : .. i or J . L. Vi tori 2. , 79; 'l'in T•' i ner ; deceased. 1973 ; 1 3/9 / 72 . 
?or.ty JP. a:r_"s on the .J o s .?l?~tea·c. c~s a. ~:1ine:r wit i1 J, ... . :P .N . ~ . • Cc . Ltd . 

28 . Charles Wi llians , 69 ; "::iurveyo r ; Yewquay , Cornwall , 22/ 8/72 , 
23/8/72 . 

Afus a.::c-e 

Anaguta 

Birom 

Birorn 

3irom 

'.-:or'.<ed a.s surv eyor on Jes ;:01 ateau f r om 192L, -1 93'.) . · 

~izekie l Azi 

.:I;,r;Ls Danboyi 

c/ o Pr i mary ';)choo l , 
Za.r-azong- , vi e, .fi'obur , :J. -S . S . 

c/o L/ A f rim2.ry Scho'.ll , 
fusk urn Ha.t3. , Jere DistriG-t , 
v i e. Jo s . E . P . S . 

c / o Al i 2~cie Seconci2.:r:y 2chc'.)l , 
;·:..liade , :1 . f . ~;. 

deceas ed .,;'2b . 12 , 1973 . 

;~/o To1.·m ship ~t>ri.mar y s c·:1 1)01 , 
:Tos , B. P •. S . 



L+25 

3uji ~ernbo I3al-:a 

Lus?_ Joro do 

.?s.u}._ Choj i 

J ere 

Pyer;i Su..11d.ay Sa :noo 

Sura 

YorufJ2. Olabode ~ttanda 

c/n t/A 22.·ima.ry School, 
:~u ~--· rurn , 3 • F . S . 

c/o De:1e Lalci , 
L/A , Ce1~ tral Off ice , 
.J os , B . P . S . 

2-/ :::i Dan / od i o Eall , 
_:. .. h::12.du 3sl1o Univers i t:-~, 

c/o Denji Second.Ei..ry School , 
~)s nj i, })2:.~:s:1i n ~Ji vis ion , 
3 . ? . S. 

c/c 1/A Pric1ary School , 
Fu.sku.11 Fe. t 2. , tTere Dis trict , 
via , Jos , 13 . P , S . 

c/o Gi ndil·i Teac,1ers ' Colle;;;e , 
:;i ·ndi:ri , P2__r1k shin Di vision , 

c/o Zagu n , Ka_!.ckek , 
·ffikub a Di st ~i_ct , via .Jos . 

c/o E2.crn:_;u :,econ da,r,y School , 
Eangu , Panl~s:lin :)ivis ion, 

c/o Pecleral Vetcrinar,y St:1t J.o.0. , 
Vo~- Xaduna , l . P. S. 



L126 

l-.n i m:porta..---it part of Hri t. i ng o::'2.l h istor :y s 2~ dating ch::.r"t 

pre.fer2.C,le , it 

B. :~ . Ogut 1 ~..:1J. J: . ·;.~. Coh-sn2 wi t:1 loca: aclaptations ;,y!1ere nec ess2.:r:-y . 

'l1he ce~eration spe.21 of t: .. 12nty- seven ~-"'2a:cs which i s used i n this study 

i nforrn2x1 t ·was born around 1900 (about t>:e ti r.1e t he 3ritish ar:-j_ve d ) 

and t he time that his first chil-5.. w2.s 8orn . 'l1hi s ·wa.s usual ly ·:)e ~-,-.1een 

to t he man 1 s 2ncestraJ. l ine s.s 1:e he.C. r sco1mteC. it . As i n ot:-1:\r 

societ i es , ance~3t.::·al names \·Iere ,:;i v ::: n in sequence a l ont)· the mg.le l i n e . 

I never assumed t~::P. above bu t al ' .. 12.Js CY-:su::::ed tt2.t -t:be i n fox·:-;1:::.:-:. t 

2 . Coh en , D. 1.I . , 1rhc ~r i::; to:c-ical 'i':rad. i tion of ~US.Q3'8. : T-Ial-.:21:: 3.. 2.n..l 
0-n t u , 1972 . 



on the J os Pl a. teau . 

This cl an s~rste:m of d::..t i r!t' w2. s Df ~Teat ·v2Jue \-.'hen t here had 

beer1 no c e0t~al a,uthori t y i n t he "li ll ?.. ;;-e i n -:;re- col on i el times . 

two or t :"1 :cee b:co thers Defore reverting -;)ack to t ~1e origine,l chi ~f ' s 

pass to his nex t oldes t brother ' s f'c.~:ily . As c2.n be ima.ginea cl an 

proved more accur ate . 

