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MONDAY, JUNE 29, 1953 



MACKENZIE , SAUNDERSON , Wooo & GOODCHILD 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 

0 £0AG~ 5,5.-UNOU•SON,Q,C 

lluo .. 5. M.-c-~NZIE,O.C 

JO"N W,F.GOOOCHOLO 

Thomas H. Raddall, Esq., 
Vhi tn e7 Ha ll, 
Toronto Universit7. 

Dear Mr. Raddall& 

8 0 K ING S T REET WEST 

TORONTO I 

24th June, 1953 

This will confirm our arrangements 
this morning by which I will call f or y ou and Mrs. 
Raddall at Whitne7 Hall at eleven a.m. on Saturday, and 
t ake you up to Caledon, where we will lunch and maybe 
do some fishing. 

I think the best arrangement there-
after would be to return to my house for dinner, and 
I can then deliver you to Whitney Hall at a rea sonable 
hour, as I understand your plane goes at quarter to 
eight Sunda7 morning, Da71ight Time. 

I am arranging f'or my son Hugh and 
his wife, who were with us up the Medway last SWllller, 
to be along. 

Yours faithfully, . 
...... 

KM/V 



Dear Ken, 

Thanko tor '/Olli' little noto written f r om thfi Lord 
Nel eon. t y etatemont t.hat the Aoadiana ol eared 11 t. t,l e or no 
upland excapt f9r f'uel wol"I o. generalit .( baaed on the reporta 
of ob1ar ver1, 1rit1oh and Fronoh, or the time• Uko all gen-
ernlitiea U. could be completely f'a lee when npplled to a par-
tioul fl r aao't.ion, end your obeervat iono at T-ruro o~r t.ai nl y ehow 
tha t the },cadien11 th.or e Ill.Utt h avo oste.blidhed eorae 
diate.noo trom t h o maraheo . How~or I think i t i fl a caae of the 
axooptlon provl na the rulo . 

Governor ~rouillan, writlne; in 1701, s&i d oi' tho Aoad-
l ana, 1 '"1.e inhobltunta oloo.r small spots, but. hold lo.r ze z:rant a . • 
Mar k that the Aoodl ane bad t.h ,m been livinr; in the country noarl y 
a century . Thus , lfflen anythine adYer·•• hoppened to their mo.rah 
oult.ivntlon they 1torvsd. ( See V.urdoch Vol . l, pe.ge 240 . • in the 
autUCln ot 1698 tW:Unc ln Acodl e . Ono third of the peoplo 
had to live on tiah . ") · 

Dee Goutlno , writl~ in 1706, says, •The inhabitanta 
aee mor e than ever th1 nooeesl t.1 ther e 1• of at.te,nd1ne to t.he 
uple.nda , an.l that 1r they h ad dono ao ot tlrst. , and worked on 
thoci ae they hOVt!J dono on the marshea, they woul d be 1nooreparably 
more advanced. and would not have beon eubj90t t o the lnoons en-
i enoee th a.t hap.pan to t he l!U·ll'llhe e . • 

In 1720 ( ton y 1e re after t he '\ri tiah oonqueet.) al mos t 
the whol a of t.ho Anne:poUA Valley r emained unoleBred . 'lllere vao 
not even fl roud olone 1 t , enJ when i n ths t y ear some of the 
hnbi tante pr opooed to out a. road f.hroutth f'rom the l! lno.e merahee 
to h mopolie , th ·ririti eh rovernor torbnde l t , BU B~eot1~ that 
i t 1Aeht, be uaod t.o feolli tat e P'r enoh ottacko on t.'te tort . · 

In th i e year or 1721 (tho axaot date· le not clenr) 1 

f' nocar ene r oportad to hi t1 government, omongat otJi.er thlnee, "The 
inhobitant a ore not induet.rioue ••• •• 'Tbe inhabitant• o.re given to 
hunt11lf' and tradlnz . " 

