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SHEEP PRODUCERS A S S O C I A T I O N 0 F NOV A SCOTIA 

MINUTES, DIRECTORS MEETING: DECEMBER 2, 1978, 10:00 AM 

With Directors Tremain Finlay, Mel Lougheed, Roy Evans, Ted Lund, Michael Isenor, 
1, , Guy Sanders, and Brewster Kneen present_, ,.a, brief discussion was held prior to the 

ari.nual meetirig/· Marketing was the ffr~( item, with a brief report on the conver-
~U.OI\.,M . . -Ia~rio}' tind B. Kneen· had with.Frank Berkelaar·. No new information was 

. . . ..:r:oifli.coming•~ " , .. 

There was some discussion of .the . situation r:egardinc CQpe Breton directors.. Mel 
Lrmgh~ed suggested that· the Directors Rccept the $100 from Cape Breton as their 

. 1977dues and l~ave · bther arrangements in abeyance until the two boards can meet 
t{)gether. It Wq.Smoved that Dan Alex MacLecd be accepted as a Director to complete 

• the term of Donald MacLeod •• ( expires 1979) . Passed. 
Minutes of the la.st Directors meeting, Nov , 18 , were approved as read, and the 
agenda for the annual meeting was approved with the addition of a brief presenta-
tion by Guy Sanders on the Atlantic Shepherding School. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:00. 

MINUTES 1 ANNUAL MEETING, DEC. 2 ., 1978, 11:00a.m. TRURO .. . - - - - - -- - -- - -- --- -- - ---- . - - - 'u 
The Presid~nt, Tremain Finlay, 0:pened- the 'nieet~ng w.:i:.th :the "rninu:tJ5. _9f th~ Semi-
annuii:~ ~eet,ing ;Of .,MarclX: '4 :I • 1978, be:'~ng a pprdve'd _ ~s;·,reafi_. :- i ;. ' " •• ,, ~:,_ 

Financial Re:~nrt The Treas1.£i •er made a~ : orar rep6~t· on th~ Sheep Fai~ &nq.,.,t~-:~~L 
- ;: .,< sales in· order to ind::.cate how ,:the As~oc:c.ation l;ad---aofie"auring 

the year en its major projects . (see below} · ·ca~h and assets of ,·the Association at 
this time a,_mquxi.t ;:to about $67\Q. .. QO, down 'from $8;36 ,06 at beginning of the year (Jan 1) ,.:-, ··:: ... •' ·" '·· ' .- .,· :, ·:, • .: ·\.,., ·. . · • ' .. . • 
Ted Lun/ r~-~-~r.{~ci,.that:, if the Federa l Government does not inet"itute a wool subsidy, 

. :.· · which would provide the basis for a check-off to support the . Oaruid.a. Sheep Council, 
• the Council will be defunct in another year for lack of money , ·:'and there will be 

no continuing demand for our financial support~- • .. 
In light of the amount of money now being band;I..~d· by the Association, the following 
mc.,tion, ., ~s .. amehded l was paw.Jed, 1:nanimously: . 

• • •• that an auditor be app0inted, provide_d the cost is not 
excessive (qiax. $100). • • 

After some discussion, and crititism of the tre&surer: for not providing ·a: ·pnnted 
form of his interim financial report 1 the following 'm0tion was passed: . 

,. ·that financial r~porting remain as"'it is, with further discus- .. < .. •• 
sion held ove·r,. with the addition ot. a printed interim f.µiancial 

.. report at the anntlB.l meetings. ·,. • • • .• 
.... ... 

The u.it;,cussion of _ f'inances cqntinued with ; concern being e~resse·d . for -,ways _ ~f -.. . .-, . 
cover:i,r..g the deficit due _tp higher operating costs. A question \¥as raised about .. • 
the .. Sheep Pr0duoers dues to tJ:ie, ,Federation of Agriculture which are to go up to 
$912 in 1979. · It was suggested that our membership be increaser'l. to $20 and that 
the sale commission for non-members be raised, but the meeting was unfay~~rable --to · ••• ---· 
both suggestions. Finally it was moved: 

that the Directors give detailed consideration to membership and 
finances of the Association and make a detail~l;i report and re~ · 
c omme:rida tions to the Semi-Annual meeting ( in 'c::onB,unctiorf with • • 

.- th~ .,1:1:J?Iluaf financial stat~ment), passed. • ••• •. • , ',. 
"\ r!. • -·· -: -- .r r.~ ~. :· . • , ~ , ' • .., ·;-,-. , :r ·.~_,: : ,1·.:-i .· .. - ~ ~ 11 _ -_ 1 · ' -·~ ·::·~ c::, :.:..- : '--~·. -:~ ·J 

• - , i ~ -, ~i,. • • . ri ·-· ·: !:\,~ . . : "·<I .> .. : 
, : •• : 1 ~'. ' _;-: . \ 
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Sheep Producer vf the Year In the light of all that she has done -for the sheep , ,. ,·,.:: '< . i:Q.dustry in Nova Scotia, for her tremendous contribution to~ the suc·eess of iiie Sheep Fair each year, and for . her hard wo_rk on this year 1 s Winter Fair, on behalf of the Directors Tremain Finlay pres~nted Mrs. Edith ·' Zili'ig with the Sheep Pl"od1:1cer ,of the Year award: a · "scroll" for framing ~d a ~a.llagher BEV II fence controller. 

Sheep Fair The lack of discussion of the- Sheep Fai_r seemed to scho the feelings ex-·. ,, ,,. pressed that this ,year's -was . the best . ever. ;' t:fonctfrn was expressed, how-'·. c.ever,' over the· prcibletri of cull ewes and wethe,r lamos being ' 'iscild. :; :It was suggested that a culling committee, quite separate frOlll ~the sale committee, be formed. It was however po~ted out that this would indicate th?,t the culling .. committee, ,hence .the Associatibn; was guarap.teeing the stock. One way to •get around this difficulty is to make sure th-e--datalogue says •isoundness of sheep is such as described by the consign-l")r", and that the consignors accompany their sheep through the .,filale:: ring. • 1he follo\rl-ing motion was passed unanimously: • • that the Sheep Fair and Breeding Stock Sale be held in .1979 aloiig t~e same lines as 1978. 

Lamb Sale The October Lamb Sale was also discussed, with some question raised about the Directors' suggestion that the sale be turned over to the Maritime Cattle Market. The following motion was passed: 
that the Sale Committee work on a detailed proposal for the Lamb Sale . f _9r presentation at the Semi-Annual Meeting. 

1979 Sheep Fair . ... ,. Committees for the Sheep Fair . were then discussed and appointed: Sale Committee: Michael Isenor .(chairpe~san) with· Mel Loll8h~ed, Angus Rouse, Ted Lund, Martha Nettleton:, Dick Spence, Anne Law 
-. Re·freshments: Doug White 
·Barbeque: • Dieter Mueller -
Canteen: Myrna Petersen 

, C:rafts: Cathleen Kneen, Edith Zillig, Elfriede Budgey Shearing competit:i.on: Bill Oulton, Guy Sanders, Fraser Hunter, . Roy Mackenzie 
Market lasb competition: Gernot Z:i.-ilig Printing, publicity: C. Kneen, Sandy Lougheed 

Atlantic Winter Fair Edi.th Zillig. reported on the booth at the Atlantic Wj,nter Fair .. ,,. . . that -· the Zilligs and the Petersens organized for the ,Association. She commented that the people attending were a totally different crowd than those coming to the Sheep Fair, and . that '!city people ask the darndest questions". She said there was good interest in lamb and mutton, particularly given the l~mited nature of the display. Edith suggested that the Association should advertise_ for . those wishing ' to sell yarn, fleece,. or lamb at the farm. She also urged that the As.sociation put a : lot more effort into a boot_h at the next year's Winter Fair with the emphasis on lamb and mut'ton. • 

Federation of Agriculture Brewster Kneen reported on the Federation of Agriculture, _ saring that he felt the Federation should be supported by ·l:3he@p 'fani)ers. , :·He qormn~nted that there is much more concern, reflected in membership, about small stock and smaller· farms, which are the ·norm in the Province. He reported that the Federation:- is·also more outward looking now, with more concern for larger issues affecting agriculture. He also reported that the Sheep Producers dues for 1979 were to be $912, baseu on reported lamb marketings. 
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Marketing The report of the Marketing Committee brbught furth some heated discus-sion. Roy Evans reported that on Nov, 18 the Directors had met with Brian Trenholm of the New Brunswick Dept. of Agriculturei who is als6 secretary of the N .B. S;tieep Breeders Mark~ting ¢o-6p~ t6 learn more about that drgani°iation'I: : Several Nova Scotia producers_ :'h~ve beeri; shipping 1.,hrough New Brunswick and report prices substantially above the Truro price·s.· The Marketing Committee feels there are three avenues open to Nova Scotia producers and, contrary to some feeli:r::.gs expressed, feels that all three .-Should be worked on:: the weekly sale a~ .the Maritinl~ Cattle Market should be supported·; ,,whatever else is done; closer study should be made of shipping directly into th-, Montre,a.,l or Toronto markets; and, research into the feasibility of a lamb specialty store in Halifax should be carried o~t. 
_ _ , . Dur:i,µg _the discussion, some .. 1embers said they felt nothing should be done about marketing·, while others stressed the impo:i:tazfoe of the Truro· milrke·t. Alan Under hay, from PEI, joined the discussion, • expr'essing concern for the • PEI • pf'otiuce·rs 

a.T"J,9, t]?.eir"'Ileed for better marketing arrange_ments. He reported that some stock, bciu.gh.t ori the Island for sale in' Truro_, never 'seems ·to ·reach the Truro market;· but . is ·appuently· sipton'ed off s~omewl:i~re aJ.,ortg the ·way. • This, he said, hurt Island pro-ducers. Other producers expressed thei:r concern over erratic prices in Truro, -apparently because there are daya when there is virtua1ly ·only one 'buyer. 
The discussion seemnd to split between those who want to leave well enough alone ( 11don 1 t ,titess up ·_the local mar~et 11 ) an,d ·those who think the produc.ers should get the best prices they can for their ~aqtbs. 
The f~llowing moti~n (Sand;;s/iva~~) passed by a vote of. 13 to 5: that the meeting supports the work of the marketing committee and encourages it to ~vestigate various alternatives and opportunities for marketing. 

Farm Loan Board At their meeting on N~v 18, in addition to the discussion ~n mar-keting, the Directors also met with Mr. Arnold Revers, head of the Farm Loan Board staf·f: :'ein:ce last . .Jun~. -Michael +se:r,i.or ?repc;~t~d- OlJi this m~eting, :; saying that it ,was a 'constructive \:meeting fqr l;>oth Sheep Rr9ducerei and Mr. :Rovers. The meeting dealt with .the histGry of -,the Farm-:Locm Board and th~ context within which it operates now as a Crown agency, established by the Leg~slature as a land development agency and operating within regulation~ established by the Cabinet. Michael pointed·Sutj ha'.t ' we, as·Sheep Producers, need 'to pro,fide ' better facts and figures f"r the Farm Loan Board to operate on. It was also pointed out that a ;~ farmer could by-pass the staff and go directly to the Farm Loan Board itself, that a farmer could say ~hich of the ,field staff he/she was prepared to deal with, and that a farmer could i-eapply :i.f Jutneg. down · by' the Board if he/she felt he was n~t treated fc.c.irly, ---· · • __ ••• -~: ·'-· : 1 • - • • 

Members of the Association are asked tu provide the Directors with any information on Farm Loan Beard business that might further co-operation and clarify the situation of the sheep industry. 

Atlantic Shepherding School Guy Sanders reported on the support being given to the 
Atlantic Shepherding School by the Departments of Agriculture in New Brunswick and PEI and by DEVCO for farmers attending courses. Brian Nettleton spoke of the development of the school by himself after some initial ensouragement by DEVCO. The cost of a two-day course is $75 tuition plus about $25 for room and meals. By a vote of 6 to 5 the following motion was passed: that this meeting go on record as supporting the endeavour of the Atlantic Shepherding School in providing practtcal training for shepherds; and that the Directors investigate funding for participation of individual farmers. (Brian Nettleton pointed out that this was not his suggestion.) 
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Election of Directors The f()llowing persons were nominated from the floor as ,,:,, . candidates for the three expiring terms on the Board: Tremain Finlay, Alex F·orbes, Brewster Kneen, Wayne Woolfi tt, Gernot Zillig., Angus Rouse, Dieter Mueller. ·' • • • • -
.!Jihe three elected.:. for a three year term were: • 'J;'remain Finlay 

-!::ztt~-~~~:i ·,_r !-· :· ·.: 
; .. f ' .. 

During the vote counting a cheque was received from th.e Cape Breton Sheep Produce.rs in the amount of $100 for 1977 block membership . 
. Prior to adjournment at 5:00 p.m., Gernot Zillig suggested that regional meetings on specific subjects, especially R.O.P., ought to be . held, since there is never enough time at the general meetings to do all the business that should be done. It was agreed that this sho1µd be arrangea. 

The Directors then held a very brief meeting to elect officers for _:J..979: 

NOTE: 

President: Roy Evanp.; .1:LR. 1, Kingston, phone 765,...2917 Vice-President: Nils Petersen. • 

Brewster Kneen, • Secretary 

If ye>u have news, information, or advice to share __ with ·-other producers1, please send it to the Secretary; who will' try to include it in a mailing. This could slso include stock or items to buy or sell, pertaining particularly to sheep. 
The address is: Sheep Producers Associ~tion, R.R. 3, Scotsb.urn, N.S. 

BOK lRO 

And to all you shepherds watching your flocks by day and by night, . season's greetings and best wishes for a fruitful arfd p'rosperous New Year! 
' r . 
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. . SHEEP P R O D U C E R S A S S O C I A T I O N 0 F NOV A S C O T I A 

MINUTES; DIRECTORS MEETING: DECEMBER 2, 1978, 10:00 AM 

With Directors Tremain Finlay, Mel Lougheed, Roy Evans, Ted Lund, Michael Isenor, 
Guy Sanders, and Brewster Kneen present , a brief discussion was held prior to the 
annual meeting. Marketing was the fi~st item, with a brief report on the conver-
sation M. Isenor and B. Kneen had with Frank Berkelaar. No new information was 
forthcoming. 
There . was some discussion of the situation regardinc CQpe Breton directors. Mel 
Ll")ugheed suggested that the Directors c1ccept the $100 from Cape Breton as their 
1977 dues and leave other arrangements in abeyance until the two boards can meet 
together. It was moved that Dan Alex MacLeod be accepted as a Director to complete 
the term of Donald MacLeod (expires 1979) 0 Passed. 
Minutes of the last Directors meeting, Nov. 18, 
agenda for the annual meeting was approved with 
tion by Guy Sanders. on the Atlantic Shepherding 
Meeting·adjourned at 11:00. * * * * 

were approved as read, and the 
the addition of a brief presenta-
School. 

The President, Tremain Finlay, 0pened the meeting with the minutes of the Semi-
annual meeting of March 4, 1978, being approved as read. 

Financial Report The Treasurer made an oral report on the Sheep Fair &nd the tw~ 
sales in order to indicate how the Association tad done during 

the year en its major projects. (see below) Cash and assets of the Association at 
this time amount to about $674o.OO, down from $8J36,o6 at beginning of the year 
(Jan. 1). 
Ted Lund reported that if the Federal Government does not institute a wool subsidy, 
which would provide the basis for a check-off to support the .Canada Sheep Council, 
the Council will be defunct in another year for lack of money, and there will be 
no continuing demand for our financial support. 
In light of the amount of money now being bandled by the Association, the following 
m0tion, as amended, was passed, wianimously: 

that on auditor be app0inted, provided the cost is not 
excessive (max. $100). 

After some discussion, and criticism of the ·treasurer for not providing a printed 
form of his interim financial report, the following motion was passed: 

that financial reporting remain as it is, with further discus-
sion held over, with the addition of a printed interim financial 
report at the annual meettngs. 

The discussion of finances continued with concern being expressed for ways of 
coverir.g the. deficit due to higher operating costs. A question was raised about 
the Sheep PrC'ducers dues to t:be Federation of Agriculture which are to ,go up to 
$912 in 1979. It was suggested that our membership be increaserl to $20 and that 
the sale commission for non-members be raised, but the meeting was unfavourable to 
both suggestions. Finally it was moved: 

that the Directors give detailed consideration to membership and 
finances of the Association and make a detailed report and re-
commendations to the Semi-Annual meeting (in _con~unction with 
the annual financial statement), passed. 
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Sheep Producer of the Year In the light of all that she has done for the sheep' . industry :i.n Nova ~cotia., fo!:'. he,r tremendous . contribution· to the success of ·the Sheep Fair each··year, and for her bard work 0 on this :year's i!inter Fai~, e>n_peba.J..f of the D~rectors Tremain Finlay presented Mrs. Edith Zillig with the Slleep Fxloducer of . the Year award: a "scroll" for framing and a Gallagher BEV II fence controller. 
! '•: .-~ .. ~r ,.;~ ;:.;·._. ·· .·. ··1 11-... ~j · Sheep ·Fair The lack c;,f . diJicussion . of the Sheep Fair see111ed to scho .the feelings ex~ pressed that this ,-ye{lr' s was the best ever • . Concern ~s expressed, how-• ever; · ove.r the problem of cull ewes and wether lambs being sold. It ~s suggested that a culling committee, quite separate from the sale committee, be formed. It was . however pointed out that this would indicate that the culling committee, hence the -~-: Associatiol,l, was guarajiteeii'lg the stocko One way to get around this difficulty is to , ·inake sure ' the catalogue says "soundness of sheep is such as described by the ·consign-·;,r", and that the consignors accompany their sheep through the sale ring. The follow-ing motion was passed unanimously: . • that the Sheep Fair and Breeding Stock Sale ' be held in 1979 along . • .. the same l;i.nes as 1978. 

Lamb Sale The October Lamb Sale was also discussed, with some questipn raised about the Directors' suggestion that the sale be turned over to the Maritime Cattle Market. The following motion was passed: that the Sale Committee work on a detailed proposal for the Lamb Sale 'for presenU.:ti'on' at . the Semi-Annual Meeting. • 
-1.279 Sheep Fair Committees for the Sheep Fair were then discussed and appointed: Sale Committee: Michael Isenor.(cb.a~asa) with Mel Lougheed, 

I Angus Rouse, Ted Lund, Martha Nettleton, Dick Spence, 

,,.. .L . . · ·, ., 
••. '!f; ' . 

•• Refreshments: 
Barbeque: 
Canteen: 
Crafts: 
·$heating 

Anne Law • •• • Doug White 
Dieter Mueller 
Myrna Petersen ·. 
Cathleen Kneen, Edith Zillig; Elfriede Budgey competition: Bill OUlton, Guy Sanders, Fraser Hunter, • Roy . Mackenzfe • Market tatJilb competition-: Geniot Zillig Printing, publicity: C .' Kneeh, Sandy Lougheed 

Atlantic Winter Fair Edith Zillig -repo;r:-ted on the booth at tbe Atiantic Winter Fair that, ,the :Zilligs and the Petersens organized for the Association. She commented that the people attending were a totally different crowd than t .hose cpming to the_Sheep Fair, and that "city people ask the darndest questions". She said 'there l(~i 'good interest in 'iamb and mutton, particularly given the l;iJnited nature of the display. E,d.ith augge.sted that the Association should advertise for those wishing t _o sell yarn, fleece, or lamb at the farm. She also urged that the Association put a lot more effort into a booth at the next 1ear's Winter Fair with the emphasis on lamb .::...""ld mutton. 

Federation of Agriculture .Brewster Kneen ,reported on the Federation of Agriculture, .•· saying that he felt the Federation should be supported by ·.:sheep farmers. · He commented that there is much more concern, reflected in membership, about small stock ~d smaller farms, which are the norm in the .Province. ·He :reported that the Federation 'is also more outward looking now, with more concern for larger issues affecting agriculture. He also reported that the Sheep Producers dues for - •..:1979 were to be $912, . baseJ on reported lamb marketings. 
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Marketing The report of the Marketing Cqmm;i,-ttee -brought f0rth some-· h~ted di~i:u:s...: .sion. - Roy Evans · reppr:ted tAAt- on Nov. 18 the Directors had met with ,, •1' •;"' ' _ • Brian Trenholm of the New Brunl:lwici( pept ·, of Agt-iculture 1 who is also secretary of the N .B. Sheep Breeders Marketing' · co:.:.op·, to learn more about that organization. Several Nova Scotia producers have been Shipping 1;hrough New BrUht:3wiok·and report prices substantially abovf;!, the Truro rprices. The· Marketing Committee feels there are three avenues open tO: No.va ,Scotia ·producers and, contrary to sbme feelings expressed, feels that all thre& ,should; be worked on: the weekly sale at the Maritime Cattle Market should be supported, whatever else is done; closer study should be m,ade of shipping directly into th-, Montreal or T9ronto m,arkets; and,., research irito i tfre • ~· feasibility of a _. lamb . f?.pecii?-,J..ty store · in'_ Halifa,x shb_u:id be carried ot:.t. 
During the discussion, some .. 1embers said they felt nothing should done about marketing, while others stressed the impo:.·ta:ace -of the Trur.o mark~t. Alan Underha,y, fr.om PEI; j'oiried the discussion, expressing Gonc.erri . :tor ' the P,EI • p~oducers -• _ and the.;ir nee:d for better marketing ar.rangeme.1.1t s .• He' : reported that some_ stock, bought qn the l.sland for sal~ i1{ Truro, - never seems ito reach the Trtrt-o market, but is apparently sipboned off somewhere along the way. This, he said, hurt Island pro-ducers. Other producers expressed their concern over erratic prices in Trur-0, apparently because there are daya ~hen there -,is- virtually,.orily' one buy~r. 
The :d:i.~cus~ion seemrl.d to split . between those who. want ·to le~ve well enough alone ( 11don' Lmess up the local market") and those who 'think the producers should get the best prices they can for their lambs. 
The _fol~pwing motion (Sanders/Evans) passed by a vote of 13 to 5: that the fueet"ing supports the work of the marketing committee and encourages it to investigate various alternatives and opportunities for marketing. 

Farm Loan Board At _ t~eir _ meeting on Nc,,v 18, · in addition . to" the discussion <"Il mar-keting, the Directors also met -': with Mr., _ Arnold Revers, head of the Farm Loan Board staf,f since last June. Michaei Itfonor repc-rted on this meeting, saying that it was a constructive meeting for both Sheep Producers and Mr. Rovers. The meeting dealt with the history of the Farm Loan Board and the context within which it operatep now·-as a Crown ·agency, established by the Legislature as a land development agency·and operating within regulation.<:; established by the Cabinet. Michael pointed out that we, as Sheep Producers, need to provide better faptt;;, a,t:id figures f<"r the Farm Loan Board to operate on. . It ,:was , a:lso '. 'pointed out __ that ,li. farmer could by-passthestaff ·and ·go .directly; ;tQ ,the Farm LOa.Ii Board itsel,f, that a farmer could say which of the -field staff he/she was prepared to deal with, and that a farmer could reapply if turned down by the Board if he/she felt he was not treated f..,irly, 
Members of the Association are asked to provide the Directors with any information on Farm Loan Beard business that might further co-operation and clarify the situation of the sheep industry. 

Atlantic Shepherding School Guy Sanders reported on the support being given to the 
Atlantic Shepherding School by the Departments of Agriculture in New Brunswick and PEI and by DEVCO for farmers attending courses. Brian Nettleton spoke of the development of the school by himself after some initial ensouragement by DEVCO. The cost of a two-day course is $75 tuition plus about $25 for room and meals. By a vote of 6 to 5 the following motion was passed: that this meeting go on record as supporting the endeavour of the Atlantic Shepherding School in providing practtcal training for shepherds; and that the Directors investigate funding for participation of individual farmers. (Brian Nettleton pointed out that this was not his suggestion.) 
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Election 6f ·Directors The following persons were nominated from the floor as candidates for the three expiring terms on the Board: Tremain Finlay, Alex Forbes, Brewster Kneen, Wayne Woolfitt, Gernot Zillig, Angus Rouse, Dieter Mueller. 
The three elected~for a three year term were: Tremain Finlay 

Brewster Kneen 
Wayne Woolfitt 

During the vote co~tj.rig '.~ cheque was , received ·'from -the1 ·tfa.'pe 13re"tion Sheep. :.Producers in the- ~o?D-{ ; ~t_ ,$.tOQ ,fo~ ' 19.77 :bl_ock membership.·~:1 • : ;. • '' • • • i '. ,. • -~_: ,. • • 
•: ,. . I ,. • • • . • • ;,. r 1 , ;· _- : .. ·-i ;/ . Prior tb''adjournment at 5:00 p.m. ,, Gernot Zillig 'Suggested that' regional meetings on specific' subjects, _ especia'.l;Ly R.O_.P., ought to be- held, since there is never enough. · time at the' 'geheraf!lleetip.g::; .to do all the business that should be" done • . It was agreed that this sho,µd be arrangeal. . 

• ::-, • , ;'"'·: t .• 

The Directors then held a very brief meeting to elect officers for 1979: 
Pre~ident: . Roy Evans, .t{.R. 1, Kingston~ phone 765-2917 c: •• ,· • Vic~_-President: ~ilr; ,Petersen. · Y . . ; ' : .. .. ·. • • . ' 

Brewster Kri~en, Secretary _ 

NOTE: If ycu ha.V/ ne;l,s, • ii1Jormation, or advice to , share with ,Qther .producers, please -~end it to th~•" Secretary, who will try to .inc:;lud,e it in a mailing . . . This could slso include stock or i terns to buy .or sell, .. pertaining particularly to sheep. 
The address is: Sheep Producers Associ_atio,n, R.R~ 3, Scotsbtirn, N.S. -~- BOK 'lRO 

And to all you shepheras watching you:r fl~blrn by, day .and by night, season's greetings and best wishes · for ·.a fruitful ~d- prpsperous New Year! 

r 

"'\ ,: 



INTERIM FINANCIAL REPORT 
November 28, 1978 

Sheep Fair: income from all sources 3267.01 
expenses (incl, catalogue & rent_~2~~!2§ 

net loss 

Breeding Stock Sale:(sale total 
5% commission 
expenses (excl. rent & 

catalogue) 
net income 

Lamb Sale: (sale total 

Balance Jan. 1, 1978 

4% commission 
expenses 

net income 

Inventory (electric fence equipment) Nov 20 
Bank Balance Nov 20, 1978 

Major expenses, administrative, 1978: 
Canada Sheep Council 
Directors meetings 
Secretary's stipend 
Fed. of Agriculture dues 
Winter Fair 
Phone & Postage 
Office supplies 

481.55 

63,603.29) 
3,180.16 

_1,736.76 
1,443.40 

46,557.75) 
1,862.30 

814.68 

8936.06 

4oo8.19 
2730.62 --------
6738-81 

1125.00 
1994.60 
600.00 
336.00 
137.20 
614.07 
342.95 --------
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EDMON TO N . AL B ERTA ~lCm; TSA 3P8 
T ELEPH O N E l(~ ~ 47 6 -4 21 ) 

e r 7, 19 78 

is a copy of a l e t ter f r o m the Canadian 
e rs ' Associat ion r egardi nq a Majo r Sheep 

nad a, a nd the rep l y t o Mr . Luc A. For cier 
lberta Sheep a nd Wool Commi ssion . " 

of sheep e xhib itors from B. C . , Al r ta, an 
m t du r ing Edmonton Farmfair i n . o emher t o 

di he o ssibilities of such a sale . The inu t e 

·o 

t in~ are~l s o enc l osed . The l ber ta r i n -
nree e r ' Associat ion approved in pri nci a l 

i r Ca na da Sheep Sale a t their a nnual mee t in o n 
mh r 6 , 1978. 

ria l is forw;,rded f or yo ur in f o rmation, a nd 
t ap r o p r i ate sheep producer a ssociat i n i n 

ur r o i n e may be advised according l y, i t hev r e 
ns .trl r i ng such a ma j o r s heep show and sale i n a nad . 

rs ve r t rul y , 
) 

./) ) (,:.';k T ) ~ (.. 

ho l a nd 
s e r t ~ rv Man g e r 

.nc o ur / 
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CANADIAN SHEEP BREEDE S' ASSOCIATION 

Cl'Cl ry . 
A. C. Mc TAGGART 

50 ROYAL ROAD, AU RORA, ON TARIO , L4G 1A9 

Tel phone . 
4 16-7 7-4 923 

JU 1 r •1 I 1 9 • 

•· r a rr , 
P r vin · i , l hep Bre e ders Association, 
C :i n :1 dri . 

n • r s i r o r J1a d am, 

1 . 1 £o n a rdin g herewith f or you r inte r e s t an 
in f < i o n 3 opy of the Minutes o f th e Dir ctor ' 

t i n g Ca nJdian Sh e p Br eeders ' As s oci ation, hcl in 
II o '-' ,H Joh n s on ' s Mot e 1 a t Mon c t on , New Br u n s \, i c. k , 

• ,irch - , 19 8 . 

r ~c e nc lo s ed with thi. s l e tter is a copy o f 
;i laj or She e p Sale in Canada, f r om our 

1::-, p .. d I urgen tly ask you to dis cu the not s 
w1 yo r xecuti ve commi ttee in th e ne r fut ur nd 
m:1 a r p ly irec tly to our president, a nd jf -on n 1 11 .. 

y t o ·he wri ter . 

------ ----·--------

cT : I l 
11 1 . 

• JJ7 ear JP ool 

Your s truly, 

• Eat Carwdian t amb 

I 
I 

J 

! 