The dif.ficul ty as t o t he nu:1ber of yea:r·s to ()e assess9d for 

filial r . .1lers was settled. af t er due co ~'2.::1id2:r2.tion of tr..e b irth r2.te 

es tc,,-olisr.ed by t Le mis siona:cies i .D t ;.,2 1920s (i . re . one child in t hree 

did not survi v e c~ild birth ) 2:..nci. tl'-J.:; Oi .- t h ·.c~;. tio,/ o .f mal e a n d f emale 

children ( 1: 1) . ) ... s t he birt:1.s v.rere by c1;_storn s p2,cc cl b:r tHo 21d a 

half years , t :li s r1r 2ser~ t eO. a possj_1··l e 2.5:;e di ff ff:.•ent i a tion of six years 

fo r brothers of ~\e s=?.r:1e r:o~~er . L.:;2.i:-'; on the side of conservt.~ t:Lsm 

tine 6 iff erential of t 1.-1eJ.ve y e :::.:r.s for e2.c',, brothe1· who succe :-.:-ded to 

1 
I 



~~Ar&;i:1{Aetft ' f1''Y-'·5·9: ·-:··;.~~-------------------------------i:, II',\ 

I , 
I I 

2.s '.•,•e ll 2,s t he r:ic:,:,at i on sto:.--:ie :::; o :f 

anyw:-J.e r 2 E_,_vJ:i ;~orty to f ifty :.--e2.rs for events te.king pl ace i n :.r.e 

n i netsent\ cer-1t1.: ::::y excc,edinz l y generous . Por exa:.1pl e , i f 2,n i::--~for:!1Pnt 

t he ext~eme it could hav e tA.ke~ place -oetwesn 182}-+ 8.nd 189) . I 

.found ho1·rev er th2_t virtuaJ.ly all chronologi. c al events ,-,hen pro;1erly 

correJ2-ted \'Ji t ::1 t he to t c,,,l i r:..f~;rna:tion given by i nforr.1an ts fell '.•.'i t h i n 

t he g·ener a tion period of t 1.,r-'.nty- ss-v en years . T:1e-cefore , for tl-- ose 

ev en ts of the n i neteenth c:~nt1.J.2' 'Y, sone· o f ·,,h.ich coul d be O.ated Hi t i 

the j i had raid s , I have not add,:;~ th2 er.·1·o r facto _-~ ir: the t ext 2~3 I 

did not think it necessary . 

o:ral [lj_sto~r.y of the Jos I:)J a,tea~, , it :i.s p ~:r haps ;-n.or0 c:red ible to h,-=t""~·-e 

a rather conscrva·:ive erro .c facto ::: . i,f:ne~:- t he ore.l his~;ory of the 

1 • Ql j_ve r , 3 . ' I,ncie r, t C:apj_ t".J. 
23 : 1, 15:59 , :;r, . PL- JJ .. 

Si te:-; of /1.nko18, ' tif;·ancla J o...,.._::.c(:,~ . 
Cohe"'.l , _Ibid .; (\~'o t , o n . c i t . 



pro"1ri de no t only a more a c cu::-~:_te erro:r .f2.ctor b-._.tt woul d also se.rve 

t he v ery useful pur:)ose of p::covi ding a chro.nolobJr of even t s fo:r thi.s 

(E) as Hell as Hars (1:1) , t'.1e latter followed by the name of the 

village or e t hnic {f.coup wi th ,dtich i t \.;e,s fought . ~.:1ne headings a.Te 

of the Distr icts and a re a-.-.·renr,: r..d in alphs.beti c a.l 01~der . 



1900 
1 

1873 ± 22 
2 

1846 ± 24 
3 

1819 ± 26 

I 4 

1792±28 
5 

1765±30 

iillo 6 

"' ...::t 
1738 ± 32 

7 

1711±34 
8 

1684 ± 36 
9 

1657 ± 38 
10 

1630 ± 40 
11 

1603 ± 42 

Amo 

W(Hausa) 

W(Mongurut) W(Monguna) 

Amo Kcura W(Monguna) 

WQcma'a) 

Luwa 

Kycng 

Shonong 

Bach.it 

W(Mongurui) 

Afa.ng 

Bengai 

Buji 

W(Pu!Juu) 

W(Ohit) 
M(to Susuru) 

WQerc) Ukwairai(?)• Nchara(?) 