Writing in 11,4 GoYernor Ph ilipps r oporte , • Tho pr eaent 
inhobitRTits ••• n proud, l azy, obeti na.t e und unt.raotable peopl e , 
unald lt'ul i n tho methoda of aeriouiture . '!'hey raiee ' Ua true both 
corn and cattle on ma.rah lan1a that wan ta no ol ea.r i nr; , but havo 
not in al mo1t o oontury oloared the quMtU,y of 300 aor•• of v .. ,od 
hmd. Fr om thoir oor n and c o.t tlo thoy h avo plonty ot· dUJl.C; f'or 
manure , which thoy ·me.ki:, no ueo o f J but when i t increeaos so ea :to l 
beoomo troubleaomo, then, i nst ead 01' l n.,i ni i t on thoir thoy 
eet rid of' it by r on:ovi ne their barna to another apot. " 



Philipps ' i mpre1aion e rr~ i eht, be pu t. down to 1r1t1 1ilh pre -
judi ce i f 1 t wor e not f or a1m1 l nr r oportA f r om tho French otf'ioial s 
at Quebec . Thuo ~eauharno1a and J!ooquart, r eporting t.o the Oomtc 
de i:aur epe.a i n 1745 , •The t, ce.d1on9 h ove not ext.ended thair pl on-
t e.tiono •~nco thoJ have com& under 'Jlf;lieil dominion, their houeea 
ar e wretohed wooden boxes, without oonv onienoea and without orn-
wnento, nnd acarcely containint: th~ ooat neoeeaary t\trnitureJ 
but they nr , extr~ OlJ' covotouo of s peci e . ·;t noe the aatt l omont 
of Il e Royal e tJv,y havo drawn f'roo Louiaboure , by mee.."la ot their 
t r ade i n cattl e and o.11,i the other pr ovielona, alrooBt a ll tho 
s peci e tho Ki ng annually aent out; 1 t ntwer cake3 i t a a ppenrance 
aga i n - - they nro careful to conoool i t . " 