A X.,\JO R S ALZ i :-l' CA.' ADA 

d · " ..: u .;, ed t 
At o u r la~ annual mee tin g i n Moncton w 

possi b i l ity o~ h av~ng one annu a l S n e i n 
t' oughts :nus t be given on t he matter. C. :1 :1or e 

In t he United Stat es ther a r e sone n jo = 

year b ut t he most i:::portant one :i. s tl e ~ i d1,.; ·,s t 

e in Sedalia . The State of Mi s souri i s we 
cer t he Western Stat es and t h e Ea s t. ,. e !) • S 

ders in the country bring some of their best 

This i s the kind of sale sheepmen need L Cnn d, . 

h C adi.'.ln She e pb re ede rs' s Association would s u p? or - t ro , ~ ;_ y 

a. y or £ a, ization ready to manage a major sale in Can a d~ . 

In or d e r to push the matter furth er , I a m 

a s ' in' t o e ach pro vin cia l association and to al l s c.epn e 

t o lc.t k n ow t he i r v iew on the following sp e cif i c m tt r · : 

your 

1.- Do you agree with on e ann ual major a~ e 

in Canada? 

2.- When should the sal e be he l d? 

3.- Where? 

4.- How could transportation be or g anized . 

5 .- How should we finance th e sal? 

6.- Name of an auctioneer, a mana ge r or 
or ganization to t ake charge of cl 

7.- Wh a t rule s should we i mple men t to h v e t 

b e s t shee p in the sale? 

I would appreciate to receive your com 

a rli es t convenience. 

Luc A. Fo rc ie r 
Pre si de n t 

n t s .'.l t 

Canadian She epb r eed r s ' 
Associati on 
107 Principale st r eet 
Yama ska , Quebec 
JOG IWO. 
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!\lbrrta &qeep anb llool aLommtestnn A 
~R~~R:itol>eKJmEX 12821-52 . t. 

EDMONTO N . ALB E RTA Xs.JC Xl[flC TSA P A 
T ELEPHO N E ~:lQS~ 4 7 6- 4 21 

r. r c i e r, President 
. an r eeders' As s ociation 
107 rinci . tree t 

, 0 e ec 

r . ir : 

roy rson, Secretary , l berta Provincial Sheep re r s ' 
• tion, has f o rwarded a copv of your letter to the Al rta . heen 
Jool i o n r e a ring a ma j or sheep sale i n Cana da . 

o s o t he Commission cons idered the proposal t th ir r n 
nd d t he fo llowing rep ly recommendations to t he u s t 'ons : 

1 . is gene ral a greement that one ma jor sh e p ale 
na da similar to the one now he ld in Sedalia , 

~ i .. ouri , wou ld have merit and would a ssist q r ea t y 
• q uality bre edinq stock to both Eastern ~nd 

a nada . 

2 . h time mo t favo r e d would be the end of Ju n . 

centra l l ocation f or such a s a l e would oroh a l 

4 . 

h Rra ndo n, Manitoba, and this mav b e the es t chic 

WA . 
a n 

h 
r a 

The 
0 

pt fo r the f act that it is i n a province of r e la-
lv low sh e p product i on. The second s uqq stion 
to move t he sale to a central loca tion in Ea te r n 
v s e rn Canada eve r y second vear. 

t rans ortation could be by one or more t r ucks 
el l inq to and f rom the sale in each d irection. 

rod ce r s guaranteeing to suoply a specif ic num r 
s heen , a nd to pay the costs o f tra nspo r t a t ion . 



r . Luc A. Fo rcier, President 
a nRdian . h eo r eeders' Assoc ia i n 

q 2 
mber 6 , 19 7 8 

The sa l e would be fin a nced b y the prod ucers o n a 
f e basi s per head sold with possible Agriculture 
anada fi n a ncial support. 

The auct ioneer should have some knowledge o f t he 
and of the main b reeds of Canadian s h e ep . 

o r qa nizat i on could probably be done by the 
C n a Sheep Council and held in the lives tock 

aci l ities o f a provincial exhibition or a uct i on 
ma r k t . 

7 . Th r ules en f orced by the Sedalia sale shou l d e 
r viewed a nd c hanged to suit Canadian condi ti o ns. 

Y 1rs erv ruly , 

R. 

WS / 

C n 

/ /:/ • 
I 4¼/ /.} {.c ;,- ~._,: ) --0 and 
a.n g r 

a qa rt, Secretary 
. heep Breeders' As sociation 

L . Eme rson, Secretary 
~lb r t a Provi ncial Sheep Breeders' Associ a tion 

-
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Minutes of the Ad. Hoc. meeting Western Canadian Sheep Breeders, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Farmfair, November 16th, 1978. 

Peggy Newman 
Dave & Jeannie Cadsand 
Pat Reid 
Harold Trentham 
Bill Higginson 
Gerald Knight 
Carol Knight 

a/d:-
a-?d-
/2'.e 
a/d-
/3..e ' 
fi'tC<-?'-
-J4LC"--?"\... 

PRESENT 

Dan Cadsand 
Bi 11 & Marian 
George Rock 
Tom Reed 
Bob Holm 
Nancy Thomson 

?'.,c"d-

Stephen a/~ 
,a/C-
~/di-
,,{?.<?. 
4lc> 

Purpose of meeting To discuss the all Canadian Sheep Sale proposed by the 
Canadian Shee~ Breeders Association. 

All present agreed that an annual Canadian sheep sale was a good idea. 

Bill Higginson, Sardis, B.C. suggested and Bob Holm, Port Coquitlam, B.C. seconded 
that the sale be held at Brandon Manitoba in conjunction with the Exhibition in June. 
All present agreed. 

It was suggested that bids be requested from various Sales Managers. Peggy Newman cautioned 
that someone might submit a lower bid than another and not do a proper job. It was 
generally felt 10% commission was high enough. Bob Holm suggested that the sale be 
managed from the Province in which it is held. Dave Cadsand seconded the suggestion. 

George Rock suggested Ed Roth, for auctioneer. Gerald Knight is to talk to him at 
Agribition in Regina and find out his thoughts on the subject. 

Financing suggestions: Tom Reed suggested that the Canadian Sheep Breeders Association 
be approached for a grant to start a sale. Pat Reid seconded the suggestion. 

Bill Higginson suggested that the Canadian Sheep Breeders Assoc. be requested to make 
application to the Federal Government of Canada and the Canadian Sheep Marketing 
Council for a grant to help finance a sale. Seconded by Peggy Newman. 

Rules to implement to assure quality: It was generally felt that a SEVERE culling 
committee was essential to insure high standard of quality. Pat Reid suggested Dave Owen, 
1001 Pender St. Vancouver as a possibility for such a committee (He is head of 
production, Federal Department of Agriculture). A federal veterinarian was also 
suggested but Harold Trentham did not think this was necessary. However, all animals should 
be federally inspected before coming to the sale. Pat Reid motioned we leave the culling 
up to Dave Owen and he can call in anyone he needs including a vet if necessary. Bill 
Higginson seconded. Dave Cadsand felt there should be more than one person on the 
culling committee. Seconded by Bob Holm. 

Tom Reed felt we should all receive a copy of the minutes of this meeting. 

It was also felt transportation should be up to the individual producer. 

The feeling of those present was it would not be necessary to show in order to sell and that 
only lambs and yearlings be consigned. They also felt there should be a limit of two rams 
per breed per breeder. Females would be unlimited with the management having the ultimate 
right to limit the entries of rams . 

Nancy Thomson suggested a copy of these minutes be sent to the secretary of each provincial 
organization for them to consider within their own association. 

It was strongly felt by this meeting that a sale held any further east than Manitoba 
would not be well attended by western producers. Brandon, it was felt, is centrally located 
for both east and west and facilities there were quite adequate. 

We want it understood that this meeting was to discuss the general feeling regarding this 
proposed sale and the preceding minutes are suggestions only. 



NOVA SCOTIA 

P.O. BOX 190 
HALI FAX, N.S. 

DE PA RTM ENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AN D M A RK ETI NG 

MARKETING AND ECONOMICS BRANCH 

Mr. Brewster Kneen 
Sheep Producers Association 

of Nova Scotia 
R. R. # 3 
SCOTSBURN, Nova Scotia 
BOK lR0 

Dear Brewster: 

December 28, 1978 

Enclosed are extra photocopies of the Economic Report 
on sheep as requested. This has gone to the College for 
printing and distribution to a mailing list which includes 
the Federation. I understand there is quite a backlog of 
publications at the moment but copies will be available on 
request very soon. 

Your point about the different cost structure of 
sheep production is certainly true. The amount of employ-
ment and income involved in the primary production of each 
$1. worth of farm sales would as a result be higher than 
for the other meats - that is in the context of the Pro-
vincial Economy. Looking only at farm production, the 
economic impact is greater. When secondary economic link-
ages are considered however the situation is not so clearly 
favourable. The primary poultry industry for example has 
an inferior economic impact per unit of sales compared to 
sheep. The three poultry processing plants and the large 
scale employment resulting beyond the farm gate has to be 
considered however if you're looking at this from the point 
of view of the welfare of all Nova Scotians. 

B3J 2M4 

I would like to estimate the actual agricultural value 
added per $1. of sales for each commodity some day. The 
sales figures are generally used too loosely when comparisons 
are made between sectors. As you have pointed out this 
understates the comparative size and value of your business. 

The slaughter of the different plants are confidential. 
Looking at the published figures in the "Blue Book" etc. 
it would seem however that Canada Packers (PEI) have killed 
approximately 1,500 sheep and lambs in recent years. I 
believe Larsen's kill is very small - less than 200 head. 

I 2 
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Concerning the Halifax retail market for mutton and 
lamb, Statistics Canada did a detailed food survey in eight 
cities in 1976 including Halifax. They reported lamb and 
mutton consumption at an equivalent to 0.75 lbs. per capita. 
This compares with 1.5 lb. (eight cities), 1.5 (St. John's), 
1.1 (Montreal), 3.4 (Ottawa) and 1.5 (Toronto). I'm not 
satisfied that this reflects Halifax sales volumes and 
I'm trying to get more information on this. 

In the last Throne Speech of the last Government, 
interest was expressed in cooperating towards the 
construction of a new Farmers Market. The Waterfront 
Development Corporation also have tentative plans of 
including a Farmers Market in their development. We 
have cooperated with both, however, this is not primarily 
the Department's responsibility since the rationale for 
such expenditures are largely tied to urban renewal, 
recreational, aesthetic and other such benefits. If 
such a renewed market does emerge, it could I believe 
offer attractive accommodations for a venture such as 
the one you are considering. 

A background paper on the City Market that I prepared 
almost a year ago is attached. I believe you should approach 
Gordon Kinsman for full details on where this stands and 
for further research and evaluation of your particular 
proposal. 

Also enclosed is a copy of a supplement to the 1907 
Department of Agriculture Annual Report containing a 
series of articles on sheep in Nova Scotia. I recently 
came across this and I think you'll find it interesting. 
Best Wishes in the New Year. 

/slh 

Encl. 

Yours sincerely, 

/J~~ 
David Robinson 
Economist 



Dave Robinson 
Marketing and Economics Branch 
Dept. of Agriculture 
Halifax 

Dear Dave: 

Dec. 17, 1978 

In addition to the brief comments I made after the meeting Thursday; 

Overall your paper on the Sheep Industry is excellent. I think it gives a 
careful, balanced report that would accurately reflect both the economic 
situation, and the feeling of producers. I appreciate the care you tcok 
regarding the Association, our sales, and the problems the industry faces 
as regards breedine stock and shepherding skills. I am glad you picked up 
the point which I ha •re been making over and over again, namely that the 
cost structure of sheep is quite different than that of hogs, poultry, or 
dairy. I would like to see some figures on the net provincial trade tt in 
these commodities. I rather imagine that sheep area net plus for the 
provincial economy while hogs and poultry are a net loss on the basis of 
marketing and purchased inputs. 

Can you provide or obtain figures on the number of lambs killed in the 
recognized killing plants in the province, esp. Larsens? Canada Packers in 
PEI? 

Are you in a position to provide any data for us on the Halifax market in 
light of our interest in a retail outlet there? What about the Farmers Market 
that you or someone mentioned to me? Who can beet do the market research 
we need? 

I hope you can pupply me with 15 or so copies of your report before the New 
Year, of by the 4th, anyway. I trust you will also be able to supply 
copies to anyone requesting one if I mention the availability of the report 
in a letter to our members. 

Again, my thanks for a good job on the report on Sheep. 

regards, 

Bfewster Kneen 



UN/VERSIDAD NACIONAL DE RIO CUARTO 

Rio cuarto,24 de julio de 1978 

Nova Scotia Sheep Breeders As socia tion 

RR 3 Scotsburn , N. S . Ca na da 

Dear sirs; 

we ' ll be very much obliged if we could get any kind of 

informa tion in booklets a bout breeding , exploitation , ond s election 

of s heep , feeding , wool and flocks . 

We are a wia iting your r eply interest . 

yours f a ithfully 

JQ~ 
Ing. Agr.Atilio S . Mellano 

Univ e rsida d Na cional de Rio cua rto 

Fa cultad de Agronomia y Vet erina ria 

Area de Produccion nima l 

Catedra de 0v inot e cnia 

c . c . 103 

5800 Rio cua rto - Cba -

Republica Argentina 



Predator Control Committee 
Nova Scotia Sheep Producers Assoc. 
c/o Sheep Canada Magazine 
Spruce View, Alber ta 
TOM 1VO 

Dear Sil'.5: 

Mr. Knut Atkinson 
Box 43 
5959 Student Union Mall 
Vancouver, B.c. 
V6T 1K2 

I am researching for my B.Sc. Agric. thesis here at U.B.c. where I 
am in f ourth year animal science (wildlife management) and I was wondering 
if you could give me some help . My topic is the prevention of coyote and dog 
predation in the Fraser Valley. 

I would like some further information on t he two Provincial Acts 
applying to sheep protection t hat you have in Nova Scotia, especially in 
regard to how strictly these acts are adhered to. In addition how effective 

huvc the Komondor dog and the New Zealand fences ha¥e been in predator controlJ 

Any additi onal i nformat i on you have, especially in regards to costs 
of various fencing ; the effectiveness of the Wildlife Control Officers , 
ie . do they have a small area per officer ratio; and anyother control methods 
would be appreciated. 

Also, how do your municipalities identify dogs that are caught 
molesting sheep? By licences or do you have a tatooing program and is 
there any penalty for owners whose dogs molest sheep? 

If you have any additional i ~formation on these subjects that you could 
make available to me as well as any sources or references I would greatly 
appreciate it. 

Yours sincerely 

Knut Atkinson 
H~f ~f PHZ/\V 
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2 SECOND ST., YARMOUTH, N.S. 
P.O. BOX 128, B5A4B1 

Ms. Sandra Lougheed 
River John • 
Nova Scotia 
BOK INO 

Iear Ms. Lougheed: 

PHONE (902) 7~2-7111, TELEX 019-38535 

June 8/78 

I am in receipt ofyourletter of. M3rch 10th requesting a renewal of our ad lil the 
sheep fair catalogue. 

While Fann Focus tries to help different corrnnodity groups in every way possible, it 
has in the face of raising costs had to curtail it's spending in many areas and I 
regret to inform you that we will not be taking ad ad in you catalogue. 

We hope that you notice that we are giving much more space in the paper to the sheep 
industry and will continue to do so for the coming year, we feel this will be a greater 
advantage to the sheep breeders, than an ad in the catalogue. 

We are also prepared to offer three one year subscriptions to Fann Focus as prizes for 
some of the events held at your sheep fair. If any person winning a subscription is now 
receiving Fann Focus the subscription will be extended. 

We hope these arrangements will be satisfactory and we are enclosing forms to be used 
for the winner's of these subscriptions. 

These forms when completed should be forwarded to: 

Mr. Paul Boudreau, Circulation Manager, Fundy Group Publications Ltd., P.O. Box 128 
Yannouth, N.S., BSA 4BI. 

This letter was forwarded to you on April 6th but had carried an incomplete address, 
and therefore came back to us. We apologize for the delay. 

Yours truly, 

A.E. Maberley - Editor of Farm Focus 



N.S. SHEEP PROUDCER'S FAIR 
FARM FOCUS SUBSCRIPTION 

NAME ---------------
ADDRESS 

N.S. SHEEP PRODUCER'S FAIR 
FARM FOCUS SUBSCRIPTION 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

N.S. SHEEP PRODUCER'S FAIR 
FARM FOCUS SUBSCRIPTION 

NAME -----------------
ADDRESS ---------------

Please check one 

This is a new subscription ---
Please extend my subscription, 
rry present subscription expires ill ----

Please check one 

This is a new subscription ---
Please extend my subscription, 
my present subscription expires ill ---

Please check one 

This is a new subscription ---
Please extend my subscription, 
rry present subscription expires ill ---



April 17th, 1978 

Ms. Sandra Lougheed 
R.R. 1 
RIVER JOHN, N.S. BOK lNO 

Dear Ms. Lougheed: 

HOECHST 
PHARMACEUTICALS 

This refers to your letter of March 16th and the coming 
Annual Sheep Fair and Sale to be held at the beginning 
of September. 

As in the past, we shall be pleased to donate 10 x 100 ml 
HEPTAVAC to be used as a prize. However, due to budgetary 
cutbacks, we shall not be advertising in your sales 
catalogue. 

We shall arrange for the HEPTAVAC to be sent to you during 
the latter part of August. 

Best wishes for the success of this event. 

Yours truly, 

HOECHST PHARMACEUTICALS 

C. Thompson 
Manager - Veterinary Department 

CT:br 

cc: R. Poole 

DIVISION OF CANADIAN HOECHST LTD. - DIVISION DE HOECHST DU CANADA LTEE 
40 4 5 SO UL. COTE VER TU BL VD .. MONTRE A L. QU E. H4 R 1 R6 TEL . (5 14 ) 333-3500. CAB LE : HOS TAPH AR M MONT REA L - TE LEX 05-8267 41 

11::1 ANO HOECHST REG. TRADE MARKS OF HOECHST A G 
ET MARQUES D£POS£ES DE • , 



SCOTT MARITIMES LIMITED 
PLANT AT ABERCROMBIE POINT 

July 20, 1978 

The Sheep Producers of Nova Scotia 
C/O Mrs. Cathleen Kneen 
R. R. # 3 
Scots burn 
Pictou County, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mrs. Kneen: 

POST BOX 549D 
NEW GLASGOW 

NOVA SCOTIA 
TE LEX 019-36524 

TE LE PHONE (902) 752-8461 
B2H 5EB 

Your recent request for financial assistance has 
been forwarded to our Communications ~ mmitte ~nd 
we are pleased to advise the amount of $100.00 ~as 
been approved. \_____, • 

We are pleased to give support to this very worth-
while project and wish you every success. 

Yours very truly, 

C. A. Crowell 
PERSONNEL & INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS MANAGER 

CAC:CG 

Encl. 



" . . 

Burroughs Wellcome Ltd. 
C.P. 500 , Lachine, Que., Canada H8S 481 

August 2, 1978 

Sheep Producers of Nova Scotia 
R.R.l River John 
Nova Scotia 
BOK lNO 

Attention: Sandra Lougheed 

Dear Sandra, 

Further to our most recent conversation concerning our Coopavax~journal 
ad to be placed on the inside front cover of the 11 Sheep Fair Catalogue 11 , 

please be rest assured that the film has been forwarded to you under 
separate cover. 
Enclosed please find a cheque for the sum of $50.00 covering the charge 
for one full page advertisement. 
If any further information is required, please do not hesitate to contac~ 
me. 

Thank you, I remain, 

Yours truly, 

D 
Adver ng Assista 

HGH/bgs 

Tel.: (514) 36q-9211 Cables: Tabloid Montreal Telex: 05-24809 Wellcome 
@) 
Calmic 

@ 
Cooper 



Colin MacEachern 
St. Andrews 
Antigonish Co. 

Dear Mr. HacEachern: 

Nov 28, 1978 

A problem arising out of our September Breeding Stock Sale has come to 
light. One of the bigger buyers, Jim Lindsay of Ontario, has found that 
he got six wether lambs that were supposed to be ewe lambs. Some of 
the lambs were clearly identifiable and others not. 

Three of the wether lambs bore similar tags with four digit numbers 
beginning with 29 •• and "CME" scratched on the back. It would seem 
that thlaes might be yours. Could this be so? From Jim Lindsay's 
description these would be out of lot 79 or Bo, both of which he 
bought at $100.00. 

After consultation with the Directors we agreed to reimburse Jim for 
the difference between the price as market lambs of S50 and his co .. -
of $105 landed in Toronto or an average rebate of 555.00. If the lambs 
described above were yours, the diffe rence would be $60.00, allowing 
101 00 per animal for traseportation. If these lambs were yours., then 
the Association would like to have thell8o.oo rebated to Jim Lindsay 
covered by the consignor. 

If these are yours, please don not feel too bad about the error. Last 
year one of our most experienced producers ma.de the same error. 

Please let me know about this matter as soon as you can. My phone number 
in 925-2768. 

regards, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



Brad Persing 
RR 2 
Hampton 

ilear Brad: 

To follow up on our phone conversation last night. 

Nov. 28, 1978 

It seems that Jim Lindsay bought six wether lambs that were supposed to be 
ewe lambs. We know this happens, even to experienced prpducers and buyers. 
However, Jim bas been a major buyer in our market and it was the feeling 
of the Director• that we should make good on his loss. 

Jim figured his average cost, landed in Toronto, was $105.00. Some of 
the six were identifiable ,, some not. It seems that one was yours, with 
ear tag "Persing 109"• From his description this would be out of lot.' 
100 or 101 that sold for $70 and 580 respectively. We have paid Jim the 
difference between estimated market value of S50 and his cost, $55.00 each 
for the six. We hope tha t the Association can recover this from the 
consignors involved. 

I hope you getleverything sorted out beforewinter settles further in. It 
has hit us like a ton of bricks here already. 

regards, 
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Keen trade in breeding sheep 
BRIT AIN's sheep industry 
is booming. Profits from fat 
lamb sales are putting a 
keen edge on the demand for 
breeding stock. 

In July and August last year 
fat lambs averaged 114p a kg 
(51 ,8 a lb), which was enough 
to give buyers at last autumn's 
breeding stock sales confidence 
to buy at record prices. T.bis 
year's August average .of 
139•8p a kg (63.5p a lb) after a 
summer of record prices has 
inspired even more confidence. 

Auctioneers report that 
buyers are also expanding their 
breeding flocks to produce 
more fat lambs. New pro-
ducers are putting many more 
sheep on the market, but these 
are being snapped up and 
prices are even higher than 
last year. 

Breeding stock sales are 
drawing huge crowds. Pro-
ducers are responding to 
about £5 a head more for 

New feed 
mill cost 
£1·25m 
A £1 • 25 million feed mill at 
Ipswich, Suffolk, has been 
built by Pauls and Whites 
foods. 

Eagle Mill has taken two 
years to build and can handle 
up to 90,000 tonnes of feed a 
vear. 
• The company now has 10 
feed mills of which only two 
are more than 10 years old. 

" In proportion to our turn-
over we have spent more 
money on mills in recent years 
than any of our competitors," 
said Mr George Paul, manag-

.m g- director. . "Aut?mat\on 
helps to restrain cost mflauon 
and modem machinery pro-
duces feed of better quality." 

Mr Paul said the farmer 
who mixed his own feed was 
the company's major competi-
tor in East Anglia. The com-
pany would ask every self-
mixing farmer to consider 
whether he could increase his 
profits by buying compounds. 

Eagle Mill will produce 
feeds in bags for the whole of 
East Anglia and bulk pig and 
poultry feed for the southern 
half of the region. 

The mill has been built next 
to an existing dockside mill 
owned by the company. 

"We considered building a 
new mill on a fresh site but 
the advantages of dockland 
were too great to forfeit," said 
Mr Paul. 

DEADLINE FOR 
CLAIMS 

FARMERS who have received 
authority or approval under 
the Farm Capital Grant 
Scheme for applications sub-
mitted before May 31 , 1976, 
are being reminded by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
other relevant Government de-
partments to ensure that their 
claims are submitted before 
May 31 next year. 

medium weight lambs by pay-
ing as much as £80 a head for 
commercial Half-bred ewes; 
while crossing rams are com-
manding top prices. 

At the recent Kelso ram 
sale, Border Leicester tups 
were £112 a head dearer and 
averaged £37 4 • 77 a head. 
Blueface Leicester rams, 
which have now become 
popular with producers of 
Mule ewes, averaged £349-30 
a head, compared with £233 
last year. 

Suffolk, the most wi~ly 
used crossing rams, averaged 
£35- 73 more at £207 -73 a 
·head. 

The same pattern of higher 
prices is emerging from breed-
ing ewe sales. Entries are 
higher because producers have 
responded to last year's record 
prices, but demand has in-
creased more than enough to 
offset extra numbers. 

At Builth Wells, Powys, 
Welsh Half-bred breeders put 

700 extra ewes on the market 
and found plenty of buyers. 
The 11,471 total brought 
buyers from England and Scot-
land. Keen competition pushed 
up the average price of ewe 
lambs by £7 • 60 a head to 
£44-85 and two~year-olds 
averaged £63·95, or £11,10 
a head more than in 1977. 

At the societv's other sale at 
Nantec!wyd, Denbigh, there 
were 3000 extra ewes in the 
18,644 entry, but ewe lambs 
were £3 -19 a head dearer at 
£34 • 58, and two-year-olds 
averaged £55 a head or £4,88 
more. 

Across the border at Craven 
Arms, Salop, Scottish bidders 
swelled the crowd at the Clun 
Forest breed's main sale. As 
at Builth Wells, the top ewes 
made more than £80 a head. 

The average for older breed-
ing ewes was £50-43 a head. 
This was £10-53 more than 
last year, while overall the 
sale average was £ 11- 98 a ewe 

Buyers and sellers crowd the ringside at the National Sheep 
Association's ram sale. 

.ffiis,•)t.il&......;;-!I,·,.· •• , .. ·1. '.1 ' ,. • 
Top-priced ram at Builth Wells was this Texel, bought by 
Mr Michael Reynolds (right) from Mr G J Owen (left) for 
£997·50. 

up at £56 • 57., a record for the 
event. 

The Meat and Livestock 
Commission has produced 
figures which indicate how 
much the good trade fo breed-
ing stock can be related to fat 
lamb returns. 

These show that in May, 
when prices were expected to 
fall as the first flush of new 
season lamb · hit a market 
weakened by the seasonal 
break in the French trade, the 
average price was actually 2lp 
a kg (9 , 5p a lb) higher than in 
April, and almost 30p a kg 
(13 • 6p a lb) up on the pre-
vious May. 

It has fallen since the record 
May price average of 161- 2p a 
kg (73-27p a lb), but more 
slowly than expected. In 
August it averaged 139-8p a 
kg (63-5p a lb), or 25-8 a kg 
( ll -7p a lb) more than in 
August last year and 49p a kg 
(22 • 27p a lb) up on 1976. 

So the breeding sheep sales 

started with the fat lamb 
market offering about £4 • 80 
more for an 18 kg (401b) lamb 
than it was last year and 
almost £9 more than two years 
ago. 

Long-term confidence has 
also been increased bv the 
prospects of an EEC sheep-
meat policy which provides 
constant access to the 
French market and a good 
forecast on prices from MLC. 

In its quarterly review, the 
MLC suggests that UK prices 
will increase again this autumn 
and that prices will be higher 
next year. 

"Current indications are 
that the seasonal peak in 
hogget prices around next 
Easter could be between 165p 
and 170p a kg (75p to 77•2p 
a lb) estimated dressed carcass 
weight," the reviews says. 

"Prices for lambs from the 
1979 crop are likely to show 
a further increase compared 
with this year's levels." 

All-breed ram 
sale draws 
the crowds 
THE BUOY ANT demand 
for breeding sheep brought 
a huge crowd to the first all-
breed ram sale to be held in 
Wales. 

The National Sheep Asso-
ciation organised the event at 
Builth Wells and it attracted 
658 rams from 22 breeds. 
Though some breeders were 
disappointed by the prices and 
withdrew their animals, there 
was a brisk trade for most 
breeds and for all unregistered 
rams. 

Some of the · Down breeds 
not well known in mid-Wales 
found the weakest trade. Only 
12 of 58 Hampshires changed 
hands for an average of £96 • 60 
a head. 

One of four auctioneers sell-
ing 212 pedigree Suffolk rams 
reported selling only 93 of the 
175 rams handled for an 
average of £108 ,93 a head. But 
the market for tups suitable for 
the production of cross-bred 
breeding ewes was exception-
ally good. 

The current strong interest 
in Texel sheep was reflected. 
Only three pure-bred rams 
were on offer and these 
averaged £728 a head. The 
overall sale top price of 
£997 • 50 was paid for Mr G J 
Owen's two-shear ram which 
he bought as a lamb at Lanark 
for £380. 

Buyer was Mr Michael 
Reynolds, Craven Arms, who 
is setting up a new Texel flock 
after being impressed by the 
breed during a Continental 
visit. • 

"I have 400 ewes at present 
and the plan is to start a small 
Texel flock and then see how 
to use the breed in conjunc-
tion with the existing flock to 
produce fat lambs," he said. 

"I like the Texel breed be-
cause it produces a lamb which 
suits the Continental market 
and that is where our future 
lies." 

The second • highest price 
was paid by the Liberal MP 
for Montgomery, Mr Emilyn 
Hooson., for a ram lamb to use 
·on his flock of 500 Welsh 
Mountain ewes at Pen-y-Banc, 
Llanidloes. 

"I will use it to produce 
cross-bred ewes which will 
breed lambs that will not run 
to fat too quickly and will 
match export demand,'' Mr 
Hooson said. "I paid £609 be-
cause I-thought the ram had a 
good fleece for conditions on 
my hill farm." 

The 33 cross-bred Texel 
rams on offer averaged 
£132 • 39 a head, which topped 
the average paid for most of 
the registered rams at the sale. 

Blueface Leicester tups, now 
in great demand to produce 
Welsh Mule ewes out of Welsh 
Mountain sheep, also sold well. 
The 42 entered averaged £345 
and ram lambs averaged £430. 

