
NOTICE TO 

WOOL PRODUCERS OF NOVA SCOTIA 

CONCERNING MARKETING OF WOOL IN 1974 

from your Wool Board Members 

representing Cape Breton - David Newton, RR#l, North Sydney 

564-8653 

Antigonish - Guysborough and Pictou 

Chairman 

Andrew Richardson 

Scotsburn 485-6172 

Cumberland - Colchester -· Halifax and all counties West 

L. E. Lund Upper Stewiacke 

Following is the program set out by the Nova Scotia Wool 
Board for 1974 and the authorized shipping points. 

Wool marketing is experiencing a weakness in price which 
is expected to continue for a period of time. This is primarily due 
to unsettled conditions in the U.S. and because of inflation and 
the oil problems of a few months ago. 

Briggs and Little are prepared to guarantee the following 
price only until June 28, 1974 at which time the price may be 
extended or changed. 

Grade A. 709 per pound ) 
Undergrade rough 479 per pound) The average of these prices is about 
Tags 179 per pound ) 679 per pound. 
Less shipping and marketing charges 5-7 cents per pound. 

Other authorized receiving organizations -

Stanfields of Truro - 659 less 1/29 Wool Board 
pay;ments - delivery must be made by the producer to thic pl2.nt 

Condons of Charlottetown, P.E.I. - less 1/29 Wool Board 
payments - delivery must be made by the producer 

Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers Limited 

Carleton Place, Ontario - price not available. The Wool 
Board recommends shipments of wool from Black Face Sheep be directed 
here since the other wool receiving plants are not prepared to 
acbept this wool and will probably refuse to accept it. 
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Any other purchasers are not permitted without the consent . 
of the Nova Scotia Wool Market i ng Boa rd. The Wool Bo ard would like 
to bring to your attentio n that it is unlawful to s e ll to a wool 
buyer calling at your farm and it is unlawful for that buyer to 
buy wool from Nova Scotia Wool Producers. 

The Wool Board requests your support in the above recommend-
ations. If you have any questions about t he plan please feel free to 
call any member of the Board or the Secr e tary. 

Co-ordinating Shipments by Wool Producers 

There are a few groups of farm ers in certain areas who 
combined their shipments and shipped direct l y to Briggs and Little 
on their own truck . The Wool Board is i n ag r eement with any system 
which lowers the cost of transportation and handling and would 
encourage groups to do t h is. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Recommendations for care of wool 

Put fleeces, not tied, into jute bags - two bran bags opened 
up and sewn together makes an ideal container. 

Fill out tags - put one part inside, the other outside 

Deliver your wool before July 31 if at all possible. This 
will make payment and handling more convenient for everyone. 

Deliver your wool personally to Briggs and Little, Stanfields 
or Condons or arrange shipment between groups of farmers or 
through your wool shipping co-operative. 

Contact any of the above members of the Wool Board or the 
Secretary if you wish further explanation or help. 

Cape Breton 
Devco Farm 
MCS Sydney -

Wool Board Member David Newton 
Mabou Ann MacDonald 

564-8653 

L'Ardoise Co-operative Tom Mombourquette 
or your local co-operative 

Antigonish Pictou Guysborough Counties Wool Board Member 
Andrew Richardson 485-6172 
MCS - Antigonish - Timothy Smith 
Northumberland Abattoir Co-operative - River John - Eric Fredericks 
or your local co-operative for information. 
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Colchester Cumberland Halifax and all other counties west 

Board Member J.E. Lund Upper Stewiacke 

Angus Boutilier - Lake Midway, Digby County 
De La Tour Co-operative - Leon D'Enon 
Hants Co-operative - Brooklyn Joe MacNeil 
West Kings Livestock Co-operative - Berwick 
Beaver Fruit Co-operative - Lawrencetown 

:sg 

Yours truly, 

David Newton, Chairman 
N.S. Wool Marketing Board 
RR#l, North Sydney 
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NOVA SCOTIA 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER P . O . BOX190 

Mr. Bruster Kneen 
R. R. #3 Scotsburn 
Pictou County 
NOVA SCOTIA 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

DEPARTMEN T OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

H A L I F A X 
B3J 2M4 
June 3, 1974 

I wish to thank you for sending me a copy of the 
Minutes of the Directors Meeting of the Sheep Producers 
Association held in Murray's Siding on May 17th. 

I am very pleased to have same and to have a report 

.~. 

on the work the Organization are planning on for the summer. 

I would tak e it from your Minutes that your Directors 
were not too pleased with the .Sheep Prog~ction Policy which 
has been made available by the Departmeril . Comments from your 
Directors on this would be appreciated. 

CAD/svt 

Yours very truly 

C. A. Douglas 
Deputy Minister 



NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Truro, 
April 2, 

. s. 
19 7 4-

AND MARKETING 

LIVESTOCK SERVICES BRANCH 

B2N 5E3 

Mr. Bre wster Kneen, S ecretary, 
She ep Producers Ass ociation of o va Sc otia, 
Box 61, Truro, . S. 

Dear Brewster: 

This will ac kno wledge y our l e tter o f Ma rch 27th 
i n which y ou mak e reference to the announc ed Shee p 
Policy. As yo u kn o w we disc ussed a possible i ncentive 
program during the winter. As a De partment we were 
interested in do ing somethi ng to assist in the 
expansi on of the she e p industry. 

After talking with yourself and a number of sheep 
producers, we pre pared a policy in line with these 
discussions. While we did not get a chance to discuss 
this f ormally with the Directors of the Shee p Pro ducers, 
I feel the a ppro ach we ha ve t aken in pre paring this po licy 
is consistant with the published statement by the She ep 
Pro ducers. I pr oposed this Po licy t o the Directors of 
the Departme nt o f Agriculture an d Ma r k eting, an d with 
their s upport submitted it t o the Government f or a ppr ova l. 
Cabinet appr ova l is necessar y f or any new Policy t o go 
i n to e f f ec t, therefore there is nothing definite on the 
Policy at this time. 

I am enclosing a copy o f the pr oposed Policy . If yo u 
do not f eel this t o be i n keep i ng with the best i n ter ests 
of the i ndustry, or i f y ou would li ke t o d iscuss this with 
y our Directors, p lease fe e l free t o do so. We would 
welc ome any comments you woul d hav e . 

. Hug gard , P.Ag., 
Dire ct or, Livest oc k S ervices 

RJH/ gp 
Encls. 
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Finance companies would be tar get 

NDP 1 would 'Curb' ac 
By DON MacDONALD 

Staff Reporter 

A New Democratic govern-
ment in Nova Scotia would 
introduce legislation to curb 
the activities of finance com-
panies, !,he party's leader 
pledged last night. .• 

Jeremy Akerman told an 
NDP rally in Halifax finance 
ccmpanies operating in the 
province are "sucking the life: 
blood out of working P? . 

Describing the co1ppames 
as "financial parasiteE1," he 
said an NOP administration 
would also fix a statutory 
ceiling on interest. rates• im-
posed by the companies. 

The party chief said it was 
time for government "to step 
in and tread on their toes to 
prevent gross exploitation of 
thousands of Nova Scotians." 

The interest charged by 
finance companies is "utterly 
unjustified" and represents 
"the most blatant and di~ 
graceful usury," he said. 

An NDP government would 
"move in and apply stringent 
regulations and legislated in-
terest rates" to prevent a 
continuation of the l'ituation, 
he promised. 

Mr. Akerman told more 
than 600 party supporters al 
St. Andrew's School hi.:1 attack 
on the finance companies is a 
1ew phase of his election 

'1 paign w hi c h will be 
•0 d up this week. 

his attack on finan-
:~s, he singled out 

1ance Corpora-
one of the 
1 parasites" 

·nee. 
nn is 

'.On-
')-

both the Liberals and Con-
servatives in the current 
campaign. 

He criticized the two old-
line parties for adopting NDP 
policy during the current 
election battle. 

The two parties 
ing as policy thin.,:vvvMJ\..1 
three month 

atvkins 
netv farnt 
S u b s t a ntially increased 

assistance for specific farm , 
programs should have a de-
sireable long term benefit on 
the cost of living for all Nova 
Scotians, Agriculture Minister 
Jack Hawkins said in a 
statement released yesterday. 

"The over-riding aim of 
current provincial government 
agricultural policy is a Ion~ 
term plan to make Nova 
Scotia as self-sufficient as 
possible in food production. As 
an example, at the present 
time Nova Scotia only pro-
duces 20 percent of beef 
consumed in the province, 35 
percent of pork consumed and 
20 percent of the provinces 
feed grain requirements," he 
said. 

