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Transcription of Imtarview with [lias Gladys 7ilson, June 27 1979, Springhill

<t gran'father was Jilliam Conway, e minel gold in Jalifornia in the
is grandfather camne out fran
Seotlan?, There w { i1
n

=
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1267a.  3Bown in Zurska, Pictou Jo. “he thinke hi

: 15 a nuaber of them. Her mother was born in Albion i
p hatl movel from Tureka to Jtellavton then. "ather was horn in
Albion Mines. Yer Ffather was horn in Albion Minea. In the el low,
0w of hou=e= that belonge’ to the coal company. And when they cane
to Springhill, all tho~e oll niners, they live! in those oll hou~e-
along Jueen Btreet.?
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L“he Conways woul” live in one eni, the Rlues in another, the 'ileons in
another, =tc.etc. The Loriners. The Jalls in another. 411 those families
that came. The !lurrays. All livel in company hou=es to =tart out with.
At that time theve were only six houses--no company rows then.,
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Paulss hey were all stinking Liberale,®
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"'y granifather used to have pictures o Jharle= Tupoer nanging in hi=s
(=3 4 L P { o

3
hall'--Mr, Conway.

Mr. Sonway usel to work with 3ir Cha-les Tupper in election campaligns.,
sonways on her mother's side; father's side came 1276.
coal miners “rom ictou CZo.

grandfather and grandnother came over from iwilmarmock, “cotland,
in 1753, one. decile? to come to ‘ana?a 1373. ~ettle? Tirst in
Port “orien or Alhion !iines--livel in hoth nlaces.

"In tho=edays you movel where the work was. If one place went on strike,
you move?l to the other.'
1er fathe» was born in 1357,

b—_—

ooy in the world had as nice a grandaother and granifather as they hal.
Lonway--my mother's mneople.

somway conli grow anything. sonway hal a little log that J.3.Jowans, the
superintendent, gave him--a little brown and white terrier, of all things he
called him 'Pansy'.

Conway did everything in a heavy way. Thorough in everything. devoted reader
of the llontreal Star, the Jlali®ax lerald, liaclean's .lagazine. Grandlather

Wwas a very strong Conservative. letter from Charles Tupper.
ne wasa Pvesbyterian. David «right was in the house a lot.

Paper written hy Jilliam Conway on the Alscovery of ¥o.2.

at one time John An‘erson owned all the land off Main Street, from botton
to top. gave lani to Tt.Andrew'sa.

Lshe has lovely paravanic snots of Springhill |.
goes all the way back to the 1

17

Usel to be Italians came around in the summer with verforming bears. Cet thenm
in the big gquare in front of the post office. perforning hears.

All the kids turned out on that day to see the bear. come once a year,
has a photo of i/illian Conway.

grandpa dled--February. died of heartbreak? 1917.



he look after cables. You learnedl this on the job--no formal apprenticeship.
Very much blike blacksmith work.

hal a system, though, with helpers and handing on the Jjob to themn.

they Judged you--Tor advancement from one Jjob to another.

Lcomplex process of bargaiiningj.

--Trom trapper he became a trﬁ? runner, a vottomer.
A bottomer protects all the coal cars coming into the slope, and then breaks
it up in rakes.

1

--tje bottomer makes up the rakss.
--two or three bottoms going.
pay as a bottomer: as a trip-runner: a trip runner got an extra l5c.

'You never got any great amount Lof an increaqej. IT you camne to a bottomer
or a trapper to an oiler or a lamp carrier or whatever it might e, then you
increased 19 or 1l5c.'

--this means steps up are very gradual--these are the jobs next to the bottom.

accorling toyour skill, in other words.
quite a ladder of Jobs.'You started as a boy an:! ended up as a boy.'
--when old miners retired to become boys, they kept a hggher rate.

'"People lived in the mine and died in the nine, and probably right tomorrow
if I wanted a Job anl they =said, 'Jould you like a job', I woddn't hesitate
to go back to the mine.

--Just another day's work--going underground i= a very different world.
'"hey tried to get One Big Union at one time, Robb, but it didn't work.
So UMW came in after the big strike in Springhill.’

he never left home, but always remained with his parents right until they
passed away.

he loved spors--started out as a boxer, then went into basehall and

liked it. Was president and manager of the Springhill Iron Dukes from 1933
to 1940. won three llaritine titles.

1941, 42 was manager of Springhill Tencebusters. won 1945 N.3.-llaritime
Championship. The last time 3pringhill won a championship.

formed a group of Square Jancers called the Uoal Dusters, because everywiere
a Springhiller went, they 'd say, "Take the coal Aust out of your eyes, take
the coal dust out of your eyes.”

loves, loves to lance.
hockey not prevalent in the modern tinme...
very strict Irish priest--he didn't beat children, but he did have a swagger

stick. poke you in the ribs--"You can do better than this."