A shearling entered by H R 
Henderson and Son, Carlisle, 
topped its section of the sale 
when it sold for £ 535 • SO to 
Mr M Webster, Llandrindod 
Wells. 

Border Leicester rams were 
sold on the same site. The 
Champion exhibited by Mr W 
Pritchard, Cardiff, sold for 
£420. 

After the sale Mr George 
Hughes, chairman of the Wales 
and Border branch of the sheep 
association, said the event 
would be held again next year. 

"There were not enough 
buyers for some breeds perhaps 
because thev have never been 
sold in the· area before," he 
said. 

-
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Art of cooking mutton unknown to Canadians 
WINDSOR - Mrs. Gernot Zil-

lig has bee.n cooking mutton for 
many years. A native of Ger-
m any, she knows of old 
fashioned German recipes and 
uses them @Oking for her Cana~ 
dian family now living at Scotch 
Village, Hants Co. 

Mrs. Zillig demonstrated 
coc;>king mutton yesterday at the 
Atlantic Winter Fair and she 
will give the demonstration 
again at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
She says Canadians don't know 
the value of mutton, nor do they 
know how to prepare it. 

Mr. Zillig, and her husband 
set up the booth which is spoo-

r sored by the Sheep Producers 
Association of Nova Scotia. 
Terry Dugie, Scotch Village 
tends it during the day and 
breeders come in and tend it in 
the evening. 

Many of the wares at the booth 
are products of sheep from Mrs. 
Zillig's 250 acre farm. The Zil-

Jig's have 270 ewes, 80 of wllich Mutton, Salami: 
are purebred Qorset. She also Mix' the same amount of 
has a small Dock of about 40 ground pork with the same 
natural colour sheep from which amount of ground mutton or if 
she does not dye the wool. They • youwishafirmersausage, three 
rang~rom grey to nearly black. parts ground mutton and one 

She sells most of the wool from part ground pork. Mix well with 
the farm to commercial buyers, salt, pepper, a little saltpetre, a 
but som~ is sent to be made into Jittle sugar and chopped fine 
yarn which she sells locally. onions or garlic. 

• • Stuff into casings~ dry the 
The Zilligs also have some sausage in an airy room, not too 

Yorkshire sows on their farm, warm, with no draft for three to 
jersey cowS, ducks aod geese. four days. Then smoke with 
They sell about a hundred geese slow, cool smoke of hardwood 
and close to 200 ducks each sawdust for two weeks. The 
Christmas. smoked • salami can stored 

Following is Mrs. · Zillig's re- with a coat of cheese wax or put 
cipe for one of her specialities, in the freezer. 



Federation of Agriculture 
Truro 

Aug. 13, 1978 

\~ 
\ 

\ 
I 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sheep Producers Association 
on Aug. 12, 1978, the following resolution was passed: 

The Directors of the Sheep Producers Association hereby rKll{Vl[Kt 
move that the N. S. Federation of Agriculture request of the 
Farm Loan Board full disclosure of the amounts of funds disbursed 
by the Board to the different agricultural sectors, i.e., Hoga, 
Dairy, Beef, Sheep, Poultry, Blueberries, etc. 

Our Board of LJirectors would like this resolution to be acted upon 
at the next Directors Meeting of the Federation on Aug. 16. 

I 
\ 

\ 
Brewstkr Kneen, Secretary 

\ 



.RESOLtrl'tON - C.F.A. SEMI-ANNUAL - JULY 25-27th, 1978 

JUDITH HUBBARD 
EASTERN CANADA WOMEN'S DIRECTOR C.F.A . 

• •·"' . .. ~HE .PARM FAMILY AND THE FAMILY FARM 

, WHEREAS A-family controlled and operated farm industry is 
part of, the stated goals of C.F.A. At present over 901 of the 
tarms in Canada are family owned and operated. These farm.· 
.families are an important factor in maintaining rural populations 
jnd- the viability and stability of rural communities; they are 
an efficient and dependable source of food production and provide 
a · form of social organization that is unique and productive. 

NONETHELESS there are pressures and stresses on the farm 
~amily for which solutions should be sought and policies developed 
t~ remedy the ill effects - e.g.: • 

... 

-

the cost price squeeze 
price of land and machinery (capital) 
low levels of net income and capital investment 
feelings of isolation (social and geographical) 
lack ·of dependable and competent farm labor 
decreasing number of farm families in the community aeea 
children leaving the farm (of 37 farmers (commercial) 
interviewed in Cumberland Co., N .s. only 16 expressed 
optimism of youth continuing farming) 
size of the farm operation and the management or labor 
ability of the family 
retirement and how to pass on business to children 
difficulty for young people to start farming • 
the off-farm working wife-mother 
non-recognition by income tax of the farm wife who works . 
on the .farm as a true partnership 
family ·break-ups and lack of marriage counselling to 
prepare couples going into farming (eolleges and Universities) 
f ina·ncial recognition of family labor 
quota systems and production increases 
a rural farm oriented peer group for farm youth 
farm chores and other social and recreational, extra 
curricular activities and recognition of farming as a 
profession 
the small and part- time farmers and their expansion 
seven day a week work . schedule 
the age group of farmers - 2/3's will be out of farming 
by the year 2880. There can be no stable society unless 
Agriculture is s~able and uses a high percentage of its 
manpower. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that C.F.A. initiate a series of 
studies and consultations which will give member organizations 
opportunity to express t heir views on the type of policies and 
programs which will enhance the position of the farm family in 
Canadian agriculture and assist in reducing the stresses and 
.pressures these families are experiencing. 
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August 9, 1978 

Kneen Brewster 
Nova Scotia Sheep Producers Assoc. 
R.R. #3 Scotsburn 
Pictou County, Nova Scotia 

Dear Kneen, 

1402 QUEBEC AVENUE 
SASKATOON, SASK. 
S7K 1V5 

Enclosed are the films you requested from George Tosh. Please 

return them to our office as soon as possible, along with any comments you 

have regarding them. 

CANADIAN LAMB 

Yours truly, 

Mona Fichter, Secretary 
SASKATCHEWAN SHEEP AND WOOL 

MARKETING COMMISSION 

PURE VIRGIN WOOL 
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Nils Petersen 
oy Evans 

Gentl•men: 

Sept. 25 

I should have contacted you both sooner about the Atlantic Winter Fair 
Oct. ?-14 in indsor. 

I have been discussing plane with Edith Zillig tor our emall booth at the 
Fair and • ~di th has it all figured out, and I think 1 t will be quite simple. 
I told her it was quite impos ible for us to have much to do with it 
because of di.stance and the Laob Sale on the 7th here. 

So, could you two get in touch by phone and talk with Edith about what 
is needed, please. What we have in mind is simply a display booth 
extolling the virturee of sheep and lamb, particularly from the standpoint 
of good-eatin&• 

dith had B\.18Sested asking various sheep producers in the area to man the 
booth !or spells. She sent a list, and I am afraid th-¼ t there a.re some on 
the list who would do a better job than others. I would like to leave 
the matter up to you two and Edith. 

I will get what display material and booklets I can down to indsor before 
the 7th. one way or other. 

The booth is only 10' by 10' so it should not be hard to fill, particularly 
with Edith's i magination. 

Hope t his is al o.k. with you. 
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Sept;20 Edith: 

Thank you for the salami - a very nice one. Such a gift is far beyond the "call of duty". It makes nice sandwiches, a good change from the peanut butter! 
As for left-over roceries, I will not tell you their cost. Keep them. use them, and enjoy them! 

No one has contacted us about the fleeces you found on the road. 
Now to the Winter Fair: 

Thanks for your great ideas and the detail. Needless to say, it is hard for us to do much from here, particularly with the lamb sale to look after on the 7th. 

Would it be asking too much of you to ask you to do a couple of presentations on "mutton dishes" and the like at times scheduled for your convenience'l You could use the booth for that, couldn't you? We could supply more of Madame Benoit's cookbook, to go along with t he little gr een one. 
Your sugge&tion for the booth design is excellent. How could I imprpve on it? 
The Videotape has gone on to New Brunswick and then back to Saskatchewan, so it is not available. 

Part of the display could be my photos of electric fence along with a mimeo sheet of infonnation about electric fence and what the Associa tion is doing. 
I will also prepare a brief membership applica tion together with a few comments on the value of being an Asemciation member. 

We also have some posters left from the Canada Sheep Council and some wool books. 
Your idea about a display on Use of Sheep Products, Wool sounds very good. Your display at the sheep fair was really neat. Janetta Dexter might be interested in participating in tha t with some of what she did at the fair. 
I will look around for other information we could have available on lamb production and marketing , etc. 

I will write up a letter and send it to the people you suggested. However ,, it would be much better if you or someone there could work out the schedule. And who knows what cmoperation we will get from the post office. 



.'onday eveninc; . 

after tl-.e Sl:eep _ cd r . 

Dear C thie anQ dea:-c }!revrster : 

~ith a success"ul S1eep Fo. i r ehino ~ou, 
y ou have t o r cover fro .. , all t he wor r and exc i terJent o. _6. t.: oubles . 
-..•J en I due; i n the freeze_· t o- d2,y f or 1 rs . Loncheads salo.u.i, I :;ot the 
idea I t)hal l ..., nd you one rn.?, l arc. i to he lp , ou vii t h the ttr ecovery ::.·- om 

t hat n v, b ;.j l6. i :1c really. the rno s t sui t o..ble r;e e er oc 1.p ieet i'o:r our 
6 Fairs . l enjoyea t i e ~air ver: fu c~, it was a lot of ~or~ a nd 
preparat ion 1 :c~ l lric} t, hovrever it r:as fun too . :3ut w mt a trip back 
h one we baa. .. .. . .• 7,' ith quite worn out nerves vre arr i eJ, here . Anyway •-
one of t he "events on t h e v,•a;;- " was : ,.,,e :p icked up 2 age v. ith fleece s 

' f lyin50·,.1e1· t he l~if; v:a.,- . Some uody coin'~ r10:-~1e _ ro,;1 the F ir Il:ust :ea·. e lo c.: t 
t hese L bo.c;s . Have :,ou cu i o.ea , hh-cr v;as it? I f :·on ,ear who 1e or Phe 

\ . ,:it, ~/.) .~ t:rn ; ba:;G-; te l tte r.: t o pi k the • up at our :p .. , .. ac e, so lone; :r v;ill 
n.c:1..110 the 2 bac;s up i 'i the b2,rn . One bac; i s f ro :. a .f eedco <Pa Dy i n r8. i_~~-
i n one ba'---:; a re 2 fleeces and ::'.. . one ba[; i s one :Cleece . It loo .. ;::s to me 
like Loice:-:,ter or Le ic este1·cro ss flee ces . 

Unloaa..:..nc; the old popcoo l er I ui sc overed urn:e:..' t h e ·•ilany lettuc e 
bac;s t 1.~G followinc can t een items : 

4 cans of apple juice 

1 can of milk 

l ? lbs of mc~r carine 

Honcense to s end. ·tr~ese groce:-..' i es bc-,ck to you, hovr ever p l ease Vil' ite me 
Vihat you pa i d f o::c these croce:r:ies cc~nc. I 1.·.:ill buy thev.1 ""1· 0 t11e Si1eep 
ro ,-·uce-,,~ £\RS . o.·_op~e ·t1"1' 0 - u ·e~ ·'-i' o·- \'" 1 1 1 t -, I ..,_ - .. .;; - , __ ,.., ;::; _ L :c.; l,_ u ', .1._ oe o <: • o ~·ou, :· r . ·creasnrer? 



coula. p i e~: up t:_e little '--Teen recipe "'.)ooJ:le t vl:icli tllc A:·r . off i ce iD 

she caGe too late . I W8.n t t :..c.t y ou 1-'.:nov: t; .i s too . (l'lr10rs f-0 1 :e times '°J_'O\'T 

terrible) . 

wil - se t up . :a 2;arete sta~·ts pr,::J.c ·'--ice tec..c:,2-nc here •0 e oy t o- .. orrov1 

eollec;e . In cace : ou ·:mnt t o ·:enc ~,ie a :nes0a:.;e via her, i t is o. to ue . 

Sl:e i s 11 _:an 1 s cia~: h ter " and is \':ell i nfo t:e d r ; at I do or plan o.n6 uay 

I too:{ th( \2,se 1., • ti: t he sl1eep ou t of he c upboarci t o- da3- o.nci set :Lt near 

t 1e n i ce :uug ;you ca,re 1:1e yesterday . Looks 

entc:-rin:·• our i:i t c}1en ad.•.irec~ ~~ ot:r, of ,rour \" o:·ks on our :cite•: ent2.lle . Tl:anks u u 

a -- ain . Ce_ Lr, ;nl y I v.rill treasure t r_cm . 

,e, a::c·ds t o yot1 c, ll, especiall;y my yolm0 pup)e t e er 

Rebek:a, 



Ahhe Hutten Sept. 20 

Now that the Sheep Fair is behind us we are thinking about the Winter Fair. 
It seems tha t the sparkplug in the Windsor is Edith Zillig (no surprise) 
and she is the person to contact for details. We have been consultinJ . 

The booth will be all we can handle, unless Edith overdoes it again and wants 
a l a rger space for her "preparing mutton" presentation. 

I do not forsee any problems, and should you desire any further information, 
lease contact Mrs. Zillig 1 Scotch Village. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen 

p.s. I would like to meet you one of t hese days. I like what you have been writing 
in Farm Focus. 



.A..TL"4NTIC WINTER. 

WINDSOR STREET HAI/FAX NOVA SCOTIA 

:Srewst er =~neen , Sec I y 
:Jheep ?roduc ors 
~ -~ - 3 , 3c otsturn , 
July 19 , 1S'78 

T-.T Ci 
, . ~-) . 

1- ,. -·. ,_) . 

PHONE -155 - 219:J 

L reply '·o your note of ,T1me 13 , we ' ve no,v .ni!lalized the ass i~nment 
of boo t:.1s at the 'tl gn.t:i c TT ir ter .1' 2.ir . ?or the ~heop :?roc.ucers ·.re 
are ho2. _· ng ·--oo i;h 71 • 

'i..s ~rou :~1c1,y kno,.1, his is a ten feet b;y tea _eet sp::c o . T you ~.ecide 
to do cookinc de onotrati ns .:.'or ,1hich ;you need rrio~e space , fo r instanc e 
i yo11 e:;{.!.. e c t o.. j_fJ .. i!'z i zed au.cl i enc e , vie c o1~ 1d proba"bl~r ar1--a11ge to let 
yo·, us e one of t he ___,xhi bi ts s pa c 'J S ( see enclosed. ·loor p_ q__n , such 
as ·J::::llibi ts :3 . ' :i.s beL~G use . ::or t 1e 7aby \ni.:1al •arm, anc I believe 

is a proj e c tlon roon. 

T'l e~' se let nc ' :no-.7 • ·ore or less ·.,h.';.t 3rou v1il1 be d- ing a t the Fair , 
so I ' lJ. ~c.,VG S Ol.18 ideo, of ·.1ho.t is Going on, i • 9 • t 1 8 k i nd o.f h<'n . Ol ts 
you ·._ri_J_ , i.,,triou · e , t1e t ype of displ a~rs etc . 

'3ince :rau ' re a lo t closer to Truro t 1 n t o ::mr~ville , y.ou ·will possibly 
f' nd i t use f nl Jo \ro r\: '.Ii th "tay ::.'oote , !"r1ar~:et i ng specialist , or 
Jin1 ·:ac ' _ _._ee , both Oi. t e :T . 'J . ·)ept. 0f \cricu.1. ture 2..t Trur o . under -
stand ,T i 7. i :J "l,)rLl ::-1f; on booth desi5n . 

T'l e se c ontact me if yoc-,. 1ave any qu.e -~ tion~ recarding t~1~1)ooth . 
:'.i ncerel y , 

11:d 
'nne ~-::utt en, n . : . J ::..rector 

J. t l antic '7 i:r.1ter , aj_r 
l. . 7. .1 , ~=ej1tville , : . .J . 34H 3V7 

THE ATLANTIC SHOW WINDOW OF AGRICULTURE 
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Speed Message 
Date ____ J -=un=e-"------'l=-3"-,'-----"l=c-<,9'--'-7---"8 __________ _ 

To _____ ~A=n=n~e~ H=u~t~t~e~n~----------- From _ _ ____________________ _ 

• 

Wilson.Jones 

Dea1 Awe . Being the season of lambing-shea 1 ing and soon making hay , we ha ve 
not had a meeting of our Directors since early April, and we have no meeting 
planned at this time. 
However, I can give you my assurance that we will put on t he booth - ten by ten 
is fine, plus a cooking demonstiation when tlrat is a11anged . 

C wn"oerland Wool skin will also be displaying at the sheep Fait , so thex e is no 
problem t here . 

We 'll be i n touch later .• . 

Signed _______________________ _ 

DIVISION OF SWlNGL INE OF CANADA LTD.• GRAVLINE FORM ••·900 2-PARTS (t, 1975 • PRINTED IN CANADA 



ATLANTIC WINTER 

WINDSOR STREET HAI/FA% NOIIA SCOTIA PHONE -155 - P/93 

Brester Kneen , Sec. 
Sheep Producers As s ' n of N .. 
R.R.3 1 Sc otsburn , N.S. 
June b , 1978 

Dear Mr . Kneen , 

In our letter of April 17 ou indicated that the Sheep Producers Ass 'n 
would be interested in runn ing a booth at the At l antic .Tinter c=iir . You 
did not et have a definite commitment from the directors on this . 

I'm won ering h oi.-1 ou are coming with pl~ns for the boot h - ere all the 
irectors in agreement? On our pP rt , the Producer ArEa Rppe ars to 

be coming a long beautifull . We have something like fifteen commodity 
groups , plus the ederrition of griculture which wi ll fe r1 ture especiRl ' 
beef , i us some of their other groups. It looks li ke 2 fu rouse . 

You sugges t foc us inj on the food preparation s i de of mutton and lc1mb . This 
sounds good. I wonder whether we coul plan for an i nformationa l booth , 
in the ten by tens ace al otted to you , lus a n act i ve cook i ng demonstrR tion 
in~ separate area . Some of the groups want to put on demonstrations 
and what we hc1ve in mi nd is to rotate them throughout the run of the fra ir. 
'ou coll d have a cou ;le o hour -long eriods , or two hours , wh c>tever is 

needed , with a home economist preparing l r1mb , hr1nding out bite-size - ·ces 
to t he public, giv i ng tis on how to f reeze , cook and serve. In this 
wa the demonstration cou l d su ple ment the booth. The booth itself could 
feature man of the items from your sheep Fair . 

There's ·ust one thought - we a lsow ill have 2. booth b Cumber 8na Woo l 
Sk in . Wou d there be an over -c:I ' ing between them and yollr r,rou ? 

If ou 'd like to meet wi th us to do some 
Truro in he next couple of months ; or if 
~rea , lease let me know . 

, ince rely , 

~ii~ 
Anne Hutten 
R • R . 1 , Kent v i lle , N . c • 
B4N 3V7 

l anning , I mar m?n~ge ad~ to 
ou 're in theWindsor-Y-entville 

THE ATLANTIC SHOW WINDOW OF AGRICULTURE 
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Anne Hutten 
R.R. 1 
Kentville 

Dear Ms. Hutten: 

April 17, 1978 

I am sorry that your letter concerning the Atlantic Winter Fair did not 
reach me a day sooner, as I would have been able to present it to our 
last irectors meeting . 

However, I think I know our LJirectors quite well and I am sure that their 
response to your invitation would be positive. We have taaked at ti es of 
tyring to do t hings in other parts of the Province and you have presented 
us with a good opportunity. 

I think tha t what we would like to do would be to set up a display, using 
some materials from our Sheep Fair, focusing on the cooking and eating of 
lamb and mutton. Just how we would do •his would have to be worked out 
hetween our members and you. We have a number of very active members around 
Windsor, and it is they who do the canteen for our Fair. But I am also 
thinking of telling p{"Ople how to prepare lamb and mutton. If we focus 
on just the food side, the project would be manageable. 

So this is as definite an answer as I can give without a Decision of our 
Directors. I hope you can get the support you need to go ahead with this. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



.. r -- "' 
ATLANTIC WINTER 

WINDSOR STREET HALI/AX NOrA SCOTIA 

Br ews t er Kneen 
Col d Spr ings , N. 3 . 
Mar ch 28 , 1978 

Dear Mr . Kneen , 

PHONE 455 - 2193 

I:i n~ But ler of Gaspereau t ells me tha t you are s ecret a r y f or the 
provinci al sheep producer s or gan i zation . 

The At lant ic Winter Fai r i s be i ng held t his yea r October 7 t hr ough 14 
at Wi ndsor , N. S. , on a strong "Back To The Countr y " t heme . To hel p 
r eal i z e this , we would l i ke t o get as many pr oducer groups i nvol ved as 
pos s ibble . 

Would the sheep producer s be int er es t ed i n r unning a booth , 10 ' s quar e , 
t o pr omo t e their product? We ' d espec i all y like t o s ee ac t i v e di splays 
or demons trations , wi t h fr ee sampl es i f possible . I f you should come 
up wi t h an i dea t hat r equi re s mor e spac e, we mi ght be able to ar Tange 
f or t h e use of a lar ger exhi bi t area f or a f e rv hours . Pl ans are s t i ll 
w1.de open . 

The ai r will donate t he spac e ( $300 . per boot h ) to producer groups . 
To hel p t he s ame peopl e , t he Dept . of Agri cul t u.re is wor k i ng on des i#t) 
and background s f or the boot h s . I f enough i nt er es t ·s gener at ed f r om 
t he produc er s , re may sens a delega t i on t o t h e Hon . J ack Haw,.ins and 
ask f or a gr ant t o cov er s t affing costs . Thi s will depend lar gely on 
the r esponse we ge t fr om your own and other or ganizc1.ti ons . We have 
about a dozen lined up a t present - ch i cken , po±k, apples, etc . 

Please l et us know ~rour deci s •1 on on t hi s soon . Vie ' d like to have f i rm 
commi t ments by t he mi ddl e of Apr il or s o , a s t hi s is val uabl e space . 

sd7::e;-'.;Jt= 
Anne Hutten , P . R. Director 
R. R. 1 , Kentvil l e, ~- . s. 
B4N JV? 

THE ATLANTIC SHOW WINDOW O F AGRICULTURE 



Dear Exhibitors: 

NOVA SCOT IA 

DEPARTMENT OF AG RI CULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

MARKETING AND ECONOMICS BRANCH 

P.O. Box 550 
Truro, N. S. 
B2N 5E3 

September 6, 1978 

As you are aware, the Atlantic Winter Fair is fast approaching. As has been 

the practice in the past, the Atlantic Winter Fair (through Anne Hutten) has asked 

that I consolidate all day and week passe s f or exhibitors. Could you please, by 

return mail, complete the att ache d exhi bi t or s pa s s requests. Prompt return will 

allow for distribution of passes i n advan ce of exhibit dates. 

If any confusion arises, cont act t his off i ce . 

Sincerely yours, 

R. P. Foote 

Marketing Specialist 

Marketing & Economics 
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ATLANTIC WINTER FAIR 

EXHIBITORS LIST BY BOOTH ALLOCATION 

EXHIBITORS 

Federation of Agriculture 
(includes Mink Producers) 

Beekeepers Association 

Chinchilla Breeders 

Herb Growers 

W.I.N.S. 

Atlantic Fresh for Flavor 

Sheep Producers 

Spare 

Department of Agriculture 

International Pumpkin Contest 

Combination Booth 
Vegetable Producers & 
Farm Fresh Marketing Assoc. 

=Woodlot Owners Association 

Dairygoat Association 

Rabbit Producers Association 

CONTACT PERSONS 
-
Lester Settle 
Jim MacAfee 
Donald Mullen 

Jerry Smeltzer 
Lorne Crozier 

Carroll Spinney 
Jim MacAfee 

Alec McKinnon 

Norma Mosher 

Gerald Rozee 
Susan Clark 

Brewster Kneen 

Ray Foote 

Howard Dill 

Roy Layton 
Pauline Meek 
Dave Smith 

Reg Foley 

Jim Keatley 

Victor Bent 

Nova Scotia Fruit Growers Assoc. Lynn Hoffman 

Pork Producers 

Blueberry & 
Maple Producers 

Ken Canavan 
Sherry Porter 

Sybil Brown 
Jack Sibley 
David Dickinson 
Dale Mcisaac 

ADDRESSES 
P. O. Box 784, Truro 
P. o. Box 550, Truro 
Box 64, RR#2 Weymouth 

P. o. Box 550, Truro 
P. o. Box 550, Truro 

Brookfield, Colchester Co. 
P. O. Box 550, Truro 

P. o. Box 159,Bear River 

P. o. Box 550, Truro 

P. o. Box 754 ,Pier 22 ,Hal. 
P. o. Box 550, Truro 

RR#3 Scotsburn 

P.O. Box 550, Truro 

College Rd., Windsor 

Port Williams 
Canning 
Dept. Agric. & Mktg, 

Mktg. & Econ. Br.,Kent. 

RR#3 Kentville 

RRl/2 River John 

P.O. Box 994, Wolfville 

RR#2 Canning, Kings Co. 

RR/13 Newport 
P.O. Box 550, Truro 

RR/tl Bass River 
P.O. Box 550, Truro 
RR#l Parrsboro 
P.O. Box 550, Truro 
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Mr. J. R. Wood 
Lister Canada 

Dear Mr. Wood: 

Aug. 19, 1978 

Further to my letter of Aug. 8. I was talking with Bill Oulton last night 
and I guess I did not understand the arrangements he thought he had made 
with Mr. Munn. It was Bill's suggestion that you try to supply a display 
of the handpieces and equi pment you sell as few people here are familiar 
with them. Bill particularly felt that people should have a chance to 
see both the wide and narrow handpieces. It was also his feeling that 
the wide handpiece would be preferable as a prize. We would certainly 
be glad to provide display space for any equipment you could provide. 
If all types were on display, the winner could then choese wide or narrow. 

I hope this clarifies the situation. I should have checked with Bill 
before responding last time. 

It was a pleasure to have Mr. vunn with us last yeat and should it be 
possible for you or him to come to the Fair this year to make the 
award and enjoy the festivities, you would indeed be most welcome. 

I am enclosing two copies of the catalogue, for you and Mr. Munn, as well 
as an invoice for your ad. 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



. . 

Mr. J. R. Wood 
Lister Canada 

Dear Mr. Wood: 

Thank you very much for your letter. 

Aug. 8, 1978 

In a few days you should receive a copy of our sale catalogue. Your ad 
turned out very well. 

I would think that the narrow handpiece would be very acceptable. The only 
other shearing machine in use, ae I am sure you know, is the Sumbean with 
the narrow (2J .. ") comb, and it would be easier for someone to go to the 
narrow Lister, I should t hink. May I take this opportunity to thank 
you and Lister for your generous contribution. 

Could I suggest that there might be a number of people interested in 
t e Lister machine and that if you have detailed infonnation and prices, etc., 
perhaps we could make it available at the Fair. Our own flock runs 350 or 
so and we are using two sets of Sunbeam shears but not enjoying it. But 
it is a big jump to a Lister. A year ago I wrote to England to inquire 
about other shears and the information I received from Lister included 
the Lister Supreme portable clipper and shearing head. Could this machine 
be used on our 220 60Hz current? If so, what would the price be? 

I look forward to hearing from you and to receiving your generous contributions 
to our shearing competition. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



. . . -
DIESELS 

R. A . LISTER CANADA LTD ., 56 CHAUNCEY AVENUE, TORONTO, ONTARIO M8Z 2Z4 • CABLE ADDRESS: USTACHE • TELEX: 06-984622 • TELEPHON E: (416) 239-8431 

Mr. B. Kneen 
R.R. No.3 
Scottsburn, N.S. 
BOK lRO 

Dear Sir : 

July 27 , 1978 

To recap the events to date, we were talking to Mr. Bill Oulton 
who informed us of the up and coming shearing competition of 
September 3rd 1978. 

In response to Bill's request to purchase advertising space in 
your programme, we have made the arrangements with Mrs. Kneen 
to send our insert directly to the Pictou Advocate. We understand 
this has been received and therefore we will be pleased to receive 
an invoice for the amount we owe a~soon as convenient for you. 

We are pleased to offer a donation to the shearing contest as well, 
which we will be sending to you under separate cover. We favoured 
sending all communication etc., to the one address and we trust 
this is convenient for you . 

During the conversation with Bill, it was mentioned that not many. 
people were aware of the availability of our narrow hand piece plus 
the fact that it is easier to han ~ for the beginner. We were 
wondering would the narrow hand piece be acceptable as a prize or 
would the wide hand piece be preferred7 

We look forward to your reply. 

Yours truly, 

JRW :ep 
Parts Manager 

A HAWKER SIDDELEY COMPANY 



DIESELS 

R. A . LISTER CANADA LTD ., 56 CHAUN CEY AVEN UE, TORONTO , ONTARIO MBZ 2Z4 • CABLE ADDRESS : LIST ACHE • TELEX : 06-984622 • TELEPHONE: l41 6) 239-8431 

Our Order _ _ 2-'-59.:.._7,;___ _ ___ _ 

Date Issued Aug. 21, 1978 

Customer ' s Order No. ____ _ 

Date Aug . 17 , 1978 

SOLD TO : 

Sheep roducers Association 
of Nova Scotia 

QUA N. 
ORDER ED 

1 
6 
12 

cjo Mr. B. Kneen 
R.R. #3 
Scotsburn, Nova Scotia 
WW l~n 

QUA N. BA CK PRI C E 
S HI PPE D ORDER 

1 
6 
12 

MODEL OR 
PA RT NO . 

