
Dear Mr• Raddall : 

Hal i fax , N.s., 
Apr i l 4 , 1941. 

Thanks for the 1n1"ormation from Perkins ' Diary 
which I have added to my few notes on the early telegraphs. 

The next time you are in to1'!Il and have a free 
evening perhaps we can arrange to have a 100 re l eisurel y chat at 
my house. I for one s.ltould like it as I am extremely interest-
ed in the various rorms of presenting his t ory to the public and 
feel that present day historians, per haps because most of them 
are no longer amateurs , have lost the lmack of making their ma-
terial interesting . Per haps they know too much to present a 
clear, de1"1n1te pi cture . Half-truths that are sharp in their 
outline have more appeal than whole truths that are misty end 
contused. 

I shan 't attempt to pursue this further now but 
will try to when • meet again, 

Yours sincerely, 



Dear Tom: 

Halif'ax , N.s., 

May 6 , 1942 . 

Your belief is 1n accordance with the facts . The first 

npo. responsible governmmt to take office in the British Empire 

was the Government led by J .B. Uniacke ( as Premier and Attorney-

General ) and Joseph Howe ( the real powr as Provincial Secretar y ) • 

Lieutenant-Governor Hir John F..arvey call ed upon them to :ro:rm a 

Government on January 28 , 1848. Not i.mtil March 7, 1848 , did Lord 

Elgin in Canada send f'or La Fontaine and Baldwin. But there is no 

doubt that the i dea o:f responsib l e governmen t first became clear 1n 

the minds of the Canadian re:formers, particularly Robert Baldwin. 

Thia was in the 1830 ' s . Howe ' s Four Letters to lord .John Russell, 
t,~ 

the Colonial Secretary, ; were the m:ist masterly presentation of the 

subject. Protessor Chester Martin in his Emoire and Conmmwealth 

says: ''By connnon consent Howe ' a f'our open Letters to Lord John 

have been accepted as the colonial counterpart of' Durham's 

Report end Charles Buller ' a Responsible Government tor Colonies . n 

Sorry I missed you on your l ast vis it . Would be glad to . 
have/chat . One subject, cn'or instance: Is there a distinctive Canadi-

an literature? Hugh McLennan in the Satur day Review of Literature 

recently said no. Rebutting this in a talk to the Fornightly Club 

the other week , I cited sane o f your work as tYPical of our life here. =-r, 7W~ 



28 Oakland Rd., 
Halifax, N.S. 
M@¥ 28, 1942. 

You have auccee._,ded in doing the well nigh impossible -
makin, 18th century Nova Scotia live in its reality without false 
trappings and va,;ue romantic notions. Congratuls.tions ! Where 
on earth did you get all the information and how did you manage 
to catch so well the apiri t of the times? 

I find the story intensely interesting; and your descript-
ions of our natural surroundin&e and chan&in, seasons delightf'u.l. 
The bit about the green of the grass and folia,;e in Nova Scotia, 
for instance, is superb and, incidentall)l, particularly true of 
this present spring. 

I read the manuscript in some spare evenin,; hours over 
the past week and today began to check my notes with material at 
the Archives. If l 1m not interrupted, I 111 be finished tomorrow 
or Saturday. 

The purpoae of this note is to ask if you want Miss Ella 
to look it over. As you did not mention her, I thought you didn't 
want too mu.ch time taken up in this way, and so I have not told her 
I have the manuscript becalilBe I am sure she would want to read it. 

If you want it returned immediately, let me know. I can 
send it back on Monday with m:/ notes and comments. 

Have you read Professor W.8. Kerr 1s The Maritime Provinces 
of British North America and the American Revolution ( Busy Eaet 
Press, Ltd., Sackville, N.B., 1941 ) T I looked it over for the 
first time the other day. It has °lhat is probably the most complete 
historical account of the Cumberland affair. I haven 1t compared 
all his details with yours to see i ·f they are similar, but the gen-
eral outlines are the same. Probably you have read it. If not, it 
mi,;ht be worth an hour or so, even if you are pressed for time. 

Expecting to hear from you shortly' I 1 11 hold the Mee. till 
I do ), 

All the Best, . ~ / F~ 



I 

Dear Tom: 

Halifax , N. s . 

June 19 , 1 942 

A r ather good paper on Isl e :Madame and Chromel Island people 
was r ead to the Nova Scotia Histo r i cal Society thi s year by Dr . Cl ara 
Denni s . As a copy of the paper i s placed wi th the Colle c t i ons of t he 
Society , which are kept her e , you mul d be a t l i Uerty to seex it . 

I should t h ink you roul d also find some mate r ial am:mg our 
Cape Breton manuscr ipts . Miss Ell a has run acro ss a few refer ences 
i n her peri od . 

Let me know when you :eare coming to tow.n , and I ' 11 dig aronnd 
a b i t for you. If I lmow of your int ended a r rival , I shall b e ab le to 
get in touch with Profes sor I.''.o wat anil arrange for an even ing together. 

The study ,of which the enclosed i s the first chapter , will 
cover t he perio d 1812- 1838 , when Nova Scotia and Nova Scoti ans , to my 
way of t hi nk i ng , " came of age " . It will be di v i de d into t m parts : 
The Peopl e and Their Prob l ems and The Struggl e for Self-Government . 
I have divided t he f irst part a s follows: 1) The First Hova Scot i ans 

2) I mmi gration and Settl ement 3) A chapter on ~conomic t r oub l es and 
progress 4) A chapter on Social and Cultural develo pment 5 ) A chapt-
er on Rela tions with the r est 0 1' B. N. A. 6) A chapter on Relations 
with the U. S . A. 7) A chapter on Eel at ions wi t h Br itain . The l ast 
mentioned 6hapter l eads nat urally i n to the story of the struggle f or 
self- go vernmen t which u ill be told i n chronological order i n t he second 
part . The first part , a s you can see , will not be chronological ; but 
each chapter a separate s tudy i n i tself on t he part i cula r subject under 
r ev i ew. I f e el that the stor y of responsi ble government canno t ~ b e 
told ( al though many have t r ied ) by following the a ct ions of a few re-
pr e s entat ives of the peopl e i n F..alifax. The real spr ings of the ID.'.)Ve-
ment f or 100re s elf- government l a y in the peo pl e a t l a r ge art/their pro -
b l ems. 

I think I mentione d hou I was a sked t o prepare a booklet on 
Government House fo r the "bet ter and mo re intell i gent t ype of t ouri s t" 
end ho w t he Go vernment decided l ater that the Ki ng end Queen could 
prob ab l y be classe li as such - and so gave t hem t he first copi e s . I can 
i magine how thri lled they were 1 

All t he Best ~ 



Dear Tomi 

28 Oakland Road , 
Halifax , N.s . 
Nov . 15, 19 42. 

ltcany thanks for the copy of Hie ll.ajesty 1a Yankees. 
It~ f'i r st rate. You al r eady know how I think it ~. 

Your note of' acknowledgement is both subtl e and , so 
far as it applies to meJ( Miss Ells I gues el,vould incl ude her -
self' her e too) , generous . Enough said , excppt that you 1r e 
too generous to me . Howe ver, I ate i't. a ll up with relish 
because I woul d be g lad to have my name associated in even 
the slightest degree with such a book . The addition of your 
pi cture and autogr aph are moat we l come . 

At present ther e is a disp l ay of' the book in the 
f r ont window of the Book Room, but , instead of fi lling the 
whole window , as it should , wit h a bo l d announcement that 
it I a the best book yet on Nova Scotia1 wri tten by a resident 
of No va Scotia who is internationally known as a mast er of 
story- telling and at the same time a thorough student of his -
tory , along with a bi g picture of your handsome mug , instead 
of all that , a numbe r of' copi es stand t here modestly with no 
ref'e r ence whatever t o their parentage or purpose in life, and 
other books stand near by . Among t he otl'e r books is Barometer 
Rising , which is i n the aide as well as t he front window , has 
mo r e publicity ( I should say some publicity - yours has none ) , 
and is marked down to 1.39 or so. These things I saw with 
my own eyes yesterday af'te r noon . 

You should come down soon and do something about it . 
I \'f&S speaking to Bende ler , the Manager there , and he told me 
the book was welling well . I f'elt like saying it waan 1t his 
fault , but held my tongue . I noticed quite an intelligent r e-
view - in the Halif'ax Her ald . I n case you didn '-t notice it , 
I have a clipping . 

If possib l e , let me know when you 1 re coming . 

All the Be~~ 



Dear Tom: 

Ealifox , N. s . 
l•' ebrp;ar y 9 , 1943 . 

The otter day I got a letter f rom J . Bart let t Br ebner , 
author o f the Iieutral Yo.nkees of' Nova Scotia . In r ef er r i ng to 
your book , he seemed to be under the impression that you depended 
rather heavily on his book for your material . 

I was under the iripression that you rarely, if ev er , 
referred to it . He didn ' t make his statement by vray of crit i c-
ism ( he should be flo.ttered , if it is true ) , but merely , I 
take it , out of interest . However , if my i :npression of what 
you did i s correct , I should like to pass it on to him. 

Brebner tells me further that his wife urged him to 
name his book Ki ng George's Lo yal Yankees or Yes , \'!e 111 have 
No Independence . 

If you ' re free this coming Friday m::irning ( Feb . 1 2 } 
at~~ or eleven : ten , you mie;ht listen in to a pl ay 
of mi ne on C.B. A. ( perhaps it is on CHN"S as well ) . It's a 
national school program, with a. newscast for ten minutes or so , 
and then a twenty minute play ( in this case on Samuel Cunard ). 

How' s the work coming along? I read your three shorts 
in :ljcLerui I s ( the wireless story ) , :tn the Post ( tr,e search in 
the woods ) , and in Colliers ( the ~ l den age), and liked them 
in that order , altrtOugh I ce.n v1ell imagine that till!:: sentimental , 
middle aged women nho read the l ast would put it ahead of most 
stories . They ' re the poopl e , I judge , \'lho read most of the A.-rrc r i -
can magazines , and whom the editors have i n mind. 