As a major first step 
towards agricultural self-suf-
ficiency, the Liberal govern-
ment's agricultural program 
contains substantial beef and 
s h e e p assistance policies. 
These policies will provide 
direct payments of $100 per 
heifer and $15 per ewe lamb 
in order to encourage addi-
tional breeding of female 
animals , the minister said. 

In addition, he said, to 

have not supported, he charg-
ed. 

He challenged the .two part-
ies to follow the NOP into tlx! 
new phase of the campaign 
and _come out agains.t the 
finance companib in the 
prcvince. 

Mr. Akerman charged the 
two parties "will not dare to 

o·utlin,es 
programs 

encourage the maximum use 
of agricultural land for crop 
production and especially to 
assist in meeting feed grain 
r e q uirements , a fertilizer 
assistance policy has been put 
into effect. 

This policy, which is retro-
active to November 1, 1973, 
will pay to the farmer 25. per 
cent of his fertiUzer costs up 
to a maximum of $2,000 per 
farm . 

Mr. Hawkins said that "only 
through such major assistance 
policies is this province going 
to strengthen its farm eco-
nomy. The returns which the 
government will get from 
such policies will far out-
strip the investment that the 
government will make in the 
programs." 

lnvesti~P.,, 
is caP 

TRURO 
into a 
Cour 
af 



March 27, 1974 

Mr. R. J. Huggard 
Director 0f Livestock Services 
Harlow Institute 
Truro 

Dear Dick: 

I would be grateful if you could give a quick reply to this question: 

What is the status of the announced ewe lamb subsidy? 

I•• it stated in the Liberal Party platform as coming into effect April 1. 
Then again I saw it referred to by Hawkins in yesterday's paper. 

Is this for real or is it cheap politics? 

If this is for real, then the Department is making its attitude toward the 
organized sheep producers represented by this organization known once again. 

Our first lamb greeted. me with a healthy cry this morning in the midst of 
this raging blizzard - a ewelamb at that. I take it as a good omen. 

regards, 

Brewster Kneen 

( 



PURPOSE: 

,J 

VAJLADL£ 
TOI 

ASSISTANCE: 
A\IA1LABL£s 

av Scott 
OEPART~ENT or AGRICULTURE 

nd l'ke !ng 

(April 1 1 1974 t arch 31, 1 7) 

Th xt nt to which u 1 ue l be h v gone to 
me~k tin Nou Scotia h icted ~owth in th 
INdUGtry. Thi ' policy d aigned to 
incr a ap c by providing 
flna 1 et t n h r al ction, 
or additlo br g to •Ppr duca~. 

Pur br d d Co ~aial Sh ap Produc re. 
A grant of 115.0D p r w, to a rucim of SO% 
axpanaion oft la in any on yoar to inax1mu of 
2S0 aw a hall b veil bl to thoa l191bl • . 

£LIGlBILITVs Tab ligibl brad r ucata 
() Maintain tlock or 1 aet O breeding ewaa. 

(b) Rt in, or purch o. t 1• et 5 breeding remalea 
over nd above nor al r pl c nt raquir ant. 
(e) Braadar t eat1 fy the Nov Sooti D part ant 
or Agriculture nd Aar tlng, th t utflcient reeouroae 
ar v 11 ble to cc d t the •panelon pra,1 • 
(d) Brod r t provld e tt r et ~Y proof that 
, m le rt in d or purchae•d• will be uood in 

ccordanc«i! ,.aith the purpoe o, thle policy. 

(e) Broder muqt b aithet •1~ ady on a Pertar anco 
T tln Progr , or willing to enroll on an acceptable 
Hom T t Program. 
(r) Gre doro mu t h v t lea t the numb r or •w•p 
recordod undor the old S v the Ew Program (1970}. 



, 

.. 

RJHttkb 

--------.-----~-------~---------

All tamel'o p »t1cJ.patlno nauot coalply with ell 
regulationo ccmcel'ningl and aaaoo!ated with, thie 
policy which ta supo~v aod and ad lnlstor d by tho 
Livestock So•v1oe 81tonch, N. s. D -artmont of 
Ag•loulturo end ftarketing • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Breedc,ro or sheep intareatod in · pply.lng tor 
aea1atunce und r thia ptogr aro invited to contact 
the Agricultural R p•eaentotive rsom wh detail of 
tho policy and the daaign t d app11cat1 n to~m, 
ouppliod by tho Oopa•t nt, av b obtain d. 
Appltcatlon tor ae iotenc under th1 policy re 
to be forwarded to tho local Agricultu~el Ropra entativ• 
whose app•oval cnuot bo oocurod. A tl.nsl inspection will 
be m de by a rop~eeontotivo ot th Liv etock Setvlcea 
Branch. Animals lectod uot b freo or diaoa •• det ate 
of any type and mu t bo ultable os b~aedJ.no femn1• • . 
Yhoro broad•~ e~e applyin for aaeiot nc in euba quent Iearo• they uot have nu ba~ or bra d1n remal a at 
eaat equal to th ba ic hard plu numb r previously 

bonuaed. 
Any obvious intent to v1olato the terms of this pollcy 
ohall constitute ~aason ror tho Livestock Service B• eh 
to euapond or cencol ny future Aaalotenoo p rtoin1ng to 
this polio~, • 

•••••••••••••••••••••• 



SHEEP P R O D U C E R S A S S O C I A T I O N 0 F NOV A SCOTIA 
--·--- ---- ~·--- .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY TO THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE N.S. FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE 
(DECEMBER 1974) prese~ted by Brewster Kneen 

This has been a good year for the sheep producers of this province and 
their Association. Most notable is the fact that the market for lamb and sheep has 
been high and si;eady all year. It is clear that demand for Nova Scotia lamb is sub-
stantially greater than the supply. This explains the lack of seasonal price fluctu-
ations and the great demand for breeding stock. It would seem this year that very few 
ewe lambs went to slaughte.·, almost all ewe lambs apparently being retained ~r sold as 
additions to the breeding flock. - It also seems apparent that most lambs were sold 
either through our breeding stock and feeder lamb sales er through the weekly sale in 
Truro. 

Prices for breeding stock a;nd q'-lali ty of the stock were this year su\.stan-
tially above any past year. This was evident at our annual sale of breeding stock 
which saw 1000. owes go -'-hrough the auction ring. Destinations of the sheep sold make 
it very clear that Nova Scotia is becoming known for the quality of its sheep as well 
as the quality of its lamb. 

Again this year the Sheep Producers ~rganized the Sheep Fair. We did not 
call it the Nova Scotia Sheep Fair b~cause of the extent of participation in the Fair 
by sheep producers from P.E.L, New Brunswick: and Newfoundland. About 500 people 
attended the Fair and through careful c,rganization the Sheep Fair managed to pay for 
itself - even with $500 worth of prizes being given away for handcrafts, dog trials, 
and shearingo 

Through the hard work of the directors and members of the Association who 
vrganized and supported the Bree i ing Stock Sale, held in conjunction with the Sheep 
Fair, and the October Feeder Lamb Sale (which also handled some 1000 head), the 
association finds itself now for the first timt in a financially sound ~o~d.ittQ5. In 
addition, though at times the association haJ to cope with some thorny problems in the 
association an~ t he industry, the past year has seen the Sh~ep Producers Association 
emerge with greater support from the producers throughout the province. This year we 
had tw11 annual meetings, one for 1973, held in March, and one for 1974, held in Novem-
ber. This shift in the date of our annual meeting has confused our bookkeeping tem-
porarily, but was designed to accomodate those producers with early lambing. Pre~ident 
for the current year is Ted Lund, Upper Stewiacke. 

We have enjoyeR good working relations with the D~t. of Agriculture and 
our Sheep Fieldman. The minister has reported on some of the assistance given to the 
producers - 32 farmers took advantage of the ewe subsidy program for flock expansion 

- but there has also been the assistance given on fencing - a subsidy which might 
not be necessary if there were more than one firm handling all page wire in the 
Maritimes. The Sheep Producers Association is tackling this problem of fencing in the 
hope of breaking this monopoly, with the R.im of reducing the cost of page wire for all 
farmers. 