249-10751 
22 10368 
229-00267 

SHIPPED TO: 

Same 

D ES C RI PTION 

SHEEP SHEARING 

Narrow hand piece 
Combs 
Cutlers 

A HAWKER SIDDELEY COMPANY 

Invoice No. T 31787 
Date Shipped Aug. 18/78 

Via Rush - CNX 2081 

Terms N/C 

N/C 
N/C 
N/C 



cc: 

Canadian 
Broadcasting 
Corporation 

Cathleen Kncen, 
R. R. ,~'3, 

Societe 
Radio-
Canada 

Scotsburn , Nova Scotia. 

Dear Ns. Knecn , 

June 5 , 19 78 

Thank you for your letter of J une 2nl, concerning our 
"Country Cane? 1 <1 11 pro j ect on sheer. This is -i co-orerative 
effort ct,-!C'C'n our unit ;rn,.1 CBC - TV I s "L-in-1 an·l Sea" program 
in Halifa:. Mi ke Gillis Pill be using part of the effort 
for his "Lan 1 <'n-3 SPA. 11 rrogram Fhich is a more ['.eneral loo'( 
at the re~iv0l of the sheer in~ustry in the M-iritimes. Our 
rrogram is <1 rrofilc of Pnyne £1nrl his orerntion, in Phich ,-~e 
Pill examine the rrosrects of the sheer in'1ustry in that 
part of Nov2 Scotia an~ in Canafa as a vhole . Wayne an' I 
both come from the same rart of Saskatch0wan , so an alie~ 
1imension F0 1 l l b0 incluiing is Hhnt it ' s lilce to nove from 
the TTheatlen1s of the prairies to the sc>lt Marshes of 
Nov<1 ScotL.,. 

I have t2 1ccn tho liberty of fonrar 'ing a copy of your 
letter to Mi ~e Gillis in Halife:. l\w1 alc-o , plense 1ccer us 
both in min l if you have any m0terial ,,•hich Fil 1 tell us a 
bit more <1bout the sheer in 1ustry. 

Yourf. Sincerely , 

Sanly Cushon, 
Host , "Country Cilna lt:>" 

Mi'cc Gillis, 1-la ifc1:· 



June 2, 1978 

Dear Sandy Cushen, 

I unde r stand from Les St oodley tha t you are in the process of preparing 
a show on the sheep industry in general and Wayne Woolfitt in particular. 
That will be a very interes t i ng assignment, :bc since the sheep industry 
in this a r ea is in a r a ther exciting phase of growth (as opposed to its 
compara tive decline everywhere else onx the continent). 

Whi le one reason for t his is certainly the a r rival of competent and 
ded i cated farmers like Wayne (though he is in no Wf.Y typical in the size 
of opera tion he has mounted - such a land base is s i mply not available 
generally, and the family flock is more usua l l y 250-400 breeding ewes, 
which does support the family), I am sure that a major reason is the 
annual She ep Fair. 

This is a project of the Sheep Producers Association, focuss ing on the 
annual sale of breeding stock but also indluding just about every other 
aspect of she p production, including the best JOIIUIX wool craft show in 
the east. It foc usses on breeding stock and shepherding skills because 
t hese a re the big problems facing the expanding industry: both are in 
short supply, and neither can be crested overnight. arketing is less of 
a problem; prices i n Truro have been the highest in the country over the 
past ye~r, and what problems we ha ve can be traced to small vol ume. 

I trust you will be able to attend this year's Fair - I' m sure you will 
enjoy it thoroughly! And in the meantime, I would be more than pleased 
to help background you on the sheep industry in this area, in any way I 
can. 

Sincerely, 

Cathleen Kneen 



C. A. Douglas 
N.S. Provincial Ex 
Box 192 
Truro 

Dear Mr. Douglas: 

Sept. 25, 1978 

Enclosed is our c eque for $787.00 to cover rental and clean-up for the 
Sheep Fair. 

Thank you for attending to the matter of manure and garbage disposal. 
It was a relief to all of us not to have to look after that matter this 
year. 

We have had a great many comments this year on the excellence of the Fair 
and its organizationi and particularly on the new building. It seems to 
be the opinion of everyone who attended the Fair t hat t he new building 
was absolutely perfect for such an event. It certainly wa s easy to manage 
set up as it was. So please convey to the Board of t he Ex our gratitude. 

May I also take this opportunity to formally reserve t he same space for 
the Sheep Fair in 1979 on Labour Day Weekend. 

Best regards, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 

1 



Mr. Brewster Kneen, Secretary, 
Sheep Producers Association of N.S. 
RR#3, Scotsburn, N.S. 
BOK lRO • 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

P.O. Box 192, 
Truro, N.S. B2N 5Cl. 
September lSth, 197S 

, We were very pleased to have your group hold its show 
and sale on our facilities again this year and trust, that 
from the facility standpoint, everything was satisfactory. 

When talking with you while here, you stated that it was 
going to be very difficult to get people to do the necessary 
cleanup of the grounds and facilities . You talked with Scott 
llllarlin and he agreed to get help to put the manure to the 
centre of the barns , clean up the Sales Arena and do some 
clean up around the buildings . 

We arranged to get Johnstone & Blades to haul the garbage 
from the grounds and Willis Cavanaugh to haul the manure. 

We have paid for these three items and are 
to the invoice. Mrs. :Marlin also mentioned the 
giass which were broken. These can be replaced 
$35.00. This is also added to the invoice . 

adding them 
five panes of 
at a cost of 

Yours very truly , 

CAD/jm _ 

-tf.t:1.fJ~~ 
C.A. Douglas, 
N.S. Provincial Exhibition . 

.............. ,., .. ....... ··---



David Coombes 
Secretary-Manager 
The N.S. Prov. Ex. 
Box 192, Truro 

Dear Mr. Coombes: 

April 17, 1978 

In reply to yours of April 4th. Yes, we agree to the price for the rental 
of facilities as outlined in your previous letter of Feb. 27. We will look 
a fter the cleaning of the barns following our sale at our own expense. 

One question has been raised by our Virectors who had heard tha t the 
yellow homecrafts building was to be coming down this 1summer. You had 
not ment j oned that and indeed we ha ve agreed that t hat is to be part of 
the facilitiesrrented to us for the Sheep Fair. If this is not the ca se, 
please advise us immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



Mr. Brewster Kneen, Secretary, 
Sheep Producers Assoc . of N.S., 
RR#3, Scotsburn, N. S . 
BOK lR O. 

Dear Mr . Kneen: 

P . 0 . Box 192 , 
Truro, N.S. B2N 5Cl. 
April 4th, 1978. 

Thank you for your letter of March 20th confi rming 
your i ntention to utilize our facilities. 

I trust that you will be using the facilities 
mentioned in my letter to you of February 27th, 1978. You have 
not indicated as to whether you wish us to look after the clean-
up at your expense or i f you plan to clean up the fac i l i ties 
yourse l ves. Please i ndicate what you intend to do. 

We have been able to come up wit h a firm price 
for t he use of the facilities, that price is $600 . 00 for the 
t i me period requi red. 

DC/jm 

Yours very truly, 

f)~/ -~~~ 
David Coombes, 
Secretary-Manager, 
N. S . Prov. Exhi bition. 

............ ,., .. ....... ··---



David Coombes 
Provincial Ex 
Box 192 
Truro 

Dear Mr. Coombes: 

March 20, 1978 

Thank you for your letter of Feb. 27 outlining our agreement concerning 
facilities for the 1978 Sheep Fair. 
We had a chance to deal with t his at a recent Director's Meeting. It 
was the opinion of our Board that rental should be about $500, the amount 
we can expect to take in at the door for admissions. This leaves us having 
to cover all our other costs out of solicited donations. We rely on 
the commission from the Breeding Stock Sale to pay for the cost8 of the 
Association during the year. 

Lnclosed is a copy of last year's Fair catalogue and program. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kaeen, Secretary 



Mr. Brewster Kneen, Secretary, 
Sheep Producers Assoc., of N.S. 
RR#3, Scotsburn, N.S. 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

P.O. Box 192, 
Truro, N.S. B2N 5Cl. 
February 27th, 1978. 

It was a pleasure to meet with you last week to discuss your facility requirements for your 1978 Sheep Fair which is to be held August 31st to September 2nd. 

This is to advise that we have confirmed the following buildings for your organization: - New building (unnamed as yet), approx. 140' x 80', available Friday noon, Aug. 31st to Sunday, Sept. 2nd - 5:00 p.m. Should there be any display forms, show cases, etc., in this building, they will be available for your use during this period. Any damages, will of course, be your responsibility. - Sales arena and two adjoining barns available Friday noon, August 31st through Sunday, Sept. 2nd - 5:00 p.m. 

In the Sales Arena there will be an office with tele-phone (long distance calls - extra), washroom for your staff and committee, an area with water for your canteen purposes. 
Homecrafts building available Friday and Saturday. I understand that thi s will be used for a social on Friday evening and possibly a dance on Saturday. 

If you advise, public washrooms will be available in the Race Track area except for a time period allotted for Sunday races. This should be approximately from 2 - 4 p.m. Other arrange-ments for public washrooms will have to be made and I would suggest the possibility of the washrooms in the :MacMillan Show Centre. 
You mentioned that you may leave the cleaning up after your show to us, at your expense. If you would like to leave it that way you can be sure we will charge you only the expense of the 

clean-up. If you wish us to quote a price we will have to allow a margin to cover the unexpected. 

••.••. , ••• x 1!t2 • t•·····••-.,.s . • 1111. 9ttt2· 

. .. /2 

............. ,.,., ... ., ... ··---
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Concerning the partition between the s t alls in the barns, we will make sure they are in good repair. 
Regarding the cost, as I mentioned to you, the f igure should be very close to last year's. Should you wish us to proceed, we will develop a firm price for your group. 
Trusting our facilities will help make your '78 Sheep Fair a successful one. 

DC*jm 

Yours very truly, 

( ', , / -f~~~t/tf__u;, ~/I_ v t,1- t,'-C--C/ (; "t / 1/ 
David Coombes, 
Secretary-~anager, 
N.S. Prov. Exhibition. 



Mr. John Dowling 
Double Jay Farm 

Dear Mr. Dowling: 

July 18, 1978 

Sorry for the delay - we have been making hay in heavy weather. 

Breeding Stock Sale: Cheviots, Suffolks, and crosses are main breeds. Some 
Clun Forest, Grayface Ewe Lambs, Leicester, etc. 

197$ prices: 75 yrl. ewes ave/ s113.oo 

) 
Lamb St le: 

25 2 yr ave. 80.00 
255 ewe lambs ave. 72.50 
89 mature 64.50 
64 rams - lambs avel23.00 

mature 14o.oo 

1087 head - 778 feeders, sold as bucks, m or feeders (mixed 
ewes and wethers) 
287 breeders, mostly uniform lots of ewe lambs 
22 rams for breeding 

Total sale was S39,282.oo. I cannot give you the breakdown 
on this without some difficulty, sorry. 

Both Sales held in Tunro,-breeding stock sale at Exhibition Grounds, 
Feeder sale at Maritime Cattle Market. Rail transport available, but 

' most go by truck. Vallie and Powell do a lot of the trucking. I think 
you could best get further information, should you require it, from 
Maritime Cattle Market, Truro. Lambs van be held pending trasport and 
usually are. We will make sure they are well cared for, to a point. 
~nclosed is our notice to consignors for this years aale which should answer 
your othter questions. Also enclosed is our last years catalogue. I will 
send th i s years as soon as it is available. 
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John Dowling 
Doublej y Farm 
H 4 
Gananoque, Ont. 

Dear 1r. Dowling : 

Tha nk you for your inquiry . 

June 19 , 1978 

We run t wo sa l es e ch fall. 'he fi r s t is our breeding stock sale which 
includes both purebred and commercial s tock, ramsi ewe l abs , etc, with 
a tot al of 600- 800 head. This is held Labour Day weekend in 'I'ruro. See 
enclosed ca rd. 

Cur second sa l e is held t he 7th of October t his year. It is billed as a l amb 
sale nd includes s ome br eeding stock as well as cull ewes in a ddition to 
l ar bs . La s t year we sold nearl y 800 l ambs with a tota l aa l e of 1090 head. 
Thes e are ood l ambs sold in smai-1 uniform lots . 

Our sales a t t r a ct buye rs from all ove r the east and often from f urther west. 
Our lamb sal e r egula r l y a ttra<Et s Ontario buyers . I am sure you would find it 
owrthwhil e to a t tend . 

s to Bl a ckfa ce breeders : Andr ew Ficha r dson, cotsburn, BOK I RO 
Brian Nettleton , Box 544 , Truro 

I hope you will f i nd it possi bl e to a ttend one or both of our sa l es. 

Sincer ,l y , 

Brews t e r Kne en, ec' y 
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May 11, 1978 
Dear Mr. Emke, 

In response to your letter of May 1st: 

- You are very welcome to bring breeding stock to our sale. 
- There is no show of sheep associated with the sale; although 
there is a breed display as part of the Sheep Fair, it is deisgned 
simply to show the typical members of different breeds, and there 
is no competition. 
- There is no limit on numbers that can be sold. I enclose a copy 
of the Fair programme/Sale catalogue from last year which includes 
the sale rules. As you will see, consignors guarantee that their 
stock is sound, and this is basically the only restriction. 
- The sale will start at noon on Saturday, September 2, and sheep 
are to be delivered the prevtmos day. Details will be sent to all 
consignors in plenty of time to make arrangements. Sheep leave the 
sale barn at the end of the sale, though many of us stay on for the 
Fair events on Sunday and do not remove our sheep until after that. 
- The Fair and sale are held at the Provincial Exhibition Grounds in 
Truro, Nova Scotia. This is the major rail terminus and is just over 
half an hour from the Halifax airport. We can certainly send a 
detailed map if you want. 
- There is no entry fee. 
- The sale commission is 5%. 
- We have arranged accomodation at the Agricultural College in Truro, 
quite near the sale iicility. I am not yet sure of the cost for this 
year; las t year it was $7.50 for bed & breakfast, double occupancy. 
Otheraise there are good motels in the vicinity. 
I enclose a sale report for last year's sale. 

All this sounds very businesslike, and I would like to a~ that we 
wold be more than pleased if you bring stock to this sale. We feel 
we have developed a sound market here for good quality, commercial 
breeding stock and I am sure that the addition of quality purebreds 
would be profitable for us all. 
Please do not hesitate to let us help you in making any arrangements. 

Yours sincerely, 

Cathleen Kneen for the seceetary 
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BOX 1Ull, CARLETON PLACE, ONT. ~100C 
115 K7C 3P3 

June 15, 1978. 

Mr. Brewster K.neen, Secretary, 
Sheep Producers Association of N. S. 
R. R. If 3, 
Scotsburn, N. S. 

Dear Brewster: 

Thank you very kindly for your Association cheque for $1,125.00 

We will check at our next meeting to see whether it is agreeable 
with council that the contributing associations receive copies of the 
minutes of the meeting. Now that they are directly involved financially 
it is my feeling that they should be a party to council's activities and 
should receive all information available. 

On another matter the Wool Growers would like to put an ad in 
your sheep fair bulletin and would like to hear from you on this matter. 

JCR:cd 

Best regards to you and Cathy. 

Yours very trA, 

~ ·(!_ ~-U •C.· Ross 
Secretary Manager 
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BOX 11 SO, CARLETON PLACE, ONT. • KOA 1 JO 

January 12, 1978 

Dear Mr. Lund: 

The Canada Sheep Marketing Council, by unanimous decision at a 
recent meeting, has requested funds from the various Provincial Sheep 
Associations and Provincial Sheep and Wool Commissions to assist in 
financing the new Canada Sheep Council, which will commence when the 
current Council is phased out of existence. 

We have attached a schedule showing the amounts due from each of 
the Provincial Organizations, which has been based on sheep population in 
Canada as of July 1st, 1977. 

At a recent meeting Council has requested acceptance in writing 
from each of the Provincial Organizations to reach the Council Office not 
later than January 31st. Following acceptance, payment of the actual cash 
should reach the Council Office by March 31st, 1978. We would appreciate 
it very much if at your earliest convenience you would take this matter up 
with your Provincial Association requesting the acceptance of the amount 
shown, with a letter of acknowledgement and acceptance to be directed to 
the Council office. Verbal acceptance has been received from several of 
the Provincial Bodies, but the A.G.M.A.P. Review Board in approving Council's 
Proj ec t for financing, will require formal letters of acceptance. 

JCR:es 
Encl. 

Thank you for your early attention in this matter. 

Yours very truly 

,-/r-'. ,( ,__,_,; 
i / 1 J. C. Ross 

Secretary-Manager 



CANADA SHEEP MARKETING COUNCIL 

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY ASSOCIATIONS 

TO NEW CANADA SHEEP COUNCIL 
FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31st, 1977 

ALLOCATION OF $15,000. BUDGET 

* BASED ON SHEEP NUMBERS AT JULY 1st, 1977 (000 OMITTED) 

PROVINCES 

Prince Edward Island 

Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick 

Quebec 

Ontario 

TOTAL - EAST 

Hanitoba 

Saskatchewan 

Alberta 

British Columbia 

TOTAL - WEST 

TOTAL - CANADA 

SHEEP NUMBERS 

6.7 

39.7 

11.6 

43.5 

131.0 

232 , 5 

19.0 

77 .o 
160.0 

44.0 

300.0 

532.5 

* COURTESY OF STATISTICS CANADA 

% OF TOTAL 

1.2% 

7.5% 

2.2% 

8.2% 

24.6% 

43.7% 

3.6% 

14.5% 

30.0% 

8 .2% 

56.3% 

100 % 

AMOUNT 

$ 180. 00 ',"' 

-~ -125.~ :_) 

330.00 

1,230.00 

3,690.00 

$6,555.00 

$ 540.00 

2,175.00 

4,500.00 

$8,445.00 

$15,000.00 







WOOL PRICING 
POLICY OF THE NOVA SCOTIA WOOL MARKETING BOARD 

Fred A. Pierce Marketing Officer 

The Wool Marketing Board has the authority under their marketing plan to 
buy, sell and store wool but chooses not to in lieu of a system which more 
accurately caters to the needs of the producers in Nova Scotia. 

According to C.D.A. statistics, Nova Scotia producers,because of this approach, 
receive nearly the best price for wool in Canada which is quite an accomplishment 
when one considers that there is only one processor in the province . 

Each year, the Marketing Information Officer of the Wool Board, solicits 
the four authorized proc essors or purchases paying prices for wool. Each of these 
plants is recontacted when the marketing intelligence information has been 
rece.ived, in an attempt to encourage the prices to be paid to be as uniform as 
possible and competitive as necessary. 

When the final prices of each planthave been received these are confirmed by the 
wool Board and then circulated to each known producer in the province along with 
other pertinent information to sheep producers, eg. dates of the Sheep Fair, Lamb 
Sale, authorized receiving plants, payment process for wool, preparation procedures 
for wool and a list of the Board members and officers for the ensuing year. 

There are three members of the Wool Board representing three geographic 
areas of the province: East which includes all of Cape Breton Island; Central 
which includes Antigonish, Guysborough and Pictou Counties and Western which includes 
the remainder of the province. 

Each member is elected for a three year term. Producers are nominated each 
year for the zone whose term as expired. If no nominations are received the wool 
Board appoints a person from that zone to act as the Board member. In the past few 
years there have been no elections and most of the members of the Board have been 
appointed by the Board. 

If you require any further information about the function and operation of 
the Wool Board please feel free to contact me. 

Fred A. Pierce, Marketing Information Officer 
Nova Scotia Wool Marketing Board 
895-1571 Ext. 193 

May 15, 1978. 

' 



Cape Breton Lamb Ltd. 
P. 0 . Box 1330 
Sydney, Nova Scotia 
B1P 6K3 
(902) 539-6300 

FARM OFFICE 
R. R. No. 4, Mabou 
Inverness County, Nova Scotia 
BOE 1X0 
(902) 258-2194 

Mr. Brewster Kneen 
Secretary 

March 22, 1978 

Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
R.R. 3 
Scotsburn, Nova Scotia 
BOK lR0 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

Thank you for your letter of March 8 referring to the meeting and 
resolutions of the Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia. 

Fred Lachowiez, who has received a letter from you on the same subject, 
asks that this letter be regarded as a reply to your correspondence to 
him as well since the dates chosen for our sale were a consequence of 
discussions at the Board meeting which we both attended. 

The Board of Cape Breton Lamb has decided that the open sale of stock 
will be held at Mabou on Saturday, September 30. I do hope that this is 
sufficiently close to the Nova Scotia Sheep Producers' sale on 
September 2 to comply with the wish expressed in their resolution, 
without being so close as to detract from that sale. Following our open 
sale , there will be an additional sale of breeding stock on Monday, 
October 2, but this sale will be limited to Cape Breton buyers. 

I understand from the Cap e Br e ton Sheep Producers' Association that the y 
will be having their annual feeder sale on Wednesday, October 4, and 
should the Nova Scotia Sheep Producers have their feeder sale on Saturday, 
October 7, the publicity associated with our sale will hopefully also 
benefit the provincial feede r sale. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time regarding our plans. 

DN/e s 

Yours sincerely, 

David Newton, 
President 



Fred Lachowiez, President 
Cape Breton Shep Producers 
R.R. 1, N. Sydney 

Dear Mr. Lachowiez: 

March 8, 19?8 

No doubt you will have seen the article in the Halifax Chroniele-Herald 
on Monday concerning our semi-annual meeting last Saturday. The reported 
did not check with anyone else, and given the discussion, I thought she 
did extremely well. She did err, however, i n her report of the resolution 
passed at the meeting. 

As I have it in my minutes, and I checked with the mover of the resolution, 
the worMing is as follows: 

That a formal letter be sent to Cape Breton Lamb and to 
Cape Breton Sheep Producers inviting their cooperation 
in the setting of a date for "off-island" sa le of bt"eeding 
stock on Cabe Breton this f all, and suggesting tha t the 
date be set in as close proximity to our sale of breeding 
stock on Sept. 2 as possible." 

Interpreting t his, we are hoping t here can be some consultation as to the 
date of the sale of the Cape Breton breeding stock and tha t the date can 
be as close to our sale on Sept. 2 as possible. 

sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



Cape Breton Lamb 
David Newton, President 
Box 1330, Cabot House 
Sydney 

Dea r Mr. Newton: 

Marxh 8, 1978 

No doubt you have seen the report of our meeting last Saturday in the 
Monday edition of the Halifax Chronicle-Herald. Tbe reporter did her 
best, which was good except for an error i n the wording of the 
resolution passed. She did not check her story with us. 

The resoluti on, as I have it in my minutes, and as it was confirmed 
by the mover, reads as follows: 

That a formal letter be sent to Cape Breton Lamb and 
to Cape Breton Sheep Producers inviting their coopera tion 
in the aetting of a da te for the "off-island" sale of 
breeding stock on Cape Breton t his fall, and suggest i ng 
tha t the date be set in as close proximity to our sale of 
breeding stock on Sept. 2 as possible." 

In accordance with tmis, may we invite your coopera tion in the settin , of 
a date for your sale, if poss ible, and may we suggest thst it be held a s 
near to Sept. 2 as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secreta ry 



May 23, 1978 
Dear Stu: 

Thanks for your reply to my letter. However, I must strengthen your a rgument 
in favor of the full $1000 request. 

The Sheep Fair needs no justifica tion. Enclosed are a few more bookmarks. 

On the fencing : I was rather disappointed tha t we never had more than the 
barest minimum of a verbal report from Roy on the College set up, which was 
an inadequate test anyway given the shortness of the fence and its loca tion. 
The five wires would keep sheep in without power. I have had a lot of rl:nus 
visitors to see our different set ~ps because mine are done on a commercial 
basis, tha t is, minimal cost/maximum efficiency, and I am ge t ting very good 
at it. I am doing what the 11 innovative demonstration" should have done, 
the r efore I think it legitima te to ask the Dept. to give us further support 
to get the fencers and equipment at the lowest feasible cost to producers. 
To put it bluntly, Stu, I think the Dept. did a r a ther poor job last year 
and we are giving you a chance to make it up to us. (I think the six of us who 
got 1the energisers last year and did not pay duty, whic l, we still owe the 
Association, should pay t he Association that amount. I fac just hea rd from the 
Tariff Board that it will be at least the fall before we get a hearing . We 
could deduct the duty from the $400 requested rather than billing the Dept. 
again. How's tha t for a bar gain?) 

May I invite you in one of your many "free momenta" to drop by and take a look 
for yourself at what we are doing. 

/ 



NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

LIVESTOCK SERVICES BRANCH 

Truro, N. s., B2N 5E3 
May 17, 1978 

Mr. Brewster Kneen, 
R. R.#3, 
Scotsburn, Pie. Co., N. s. 
BOK 1RO 

Dear Brewster: .. 
Received your fetter of May 9th. It appears to me, on the surface, that your request for $600 in 
support of the Sheep Fair will be considered 
favorably. However, the additional request of 
$400 on fencing is going to be a little more difficult to deal with, simp l y because the Innovative Demonstration l ast year that was carried out with the electric fence, should be suffic i ent, in most peop / es 1 minds, to eliminate any further expense. I realize your expense was in relation to the Tariff Board appeal, and should be considered as a l egitimate expense, however I am not at all sure that this can be dealt with favorably. 

Thanks for the bookmarks. I have distributed these to our staff and feel that if you have a dozen more that we could certainly give them out to peop l e who would have an inte rest in going to the Sheep Fair. 