Probabl y you heard about the two gals who mm:::t. tried to 
deposit m:mey i n a Hal i :far benk recentl y . The teller said: "Sorry, 
but this m:>ney i s no e;ood , i t ' s fake d. " 11What l 11 cried one g i r l. 
"We' ve been robbeeU 11 "Robbed?" yell ed the other. 11We ' ve been raped l " 



Dear Tom: 

28 Oa.kla..>1d Road , 
Halifax , N. S . 
I.lay ,1 , 194;; . 

Two recent reviews of His f.~ jesty I s Yankees you must 

read rrhen you can put your h..nds on them. One in the Dalhousi e 

by Ur s . Wright , a New irunswickan and Ph. D. in Histor y 

at Harvard , is , I think you will agree , s.bout the best and mos; 

understanding to date . The other in the University of Toronto 

Quarterly by so:t:1e Professor of English will g i Ye you a p~in i n 

the neck . 

I t annoyed me so much that I took the liberty of express-

ing~ views ( copy enclosed ) to 1...l·e editor of tr.e U. of' T. Q_ . 

iecause of the mention you LO.cit) of i,.e in the preface , it was 

obvious that !D could not sign rzy own name , Jut I felt the l etter 

should be written , and as fe;•• people in these sea- side pro·vincen 

take that (.uarterly , I decided I had better do it , You should 

write one yourself , but I knor1 yvu could never be persuaded to 

do so . But read tho revie·,v - it 1s int,.,~.'.; ~;: .:. :::_ .. c , 

You may be interestelti.11 in a cheap ( 25c) edition of of 

,Y , Son:erset : . .cJ.-<<J-.c_r.: 1s S!--,ort 5torh...J L: ~~re :::osmopolitan . They a re 

sel:!.in:; in the d.ruJ stores row :...a 1;0 , I of' U e "A7c .... :~den:.::.;;:.·'..:. 

.'. ll tLe Lett to you a,,,: :J'c . !to.d.'.::dl. 



A.S . P. Wood'o.ouae , 
Universi ty of' Toronto cµarter lv, 
Toronto , Canada. 

Dear Sir: 

Ha.l:l.i"nx , Ut s ., 
Ma:r 29: , 1943. 

Allow me to eone;ratulate :\,'OU on l-ln.Other fine rerlC'l'ri cl 

Lett~i:t..Q~• At ono point , honever , I IllUEt confess to dioap-

poil1~t ( I suppose i f it wereii ' t for thic anx>t ion , editors ,'/Ould get 

fet"I lett ers } and that was tho rertou ( :page 321 ) of' Thomas Radd~J.l ' e 

necnlling Lord Tweod.snruir ' a hi gh pr n~se in t ho pro.f.o.ce of 

Mr . Eaddall'o The Piod Pioor pt' DipI?er Crook ( llilllam B.lackt1:>od , Edin-

bur gh, 1959 } - "!le has tho rare gift or m':if't , spare , cloan- lirrbed r.nr-

rnt1Teft , the eom:nant or ono of the editors of Blaek.':OOd' s to &r1 acquaint-

ance ot mine - "Ho ' s our groe:teot discovery in the last t rtanty yeurs" , 

t he choice of' criti cs 1n tho United Stutes 'mw for tho past tvro years 

hava picked one or Raddall ' e Saturday Evening Post otorins as one ot tbo 

Twent y Best roet Stories ( Little Brom. & Co . ), end finally the tac t 

that Rada.all is one of the few Canadi ans 1n Conada 'ffhO neka a good 11 Ting 

solol;.r by wri t ina , i t is strange indeed to read that ~r r evieuer. cp-

pareut.1.y oxpoeted aorn "si@.'11 of' the ul'1lmnrd boeLT1J1er11 in Hi :J !l!Ei. j ostv ' s 



- 2 -

It nny be ot oourse that the rovionor muld have ftnmd nothing ,, more 

in this book ovotJ, 11' ho had kn.om !!Dre ebout the author• s previous oork and 

present standing , althougjl r.eviawers like tho rest or us are usually 1m-

presoad by su.cceae ar.d take particul ar care to be su:.."€ cf the i r ground bo-

f'are they d1i't'el.' from other jude,nents . Your rovie\7e:r from hia statement on 

page 315 ovida."'ltl,y ooneiders t hat His L!ajoaty' s Yankoes doeB not eT0U rneos-

ure up to "our ol"dine.ry best" in fiction. . 

AP. Mr. Radd.all lives in LiTerpool, Nova Scoti a , you may l oolc on 

t hia l et".,;er yet 6ll0ther angle of our local patrio";1Btl. I assure 1,!0U i t 

i s not. Very :f'et'J' He.l.1,;,:>n iano, mysoll" incluUod , rat e Ur. llacLennan' a 

meter Risin&; na h1@.ly as your revtm,or. It is hard to bfilievo t hat any-

one nilo has read the two boo!.o t horoughly ,,ould p.it t!cchlimm's bork abovo 

Raddall' o . 

If }'Our :t"eViewer , aa I om sui~o he v1Ul , talrns the abo'tc ra:marlm 1n 

the spirit i n v4ti ah tiloy aro mow1t, porror,c he 'Till roai!. r r. Ti'l.•icht ' s 

"A Conflict of Loynltiea" in tho currant ( April ) icsue of Tho Dalhousi o 

uhich to r:ry r.lind catches tho spirit 01' llis llajeoty' n Yanl~oos and 

shows on o.pprociation , n..:J perb:1ps only a looal hiotoria:'J. can , of itD 

scholarship aa woll as craft,.oonehip. 

Sincerely yQUl'D , 



l"\Dle 10, 194.3, 

Dear Tom: 

The review in the u; ot T. Q.uarterly wu not sour, as my 
letter e'rii!entl.y led :iou to think, but d1aappo1at1Jlg. It 1188 not a tul+ 
langth NTin, but part ot a general aurvey ot Canadian fiction in 1942, 
:la.ch book got about halt a page. In the introduction, he ( J".R. Mac-
G1111vray, .Assistant Prof'esaor ot Englbh in University COllege, Toron-
to ) oaya: "SeTeral creditable and 1ntoreat1Jlg noTela have appeared in 
19~2, but I doubt it any measured up to our ordinary best, tor example 
to Mr Jla~en•s Blll'Qmeter Buing ot the year before." When he comea 
to H.14.Y., he states that it is "mu.ch mre impressive" than Frederick 
Ni Ten' a Brothers-in-Amid: He ia appe.renlly not troubled by the laok ot 

loyalty ot 801118 Non sootians. "The historical thesis aeema to be that 
there wre as many libert,-bo,.. 1n Nova Scotia as in the other colonies 
in 1774, and as much annoymice at foolish interteNDce trom. !Dndon, but 
there was no Sam A4ams to make the 100at ot every incident, and when it 
come to a choice of' being pushed about by Whigs in Bo1ton or by the Tor-
ies acl'Osa the Atlantic; Nova Scotia pref'erred to take its chance with 
the more reroote ffll. ••• Thia ia a crolfded, 11Tely and tUl."bulent book. 
Dozens of' characters oome end go •••• There is intrigue, battle, impria-
omnent, escape, and, of' course, a love story. ur. Raddall has a f!POd 
rtnal imagination and dozen.a ot his scenes remain in the reader•• mem-
0%')' ••• Thia 1a a tirat novel, but it 1s not tar below the much admired 
American historical fiction ot our t:1:me, and oertainly sh.on no sign ot 
the allkward beginner." 

Some excel.Aeat material on the first two years in Halitex, 
174, and 1750, taken lazgely trom the Gentleman's Magazine is imbedded 
1n the Acadian Reoorde~ in SeptedJer-November, 188S, under the tille 
ot a "New History ot Halifax". There is some really good atu.tt 1n letters 
written by citizens _gt; that time. One ot ttle extracts trom the~ 
man I a Mepzin• we.s: 

"A Dialogue between Two British Sailors" 

n~th lt>b1n 1 Tom take ott thy can; 
And drink health to Old England, man. 
Not I, saya Tom; f'or1 f'aith; I think her, 
so very old, I cannot <1rink her. 
New England took cape Breton then, 
Old England gave it back again." 



- 2 -

"" i'hat wu/ intereatlng &CCOUllt ot Dr. :rottr1N, Did :,OU tlnd the 
tn1l 'llhm reading the mcyelopecl1a 111!1ah :,011 JIIOlltioned in :,our lotter 
to 

I 1tlll tNl a 1enae ot llllMt 1lhan I th1Dk ot George Barratt. 
1'1..., - - he 1111d hl• Wife were b111'1lt ot out their apertmmt on 
South Parle Street and looked in run tor -,ther place in to•• J'lnally 
they tound a boue 1a Sackrill• an4 ~ted on the Bedford bu. George 
intended to etoy in town that tmtning, • but hlo Wlto hid an lntooted 
toot end he telt that lJ he ahollld fP out to Baoknlle, A trlead ot hlo 
intended to drift h1lll out and called up the 11.S, Light and Power tor 
this purpoae and -.a told that Barratt wun•t in juat then. SO he droTe 
down to the ottioe and miaaed him by a tn Meanwllle George 
had boarded the b1111 - Ille Mend drcTo alqn• oomlng l1p0Jl tho accident 
a tew mln11tu attar 1t happmed. On the blla, George had to atand up 
until a S,.rl ( 1lllo work1 in tho office ot a trlend ot mine ) i,,t ott at 
a>cld.ngb8a. lie took her Hat end there mot hll duth 11111ch wu lnatauten-
eou. 

1lhln are :,ou oolling to l!al.ltax agoin? I th1Dk -.. ean gi..., :,ou 
better weather thle time. Itta too bad JOU were lald up lut time. 
It n RN1D't on liquoJ> rattOAa, :,ou might haff cured youraell without 
the clootor•• aid and so maintained your record of tpod health. 

With beat regards to ,our wite end yourself, 

ran; 
Yours 



Dear Tom: 

Htlifax , N. s . 
March 21 , 1944 

i an under~!:e::i!!e~:::i p!~t ~r!~:h:~i=~v:~::~ =~ !~:!ya! !~~: :e 0~ r :ud-
fine mar ket for Roger ~ • And withal you have ma.de a clear h i stor ical 
picture. 