'"'her o lo plenty or ot.,he r evidcnoo, 11rlt18h and Prooch, i t 
Jou l'funt to di e it. out . The whole piotur e l o that or a primitive 
f'ol k sottlod about tha son-stu-ehee, tivine lnreel,1 aB hunt.er e ruul 
cruziera, cloaely oon 1eoted w1 th the Indi uno by i nt er i;:ar rl o.e;e 
from the oo.rl1eot t ir.,ee . Undoubt edly her o and thor o a mor e 
ener got1o group clee.rOO eome of t h & upl and and oult1vat ad i t , 
pr obal>ly b3oouaa there wao no r ich l'l81'ehland to be r;r azed. in 
tJ101l· vici nity , or possi bly baoauee thoy oeme f rom a pnrt of 
Frru1co ldl.erc tj{U' ~h -d,Ykine wa11 unknown and upl and t'ar1._J.ne; tho 
natura l Wu.J of 11f'o . ~rtor the Expulai on tJ\o lar ge at group of' 
Acadi on r efugoee eett,100 l n Louisi ana ao you know, whore there 
va".I pl enty or rich soil to be h Ad £or the olae.r1ne aod all the 
advantagos of a warm oliroo:t.e f or oul t l vntion. Inetend they 
ahoeo to s ot tlG boAide r ai:oot a crooke and bayoue e.lone the 
where, they coul d live oasily bt fiah irllr and hUflttnr , and tthero 
to thi s d91' ttn wo rd Cajun me,ms an indolent t allow, content to 
livo fro:, da.t to day , secret.1vo, independent , dllieent i n nothi n ! 
but hi s reUrJ,ouB f'o1th . 1'ito .\cndi ,.. n r e1'ugeos who made their 

~~~~totr~:'~;.:;t!: ;::c,:~!e; 0;: ~~!;!ew~ttp~~ ~~~= 
and where oi.' nec eso1 t.r the,1 had to oloar tho at.on., up~ and und 
wor k hard at th~ f'13.',a r y . Thuo t heir deaoendanta are 1ndu striout 
and skilful ot au ch thinge a e Bhi o- oarpentry , o. di tfer ent people 
al t ogeth(:Jr , and one th1;J.t thoir onoGat.oru would £ind h ard to 
r eoogniso . 

dith Jolm• me in a ll cood wiahee . 

S1no91'&ly, 



April 23rd, 1954 

Dear Kenneth, 
The death of Angus L. was a blow to us all. His figure was so 

much a part of the Nova Scotia scene that we had come to regard him as a nat-
ural phenomenon like Blomidon, something solid and splendid, not subject to 
mortality. I met him first about twenty-two years ago, when he was almost 
unknown outside the Dalhousie faculty and I (God knows) was unknown anywhere. 
My paper mill boss had told someone in Halifax that I knew quite a bit about 
the Norse voyages to America, and the Kiwanis Club had invited me down there 
to give a talk on the subject at one of their weekly luncheons. It was my 
first attempt at public speaking. I took along a scale model of a Norse long-
ship and a number of large pen-and-wash drawings by rrr:, friend Tom Hayhurst 
which afterwards became illustrations to my little boo!_c "The Markland Sagas.!.. 

The luncheon was the usual service-club affair, the meal., the songs, 
the reports from various committ&es recited by Jacks and Joes and Bobs, the 
tLrne going by, the audience sl.ipping away by twos and threes, the polite rem-
ainder looking at their watches, the speaker on his feet at last, and the 
quick rush for the door at the close. Of the whole crowd only two remained 
to examine the model and drawings, AnguS Macdonald and his friend 
Murray Log~ , I 1 ·11a1 1 .. i :.. But these two were keen, es!)8cially 
Angus, who remained an hour, going over the drawings of the Norse ships, the 
ruins in Greenland, the runic stone at Yarmouth etc., and shooting questions 
at me all the time. It was typical of him, the genuine interest and the native 
courtesy which forbade rushing away from even a minor speaker ·who had trav-
eled a hundred mil.es to do his stuff. 

This acquaintance became a friendship that lasted till his death. 
He was a great admirer of Joseph H<IIW"e, and in the 1.ributes appearing in the 
newspapers it was said repeatedly that he was the greatest Nova Scotian since 
Howe. This was true, but he was a greater man than Howe, having none of Howe's 
vanity and none of Howe's loose interpretation of virtue in his private life. 
Even in public life he had the jewel of consistency which Howe was never able 
to wear. If their times had been reversed could you imagine Angus L. letting 
Charles Tupper talk him out of Repeal. and into the federal. cabinet, in a con-
versation in SOl'l\e cubby-hole in London? I can't. In the long run Confederation 