Yours very truly, 

)J- t1J.~ 
~~~by; - P.Ag., cf 
Director, 
Livestock Services 

SFA/gp 

I 



Stuart Allaby 
Director, Livestock Services 
Dept. of Agriculture 

Dear Stu: 

• May 9, 1978 

That was a worthwhile excusaion to Moncton to meet with David Newton, and that 
is the last I have heard. We have not had a word from Cape Breton Sheep 
Producers - no minutes, no money, nothing! 

Lambing came on us and only now am I getting anything else done. We keep 
learning of new problems one can encounter in running a l a rge flock. Rams 
remain a problem with us - enough vigorous rams. Our twinning was not what it 
should be, and part of that is rams and part flushing properly. But we go 
on learning. 

The real point of t his letter is our annual appeal. 

Rental of the Exhibition grounds will cost us $600 this year, and since we are 
slightly altering the format, I should like to ask, on behalf of the Association, 
for a contribution of S600 from the Dept. of Ag. for the Fair. I trust this 
will not be a difficult request to meet. 

In addition I should like to ask for $400 as a grant to the association for 
work on fencing, including the time and cost of the appeal to the ~~~iff Board. 
I have found that consulting on fencing has taken a bit of time and the 
Tariff Board appeal will take time. My stipend was increased this year to 
$600 as you probably know, but there are still growing costs for the phone, 
bables, and postage, etc. Therefore the request for S400 for administrative costs 
in connection with our work on the electric fencing. 

I trust you will respond at your earlie~t convenience. 

Enclosed are a few copies of the "bookmarks" tha t we are using this yea r. 
How many can you distribute one way or anothe r ? 

Regards, 

Brewster Kneen 



Dr. Brian Nettleton 
Box 536 
Truro 

Dear Brian: 

March 6, 1978 

In response to your letter of inquirey to the Directors of our Association may I take this opportunity to inform you that the Directors received your letter with interest. 

As you know there have been periodic attemp1Bto hold shearing schools but it would appear that you have had more success with t his so far than others. In light of the apparent need for such schools and your interest in organizing such, the Directors of the Sheep Producers Assocution support your efforts in principle. We would like to receive further details as soon as possible so that we may communicate these to members of lthe ssociation. 

Kid regards, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary n 

• 



Mr. John Mactavish 
Deputy Minister 
Lands and Forests 
1740 Granville St. 
Halifax 

Dear Mr. Mactavish: 

March 28, 1978 

Could I express to you a belated thanks for the cordial meeting on March 1. 
Those of us me eting with you reprted back to our meetings that we felt the 
conversation worthwhile and that we looked forward to having your 
cooperation should problems arise in the future. 

At a Director's Meeting yesterday we discussed, briefly, the issue of 
livestock insurance as it might relate to sheep. We did not reach any 
conclusion though I am sure the discussion will continue. Part of the 
problem with sheep is the fact there are very few risks of an epidemic 
nature even though our death loss can be high.And predators strike so 
randomly and then particula rly in certai regions that it wo•,ld be hard 
to get a lot of producers interesteg. 

I thought you might like to take note of the enclosed. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



Nova Scotia 
Department of 
Lands and Forests 

Mr. Brewster Kneen 
Secretary 
Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
RR# 3 Scotsburn 
Pictou County, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

P. 0. Box 516 
Kentvi 11 e 
Kings Co., Nova Scotia 
B4N 1C3 
February 1, 1978 

In reference to your correspondence with Hon. 
Vicnent J. Maclean, I have been asked by the Deputy Minister, 
Mr. John Mactavish to determine if your group could meet with 
him in Halifax, March lat 11:00 a.m. in his office at the 
following address: 

6th Floor, Dennis Building 
1740 Granville Street 
Hal i fax , N . S . 

An earlier meeting date was originally suggested, 
however, other conmitments have made it necessary to defer the 
session until March. 

/sb 

Yours very truly, 

Merrill Prime, 
Director of Wildlife 

' (._ \,, 0..,,1..... I'.,"!) ,t 



SHEEP PRODUCERS 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTF.S 
for DEC. 3, 1977 

A S S O C I A T I O N OF NOV A S C O T I A 

1) Meeting convened by the President, Andrew Richardson, at 11:30 a.m. Minutes of the Semi-Annual Meeting (Feb. 18, 1977) were approved as read. A question was asked concerning the shearing school: a few people turned up at Ted Lund's. Members interested in attending a shearing school are asked to contact Nils Petersen or Ted Lund. 

2) Predator Control: The Secretary reported on the problems of bears this year in Guysborough County. Quite a few sheep have been lost in different parts of the county. A letter concerning this from the Minister of Lands & Forests was read, as well as a letter to the Federation of Agriculture from the Antigonish Co. Federation concern-ing bears. At present, sheep killed in Pictou, Inverness and Victoria Counties by bears are compensated for by the Counties. The question of responsibility was dis-cussed and the meeting felt that since bears are protected, they are the responsibility of the Department of Lands & Forests. 
The following resolution of the Directors, passed by them Oct. 29, was moved and seconded: 
"Whereas predators are one of the major deterrents to the expansion of the sheep industry and bears are an increasing problem to sheep producers in Nova Scotia, The Sheep Producers Association of N.S. requests that the Department of Lands and Forests assign a person as Predator Control Officer, to be available when needed and free of other duties, to deal with special predator problems wherever they arise. The Predator Control Officer should also be responsible for training other. ·Lands and Forests personnel in predator control. 
In addition, the Municipal Act should be revised to require compensation for sheep killed by bears. it 
In light of previous discussion the last sentence of the above resolution was 
amended to read: :J "In addition, the Department of Lands and Forests should provide compensation for sheep killed by bears." 
The amended resolution was passed unanimously. (Note: this resolution was also passed by the Annual Meeting of the Federation of Agriculture Dec. 10th.) 

3) Sheep Fair: A brief financial report on the Sheep Fair was given: 
With paid attendance of about 500, not including buyers and 
consignors, total income from all sources was about 
Total expenses, including prizes and $660 loss on the 
barbeQue, came to about 
Leaving a net loss on the Sheep Fair of 
(which also includes sale catalogue and rental of 
all facilities) 

4586.02 
$ 550.63 

Breeding Stock Sale: 508 head sold for a total of 
75 yearling ewes 

$39,891.35 

25 2-year olds 
255 ewe lambs 
89 mature ewes 
64 rams 

Commission and bid-in charges 
Expenses (no rental) 
Sale net income 

2054.43 
432.96 

$ 1621.47 



MINISTER OF LANDS AND FORESTS 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA 

Mr. Brewster Kneen, 
Secretary, 
Sheep Producers Association of 
Nova Scotia, 
R. R. 3, Scotsburn, 
Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

P. 0. Box 698, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
B3J 2T9, 
January 3, 1978. 

---

I have requested my new Deputy Minister, 
Mr. John Mactavish, to meet with your group early in 
February once he has acclimatized himself to the Depart-
ment. 

I certainly hope this will result in the 
desired cooperation. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Maclean. 



1 eli\ o«. '-'4...(,--r • 
Extended season possible 

The department of lands and 
forests might extend the hunting 
season on black bear, but is not 

' at this time considering paying 
compensation to sheep farmers 
whose flocks have fallen victim 
to bears. 

Lands and Forests Minister 
Vincent MacLean said in a press 
release Tuesday every effort is 
being taken to proll;lote the hunt-
ing and trapping of the black 
bear, including prov:ision of 

snares, traps and advice for 
property owners. 

However, compensation for 
damage to sheep flocks "does 
not necessarily fall within the 
jurisdiction of the department of 
lands and forests," he said. 

Any compensation scheme 
would be very difficult to ad-
minister "considering the var-
ied and often complex ramifica-
tions" associated with wildlife 
involved in depredation. 



r 
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SHEEP PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 

The Hon. Vincent MacLean 
Minister of Lands and Forests 
Halifax 

Dear Mr. MacLean: 

In response to yo,~ r press release of Dec. 13 regarding bears: 

Dec. 22 1 1977 

I can appreciate the care with which you have stated your position at this time. 
We are well aware of the precedent that would be eatablished in granting 
compensation for sheep killed by bears. We also realize that bee keepers and 
graeberry growers have problems with bears. It waa in recognition of the 
broad scope of the problem that the resolution passed by the Fede ration of 
Agriculture was supported by three county Federations as well as the Sheep 
Producers. 

Now that things are quiet, we would like to express our desire to meet with 
you and/or your new Deputy Minister without prejudice to see if we can 
establish a better working relationship than seemed to be possible with 
Mr. Burgess. Neither sheep hor bears are going to disappear, and we would 
rather work together without confrontation. 

We should like to invite your Deputy, by name, as well as yourself, to meet 
with our Directors in January. Please let me know if this would beffeasible. 

Best wishes to you for Christmas and 1the New Year, 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Sec'y 

P.S. Please to not weaken in your stand against budworm spraying! 



MINISTER OF LANDS AND FORESTS 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA 

P.O. Box 698, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
B3J 2T9, 
November 9, 1977. 

Mr. Brewster Kneen, 
Secretary, 
Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia, 
R. R. #3, Scotsburn, 
Pictou County, Nova Scotia . 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

This will acknowledge your letter of October 31, 
1977, with reference to black bear and sheep. 

In regard to depredation control personnel, one 
technician is assigned primary responsibility for depredation 
control in each district. Depending on the number of 
complaints, this person may spend nearly full time on depredation 
control in his district during problem periods. In view of 
the demands made of personnel to control depredation problems, 
there is no way that a Provincial depredation control officer 
could possibly devote as much time to any one district as the 
assigned technician can. At the present time there are twenty 
technicians assigned to depredation control. 

To my knowledge, this Department has received no 
complaints regarding a lack of cooperation from our assigned 
depredation control technicians. In reference to Guysborough 
County, I have been advised that six requests for assistance 
have been received. Action taken involved the setting of nine 
snares which were tended by Department staff until the bears 
were either killed or the problem ended. Additional advisory 
assistance was provided with an offer of physical assistance if 
required. 

. .. 2 



Mr. Brewster Kneen - 2 - November 9, 1977 

A lengthy hunting and trapping season coupled 
with lenient legislation for the property owner regarding control 
of nuisance animals appears to be a reasonable approach by 
this Department as an aid to reducing the problem. I can assure 
you, however, that sheep in predator habitat will always be 
susceptible to predation. 

Our assigned staff are always available to assist 
in controlling or reducing depredation from wildlife but are 
not solely responsible for direct protection of any property. 



SHEEP PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 

Vincent MacLean, M .• A. 
Minister of Lands and Forests 
Halifax 

Dear Mr. MacLean: 

Oet. 31, 1977 

I was pleased to see the item in the press recently wherein you have called 
for public input concerning the restructuring of the Department of Lands and 
Forests. As you are well aware, Sheep Producers have some particular concerns 
regarding Lands and Forests, coneerns shared with other farmers, about 
predators and the behaviour of hunters. 

Last Friday I was in touch with your Deputy, Mr. Burgess, concerning several 
bear eomplaints that have come to me from Sheep Produeers in Gusborough Co. 
It appears that t least in the Antigonish di trict of your Department, aheep 
producers are very dissatisfied with your Department. A number of producers 
in the Guysborough and Goshen areas have lost at least 19 sheep to bears so 
far and they tell me th t they have had little cooperation from your department 
in getting rid of the bears doing the killing. 

As you know, farmers have been having increasing problems with bears in recent 
years, in addition to the coyote problem of the past year. Knowing the cooperation 
we got from your Department onee the matter came to your personal attention, we 
trust that with the proper information you will want to ensure ~hat your 
Department gives pull support to the fanners facirgpredator problems. 

To refresh your memory on matters as they stand in regard to predators and sheep 
producers, I enelo&e a copy of the minutes of a meeting held last February which 
included your representative. 

At a meeting of the Sheep Producers Association Directors last Saturday, Oct. 29, 
the following resolution was passed: 

That the Department of Lands and Foresta assign a man, free of other 
responsibilities, for predator control when nee~ed. This person should 
be available to carry out particular predator control duties when the 
need to train other Lands and Forests personnel, and to travel 
to any District requiring special assistance. This responsibility shoula 
be recognized in any reorganization of the Department of Lands and 
Forests, as it is already part of Provincial GoTernment policy to 
encourage expansion of the sheep industry and predators are one of the 
major deterrents to an expanded sheep industry. 

That the Municipal Act ought to require compensation for bear kills. 

We look forward to your continued cooperation and would be happy to supply you 
with any further information or details that you require. 

Respectfully, 
Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



ANl\f UAL M£ETlf\lG SATU RD/-\Y DEC. 3, If A.M., TRURO 
SHEEP PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

MINUTE:S, DIRECTORS MEETING, OCTOBER 29, 1977 

l) Present: Andrew Richardecn (President), Tremaine Finlay, Ted Lund, Nils Petersen, Dave Oulton, P.rewst er Kneen (Sec'y), Roy MacKenzie (Dept. of Ag.) 
Due to lack of quorum, meeting convened informally at 11:15 to consider: 

2) Manpower Tr~in~bEi....,.Q!l...2,stionnaire: agreed that this questionnaire should be circu-
lated at the Annual Meeting, and opinion expressed that people interested in learning 
about sheep should have a small flock to start with. 

3) Abortion: a major problem in Nova Scotia sheep flocks that is not acknowledged is that of abortion. Too many ewe lambs and yearlings either abort or do not lamb at all. Why? 
Producers need to be educated about this problem, particularly since thare is an 
effective vaccine available at reasonable cost. 

4) Marketing: perhaps the association should intervene in the market when prices are unsteady, as in August ... possibly t he Association should buy and hold lambs in a 
feedlot until the fall lamb sale. 

5) "College E,oF,J.;.z2f.§A~ : the t ::-cphy don.atea. ~YJ Cat hie Kneen for "Grand Champion Sheep Showman" will be donated to the Col lege Rc.yal ·ty t he Association. 
6) Electric...[er.::!n_g~ it ·was agreed tr.at this item shou!.d be placed on the agenda of the Annual Meetingi w:l..th pr oducers repor t L".lg on their use of electric fence. 
7) Ree;ist;-~l.S!!_:.sf. .. ~•'.:J..i~.bsl.Ll~~tfa ?..,_~: Anf.,:ew Richardson reported on the difficulties of registeri ng Scc"ttis:1 Bl a 0kface sheep :....'1 Canada, including delays and costs, which are so great that i mportation becones i mpra3tical j_n spite of Aseli.stance Policy. 

A quorum wa.s a -::hi e·ved at l :00 and the meeting proceeded with tt;he following: 

8) Minnt.e~ o: t½.e last Directors Meet ing , Feb., 18, 1977, -were approved as read. 

9) Federatio~~~ revised allotment was discussed and accepted. Concern was expressed that the Federation is run by the Executive and not by the Board of Directors 
and the Executiv-e is composed of hog and dairy farmers, -with smaller commodities like 
sheep not being represented. 

10) Livestock Coun~il: the Secretary reviewed the situation and reported that a grant of 1300 was receivea'~from the Council to cover the cost of alteration to the sale ring at 
the Prov. Ex. to accomoda.te sheep. While the bill came to $275.29, the job was not satisfactory and the Association will press fer effective completion of the job at no 
further cost to the Association. 
After discussion of the Council, the following motion was passed: 

The Sheep Producers Association would like an explanation of what the 
Livestock Cou.~cil has done, what it is doing, and where it is going. 

11) Predator Control: the Sectetary repQ=t,ed a number of complaints regarding bears, particularly in Guysbo:-ough County. Appar 'l>~;:;; l a~k of effective assistance from the 
Dept. of Lands & Forests was reporteJ o Af•:~e::- refe rence to the Predator Control 
Committee meeting of Feb .. 17 last, t~e fal~.c;w:~:n.g resolution was proposed and passed: 

Whereas predators are one of the major deterrents to the expansion of the sheep 
induetry and bears are an increasing pr oblem to sheep rpoducers in Nova Scotia, 
The Sheep Producers Association of N, S. requests that the Department of Lands 
and Forests assign a pe~son as Pr~dator Co~trol Officer, to be available when 
needed and f::.•ee of other du·cies, t o deal with special predator problems wherever 
they arise. T~e Pr edator Cont~ol O:'ficer should also be responsible for 



minutes of directors mtg Oct 29 1977 page 2 

training other Lands & Forests personnel in predator control. 
n \ .~ ( In addition, the Municipal Act should be revised to require compensation \_sheep killed by bears. 
The support of the Dept. of Agriculture should be sought for this resolution. 
The Secretary reported on the Hungarian Komondor dog purchased by the Department of Agriculture and residing on his farm. The dog shows no interest in the sheep and no inclination to guard anything and the Kneens wish to get rid of her. This project was not accepted as an "Innovative Demonstration" and at the moment funding for this project is in question. The dog, costing $300, was purchased out of a grant of $1000 to the Association for this project and in support of the Sheep Fair. 

12) Canada Sheep Marketin~ Council: delegate Ted Lund reported on the position of the Council supporting retention of existing controls on scrapie until the disease is eradicated in Canada. The Directors support the position taken by the Council on this matter. 
13) Sheep Fair: a number of points were raised concerning the Sheep Fair; it was felt that the field belonging to Stanfields where the dog trials were held this year is a good place for the trials, but in the future they will have to be run faster and con-currently with other events; the Barbeque lost $659.05 due to the fact that only half of the people expected turned up. The barbeque was planned for 4oo, up from 350 last year when we ran short and many people were turned away. 

On facilities, it was felt that the cost was too high, particularly considering the lack of services. 
Ted Lund said that he was unwilling to handle another breeding stock sale. He pointed out that the people running the sale should not also have to clean out the barns on Sunday. Cleaning should be contracted out. 
The Directors felt that people should not make suggestions unless they are willing to help. A small committee should be solely responsible. 
Ted Lund and Nils Petersen agreed to make a presentation to the Annual Meeting about the Sheep Fair, emphasizing the need for help. 

14) Cape Breton Sheep Producers: The question was raised as to why we pay expenses of two directors from Cape Breton when we receive no financial support from Cape Breton Sheep Producers. It was agreed that we should start mailing directly to individual sheep producers in Cape Breton, in response to numerous inquiries. 

15) Annual Meeting: meeting dale was set as Saturday, December 3, 11:00 a.m., in the Dairy Building, N.S.A.C. Truro. In addition to a review of the Sheep Fair and the Sales, there will be an Interim financial statement 
Discussion of electric fencing 
Review of Provincial sheep policies - including establishment of a committee to take a long range look at the industry in the Province 
The terms of office of three directors expire with this -meeting: Dave Oulton, Ernest McLennan, and Andrew Richardson. Election to fill these three vacancies will be held. 

16) Meeting Adjourned a t 5 p.m. 
respectfully submitted, 
Brewster Kneen, Secretary 
Sheep Producers Association of N.S. 
R. R. #3, Scotsburn, N.S. 



ANTIGONISH COUNTY FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE 

Hon. Vincent MacLean 
Minister of Lands & Forests 
Box 698, Halifax, 
NOVA SCOTIA B3J 2T9 

Dear Mr. MacLean: 

R.R.#3, St. Andrews 
Antigonish County 
NOVA SCOTIA 
October 31, 1977 

On behalf of concerned farmers in Antigonish and Guysborough 
Counties, the Antigonish ~ounty Federation of Agriculture Board 
of Directors are requesting that the bounty on bears be reinstated 
and that while bears are a protected species in this Province that 
the Department of Lands And Forests compensate farmers for losses 
incurred by bears. 

At a meeting this week, it was learned that several farmers have 
had a number of sheep killed by bears (one farmer lost ten sheep 
including a purebred ram), a dairyman reported severe injury to 
two cows and several reported corn and other crops damaged by 
these animals. As Jong as bears are protected by your Department 
we feel the Department of Lands And Forests should take some of 
the responsibility for these losses that are being suffered by 
farmers. 

It was felt that having the bounty reinstated on bears might 
succeed in reducing the bear population to a controllable level 
again. 

We aslc that serious consideration be given to th.1.s request at 
least in our area where the bear number~ eem o have increased 
to a level where their damage has become quite widespread. 

Yours truly, 

~k '/fa_; J.,_, lf,,_),1, 
Joe Van de Wiel 
President 
l}_1,1-.J_;_-~~__, (tAu. fl_Lt~.J;._ -

~~lene MacMillan 
Secretary 



A' 

Hon. Vincent MacLean 

c.c. A.M. (Sandy) Caaeron 
Hon. William Gillis 
Hon. Jack Hawkins 

Page 2 October 31, 1977 

Lester Settle, Manager, N.S. Federation of Agriculture 
President, N.S. Sheep Producers j 
Mr. Ralph Hale, Manager, Lands & Forests, Antigonish 
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PltEDATOR CONTROL REPORT - St---.-y, [ c..,"'""'J Chairman-David Kimber f.\ \ \ ,. .__,_ 

Members -Floyd Williams S....-\~ 
-Murray Hubbard rv a 

I 

The predator committee met on Oct. 27, 1977 at Empress Alt,q., .q small 
town 6n the Alta.-Sask. border. , We met on the prairies as it meant 
only one member had to travel a long distance. 

We used the Alta. ~esource people, namely J. Bourne, Field Supervisor, 
they have_, we feel,, · the most advRnced predator . program of any 

province. 

We used the Sask. resource people in the names of Dr. J.ft. Jowsey, 
Predator specialist, and D. N. Milligan, sheep specialist, as they have 
worked mainly with the Li Cl .program in which the council is very interested. 

Out of our discussions . the following recommendations were made: 
This committee endorsed th~ use of electric fences for some sheep farms. 
We recognize it is not fully proven as a predator control method • . 
However, great progress has been made in the pypes of fencing, and the 

cost in relation to building a sheep fence is now more realistic. The 
• Alt~. resource people will provide all prov. extension people ~ith the 

on electric _fencing,for the cost of distri~ution. 
e in'part to the r , unding fl the Can. Sheep Council the S~sk. 

predator people ,now are . very familiar with _Lithium Chloride program. 
,· The committee recommends that any province considering the use of 

• LiCl. should consult the Sask. specialist, Dr. Jowsey. The program 
has now expanded to Alta. 

The committee fecornrnends investigating the possibilities of setting 
up predator research in conjunction with. other pest research being done 
by Fed. & Prov. departments. Some of this could be done in conjuction 

s. research. Perhaps funds are avRilable. This will reqµire 
by the committee. 



. ' . 

4. The committee feels that all provinces should have a compensation pl~n 
for lambs & sheep killed by predat&rs - be it coyotes, dogs, wolves, 
bears etc • .In some case$ it would mean keeping producers in business. 

• Some provinces have a _ plan; others have no plan, as was indicated in 
the former predator report. It was felt tha~ ,amendments coUld be made 
to the existing programs. One idea expressed was that an insurance 
pl~n be introduced to be contributed to b~ the producer and Prov. Govt., 
or a Federal-Provincial-Producer contributory plan. 

I ' 

5. It was the feeling of ·t~~ committee that a producer education program 
regards to predator control is needed in every province. Having said 

this, we recommend that .a video, ,Spe be made on predator control to include 
all ·forms of controls such as den hunting,electric fences, M44's, snares, 
'• . 

' poisons, hunting, snowmobiles, carrion disposal etc. The· Amta. people 
' have offered to make thia pape and pAy part of the cost~ We further 

recommend that the council fund a share. 
6. The committee feels that a real effort must be made to establish a 

' working relationship between conservation groups, predator specialist, . 
an<l sheep producers. 
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Mr. Dan Alex MacLeod 
Stirling 
Via r.r. Gabarouse 

Dear Dan Alex: 

Jan. 5., 1978 

Thank you for your letter of Dec. 22. As you are probably aware, we were already in receipt of a letter from Mr. Donald MacLeod. 

I met yesterday with our President, Roy Evans, and you will have received a copy of his letter to Donald MacLeod. We were distressed by what seems to have happened, but as I explained to Donald MacLeod, we were acting in good faith and assumed that what Guy Sanders said was the truth. It is our f eeling, agreed upon yesterday, that as far as we are concenied you are a Director of our Association for the next year. 

Beyond that, the matter is something that will have to be settled by the Cape Breton Sheep Producers. I dohope that you can work it out. Obviously we need a reliable representative from Cape Breton. 

Sincerely, 



1-·r . D nald 
Lo ch 
ast 

Dear Sir : 

Janua ry 2 , 1979 

110 

his i s to a c no 1 dg roe i pt of your l etter d ed 
De cember 19 , l 7 . 

• / we r e sornt;W at s ur prised by the c aten • s f your 
lett r s the t wo irector s from ~a a Br eton a re 
selected by the ~;a· e reton Sh' e Producers , ssociat ion. 
•r . an Alex • c od , t tended ot r Di r ctor s meeting 
of De cemb r 2 , 1 ? 3, a n it 1as s t a ted tha t he h d 
b en e l ct d to suc·eed you . It was duly moved , 
seconded , and passed t at 1.r . Dan L.x cLeod be 
• c cept d ' s a Director t o complet e the tenn of ona.ld 

cLeo • 

You c n appr e ciat~ the conce r n your letter h s caus d , 
ow· ver , we r ust • cc pt i'lhat i s . resented to us by 

the ape r ton ~heep Producers As socia tion , consequently 
I be liev • you should di r · ct any futur enquiri s 

o that boy . 

I don ' r c 11 that • ha.v~ ever e t, but I look 
forward to maetin you i n the future , nd t rust th· t 
t he a.p ret on Sheep rodu ce s Associ at i on can resolve 
this ma t t e r to the sat isf ction of al l concer ned . 

cc ·•ecrct ry s ~ 
cc Pr ,s i dent BSPA 
cc •. r. Guy S· .unders 
cc r . an l ex .• C 
cc Fil 

aod 

Yourd truly , 

oy i . v r s 
Pr .,sident 
Nova • eo • ia t'hee r ducers ssoci · t ion 
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Donald MacLeod 
East Bay R.R. 1 

Dear Donald MacLeod; 

Dec. 22, 1978 

Thank you for writing. I am a bit at a loss as to how to reply, but I am certainly glad you have gone to such trouble to write so carefully. I find the situation confusing. May I tell you what I know of the situation. 
You are correct that your term expired inl979. However, several years ago, after some difficulties with Directors from the other end of the Province who were elected and agreed to serve but who never cAme to meeti ngs, the Association decided that any Director who missed three consecutive meetings would no longer be a Director. This was simply to make it possible to have a functioning Board. 

According to my record, the last meeting you a.ttended was March 27. Subsequently there were Directors meeting on Aug. l2, Oct. 21, and Nov. 18. To the best of my knowledge you were sent notice of each of these meetings. At no time did I receive from you a letter of resignation, and the question of your status only came up after the Nov 18 meeting, and on Dec. 2 at the Directors Meeting prior to the Annual Meeting. On Dec. 2, Guy Sanders volunteered the information that you had risigned "months ago". Dan Alex was present at that time, so I assume it was he that told you of this. 

Last night I was writing up the minutes and was having difficulty wording the report of the discussion concerning Cape Breton. At the meeting Oct. 21 it was decided by the Directors tha t henceforth all nominations for Uirectors should come from the floor of our annual meeting. In light of what Guy Sanders said and of Dan Alex statement that he had been nominated to fulfil the remainder of your term ., we decided to let the matter ride until we could discuss it in person with Cape Breton Sheep Producers. Dan Alex assured us that this would be possible early in the new year. Consequently, at the Annual Meeting no mention was ma.de of your situation as Director. 
Now I am wondering what to do with the minutes, as I have no desire to add to the mis-understanding/misrepresentation, or whatever. I guess I will have to skip over the matter until we can get it fully clarified. It would help very much if you could have the minutes of your Cape Breton annual meeting sent t o me. 