1.7hat Parkman left out , you have tilled in . Your descr iption of the 
founding of Halif'ax is not likely to bring you a vote of t hanks from the City 
Council . It is not flatt ering ( it could not be and still be near the truth ) ; 
but it is unforgettable - and t hat , I know, is what you were a iming a t . 

When readers come to the l ast chapters , they will be unab le to :put 
the book down - the swift stream is approaching t he r apids and you can ' t get 
out of the b oat - which makes a stronger ending than was poss ible in H. U. Y. 
where t he climax came a t the Istbnru.s and had to be followed by philosophy 
and love . 

People i n general wilil doubtless place R.S . above H.M. Y. Fr om their 
point of view , it is not encurJb ered by h i s toxv. The history 1• R.S . is worked 
i n so well that it scarcely holds you up . Yet I notice t hat even in details 
your plot and the 11 teral truth often go hand in hand - as in the [ ndian r aid 
on the sa\7-m.ill in Dartmouth. That was a neat and truthful way of get ting 
Roger out with the Micmacs . Your descriptions of Indian life will keep people 
reading beyond t heir bed- hour. And you say , it ' s authentic . I'm no authority 
on the subject , but 1 t certainly rings true , al though some people will wonder 
about the campfir e scene bet,1een Roger and the ga l . Only an overdos e of sex 
in past years could have saved a man in a position like that - and , of course , 
Roger had the prerequisite . Here and t here a detailed list of clothes tugs 
at the eager r eader ( not in the scene just mentioned , ) • You will see an 
instance of what I mean in the s econd para.graph on page 66. 

Very little strikes me a.s being out of pl ace historically. I don ' t 
pretend to lmow t he details of the seige of Louisburg ; but lmowi ng you, I 
have a. moral certaini ty they ca.n be rel i ed upon . Everythi ng seems okay at 
Hali:fax. On page 116 , you g ive a wrong impression of' the loca tion of t he 
Court House . It was not built on Duke Street where the City Hal l stands 
today , but north a block on Buckingham Street . Po i nt Pleasant was not s o 
nmned as early as you indi cate . It was f irst called Se;ndwich Point , but t hat 
matters 11 ttle and I ' m not sure when the name nas changed . 



- 2 -

Your mention of' the "pre•ty profit" { P• 125 J made by the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations is interesting. I am sure they did well by themselves . 
If you have some juicy evidence , ycu might give me your :treferences some time. 

In a few pl aces , the clear flow or your prose ripples over a twig. On 
page 83 , l i ne 4 , "He" suggests more about the oncoming dus k rat her than old 
Hux. On p . 64 , I found myself read.in@ the sentence on the Acadiens twice , 
probably on account of the W "which" where one expects ''who~er ence to 
thB Acadiens . These suggestions are so sl i ght as to be not worth your notice . 
Sally's Irish brogue on page 2:f 255 could be confus ing , a s she was not notice-
ably Irish in her prev:ious appearances . But I supJX>se s he is api ng her hus -
band , and thereby hangs your subtle art . Again on pages 376 - 7 , one is some-
what astonished at Roger ' s intimate lmowledge of flower s . His character sug-
gests no interest in such things and some pages back you mentioned that he 
had not looked at a f l ower i n five years . Perhaps your last sentence in the 
:paragrapir,- saves t he si t u.ation - if i t needed to be saved . 

Personally, I think your word- pi ctures of our woods and flowers and 
scenery are grand - t hey make some of t he finest pagsages in H.M. Y. 1.'Iany 
a person has reroo. r ked to me t hat you give, as no other author has , the a t -
mosphere of the province and the feeling Nova Scotians have for it . I wish 
you could have had more in R. s . , but i t would have been out of pl a ce , fm-
no t"ortune- hunter or immigran t of 1749 looked on this place with much love 
or appreciation of its beauty. 

As :for your ending , Margaret Ells liked it , Olga didn ' t ( and she says 
she represents your everyday reader ) , and I am undec ided, for you alllnst 
reached a position where Roger ' s death was unnecessary - I mean h i s change 
in outlook , not the capitualtion of Louisburg - and yet it was a natural 
ending to his life . 

Why do people want characters - at l east the hero end heroine - alive a t 
the end of a book? Because they become so real one likes to think of t hem 
go ing on living? Thi s would hardly app l y t o h i storical novels . Yet a char-
acter , i f faithfully and intelligently drawn , is al i ve in the mind of both 
author and reader , and if his deat h i s not recorded , it may be easier to think 
of him when the book is fini shed . The ending of Gone with the Wind still 
starts arugnents as to whether Butler will return to h i s wife . 

I sn. that Mar gar et got t he ?.Iss . while she was in the hospi tal . She i s 
still laid up , but vti l l wri te you he r impressions soon . I hope we haven ' t 
kept it too long. Realiz ing ther e was not much to pr a ise and so little to 
criticise, we knew you wouldn 't have to spend any time making corrections . 

Can you give me a line on F .F . Tupper and h is historical columns in the 
Liver pool Advance . I haven 't seen them ; but have been asked about them. I s 
he a roman cer ar is he wri t :tng pretty straight stuff? _,L-.§/ 

4, . 
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Dear 

I appr eciate 7 our conYictio.n tha t If Roger ~U.dd.en11 shoul d contain a prefa c e 
aettln& for t h the histor1ca l f a cts i n t o wh i ch I han woYen rq f i ction : but a.a I 
aa.i d befor a . a bout 11 Hi a Majes t y 1s Yankees" . t he g ener a l publi c woul d not be 
interes~ed. , and t he bhtorh:ns kn c.w what i s f act and what i s fic ti on an,way. 
13£ai rl.ee , it i s ao easy t o insert a l on,; list of b.i s i cal refe rences , or to quo t tt 
particula r do cUJ1ents ( as la SI.t on d i d ) wh i ch t he au.t or ay have U:111111.e d through 
or pe1·hat>s not re: d a t a l l. So•• day perhaps when. I •e r ched t he point of 
ettlng out apeci e.l editi ons I may inc lude a r e sume of -.y facts , qu otin& chapter 

and nrs e, e.nd let posteri t:, dec i de how well I 11tu.di ed thea. :ror t he presont I 
llUst keep 117 eye on i mmed i ate a i ms , which a r e to enterta i n a capricious publi c and 
t o teach 1em hi a t or 1 a t the same ti m.e , without t heir knowi n& it. 

I agr ee tha t there allou.ld be aaps of llalifnx and Louhbourg i n flli,oger S11dden" . a nd 
I urged t he publiiillere to incl u de a. aap of Louis bourg at l eas t . I had t he up at 
hand - - I co11.piled it •ysel f with t he moat 88.l"Dea t a t Lou i auourg . The 
sma9Ulll t her& has t wo or t h ree o f t he ol d 0'.fj. town , all co11piled under the 
:Inglish r egi mes , with ~ lhh llh.lllH to t h e streets . There h ano t her , coa.piled 
A.ltd nre,,,.un. ted , fru:ied, by Rome amat eur h.i s tor i &n at. Gl ace Bay-, but t h i s shows on l y 
& fer1 of the l?r tmch &t l"t::1bt 11.Wiiea , wi.d t.hff~lil i nac.uura 1.al,1 . dta l:&rto I wa2 aule t o 
loca te even the lane» , wi t h th1dr correct names , and then I could a t u.dy' 
t h e cenaua o f' 1752 and s ee what aor t of peopl e lived wher e . J,Uu ~ t LArine 
M.cLeMrut ' a • od~l of old LouislJourg is an e:1.c d l ent thing, onc e :,ou. know the n&aea 
of a ll t h e str~et s and ha ve the ctt11au~ before you. 

I 1111 gla, y ou s po tted the er ront1ous date 147 on pag-, 225. I 11hAll correct. t h i • i n 
t he .)l a te• i f I g e t a chsnce . l:ow witl• r egar d t o my p i c ture of t he Aca.diane . 
:r1rst , you 11U.a.t rt,me11&ber tha t i n .,Roger Sudden" I B.111 s e ei ng every t h i ng with the 
cold and cyni cal fjYti o:f Su.dden hi•aelf. His suff erir1 ,i at t~e hands of the l .n.di ans 
and hla conversa ti ons with t he .ACEdisn Gauti er have not diapose i b, t o look f or 
a ttract i ons i n t he A.cadian character . Yet I i n sist that t he charac t ier istica which 
suddtJn aaw i n t h e Acad i ans are well borne out by the observa tions , not of prrjudi ced 
J,mgiUshaen , but of variou11 :Wr ench offi c i a h whoH wri ti n&:• exi at. . See 
Parku.n ' • 11 Hal i'- Cen t ur,r ot Conflic t 11 , i n arh i ch he. q_u.o t es Fr ench authori t iee 
ex t ensivel y . One c ou l d c ompi le a p icture of t he Acadisns even dispar&gi fi8 
than Roger's from the i'rench translations and documents in Doc t or Webster •a lib r a ry • 

.Beaut y h i n th8 tiye of t he beholder, a nd unde,ullt ed.17 Brook: lfah on 1a eye ( Yol. 2 , 
llSHS) was a ay,itpat.he t i c one, especially 11hen , ~6 y ears after the e.xpuh i on, he 
l ook:,:,d back upon t he af'f1t.i r and coamit h d hh r"!llorse to paper. Yet i t h a curious 
'Sidelight on his statements t hat the onl7 anecdote of Wa.ho.D. and the .kc&dill.ns i n 
Rugh Gr ahW1 1 a letter ( -.h ich fo llows Wa.tson 1s i n Vol.2 HSHS ) ahowa 'f.ataon detecti ng 
an iLcad i an wol!l&Jl r.. t ahoplifting i n Jill.S t an 1s a tore. 