W(Ganawuri) i M(Pengana to Susuru) 
Sop i Buji 
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lluji Du Fan Forum 

1900 Gum,rn J{nhong 
1 W(Fobur) W(Afusarc) 

M(lcft Toro) W(Gycl) W(lfausa) 
1873±22 W(Hausa) M(to Kapwis) 

2 

Ron 
1646 ± 24 W(Afusare) Kapwis (in Zabutt) 

3 

r1 1819 ± 26 
lr. 4 

i 
.lli!. W(Pycm) 

1792 ± 28 Tnfon 
5 

I 1765 ± 30 

6 

--.::t 

·i 1738±32 
!;1 7 

Ratt..n 
1711±34 

8 
i;ll 

I 1684 ± 36 

9 

1657 ± 38 

10 

1630 ± 40 

11 

I 11603 ± 42 
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1900 

1873±22 

2 

1846 ± 24 

1819±26 

4 

1792 ± 28 

1765 ± 30 

6 

1738 ± 32 

7 

1711±34 

8 

1684 ± 36 

9 

1657 ± 38 

10 

1630 ± 40 

11 

W(Hausa) 

Rn Rung 
.!£sl. 

Forum 

W(Afus:ire) 

W(Afusnrc) .E.!!: 

~' 

4-!==#-- - -·- ---:::- :; - . ·-·&....:~ ·---- -· - --

Fobur Gashish Gindiri 

',;V(J\·1onguna W(Monf;Una) 

Fohur 

.:;;;;:;;-m Chawai)! 
W(Ron) 

pycm Gcji? 

W(Ron) 

Nenrrwon 



1900 

1873 ± 22 
2 

1846 ± 24 
3 

I 1819± 26 
4 

1792±28 

5 

I ii, 
1765 ± 30 

6 
<"'. 
<"'. 

flll ...::J· 
1738±32 

7 

1711±34 
B 

1634 ± 36 

9 

1657 ± 38 
10 

1630 ± 40 
11 

1603 ± 42 

Gln<liri 

(from 

Mo.chuni;a's 

Tarik i.) 

Pycm • 

Gindiri 

Giotliri 

W(llnusa) ~· 

Gwong 

W(Hnusn) ~ · And11•gwohom.• 

Gycl 

W(Znwan) 

' M(to Gycl) 

W(lrigwc) 

M(to Langycl) i 

M(to R.iyom) 

i GycI(in llcngai) ! 

Ban? 

l!cipung 

M(to Tapo) 

If!.E2.Q. 

~(inKabong) 

Pahng 

Jui 

W(lloss) 

W(l!ausa) 

M(Gwong 

Kwott to 

DagOrang) 
Toenza.I• 



1900 

1 

1873 ± 24 
2 

1646 ± 24 

3 

1819±26 
4 

1792±28 
5 

-=t 1765 ± 30 
(Y"\ 
-=t 6 

1738± 32 

7 

1711±34 

8 

1684 ± 36 

9 

1657 ± 38 
10 

1630 ± 40 
11 

160 3±.42 

W(Iluji) 

W(I-fausa) 

M(Kwandon 

Kaya to Jere) 

k!:£. 

M(to Limoro) 

W(Ningi) 

Jere 

M(to Kurama) W(Ningi) 

~i 

Kuru 

W(Zawan) 

M(Kuluti 

to Kuru) 

M(Kwott 

to Kuha.i) 

M(to Kwon) 

~in llcnga.i) 

' W(Gycl) 

M(Fobur to 

Kwall) 

Zi~·we*(in 

Fobur) 

~•(in 
Fobur) 

Kwall 

W(Gycl) 

M(Fobur to 

Kwall) 

Nuhwi*(in 

Fobur) 

~· 
M(Kujc? 

to Kwall) 

Mi:ingo 

W(Gycl) 



1900 

I 

1873±22 

2 

1846 ± 24 

3 

1819 ± 26 

I 4 

1792 ± 28 

- 5 
jij 

1765 ± 30 ;H\ 
~"" 6 f 

1738±32 i 7 

1711±34 

8 

1684 ± 36 

9 

' 1657 ± 38 

10 

1630 ± 40 

I 11 

1603 ± 42 

Miuni;o 

Tr.hu$ 

W(Hoss) 

M(Bcngai 

migration to 

Riyom) 

Riyom 

r~, 
W(l'ioni;unu) 

W(Jcmu'n) 

W(Ganawuri) 

..lli.!!!. 
(more likely) 

B.!.!!!..? 

W(Gunawuri) 

12.!! 