The Association also enjoys close working relations with the Cape Breton 
Sheep Producers and DEVCO, and looks forward to even closer cooperation in the future, 
such as in the importation of breeding stock. As the sheep industry and the Producers 
Association grow stronger in the Province, and with ragarn to the special consideration 
given the ShP-ep Producers Association for 1974 and 1975, we look forward to increasing 
c~operation with and support for the Federation. 

The Sheep Producers Association represents one sector of the agricultural 
economy that is minimally dependent on inputs from outside the Province. The market 
for lamb and sheep is strong but supply remains our biggest problem. The Sheep Pro-
ducers Association looks forward to a substantially increased role for sheep in the 
agricultural economy of this province. 



• <llim'1ba ~qeep ~arltttittg 
Oiouucil 

Olouseil bu ~rrqe bu ~utou 
bu filauaba 

BOX 1150, CARLETON PLACE, ONT. • K0A IJ0 

February 8, 1974. 

Mr. James R. Hewit t , President , 
N. S. Sheep Producers Association , 
R. R. # 2, 
Sherbrooke, N. s . 
Dear Mr . Hewitt: 

Following refusal by the government to reinstate the 
Deficiency Payment on Wool, Mr. Elvin Sothman of Elrose, Sask. 
has formulated a plan of assistance to the Canadian Sheep 
Industry. 

Forwarded to the Canada Sheep Marketing Council, the 
Sothman proposal is to create a Canadian Wool Board, naming 
the Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers Limited as the sole 
marketing agency for all Canadian Wool produced. The proposals 
were carefully studied by Council and won majority approval. 

However, having just been turned down by Agriculture 
Canada on its presentation of a Brief urging re-instatement 
of the Deficiency Payment, and currently promoting a new Brief 
for presentation to the Minister on a different method of assisting 
the Sheep Incustry; the Council was unanimous in its opinion, 
that, at this time, it could not present the Sothman Plan. 

While the Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers represents a 
majority of Canadian sheepmen, it too could not present the 
plan, having been named in it as its principal. 

Council sent the Plan to the Canadi an Sheep Association as 
the only other national body, requesting that it be studied and 
if approved, be presented to the Minister. Canadian Sheep has not 
yet presented the Brief because it received majority but not 
unanimous support, but has advised the Council that it will support 
the Sheep Marketing Council in any action it may decide to take . 

. . ,. .. • . . . . • .• • 2 
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It is recognized by Council that the proposals have mnch 
merit but that a major stumbling block may be the difficulty 
of securing the required provincial consent withing the frame-
work of the marketing acts of each province. Federal legislation, 
to establish a Wool Marketing Board, already exists through Bill 
C - 176 but provincial assent is a prerequisite to its formation. 

Accordingly Council has decided to send copies of the 
Sothman Plan, herewith enclosed, to all Sheep Associations in 
Canada, for their consideration. 

Council will greatly appreciate hearing from you and learning 
the opinion of your Association as to the feasibility of the 
plan and its application in your province. Thank you for your 
early attention in this matter. 

Yours very _,;ruly, 
-/ j/ d . {7 . /I ,__.,__ t--' 

[/ J .. C. Ross 
Secretary Manager 

JCR:cd 
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A PROPOSAL TO THE MINISTER 

AGRICULTURE CANADA 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A WOOL BOARD 

TO MARKET CANADIAN WOOL 

FROM 

ELVIN SOTHMAN - ELROSE, SASK. 

JANUARY 1974 



WOOL - Problems and Prospects 

The Canada Sheep Marketin_g Counci 1 made a submission to the 
Minister of Agriculture in March, 1973. The Council asked for re-
instatement of wool deficiency payment. 

This is not a repeated request for a wool deficiency payment. 
I ask the Minister to consider setting up a Wool Board to be the sole 
purchaser of, and marketing agency for, Canadian wool. 

The demand has varied greatly in the past few years, but there 
are recent indications of a continuing stronger demand for the natural 
product -- wool. 

1) World population increasing rapidly. 

2) Limiting factors in supply situation. 

3) Much more favourable attitude to nature's product -
and a corresponding disillusionment with synthetic 
fibres - especially among younger people. 

4) American Federal Law now forbids the manufacture of 
children's clothes, in sizes 6X and below, from syn-
thetic fibre because of the flammability of these 
fabrics. 

The Federal Govemment will have to be prepared to lend the 
Association money for short periods in order to give the Board the 
strength to hold wool until a suitable price level is reached. 

Wool is easily stored and administration costs would be very 
small. 
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The small Canadian wool supply cannot influence world prices. 
Therefore, it makes sense to hold this for a fair price. 

Proposal: 

That the Government of Canada establish the Canadian Co-operative 
Wool Growers' Limited as a Wool Board, with appropriate power• 
(like the powers granted to the Canadian Wheat Board) to be the sole 
buying agency for wool from the producers, and that the Board be 
empowered to: 

l) pay an initial price for the wool; pool all income from 
sales, and make final payments to producers on the basis 
of this pool; 

2) be the sole agency to sell wool; 

3) hold, if necessary, wool stocks for periods of time until 
appropriate sales can be made. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS 

0 TT AW A, 
April 9th, ·1974. 

Mr. Brewster Kneen, 
Secretary, 

CANADA 

Sheep Producers Association 
of Nova Scotia, 

P.O. Box 61, 
Truro, 
Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

Thank you for your letter of March 27th regarding 
the recent meeting of the Maritime Farmers Council 
in Moncton, New Brunswick. 

I am sorry I was not able to attend that meeting, 
although my colleague, Mr. Fred McCain, M.P., told 
me he had met some of my constituents that weekend. 

Immediately I received your letter I made some 
enquiries through the Department of Agriculture 
for some information on the Canada Sheep Marketing 
Council. I was informed my request for information 
had been forwarded to the Secretary-Manager - Mr. 
G.C. Ross. Over a week has passed and I have not 
received any material from Mr. Ross. His office is 
located in Carleton Place, Ontario, so I called him 
today. I discovered that he is away until April 29th 
so I thought I would reply to your letter and forward 
the material to you later. 

I thought perhaps you might like to have the full 
address of the Council for your information: Mr. G.C. 
Ross, Secretary-Manager, Sheep Marketing Council of 
Canada, P.O. Box 1150, Carleton Place, Ontario. 

Thank you for your invitation to the Nova Scotia 
Sheep Fair to be held August 30th in Truro. I shall 
look forward to hearing more about it later. 

sincerely, 

E McKay, M.P., 
Cen ral Nova. 



• 

Mr. Elmer MacKay, M.P. 
Howse or Commons, 
Ottawa 

Dear Mr. MacJCay: 

March 27, 1974 

We have not had the opportunity of meeting, yet, but I had rather hoped that 
I would be seeing you last Saturday at the Parliamentary briefing in Moncton 
sponsored by the Maritime Farmer's Council. 

The sessions Saturday were of considerable interest to me personally but I 
could only regret that there were no Nova Scotia M.P.'s present. PEI and New 
Brunswick were well represented. • 

Would you be so good as to inquire into the activieies of the Canada Sheep Marketing 
Council for me? It was set up about two years ago as a gesture of political 
appeasement and so far has done little but spend 5250,000 on meetings with 
no po•itive consequences in so far as I can determine. As Secretary of our 
Provincial sheep producersorgaiiization,Ishould be hearing directly about 
the work of the Council. It may be that as with many political affairs, the 
party-in-power would like to keep it as much a secret as possible in order to 
dispense funds without public scrutiny. 

I would welcome any information you can send me about the Council and its 
achievements. 

May I also take this opportunity to advise you that we are holding the Second 
Annual Nova Scotia Sheep Fair in Truro Aug. 30 - Sept. 1, 1974. We will send 
you a more formal invitation at a later da te, but I thought you might like the 
opportunity to put this on your calendar at this time. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 

R.R. 3 
Scotaburn 

P.S. You may know that I am myself a beef and sheep farmer, located in 
Brookland, near Saltsprings. 
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A'n Incentive Program 
The Sheep Industry 

for 

THIE following suggestion for im-
proving, the operating conditions of 
the Canadian Sheep Industry was 
presented to the Honourable Eugene 
F. Whelan, Minister of Agriculture 
Canada, J •anuary 311, 1'9•74 by the Ex-
ecutive of the Canada Sheep Market-
ing Council. 

Over the past decade, a period of 
general ,prosperity in Canada with 
commercial and industrial growth, 
the . Oanadian Sheep Ind us-try has 
failed to ,follow the tre'nd of business 
exipansion. In fact, overall numbers 
of sheep in Canada have decilned. 