As Arch i tt J.lac Mech.an poi n t e d out i n hh " Evangeline and the Rea l Acadiansit clwu t er 
of "The Li f e of fi. Little College" . an i dyll i c a nd erroneous p i cture of the Acadi ana 
was broadcas t over t he world by Lo~fallow, who nt1Yer ahw Nova Scotia and. d.epend-sd 
entirely on b h po eti c i ~ i nati on and a few statnenh i n Haliburt on ' s hi s t oey . 
And &.liburton 1s. hht oey was a sli pshod a ffa ir, wri \ten a.t a time when h e repr,;sen ted 
a l a rgely Ac:adian cons t ituency and hb,d t o keep a ) oi;pc irm 1a eye on vot es . 
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That the expulsion. of' t he .&cadiana was a trageicy° no onu denies : tiu.t too 11.an,y writer s 
on thu subjtict . i:ngli sh and irench, hav e dwelt u;on t he t r agedy wi t hout looki ng 
i nto its causes, and t he r esult has been a whole l i -.aud.l in. and untrue , 
which clepich thtt .lead.inn people in a false and aentiment&l light . 

Journey t oday a long the Fr1mch ~ore from Digby to Ta.raou.th V\d look at t he Acadi an 
peopl tt s.nd i.he i r home1 , 1'nti houaH ar._ often fairly lr..r: e - - because the fuili ee 
are large - - bu.t they are bu.11 \; wi thou.t be&.ut y , usually" unpainted, a str&g11;le of 
weathe,.rbea.teu boxes aboYe t he shore. !there are f'ew or no orn"'lllental. tre1;11,., an.d 
a flower garden t s..,.1.1. r a r e thint; . So•• of the women are fat bu.t 111oat of Ule 6i rla 
a re me~gre and apiJll e-ahank:ed and t eir faces arG wit out be111.uty , The aen a re 
s-.a.11 and dour, 1.-:ithough here and there 7ou will aee aome bo7a frolicki-n«, a nd 
so•etiaen 7 ou will ae• a ;,oUDG aan. ot quite handso11.e l ook:a . lfhe only pretty J.cadi an 
gi r ls I 1Ye ever seen were in liloncton. /f..s 7ou a.rive along the Yrench Shore 7 0\l 
coae ilifi.f at last to Por t Maitland, and. at once 7ou. know 7ou are aaong1 t people 
of :i.'nglhh, or at leaat un- Acadian descent, for t he ho•H a r e w•ll btdlt and well 
designed and painted , t her-, are ahad,y trees a long the street, a flowerbeds , 
and the ,;i rls are and have f i ne1 li.:(!;s and a.r1:1 d.reaae<.&. with aoJte notion of 
stTl &. !au, contrast ia gtar tli • Ther1;i i a the sfl.lltt • oil and t he aaae sea. and 
the saae :i'oreat beyond - t he same resources on whi ch the Acadi 1uus live so aeagrel 7 . 
Pr oteatante ahrug and 1&7, ., Oh wel l , the J.cadi ans g i Te all their t o the 
church - - loo < at t hose b i g clm.rches ! " .But i t a. l waya seas to •• the r son 
for J.<...adian l)OYert, goes 11.uch deepe r t han their 9ouls . It is i n the aarrow of 
their bones : t hey don't know h.ow to liYe , .!.ru\ n!!!!lC fil. And t hey don ' t ca.re. 

And hst you t hink perhaps I hav e an 8Ilti- Yrench bi as l e\ t ma po i nt out that I 
have pa.i n ted an eq_uall,y unflatteri ng picture of' t he ~lhh settler s a t Halifax. 
of t he 11oral s and habi ta of the lmglish g e.ntcy. and of t h e 16th century Hi ghland 
Scot ch. lJucause I believe t hey a re t he truth . The "coat e p i eceM school of fiction 
baa cast a wnoll7 false glRaour over the peri od and I ••7 the hell wi th 1 t . 
It' s ti11.e we l ooked a t ou.r f orefathers with a •or e psnetrating e7e so that we aq 
•~•1ire how £14.r we hAY& -- ·•ar s , and nol i tics , and cani t a l - vareua- labor 
not.wi tld,t&nding. ,.. a world. aov&s . 

.ttevi r• of Roger are still c i ng in, all of th8lll f&Yorabltt , although ( like you) 
doubt that 11 t tle seen• between Roger and t h& naked Wapk:e . r •till i nsist that 
there ' s no so virtuous as a reformed rake. and I could pai nt ,rou • Rabel a iab.n 
scene f r o11 ay seafari ng deys i n which such an incident occurred. Le t it g o . 
The handful of :i'r~nch who pen~t.ra.ted thi g continent bred a shal e r &ca of half- breed• 
( e . g . th~ Metia of the C&nE..d.i&n p r a iri 6s) , while the ~l thro.n«int: An&li ah 
stuck l&rgol y to thdr own blood. I wanted to point that con t r a1t. 

Last wel!k I spent a day or two hunting wild g tJese and ducks at crt Joli , an 
interesting pl a ce - - I t hink I 1Te told you about t he lndh.n Iii tchen- m.1ddena ther e. 
and t he things I l ye f ound i n t hem. I 1ve haJuered out a •hort 1tory or two, and 
1011te articles , but 1 1• rea tl ttBs and not al t o,;et.her happy. l don't know why . 
I mhs not baing ablu ·to Junm i n r,q car and wand.er about t he pr OYince . J. sort ot 
claustrophobi a . i'or me the end of t h.ti war wi ll bring a 11fth i'r eedo111 - - of the apiri t . 

My best to Wa.rgare t and Ol ga. 





Dear Toms 

28_0akland _Road, 
Halifax, . N. S . 
February 8 , , 19-45. 

s hould have got a round to this letter ·t 1ro weoka ago; but duri ne; t he 
Christmas holidays I slipped back in nv ra.dio work ( I do a script a week in 

~v:~:~:n: :~:~i~=nd~ ::;e~e!~n.:~1~~n t ~n r~::t~ ;;r~~r:r I 1::~'~f d~w! to;n thr0e 
scripts • . The one on the Rover will be br oadcast next Thursday, , 10. 45-11, 11.ze 
in the mornin , over CBH a nd C}-,J\'"S . The cast , I 1ir: afrai d , fa.il eci. to do justice 
t o your eonr, s . I ll'.8..de it quite p l atn in 111;y opening narr ation _tha t they were 
yours . By now , you ha.ve .e;a.ther c d t hat we record the shows . J.hen at th@ appointed 
time , the record is played . I 1 11 tell you mo r e a]Jout it on Sunday next ( Februar y 
11 ) when I hope to be in Li verpool • . Andy is talc ing his son and wif'a do·,n e-nd 
want s Olga a nd me to go along . Andy 1 s tickled pink with your praise of the 
Tallaha sse e . Ij; 1s a g r and piece of wor k , ,isn 1t it? No question about it, . t here 1 s 
a renaissance i n this province. 

You evidentl y didn 1t write i n t he sna p-shot of the Acadiana a.a hastily 
a s I thought . Your letter, whi ch I wa s e,lad to get and which I i m~,i.adiately showed 
t o Ua rgot , cer t ainly indicat es that you have studied the sources. Perhaps I ,,a.a 
a li.ttle ha sty in wd t i nt:, to you. Re-:- eudinr; your account aev.era l time s ai"nce 
ha s-,, I confess, modified opinion . fey- :fir s t impr e s sion waa t J,e.t of a nastyL 
1it't1.e peopl e, sour&d on t ~,~ wor ld. Knowing lif.ha.t you t l'ti. nk of the Longfe llow 
out l ook ( and I share your views on that ) , I t hought t hat yo u had swlu1g t oo 
f a r :i. n the other direction . As you point out 1 o.f course , you 1re l ooking through 
the eyes of Sudd en , and it is probably i mpos sib le t o achieve be.lance w'"1en taking 
t he stand of any one person . 

I have a lways relied on Brebner as a dispa ssionate judge and have ac-
cepted hi a stmmtlng up of the Aca.d i ans . I ha ve done little or no wor k on the 
Acadian doc uments myself. Thia i s what he as.ya a bout t hem - on t he cr edit aide -

(he points their faults out t oo ) 

· P• 40 . 11 They had all t he homely vi rtue s - se l f-:-eliance , p..,ouraee, praoti c-
ali ty , thri f t, sobriety , heal th, hospitali t y , so cial equality , marM,1al fidelity, 
religi ous piety , and che er f u l ne ss . It is mor e i.'fiffi. c l~lt t o li s t their vices . 
Doubtles s t hey were frail as a ll humani ty t a frail , but moat of t he weaknesse B 
credited t o theill were determined by a l ien s t andards. Franquet and other o f ficers 
fo und t hem spi teful and tactles o in conversation , but it is permis s i b l e t o doubt 
whether these military gentlemen were fami liar with the di r ect and unpo l i shed 
diction which so oft en charaeter i"zea those close t o tPe soil e.11d e epecially 
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f r onti ersmen . They wer e often accused of g re ed ar.d ava rice by t he Frenc~1 and 
Eng lish , but ther e were abundan t excuse s f or t hat in their circumstances . etc , e t c. 
etc, ( as J amee D. put s it ) ,.w. 

p . 164 11 It i s di ff'icul t nat to conclude t hat in spite of momentary troubles 
a nd t he inevi tabl e ab sence of an inatincti ve sympathy between t he m and t hei r 
rule rs ( t he English ) , t he Acadiana en j oy ed a l most fi f'ty years of happiness , 
expan sion a nd pr oeperi t y •• • 11 

p . 178 . Re . the Acadiana forced acr oss the border at Chig necto . 1'I n their 
perturbation and in new surrounding s they became confus ed , lost t heir initiat-
ive , and were inclined t o look to the i r new masters f or all sorts of assistance 
which could no t be f orthcoming . In consequence they seemed to the French lazy 
and helples s and s hift l es s , a nd , i n t heir unhappiness , a cons i derable number 
decided that t hey had made a serious mi stake and went back under English con-
trol in spi t e of sever e prohi bitions and the pros pect of a d.oubti'ul r ec9pt ion11 • 