was a sound Iii:&: idea but Tupper 1 s methods were despicable, and as a man of 
honor Angus would have fought them to the last. The union of England and Scot-
land was a sound idea too, but how much better Culloden sounds in history than 
rt.unltch, say, or Vichy. 

It was good of you to mention me to Miss 0 1Reilly. She was quite 
right when she said that I had been invited several times to address Smith's 
literary luncheons, and that I had declined even though my publishers offered 
to pay the traveling expenses. Long ago when I was learning my peculiar trade 
an old writer said to me, 11Sooner or later you will have to make an important 
decision. As your writing becomes known and you achieve a certain amount of 
notoriety you will be assailed on every hand by people wanting you to get on 
your feet and talk. Never forget that your proper attitude is on the seat of 
your pants and pushing a pen . The art of· writing and the art of public speak-
ing are two very different things, and the time and thought you give to one 
nrust always be at the cost of the other. 11 

All my observation since has proved him right. A certain amount 
of public speaking is unavoidable, and when I get on my feet I do my best, but 
I'm never happy oh a platform, I ' d rat her be somewhere el.se, and even as a 
petty lion at teas and cocktail partie.J I'm a frlim failure. The posture 
requires a certain poise and glibness that I haven't got. In 146, yielding 
to the publishers 1 pleas, I made a tour whi .. li. they arranged, speaking twice 



and sometimes three or four times d day in Toronto, London, Ottiawa, Montreal 
and elsewhere. It lasted three weeks, the longest twenty-one days of rrry lif'e. 
I found the strain terrific. It wasn 1t merely the speaking, it was the fright-
ful sensation of being on exhibit all the time. I felt like Caractacus in chains 
in the streets of Rome, wondering why these people who had every means of 
entertainment at their command should wish to behold a simple savage in the 
flesh. 

The high (or low) light of rrry tour was rrry address to the Canadian Club in 
Toronto. I felt that I should not bore the Club by reading a prepared speech. 
My subject was 11 The First Canadian Navytt, dealing of course with the Nova Scotia 
privateers in the period 1775-1815, the first ships built in Canada, with 
Caruµiian money, with Canadian crews, to fight the King 1s enemies on the high 
seas. I had come armed with just a few notes to speak in an easy fashion, and 
rrry publishers had neglected to tell me that the whole thing was to be broad-
cast, and that it lmlSt be fitted exactly into the allotted time, not a second 
more or less. When I got up to speak the chairman pinned a small microphone 
on my lapel and ordered me to watch aloft for a red light, which would show me 
when to begin and exactly when to finish. Tlru.s while actually on rrry feet and 
trying to talk intelligently I had to re-arrange the entire matter in the back 
of my head and time it as I went along so as to give it a proportionate be gin-
ning, middle and end. This I managed to do, but the double strain on my wits 
killed any ease of flow or manner, and to a club accustomed to t he best of 
oratory it must have been a sad let-down. 

To a prif#.iced speaker a eequirement of this sort would have meant nothing. 
To a writer whose whole habit and training is to set dmm his i deas with leis-
ure to think them out and arrange them, it was torture. That is why the good 
extempore speaker makes a poor writer, and vice versa. Even the great Church-
ill, with his reputation for speaking and writing equal ly well, does in fact 
not hing of the sort. His good speeches are all written carefully beforehand 
and read aloud, with flourish&s. When he is called upon to make an extempore 
speech of any length he is usually terrible. The truth is that he is a first-
rate writer with a gift of elecution. Well, I'm not. Hence I decline ninety 
per cent of rrry invitations. The rest I accept because I have been asked by 
friends whom I tfan 1t refuse, or because I have a personal interest i n the group 
I am to address. As I see it, if rrry books are any good, people will buy them 