Any further clarification you or Dan Alex can provide would be greatly appreciated. How do I take what Guy Sanders says? Who does he speak for? 
With very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year - may your flock thrive! 
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produ,~ir~ -~o : ho!~ b~!t-~~ats: ni,e~.! ~.H)e~!g~iiig ~r~,lict s known l o t he comrpis.sldn . • ' . :· ·: 

. sale o,n ~l~q~. Ir ;,.-; -;,,.,: ,,: : ~imed.~,1:i;~~rJ~vin~ .. t~e,.s~~-~? {· Me,mbers f\sp agr_eed to s1;1~ ;. 
The _a_ssoc1~p9~ rmr1111,)~rs_ ag• t ipd,4~fff ·:','.('. ; . •. ;• . . ,. :.F .. , Port\ thp ; pro~osed ch~~ges ih , • 

reed the industry.cafnots'ppport.;. ,, }Jtt said,; tl,t_e re~~d qf perfor.- pro·d,uctipn ~nct ' ill;lP6r_:tatlon t 
two se~arate ~!l,l~~ W,c<;_~s~.full( n~ap~e Sl_t,,q.~.;~,er.ogram is,the. policie:, As :presentep ~Y. ~rpje: _ 
but pomted ou,t \J;l,a~1f..~~.2s1~e, ~- . r_e~pqll:5/b~it~f ot .all ,bre~ers,; May1,1ardj hv~stoc~ s~peri~ten~. 
hie amo,u~t qf p~~~?•.n~ 8.PP ~x-,1 either py_r~br~d-~r c,o~m~rf!~l,, ·' !fent \~ith, th~ provincial dep~rt~ ;~ • 
pense ~~d;ll1r~~~¥ ~~nf iP,~ w~ i • }t .. J~.,$~Ut~ !5Wl•·~J)~:cppn,·, 'p,ien~, ?f -~gt!9_ultur,e.: ; ':. ·'< ,.'i' r_,. 
yea~•s sal~.':~~~~~!}t >,tt}ijos~i~, _ "YitpJnJ q~~P.e,r~1;;w,4~m.1i~P.,~et . • ,{ .Mrr ?.1a~na~ii nof:cii u,tat. 
ble to chan~e11~~~J_'. a.ti~µ a_t_.th_1._1s ... -~~1<;h r~~1tt1~1§.Js_h~~l.,4, ;~_ .. ,;_ ·.~e~. • fh~nges 'r1:ere .de~1gnecq o.i igi~-1 •• 

late dat~. . •. •',f c.. ·:·\, ; , : tamed> ' i, , ,•.;': \ · ·" ~• t ~ · • ·prove the industry by·idevelop-r • 
letter ~ il( lf sl~·~rJ t .c~~e; ·, qa!;l,t~; l}Hieen_:i~i ~!>,Y~V;'~ id'. . tnen(~. of fl.~~; ~fl 9u~g/ qi~ti; j:.'.1 

B_ret~n I,,a~p, H4'. ,/lti11_g;t~~11:1 , t.h~, ~f~e.~,nd ~.~h,~e~,~~-~-9,!-,W~' I .. aPI!ll~!h ~-,~l J! : •. ,. '. : ·.:~ fa 
to brmg the1.r stock 1to the .main- ; ,. , • ,, .1 ;, , • .,.,;.-" ; , •• •1 • • • ' • • 

I J I ,'/I_)•,) rJ • , j)', , 

land_ ,t~!s yeart:s~1;~a,K 1>\lf.~,rs ,,· 
will be able to ta'ke ~~ntage'of. . 
botlf sale~ wHM~fJ(t\v.o' t~Jhr~i} 
d . d ',,,11 '''1f-' ~, .9.,,. Nl _ , . 
ay•penq : ~/ .5 • j, ,\ -i.,( .• _ 
Guy .Sand'ers; :'Ora'ngedale, • I , .. 

repr~sentativye for Cape Breton • • 
Lamb Ltd . pointea . out that . 
Deevco is . working with Cape : 
Breton sheep producers fo pro-
mote th~ island,. as

1 
ap ar~a: of 

good breeding stoc~. . - . 
• The ,iµ1port iJ t,f9,11 of '1,500 • 
breeding ~t?p~ ,will f lisiiH ip 3QO- . 
400 animals comingloufr"of,three ,, 
year: qu~r~qtip_i{fr ~iµf~i~iJ~is ·.; 
year's sale. 1In connection•with·, 
this . importatio~/iC~pe<Brbton-
ers ~ould preler·~ \~f s,~1t}ak~ ; 
place on,the island .. fci( the•next · 
two years;_he. ~ia_.;r,·t:i • 1.: ',."'• • 

""Cap,e,-1:t~~t:O~ ;co.uh!·'. 
make a ;1v~ry ·1~130r.~nt- .con-:.r 
t,;ibution· to :_ij}f i4d~stl'y";if th~ · 
main~a~qrrs. i~~111e~ m: to ~· 
bring the ,sale,1.to ,tlle· i$land, so 
that- Cape' 'Br'~ toii1%ro'cllicers·1 

1 '. ,'., •-l"'< ~, f~•V J•~ ~11'~:( i'.i_ ~",•~ ' hl 
could -exper.1ence. i,h~. pr,0<:edur.e ., 

, :. - . , 1, I,. ".; 
first harid/ ' Mr'.~·sanders sald:'f.1 
• He .~saJdj uch t~9.1~e1 ~pyl9 ;, 
provide "a gqlderi opportunity to 
show all" othe r 'ctl~ mo'dity 
gro~ps that deci; io~~;should b'e 
based solely .on the 1intere~ts of; 
the overall industri • ·t i 

In. an address-to the meeting, 
Charles Hubbarp/ Shinimicas,, ~· I . • , ••• l 

presipent, of ~h~;: ~~:t;,.:'1 ~f.0t.i a 
Federation .of,.•A~ricul_h1re, :, 
stressed that· farmers -must ,ac;J 
cept the respon~1bil,~t.t ¥ ,qe.c!~ 
d_ent what -is_ to:• happ~i:i. · in;.the 
field of agriculture ' in future · 

' . , ' . ,· ' , ,· j, •. ;,./.,..: ! ' • :• 
years. ·, ..... .· t:.,, .. , . ,r. ~-.'-~ ·(, .. .-i·,, .. .-· , 

Mr. Hubbard.said input-from J 
com~o.\dity · g,f?~B!;i~,?~·~;t~l~( , 

. the-.federa,tio1( !~,!1 ~ ~d;. op, ,~ j 
• ' .. - 'L, J. • .•. ,a...";//,. 

~2!11, d l ' . ty. of ho! lng, ne~t• ye.al\ ~ . 
: Maritime sheep sale lilf Mapou:~ ~. 

_... 1 , 1 •·'' :.,,, , ..:;rt:1 

.. The association recei"'.ed a ... 
quest from Cape,. ~reton ·sheep ·, 
producers 'to hold this :,Y.ea~'.~. • 
sale on the island but a ci>nsider~:r-, 
~~ie · amo,utit pf~ p,la~~ng ~nd '. -~ 
.expense has already ·gone mtq / 
9,lis year's sal~ itj~~n~·i} ilppQs~ '\.. 

' sible to change· the· location::1,'•l 0··. • .3 -I. ., ' t~ -~ •t ··~' ~-;n, ... } 1: ,. 
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' VETERINARY ;suRGEON 
(~~1 :f-~;( ~;~"!- . : ' ~f r_"_,;-.~\,_. __ ·::. . Speep Pr oducers of N • .s . , ·;:1'1.;3;·'.:,,\ ·. R. R. ,#4 · · rit -_: .. _::_.tv:i , •• Amherst 

March 6th 1978. 
' •Y',J ' :,i r4t , r. , i e r l i.>''H! .;:<,,,;., ·' ijIItt Dear Trema ine; irs t , may I c ongra tul a te y ou on your masterful ii~&f!:{} ·:'. o;h!~ t~r i~~~=r m~::i~~:~ w!:~h:1~ ti~g r ~i~ ~:,le ·~ 1;(t:i,;,'.:t·, ·---, tfo , be s u ch a sob~ring infhH:nce on he s omewa hat t ens e tempers · • '.' \,,J.,-\,.; -,_. -1,. o those who knew, what was brew.ing be tween Cape .u J: eton and Mainland f J· ·'{:;~(-/·· f sh e ep pro clu,-::ers. (J/f'. ,_'•. 

·;::,.;,1;;:,,::.. Under t h e circumsta n :; es I f eel ·;;hat thi s was a g ocd ':l:-f-t';,~_. meeting. All pre s en t knew .he i s s es a t s t a ke ...,y ch E: e nd of the day, and I am sure ~ha t 1tose who a re se r i ous ly commi t ted to s heep have by ~k::#~';f .; ·now ,re~lised -ch~ pos~i ul~ loi:ig t erm ct isr .• p t i on. of the provincial . ;,:;.,1•:-·;nih---;;'-: s.~·eep _.in~ustry .. 1 f this rift 1 ;3 allowed to c ont1mie. •·:' • • ~),~,\\ l.~• •~?:, '; V. ' .(·; ' • \ • >< ' •, -1:i/:'/<'c:- ·•, . • •. · I felt somewhat responsible for y our embarassment t~?,•'. at · Qe'ing .kept ' in the dark over this split. When speaking at meetings ._._. ·r·•_,I i, felir ·that I' have an •J.nhappy knack of irr1;,itating pe ople. 'i'his -.. : was ev'ident in my ex;. hange with Angu s Rouse over t h e ma t ter cont§,ct ': with. the Cape :r .. reton sheep and s ubseqtient export to t he State~. ~.Parti,ally . because this knack of mine I have tended to ke ep away .fr om , : ~eetings for . ·some time now O oti ,erwi s e .vou mi ght ha ve learned of' .. . _ t his ,1,,mpendi ng : s pli t f r om me. . • ,,, , , .,~ , •. •;,, _- ?::_,; ·_ .. Perhaps it is only f a ir for me to let you know some of _·;·<",,-,>'!~: . t he ·, bac:kground of events leading to the current situation. I . wri 'L e , .,'' • "·"' ' .-·. these c omments and views as a prodt.cer of eigh tees~ years s ta11c:l~ng\ _}.:: ,t.·. with . ourrently •70_0 sheep a nd the int ention t o expand further. • -' ,: • • . ~~ft /: · '1 ·have . served as di rec tor to t he Ca nadian Sheep Breeders Assocla tiom • 1:,r,/' \i·,, : :for ;,"s.ome t hree terms and t hen as Pre s ident of t his org ' nisa tion. , ,, ,, ,,. ' ·· •• ·~,.,, During: my, .:aont ~cts with other areas of Canada I h!lve constantly:. s~ught:~: r-t, ·•"'"" ''\, informa tio.n which could be . turned advantage in Nova .. Scotia .•. -~,.F t,t,.;r.t.l:fe~ :;;,./;: • .-~h}~J::{~~1,\;,;:-'•a·s . y·ou know·)rartna: a n d I started the livestoc k a uc : ion s a le h~re fi~>,,t£t, ,..Truro a :nd .s6 have be e n intimately involved in t h e l ivestoc k tr-ade !J\~ti. ·t· untill ',.we ·.s. old the: ~t, t:i;-sineus t o Fronk .B erkelAar tw o y ears ago. \ •• .· . 
:, ~f:. \> 11. • • -;,; ·r" ... : · ··.:- -

~- ·· . ••••• • <; • ~?:~tiX~"':\,_ ·- .t .. ,:~? 
'.}!~~· <( ·,,.: ·: > ";_ : 'rn , 't he las t t hre e ye a rs n~d.!ner Mar t ha nor I have ,,y'. ·,;, , ' i • ?\t r-.J)'l parti 'cipated ' in ' Sheep Producers affatr s having 1c.e come tired of ( the,:. ',:\,_;-:'.-_ {r:~~~-"constant cri ·t,f c i ·sm and innu endos. '1' he main t heme of which seem~ '-to i· . ·f~y~~'. ~t~~(.l:!e ·. that we -are .c on,stantly " On lhe make. ", t hat we a re looking'; aft'e r ''.\~f:'.,:\ iJr:~our • owrt ir1t erests. Of course we a r e but in doing s o we have alwc:tysbeen:f}. \/;open. a_nd. p:epared to share with other p .1. oduc~rs in any fav9l;lra ·~·~-~. '.,'; •;:}t;, 

i·ppportuni trew t~at we have uncovered. In this respect I <t'hink you . ··· ' •1attended the ' first lamb sale aft er we had made contact with the r. Onta:('io ·, .'.~thnic ·,tr2.de. :,_ From t his first sale s ome 15 years ago grew the conce,_{> t .'· ·:\ '.o·f'. :t·tne Sheep Fair and the s ystem of s a les that we have t oday. ,,·}'·. , ''.• 1.'' 
'; :: .: .. , ' .. ,,.\ , ' " 



~~rF¥F: , /- z . ____ •• . . 
'(:>:'. -~- • • 1'hree years ago Martha ·Ye si gned as l3resident from the· provincial , 

:11f~::.'\'·- ''organisation. ·.·· One major fa c tor being la;~ k of loyalty t o Sheep Fa,ir • . :1 
:'~;:•.-~\f\: proj.ects · by committee members r esponsible for t hese projects, •. ,_: At :'i/. Cthj,.s time ·. L took excep t ion to the f a ilur -e - of t h e Di. rec t ors to '">· 

"•:··<;J '\•,1.,;. .'•, - · •. ' • ' ' 

: • ·•· 'l.--i 

··.•.· • :r,e ,c,:oid• h!;!r ·le.~ter of resig~at Xon ei th er a t a Dt re c-c or~ me~tin~ ·- o_r .at .·, :th~ following open meeting and so I feel -~.hat 'the implicat ion .-·1~i that mY ~ife left ~k• under s omething of a c loud. Do I blim, .i:i,: th, -.secretary-··or her s :.1ccessor as Pr.esiden t for t his ornmd.sio.n ? r 4 1_ "'· 

;_.··::: ·.l.:·•-,t ··~ .. ~· :~·· t 

._.,.!" f '· •• ,. ; ,.fiPff;_ 

· .,!, •• During _ t hese las t t hree years we h,,we bought land in Ca:pe · 'Bret on -:'f-~t • 
. , -ana ·have .been building up our ,stock to t he present 700 head ievel. /:?, 'fhqugh we' have. had li t t le to do with t he provincial organisation, ~we ·hav~ a~tended . meetings of the Ca pe Bre t on Sheep Prod~cers : and : , ; '.;.: s o, have been ~ware of t he g r owing friction ,. be tween the -~wo grot!PS~ :• ,:·.i 

.t>· At . t he sa,,me t ime we ha ve be ,.'.·ome very mu ch awa re that we were disliked ... 
;;,\:. , ip -:.; ertain ,.::ases by people with wh omlf we had had no person c onta-r~t ,t :. .• - ·<· 
····/?/Some of , the c omments would appea r to ha ve originated from t he . •• . • .: •. • 
-~J~ ' 

' ·' ' . :.,;,; 

;>, mat nland. . It would probably r~a ve oeen too late t o a ,;:· hieve '. • • 
,_.-¼',·(~ 61'.labora.tion. if you had learned t he fa c ts a mont h ago when · ' •;:' . . • · , .. ·"Mr." .l\llaby first int imated to ourselvE!s and 'l' ed Lund r,he prospec'ts ·'"_f,"' bri'nging forward 1,he release date of the Cape Br eton sheep<put. >::,n~i'd.e·tip,g ' tha"t; . t h ere have be 8n t wo meetings du.ring •. this time :··:· _.:::airi , surprisectthat f ed Lund, who i s in such t.:. l ose contact :with ' .:t;·n:,e;.; Cape ·. Breton group wh o own t he sheep, failed to realise the -' urgi nc'y ,of tne•- i ·ss ue. l hen again I find i t strange ·Ghat Mr ·,·:,: . P,?,V'i..4 Newton, _,:,Pr:esident of Cape Breton Lamb Ltd., sho uld not "._': • ,. • ~a..1i•s~ ,'tl)e .. ,,qpu_cial importanC• of t he decision of Health of Anima>ls :,-' 'p},l>~ing \f'otwarq."1 .. t he date of the release from quaran t ime. •rn'f13 ·_'}~::·;.\, . )f:::i •}ii'tal:/:,1:r, .:.;Guy:: Sanders was make a realis t ic presenta_tion of:·:,.'Y;;~:'•* ,; "tli,e,,~:si;tµ\ tfon • . ! ·Jiow could your Direc t ors disc uss a t tra_c t i!lg ;t h,.'e:_\~i'{'., .. !t'C) f ( (ls.land0: i3h,e·ep\ to t he Sheep Fa ir wi t hout knowing that :the ;.\;. f , .. '·., • ·){l.~'ase·:d-c;J.t~~.:',):i~.a ':be ~n changed. I am qvite s ure t hat had they;) nown., t h .en .:'a::fa t..:: m·9re, •1.i.:u: id presentation c ould have been made t o t he'/!·\'.'.:::t: ;·~ 

,·p~rf '; irieeting t - · . , • ''Q\ ::. "., • 
,.\ ·~(t \.-',:'r;\,,,:•-- ,' ,:"'", 

,,.,,"'/a·;.,~: ,Y •\· ,; ' • i- Now :t;o .• end·.on ·a more possi t ive no t e, and I hope t hat I am ~_ not ·:: g ras'ping at a straw, I see to da r ·\,hat t he Halifax Herald ha s .. ·: '~:1·; ·;, mi sq uoted t he '. t_he res oL :t ion re.L a t ing ._: o t he lette r t o \.he C L~ •• .. ·: an~ ·t h~ c.i~~;~f presidents.According t o he newspa per, ~hese ~~q: .. :. gro t~ ps \are ·:'beihg asked t o s end t he " Off I sland " .sheep to t he ·she·e p ,:.;:•!:;¢:, 
\,fair. .·i cile .. t his ··fear. J'his is p ·, ·e c i s ely t he s t ami t hat I would, t 4:ke. ,;.1:·t: • I n>-. r e'tu.rn i f 'or , .t h,e • Consignmen t of t he s e sheep t o t he 1978 .ss.I ;e T' :/: ·'. '/. 7-,,~ r.i:{o~~l d ,Qffer; to 'ta1k;E(' t he 1979 sale or Fair to Cape Breton.. provid, d:,·, .', --~~:· -~, ;D,EV90 ,_a·ssist ,fir,ia11.ci a lly as indica t ed by Gay Sanders. Ot h_erwi$~f :I-·-, i' -\. 

f.-:.~mi"~f'Fai,~ ... t ·J;.at · ~he ... r~ t ention of . t h~ s hee p for s al e i.1: Cape· _Bre·1}?X?-.. ,-;.,,: ,f'·~,.'."• 
:th,t5 y ear wtll .. b~ J1a1le d as a vi e t- mr y and the ofi f e r -c o t ake·: t he,,~>: , :f:t,"~"' 
--.·om}:)i ',ned·'sale -:there next year as bonJ. s t o cheir efforts at , /i ·:. . :> .:;f}lere ca n be ric:i ass e,1 r a nce t hat 1.h fallowing year .> ·: our >ce:ntral0 sale will be s u ppor ·1_, ed by Ga pe Bre t o • Why should .t h.ey'? " .. , 

W:e ,W·il1 have shown them how t o r un a s a le and de onstra t ed what revent;_ e '.¢~,i1 '/Ge,'g.enera't ed. from a _s ale of pe r ha ps JOOO hea o As I see i t ,', th,ey \:r:·. 
vi :i.11.- achieve t he.ir ·,declared obj e , t ive of making 'ape Br'et on. ,t h'e ·~/, ·;·'<.'-~-~· 

:e rft~:r / f or -'~h,~ep,; -,,but i t will never. be as s ignif ca n a s . 'l' r uro · .c oul~_-.,,,.•:-•,J~., ,. 
e,.,~ to ···the de·trement ·of t h e av , rall i nd '..,S tryo 1 · 111 ,>, • , 

-~ -~ 



·r 

"· ,,, .. . ~·: .s' T.h o ~tgh Ma r t ha i s no t he re t o end ()rs e my th ough ts ~:,\Sh,e 
\~like ·~ he o ther Cap e Bre :on f arme r s a t tending t he me~ t ing~ drove to e: Cape -Breton. after t he meeti ng , I know t ha t 1. am speak'ihg. ;ro·r 

when 1 ·say if our help i :5 requ i r ed we wou ld be glad to a s s j. st_ t 
ho,ld··· ·the· ·provine: ial s he e p indv. s r y '.:: oge t her. 

Sin :erely 



~,O ':F./J'-"- - "l l..<>\7f 

Sheep industry eroding 
The steady erosion of the Canadian sheep and lamb industry is expected to continue throughout 1978. 
Federally-inspected sheep and lamb slaughter to October 1977 was 111,757, down 29 per cent from the corresponding period in 1976. The decrease is due mainly to a drop in farm inventory num-bers plus a decline in live slaughter-lamb imports. Sheep and lamb numbers on farms totalled 532,000 on July 1, according to Statistics Canada, a five per cent drop from the same time a year earlier. 
The general drop in price and increased availability of feed · grain expected in 1978 may temper sheep and lamb number de-cline, but not too significantly. 
Not only have numbers decreased throughout the Seventies, but the number of farms reporting sheep and lambs have also dropped - from 10,380 in 1971 to 8,833 in 1976. J\ corresponding decrease in wool production has occured with the 1977 crop of 2.069 million pounds down 14 per cent from 1976. Production is expected to decline further in 1978. 

L 



NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETI NG 

Mr. Brewster Kneen 
R.R. # 3 
SCOTSBURN 
Pictou County 
Nova Scotia 

Dear Brewster: 

P. 0. Box 550 
TRURO, Nova Scotia B2N 5E3 

December 13, 1976 

You are not very often wrong and you are right again. 

Because of the peculiar situation in the marketing of 
lamb in Nova Scotia it is almost impossible for an abattoir to 
prosper or even meet expenses in the lamb slaughtering business. 

It seems that the Montreal market has veen very strong 
paying $1.15 or so to producers and this has given strength to 
the Truro market. 

Also at the same time retailers here are not prepared 
to pay much over the $1.15 and so this leaves no margin for the 
processor. This is what I have been lea to believe is the market-
ing situation in Nova Scotia. 

We will remove the lamb prices as previously quoted since 
there is no other reliable price to quote for dEessed lamb and 
we will continue to quote the Maritime market. 

Thank you again for your comments. 

Sincerely, 

ii'1.1!::~ -
Market Development Officer 

FAP/smg 

6 2 7 



JOINT OREE/ NOVA SCOTIA TASK fORCE ON AGRICULTURE 

This Report is submitted by : 

Phillip Stead 

E. G. Maynar d 

Leo J . Cox 

A. L. Hend·erson 

w. C. Mathe1.1eon 

Ralph Taylor 

- Sheep Specialist 

- Dairy Supervisor 

- Agricultural fieldman 

- Agronomist 

- Lecturer - Animal Science 

- Loan Officer 

- -- -- .... - - - ._ -- - ... - -- .,._, --··-- - ... - - -- - -- -- -- ... - - - __ , - - .... 
PRESENT STATUS 

(a) 18,000 breeding females in the Province in 1973 . 

{b) Largest flock 900 eues . 

(c) 28- 30 fl ocks of 100 or more br eeding females . 

( d) Average flock aize 30- 35 ewes . 

( e) Provincial lambing percentage (lambs marketed per ewe bred ) 95%~ 

( f) Lamb prices have been strong for a period of t1.10 years. 40- -60¢ 
per pound live ueight, depen~ing on period of _the ·year. 

{g) Wool price at present is 55-~0~ a pound ·on ·a r1ux~atirig market . 

(h) 

HISTORY 

Farm value at present approximatel y ½ of i 
Receipts . 

oft-he Total f'arm • . 
• 
.• 

In 1901 there were 270 , 000 sheep and lambs in .No va Scotia . · I n 1973 
there were 34,000 sheep and lambs . •• 

•·•••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••Page 2. 



WHY THE DECLI NE? 

a 
b 
C 
d 
e 

:f 
9 

Economics 
Parasistes 
Predators 
Social Attitudes 
Soft Markets 
f"encing Coats 
Low Wool Prices 

- 2 -

Many of the above named reasons for decline, have now improved, such 
as parasite control, strong markets, improved economics and higher 
wool prices. 

~ARKET SITUATION 
The Province produces approximately 20-25% of the lamb and mut t on 
consumed. The market for fresh lamb at present is strong and demand 
is great. 

MARKETING PROBLE~~ 

(a) Lack of a uniform suppl y of fresh quality lamb. 

At the present time it would appear that the opportunity to increase 
sheep numbers is excellent. Price for the products 'is strong and interest 
in a viable Industry is high. 

RE STRAINTS 

(a) Lack of top quality breeding stock. 

(b) Management ski l ls lacking. 

(c) Lack of adequate predator control. 

(d) High cost of feed grain. 

(e) Lack of short term capital. 

{f) Difficulty to assemble a large land base in one area to 
support a commercial sized flock. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••Page 3. 
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SUGGESTED PROGRAMS 

• \Jo decided that lack of top quality breeding stock was the 
~umt:J~r l P;~gblem1 

(1) The production of a good Pure Bred Stook ia tha ba$is for 
genetic improvement . At the prseent time this qual.ity 
breeding. stock is lacking. Aasiatance in the purchase of' 
Pure 9r$d breeding etook should be provided . Sources of 
pur chase would be the u. s. A. and Britieh Iales . 

(2) f'lany· of the good Co,mmer.cial St.Je lamb.a· are ,go·ing to slaughter 
each year and ar& lost to the oroduction aide or the Industry . 
Becau$s of this fact, a Ewe Retention Policy ia greatly needed. 
Such a Policy could be designed in Tuo Sections. 

A. EIJE f<~TENTI,01 PROGRAM 

B,.e!,ent!on. Qf_E!!!,e_L,!.m!l,s.,t 

a_f;,CTlON l 

The Policy would encourage the retention of acceptable ewe lambs by 
the Producer to increase the number and quality of his flo.ok . An 
Assi etance Granto 25 . 00 1a1ould be made available to the Producer to 
hold back or purchase ewa lambs to expand flock number,s . This 25 . 00 
i ncentive would enable the Producer to raise the shott term ,capital 
tequir ed to feed and manage these ewes until they reach a producti ve age •. 

ith this Po,J.icy a Producer could select elale lambs or purchase ewe 
lembs from other Producers . Assistance would bG p.eid in ·the f"all and 
inter monthl'J after the owner ha·a selected his additional breeding atoek . 

To ba eligible , an Appl i oant must have a basic flock of 25 breeding 
females and Must retain or purchase at least 10 additional awa lambs . 
faoil.ities, feed supplies .and mahagerial skills must also be present 
berore the inci-eaee i& granted. The maximum increaae p r producer p.er 
year would be 100 of hi e basic flock number . 

This Polley would also include an inflationai:-y olausa which would 
adjust the amount of Assistance available . As the producti on cost index 
goes upuard or downward eo would the Assistance granted. s-- "le .,.... f ...... ,v-.,...._, 

••••••• • ••••••• • •••••• • •••• Page 4. 
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This Assistance of 25.00 would also be available on the purchase 
of good Yearling ewes. These ewes could be purchaeed in the Province 
as well as in other parts of the country. Lambs bonused the previous 
year would not be eligible for this additional Bonus as a Yearling. 
Breeder eligibility would be the same as stated in the retention of 
ewe lambs. 

SECTION II 

Thie Program would encourage Sheep P~oducers to specialize in the 
raising of replacement stock. A number of good ewe lam.bs are 
slaughtered each year or are purchased as feeders. If we could encourage 
a few Producers to purchase these good quality &wet lambs, many would be 
saved for breeding purposes. 

An Incentive Grant of 15.00 per ewe lamb at time of purchase would 
enable some Producers to buy these lambs and raise them until they 
become productive. It would be the Producers responsibility to purchase 
these ewe lambs, raise them to breading age and sell them the next fall 
as open yearlings. This sale eould best be handled through a Central ~>c 
Auction. ..v-> 
To be eligible a Producer does not have to maintain a basic flock of 
breeding females, but must purchase at laast 10 ewe lambs and agree to 
offer them f .or sale as open yearlings the following fall. -n.,..,.___ 1~ 
·vv o !-. 1,.... -- v ~ } - c..:P- 1. ,- ~vv,...., , -.."\.~~ '-""''-'~ 

Established Producers with a base flock could al~o use the Program• if 
desired. 

Because of the fact that in many caaee technical and practical exper-
ience is lacking in many newly established sheep flocks, a qualified 
Sheep Technician should be employed to assist with the above Program. 
This Technician could also do "On rarm Demonstrations » and organize 
local Short Courses on feeding - management - breeding - shearing - lamb 
procedures and related sheep topics. The Technician could also develop 
and expand the R.O.P. Sheep Program in the Province. 

ANNUAL Cost••••••••••••••• 
fIVE Veer Cost •......•...• 

$30,000 

·1so,ooo 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • Pag•e 5. 
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a,eoauee of tho fact the sheep can util.t-z-a forages to a great ext'ant 
f'.or- gr,owth. finishing and production a.nd beoauae of the high east of 
grain, pl'oduction and Western feed grain, more, axtene1vo work needs to be cet~ied out on foraget to improve quality and lengthen the pasture season. 
A Sheep OemonstJl'ation Farm should be set up to shou Produce.re 1Jhat 
can be dons with for.ages end at the eame time demonstrate correct 
Sheep Huebandty methods. 

This O,omonst,retion. Farm could also be uaod a·a a tasting ground for 
miw f eeding systems• record o.f pe:rfo.rmance f eeding trials and a, uarantine facility ror any breeding etock purchased tn the United 
Kingdom. Thie type of f' ae.ility ,could be a v~ry important resea.rch tool in ths Sheep Industry. 

0 -

ANNUAL Cest •• • • • .• • • • .. • • • • • 30, 000 

f lV[ Year Cost •. ........ . 
SUP[ RUI SO ' S Salary ••••••• 

150, 000 

10 , 000 

50, 00,0 

Because o tha high cost of ancing material and because sheep require a good fence or cont rol end organized :raztog, an Assistance Policy on 
t h$ purchase of' sheep rencing should be eonside.r,u1. 

Nova Scotia is noted ·rot its ability to grou high quality grass. 8,o-
oauea of this fact t he Sheep Producers ehoul•d be encouraged to make 
the best possible :use o - this resource. 

Under sueh a Program a Grant amounting to so. of the eoet of the, wire and pretsauire treated posts (if availeble) ehould be offered to the Pr<ilducat. If treated poett!i are not available er if the Producer u!shss 
to use h.i .,t, own untr:eatad posts, the Gt:ant would eovar 5 . of the f encing wire only. The amount of Assistance available would depend on the 
numba.r .of sheep, and the typff of land used for grazing. Only grazing land uould be covered under this Policy. • 

ANNUAL Cost •.......•• 
FIVE Year Cost ••••..• 

• 20. 000 

100 , 000 



• 

Because experience in Sheep Production is probably the most 
important aapect of the Industry to a neY Producer, on the job training programs ahould be set up to give prospective sheep 
producers the practical experience they naad. It may be possible 
to uork with some of the larger producers in the Province and with their co-operation arrange on the job training at their rarme for 
a 6 to 8 week period at lambing time each year. 
Candidates would have to be selected very caref ully for this type 
of Program. Only those considering Sheep Production on a Commercial 
scale. Thia Program would be financed by Government and arrangements under this Program would be made by Government and participating 
Producers. 

r -

ANNUAL Cost .•.•••...•. 

fIVE Year Cost •.•..•.. 

10 ,000 

$50,000 

A Program of land assembly and distribution in order to create viable 
units is necessary. If ue can increase sheep numbers by 20,000 in 
five years 8000 to 9000 acres of good cultivated land YOuld be re- ,~ 
quired to handle this increase. 

G -
Credit facilities should also be expanded for medium and long term 
loans. 

The Sheep Sub-Committee also recommends that the Health Of Animals 
Branch, Agriculture Canada, be encouraged to take a much closer look at new drugs available in the Industry used in other Countries. These drugs could assist the Industry in Canada greatly. 
Import Regulations on sheep purchased in the British Isles should 
also be improved so that breeding stock can enter Canada with the 
least possible difficulty and inconvenience to Producers. 
C O S T S ---- - ....... 
YEAR Coat Of the Program ••.••••.•.•••..• 

TOTAL five Vear Cost•••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Page 7. 

250,000 

1,250,000 



.. .... 

It should also be pointed out that the effects of possible inflationary 
trends over this period should alao be included in the Estimates. 

R E T U R N S --..---~--
INVENTORY Increase ................. . 

ESTIMATES Sales ••.......•....•..•••• 
TOTAL 

RESULTS 

(a) Increase sheep numbers 
(b) A more viable · sheep industry 
(c) Improved breeding stock 
(d) Increased agricultural returns 
( ) Increased income to producers 

1,600,000 

$2,000,000 
$3.600.000 

(f) Increased utilization of Agricultural land 
(g) Improved feeding programs 
(h) Improved management skills 
(1) Increased uool production 
(j) Increased lamb production 
(k) Larger more efficient sheep units 

Off SHOOTS Of THIS PROGRAM 

(a) Possible sheep skin tanning industry. 
(b) Sale of breeding stock to outside Provinces. 
(c) forage improvements could be passed on to the Dairy and 

Beef Industry. 

Truro, Nova Scotia 
January 16, 1975 
PBS*kb 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Basic Assumptions : 
Breeding Ewes 
Lambing Percentage 
Replacement Percentage 
No. of Ewes per Ram 

RECEIPTS: 

100 
130 

20 
33.3 

Lambs 
Feeders 
Wool 

1.04 x 90 lbs. X .63 = 
.26 x · 70 lbs . 

6 lbs. 
X .58 
@ .70 

= 

= 

EXPENSES: 
Hay 
Grain,Ewes 
Salt and Minerals 
Vet. and Drugs 
Ewe Depreciation 

Ram Depreciation 

Ewe .Mortality 

666 
125 

TOTAL 

6'"' )' I h,--
1 b s. @ 2.25¢ 
lbs. @ 7.0¢ 

$64--$30 
5 

= 

= 
= 
= 
= 
= 

$150-$100 = 
2 X 33•3 

5% of $64 = 

Pasture Hay Equiv., 3 lbs./day@ 1¢/lb. 

Ewe Mortality 
Shipping Weight 
Feeder Percent 
Feeder Weight 
April Lambing 
PER EWE 
58.97 
10.56 

4.20 

73.73 

14.98 
8.75 

.65 · 
2.25 
6.80 

.75 

x 180 days= 5.4® 
Shearing 
Fencing 
Marketing 
Interest on 

Capital 

Gross Margin 

= 

= 

= 
Operating 

f40268~ X 13% = 

' TOTAL VARIABLE COSTS -

= 

1.35 
2.00 
2.10 . 

2.64 

50.87 

22.86 

5% 
90 lbs. 
20 
70 lbs. 

TOTAL 
5,897 
1,056 

420 

7,373 

1,498 
875 

65 
225 
680 

75 

320 

540 
135 
200 
210 

264 

,5087 

2286 

... /2 . 
. . . .. ' 
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FIXED AND OPPORTUNITY COSTS PER EWE TOTAL 
I") 

Inter es t on Inves tment ' 

Land . 3 A. /Ewe @ $100/A. = 30 

Building and Equi pment $15/Ewe = 15 
.' -----. . · \ 

E'w'e 64 + 20 = 47 
2 

Ram 1100 + i l;zO = 4 
2 X 33 °3 

TOTAL = 96 
@ 996 = 8.64 864 

Building Depreciati on i:§2 ~00 - 0 = 3.15 315 
20 

Taxes on Bldg . ($63 ) X $2 .00/$100 = .63 63 
( 2 ) 

TOTAL FIXED AND OPPORTUNITY COSTS = 12.42 1,242 
TOTAL VARIABLE AND FIXED COS'l'S = 63.29 6,329 
RETURNS TO LABOR, MANAGEMENT AND RISK = 10.44 1, 044 

. --r-., 
' i 

Ef fect of Lambing Percent on Returns : 

Lambing 22 Cash Recei QtsLEwe Gross MarginLEwe Labor Retur nLEwe 
. 

100% 57 . 68 6 .81 -5.61 

110% 63 . 02 12 .15 -.27 --.,,_ 
I 

12096 68 . 37 17.50 5o08 

13096 73 -73 22. 86 10 .. 44 

14096 79 .06 28.19 15.77 

15096 84 . 42 33.55 21.13 

SOURCE: Farm Management Division ; 
Extension Services Branch, N. S.D.A. & M. . ...--.,,_ 



::,Ht.t.t' t'l<UUUCTlUN BUDGETS 
The following budgets are rev1s1ons of the budgets in the fact sheet, "Economics of Sheep Production". They can only be used as guidelines as every farm is different and no two places .will have the same costs and returns. 
It is worth noting the dramatic rise in ownership costs. The factsheet figures are based on $50 ewes and $150 rams. The annual ownership costs were $10.25. Even with a big rise in cull ewe prices the ownership costs have more than tripled on $150 ewes and $260 rams. 

INCOME: 
1 .3 lambs@ 55 lb 
1.3 lambs@ 100 lb 
1.3 lainbs @ 100 lb 
Wool 7 lb@ 50 ¢ 

Total expected returns 

EXPENSES: 
Feed: 
Hay@ 2.5¢/lb 
Grain @ 5¢/lb 
Creep feed@ 10¢/lb 
Salt & Mineral 
Pasture 

Ewe 4¢/day 
Lamb 2¢/day 

Tota 1 feed cost 
Disease & parasite control 

Worming materials 
Vet & medicine 
Dip & spray 
Total 

Ownership: 
1. 

BUDGET WORKSHOP PER EWE 
Production System 

$107.25 * 

3.50 

110. 75 

20.00 
6.25 
4.50 
1.00 

(800 lb) 
( 125 1 b) 
( 45 1 b) 

8.00 (200 days) 

39.75 

1.50 
1.50 

.40 
3.40 

15 .00 

$114.40 ** 

3.50 

117. 90 

22.50 (900 lb) 
13.75 (275 lb) 
4.50 ( 45 1 b) 
1.00 

8.00 (200 days) 
1.80 (90 days) 

51.55 

1. 75 
1.50 

.40 
3.65 

Ewe depreciation 15-75;5 
death loss-5% ewe value 5.60 
interest on invest@ 10% 11. 25 

2. Ram depreciation 2.00 
interest on invest .50 

Total 34.35 34.35 
Other 

Marketing 3.00 3.00 
Bedding 1.00 1.00 
Shearing 1.25 1.25 
Housing 7.00 7.00 
Equipment 4.0~ 4.00 
Misc.(hydro,phone,etc) 2. 5· 2.50 
Total 18. 75 18.75 

TOTAL EXPENSES 96.25 108.30 

$102.70 *** 
3.50 

106.20 

15.00 (600 lb) 
5.00 ( 100 1 b) 

1.00 

8.00 (200 days) 
2.40 (120 days) 

31.40 

2.00 
1. 50 

.40 
3.90 

34.35 

3.00 
1.00 
1.25 
6.00 
3.00 