Ca n we r e ly on~ the testimony of either French or Eng lish of'f .i cera and offic i als 
who dealt with t he Acadians? They were bound to be exasperated with a people 
who s eemed determined to mind t heir own business and stay out of t he endlea a 
conf l icts over t he country . I n t he 1690 1 s, t hey ref used to prmlli.se mi. lite.ry 
aid to t he Fr ench . Par kman , Half-Century_ o f Conflict , .II , , 220 , describes t heir 
situation as 11 deplora ble 11 • " 3y the Treaty of Utrecht", he exjl l ains , , "France 
had tran sferred t hem t o t he British Crown ; yet the Fr enc h of ficer s denounced 
t hem a s r ebe l s an.d t hreatened t hem wi th deat h i f they not fight at their bid-
ding agai nst England ; and Engli s h o f fi cer s t hr eatened t hem wi th expulsion 
f rom t he country i f they br oke t hei r oa t h of allegi ance to Ki ng Geor ge . " 

I n another place, .Half -Century, I , .201-2 , Park man ea.ye that 11 t he greater 
part of t his peace- l oving peo pl e were true to t heir promi se not t o t ake arms 
agains t t he English, t ho ugh a considerabl e number o.f them did , e specially at 
t he beg inni ng of t he Seven Year s 1 Wa r . 11 

Again, Par kma n , i n Y.ont ca lm and Wolf e, ! , 259 , says that 11 Frenc h offi c-
i a l s des cr i ho t he i r dwellings as wr t eched wooden boxes , without or naments or 
conveniencea , and s ca rce ly supp lies wi th t he mo at necesaa'y f'urniture " , but 
i n t he Half-Century , I, 109 , he evident l y had ot her evidence f'o r his state-
ment tr:.at t he Acadian village at Anna po li s cons i sted of " seventy or"ei.e;ht y 
s mall houses of one story and an atti c , bui l t of planks , boards , .or loge , 
s i mple and rude, but t ol er e.b l y comfor t ablfl 11 • 

As for their churches , I heard some one t he ot her dfl,;.' t e ll of a str anger 
in a vi llage i n Que bec who commented on t he poor horuea and t he lllai:;l1i f'i c ant 
churc h whi ch , a s it ha ppened , the people ha d helped to build . Why di d t hey 
expend their energy and put :for t h their art in building t he church and 8.8 
content to do so littl~ :'.'or t Lu1,isel vea . 11 Ah , Uonaileur, 11 one of the villagers 
repli ed, 11 t he Church we build it f or God . It doea not niatter so much a bout. 

us .w Have yo u r ead Br uce ::ut chi aon 1 s impres sed of the Fr ench on the Is l e of 
Orlea ns in his Unkno'N n Country? 

I f I go on like t li.is , yo u 111 soon think i t 1s tqy French bl ood . But , a.a 
a matter of f act , riv ances t or was ki cked out of France fo r be i ne; a Frotest~nt, , 
his Mothe r was beheaded by t he Ea:t. Roman Catholic s ol diery. - who t ook :ros eeasion 
of t he hous e and l and , and t,;ener a ll!' s peaking, t he family wa s given a r ough 

time . The eon of the man who we.a f'o::- ced out of France j oi ned t he Eritish /;S nty 
and we.a wi th Wol fe at t he taking of Louisburg . Later he got one of t he Fr ench 
houses in Loui sbur e; f or hi. raself . Per haps I showed it t o y ou on a :z.p:.agt map 
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we have of Louisburg at the Arcr..ivea . Rather a Pica little t\,ist to t hat 
t de . Since hi A ~r r :tva l ; the A-!a.r tell s heve l'"l:lrr1 ed i nto English, Scottish, 
Irish and New York Dut ch ( who came with the Loyalists ) famil i es , ao there 
isn 1t much ot t he F-r ench blood left, although t he Registear of Bi r tf'B i n 
Halifax i nsisted on putt ing ny children down a.a French . I offered "G,;;.na dian" 
and"Nove. Scot ian" and e ven Scottish- Canadian ( con si dering Ol ga and other 
Scotch lassies who have j oined us in the past ) , but it we. 11 of no use . How 
reliable do you think our ce,nsusfe.n be on t he point of nationality, with such 
a silly~ regul ation? • 

The a bove refer ence t o New York Dutch reminds tha t a. f'ri end sent me an 
amusing little Christmas Poem from t he Pennsylvania Dutch which he says he 
found i n t ('e R&r e Book Room of the :~aw York Public Library . Here it ies 

DOT LEETLE FUR CAP 

;tier next na cht vas Chri etn:.ue, 
Der ne.cht, i t vae s htilL 
Der stockinka ver hung 
By der chimbley to fi ll . 
Nodding ve.s stirring at all in der hause 
For fear dot St . !1ichole.a 
Vas nix kom keraus. 
Der schildren var dr i ed , 
t:ndt gone to der bed; 
Undt ¥.udder i n nacht301m 1 

Undt I on ahead 1 

Vas s earching aroundt i n k loset fo r toys . 
Ve krept aroundkviet , not to make any noise . 
Now Mudder vas carr y i ng all der toys i n her gown, 
SJnowi nk her per son from up der ve.i s t dovm . 
Ven as ve kom near der er ) b uf our poy, 
6ur youngest undt sveetest , our pr ide undt our choy, 
His eyes vide open e. s he peeked from his cot , 
Undt seen everyt i nk dot his Liudder has got , 
But didn 1t even notice der toys in her lap , 
He schust o.sked 1 nFot who is dot leetle fur CRp? 11 

Urdt Mudder s ai d : 11 mi sh! 11 

Undt she le.tx::;he d mi t delight -
11 1 think I gi ve dot to your Fadder tonacht ! " 

Looking f'orwe.rd to s eeing you for a. ,,,hi le on Sunday . I f , by chance, 
we don't get down, 9 ou1 ll have t o make a trip t o Halifax when Jattes D. 
comes . There I s sorue doubt a bout that now. I I m t ryine t o persuade one 
o f t,he radi o stations to invite him to come fo r an interview and to pay 
hi s train f are . I t \'/ould a great t hi~ to have him on a record . I :ha ve 
thinking too that we mi ght wri te a l i tt l e account of %)',j hia vioit . \'/hat 
he says on ali ghting .fr om the t rain - "fi r st impressions 11 • Chapter II -
Ra di o I nter view Chapter III - An Evening with the Pr otessors. Wil s on and 
Adshee.d have ag reed to invite hiM i n for s.n evening . Chapter I n Lectruing 
at Dalholilsie . Wilson has agreed to ask him t o leaturo to the class in 
Canadian History. Chapter V Last Words or Something or Other . What do you 
think of the i dea? All of us coul d aet out to remember what he says and 
t hen wri te i t down . Last wo r d : Ask me about Pr octO'f" on Sunday . I know something 
about him. 

All the Beat , 
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Dear Tom: 

Halifax , N.S . 
April 25 , Hl45 

A friend of mine in Sterr i a cke who has recently rea d Roger 
has requested me to ask yau the follm1ing question : 

"'i7hen Roger travelled ,11th the I ndians up the Shubenacadi e 
from Gr and Lake , what small tributary o:f the Shub ena cadie did t hey 
enter & :follow - was it the Ste,1iack R. ? I t must have been - but 
what Lakes did they portage to making the journey f rom that •Ri ve r 
to the Musq_uodoboi t ? We 've had several arguments & really if we 
knew t he spped a t which t hey travelled I imagine we could :f i gure 
it out ourselves . " 

I n case yau :feil inclined to write to her dir ectly, the 
name and address are : Miss Alice Nel son , Stevri a cke , N.s . But i :f 
your correspondence i s heavy , I' 11 be glad t o pass on any informat -
ion. 

Now that winter has come upon us agai n , I ' m Uopi ng tha t 
this will not be another " year without a surmner 11 such as 1816 was. 
As i nterest in unusual weather appears to be universal ( Is it in-
terest or just admir able ground :for easy conversation? ) , you ttJDi: 
mi ght :find a story in 18 16 some time t hat could be related t o that 
strange reversal o:f the seasons . 

Have any o:f your stories b een appearing lately? I never read 
magazines ( haven ' t the t i me ) unless I ~:ferred to a particu lar yarn . 

Andy and I and our respective spouses are hoping to take a t rip 
over some long 17eek- end down the Vall ey and across to the South Shore. 
So we may be see i ng you ere long 

No particular news from here . Dalhousie hasn I t se'1tled on a 
man :for President yet . There are all too :few prospects who measure up 
to Lord '!'11eedsmuir' s three H standard for a college h ead: Humani ty, 
Humi.11 ty anti Humour. 

All the Best , r ~ 



Des.r Jim . 

You may t el l Your fri end i n Ste'f'l'iacke t h.o.t Roger and his I ndi an 
CO'llpanions trnvelled up Gn.y ' s River after l e avi ng the Shubenacadie. 
They pas sed by •&¥ ot Lake J!!t;m ont 11.Tld Cranberry Lake . whence a portage of 
li t tle more t han a 1111le took them to the Musquodoboit 81ver a little below 
what is now Elderbank. The StelfiaClre wou l d ha ve been a better route as 
far nt'i the canoe .-ent 0 for it 1s a l arge r st r eN!I ; but the por t age f rom the 
Stewie.kke t o the Uuaq_nodoboit would have been long end. d.i f fi cul t. 

Ti.e f a cility with whi ch the I ndians o.f that time tra velled be t we en 
Llusquodoboit B..Dd Mi nns Ba.sin shows clearly- th'l t they !!lust have ha.i R. f a i rly 
ansy portage somewhere between the ltusquod.oboi t Ri ver and the Shubenncndie. 
The lot• i cal . i ndee d the onl y place for this wns the line of Gay ' s H.1ver. 
ff_r there the windi ng couru of t he ~Ju.squodoboi t comes nea rest to the 
~ benacadi e . I ,rouldn't mi nd betting t hat a littJ. e a !"chae olog icnl work 
around toke Egmont would s how t races of t h.a ol d Ind ian por t n~e. even today. 
Oay 111 River 1s n. p,'i ltrf thi n& todny , but •1y s tory wa.s pitchod i n the days 
before t he virg i n forest w s hecked dom1 and turne t o f a rmllUld , when such 
s treruis ha d l!IO r e body and a much s lower run- off in t he dry oum"ler season . 
Jfevertho l ess I Md to. take i nto Ek .coun t the f 1:1ct that Ror,er ond tho Indi an• 
began their Journey i n l n.te Jutumn, before t he i"n.11 re.ins ht:.d nm.ct. effect . 
Hence I was car eful to show thel!l s truggling u p " long s tretchei wh&re t he 
s trea r a ttled thinly over g ravel bars . e.nd all had t o jum out e.nd wade 
unn trea.m oush i n;~ t he canoes with their hands . 11 I ' ve had just such 
s t ~ l e s on Just such s trenas eys e l f i n Au.twm . 