and read ·them. If they're not, I could talk myself blue in the face and it 
wouldn •t make any difference. It would be a pleasure to visit you in Toronto 
again, and with that I could even face the business at Smith 1 s, but I can't 
commit myself until I see how far I've got with nry new novel by the end of the 
SUilUner, as you will readily understand. Heanwhile E. and I hope to see you here 
for your annual breath of Nova Scot ia air. 

In suggesting 11 Plough and Gown11 for your book I had in mind your many ref-
erences to Sedgewick, of course, and I had the impression that you had spent 
your first years on a farm -- not actually ploughing but i n that milieu. Your 
mention of your father reading 11 The Foundations of Belief" reminds me of my own. 
He combined in himself the qualities of a devout churchman and a fighting sol-
dier. I still have his little Bible (with many passages underlined in penci l) 
and his prayer-book with a piece of shrapnel driven half way through it, an 
incident of t he Vimy fighting. Dear old Canon Scott gave him communion in his 
tent the ngght before the Amiens batt le in which he was killed. His officers 
and men spoke of him afterwards as a tough disciplinarian but one they could 
acfad.re (which is not always the case), and whenever I read of Cromwell's Iron-
sides I seem to see him at Naseby or some such place, in helmet and breast-
plate, having at the cavaliers and calling them Belial -- althougitiis Cornish 
ancestors actually fought on the n¢ royal side. 

All good wishes, _,, I .1 
V /Ti , 



)r,' <\,, /' ;,,.,,, I . 10· ,.,.,_L 
7 I/ ., , , , ,/11 

cllo ren : 

" arch 19 , 196J 

I ' m bled you still like "'it The ·.1.-~de ' s ':urn e.; Ot:.'."?er 
Jtorios" . I <lo, too. 1ien l re.'.ld them now they seer.:: to 
have been \ll'itten b-J so:JCi.>cuy else - $ca?lxxly with a. cuch 
better observation end :1.r,a.,--1.n:ltion (and n t:!UCh better turn 
of speech) than I at the ui;c of sixty. 

You ask aboot Wentwcrth ' s properties in :;ew Eacpshire . They 
were c'mf'iscated, as you 1-..-now , ani.l sold to v:irious "patriots• 
.for larcc sur.2 in tho depreciated paper currency of t he tWe , 
actually a.'Xllmtin:; to very little . The :Wrcest property, and 
the rost valuDbl e , was t he i::ansion at · 'oltoborous:h wit h its 
f3rmlnnd , parl< , barns, nills, coo.ch-house , stables anJ so .on . 
(See the lower half of page 314 , 11Govarnm·•s lady" , which is 
all fact . ) 

After Cabot • s death tho 'olfeborouc;h property paa ... ed t :ilrough 
various hand:, . In t he ye:;.r 1C20 Johnnie died 1n h>J.ii'ax , o.nd 
by coincidence so did "Went wortb' l!ouso 11 and variou~ other 
t hineo o.nd peopl e import-nt in his life. 

::'irst t here was t ho <loath of old Goorc;e the '?bird. Jotmnie 
died in :1a11£cx a fcr..r doyo after t he news nn-ived in the city . 
!.ater on ( in this .sru::e year) J ohrm1e • s ol collcee .rrion:l 
Dr . /imoi Cutter di ed in ,:ew H~1.mp3:1ire nt the age of 85 . Then 
t he .croat pine treo on ::amt ::lelie)Jt (rentiooed in G,L. pace 1)2) 
•,as struck oy 11.chtni.ng and com lately destroyoo . Finally, 
oo r ep . 12 , 1820. t ho groat house nt olfcborough caur;ht fire 
dttring ref(lirs and l-:as burned t o the ground . 

':'or:e pieces of t iI::bcr land 1n l,ew l'.a~hiro escaped t he notice 
or cvc.r4ice of t ho "p:i.triotn cor.r:it tees . They -e:-a.inod in tho 
c~re of Johnnie ' s oLl frien:1 John Peirce . ln 1812 , ,-nth the 
o.r;.-;.rooch of a nc:,; ~-:ar and a revival or a l l t he old hatred, 
Poirce oold oooe 0:- t his l and anJ remitted 000 or about that 
sun to CbarlC'3..;:ary \-.l>ntworth in I:ng:Wnd. Apparently, as part 
or the "cm"er" . these lands had ooon conveyed to c-:1. For 
yc.nrs after Johnnie ' s doath, C-:! r.nde spa:JmOdic efforts t o 
get r:.ooey t:or the rcminin& l=ds 1n ./ew 11'>.nlpshiro , but as far 
;gs I could discover nothini::; came of t horn, 

.~&znrdin.; "Blind : ac::air" • Potatoes used to ccne by schcxmer 
fron PZI to varioos ports in !\ov.:i f.cot1.a . ir.ch:dini; Liverpool 
and r~ort !iedway in l'l'O" am t ll'.c . " ;hardstown" is o. description 
of Port :•'.edt:o.y as it was in the early 1930' s , a once busy 