2.00 

16.25 
85.90 

Returns to labor, risk and 
management 14. 50 9. 60 20. 30 

* Estimated at $1.50 pound for Ea~ter ** Average price for May,June,1978. Toronto was $88.00 per cwt. ***Average price for September & October,1978 at Toronto was$79.cwt. l.Ewe cost ·$150,salvage value $75. 2. Ram cost $300, salvage value $60. 



No agreement reached 
o_n pay_[ng c_ompensation 

t'vt.,.,~ p.;'4,V! J ........ L-~ 7 
PICTOU - Municipal Municipal by - Iaw he also Later the Municipal Council 

Council could n?t come to an r~ceives restitution if they are decided to stop making the 
agreement this _week on killed by a bear . payments when it was finally 
wheth_er compensation shou~d One councillor questioned established it was a Coyote that 
be paid a local farmer for his was responsible for the kills. 
loss of four sheep because there why the council does not pay if 
was not definite proof of what the sheep are killed by animals Mr. Kneen said a meeting is 
had killed the sheep. 0ther than a dog or bear. The being arranged between 

Sheep farmers in Pictou councillor did not press the members of the Sheep Pro-
County have received payment queStion and it was dropped ducers Association with the 
in the past when the sheep with0ut being discussed or Lands and Forests minister and 
valuer's report stated the kill answered. deoutv minister to discuss 
was the result of a dog or bear SEND RESOLUTION ' the proposals submitted. 
attackh.. . Brewster Kneen, Saltsprings. He sa1"d ·he was hopeful some 

In__, t_~1s mstance the report 
from_~ sheep valuer stated secretary - treasurer of the things worthwhile would result 
the four sheep, belon~ing to Sheep Producers Association from the meeting and be instru-
Scott Falconer of Elmfield, said a resolution has already mental in preventing problems 
were killed by dogs or some been sent to the minister of before they arose concerning 
other wild animal. Lands and Forests concerning where the responsibility lies, 

The fact that the report kilJ.s of sheep by wild animals when farm animals are killed . 
stated "or some other animal" including the bear. Some persons also question 
raised the question to whether Mr. Kneen said the resolution why restitution is made to 
or not the payment should be points out members of the sheep and not other domestic 
made. It was finally decided to Association feel the Depart- animals and even why 
send the report back to the ment of Lands and Forests are restitution is made at all. 
sheep valuer for a more the keepers of wildlife and the It was said the reason is 
. definite explanation. department should accept that because sheep are more 

The animals killed were responsibility and be prepared vulnerable and easy prey for 
valued at $50 each. to make restitution. predators. 

Under the Sheep Protection In 1976 more than 50 sheep Restitution paid varies ac-
and Dog Regulation Act the were killed and it was assumed cording to the value of the 
sheep farmer does receive it was the work of dogs some sheep it was also explained and 
restitution if his sheep are restitution was made to far- this depends upon the 
killed by a dog. Under a mers here in Pictou County. judgement of the sheep valuer. 
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FederalBeefSub~y 

Limousin purebred heifers on Dundas Farms Limited, Dundas, P.E. I., play their role in 
assuring of high grade carcasses for Canada's beef process ing industry. 

~ommission May Seek 
Milk Price Increase ,,,: 

by John Murphy 

TRURO - The Nova Scotia Dairy Com-
mission will probably be approaching the Federal 
Department of Agriculture in the near future to 
attempt to negotiate a further increase in the price 
of milk. 

The price of milk was frozen in the province 
last November, for one year, by the federal 
government. However, there was a clause in the 
agreement which provided that if production costs 
rose over t_he 10 percent mark, the milk producers 
could approach Ottawa for a further increase. 

According to Ron Rose, an economist of the 
Department of Agriculture and Marketing in 
Truro, a preliminary study has indicated that 
production costs to the farmers have risen over 10 
percent. This, he said, could lead to a four cents 
increase in the price of a quart of milk. 

If the federal government accepts the study 
done by the Nova Scotia Department, Ottawa 
might decide to increase the subsidy to the 
producers instead of granting a price increase, in 
which case there would be no change in price. 

The results of the study so far cover milk 

producers only. Mr. Rose says the Department is 

Price cuffing. . . 
( continued from page 1) 

one of the larger chain stores but though the 
matter was mentioned in the directors' report, the 
details were not given to the meeting, nor were 
they called for by the membership. This was 
possibly in respect of the president's (Mrs. Martha 
Nettleton) appeal for unity in the ranks of all 
Nova Scotia sheep producers. 

It was most eloquently pointed out that when 
our markets for lamb are so under supplied as is 
the case in Nova Scot_ia, a failure of the different 
regions to communicate and co-operate could 
easily result in the destruction of those events 
established by a relatively small number of 
members and whose benefits would be shared by 
all sheep producers within the province and in 
neighbouri!lg areas. These events referred to by 
Mrs. Nettleton being the first Annual Sheep Fair, 
the Sa le of Breeding Stock and the A·nnual Sale of 
Feeder Lambs, all of which have helped in giving 
the Nova Scotia sheep farmers prices on a par 
with the highest in Canada. 

to aid industry 
Maritime beef producers will receive seven -

cents a pound on live weight basis for all Grade A 
1, 2, 3, and 4 beef marketed between now and 
April 6, as a result of the recently announced 
federal beef subsidy. 

The subsidies will cost 
taxpayers about $2. 75 million 
a week. 

The cost is based on 
estimated weekly sales of 
39,400 head of beef cattle, 
resulting in an average -
subsidy of about $70 each for 
live animals. A prime Al or 
A2 beef imal weighs 
between 950 and 1,100 
pounds,~about 62 percent of 
whicb 'is meat. 

The program was im-

plemented to offset the ef- • 
fects of a flood of United 
States beef imports which 
were lowering prices to 
Canadian prodirers. 

Subsidies on the top-grade . 
cattle, Al and paid in-
definitely and retroactively 
to March 4, but will apply to 
lower grades for limited 
periods. The subsidy period 
for A3cattlewill be March 18 
to April 13 while A4 cattle 

( continued on page 24) 

Price Cutting and 
Lamb Dumping 

Embarrass 
Association 

The business section of the Nova Scotia Sheep 
Producers' Association held on Saturday, 
February 23, was disappointing. It was apparent 
that there had been some degree of em-
barrassment to the Association caused by some 
farmers unnecessarily price cutting and the 
dumping of lambs in the Halifax and Sydney 
market. 

This disruptive action it seems had involved 
( continued on page 24) 

-



• -rVUVb rv~ 11~ ,~JY Controversy spar,r,e by 
$15,000 sheep allotment 

After much controversy over ex-
penditure of funds from the Canada Sheep Council and quality of 
representation of the Nova Scotia 
Sheep Producers' Association, James 
Hewitt of Port Hilford was elected 
Nova Scotia representative on the Canada Sheep Council. 

Mr. Hewitt has been a self-appointed representative on the 
province of ,the council since its in-ception a year ago. 

The controversy arose after Mr. 
Hewitt announced the council had 
allotted $15,000 to go to sheep 
producers associations in the eastern provinces, to be used for organizational purposes. 

Mr. Hewitt said he felt the 
province's sheep producers should 

band together in one organization, 
disbanding the. three of four which now exist in the province, in order to 
prevent small organizations from 
taking large chunks of the money from the council, benefitting only 
themselves and not the rest of the 
producers in the province. 

"Someone should put their thinking cap on and figure out how we're going 
to get that money here", he said. 
"Whoever represents Nova Scotia on 
the Sheep Council has to speak for all 
sheep people in Nova Scotia, and not 
any organization, until we have one 
organization who speaks for us all". 

This aroused concern in many 
members of the association, who said 
the Nova Scotia Sheep Producers 
Association represented more 
producers in the province than any 
other. 

One member pointed to a survey 
done by the organization last fall which showed its membership 
represented more than 80 per cent of 
all sheep farmers in the province. 

However, Mr. Hewitt still con-
tended the NSSPA could not represent 
100 per cent of the producers. 

"The best thing to do is to set up a 
commission which would take in all producers, and could operate under a 
check-off system which would be 
compulsory, unless there was a 
clause to opt out of it. 

--
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Canada's sheep population has dropped from a First World War high of four million to the present half million population. Mrs. Franc Joubin with her flock near Kettleby, Ontario. 
~ -= ---- r 

Dying wool industry blamed on spiraling production costs 
Because the production of wool in Cana-

da is a dying industry, your urban readers 
may be interested in some facts. 

Lamb and wool production lag far be-
hind Canadian requirements. We produce 
something less than 50 per cent of our 
lamb carcass requirements and only about 
15 per cent of our wool consumption. 

In 1871 Canada had a sheep population 
in excess of three million with a human 
population of three and three quarter mil-
lion; the number of sheep declined steadi-
ly until the First World War when there 
was a dramatic turn around and the num-
bers increased to nearly four million. 
Decline then set in until the start of the 
Second World War when numbers again 

sharply increased. During both wars the 
threat of foreign supplies being cut off by 
enemy action provided the incentive to 
substantially increase Canadian produc-
tion of this vital commodity. Since the 
Second World War each succeeding year 
has had a decline in sheep numbers until 
today there are fewer than 500,000 in all of 
Canada. 

While it is difficult to pinpoint the rea-
sons for this ailing industry, high produc-
tion costs is certainly one of them. Austra-
lia and New Zealand have substantially 
lower production costs because of climate. 
Aithough we sell our lamb in a North 
American market, drug prices in Canada 
are significantly higher than in the United 

States. As there is no import duty on wool, 
our producers must compete in a world 
market which draws the bulk of its sup-
plies from countries which have relatively 
low labor costs. By way of contrast, the 
United States imposes an import duty of 12 
cents per pound on wool and uses the reve-
nue to provide ar, incentive payent to 
American wool producers which will bring 
their return for 1977 to 99 cents per pound 
in comparison with 45 cents per pound for 
the Canadian producer. 

When an animal is shipped for slaughter 
the going price for the green pelt at the 
abattoir is 50 cents. When the consumer 
buys this pelt in the form of a sheepskin 
rug the price has escalated to $40. In the 

interval it has undergone a relatively 
simple manufacturing process in readi-
ness for the retail trade, yet the cost to the . 
consumer has multiplied 80 times or 8,000 
per cent. The story is the same for shorn 
wool; the pound of wool which may bring 
45 cent<; to the producer, costs the hand 
knitter in excess of $15 in the form of yam 
with which to knit a pair of socks. 

.No mention has been made of phenome-
nal use of synthetic yams to supplant wool 
and other natural fibres. While the com-
petitive position of synthetics will undoubt-
edly remain strong in the near future, 
their role in the long term is by no means• 
assured because of our increasing depen-
dence on the whim of foreign governments 

for our suppfy of oil - a rapidly diminish-
ing raw material. With this threat hanging 
over us it would be utter folly to become 
totally dependent on foreign sources for 
our wool requirements - a commodity 
whose unique qualities modern technology 
has been unable to duplicate. 

What 15,000 Canadian producers urgent-
ly need is some measure of incentive 
which will bring them return on wool at 
least equal to the incentive presently en-
joyed by American producers. Surely this 
basic industry is entitled to this degree of 
encouragement to help ensure its survival. 
R. F. Karrow, President 
Western Ontario Lamb Producers Associ<J.-
tion, Holstein 
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TO EXPAND SHEEP FLOCK 
by John Murphy 

TRURO - The Nova Scotia Sheep Producers Association 
has set as a "'basic objective", the doubling or tripling of the 
size of the province's sheep flock. It also will seek to improve 
the prod1.x:tion of high quality breeding stock and market 
lambs. 

The Association's annual meeting, held here in February, 
was directed by the President, Mrs. Martha Nettleton, who 
with her husbaid, Dr. Brian Nettleton, a veterinarian, 
operates a large sheep enterprise outside Truro. 

The directors' report, presented by the Secretary, 
Brewster Kneen, of Saltsprings, Pictou Co1.D1ty noted that 
there is currently a far greater demand for lamb in the 
province than can be met by the existing supply. 

Normally a strong demand is considered good for an in-
dmtry, but in this case the sheep producers see it as a 
disadvantage. To meet the demand "too many ewe lambs, 
which should be retained for lreeding purposes, are going for 
slaughter." This, the Association feels, is hindering the 
expansion of the industry. 

A HIGHLIGHT 
Although the Allociation had encoatti'ed scme problems 

d.ll'ing the year , Mrs. Nettleton~ the directors saw some 
bright spots. The Nova Scotia Sheep Fair, the first of its kind, 
held in Truro , and the annual sale of breeding stock, with 
nearly 900 entries and prices substantially higher than the 
previous year, was a highlight. 

The directors saw as a restriction the fact the province's 
total sheep flock is not large enough to meet the domestic 
demand and still provide a surplus of animals, which could 
be used for breeding stock. 

AROUSED INTEREST 
The world-wide shortage of food is arousing "more interest 

in sheep raised on grass" and more people are noting the 
shortcomings of synthetics as compared to wool. 

The financial report showed the Association has a healthy 
balance, due mainly to the annual sheep sale. The $207 in the 
bank at Jan . 1, 1973, had increased to $2,245 in February of 
this year. 

A few days after the sheep producers meeting, another 
1 major event for the province's sheep industry took place. 

This was the test run of lambs being slaughtered at the new 
c0-0perative abattoir at River John, Pictou county. Operated 
by Northumberland CCK>perative Abattoir Limited, which 

_ has a capacity of 8,000 to 10,000 lambs per year. 
Operated 1.Dlder strict federal-provincial inspection, the 

plant is owned by a nmnber of farmers living in the 
province's North Shore area, bordering the Northumberland 
Strait. 

According to President, Harry Redmond, of River John, 
sheep breeders in the area had imported new bloodlines from 
overseas and, along with a cross-breeding program, had 
developed an improved quality of lamb. 

"This did not solve the major problem," he said. "This was 
how to deliver to the consumer a continuous supply of in-
spected fresh lamb when and where the market demanded." 

The farmers studied the problem, he said, and agreed that 
killing facilities and a feedlot operation were necessities. The 
abattoir is the first step and there are now 5,000 lambs 
available from members in the next year. 

It will be several years before the company can develop the 
remainder of its plans. In the meantime, the c0-0p members 
have developed feedlot operations on their farms to supply a 
limited nmnber of lambs all year round. 

-
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Westgo Row-Crop Spring Cultivator 
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Events In the Maritiine 
Sheep World 

The week ending February 
23rd saw a great deal of 
action by maritime sheep 
breeders centered at Truro. 

The occasions were the 
winter Short course in Sheep 
Hubandry at the N.S.A.C. 
and the annual Meeting of 
the Sheep Producers of N.S. 
This annual week-long short 
coorse is rapidly influencing 
the calibre of sheep farming 
practices in the Atlantic 
Provinces as farmers from 
all four Atlantic Provinces 
attended to form an 
agressive class to hear and 
discuss information from the 
regular teaching staff of the 
N.S.A.C. 

Introducing the course was 
Philip Stead, Sheep Field-
man to the N.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture. Off campus 
guest lecturers were 
Brewster Kneene, Secretary 
of the Provincial Sheep 
Producers Association; Dr. 
Brian Nettletoh, 
Veterinarian and sheep 
farmer and Wm. Rutter, 

from the East of Scotland 
Agricultural College, 
Edinburgh. 
was extended at the sheep 
producers meeting was, 
"The Integration of Cattle 
and Sheep to obtain 
maximum profit per acre". 
Explaining that one of the • -
basic problems in fat lamb 
production from grass is 
related to the need to provide 
clean grass for nursing ewes 
and their lambs, Le. grass 
that has not been grazed by 
Ian bs in the previous year by 
lambs. In this way the build 
up of parasitic worms 
probably the greatest single 
negative factor in fat lamb 
production, is avoided. 
Illustrations of a system 
where available grass was 
divided into three equal 

. seven acre plots. These three 
plots were each utilized by 
(a) 50 ewes and their lambs 
(in the season quoted 50 ewes 
and 89 lambs) (b) 12 single 
suckler cows plus calves. ( c) 
Grass closed off for con-

setvation. In each suc-
cessive year the usage of the 
plots is rotated The ewes 
and lambs grazing where the 
cows were the previous year. 
Cows and calves going onto 
land previously used for hay, · 
etc. 

RETURNS 
Though winter climate 

adds a variable which 
precludes a strict com-
parison of this system with 
our conditions it is in-
teresting to convert the 
Pound sterling return per 
acre to dollars. Sheep gave 
$132.00 per acre and the 
cattle $99.00. One im-
mediately asks, "Could 
similar returns be shown 
under our conditions with 
similar stock?" The sheep 
concerned were Halfbreds 
( Leicester - X Cheviot) 
nursing lambs by a Suffolk; 
the Cows Hereford -
Friesian Cross with calves 
by a Charolais; in both cases 
types of stock available to 
Maritime farmers. 
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Conf1de11ce e~pressed 
in sheep, pro,duction 

TRURO - Delegates to U·e 
annua l meeting cf the N:Jva 
Scotia Sheep Producers A:c:so-
ciation, Saturday were told 
the dired:Jrs of the associa-
t'on have ccnfidence in Hie 
·111ture of the sheep industry in 
tl··e province. 

Brewster Kncen , the organi-
zation's secretary, in deliver-
ing the directors' report , said 
the best indication of the in-
dustry 's future i.s the high 
price paid for good breeding 
stock at ·tbe annual Scpt~mber 
sale. 

Mr. I<neen said at U-e 
present time ,there are severe 
restrictions oi.1 the ·p,ovince 's 
sheep industry. The major 
one is the sma ll ~ize cf the 
total floe], and the :"hortage of 
g:od, suitable breeding stock. 

He tiaid tl·.ere is currently a 
far greater demand for Jamb 
in the province than can be 
met by the existing suoply. 
This i.c1 one of the conditions 
thst works against expansion 
of the industry. 

Mr. Kneen said . too many 
ewe lambs that shculd be 
retained £,or breeding are 
going to Elaughter. This in 
part is due to a poor 
knowledge am: ng producers 

of p:·jc,zs and trends in the 
industry and, in part, to an 
inadequate number of f.1heep 
producers of commercial sig-
nifigance. 

According to Mr. Kncen , to ;;, 
many sheep are ke-µt for jvst 
a hobbf, and too many lambs 
are marketed for uneconomic 
prices because the producers 
are not raising the st•zcp to 
make a Jiving. 

Until this situation is re-
ver~ed, and all lambs are 
marketed live and through a 
limited number of facilities, it 
wi l be difficult for those 
wishing b expand or to enter 
the industry to obtain breed~ 
ing 2-tock in sufficient quantity 
fie said. 

Guest speaker at the meet-
ing, presided over by presi-
dent Mrs. Martha Nettleton, 
Murray's Siding,, was William 
Ru tter from the East of 
Scotland . CoUege of Agricul-
ture. . • 

Directors elected at the 
meeting include Bonnie Fred-' 
ericks, River John, James 
Hewitt, Sherbrooke, Niels Pe-
terson, Windsor , and Dan Alex 
MacL€od, Sterling. David ·oul-
ton , Windsor, was elected as 
an alternate dire:tor. 
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Sheep fair 
TRURO • - The "highly 

ruccessful" sheep fair held . in 
Truro last September will 
take place again next year. 

This decision was: made at 
the semi-annual meeting of 
the Sheep Producers of Nova 
Scotia held at the Nova Scotia 
Agricultural College S,aturday. 

President Martha Nettleton, 
Murray Siding, said the fair, 
organized by the association 
and sponsored by the depart-
ment qf agriculture a n d 
marketing, ;yas an unqualified 
success. 

lt 1was rn a cl e pG:Jsible 
through a $4,000 grant from 
the department. 

Richard Huggard, deparF 
rnent director of lovestock 
services, said he ~vas pleased 
with the way the money had 
been used. 111e fair had done 
much to enhance the image of 

on 
she,ep producing in the prov-
ince·, he added. 

• The fair attracted sheep 
buyers from five Canadian 
provinces and · six American 
states. • Association directer 
Geoff Winham, Great Village, 
who organized the sale of 
breeding f.:tock, roid it had put 
Nova Scotia on the map for 
good quality breeding stock. 

Reporting on tb~ woollen 
hantlicraft d i s p 1 a y s held 
throughout the fair, organizer 
Cathy Kneen, Salt Springs , 
sa id they had attracted 400-500 
vjsitors, many of tbem from 
the U.S. 

She felt this interest would 
be ref!ected irt the tourist 
industry. 

The problem of sheep killed 
by . straying dogs was also 
discus.;:ed. 

Phillip Stead from the de-
partment of agriculture and 

• Ill '74 
marketing annGunced he will 
chair : a committee of Col-
chester s h e e p producers 
which will meet shortly 'with 
the municipality's fin a n c e , 
committee to-di_scuss compen, 
sation to . producers • whose 
l':heep are killed by dogs. 

The submission will ask for 
fuller enforcement c-f existing 
legislation, which is consid-
ered by breeders to give them 
adequate protection. 
; It will also ask the muni- ' 

cipality to re-imburse the i 
cwner the full market value 
of sheep killed. Provincial · 
legis:ation already reqµires 
the municipality to do this. 

• Producers are also worried . 
about the damage done by 
kil'er bears. La~:t week an old 
.statute providing .compensa-
tion against bears was re-
moved from the books by 
Colchester County council. 

- -
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Ignorance· at crosswalks , 
Highway safety is a matter · of An ignorance at the crosswalks in utmost concern not only to Nova Seo- our towns, cities and villages is visible • tians who spend a great deal of ti111e on to anyone spending time in a motor our roads and ·streets, but to all resi- vehicle. Too many men and women _ dents of the province. The frequency who possess driver's licences in Nova 

-

' ·• with which we hear pleas for in- Scotia disregard almost totally the creased care and caution by persons rights of pedestrians at crosswalks. behind the wheel has increased con- Too many drivers speed through these siderably in recent months and years. pedestrian routes, without stopping • Police forces, safety officials and their vehicles, indeed without slowing other concerned citizens are heard their cars and 1rucks, even though • almost daily in a campaign to make pedestrians have indicated a de~ire to • motorists more conscious of the rules use the crosswalk. Too many motor-. and regulations of the highway. ists feel they are "king of the road" The carnage on our highways is when they get behind the steering unacceptable. Too many people, wheel, and pedestrians be damed in •• young and old alike, are being killed in their attempts to cross str~~ts. Police car crashes. Too many people are forces are already burdened by re-. being maimed and hospitalized for quirements ie other aspects of high-long periods of time because of mis- way patrol, crime prevention and haps in this province. Only by the routines of duty. But more police at-.. educating of motorists to the ways and tention is required to wipe out the means of effectively .increasing driv- apathy of motorists at crosswalks . .. ing safety are we going to sufficiently There is no faster way to strike down a • reduce the staggering numbers of youngster, a middle-age person or a highway deaths and injuries. Many senior ciiizen than by the ignorant . aspects of highway safety have been habits of motorists at crosswalks . .:· stressed this summer: the need for the The public, too, can help by re- 1 use of seatbelts, the necessity to lower porting obvious cases of crosswalk .speeds on our heavily-travelled roads, disregard, by noting licence numbers -• the importance of keeping drinking of offending vehicles, and reporting , drivers off the highways. Time and same -to the nearest police depart-.. time again these matters have been ment. Every effort to remove disobey-brought to our attention. But, as most ing motorists from our streets and motorists are fully aware, there are highways could be a step in the right many other ways in which accidents direction - a step in avoiding another can be avoided. needless death or injury .. 

\ 

Pleasing s.heep news 
It has been announced that 1,100 province. The conviction is finding breeding ewes and nearly 150 rams support both in the efforts made in have been entered in the annual breed- recent years to import good quality ing stock sale sponsored by the Sheep animals and in the mounting interest Producers Association of Nova Scotia. evidenced through sheep sales. With that number of sale entries, the Mr. Kneen has observed that "the event, to be held at Truro on the strength of offering at this sale also Labour Day . weekend, will be the reflects the solid prices of market largest sheep sale ever held in the lambs at the current time ... " That Atlantic provinces. suggests one area in which the sheep The secretary · of the Sheep Pro- growers should find support. It al ways ducers Association, Brewster Krieen, has seemed strange . that Nova Seo-has expressed understandable satis- tians have had to rely on imported faction over the promise of a record lamb from the Antipodes to ~eet our sale. "I am .'particularly excited," he table requirements. It is reasonable to said, "about the diversity of breeding expect a trend toward self-sufficiency stock offered at this sale." and, surely, as a domestic product The matter is pleasing for a becomes available, the derhand may number of reasons, 09e being the . be expected to increase. 

apparent optimism concerning the fu- The sheep sale scheduled for early ture of sheep in this part of the coun- September gives promise of being a try. Many, both in the agricultural significant event in,,the further de--industry and outside of it, long have velopment of a facet of the agricultur-been convinced that sheep have an al industry which has much to promise important role in the economy of the Nova Scotia. 



Sheep topic 
I<,, for session 

TRURO - The difficulty of 
assessing the physical condi-
tion of sheep under a four-
inch coat of wool is one of the 
fundamental p r o b l e m s in-
volved in considering breeding 
sheep or market lambs, ac-
cording to Tom Matheson, 
secretary of the Nova Scotia 
Sheep Producers' Association. 

A display of sheep and 
lambs of various breeds, ages 
and condition will be held at 
the Boulden Building of the 
Nova Scotia Agricultural Col-
lege next Saturday· at 1:30 
p.m. 

The purpose of the display 
is to give the sheep farmer an 
opportunity to relate live 
sheep and lambs to carcass 
condition. 

Mr. Matheson said· ironical-
ly the 'wool of the sheep, which 
is commonly thought to be the 
main reason for sheep farm-
ing, is often _the cause for 
embarrassment among pro-
ducers. 

In recent years the return 
from the wool was scarcely 
enough to cover shearing and 
packing costs. 

The association secretary 
said the value of wool related 
to the value of lamb produced 
from a sheep is in the region 
of $1 to $30 but at meetings 

much valuable time is spent 
in discussion of wool and wool 
marketing. 

The directors feel . the topic 
of the meeting is of such 
importance that they hope all 
members will attend. The 
meeting was originally sched-
uled for March 10. 



Sheep show 
attracting : 

record entry 
•• , \ 7't C.\.l 

The Sheep Producers Associa-
tion of Nova Socita is holding its 
seventh annual Sheep Fair at 
the Exhibition Grounds in Truro 
on Labour Day weekend, begin-
ning at noon Sept. 1. 

More than 1,100 females and 
150 rams have been entered in 
the annual breeding stock sale, 
says Brewster Kneen, Salt-
springs, secretary of the associ-
ation. 

Not only is the sale a recrod 
size, he said, but a wide variety 
of breeds are also being offered. 

These include Dorsets, 
Leicesters, Suffolks, North 
County Cheviots, Scottish 
Blackface, and Hampshires. 
Less common stock such as 
Montadales, Shropshires, and 
Oxfords will also be on sale. 

"The strength of offering at 
this sale also reflects the solid 
prices of market lambs at the 
current time and I'm sure we 
can expect reasonable prices for 
breeding stock of this quality," 
Mr. Kneen said. 

In addition to the more than 
700 ewe lambs to be sold, there 
will be some 160 yearling ewes 
and more than U!O mature ewes. 

Besides the, sale of sheep, the 
fair features family workshops 
in wood craft and craft displays, 
and 4-H sheep projects. Fes-
tivities include a shearing com-
petition, "lamburger" lunches, • 
sheep dog trails, games and 
competitions. 



Alternative sale 
methods urgedj 
by producers "l • f 

• reports uial New Brunswick t sheep producers, selling their 1 lambs • through the · lamb-' 
marketing co-op, • were 
receiving higher prices than 
Nova Scotia producers: 

Hy n.tUAN GALLANT 
NEWS staff reporter 

The Sheep Producer's 
Association decided, following a 
heated debate during their 
annual meeting in Truro 
Saturday, to study alternative 
methods of marketing lamb. 

A proposal that · the · -
organization's marketing 
committee conduct such a study 