&d ith a nd I a r e look i ng f orwfl rd to seeina- you, n· d Olgn and thA 
•erkels on your trip. Andy s ,~es t ed the week- end Ul!.y 26- 2g. To :J. mu11t 

p l an , n.11 of you. to s tl\.y at l east overni ght. longer i f you ca n . at our 
house . You won ' t have to bundl e al t houeh , of course . the rool!':111 Rnd servi ce 
won 't be up to Lord U'eleon s t a nda rds . 

The r e ' s a .)'Arn of • ine i n the current Mac lean'• - One•of the 
Ol dport aeries . the las t in f nc t. It seemed a. good place t o cut o "f t he 
ta.lee -- the ma.ting of e. native- born :Bluenose with t he l a.a t of sti ff old 
Colonel Lnrrabe6 1 s deughters , and t he nppenr8nce ot a ne,r orde r of t h i ngs 
i n t he province. 

I've fin i she d the rough drafts of t hr ee t 81ka for the CBC 1 a 
11 Canad1an Ta rns" , to be raade ( one '' 11ve 11 and ho r ecorded) s ol'O.e t i me this 
summer. At pr esent I 1ra engaged on a r a t 1er in t er estlnt; diYersion. The 
CO;>p Clarke peopl e a re getting out ni,w Canadi an Rea.dor s for Grades 4 . 5 
and 6, and hove asked me t o write t wo t s l es especially f or them. I've never 
trie <i my h.c nd n t writing tor childr en bu.t I Af:r eed and ha.ve one finished - -
an exouri ence of mi ne 11.t Sable Island . The other will be t he true t a le of 
a Lunenburg County women ,rb') aade brooms tor the fhhe ry . a nd he r a dventure 
i n a bliz zard while crossi ng the LBha:, ·e estuary on the i ce. ( Inci den t ally 
thi s i nci den t wi ll f orm the basis of one of my CBC br or..dcaat e as well.) 

IJy bin t to Olgn a nd yon. r i:i elf 



Dear Tom: 

Halifax , N.s . 
l.1ay 2 , 1945 . 

Your explanation of the course taken by Roger and the 
I ndians was nuch apprec i ated by my friend in Stewi a c ke . I received 
a letter from he r t oday. She ' s quite elated because she ' s won the 
argument against her b rothers who were insi sting that it was the 
Stewiacke . 

I liked the snap- shots . The view from your study is 
t ypica lly Nova Scotian , and so i s the picture at the lake . 

We had the annual Haliburton celebration last evening and 
in responding to the toast to vla.liburton , I po inted out that he 
wrote what he lme11 about , that he did not seek a co smopolitan centre 
and characters and so did not come the croppeir :ti'm::tx as so many of our 
would-b e writers have lD!JUf: since h i s time . Thi s , of course , led to 
the observation that today our best poets and authors are undertaking 
local themes and subjects and , to illustrate , I mentioned Andy and you 
~dip. in particular , Lor d Tweedsmuir' s tribute . Afterwards , Prof essor 
Martin told me pri vately that he is thinking of substituting the P i ed 

i'or the Cl ockmaker in his Engl i sh course next year. I tol dhiiii 
that you would no doubt apprec iate thi s ; but that you expected to have 
an even better selecti on 01' short stories published this year . So he 
wants to know when it will be published - befor e the college tenn begins 
next October? """"o'rdo you thi nk the Pied Pi pe r woul d be more suitab l e 
to suggest to students the possibilities of writing about t hei r own 
cowitrysi de? 

i'le 1 r e looking forwar d to our jaunt . It looks as i:f we mi ght 
leave here on May 24, arri ge in Liverpool sometime , probably the afternoon 
of May 26 ( Saturday) and dri ve back t o Halifax on Sunday. We 'ihl let 
you know definitel y before leaving . 'l'he 25th of' !Jay is our 9th wedding 
anniversary, so we have a good excuse of the trip . 

What do yau think of' this'? A newly married coupl e checked i n 
at a hotel one fine J"tme evening . Entering their room, the husband went 
to the window , threw it up I drew up a chair , sat down , and without Baying 
a word , l ooked out o:f the window v, ith an intent gaze . The wife , impatient , 
said she hoped he didn ' t i ntend to spend the rest of the evening there . 
"I certainly do , dear " , he r eplied , still looking out , "my Uother to l d me 
thi s would be the oost wonderful night of' my lii'e and I don ' t intend to 
miss a minute of tt l " All the Best to you & your f'runily~ 



June 11 t h, 1945. 

Dear 

Ue~ t1on ?light , Md it h ouring r e.i ll and oourin&: ( 9 p. m. ) Liberal 
votes . I found 1'Ur fri end J . W, /. . '& cBrd under ay door one eTenin& when Edith 
and I returned tro:3 11l t on , ot :1en,1ae I have seen. and he.1> r d not.hing or him 
durinr.: t hfl' c ru:a ·ai gn. I do a.d.1t11 r e hh CQurgge and h h protnUJLd belief i n t he 
:rigit t!I of the or. but l couldn ' t admire h i s par ty . I worked during a good. 
1)8.rt of ._,. life tor ca•)1tnli ot1c cor ;iora'Uons , and retired r.ith a fall k::now-
le,;.te ot t he evil a t heroot , seen fro!! wi thln. 'ot the le: st of these evils 
1a the po·n,r of the t race uni ons . :loea that sound str ange 1 It 19 the truth.. 
A.nd nince or,r)'in se~ l bor Ms tidopt:ed the CCI' a,; o. poll ticnl •enpon, 1 t foll ows 
that a govermaen t by t he CC11" '!Toal<\ S'lOM a ~overnncn t by b .bor uni ons . And t he 
attitur;a of the labor un i ons during thio WIU' hns snown very c learly what tha t 
would 116flcn to the greftt hod:, of tho peopl "l - - naked explo1 tation ,-.f the ae.ny 
toT tne bonofit ot t ho f~w , axnctly wMt the paop1s suffer under capite.litr.5, 
I n other words, the CCf pro ,or-,rn ai.,pl7 thr t ,.e change usters. And s;r 
obu rvntion of lab.or uni ons at close ranee over n period of 16 ;:,ears tn1ght 
"'8 that orgnniseC l nbor and org2.ni sed cap i tel are a like 1n their greed and 
their 1ndi ff'erenca to the CO"l"'!On IIYtn . ~leh t now, ~>1~ FLdvMt~• of t e 
wart 1ne !uel l'lhOrtnge , t he llliners of Cape Dre t on a re dew..ndRdg s ti 11 hif')ier 
waget!I , to be pr.id O".J.t of a now subsidy f r oTt the gova:m.11ent 1 in other worda , 
to be l"l'Un -~ out of t ho "bole popu!at fo in the for:tt of ,uee . T'noy adr.1 t that 
the C{)'!I antes cannot pay the"' pny 11or, , they have bled their on 1ncluctry •hi te 
and now they propose to fasten the~,;elves upon the people as a T'lhole . 
4 t ls preeit1el)" the ail>! and. obj~ct of the louse , en unloved beflat . 

J . 'T . A. t:<ilke~ a g,)od de.n.l here about the L'ertey Paper Coapi:.ny, and the 
prof'ih it N'!d l".O.d.A out of t he -,.orltcrs. Well , l know fill about that . I Joined 
the trea~urer 1s stnf'f' of the co"lpl'ny when the -illl wa~ t:e1ng built, and for 
n i ne years ever y cent rec e ived ::i,.-,d disbursed b.v t h e- i ndm,try pv.&tuH'.. th.rough 
ay hon.do .., _ 1ncluC.i n~ the uHlions it borrowed fro:a tha bank:. 'l'h.oae ,,-ere t he 
f'e.'.!OL.r. :Jc.t're2uion Ye:...r~. bi.::o•,c!l by t.h.o CC? cro.~or3 . ::...r .:. rlt al:,£ t.hr,.t. t.im 
the er~ey 111111 111.0lUl&mi t.o run full time , day and r~i ght , by c1ltting 1h prl ce 
to meet the com-oeti tion in the tJ . s . r:arlcet 11.rul elsa,,-here 1 11,n by cutting down 
ex:pensee wherev~r poscible at h.ooe. During all thltt t i mo the to drawer 
executives cont inuod to pr.y- then~elvez fnt saln.riec end expense PCcounte . 
Du.ring all thnt time the orgMised l abor de'llanded and go t • stead.Uy 1ncrMs i ng 
rntP. c1t wa,;eo . The pe.p~mPkers in pnrticu.l.n..r go t $150 a. i.i.on th 1n the lo est 
_ id Jo"bw t'l 1350 i "t the highest; the,- a:nrnc•d. soae t hin&: between $200 e.nd 
$,300 ti Pionth. for M !!-hour Oaf • 

.And where d.i d th" 111oney coMe fro, l !i:ot fro the cust·i,aers, who ;,Fl-1a 
"!Othinr, morP thnn t.he world w-.rk:(l!t r ate f'or PLLJEIT. It he.d to be screl';'e-1 out 
of the ordlnl'lry wh.ite- collsr worlt.ers ( I was one. r e,'.le:!t'ber) t out of the 
lumbr.rJrcks .. ho cctt th.e wrood; out of t he se.1 0--11 yho carried th.~ r:11~er to 
taP..rlcet; A.nd finally (because in of all theee e co:noMies th• mill ant 
into t!-.e red) 1 t hrd to b t!'..k.cn froa the nharchold ... rs - - the several h:ind.ree 
~eOi,Jle sc111.tered all owor Canad& and lir~at llrits.in ,rho h.a.d. invest.Gd -...oney in 
thP concern, The ,uu:t:rehol ders cot no dh·t~ends of t>.n,- sort for flln.- 7er.rs , 
n.nci. shortly afttir l left thR co~n,y 1n 1938 the shareholders lui.d t o iu.t)m.it 
to a reduction of th.ei r i nvest'llent by so:m.ot.ti r_, 11'-.::e Ml~, in order tt> pat 
t.he inii.ustry on &n aven keel. 