41l the Zathlics loved to go to the Orange picnics. "They were really treated
nice, the hospitality for them was perfect. Anjd we enjoyed them."

--one of leading catholics was a caller--they'd put a sash on him for the
celebrations.

Father Doody made a Jonation to the Orange Order. for thelr celebrations.
not all "rench families are Libkeral, he says.

I started out living in a tent. Then moved in with one of his friends.

he 714 not start out living in a tent--this is an example of pillicxing.

Royal Owier of Buffaloes. faithful menber.

left in 1920s Auring the strike--went to Ontario. worke?l in MNew Liskeard.
'If you lived in Springhlll for any number of years, you'll always come
hack.,'
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Transcription of Interview with Gladys /ilson.

HER uncle Bill and her father cut out a solid block of coal for the
Halifax exhibition, msust have been from No.l?

father worke? in the coal mine uhtil 1335.
had small business on Hain Street.

bought from Dr.Cove a piece of prpperty further up ilain Strest,

1798, fathe- 1decided to snlarge the builling. built the largest business
in town, in it h2 carrle’ everything, hariware, grocerie=, millinery,
vy ools by the yar?, women'= clothing, he had all kini= of notions,
Mt no coemastic~. Mot~ and shoes and men's Mirnishings.

un=tairs over the mil'ing he ha’d offices. used as loctor's offices.

wentieth-Jentury Club ha” room=s *here. 1 =ocial club. pool table, =ort of
A mezting nlane. use? to have lances at the Twentisth-Century Cludb too.

"It really wa= the nrominent dance hall in the town at that time.'

father nade a falrly gool living out of tie =store. allule= to circumstances
whlch kept her father making nore noney--a nartne» wio wa=n't honest?

'Ch, that was hard

L on buminexs'--comment on =trikes. 'Je had a bad one in
n

19274, ... 1laste? ~ix non+“q....I+ ~ine ! =ome of thiz misinesses in town L refefring
to ~trike of 1979- ll\....‘ilcor'c store--woulin't be any talng other than
croice article. high grade of everything. 'He hal a lot credit.!

--went on 2 cash basis but the strikes forced him of€ it.

-pcontinued on in business until 1933, waen he became 11l with arthritis.
--two =on~, James and /illian, carried on the hisiness.
--lle? January, 1950, he would have been 93 in August of ¢t 11t vear,

N

--loved to Tish: went away to the llaccan River and Tishel trout, all during
the =wmer nonths.

e w2asn't mayor but hi~ brother was mayor for 24 yearn.
Ner grandfather Qonway was nayor, in 1396. ut in the next year he was lefeatel
by her uncle Sanly Jilson.
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Jonway: he was a flery aayor....

Cowans parriel the daugher of llr=. John Ancferson. She was a Jouglas.

1.00 you wenmember r, Towans?

'Oh, Inlee? I o, I remember hin. I was a little glrl, Tow classy I uce? to
thin he was! iz alvays ha'l horses--he hal race h orse~,...' o onene’l the
Victoria Driving Park,...'

--214h of lay the be;ginning of Racing Sea-on.

--1lst o7 July, Labour Day. 3aturiaye= or lays in between. hor-e races.

2 usel to come out in the winter time with a beautiful re? tOnqu_7 and

a lovely fast horse with a lot of jingly bells on it, all ~hine]l up--hrass,
~ilvaz, glintlué. He would have a raccoon coat on, ani a fur hat. And I >emember
he always ha? woolin his ears....0h, we hal some clas=y people then.

L bzber--Jack Coon. he always had a cla=sy rig, blaclz wagon with rubber tirel
wheels and a black horse. livery =table owne! Dy liram Clenienning. nis wife
was a very ‘lre<sy woman. She 21lways lrove a nice tean. ulendenning became the
keeper of the company's hor=es. Conmpany hal big horse=, heavy horses.

Usel then for trucking lunber.'

{7ar there 2 'fashionabls element' in town? A.Oh, inleed there was....
on Jowans: 'Me ildn't mingle a great Jeal with Springhill people.’

'fe was a stranger when he came here....he came f-on uont:eal I think.
an? nis wife was a Springhill woman, she was well-liked. And tney had
children. An?l they were relatel to Dr.3utherland because 7.3utherland' ~
wife was !Mr=, Cowans' sister. She was a very nice woman. The was ny first
teacher in ~khool....'

--Cowans was Jonservative.