evoked · protest from Brian. 
Nettleton of Aricbat and other·· 
producers who expressed fears 
that alternate marketing 
methods could reduce the· 
number of sheep which are sold . 
weekly through· the Maritime 
Cattle Market near Truro_ 

They charged that if . this 
hflppened it would .· seriously 
atfect the~. ability of the Truro 
sale to set a price for Nova 
Scotia lambs. 

• -Nettleton said . he didn't 
want the ouUet "messed-up" by 

• producers who haven't been 
around long· to know what the-
lamb marketing · situation was like in the province before the·. 
cattle market was available. 

Nettleton, formerly a 
- resident of Colchester County, 

established the cattle market in 
1959 but later sold the business. 
He now owns a sheep farm and 

. operates the Atlantic 
Sheepherding School in Cape Breton.-

ALTERNATIVES LISTED 
Prior to the annual meeting, 

the marketing ·committee had 
already conducted some 

·, preliminary study on alternate 
marketing methods and com-
mittee member Roy Evans on Saturday outlined five areas in · 
which it was felt more in-
vestigation should be carried 
out. 

Alternatives include: ex-
. pansion of the Maritime cattle 
sale to encourage greater 
volume and greater buyer 
participation; selling directly to 
the Toronto or Montreal market; selling indirectly to the 
Montreal market through 
amalgamation with the New 
Brunswick Lamb Marketing Co-
op; and the establishment of an 
outlet in the Halifax-Dartmouth 
area for the sale of lamb, 

. mutton and other sheep 
products. 

Evans explained the com-mittee initially began to lQok 
into alternate methods of 
marketing, largely because of .., 

He added the committee bad 
met earlier this year with Brian. 
Trenholm, sheep specialist with 
the New Brunswick Department 
of Agriculture and secretary of 
the c~p-

Trenhom explained how the c~p works and advised ·that 
if Nova Scotia sheep producers 
wanted to market their. product through· that organization, it . would ·probably · be necessary. 
for representatives of the sheep 
industry in this province to go to 
Montreal and develop a market 
by contacting ~uyers, Evans 
said. 

The motion, which was ap-
proved by the sheep producers 
association, instructed. the marketing committee to report 
to the organization's semi-annual . meeting· next. spring 
after investigating the various 
marketing alternatives, 
• In another motion which was 

passed during the annual, the 
association's sales committee was instructed to look into the 
possibilities · of. having the 
Maritime . Cattle Market take 
over the organization's annual 
sale of feeder lam'3_s. , . . 

• The committee,, was told to 
report back to the semi-annual 
meeting after . determining 
whether the management of the 
cattle market is willing to take 
over the sale, and if so, under 
what conditions. 

Outgoing president of the 
association Tremaine Finley 
said following the meeting, the 
motion was prompted by the 
fact that the feeder sale makes 
heavy demands on the 
organization in terms of the 
work required in managing the 
event and obtaining volunteer 
workers. 

Evans, a resident. of Kingston; 'Kings . County was 
appointed president of the sheep· 
producer's association Satur-
day while Nils Petersen of 
Kempt Shore was appointed vice-president. • • 

Brewster Kneen of .Salt 
Springs was named secretary, 
and Wayne Wolfitt of Minudie 
was appointed to the board of 
directors . 
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Better return~ than beef \'\ / t 'f_ ct+-

A n argument for Atlantic sheep 
By WALTER FOBES 

Mr. Fobes is a member of the economics department of 
the University of Prince Edward Island . 

My food and fibre economics class is trying to establish 
whether sheep could be a profitable enterprise in Atlantic 
Canada. We found E. D. Haliburton's cow-calf operation costs 
in this newspaper Nov. 19, 1973 interesting since we had just 
attempted to "guestimate" comparative production costs for 
cow-calf and sheep-lamb enterprises. 

Our costs are based on the following assumptions: spring 
calving and lambing on grass; calf weights of 400 pounds at 
weaning and 80 per cent weaned calving rate ; fat lamb 
weights of 100 pounds and t'.30 per cent weaned lambing rate; 
cow investment of.$400-per cow without depreciati on ; average 
s'heep investment of $30 per ewe with 50 per cent 
depreciation ; mortality rates of one and two per cent for 
beef and sheep respectively; bedding expenses are 
compensated by manure receipts : interest on investment at 
eight per cent. 

All costs are at market prices ( e.g. roughage can 
probably be made at much lower prices than those shown.) 
All costs, including labor and interest, are allowed for. 

Our results show a $7.00 loss per cow representing close 
to two per cent on cow investment and $5. 78 profit per ewe 
representing a 19 per cent;return on ewe investment. Clearly, 
ewes have the edge. Assuming 3,000 hours of labor provided 
by the owner-operator at $2.50 per hour, the sheep man 

would make $13,280 per annum for labor and management 
from a 1,000-ewe unit. The cow-calf man \vOUld make $5,400 
from a 300-cow unit. 

The case for sheep becomes even more obvious when we 
consider that the cow-calf operation is only the fi rst phase in 
the live beef production chain, whereas lamb is the fina l 
product. beef feeding requires grain for quick results, and we 
probably can't compete in grain production with Western 
Canada. But we might well have the edge on grass, especially 
if we take the region as a whole, including Newfoundland. 

The main problems of the sheep industry have been 
listed as high feeding costs, parasites and predators. All 
these can be overcome through imaginative management ret-
ups such as zero grazing and movable fencing systems. 

It is· probably true that sheep require more intelligent 
management than beef, and this, may well explain the 
difference in potential returns. Bo~ti beef and sheep returns 
are subject to improvements above the production standards 
assumed in the above budgets. Since the sheep industry has 
been much neglected, potential improvements are probably 
much grea ter with sheep. 

Some recent developments in the Atlantic sheep industry 
have been the institution of a high-class annual 5ileep fair at 
Truro, Devco's promotion of the sheep industry in Cape 
Breton, the establishment oJ large commercial operators at 
Havelock, N.B. , and Morell, P.E. I. , and the current setting 
tip of a sheep farm for demonstration and breeding stock 
multiplication purposes by the Newfoundland government. 

Estimated compa ·ative costi,ngs for cow-calf and sheep-
lamb enterprises, Atlantic region : 

Winter roughage 
Grazing 
r. rain , salt, mineral 
Veterinary 
Housing, equipment, misc. 
Labor 
Mortality 
Animal depreciation , 
Interest 
In>'urance 
Breeding 

To'.al Costs 
Revenue 

320 pounds of calf at $0.55 per pound 
6 rrund3 of wool at $0.70 per pound 

minus $0. 70 shearing expense 
130 pounds of lamb at $0.40 per pound 
Total revenue 
P:'ofit (los ) 

Cow-calf Sheep-lamb 
per cow per ewe 

70.00 17.00 
20.00 5.00 
8.00 4.00 
2.50 1.50 

14.00 3.50 
25.00 10.00 
4.00 .60 

4.00 
32.00 2.40 
1.60 .12 
5.90 1.60 

183.00 49.75 

176.00 

3.50 
52.00 

176.00 55~50 
-7.00 5.78 

( as return n inv.estment) 1.8 per cent 19.3 per cent 



Provincial, Financia l 
Obituaries. Classified 
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"Thursday, December 27, 1973 "It it is aoor1 for the Maritimes. The ,~1ircnicle-Herald •.s for i t 

Good future for she.ep Windsor's· indu~~trial 
as 'second enterprise' By GORDON MURRAY 

StaH Reporter 

WINDSOR - This small 
town located at the entrance 
to the Annapolis Valley only 
40 miles· from the port of 
Halifax may be looking for a 
se::ond industrial park in the 

By KEN MILLEl=t 
Staff Reporter 

WINDSOR - "There is a 
g•oG<l future in .9heep as a se-
cond enterprise on the Nova 
Scotia farm," according to 
Phillip Stead, livestock field 
man for the provincial depart-
ment of agriculture. 

Mr. Stead, who specializes 
in sheep, said Wedne~<lay 
where the industry is going to 
grGW from now On is as a 
secondary operation to other 
farm interests such as hogs 
and poultry. 

Present • prices for both 
meat and wool are at a 
record peak with a lamb 
carca~:s selling for as high as 
$UO a pound and wool, $1 per 
pound. 

The situation was not 
always that promising. 

Prior to 1970, Mr. Stead 
said the sheep population was 
dropping off at the rate -of 
5,000 or 6,000 annually. This 
was due partly to . poor 
returns for wool, with prices 
dropping as low as 30 cents. 

Since 1970 the population 
ha~: held fa irly steady with 
about 35,000 sheep and lambs 
in commercial flocks . 

Mr. Stead pointed out that 
sheep needed little feed grain 
and get along well on good 
forage in summer and good 
hay in winter. 

Lamb at one time fetched a 
good price in spring and sum-
mer then took a drop of 15 to 
20 cents. The last couple of 
years this has net been the 
case. T~e price stark, at $1 or 
$1. 10 and only clr,ops to 95 
cent~. 

"If you, are going to mal,e a 
dollar on sheep, a • good 
number is needed for a .suc-
cessful commercial opera-
tiGn," sa id Mr. Stead. 

The largest commercial 
flock in the province is owned 
and operated by Westerner 
Wayne Woolfit at Minudie, 
Cumberland County. This pro-
ject .. known as Elysian Farms 
has approximately 950 ewes 
and ·a few beef cattle, said 
Mr. Stead. • 

One of the main problems 

in developing the industry Gn • 
a wider scale was the 
availab(lity of •good breeding 
stock. The person who wants 
to start: a flock must go about 

. buying ewe-s in small lots in-
stead of one lot, "10 here and 
10 there." 

Mr. Stead said this situation 
could be remedied by br-
inging in good quality ewes 
from the . West and ·developing 
a system of good selection to 
increase the flocks here. 

Farmers who ra~:e breeding 
stock get up to $125 for a 
ram. A breeding stock :;ale 
la.:it August bPought high 
returns and indicated a good 
demand. , 

William McNeil; who raises 
some of the province 's top 
quality Suffolk breeding stock 
rn his farm on the outskirts 
of Windsor, ,c,onfirmed the de-
mand for breec:ters. He has ' 
sold lots of purebred rams 
this past year and :there 
seems to be no letup in the 
demand. , 

"They want good sheep. 
something that will ~fand up 
at shows and exhibitions," 
said Mr. McNeil. Not cnly 
full-"time commercial farmers 
were buyers. 

On one occasion, the head 
of a major industrial concern 
drove up to the Windsor farm 
in a limousine with chauffeur 
to purchase purebred stock 
for a farm the industrialist 
operated as a sideline to his 
business. 

Advent'. of deep freezers or 
large coolers for ' the fami ly 
brought a boost in another-
aspect of the sheep industry. 

Mr. McNeil said many 
people buy a whole lamb_ 
carca~:s for their freezer 
direct from the farm. 

''They cGme from all over 
..... Halifax - Hantsport -
everywhere," Said Mr. Mc-
Neil. The producer gets 
around $1 a pound for the 
carcass as compared to the 
ab-attoir where it might be 
down to 80 cents. 

Mr. McNeil believed the 
"h:ibby'' type of enterprise 
operated by urban business 

men or prGfessional people 
was good for the economy. 

"They employ people and 
in:::ist on the best stock. " 

· PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT of Agriculture fieldm en 
see a promising future for · Nova Scotia's sheep industry 
as. a suppltment to other farm operations. A flock of 

near future if industry 's inter-
est in the town continues. 

This year the town has had 
more interest in its 30-acre 
industrial park than ever 
before. The park came into 
existence jus t after the Sec-
ond World War when the town 
purchased it through crown 

assets . lt had been the No. 1 
transit camp during the war. 

Since that time little devel-
opment had taken place until 
this year when a number of 
ccmpanies expressed serious 
interest. 

Earlier this year Feron and 
Company of Dartmouth pur-

Suffolks take a Christmas D,1y airing, above, at Martock, 
Hants County. (Miller ) 
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~tsheep producers def eat 
• Inotion to leave NSF A i 

t 

TRURO Nova Scotia 
sheep producers voted Satur-
day to remain asi members of 
the Nova Scotia Federation 
of Agriculture. 

The producers defeated by 
a 21-13 vote a resolution call-
ing fo r withdrawal from the 
federation. 

However they passed a se-
cond resolution refusing to 
pay increased federation 
membership fees. 

The fedewtion had re-
quested an increase from $500 
to $650 in members11ip. The 
sheep producers voted instead 
to continue to pay $500 per 
year. 

Trevor Jones , an i m a 1 
science instructor at Fairview 
Agriculture College, Peace 
River, Alta, told the meeting 
that sheep producers in Nova 
Scotia faced problems similar 
to those of Alberta producers. 

About 50 producers from 
across the province gathered 
for the meeting at Nova 
Scotia Agricultural College ' 
here. 

Directors appointe:l at the 
meeting were, one-year term. 
Bruce Blacklock, Brooklyn, 
Hant.s County; three-year 
terms, Brewster Knecn, Salt 

Francophones 
offered course 
An extensive s i x - w e e k 

language course in oral and 
written English for Fran-
cophones will _ be offered by 
Dalhousie University this 
summer under the a·uspices 
of the fede ral and provincial 
governments. 

Thirty bursarie.9 have been , 
made available under the 
government's second language 
bursary program. ,...-
bursaries cover to;,. 
book material~ 
board for 11-
ly 3 to 

p. l' 

r 
Springs; J. E. Lund , Upper f 
Stewiacke and H a w 1 e y 1 
Cameron, Mabou. 

Special feature of the 
meeting was a demonstration 
by Feonia and Goi:don Net-
tleton , Murray's Siding, of 
their prize winning public 
speaking talk on the history 
of sheep in Nova Scotia. They 
won first prize in the 4-H 
demonstrations in public 
speaking held at the Atlantic 
Winter Fair last year. 

A directors meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday March 
10 at 11 a.m. to discuss the 
marketing problems ·of the 
sheep producers. It will be 
followed by a. general meeting 
at 1:30 p.m. 
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Sheep industry 
teetering 

FREE PRESS REPORT ON FARMING, April 13, 

those that still exist face the likeli-
hood of extinction by regulations 
forcing a clean-up of pollution. 

on the brink 
By JIM ROMAHN loyal market for this meat, the few 

Kitchener Correspondent Canadian farmers still in the busi-
K I TC HEN ER: Canada's ness do have an outlet for their product. 

once-thriving sheep industry And it is a surprisingly lucrative 
is teetering on the brink. market. 

The downward drift has gone on Over the past decade, there is no 
so long and has been so great that • form of livestock or poultry that has 
only a concerted effort and an un- been as consistently - and as large-
usual degree of luck can prevent it ly - profitable as raising sheep. • 
from limping into oblivion. It is not profit that is responsible 

Forty years ago, there were more for the recent continuing decline. It , 
than three million sheep in , the is more the momentum of the pre-
country; today there are less than vious downward spiral. 
700,000. Sheep are a nuisance to the few 

Forty years ago, some of the larg- packing plants which continue to 
est factories and the biggest em- slaughter them on an -irregular 
ployers were textile mills, and en- basis. That's why in Alberta, farm-
tire towns hummed to the vigor of ers banded together to build their 
the industry, towns such as Almonte own sheep-specializing co-operative 
and Carleton Place in the Ottawa packing plant at Innisfail. 
Valley, or Hespeler and Galt in the It's teetering on the edge of bank-
Waterloo Region. ruptcy, and a bitter deputy premier 

Today even the heavily-subsi- Hugh Horner has charged that the 
dized, farmer-owned meat-packing privately-owned meat-packing 
plant for sheep • in Alberta is in plants have been less than helpful 
financial difficulty. Virtually all of by bidding prices up instead of gra-
the wool-processing plants in Can- cefully bowing out of the way. 
ada have gone bankrupt or shifted Supermarkets and restaurants 
with the times to other businesses. would undoubtedly feature more 

What little is left of the Canadian. Canadian-produced spring lamb if a 
sheep industry exists mainly be- steady, year-round supply could be 
cause imports have maintained a offered. Marketing surveys have in-
meagre market for meat. dicated a huge potential to increase 

If the Australian and New Zealand per capita consumption. 
sheep industry stopped shipping fro- There is renewed interest in wool, 
zen mutton and lamb, supermarkets partly because the prices of compet-
would quickly wipe out that small ing petroleum-based fibres have in-
remaining section in their meat creased and partly because of a 
counter, restaurants would find it boom in hobbies and crafts. 
next to impossible to buy- spring But sheep farmers face difficulty 
lamb from wholesalers and meat- marketing their fleece. Some of 
packing plants would gladly rid that's their own fault because they 
themselves of the nuisance of don't devote enough time or energy 
slaughtering the few Canadian to properly cleaning and carding 
farmers do offer. their product. 

But because the imports - more Part is, again, the decline in the 
than $30 million worth in 1975 - industry. There are few wool de-
maintain a small and relatively greasing plants left in Canada, and 

Greater returns 
·on sheep than beef. 

KITCHENER, (JR): Ex• 
cerpts from a recent federal• 
provincial repart on Canada's 
sheep industry: 
" .. . under intensive management 
sheep will generate grea_ter returns 
to labor than beef cattle on less feed, 
less operating capital and nearly the 
same labor." 

"There are indications that prod-
uct promotion will increase the de-
mand for fresh lamb dramatic-
ally." 

"Increased tariff protection does 
not appear to be the answer to the 
industry's problems." 

" . . . a disease prevention pro-
gram is obviously a priority con-
sideration ... There has been little 
demand from the sheep industry for 
the veterinary profession to develop 
flock health programs." 

"The main criterion for market 
readiness of lambs used by both 
producers and buyers has been live 
weight. Very little effort is ever. 
made to market lambs that are 
well-muscled and carry the right 
amount of finish (fat)." 

"A suitable procedure of evaluat-
ing and selecting (foreign) breeds 
prior to importation is highly desir-
able." 

"Aggressive promotion ... is one 
key to expansion of the sheep in-
dustry. It should concentrate on 
changing the image of the sheep 
industry from that of an earthy, 
humble way to life to one of inten-
sive, highly technical production." 

"Lamb ' represents less than 1.5 
per cent of total meat consumed in 

_ Canada. More than half the popula-
tion has never tasted it." 

"The annual wool clip represents 
only about 11 per cent of Canada's 

needs and is too small to support a 
healthy wool-processing industry." 

"Efforts to stimulate the sheep 
industry should centre on the prod-
uction of meat rather than wool." 

"The fellmongery and sheepskin 
tanning industries in Canada are 
small and specialized. They are not 
well recognized by the leather gar-
ment and handicraft industries with 
the result that most sheep pelts are 
exported in an unprocessed form 
and nearly all of the tanned sheep-
skins and leather material is im-
ported." 

"The most critical issue facing 
the sheep industry today is how to 
expand production to establish a 
viable base." • 

R. C. Gordon, chairman of the 
Alberta sheep and wool commis-
sion, made the following comments 
when he spoke to the Ontario Sheep 
Association annual meeting last 
winter: 

"Ontario and Alberta have over 
half the national flock, so a great 
deal depends on our two provinces. 

"We must create the atmosphere 
under which the industry can ex-
pand healthily, and act as a profes-
sional association as opposed to a 
labor union." 

Wolves and wild dogs are blamed 
for chasing Canada's sheep industry 
off of precisely the lands it is best 
suited to use. 

In Ontario, sheep farmers face 
forceful lobbies from environmen-
talists and gun-control groups and 
clalm their losses to predators are 
increasing. 

The story is much the same in 
Alberta which is ·now the biggest 
sheep-producing province in Can-
ada. 

The de-greasing plants yield a 
particularly potent blend of cleaner-
chemicals, grease and manure. And 
so existing plants are being forced 
out of business, and no new ones are 
planfled. 

Soon·au of our wool will be export-
ed to the United States for process-
ing; all that our textile industries 
and hobby or wool shops buy will be 
imported. 

But any recovery of the sheep 
industry will depend much more on 
meat than wool. 

And that is where attention is ! 
focussed by government and in- ! 
dustry leaders. 
SPRINGTIME MARKET 

The most lucrative of all sheep 
markets is at spring-time on the 
Toronto market to various ethnic 
and religious groups. 

Starting from that base, Ontario 
farmers who are seril>us about mak-
ing sheep-farming a full-time and 
profitable business can expand into 
the lower-priced, but still profitable, 
regular meat market. 

But more than a revolution of 
marketing is required. 

The industry is looking for a revo-
lution in attitudes and in production 1 
technology. With luck, both may be 
possible. 

Sheep farmers have an image of 
the poorest of p~or cousins within 
the agriculture. community. Few 
self-respecting farmers would ever 
admit to owning a flock, much less 
to depending on one for their liveli-
hood. 

George McLaughlin of Beaverton 
is a glaring exception, but this past 
president of the Ontario Milk Mar-
keting Board draws more disbeliev-
ing stares than serious inquiries 
when he notes that he makes more 
profit from his 4,000 sheep than his 
world-reknowned herd of Holstein 
dairy cows. 

There are, however, two new 
types of sheep -farmer emerging. 
The one is the urban worker who has 
purchased a country retreat; he 
knows nothing of the rural stigma 
about raising sheep, recognizes the 
profit potential and is demonstrat-
ing his abilities. 

The second is the family · search-
ing for a commodity that will, given 
a large-scale investment, dedication 
and persistence, yield dreams of a 
full-time farming future. 

The new technology is really a 
package of research answers that is 
still missing some key components. 

Sheep have been raised outdoors, 
but that has exposed them to the 
number one profit-killer in the in-
dustry: roving bands of wild dogs 
and wolves. 
' And so efforts are being directed 
towards moving them indoors into a 
completely controlled environment 
to in hopes that advances already 
achieved with chickens, turkeys, 
pigs and cattle can be transferred to 
sheep. 

It's a massive research chal-
lenge. 

Engineers are trying to design the 
necessary barns, ventilation and 
lighting systems, manure handling 
techniques and feeding systems. 

Reproductive physiologists are 
trying to find out how to persuade 
breeds to succumb to pregnancy at 
any time instead of only once a year. 
They're also trying to increase the 
number of offspring to as high as 
four or five per pregnancy. 

Nutritionists are trying to develop 
milk replacers so the lambs can be 
weaned at birth; if a lamb suckles, 
that tends to trigger hormones 
which make it impossible to imme-
diately re-breed the ewe. 

The nutritionists are also trying to 
develop diets that improve the qual-
ity of meat and carcass and convert 
less feed into more meat. One of the 
major plus factors is that sheep are 
ruminants and convert forages peo-
ple can't digest into meat they can. 

The research effort is being led by 
the federal agriculture department, 
but the scientists are struggling 
amidst competing demands for in-
creasingly-scarcer funds. 

And so the sheep industry is clear-
1.y on the brink. Whether it's the 
brink of the abyss or a revival is the 
big question. 
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t"-'< Sheep producers 
,(i "; plan annual fair 

By GRACE HAYDEN 
StaffRe~r 

TRURO - Plans for the annu-
al sheep fair, held in conjunction 
with the Maritime breeding 
stock sale, dominated Monday's 
meeting of the directors of the 
Nova Scotia Sheep Producers 
Assocaiation. 

Spokesman for the fair com-
mittee, Cathy Kneen, Scots-
burn, said a number of new 
projects are planned for this 
year's event. 

She said the handcrafts com-

earlier request from Cape Bre-
ton Lamb Ltd. that the Maritime 
sale be held in Cape Breton for 
the next two years in connection 
with the sale of imported stock 
coming out of quarantine this 
fall. 

Stuart Allaby, provincial di-
rector of livestock services, 
Truro, said that although these 
animals will be out of quaran- 1 

tine at that time, itis possible 
that regulations will prohibit 
sale of the animals in the United 
States for another two years. • . 

petitions , which involve all "In that case," Mr. Allaby 
areas of sheep production, have, said, "any other sheep which 
often been declared "the best in came in contact with these im-
_the east," and competition is • ported animals would be barred 
expected to be stiff again this from sale in the United States, 
year. _ as well. Such regulations would • 

Handcraft workshops will also certainly give our competitors 
be held on such topics as spin- the advantage, but we are pres- • 
ning, tanning, natural dyeing, ently fighting to prevent adop-
and quilting. • tion of such measures.'' 

Other workshops planned for 
the two-day event include pre- The meeting agreed that im-

ported sheep owned by Cape 
sentations on how to buy sheep Breton Lamb Ltd. not be invited 
at auctions, lambing proce- t th . 1 d I b t o e mam an sa e, u an 
dures, electric fencing, and invitation would be extended to 
sheep handling. Cape Breton sheepl)roducers to 

Mrs. Keen said the committee sell their breeding stock here. 
hopes to organize displays on 1 

feeds and feeding, sheep breeds, The directors also passed a 
fleeces from different breeds, motion to provide financial as-
and fleece sales. sistance to five 4-H clubs in the 

A videotape on butchering, a area, as well as to New Bruns-
lamb casserole competition, a wick Sheep Producers Associa-
photograph competition, a mar- tion to help meet expenses of the 
ket lamb competition, chi!- Canadian Sheep Breeders i 

dren's sheep judging, puppet • meeting. 
plays, a shearing competition, a 
lam burger lunch are attractions 
planned for the sheep fair . 

Mrs. Kneen said parti~ipation 
by the wool growers will include . 
sale of tools, sheep skin pro-
ducts, and supplies for 
shepherds and wool crafters. 

The directors agreed that the 
1978 breeding stock sale be held 
in Truro during the Labour Day 
week-end as usual. The decision 
was made in response to an 
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Record· price~, s_ales highlight 

sixth annual sheep fair in Truro 
By BRUCE GRANT 

TRURO- Record sales and 
pric~s in the breeding stock ~e 
marked the sixth annual sheep 
fair held here on the weekend. 

Officials called this year's 
fair the best ever as 677 head 

• were sold for $74,490, compared 
with 508 head and $39,891 sales 
at last year's fair. 
. Brewster Kneen, Saltsprings, 

secretary of the Nova Scotia 
Sheep Producers' Association, 
which organized the event, said 
the size and quality of the sale is 
the result of bard work on the 
part of sheep producers which 
is now beginning to pay off. 
• "It's beginning to show. Peo-

ple' just do not bring poor qliali-
ty animals to this show." 

Average prices paid for all 
classes of sheep were well up 
over last year. Yearling ewes 
averaged $127 and ewe lambs 
$89, while rams avaraged $179. 

.The top price for a. ram was 
$410 for each of two rams pur-
chased by Brewster Kneen and 
Foundation Stock Farms of 
Brookfield. The animals were 
consigned by Alec Forbes of 
Tatamagouche. 

Selling animals at the fair for 
the first time, Mr. Forbes said 
he was "very satisfied" with the 
prices. 

The top price for a ewe was • 
$190 each· for a lot of two pur-
chased by Dieter Muller of 
Tatamagouche and consigned 
by Billy MacMillan, Charlot-
tetown. 

A lot of five ewe lambs sold 
for $145 each, the highest price 
in that category, to Tremaine 
Findlay, Creemore, Ont., con-
signed by W. G. Mathewson, 
Truro. 

The highest price• paid in the 
market lamb competition· was 
$172.50 for an animal consigned 
by BHly MacMillan and pur-

chased by Old Man Moria's fair included handcraft displays 
Restaurant, Halifax. . and demonstrations, work-

Mr. Kneen said the sheep fair shops, lectures and video-tapes, 
has done much to change the a children's sheep-assessment 
attitudes of the agricultural of competition, sheep dog trials, 
industry towards sheep. "Sheep and a shearing contest. 
were once the low man on the The fair received a boost this 
totem pole. That attitude has year with the construction of 
now turned around. Partly as a new facilities at the provincial 
result of this fair, there is now exhibiiion grounds. The new 
much more self-respect and multi-purpose building was 
awareness in the sheep indus- well-fllled with displays. In ad-
try." • • dition to work$hops and craft 

Mr. Kneen said the Nova exhibits, several firms ran · 
Scotia sheep fair has set the booths selling sheep-related 
pattern for similar fairs in other ' items ranging from raw wool to 
provinces. · "Ontario, Saskat- shepherd's tools. 
chewan and British Columbia • Craft workshops _in spinning, 
all have fairs sbnilar to this weaving, dyeing, and other 
one, and most have come into wool crafts were held. An espe- . 
being in the past two years. cially popular workshop was 
Ours was t~e first." that on home tanning of sheep 

Organizers of the fair praised skins conducted by Boston 
the work of Mike !senor, En- csepherd Ellen Raja and Edith 
field, for his work as chairman Zillig. 
of the sale committee. Mr. Cathie Kneen, who with Mrs. 
!senor had a busy time Sa~ur- Elfride Budgey organized the 
day as he and four helpers sort- crafts section, praised the qual-
ed · frequently reluctant sheep ity of exhibits in the handcraft 
into lots to go before auctioneer section .. • 
F-rank Berkelaar of Belmont. "The number of items on dis-

1'He did a terriffic jol>," said play is down but the quality is 
Mr. Kneen. "It's the first year up, she said. "We have some 
we've seen no delays in getting very professional pieces of 
the sheep into sale ring." work from some of the best 

Other events held during the weavers in Nova Scotia." 

-
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