The reasons are many but not aU 
are readily apparent. !Basically, The 
Canadian Sheep Industry has ibeen 
f orced to exit within . an economic 
climate, in which · each facet of the 
industry, meat and wool ,is sUJbject-
ed to many economic disad:vantages. 

More than 815% of the lamlb con-
sumed in Canada is imported at such 
low tariff rates as to afford the 
Oanadian producer virtually no pro-
tection in his own market, or shield 
him !from world-wide price fluctua-
tions. 

Canadian producers of wool, with 
higher living standards, higher wage 
levels and feed costs than those 
which prevail in the Southern Hemi-
1,phere,face duty free imports of wool 
from every Country in •the world. 
Worse strll, the Canadian grower 
fi,nds little or no stability in his own 
market, which is subject to all the 
violent price fluctuations in the world 
markets tfor wool. 

The world-wide depression in the 
wool textile industry, commencing in 
late li!)66 and lasting for 6 years cul-
minated in the lowest prices for wool 
ov:er the past 3 decades. The fact 
j:.hat, through shifts in Government 
Policy, all support for the industry 
was withdrawn during this critical 
period, removing what little stability 
had previously existed and which 
badly undermined the C~nadian 
.growers' coll!fidence in the Sheep In-
dustry. 

As part of the continental market-
.in,&: area, ,the Canadian sheepman 
finds himself at a c-onsiderable eco-
nomic disadvanta,ge in contrast to the 
U.S. sheepman who enjoys a 215'1t2c 
clean !basic taTitf protection on wool 
andi a wool incentive· program 
guaranteeing him '72c on the ifarm. In 
addition, he has the .advantage of a 
higher tariff on imported lamlb than 
does • his Canadian counterpart. 

Until just the past few months, a 
ewe lamib retained !for_ ibreeding pur-
poses rwas worth approximately $25 
more to the U.S'. ,grower than to his 
Canadian neighbour. This . adv•antage 
acquired to the U.S. grower through 
the higher va•lue of the ,wool pro-
duced over the '6 to 8 year life 51Pan 
of the sheep. AF. a result, the U.S. 
breeder was aible to enter the Cana-
dian maiiket and outbid! Canadian 
groweTs :for the Canadian breeding 
stock so badly needed to maintain 
healthy growth Jn our Sheep In-
dustry. 

It is little wonder 1:hat Canada's 
sheep ,population has declined by 
over a half a million from June 1963' 
when there were 1,34'6,000 sheep and 
lamlbs on Canadian farms. [n June 
1.97'3, Statistics, Canada reports only 
8•32,500 sheep and lam1bs in Canada. 
This drastic decUne clearly reifl.ect_s 
the unfavornlble economic climate un-
der which the Canadian sheepman 
must operate. 

At present, Canada is a _ Nation 
with marked defi.ciency•in the produc-
tion of lamb and wool. At a time of • 
strong demand ,for aU red meats, 
Canada is able to supply only a small 

\ 

fradion of her domestic lamb marke t: 
Consequently there need be no · c-::m-
cern regarding the maTketing1 of in-
creased supplies of Canadian lamlb. 

,With the Indutry at a low level, it 
is most difficult for newcomers to the 
industry, genuinely interested in 
raising sheep, to ,find the breeding 
stock they require. ;Jn most cases they 
are forced to accept ovcer age s,heep 
.and culls from nei•ghbours' flocks to 
enaible them to start. \Frequently the 
poor quality of their initial stock re-
sults in losses, •with frustration and 
discouragement .Tio-day, about the 
only source of good !breeder stock is 
through death or retirement of a 
competent sheepman. 

The Canad1a Sheep Marketing 
Council filimly ibelieives that the 
greatest need .for -the ,Industry is a 
large and continuing h1crease in 
sheep numbers. Council is greatly 
concerned with the disappearance of 
the ;best breeding stock in this Coun-
try, either through export 01• slaugh-
ter of ewe lambs. 

With the current world shortage of 
grain supplies and high cost of feed 
grains, it should ibe- noted ·that sheep 
can make good use of grass land 
regions and can use legumes for feed. 
Much marginal land, unsuited! to 
grain growing, can · be utilied to eco-
nomic advantage lby sheep and· thus 
add to Canada's short s,upply of lamb 
and wcol. 

The Council believes that in-
creases in sheep numibers ' are not 
only urgently needed lbut that such 
increases are feasilble, even with · the 
low base ,level from whichi the start 
must be made. •For example, in spite 
of •an overall decline in Oanaoa, 
sheep numbers in . !A:liberta have • in-. 
creased: :f-rom }8-0,000 in '196•9• to 2,~5,-
000 in 1197G. In Saskiatchewan ,,the in-
crease has ibeen from 1'22.000 in 196.7 
to 146,000 in .19,73_ Counci°l !believes it 
significant that in the only two Pro-
vinces showing increases jn . sheep 
number, there has been a definite 
Government Po'licy of encollraging 
expansion of the Indus•try. • 

Council is convinced! that it the In-
dustry is to expand and remain at a 
signilficant level, there •will be needed 
concerted Government action at b')th 
·Federal-and Provincial levels on both 
a short term and longer term basis. 
For the immediate future, there is 
needed some incentive ,for the ,Indus-
try· to expand and to offset the lack 

. of stalbj,]jty and economic d'isadvan-
' tages which it faces. Accordingly, the 
Canada Sheep Marketing Council, 
believing that A1griculture Canada, 
shares its concern and' desire for a 
vialble and expanding sheep industry 
in 'Canada, presents the following 
proposal for the !Industry's ibeneifit. 

The propos•al will promote co-
operation between •Federal and Pro-
vincial authorities and ihopefo,Uy im-
prove communication within the In-
dustry among ,its small scale but 
numa-ous and! •widetly scattered pro-
ducer me,mbers. • 

The Program which is outlined 
below is not a sUlbsidy. Rather it is a:i 
incentive ,policy based . on perform-
ance with no payments made without 
achieving increase in sheep numbers. 
Payments would lbe made direct to 
numerous Canadian growers1 and 
would remain in Canada · ,without 
finding their way into the hands of 
foreign owned Companies operating 
in Canada. Finally, the sum total of 
payments would lbe in _direct relation 
to the Industry's response 1by in-
creasing sheep numbers. • 

Suggested . Title for the Proposal is 
"Ewe Retention Incentive Program", 
details of . wthich are outlined below. 

l. A single payment of $15• to the 
'producer for each yearling ewe 
which has ;been •retained in the floc-k, 
with no payment • made • for fewer 
than '10 eligible ewes owned hy each 
applicant. • 

12. Yearling ewes to be ident1fied by 
special ear tags to avoid duplication 
and poss~bility of fraud'. 

G·. Flocks to ibe inspected once each 
year within 6 weeks of r ecei>pt of 
Producer's Official A,pplicatian. 

4. !Program to be a joint Federal 
and Provincial under-taking, to be 
financed 1Federally and operated 
Provincially •With •admin is tr at ion 
through Provincial Livestock Direc-
tors and AgricuUure Representatives. 

5. Flock inspection to be made by 
County ,or Distr ict Fieildmen or 
Agriculture Representatives w h o 
could be trained as to age identifica-
tion. 

•In summary, the Canada Sheep 
Marketing Council !believes that im-
plementation of the above • :Program 
is feasible, and that it would lead 
directly , with little time lag, to 
increased sheep numbers in Canada. 
Cost to the 1Federal Government 
would be in direct relation to actual 
increases achieved. Such a :Program 
would be a strong ·force towards 
eliminating the small hit and miss, 
in and out farmer and assist the full 
time sheepman to expand and im-
prove his flock. It would assst in 
financing flock expansion by the 
small grower who may experience 
difficulty in securing loans or credit. 
• Council considers that the Program 
would provide a cohesiveness within 
the Industry where little has existed 
before among its widely scattered 
members. Tihe Program would pro-
vide some badly needed stalbility 
within the Indusfry and would great-
ly improve the present. · unfavorable 
economic climate faced by Canadian 
sheepmen. Finally, the Canada S,heep 
Marketing Council ibelieves that 
thr,:mgh inter Governmental co-
operation, as the Program would· re-
quire, a general and uniform sheep 
p.olicy for all of Canada. would 
.eventually evolve to the great benefit 
.of the Canadian• Sheep ,Industry. 