112



aer grandfather very close to C.l.Cahan,

up In her gran“iother's attl
Tograntaother's attic they usedl to st I
>t used t¢ Oore banners t SG
Cahan and Tupper b e

-~ lowana mea”d + ¢ 3
~owans wset *o entertain, but nostly mine officia 1s Tron elsewhere
J R I G e & RESICRACHN

N

T T
T-nCheots were very strong Presbrier ‘ !
2y strong Precbyterians, more the Mok )
T n ¢ ¥ 1ans, nore the 'Mackhone! of the chuxrch
"Our first dentict wan
old foot-1rill, a 1
in it. pain of A4ril

stry in those lays was something. an
fice. little #vy with a nunbe- of irills

t . P £ <A )

; betb}“? out of school--later than when the war 2aks o
i 0bably means that she wasas fa- as g1.1L. no gd.12.)
no quite that ol4), A

‘trapping was a common thing then.'
went up to Tuelph in 1930 anid +ook househol.? science

she never r‘rot a chance +o use her household science caree

-
Tl e

Mis= Ullson--her mother's father--was Jilliam Conway.
rn in Zureka, ’ictou Zo., and his father before hia was born there.
=t11ll relatives in Eureka.

Don't now wnhere they cane from--they may have comes “rom Glasgow, and they

may have bheen mining people.

~stories of his coming to Springhill: He anid lir, illian HallyxxRaex ani
iir. John Anﬂer%on the first postmas ter, came ahout the =same tiane. ..v. John Anlers
was born in Scotland. le lived at the ovotton of .lain Ttreet on the =ite of

2

what is now the ﬂu”lln” clubd. They 11 camne, anong others, to Springnill
together. There were the 3lues, the Lorimers, and ths Conways, and the .ilsons,
the Halls, and the ZSimpson-=. ;ounling families of Springhill. uvl“l“ all
Pictou Co. =ettlers--the esarly settlers. iliostly from e qtv1‘la ant Ztellarton.

Lorimers came from Jestville., Vilsonz came from Stellarton, althougn they had
cone out from @:o%lﬁn? in 1853 from ¥ilmarnock, Scotl:

and. Zonways ca
Al

_fron ° co+‘“n‘j before that, granlaother lonway was a Coathill, her father
was brought out bv Terguson Industries in cictou to “o cabinet work on the
ships. HYCPP+IONQ;1Y Tine cabinet :1{0“—-;i%s 4ilnon =till haz a ©
by im. L 'oesn't know when, but it nust have been cometiie in 1330s. her

, . 7
granimother was bom in 1839 in ﬁlCuOu-”

anine opened 1273. granifather came in 1372, Jillianm 'fall came as nanage.s
and #randlather Conway came as underground manager.

mackground of William Mall: bellevel to be Scottish

o . . A
ELathe:ons weve one of the first mining fanil le"‘.

‘ p"l“u_lthe” Jonway ! lle was, in those lags...they woull have little strikes

| the hoys |, 0“* crandfather was going dowm the mine on his cane--he was a
Vo“y tall man, rover six Teet, and he had been caught by the rake and
dragged and aoctors in those lays weren't too knowlelzeable. Anil they thought
his hip was out of joint--" Aoctors pulle! his hip out, it wasn'® out of

Jjoint, it was broken. Always walked with 2 bit of a limp after that. '...and !
was golng Jown the mine one day and he met a pack of ou.;ste:s

yours hoys coming un, In those 7ays the Doys went
ent to the n‘ when he was ﬂig}

j,faw*g. Hy f“,l*,f.x 2 e .
"Thera are you going'? OF ~our =gl a fauw wo“’~ as 2'Jectiva~ with
11 ~trike.,' And ne ~al’, 'Oh n

L
it.  Andl they =l
A
T AN '
a2 then mack to work.That's
-

. ]
not!' And he raised hi-~ cane

they settle’ They 1in't have any union=. Zutb
man .

--nentions loving cup, latel 1826, siven to lonway v the niner= of

Toripchill,

PIAL cenanbers Tillianm fatthews,

prandfather and Tobhert Drummond were great Triends,

WE;



corner of Drummoni and Zln--Jrunmoni's hou-=e ~till =standing;

‘1agonally across “von the neical clinic, where John J2ron lives is
3JobYy Drumnond's ol nouse.

Conway lemoted for ~ome weason or other. rinking?
Conway die? 1917

Jonway a very practical man, could Ao mything., if he wante! to huild a
Y J IS ’ v Rt
4 a

D
house, he could huild house,
in=nlate? with fawust, coul'n't “ind a Ara®t in i+,
Presthyterianian mina strons in the ikaone,

el'er in the “re=byte-ian church, granifather Lonway was leader of the
cholr in the Pre~byterian church.

“coteh pre~hyterians, very =trones anmpng early -ettlers,
noney in the first nining company? Ingli=h? thinks iliss Zilson,

72y the Dominion Joal 2o took over was "a vad lay for us,"
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