Riyom 

W(Sop) 

W(Ga.nnwuri) 

Kv,•ogo 

Wereng 

\\'(Sop) 

W(Gunuwuri) 

Ron 

W(Uirom) 

W(Sura) 



I ,~ Ii ,, 
W';' 

Ropp 
-------- -- ---- -- --···--·- ----·-··--· --·--·- --- ··--------·-

1900 
1 

1873 ± 22 
2 

1646 ± 24 
3 

1819 ± 26 
4 

1792 ± 28 

1765 ± 30 

6 

1738±32 
7 

1711±34 

8 

16S4 ± 36 

9 

1657 ± 38 
10 

1630 ± 40 

11 

1603 ± 42 

W(Ron) W(Ron) 

M(Mnzat left) 

W(Bold,ifs) W(Ron) 
W(ll.on) .fill!?. 

W(Sura) 

M(Gafat left) 

1-.nharinµ: 

W(Ron) W(Ron) 

W(Surn) 

Mn:znt 

r- --
W(Ohit) 

W(Km:!I) 

M(Bauchi to 

Jere) 

W(Kwall) 

Igbak 

Rukubu 

\\'(Amo) 

r.:ishi Nchnra 

M(Gba to 

K. Nchara) 

W(Kakkck) 

W(Nchara) 

illti! 
M(from Gba) 



-.:C=::r=.:.::-,:.:;::;.:.."t;• ~-=--- ~~'::1"~~.!:l!,,~---~~----=--1,{QC-~~~7,.~.:.::-.-:""~::-.::-..--·--::-:..-•.···,-· 

Rukuba Sura Vwnng 

1900 W(Pycm) i W(Gycl) W(Gycl) 

1 W(AnaJ;llta) W(Housa) W(Gycl) W(Kwall) 

W(Kuru) 

187 3 ± 22 Opwaru? Kumycn lmbop W(Gycl) 

2 

1846 ± 24 W(Kwall) 

3 W(Ganuwuri) 
W(Ganzwuri) 

1819 ± 26 Omgi 

4 M(arrive from (from Bcngai) 

Bcngai) 

1792±28 Vwang 

5 W(Ron) 

1765 ± 3C 

6 

r---
[Y"\ 

1738±32 _::J-

7 

1711±34 

8 Kcrcng 

1684 ± 36 

9 

1657 ± 38 

10 

1630 ± 40 

11 

1603 ± 42 



hJS 

still i n practi~e today . 

•J:in is a soft , b1uisb- wl:2. te me te.l whic :-':t i s foun.d in ore 

li tt1e stre:n..::;th i ts ;-;-1:,,1n fune t ion i ::., 2.s a. ;;02.tin_r:,· fo~--- steel c ont.:::,iners 

S.1he c h12:a_pes t ano ea.s :i_es-t lnei:hod fer even t he nost incx:nerir~nced 

niner is c .? .. labashinr..~; .. .As t :J.,9 tJn sin:cs to tt.ie .ci vcr beet tl-·,e miner 

ben~a t ~ the stre?a~ a~d wash t 1:e so i l fo und us i npt~e d iverted river 

I 
I I 
l 
j 



'.')hove l~.; as we J. l 2,s pans end calaCashes 2.rc 1: sed by t.'.'"1e labou.:: s upyly 

cssuE12 s tna:t the ri vei--- tad 

.followe6. i i fferen t courses in .-~Tlis then br i ngs the _,_. 
t., .l.D 

ri1 _· ning ov.t of the ·:~resent r.·i ver :)ed ::i,..nd into the s 1J:rrounciing 

countryside . .At t i rnes t ;~; e forner be6 r:12..~,r be th irty feet or DC'"C' e 

the riine::cal s F.roclama t i on ar. ' op,.:,n pi·~ ' n i.nr) will usu2.lly he 2.lnas t 

in six foot ' ste})S I wDich e.r:e 2.lso six f ee t \-.ride to 3)revc.n t an e a ::=:'th 

f a l l . J ot only does this recuire a l:::1rg-e area, of land but als0 a 

huge labour i'orc e to remove t he soil . ~f::-'.is Has usually L 1'1. e le2.st 

specialized and t :1e lowest :nayinf ,joO 2x1ci cori sequently it was us~J.a }_ly 

to the 1ev,..~1 of t h e tin sGurce a nd the t.i.n 1.-1 2.s t hen :centove d usi ::-15· 

I 'l' I• 
I 



und er t \~!e ground. as wr::: lJ. 2.s ver;/ C?..:.ce ful supervj sion for a rn.iscue 

J 
ii 

may r c J.ean u:9 r 2.fte~ t he corrn_J 2.ny h3.C fi n ished wi tb a part i cul ar :;,r e a • 

.A t r ibutor , usually F nus2. 7:::n:tt Ia,ter Yo :'.'.:"~0.ba 2-nd l;f:-:-co·oo , woul d be 

t he strea:.ns and , us i n[~' a 1)2..rt icular r::2-L:~o:J of wa s~1i-ng- the soi l 

per pounC. , d.e;1end i ng· on t he c~u.2,li. ty of t>:.e ti n . 