A:1'1 of which is respectfully submit-
·ted for your. attention and -conside1~-
tion. --Can. Wool Grower. • 

At the present it is difficult t.o 
visualize the degre·e of confidence 
that may ibe funnelled iback to the 
sow operator. ·Unless· this segment of 
the hog production chain is assured• 
so me measure of profitalbllity, it is 
doubtful i.f the pork supply can be 
stabilized to- the extent most deem 
des-irable. 

;Jn the announcement it was noted 
the ·pork stabilization ptlan js an in-
terim measur e, and that a similar 
concept be applied as an ongoing 
program. The plan is rather a fresh 
new attempt and it lbehooves all in-
dustry segments to seriously evalu-
ate the program in an attempt to de-
velop an ongoing, program /best de-
signed for total industry n eeds, 

Increased! Hog 
Marketing Forecast 

'Heavier hog marketings through 
the summer are forecast. The latest 
quarterly marketing estimates iby the 
Economics Branch of Agriculture 
Canada places July-lSeptember mar-• 
ketings at 16'5,900 hogs per week, up 
4 % from a year earlier. It is in-
dicated ,Eastern output may ,gain as 
,mucru as •6 %, w ith the West up 12,%. 

!L ~oking fur ther ahead , the report 
predic;.ts a 3 % decline in marketings 
tluring October li9-74 - March 197,5_ 
Tlhis r eduction is comprised c·f a 3·% 
decline in the East • in conjunction 
with a Western drop of 2 % . 

'Looking at the pork industry to 
date this year it is noted marketings 
are up about ·5½ % in Canada and 
3.2 % i_n the U.S. Both pork exports 
and imports are. iower this year, ac-
cording to preliminary data, yet our 
net e~port position is improved1 . . The 
main, reason for lower total exports is 
.the l_imiteo off-shore demand, particu-
larly Japan. 

. , U. S.. Cattle ·cm Feep 
Sharply Low:er-

The numiber of cattle on feed tn 
seven major U.S. feeding, sta•tes at 
May l continued sharply :below a 
yea.r a,go - 8.4 against 9.3' • million-
head. No w Eight breakdown is re-c 
corded 1n the report, but as April 
marketings· rose 14%; some of the 
backJ,og of · overfinished cattle may 
have been moved. !But it must !be re-
memqered . April 1973 marketings 

P k St b•1• t• were curtailed (consumer boyc.ott andl ·or 1 ' a 1 1za 10n .. price-freeze con:fusi'qn). 1H O'W ever, 
_April . 1-974 .marketings were still 6 % Plan Encouraging -- atbove two years ago. • 

.THE 1'onir awaited national hog • U. S. LiftStoc:k and ~ M-t Outlook stabilization program announced May 
2,2 :by Agriculture Minister· Whelan 
has a number of ,positive aspects !built 
into it. Covering hogs marketed in · 
the 1'2 months endill!g March 3il, rn,715,, 
the plan !basically guarantees pro-
ducers a gross margin over feed at 
$317.00 per hog. 

It is encouraging: that the program 
gives evidence of a serious attempt 
by the federal government at longer 
term stability, hopefully giV1ing pro-
ducers enough for•ward co111fidence to 

.stay i-n ·business. There is · certainly 
quite a contrast in the tbasic desi,gn of 
this ,h og support plan andl the beef 
assistance subsidy in place since 
mid-March. 

The program d-oes not appear t·o 
bonus inefficie?1cy as we understand 
feed conversion ratios of a high 
standard have lbeen used in the mar-
gin calcula:tions. !Further, the pro-
g r,am keeps the market free · to .find 
its current level !based on existing 
supply-demand factors. 

·Even though it can be argued the 
prc,gram• has c-onsiderable merit, hog 
producers currently losing, money 
would have likely preferred some-
thing that gave ,more immediate as-
sistance. There is the possibility · that 
with a comlbination of strengthening 
hog prices and/ or lower feed costs, 
the payment per hog for the year 
might not be large. 'I1hus the pro-
ducer has to stay in business to come 
out reasonalbly well on the year. And. 
that in itself .would appear to ·encour-
age stability .' 

Th.e latesf livestock, and meat situ-
ation and outlook report fr<>m U.S.-
D .iA. indicates fed cattle :prices are 
expected to · strength.en into early 
summer as slaughter s.Ji,p.s ibelow 
winter levels. (Buf larger b eeif sup-
plies are ·,likely in the .summer and 

..fall'. with prices. h:endin:g lower. The 
report indicates ex,pansicn of the 
beef ~ow herd :will be smaller than 'in 
the last couple .of years. Thus, cow 
slaughter is expec-ted to 'run large 
through most of 1974. 

lU.!S.D.A. indicates that outloo~ fol' 
hog prices during the lbala!lee of 19:74 
is now consideTalbly less favourable 
than foreseen ea.rlier _in ' the year. 
Summer hog slaughter is e~pectedt to 
run _a·pove. year-eariler lev'els. Slaugh-
ter this fall will probably run moder-
ately ,albove last Octolber..,December. 

IReadin•g the U,S.,D.A. '!."eport the 
impression gained is • one of con-
tinuing uncertainty and c (> n c e r n 
aibout the -future. AF. in Canada, U.S . . 
cattle and hog prod,ucers are reported 
to •ibe suffering considera~le 1fin1anical 
loss on feeding operations. A big 
question mark is the size of the 1974 
crop. Many reports indicat e the mak-
ings of a record corn crop which con-
ceivably 1might mean ,lower feed 
prices and thus prevent •any signifr-• 

. cant production ~hanges . Predicting 
the outcome is difficult. 

A:griculture is this nation's largest 
industr:v \vith asse ts of ~e tter than 
$3·70 billion. 

-
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NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

TRURO, Nova Scotia 
B2N 5E3 
June 10, 1974 

Mr. Brewster Kneen 
Secretary 
Sheep Producers Assoc. of Nova Scotia 
R.R.# 3 
SCOTS BURN 
Nova Scotia 

Dear Brewster: 

This will acknowledge your letter of 
Ju~e 4th. Each week we make up a Livestock Auction Sales 
Sheet listing the Maritime Cattle Market, Truro and the 
Lawrencetown Auction Sales, Lawrencetown. This information 
is mailed each Tuesday. 

I have gone over the list of Sheep Producers 
and revised your list as some of these receive the Market 
Report at present. I will add the new names to our mailing 
list. We will try and get the report out this week. If not, 
they will be on the mailing list for next week. 

We will also follow your request in that an 
explanatory note be enclosed with the first mailing stating 
they are receiving this at the request of the Directors of 
the Sheep Producers Association. 

I have noted your final paragraphs regarding 
lamb marketing in Nova ·Scotia and agree that every effort 
should be made for the producers to receive the market price. 
I hope the Livestock Auction Sales sheet will help. We will 
check with the abattoir at River John and help in any way 
we can to establish the market price. 

DCB:sg 

Yours very ~r J y, 

~gp~ 
D. 6:'iishop 
Superintendent of Market 

Development & Exhibitions 

627 



ATTENTION 

This Livestock Auction Sales Report is being 

forwarded to you at the request of the Directors of the 

Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia in an effort to 

keep members informed of current market prices. 



' . 

Mr. Don Bishop 
Dept. of Ag. and Marketing 
Truro 

Dear Mr. Bish6, 

June 4, 1974 

At their recent meeting, May 17, the Directors of the Sheep Producers 
Association asked me to forward to you the following request: 

- That the Maritime Cattle Market Weekly Sale Report be sent regularly to 
all members of the Sheep Producers Association so that they may be 
informed of current lamb and sheep prices and that current wool prices 
be included in this report. 

- That a note be sent with the first mailing explaining that the report 
is being sent at the request of the Directors of the Sheep Producers 
Association to keep members informed of current market prices. 

We feel that this service to our members is essential as there has been 
substantial amounts of selling at below market prices which hµrts the 
industry substantially. For example, last week one produce~s putting 
lamb in the stores for Sl.00 per pound w9~le at the sale last week the 
price was 70e live weight, ~ her words, the producer selling for Sl.00 
was actually getting 40e per pound when he could have been getting 70e 
selling live. For the sake of the indastry this must be discouraged and 
we feel that adequate infonnation on current prices is the beet way of 
doi ng this. 

I would also take this opportunity to poi nt o~t that I have been told 
that the River John Abattoir continues to market at the Canada Packers 
list price even though Canada Packers could not supply lamb at their own 
price and that t herefore this price is in fact well below market price. 
The latest Canada Packers price I have is Sl.10, or well below the 701 
live weight price. 

