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1/ - HENRY FORD I! 'ill.PED NOV A S CO '1L1 TO I NCREAIIE FO OD PRO DUO TION -

In the winter of 1916-17 Henry .r!10rd came to 

Ha lifax f or the purpose o f seeing away on t h e Steamer s ome o f 

h is me chanic experts who were goin g to Grea t Britain to o pera te 

a Tr11.ctor 1, a nufa cturi ng Plant so tha t British farmers might have 

Tra ctors wi th vm. :i. ch to SJe'~·\1 up food production. 
" 

Vhile stay i ng 

at the Ha lifax Hotel Mr. Ford beca me a cqua inted with the Honor8b le 

George H. Murray, Pr emi e r of Nov a Scotia for t wenty-six continuous 

y ea rs -- the long est period tha t cny Premi er has officia ted in a ny 

Province on country of the British Empire. 

much f'1,t t2, ched to Mr. Murray. 

Mr . ?ord be came v ery 

T.he following summer .Premie r Murray edvisea 

111.Cumming, Se cretary for Agriculture that he wi shed f urth er 

mea sures t ak en t o speed up food pr oduction in Nova Scotia . 

Mr. Cmnmi ng said h e would like, if it were po ssi.ble, to get 

so me of the new Tr a ctors which it was un derstood Mr. Ford 

vm s developing. Mr. Murra y gave Mr. Cumming a letter of 

introductin:g to Ur. :: ord, a s a re sult of which Mr. Cumming 

met Mr. Ford a t his ovm pl ant a t Detroit. After s ome 

pr eliminary conv er sation Mr.Cumming told Mr. Ford tha t he 

ha d come fo r the purpos e of trying to buy on beha lf of the 

Gov ernment of Nova Sc otia s ome o f his :new Fo rd 1.rr a ctors. M'.r. 

Fo rd repli ed t hat the lfov a Scotia Governnent did not hav e enough 

money a t tha t time to buy a si ngle tra ctor, fo r the r eason 

t ha t he (Mr. Ford) was no t satisfied with the rne a s ure of p ,.3rfection 

t o which the ma chine h 3, d be an: brought. 

Whether it was beca use of an expres s ion of 

disappointment, or beca use of hi s ke en interest in Nov a Scotia , 

Mr. Ford then turned to his -Priva te " ecreta ry, Mr. Liebold, 

an d s a id" I want you to see tha t Mr. Cumming g ets that tra ctor 
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which we e,re exhibiting a t the Michigan .Sta te Fair free. We 

will\not sell it to him for I a m not sure t ha t it will b e our 

fina l pa ttern, b ut 1 1e wi ll g ive it to him 2- nd we wi ll send some 

of our men to Nova J 0 ot i a to give demonstrg,ti ons in it_s ore:ration." 

Subsequently a t his Tra ctor Pl ant a t Dearborn Mr. LOrd persona lly 

ha n a ea. over this trv.ctor to Mr. Cum1ning. 

In Octo ber 191'7 Mr . Ford sent to Nova Scotia 

four of his tra ctor a r:d plow experts, Bl'.l. d gave demonstrations 

in tra ctor o pe r a tion a t any p l a ce in Nova Scotia which Mr. 

Cumming might decide upon. 1.Vhen t he men arrived Mr . Cum.rning 

a sked th em how long they could stay, ~nd they replied t ha t t hey 

ha d instr uctions from :Mr . J'ord to re!Ik9. in for e.s long a period a s 

wa s n e cessa?'IJ to pu t th is Br anch of the Nova Scotia 1!.,ood Campa ign 

in operation. Consequently t he firs t tractor pl owing demon-

strations in Ea stern CRna da were arra nged commenc i ng a t Kentville, 

in the nnapolis V:1.lley of Nova ,:5cotia on Oc tob er 13th. 191 '7, 

a nd continueing for t wo we eks a t Truro ,Arnherst, .Antigonish and 

Hopewell . Thousana_s of "peo ple witnes s ed these demo n s tra tions . 

The .Pr ovince is not l n.rge, but t h e following spring sevent een 

farmers purcha sea. Ford Tra ctors thro ugh Mr. Cumming . 

The or i ginql .J?ord tra ctor 11ms used fo r t wo ye a rs 

a t the Co l l ege .?a rm, and when s ome part ha. d t o be replaced it 

tr nspired , a s was anticipated by Mr . .i1'ord, tha t · he h ad made s ome 

cha nge in his design, conse quen t ly he wr ote Mr . Cumming to r eturn 

the Tr a cto r which he had presented and he wo uld su}:)ply the Coll ege 

free wi th one t o r ep l a ce it. This second tra ctor wa s used for 

a numb er o f years wi th excellent satisfa ction , 8lild in 1926 the 

College was s o well satisfied with the Ford Tractor tha t t hey 

purcha sed a new one . 

When Mr . Cumming wa s t alking to Mr. Ford the 

l a tt e r said tha t he knew the Province of Nova Scotia better 

than Mr. Cumming thought. I h ave heard rumors :.l;l<i~ of Mr. :l!,ord 

comi ng to Nova Scotia to visit incog, ~nd putting these ideas 

to gethe r I ave :no doubt tha t this h 8.S happened • 
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