In the winter of 1916-17 Henry ford came to
Halifax for the purpose of seeihg awey on the Steamer some of
his mechanic experts who were going to Great Britain to operate
8 Tractor Menufseturing Plant so that British farmers might have
Practors with which to speed up food prodgction. While staying
at the Halifax Hotel Mr.Ford became acqueinted with the Honorsble
George He Murray, Premier of Nova Scotia for twenty-six continuous
years -~ the longest period that any Fremier has officiated in any
Provinee on country of the British EFmpire. Mr. Ford became Very
much attached to Mr. Murray.

The following summer Premier llurray sdvised
M.Cumming, Secretary for Agriculture that he wished further
measures token to speed up food production in Nove Scotlae.
Mr.Cumming said he would like,if it were possible, to get
some of the new Tractors which it was understood Mr. Ford
was developing. Mr., Murray gave Ur.Cumming a letter of
introductinn to Mr. Ford, as a result of which Mr. Cumming
met Mr. Pord at his own plant at Detroit. After some
preliminary conversation Mr.Cumming told Mr. Ford that he
had come for the purpose of trying to buy on behelf of the
Government of Nova Sgotia some 6f his new Pord Tractors. Mr.
Ford replied that the Nova Scotia Government did not have enough
money &t that time to buy a single tractor, for the reason
that he (Mr. Ford) was not satisfied with the measwre of perfection
to which the machine s d beem broughte.

Whether it was because of an expression of
disappointment, or because of his koen interest in Nova Scotia,
Mr. Ford then turned to his Private Secretery, Mr. Liebolad,

and said " I want you to see that Mr. Cumming gets that tractor



which we are exhibiting at the Michigan State Fair free. We
willpot sell it to him for I am not sure that it will be our
final pattern, but we will give it to him and we will send some
of our men to Nova 3Sgotia to give demonstrations in its oreration.”
Subsequently 2t his Tractor FPlant at Dearborn Mr. Pord personally
handed over this tractor to Mr.Cumminge

In October 1917 Mr. Iord sent to Lova Scotia
four of his tractor anmd plow experts, smd gave demonstrations
in tractor operation at any place in Nova Scotia which Mr.
Cumming might decide upone. \‘lhen the men arrived Mr. Cumming
asked them how long they could stay, and they replied that they
hed instructions from Mr.Pord to remsin for as long & period as
was necessary to put this Branch of the Nova Scgotia Mood Campaign
in operation. Conséquently the first tractor plowing demon=-
strations in Bastern Canada were arranged commencing at Kentville,
in the Annapolis Valley of Nova Scgotia on October 13th. 1917,
and continueing for two weeks at Truro,Amherst, Antigonish end
Hopewelle Thousands of people witnessed these demonstrations.
The Province is not large, but the following spring seventeen
farmers purchesed Ford Tractors through Mr. Cumming.

The original Ford tractor was used for two years
2t the College Marm, and when some part had to be replaced it
transpired, as was anticipated by Mr. ord, that he had made some
change in his design, consequently he wrote lr. Cumming %o return
the Tractor which he had presented and he would supply the College
free with one to replace it. This second tractor was used for
a number of years with excellent satisfaction, amd in 1926 the
College was so well satisfied with the Ford Tractor that they
purchased a new one.

When Mr. Cumming was talking to lir. Ford the
latter said that he knew the Province of lNova Scotia better
than Mr. Cumming thought. I have heard rumors #sks of Mr.Ford
coming to Nova Scotia to visit incog, and putting these ideas
together }Vhyye no doubt that this hfs happened. #4! W K- A
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