We appreciate your cooperation in informing sheep producers regularly 
of the prices they ought to be getting. We will all look forward to 
receiving the Maritime Cattle Market Reoprt weekly. 

Enclosed is our current membership list 
for your use. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



Secretafy-Manager 
Jederat i on of Agriculture 
Box 784 
Truro 

Sir: 

June 4, 1974 

In light of the recent comments of the Milk Producers concerning Government 
involvement in agriculture, I would appreciate it if you would circulate to 
the Federation Directors the enclosed statement by the Directors of the 
Sheep Producers Association. 

I'm sorry that I do not .have additional copies but trust that you can duplicate 
this statement. Thank you. 

sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen, Secretary 



.... - .. 

ova Scoti a Sheep B~eede~s ' Asso c ., 
W. G. Ma thews on , 
Box 6 1, 
T HU O, N . S . 

Dear Sir: 

Sarah J. Sheppard 
113 Bellwood Ave., Apt. l, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Jan. 28, 1974. 

I am a fourth-year journalism student at Carleton University 

in Ottawa. Since I am interested in agricultural reporting 

I am doing my honors thesis on sheep raising and its future 

in Canada. I plan to write it as a series of newspaper or 

magazine arti~les. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you could send me any 

information your organization might have on sheep, wool and 

mutton. I am interested in statistics as well as written data 

and I would be willing to pay for costs involved in sending me 

the information. I would like to know about any efforts your 

organization has made to p~omote sheep raising in Canada and 

your opinions concerning the present and future success of this 

area of agriculture. 

Perhaps you could suggest other organizations or material that 

I might not be aware of that could be of use in this project. 

I would appreciate your immediate attention in regards to this 

letter since I hope to have the project completed by the end 

of March. 
Sincerely, 
Sarah J. Sheppard 

( 



NOTICE TO 

WOOL PRODUCERS OF NOVA SCOTIA 

CONCERNING MARKETING OF WOOL IN 1974 

from your Wool Board Members 

representing Cape Breton - David Newton, RR#l, North Sydney 

564-8653 Chairman 

Antigonish - Guysborough and Pictou Andrew Richardson 

Scotsburn 485-6172 

Cumberland - Colchester - Halifax and all counties West 

L. E. Lund Upper Stewiacke 

Following is the program set out by the Nova Scotia Wool 
Board for 1974 and the authorized shipping points. 

Wool marketing is experiencing a weakness in price which 
is expected to continue for a period of time. This is primarily due 
to unsettled conditions in the U.S. and because of inflation and 
the oil problems of a few months ago. 

Briggs and Little are prepared to guarantee the following 
price only until June 28, 1974 at which time the price may be 
extended or changed. 

Grade A. 709 per pound ) 
Undergrade rough 479 per pound) The average of these prices is about 
Tags 179 per pound ) 679 per pound. 
Less shipping and marketing charges 5-7 cents per pound. 

Other authorized receiving organizations -

Stanfields of Truro - 659 less 1/29 Wool Board 
pa~ments - delivery must be made by the producer to this ple.nt 

Condons of Charlottetown, P.E.I. - less 1/29 Wool Board 
payments - delivery must be made by the producer 

Canadian Co-operative Wool Growers Limited 

Carleton Place, Ontario - price not available. The Wool 
Board recommends shipments of wool from Black Face Sheep be directed 
here since the other wool receiving plants are not prepared to 
accept this wool and will probably refuse to accept it. 
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Any other purchasers are not permitted without the consent . 
of the Nova Scotia Wool Market i ng Boa rd. The Wool Board would like 
to bring to your attention that it is unlawf u l to s e ll to a wool 
buyer calling at your farm a nd it is unlawful for that buyer to 
buy wool froM Nova Sc otia Wool Producers. 

The Wool Board requests your s upport in the above recommend-
ations. If you have any questions about t he p lan p l e ase feel free to 
call any member of the Board or the Secre tary. 

Co-ordinating Shipments by Wool Pr od ucers 

There are a few groups of farm ers i n certain areas who 
combined their shipments and shipped d i rect l y to Briggs and Little 
on their own truck . The Wool Board is i n ag r eement with any system 
which lowers the cost of transportation and handling and would 
encourage groups to do t his. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Recommendations for care of wool 

Put fleeces, not tied, into jute bags - two bran bags opened 
up and sewn together makes an ideal container. 

Fill out tags - put one part inside, the other outside 

Deliver your wool before July 31 if at all possible. This 
will make payment and handling more convenient for everyone. 

Deliver your wool personally to Briggs and Little, Stanfields 
or Condons or arrange shipment between groups of farmers or 
through your wool shipping co-operative. 

Contact any of the above members of the Wool Board or the 
Secretary if you wish further explanation or help. 

Cape Breton 
Devco Farm 
MCS Sydney -

Wool Board Member David Newton 
Mabou Ann MacDonald 

564-8653 

L'Ardoise Co-operative Tom Mombourquette 
or your local co-op~rative 

Antigonish Pictou Guysborough Counties Wool Board Member 
Andrew Richardson 485-6172 
MCS - Antigonish - Timothy Smith 
Northumberland Abattoir Co-operative - River John - Eric Fredericks 
or your local co-operative for information. 
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Colchester Cumberland Halifax and all other counties west 

Board Member J.E. Lund Upper Stewiacke 

Angus Boutilier - Lake Midway, Digby County 
De La Tour Co-operative - Leon D'Enon 
Hants Co-operative - Brooklyn Joe MacNeil 
West Kings Livestock Co-operative - Berwick 
Beaver Fruit Co-operative - Lawrencetown 

:sg 

Yours tru l y , 

David Newton, Chairman 
N.S. Wool Market i ng Board 
RR#l , North Sydney 



Peter Brock 
CBC Agriculture and Resources 
Box 3000 
Halifax 

.Dear Peter: 

March 25, 19?4 

Enjoyed your film Damn the Rivers. Jamie spent last week building dams in the 
road, etc., with Ian Nettleton. 

At our meeting a week ago we got approval for purchase of a copy of your film 
on the Sheep Fair. Can you get the ball rolling on the production of it. We 
would like a leader on it identifying the event and the sponsoring body. We 
will use the film at exhibitions, etc. 

The leader, and trailer, ought to state that:the film is about the First 
Annual Nova Scotia Sheep Fair held in 1973 in Truro, Npva Scotia, and 
put on by the Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia, Box 61, Truro. 

If further consultation is needed, get in touch with me, please. 

Calves andlambs due in another week or so. 

regards, 

Brewster Kneen 
Secretary 



CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

SOCIETE RADIO-CANADA 

Martha Nettleton, 
Murray Siding, 
Co 1. Co. , N • S • 

Hi ... 

Agriculture and Resources, 
P.O. Box 3000, 
Halifax, N. S. 

January 14, 1974 

The film will cost $302.84 plus tax. Glad you liked 
it. 

PB/jv 

-Gob ('_ O\~~ 

Gvl h \ l)'r 

Peter Brock 



SHEEP PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION OF NOVA SCOTIA 
Box 61, Truro, N.S. 

Dear Me. Hart, 

March 9, 1974 

The Nova Scotia Sheep Fair will be held in Truro August 30 - September 1 
of 19?4. .1 

Highlights of the Fair will include a sheep dog trials, ahearing competition-, 
competitions and demonstrations of all handcrafte using wool (weaving, 
spinning, knitting, hooking, etc.) and other sheep by-products (tanning, \ 
soap and caadle•making). 

Frtday will be devoted to seminar-workshops on various aspects of the 
sheep industry with local farmers and resource people from Britain. 
Saturday there will be a sale of Nova Scotia breeding stock. There will 
be demonstrations of the various breeds of sheep with explanations of 
their specific advantages and functions in different management programs; 
there will also be other workshops designed to help the beginner purchase 
his/her flock wisely. Sunday we will hold the sheep dog trials (demonstrations 
of dogs working sheep, with prizes for the best dogs) and shearing 
competition. 

Hallcraft demonstrations will be helJI throughout the Fair. La.et year we 
we~ · told that our exhibition/demonstration was the best ever held on the 
Eaetem Seaboard in thia particular area of crafts. There will also be 
suitable meals (lamb barbeque, 11ramburgers 11 ) served throughout the Fair. 

We hope to have, as we did last year, events of interest to the general 
p~blic as well as the novice and the experienced sheep breeder. We will be 
glad to have the Fair listed in the Calendar of Events. 