I used to tell J . " · f. . all this but 1t -.ate n.o 1•prcu1on.. ne preferr l'd to 







- < -

bel18'Ye the red- h f) t union nan who cere bncki r:g the loc11cl CCJ' OTfflll.ent . 

'todnv I hpd ,. l etter f r on Doubl eda,y l)ornn pointi ng out that 1 t •• U. ;• I 
•tarted ,urntb.er novel for publ1cnt1on i n 1946 . 1 was well aware of this , Md 
as you lmow f or t he pa!lt yeflr I ' •e been turning vc.riO"..ls themas i n v 
l aad.e nn 1n.tendve 11tuc1J, of t he Sir John 'ifenteortb. period , bu.t so-aehow tha t 
all- 1 :oortl'.nt little bell wouldn't ri,ie. Then 1 t urned to t he Joe Rowe period 
and studied it c~refully all last winter. Aeain no bell. So etll.1f16 •rem& wi t h 
ae , unrim1b t edl;r, for t here h:. fi r,.e llll'\t.erial i n both . '.101"]C day the bell wUl 
rint; - - thank God I hrivo t he r.iemor-J of an ele">hs.n t and t ~e •tudJ' 1s not lost . 
In the ennt1111e t IIU!!t cet on with nno t her book, an.\ since I 1ve lo~ felt th4 t 
I i,'nould do a st-:,ry on the Mova Scotia p r1Tnteers - - and I seem to hof'.r the 
jinr,le of the bell - - that 1~ whn.t I pr~ose to \Trit e . 

'!'he pnrticulrr peri od will be so-.,ewher e between 1793 and 1803. 1'!'hen the 
Liverpool privf'.teor a Jfere having o. tine ti!'le in the Cnribbee.n. '!'a.ell ot t he 
act.ion necesser1l7 will tnke plflce there. As you po1nto0. out. tht s will oblige 
11e to braalc my r-..1.le of wrl t i only about scenes I have uaen. llut there h no 
help for it; I IQJ.flt re:Jed,- my lac! .. of local c-~hserv t1on - - I ' Te ~ecn :B.-r,uda 
and tlu1.t• s all -- with Cll.reful etudy . A.'1.ythi"C yen have or n dig up on the 
JeJ•micP\, ""t . Utts , G\m:'el oupe , l'nr t 1n1G,ue &.nd Vene,ruela of the per i od •011ld 
be most useful . I hav• so:ao here . Charles .Kingsley wrote in-&atward Ho+' on 
the st?'enr,tlJ. of a trf.vol booki S evB .- '1. wrot& "Treeau.re Ielnni:" 11 on the 
s tJ"ent;U of M old J..!!lericnn Con~t l'ilt L pucll shP.c in ;ewburyport ( I t".o.Ya one 
at y elbo'!I' nc,r; , for""erly t he :Jl"Operty of a L1v0rpool r rivBteer s n. e.r.d the 
descri'?tion of the De~d ''an ' ~ r.lwst is lovely); &n<! Conrad wrote ttr.o"trO!llo" 
OJ\ th,J st ... e.n;;th o .... a .. 1ngle br1et' t ouch at ft cen t ral Ameri can port i n his 
youth plUB n st\l.dy" of boo'lt:ft on the country. All t hewe are clauics . S;trely 
I cnn "'rite hn.lf- decent novel ho ssne RCH'Hl i e..nd. t he ?lova rcr,tin end of 
thi!IGl will ll-1.. ri~; t o:i t o! t!1.e ::u:.tivc roe:: . Ind.cc! t he C...:t 'b!l...,n,n en.: of th.i~s 
won 1 t be '~nti rely drenned out of a book . f'or I've tc;lked t'or Te~ rs with old 
sailors he r eabout who "'ont to those ports and i slc.nd~ i n sailing ship• 11\ the 
p.-ood olc\ :fish and lunbcr days . 'l' .e cor,nection be t .,een Liverpool anf! the est 
InCies hes been very close alWB.¥& • 

·1th 111 l thh in l'li nd . 1 was a bit ~hocked. t h.e other dcy to rea.. a rev-law· 
o:t r; book crlled +'J.~k t:o ()ler t or1'. 11hich pu.r Jortod to be the bh of ."I 

Co"lJlecticut privnteor o,erstln,; in tht: Cari bbean. lt look:ed rs if r.O'li"One Md 
"'tolen 11w thn.ndPr befor C1 I c;ot fl chr.nce to runbl• l!!.t fill . However I l"Ot f cony 
o! the thine and hel'.ved a s i gh ot reliot. paor thin&, truly. pitched i n the 
16o" 1s, f'ith du:.rA.ctern talking 1n a form ot speech never ht!rrd i n Oc:;..•s worl d , 
d-:,inr, thi!lgt quite unsup:orted by the hhtory books t?r cha;>t er s, on end., Rnd 
bf;.rely to-ichine on the CaribbeE'.J1 at all. I CUJ ·ect lust the ~uthor b.. c bean 
reaa.ing one or \wo of Rober t Chrun.bers I ol d hovel,. find aut'tered a 11ort of 
,. i tere.:ry hnnp:over . 

"'.ou,,lP.dt\3" :)Jrn..'\ rel'l i nderl Me 6..lso nbout the proposed book on ~b,Ufax , tr.it 
the;, want me to do the novel first . Th.is is a ll to th~ good, because ( ns I 
pointer' out to th.em before H:life.x Ms undert;one fl vast chan.fe during thh 
wa.r , and a vast experience n.• Yell, and all t he-t ctm be written only when the 
censors p,nd o ther don I t - you- to~ch- 'ea hn ve w1 thdrawn ft'or.t the sc ene. 

I..ove to Ol f" • Soc you i n July - - unles!li you come l!own ht.<re flr!\ ! 
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June ?2/45 

'l'he a~urna l of F.duca t1 on came todey - - l!ey" 
thanks fo r the very k ind ref erence t o t he Pied Piper 
a.nd author i n t he add.r ous to the Ha.11 burton Club. 
W1 sh I 1d been there to hear you; but I ' 11 ha ve an 
oppor tunity when you CO!ilA down h ere i n t he f a ll . 
Of cource you nnd Olga wil l stay with u s. Sorry you 
can •t come t his sunmor - - i f we ever have a s ummer . 

I ' ve listed t he books and documents you reco!ll!:lande d 
and will follow them up when I come t o Helifax. 
That will be abou.t July 16t h . I pl an to s pend a week 
i n research , do a bit of br OPdcas ting and recordi ng 
for the CBC, t hen t ake off for Li verpool with Mother 
and sister Nell i e , who is c oming up fro:n Al abama with 
her yo,mgsters . tfe have booked a cot tnge a t the beach 
for t he le s t week i n July a nd the whole f amily wi ll 
go there , lea ving me a week ' s s olitude at h ome i n 
which t o wor k out the lines of a l ot f or my book . 

'l'hnt will be suffici en t , I think, fo r my pur poses; 
l ' 11 no lover of a cas t - i r on .plot , prefer to let a 
tal e develop out of char a cter and situ.a ti on, t he on l y 
decent way t o get t he br eath of li fe i nto 1 t. 

The fi r st bat ch of galleys f or uTamoour" have 
co,e and I 1r.i cor rec ti ng t hem fo r the printer. No 
set date f or publicati on , p robabl y abou t the mi ddle 
of Octo·bor . /.m looking f ontard t o Andy 1 s "Ttllahassee" ; 
he showed me the dumoy and it looks like o gr ea t job. 

Love t o Ol gR, 



r 

Wyer, -7?. /. 
~, ;g-j'r.r 



October 10; 1945. 

Dear Tom: 

I phoned Burns Martin at noon today end he• 11 be glad toJt talk 
over his requiranente with Foster this evening. He doean•t intend to use 
your stories until after Christmas, so there•s no great rush; but it miejlt 
be well it a stock were placed in the De.lhousie Book Room before Christmas. 
He also suggested that he be sent a revtearer• s copy tor his Sunday Night 
Book over ClmS end to review tor the J"enuary numb er ot the Dalhou-
sie Review. ---

A. reference to Roger~ in the Teachers• Manual which I'm for-
warding under separate cover may encourage some teachers to read it. It 
should help them to take some Vital interest in the subject. The ott-print 
of "Farly Coal Mining in Nova Soot ia" is tor your reference library. 

Another llblz:t:ta thing Martin suggested is that the Haliburton Club 
make you a Fellow. I told him that I thought you would be pleased as you 
are a great admirer of Haliburton end that you might even consent to go tb.rau.t, 
the necessary seremony which will do8btlesa involve a speech ot some sort. 
I'm prolmbly not suppcsed to mention this to you; but it the ceremony came 
ott some Saturday night ( Haliburton always meets then ) in November, you 
might be able to kill two or three birds on one trip. I'm not referring to 
the Historical Society - I passed on your regrets there - but to any business 
that Foster he.a in mind tor you. It you could let me DllU know what week-
end in Novanber you'll be here, I'll see if' we can't arrange to have a Hali-
burton meeting then. 

Also let me know it you want any publicity tor the Cobb House. I'm 
sure that a radio appeal ( and I could probably say something as well as Ber-
rett ) would bring in a considerable amount. 

Olga is writing our "bread and butter" letter ~t least I can 
Say unotticially that we both had a completely good time and that we feel 
much indebted to the kindness end hospitality of Edi th and yourself and 
particularly to Edith's tine cooking. 

Best regards to Edith and you and remanber us to Frances and Tom, 



October 12 t h , 1945 . 

