
From Captain I.S . Fr a ser 

Dear&,:~ , 

Canadian Armed Forces Headouarters 
330 McLeod St reet -
otta wa, Ontario. 

12 August , 1965 

I am writi ng you in the hop e t ha t you will be able to offer 
some informat ion con cerning t he musket ca rri ed by an ea rly French 
r egiment in Cana da in 1665 . 

We a re trying to establish details with respect to the repre-
senta tion of the Carignan- Sallieres regiment i n the Canadi an Anned 
Forces Tattoo t o be produced across Canada in 1967 . At the moment , v,e 
are havi ng great difficulty in esta blishi ng jus t what mu sket was ca rried 
by the soldiers of t he regiment when they served in Q.uebec in 1665 . Ue 
have every desire to make our r ep r esentat ion as historically accurate a s 
possible but no one , including many sources in North .America and Europe 
can tell us pre cisely what weapon was ca rried . The thought o ccurred to 
me the other night that you might be able to cast some light on this by 
virtue of your lmowledge of Canadian hi story, and I would be most gra te-
i'ul if you could give us a line either on the ,weapon carri ad or where we 
might be able to get the information . 

As you ma y lmow, we are attempting to bring a measure of 
Canadian milita ry history before the Canadian public in our Tattoo . The 
fundamental success of a venture of this t ype, as I am sure you will 
agree , depends a grea t dea l on the a bsolute a ccura cy of every a spect of 
the presentation. Hence our need to e stablish det ail with r espect to the 
musket . 

Although we have never met , our pa t h s did cross brief ly a f ew 
year s ago when you received a letter for me from t he CBC dr ama department 
and I, in turn, received one meant for you. I often wish that I could 
have delivered t hat letter persona lly , since I have a lways been a grea t 
admirer of your work and I would have been delighted to have had an 
opportunity to chat with you for a few minutes about some of your novels . 
I do hope t his request does not inconvenience you, but I could think of 
no one who would be in a better position to either give us t he intonna tion 
we require or to t e ll us where t his infonnation could be f ound . 

Yours sincerely , 

/i~-
{I.S . Fra s er) 

Captain 
Producer 

The Canadian Ann.ad Forces Tattoo . 



Captain I . S.Frasor, 
Canadian Armed Forces Sq, 
J;JO l!cl<ood Sµ,eet, ottava. 

Dear Captain Fraser: 

August 16, 1965 

I 'm afraid I cannot sq v1th any auth-
ority what sort or musket was carried by the Car1gnan-Sal-
11eres Regiment in Canada 1n 1665. 

As you probably' know, the cheap and fairly reliable ( that 11, 
reliable in tiring the charge) matehlock continued in use 
until about 1 ?00, although by that. time the wheel-lock vaa 
•-on, and the tint tlinUocks had appeared about 1650. 

B. W. Bowman in bis book 1tAnt1que Guna n ( Arco Publishing Co. , 
Nev York, 1955) •"3•• • 

"B,- 16.50 certain improvecent.s , such aa combining the !lash 
pa.n cover and the fr1Hen 111.ochanism 1n one Wlit , and the 
safety teature ot the halt-lock , ga"Ye ua the flintlock , n 
modification or the snaphanee, which was to be changed but 
11 tUe until the first pat ent on the percussion method 
stter 1800 . • 

'lhua it was a period of transition 1n the art of making 
firearms , and the Carignan- Sall.1erea could haft been armed 
with matchlocks , wheel-locks or f'linUocks. M.J' 1a 
that troops posted in Canada 1n 1665 wer e moat lilcoly to 
have the oldtashioned and f amiliar matchlock. 

/j 
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