Sincerely, 

Cathie Kneen 



DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 
PROVINCE~OF NOVA SCOTIA 

FEBRUARY 15, 1 9 7 4 

Box 61 
Truro, Nova Scotia 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

We wish to publish the dates of the Nova Scotia Sheep Fair 
in the 1974 version of the province's Calendar of Events. 
This brochure is distributed to visitors during the suimner 
and fall months. 

If this information is available now, we would appreciate 
receiving it by mid-March~ A brief description would also 
be helpful. 

Yours sincerely, 

~IW 
June Hart, Editor 
Calendar of Events 

JH:pga 

p.o. box 456, halifax, nova scotia, canada 



Allan Sorflaten 
Federation of Agriculture 
Box 784, Truro 

Dear Allen: 

March 19, 1974 

Thank you for the good way you wrote up the minutes of the last Directors meeting 
as they pertained to the Sheep Producers. I think you achieved an accurate and 
charitable reporting. 

Enclosed is our cheque for S4oo for our 1974 dues. 

We were grateful, as well, to John Dechman and Charles Hubbard for attending our 
meeting Feb. 23. Their participation was welcome and helpful. Please pass my 
thanks along to them if convenient. 

I intend to make the Moncton meeting this Saturday, so I~y see you there. 

regards, 

Brewster Kneen 
Secretary 



NOVA SC OTIA 
FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE 

Mr. Brewster Kneen 
R.R. #J 
Scots burn 
Pictou County 
Nova Scotia 

Dear Brewster: 

P. 0. Box 784 Truro, Nova Scotia 
Telephone (902) 893-2293 

O FFICES AT COLCHESTER CO-OPERATIVE SERVICES L T D ., WILLOW STREET 

February 8, 1974 

This is to advise you that I have asked Charles Hubbard 
and John Dechrnan to represent the N.S.F.A. at the Annual 
Meeting of the Sheep Producers Association on Saturday, 
February 23, 1974. 

I haven't prepared a report, as such, for them to give 
at the meeting, but rather a short list of what I think are 
some of the more notable achievements of the Federation over 
the past few years, as well as a list outlining a few of the 
program areas in which the organization is, at present, 
actively involved. 

I have enclosed copies of these two papers and hope 
that they can be used at your Annual Meeting to give a 
brief description of N.S.F.A. accomplishments and involve-
ments, past and present. 

As I explained to you previously, I regret that I will 
be unable to attend the meeting, since I won't be back from 
Western Canada after the C.F.A. Annual Meeting until the 
evening of February 24th. However, I do feel that Charles 
Hubbard and John Dechrnan have the awareness and understanding 
to do the kind of job that will be required in representing 
the N.S.F.A. at your meeting. 

AS/me 

Enc. 

Yours sincerely, 

(JJL,~~ 
Allan Sorflaten 
Secretary-Manager 
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TRURO, Nova Scotia 
82 N 5E3 

March 7 , 1974 

Mrs. Martha Nettleton 
PRES ID ENT 

NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

LIVESTOCK SERVICES BRANCH 

Sheep Producers Association Of Nova Scotia 
R . R . # 5 , T RU R 0 
Nova Scotia 

Dear Mrs . Nettleton: 

Regarding your request for me to check into the legality of the 
new voting system proposed by the Sheep Producer ' s Association . 

The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, Mr . Chisholm in Halifax 
informs me that the Societies Act will allow this type of voting 
system, based on the number of sheep owned by each member. The 
procedure for changing the voting power is as follows : 

1. Notice of Motion must be given two weeks before a general 
meetin g of the memb ership and all members must be advised 
of the Motion . 

2. The Motion must be passed at a general meeting and 3/4 of 
the me mbers present must be in favour of the Motion. 

3. If the Motion is passed, the change in Constitution must be 
forwarded to the Registrar of Joint Stock Companies within 
2 weeks of the date the Motion was passed. 

Because of the fact that the Registrar was not notified of this 
change when the original Motion was passed , the voting system based 
on sheep numbers is not legal at the present time. 

I trust this information will be useful . 

Y~ very t 
•t flti1 - ~. 
Livestock Fieldman (SHEEP) 

PBS*kb 
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ADDRESS REPLY T O: ' 

i 
P. 0 . BOX 1529 
HALIFAX, N. S. 

REGISTRAR O F JOINT STOCK C OMPANIES 
NOVA SCOTIA 

Brewster Kneen 
Secretary-Treasurer 

June 13, 1973 

Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
P. 0. Box 61 
Truro, N. S. 

Dear Sir: 

In reply to your letter received in this office on June 
7, in which you requested information regarding previous correspon-
dance your association has had with this office, please be advised 
that I am attaching the Special Resolution which must be passed by 
three-quarters of the members entitled to vote, a provision of Section 
lE of the Societies Act. 

If passed, the resolution must be properly signed by an 
officer of the association and the association 1 s seal must be affixed. 
The original letter requested advice as to whether or not this Reso-
lution could be entered in our opinion; that decision is entirely up 
to the members. 

The correct Registered name of the Association is the 
Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia and all correspondance 
paper and material must bear that name. 

CBa/dlb 
Enc 

I hope this information has been of some assistance. 

Your\\\~; 

C. B. Alcorn 
Supervisor to the Registry 



r~J 
~Nooa-Seotia Sheep Producers Association · 

Represent ing Pure-bred & Commercial Sheep Interests 

Secretary Treasurer: W. G. MATHEWSON 

Telephone 893-9603 

March 6, 1973. 

Registrar, 
Joint Stock Companies, ~~ \ci' 1 ; • 
P. 0. Box 1529, q\- 1/ 
HALIFAX, • /' 
N. S. 

Dear Sir: 

P. 0. BOX~ &./ 
TRURO, N. S. 

I enclose, as is required, a copy of this Association's 
Financial Statement for the fiscal (calendar) year 1972. 

I would be grateful for your advice as to the admissibility 
of a resolution to be considered at the next annual or special 
general m~eting, notice of which was given at our annual meeting 
last Saturday, March 3rd. This resolution is as follows: 

"Whereas the Sheep Producers Association of Nova 
Scotia is in serious financial difficulties, be 
it resolved that membership shall be revised in 
the following manner: 

Associate member (no voting rights) 
Members 

- $2 .00 per annum 
- $5.00 per 50 sheep 

with a vote for every 
$5.00 paid. 

I would be grateful for an early reply as to whether such a 
resolution may be legally entertained. 

WGM:WG 
encl. 1. 

Yours faithfully, 

lJ5-L ~e,.B:{~ 

W. G. MATHEWSON, 
SECRETARY. 



XX:XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
xxxxxxxxxxxx 

Registrar 
Joint Stock Companies 
Nova Scotia 

Att: Mr. Wigginton 

Dear Sir: 

XX 61 

I have your letter to Mr. Mathewson of May 14. Mr Mathewson is no longer Secretary 
of our organization. UnfortunatelJ he did not have the annual meeting deal with 
the "Special Resolution" and I am at a loss aw to what to do wince I do not know 
what the "Special Resolution" is supposed to do. 

As for the registered name of the organization, I enclose the financial statement 
with the ~ame corrected. I cannot find another copy of this statement so this one 
will have to do. I trust that it will suffice, since the facts remain the same. 

Since our terms of office run for three years, please address further correspondence 
to me either at the above address or to my home. 

Sincerely, 

Brewster Kneen 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Sheep Producers Association 

of Nova Scotia 



ADDRESS REPLY TO : 

P. 0 . BOX 1529 
HALIFAX , N . S. 

REGISTRAR OF JOINT STO C K COMPAN IES 
NO VA SCOT IA 

Mr. W. G. Mathewson 
Secretary 
Sheep Producers Association 
of Nova Scotia 
P. 0. Box 61 
Truro, Nova Scotia 

Dear Sir: 

May 14, 1973 

Please accept my apology for the delay in answering your letter 
of March 6, 1973, but as you know these things sometime do happen. 

I am returning to you the Financial Statement and would like 
to bring to your attention that the correct name of the association 
is 11 Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia 11 and not that shown 
on your letter-head and Financial Statement. 

If you would please make the necessary corrections and return 
the document to us we will then be able to file it. 

Enclosed is a blank certificate which should be attached to the 
Special Resolution. The filing fee for the Special Resolution is 
$.50. 

gmw 

Yours truly, 

G. M. Wigginton 
for S. P. Chisholm, Q.C. 
Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies 

.. 
!; 
0 
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NOVA SC OI' IA LIVESTOCK CaJNCIL 

R.R. 5; Tr uro, N. S. 
Feb. 18, 1974 

NorICE OF ANNUAL MEETrnG 

The annual meeting of the Council will l::e held at the Boulden 
Building at _l:30 on March 1st. 