Alt~oug.h t hi s tribu t ary sys t er!; 1--:a s been. ke1)t v:n for t he \.f:':o l e 

of t his century ( ar.d before :- , the ' O?en ~0 i t. ' rniniT1g n sing :-phys i cal 

l a bole h2.s dimin i.sr.ed t o t he point tc ,_at it :I.s only used by s maJ.J.er f i rms . 

wi d.e l y used in i--e.J.aya. , h:-ic1 1-12 con1e qu i ~e cornr::on. 5,:J th ·doul d r 1-1.n on 

s 2ved by us i nrr the se r1acti~es . 



hi m t he older me t hods were s~ffi 8ient , depend i nz as :-e did on his 

'W it~ a ~ J_ :.:.i neral s , ~~-_-s :p:c-oyert:y s.:-:'.: cen t re l of tin 1 i n , u.i"1der , or u pon 

a:r.:.d -:l l'OSI)C: Ct any 1.e.nd not closr::C. -to pro s necting- or s-c.b;ject t o an 

The Exclus ive Pro s"Oecti nz Lj_ c ence ( F;. 2 . L . ) w2.s gT a.r;. t ed t o c. holder 

which onl y he can pro spect . 

s ixteen sq_1.:are mi l es not les s t:'_:?,.:r'l one s q_uare mi l 0 . rrh.i s 1:/2.s ~ilso 

year;3 . _.\gc:.in any va:c·ia tio:1s · ..... t Y.e extent o f l s.nd g i ve:::1 de})2!' .. -2.s 0 ::-1 

i, 
ii .: 
ii 

·, 
I 
I 



4L,2 

as a ren t of te~ s~i l linzs r)2: ~e re in 
11 

II 
" '! !j . 
·1· I ! ! 
,; j 
~. I 
I j 
I I 

· I 
\ l 



4/rJ 

(e . g . Vor::1 Veteri nar.1/ 3tat ion), r..inir . .; csJilIJ S , :.::.nd. t·ausa. s2t. t le:J.2:]. ts 



Jos Divi s 7on 

.AfUS ':t:Ce 

Choko"':;o 

Gana; . .-ru::ci 

Jere 

8 , 10) 

i-t , 600 

2,sco 
G7 , 6c1O 

.~ , 600 

1 , 100 

6, 900 

17, 000 

7 ,:.,oo 

1, 700 

1, WO 

81, , l-loo 

2,900 

13 , 700 

19 ,900 

68 , 40C 

.v. 'i"ne po nuJation for the Jirom was oc-i:·::.,·,all y t, ive,1 as 116 , 200 . 



Jos -0i ,,;i s i on -·---· -----·---

Ec.o 

I bibio 

Hupe 

Other lJig·eri e:n ·I127ibGs 

700 

20 , 400 

L.3 , 700 

600 

?3 , 100 

Lr, 400 

900 

700 

9,100 

138 , 900 

3 , 700 

3 , 300 



;,.PP.2XDIX V 

fa.mily !:.as De en 

(on1y 

fo . P i ti , j c~; J i, Ku ::::-a;.1a , C'.':2:.-.rs,i , :: .,,._:c\.:..V .!.. . .'."' 3u j i , .. ~11a.o , 
( _.;.;:-io) , GJ.rE: , -: ·c iO :i. n2., (J erE:) , Ka hu g·2 

2 Afusare , Iri r::we , Ka t ab , Kaj e , 1--:orw2. , J aba 

3 Birom , Ge.r1awuri , ( :khc'.r s.: 

::, Kaleri , ~::-yer. , -ai 

Oa/•.2.n . rn1:is Chn.dic fanily 'na s been d. .i vi ded i n t o 

nine s~.~_t"J- f a;ailies wi. th thos e s .r>c km on t ~1c _nl atoau "be:Lng £:,Touped 1:i i.th 

as foll o,1s: 

c . 

(i ii) Ron 

r 
i 
' I 

'I , l 
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