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PUBLIC ARCHIVES

Nova sCOTIA Halifax

18 May, 1944

Dear Tom,

My face is red, my ears are magenta-- and why?
Because we have Dallas' History of the Maroons and Edward's
History of the West Indies right here in the Akins' Library!
T discovered them this morning, after Jim told me that the
Legislative Library had recently bought Dallas and another
book on Jamaica and the Maroons. It never dawned on my be-
nﬁghted intelligence that Akins might have got them until
then.

I';e been looking them over, and you will be pleased
to know that there is quite a lot of dope in Edwards' book
about the "magic" that the Maroons, in common with other
African inhabitants of Jamaica, practised. It was called
"0bi" and was terrible stuff, the exponents of it actually
poisoning their vietims in the name of magic. Apparently
the mere threat of setting the Obi caused many a man to pine
away and die. It sounds like a fruitful source of interest,
doesn't it?

From Dallas' book, which is dedicated to Querrell,
and presumably not very objective on points of controversy
between Wentworth and Quarrell, it appears that the arrival
of the Maroons in Halifax was accidental. They were really
en route to Upper Canada, where Quarrell believed they could
be advantageously settled on farming land without danger of
their escaping by sea. They came in to Halifax to await
orders from the home government, having left Jamaice in a hurry
before the home government's sentiments re the disposal of
the Maroons had been ascertained. #hile in Halifax they
were accommodated in temporary shelters and employed in build-
ing Citadel Hill. During the time they waited for word from
England, Quarrell was apparently persuaded by Wentworth and
Co. that Nova Scotia was a suitable place for the liaroon set-
tlement; when Wentworth wrote in this vein %o the Sec'y of
State, and the S.S. said "go ahead", Quarrell and Ochterloney
certainly fell in with kkeixx Wentworth's suggestion.

Dallas' book goes into the whole N.S.-Sierra Leone
episode very fully, appending Wentworth's charges against



Quarrell and the latter's reply, which show up ‘Wentworth as
a liar and muddler,and Qquarrell as a vaecillating character—
no doubt due to Q's ‘extreme addiction to pleasure.
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