Agenda -

Minutes o:f previal.s annual meeting 
Business arising out of minutes 
President's Report 
Correspondence 
Appointments of Resolution and Nominating Committees 
Breed Association Reports 
Committee Reports - Hall of Fame - N. S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Mr. Peter Stewart will report on the activities of the Farm 

Relief Federal & Provincial Program. 
Resolutions 
Appointment of Officers 
New Business 

Following the busi ness meeting a reception willbe held at the 
Stonehouse Motel (Conference Room) at 5: 30 - Dinner at 7: 00. 

Peter Dickie 
President 

H. W. Roper, 
Secretary 



NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

TRURO , Nova Scotia, 
January 15, 1974. 
B2N 5E3 

TO: Sheep Own ers Plannin g To Use the Communi ty Past ur e in 1974. 

At a re c e nt Community Past ure 
e xp ressed regarding less th an desirable 
of sheep and lambs over t he past numbe r 
Pas t ures. 

Boar d mee tin ~1 con cer n was 
performan c e (weight gains) 
of years on Com mun i ty 

The Boa rd fe l t th at i t would be in yo ur best i nterest to 
poin t t his ou t and suggest you look arou nd f or ot her pasture. Lle 
will still a cc ept s heep and lambs , bu t are not enco uragi ng use 
of the Comm un i t y Past ures th i s year. 

Cause of t he poorer performanc e will be investigated 
over t he next year . Ll e are in hopes t hat we will be able to 
identify r easons for the exi stin g situat io n . 

RJH : bw 

Yo urs tr uly j 

Ric hard J.~~{d , 
Di re c t or, 
Live sto c k Ser vic esa 

627 



Box 37, Mabou, N.S. 
Feb. l t , 1974. 

Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia, 
Mr. Brewster I<neen, Secretary, 
Box 61, Truro, N.S. 

Dear Brewster, 

The agenda for the annual meeting is fine with me, but the dates 
coincide exactly with the expected arrival of our new baby. :Because"' 
of the distance from home to hospital in Antigonis-h, and the possible 
storms during this time, I feel that I cannot be as far away as Truro 
for the rest of this month. 

Because there have been many oecassions when I could not attend 
important meetings to represent Cape Breton adequately, I am 
therefore tendering my resignation as director. The recent growthei· 
and developments in the sheep industry on the Island demands both an· 
active and vocal representation from the area. I am interested in the 
Association, and will continue to support its policies and activities 
wherever I can. 

Perhaps it is too late to be of use, but I would like to make a 
conment about the statement of policies and objectives you sent early 
in Dec. The third statement bothered me a little. It seems to me 
that there must always be room in our way of life for the small, 
"uneconomic" or hobby producer - especially as society gives us more 
leisure time. Even the smallest producer can concentrate on high 
quality stock and the improvement or breeding lines. 
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[Pn:nce 0dward gs/and 8/ieep (Breeders .Jrssociation 

Mr. Brewster Kneen, Secretary 

P. 0. Box 1600 
Charlottetown, P. E. I. 
ClA 7N3 
January 17, 1974 

Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
Scotsburn, R. R. 3 
Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Kneen: 

Thank you for your letter of December 10 and the 
invitation to have our organization represented on your 
Committee responsible for the annual Breeding Stock 
sale and Feeder sale. 

At a recent Director's meeting of our Association 
it was decided that John Wood (Covehead, P.E.I.) and 
Lincoln Boswall (Charlottetown, R.R. 5, P.E.I.) should 
represent our group. John has quite a large commercial 
operation and Lincoln is a well established purebred 
breeder. 

FL/jw 

Thank you for your considerations. 

Yours truly, 

Frank Lawson 7 
Secretary - Treasurer 
P.E.I. Sheep Breeders' Association 



OFFICE OF THE MINISTER 

NOVA SCOTIA 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND MARKETING 

B3J 2M4 
January 23, 1974. 

Dear Mrs. Nettleton: 

Thank you very much fo r your Submission relating 

P. 0 . BOX 190 

HALIFAX, N.S. 

to the promotion of the sheep industry in Nova Scotia. Your 
suggestion concerning a "Save the Ewe" policy seems to be 
worthy of study. I have passed it on to the Department for 
analysis and recommendation. 

This particular suggestion fal Is in I ine with some 
of our thinking in promotion of the sheep industry which the 
Department feels has substantial potenti a l for expansion in 
the Province. 

Thank you again for your Submission, and you can 
assure the Sheep Producers of the Province that we wi I I give 
your Submission every consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

<Mpt cJ>&I~~ j/ohn Hawkins · 

Mrs. Martha Nettleton, 
R. R. #3, 
Truro, N. S. 



The Directors of the Sheep Producers As sociation of Nova Scotia have con-
fidence in the future of the sheep industry in the province. The best indica-
ticn of this-is the high prices paid for gond breeding stock at the annual 
breeding stock sale s ponsored by the Shee p Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
in September. However, there are, at present, some severe restrictions on the 
sheep industry in the province, the major one being the small size of the total 
flock and the shortage of good, suita ble breeding stock. There is currently a 
far greater demand for lamb in the Frovince than can be met by the existing 
supply, and this is one, of the conditions that works against expansion of the 
industry. Too many ewe l a mbs tha. t should be reta ined for bre eding are going 
for slaughter. This is in part due to a poor knowledge among producers of prices 
and trends in the industry, and in part to an inadequate number of sheep 
producers of commercial significance. Too many sheep are kept simply for a 
hobby, and too many l ambs a re marketed f or uneconomic prices because the 
producers are not raising the sheep to make a living. Until this situation is 
reversed, and all lambs are marketed live and through a limited number of 
facilities, it will be very difficult for those wishing to expand, or to enter 
the industry, to obtain breeding s tock in sufficient quantity. The undercutting 
of the lamb market by uneconomic producers also makes it impossible for the 
commercial producers who wish to make a living through farming and sheep 
production to do so. 

In spite of this situation, however, the First Nova Scotia Sheep Fair and 
the annual Sale of Breeding Stock, with nearly fioo entries and prices sub-
stantially higher than previous years , attracted and excited people from all 
the Atlantic Provinces and most of the New England States. This should not be 
surprising in the light of present conditions in the world, with food shortages 
beginning to t ouch people more deeply around the world and arousing more interest 
i n sheep raised on grass; while the energy crisis makes us more aware of the 
shortcomings of synthetics. It is in the light of these provincial and global 
conditions tha t the Directors of the Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia 
are optimistic about the future of the sheep industry in the Province, and 
recommend the following objectives. 



• 

OBJECTIVES FOR THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN NOVA SCOTIA 

(The following objectives and policy guidelines reflect the 
condition of the sheep industry in Nova Scotia in the fall of 
1973 and the experience of recent years in sheep production.) 

The basic objective of the Sheep Producers Association of Nova Scotia is to 
double or triple the size of the Provincial sheep flock and to improve the 
production of high quality breeding stock and market lamb. To this end the 
following policies are recommended: 

1) Increase the size of individual flocks so that they are of commercial 
significance; 

2) Increase the number of commercial sheep producers and flocks; 

j) Pocr995e the mmbar cfsm 11 nu11uuis and a1pudaubi;s !iil::11lw1 

3') Increase the availability and quality of suitable breeding stock through: 

a) live marketing of.-!. lambs lft!III ~irt r 1 hHod masher sf iacilibiss so 
that breeding stock, slaughter lambs, rams and cull ewes can all go to 
the proper markets, recognizing that the higher prices for breeding stock 
will take all potential breeding stock out of the butcher trade; 

b) a $30 subsidy on all ewe lambs retained or purchased for breeding, one 
third of the subsidy to be paid at the time of the eruption of the first 
mature teeth, or about one year of age, one third to be paid at the end of 
the second year, and the final third at the end of the third year. This 
should prevent the butchering of potential breeding stock and ensure that 
subsidized ewe lambs are not sold out of the Province. 

c) the availability of loans against the value of the stock on all ewe lambs 
retained or purchased for breeding, these loans to be made available at the 
time of purchase, or, in the case of lambs retained, at the time of the 
annual breeding stock sale, the loans to have a grace period of two years 
at which time they are to be repaid in full. 
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