sfdppine villace dyinc; on its feet . The ez-avcyard there and tho 
one at •·111 Villace , u~. t he river·. were filled wit h t a:ibstonc:J 
of byi;one co.ptaina anl sailors . rany of thee w1 t h !lcotch nar::ca 
t hnt hav vaniahod fran t ti.e county . This gnve r.:e t :10 idea. of 
auc:, a plo.co (w:rl.ch night have been anywhcr-- in Lov.:i Scotia) 
a:; t he settin,:; for .Jl ind ·ac:;air . Tho ooni s and b.illads 1 

J' 



quote in the story were &Ctual.Jy collected in the -thy of 
a Liverpool ahipyc.rd in the 1870' s and 1880 1s - a notebook 
filled Wit h variouo scrawl.D , evidently of t he mon who sang 
ttem, o.nl pr-eserved in t..lY.l fn!!l.1.ly of t be shipyard c:.mer . 

Ycu rui:. , by 1872? And why did Blind 1:ac::a1r come ha::,e by 
way of PEI7 In t he f irst pl.ace, Pacr:air had put 1n ten 
y€Grs • \ol'al':klering since he went to tho Arrerie:1n war . t'here 
would he ,,onder? Obviously up t he llississippi with the stcw,-
boats . like oo r-.:iny routherr. outcast.a of the war . Only, instead 
or turnin;: ucros:s t he plains , as so r.-any of the"e l!leJ'l did , · 
!"acl:c.ir (as I pictu.rod hi.?1) followe 1 a slc::iH honin.., instinct , 
tur ning away from !'innoopolls tcr...ards t he Great Lakes , and t hen 
tNlkin: his way t hrouch "Upper CanRda" and ~bee . This took o. 
lon3 tir:c for a blind ron who (like Ton,y Tucker) had to sing 
for h1s supper wherever he ,,:ent, aro ouch Fall had to find a 
hoopitnble spot b uhich to i,pond the wi"ltcr. I pictured 
him cettin:::: as far as PEI , arrl then firxliJig a schooner loo.dinz 
cpucb fa;: ports in .;ova SCotio. includin::; "Shardstcx-m" . 

flt t 11e pres ent ti.'18 I'~ workine; oo a nor..i oditlon or "Ealifax. 
,. nrdc-n of The ?:orth" • to be published next ye::ir . In tho years 
oinco I wrote t!ie fir:rt edition (1948) the i;rwth end chon~e 
or t he c it -1 h.lvo been f'antastic . The di.fi'iculty i s t o describe 
all this ,:ithout rJ3k1n:! it soun..l like a re.'U~state-dovoloµnent 
catalogue . Also. thcoe changes aff ect earlier portions o " 
the book i.."1 various wo.ya . ?or exampl e my description of' t he 
pooco cerot'IJlzy' with tho Indians a1..., the .Governor ' s earden 
beside $pring Garden Rood" • • • • • "the stone County C<Xlrthoose 
no:, st.Ands beside t he spot" . I ' n told t hat the old courthouse 
lo to be torn dam soon . to r.oke way f or another oxteosi.an of 
t:10 Tech,,'"lical Colloc:o . The new courthouse will be built 
further downtom, per haps on th'J: waterfront. where a lot or 
ol d shnns a re boing ~led dom . 

r . joins me in cheers and gooJ wishes . 



October 26, 1964 

Hello Xen: 

, Doopite :fOlll' sC<1e,mat pessimistic final paragraph 

I 'm glad to hail you as one very much in the lrud ot the 

living. Late:t;, I have beon chocking over the printers ' 

gallc;r proof's tor tho new edition of "Halifax, W'arden ot the 

North". Production has been hEt1;'1 up by one damned thinct 

after another . The book vas supposed to ccne cut last spring. 

1hen it -was discowred that the original plates for the 

illustraUons had been de8troyed long- a.go, and there was 
drew 

a dospomte hunt to tind Meckq, who JSi:1111 some of them, and 

had copies made of the rest . In the sixtoen years that had 

pusa<I s ince I 'Wl'Ote the N.rst edi tion a lot of things had 

changed - including l!ackql H"'"'~r, all that hos been 

1ro:nod out, and the book will oooie cut in tho spring of 065. 

Heam,hile I •m still. working away at a novel drawn 1n 

Halifax during the Napoleonic Wars, and involving amongst 

other people the r.c1;abs of' Mc!Jab' a Ial.ancl and 4 French pris-
\ 

oner at l'..,lville I sland. I finished the research for it in 

•6::,. The rest is a maf.:ter or creation, vhich doesn' t come 

as freelg as 1 t did ewn ten years ago ~ nor can I work f'U'toen 

hours a d93, as I did for months on end 1n my early writing 

years. Tempus fugit dammit. 

Keep heart.¥ I 

Kenneth l!ackensie, Esq. 


	MS-2-202_43_43_001
	MS-2-202_43_43_002
	MS-2-202_43_43_003
	MS-2-202_43_43_004
	MS-2-202_43_43_005
	MS-2-202_43_43_006
	MS-2-202_43_43_007
	MS-2-202_43_43_008
	MS-2-202_43_43_009
	MS-2-202_43_43_010