Deer Ji~, 

Than.lcn fo r your letter and for the negot1 11.t1 on.s w1 th 'artin . 
I warneo. C:..eore;e t ha t none of this h l!IOt ,riel f or hh fira 1s publicity , 
and he qi.lite e.greed. lfex t ye~ , if- as- and- when t he boot: h.Pa been ~do:_:, ted 
and ~~ed foi- !IO"'lf' t1"11e , Pnd t e fact h COl"l"lon lm.n•le,.,.!9"• he,.el'lbou.h , I 
think it. would be a lright for M.&. S . to H . 

A f ellow-ahip in Bo.libu:rton would be an honour indeed . a t don t he 
11 necessary certt!llonr' involTe l You mention a. speech of eoT11e sort . 
I could come to Halifax on th week- ea.d i·ov . 17 - 18th . (}eorgs J'os t er asked 

J;11te what I t ho'lll(ht of nn a.,1.t ogra_'"Jhing ;,a.rt7 this yeIJr . ~.11 , I 1Te never 
quite likeo. the thin«s , e.n it aee.s to l'lle that repeated too freq,Le1\tl7 
tJ1.e;r • i c;h t eas ily beco11.e ridicu.lou.a . So I sa.i d No . ~t I did agree to go 

u._p to Hal1 f&1 about the thA book A.)peared, and autograph a n'.lll.ber of 
copie1 tor t )b bookaellers i n pr ivate and wi llout any- :fanfare. 

On the antter of t ha Cobb Hou••• I t hink we 1d better bi de a wee . At thh 
ti•• of 7e~.r there a.r• so IIISl\Y appeals for funds . I think perha ,a next 
spring ,rould be t he best ti•e . 1 ' 11 con&ult th.e o.c . Hh toricll-1 Soc iet7 
atmbers · i n the ae11.n t1me and let you loiow the result . '1Jyf the wq, l"oshr 
tell• •• I Ml i n b::!d odol' wi t h Cmrs for broAdcastinc ... o f r equently" 
( twice !) fro111 r J CJt . ~t 18 rea l ly' ciawing t here , I t h ink, is rq 
refusal to let 11111 :Borr ett use one or two ot ,.,. t ale• in hh boob . He 
aade ae a Tery delicate 1>roposi t ion and I told hi• n ~tly thllt I ke-::,t a ll 
rights to JV s tories i n IIY' own NIJ\da and ' i n t he hands of ,q regular pu.b-
lhhers u a aatter of tttr i ct ?()liCy . Xnowing hh propensities I deeaed 
1t wise to aa.ke t his clef! r , hlld Dill is shrewd enough to Jeno"' whR.t ,,,. , in 
llY' 11.i nd - - that he h , 1r no t a p i r a te , e yr i va.teer who u i h very close 
to the letter of his letter- of- rui.rque . 

Th.!!.nks for the r adio manual - - I shllll lis ten in " b enever I ge t a 
chs.n.ce . And t h rues tor the most inter esting off in t of "Xe.rl.J' Coal 
lt.i .ning in lfova Seotia" . lfhich will be a moa t useful reference . 
You mi ght add to y ou notes the enclosed items . which forn:ed t he bash 
of certain ata.te, enta in .,lloger 11 r-et ard.ing the coa l bus i nesa of that ti11e . 
Du.L as ;you poi nt out . coal • ini.n« in llova Scotia. Jraa not h1:x,rtt;nt u an 

until After the ,~erican Revolution . 

I spent. yestertlay hunting wi th Gordon on t h\;/ 11 outh- wes t side of LA.ke 
Hon i gnol . 1io luck, but t n.e foliage Along t he broob and l aJces h reward 
enough . e had to paddl e be.ck to Indil'.n Gp-.rdens -- aever a l 1111lea - in 
a north- west gale and very rough water . to.ich- ~ d- go 11.t times ; a g ood 
thine we h£dn 1t s hot A deer , t~r that much extr E1 1h>i e;ht ,ro.:Ud haTe awa,nped 
us . However, a l l ' s well th.at ends wel l , and l"e eot a thrill out o f it , 
which h &lwaya wor t h 110::ietlling . If I should d ie out o:f my bed. it will 
be in a canoe somewhere 8Jlongst the l akes up-river . 

Cheerio , 



Halifax, N.s. 
October 24, 1945 

Thanks for your letter and the ~ormation on early coal mining 
"II. and the dook-ysrd at Halifox. 

) 
Delighted to hear that you will be 1n town on week-end of Nov. 

17-18. The Haliburton Club will confer its Fellowship on you at that time. l The ceremony is not elaborate. Annolmcement ot intention was made last 
Saturday night ( after I told Martin privately tha.t you would not decline 

~
• the honour ) and a at the meeting on Nov. 17, I shall make the proposal 

· j end it will be seconded by en under-graduate :m.e:lli)e.r of the club. The motion l • will be put to the Club and instead ot voting e~eyone will approve by 
Q.J t clapping, whereupon you stand up and make a sppech ot acceptance. AB far { t as I know, no scroll will be presented; but your neme rill be added to the 
, · , Club's list of distinguished fellows. I feel there shop.ld be a piece of 

parchment involved 1n this and intend to press tor it later on - so you 
;)_ may receive one belatedly. 

j .) t) I tear that our Haliburton affair mi: won't compete with the 
l { recent show put on at Dalhousie when President Kerr gave his welcoming 
, '\.., t e.ddresa to the students. The Gym was packed when Dr. Kerr went to the 

~ , \.~ platform and announced that first or all they would hear tran the Chair-. 4 man of the Board of Governors, Colonel Laurie, a well-brushed military 
j \. { ' gentlemen who speaks with a great deal of heartiness and old school tie 

\.... spirit. Ille Colonel was scarcely well begun, when up on the stage wandered l' 'x "-. N' three little dogs, white, black and brown. At first to show their resps,ct, u these 11 ttle rascals encircled Laurie end then sat down around him and 
looked up to drink in his words of wisdoiP. Either he was too nervous or 

J · too dignified to notice them and as they made no noise whatever he went r.:i on and on until his canine listeners became bored and moved over to ona 
1 side of the stage where, in full. vievr ot the audience, the black one after J ~\ a little difficulty got on top of the white one and went to it with a vim 

". and vigor and impressed everyone,• including the 1mm bl'Own one who sat i \... 1 ",!, close by watching with his head cocked on one side. The Colonel, now 
:.) ,......._ entering upon the most serious part of his_pddreas, looked puzzled when 

the :troom was swept by titters and suppres,Fgu.f'faws, but stout old chap, \ ;::t a~n o!!e c:~d ~:::u~;~ te::w!~ t:; ~~:11!i:-:~:w 1:!:~h an~s!h:::~:-
ed until finally m.yatarious hands from beind the stage wrtain Ja]DIDlli -7 
pounced upon the offenders. Can ycu imagine anything quite so ridiculous. 
The campus has been l'OCking with lawrlter ever since. It's better than Gillis 
and his rats. ill the best to Edith, the children & yours~ fA 

,.f,, .e,,-q,r-1 
------



Dear Tom: 

Halifax, NoS• 
Novo a, 1945 

Thanks tor the copy of the Maritime quarterly. I read 
the account ot the old house with interest. 

I think that in your speech of acceptance that perhaps 
the most gracious thing you can do is to pay your personal tribute 
to Haliburton and to suggest any way in which he may have inspired 
you. Roberts was a professor, but neTer a student, at King's• While 
he lived aW.,indsor he often had C8l."tllail as his house. But Carman, like 
himsel:t, 1IU!8, graduatef of U.N.B. 

However, Roberts was once President ot the Haliburton Club 
end he was e.lao a Fellow. 

So tar only eight men P.ve been made l!'ellOWBo You'll be 
the ninth on the list. 

Andy tells me he has persuaded you to speak to the Commercial 
Club., SO I'm looking forward to hearing you at least twice this trip. 

On Sunday evening, the 18th, we• d like to l:lave you at the 
house. We're inviting Professor B9]."!l8 Martin { President ot the Hali-
burton Club ) end his wite, end Professor Mowat and his wife end, of 
course, the Merkels. 

I'm taking it tor granted that you'll be staying as you always 
do with your Mother; but it by any chance she is not in the city, we'll 
have a bed tor you. .And that goes for every time you come in and find 
your Mother away, 

Too bad about the Cobb House, Can anything be done? 

OUr very best wishes to Edith, the children end Yourself. 



Dear Tom: 

Halifax, N.S., 
Nov. 21, 1945. 

My phone call to the Chronicle had en unexpected result 
or probably, to be exact, had~- I called Fraser, but he 
was out and Berton Robinson answered. I pointed out that no re-
port had been published about your Fellowship and said that this 
seemed strange in view of the enthusiasm expressed by Fraser and 
Bowes last week. Robinson replied that he knew nothing whatever 
about it. So I said better late than never and suggested that it 
be featured pn the literary page next Saturday with your picture 
and liberal extracts from your address. Where is the address, he 
asked, end on being told I had it, he promised to send up a re-
porter today. But today, this morning, the Chronicle has en account 
of the meeting on its back page. I'm not su~it came from, 
but I suspect that it was written by a student reporter who didn I t 
get around to sending it in until Tuesday. Possibly he had a term 
test and let his report go for a day or so. It contains several 
inaccuracies as you will have noticed. You are credited with being 
t he author of a score or so of books ( I expressed that wish, you'll 
rem.Elllber ) , but I don't expect you have any ob jection to""tiiat. The 
Herald also woke ltP this mo ming and carried your picture. I don't 
~hat happened the1re. I didn't call them. 

Our fourth estate in this city is generally speaking in a 
most lamentable state. Ef'ficilmcy, accuracy, adequate coverage, 
a sense of the significant do not even seem to be ideals of the 
local journalists. Perhaps I'm over critical, but I've had some 
unfortunate handling from than. 

What did you t hink of Professor Martin 1 a comment on your 
work - that, unlike Haliburton, you a.o• not criticize any of your 
characters? ----

Some day when you have time I wish you'd telJ/What basis of 
fact there is for your stories in Tambour. I was starting to ask you 
about than when Victor Seary interrupted us. 

That was quite a sto:rm yesterday. I hope you got home without 
trouble. It was a great pleasure seeing you again and Olga end I ap-
preciate your gifts and kindness. Bur best to Edith & the :hi~~ 

/f. ~, ur~ 
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