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Letter to Professor C.L,Bennet, Dalhousie. Jan,4,1948 

Dear Ben. 

I 1m so glad you found the tales enjoyable on re-reading them --
always the acid test. You will note the difference in approach between 
the tales contributed to Blackwood 1s and those to .American magazines. 
The Americans abhor "atmosphere" and worship 11 plot11 , hence the writer in 
the American market must work in his atmosphere and characterization 
adroitly with a minimum of words, giving all poss ihle space to his plot. 

English editors, especially Blackwood 1s, permit - - indeed encourage --
s. more leisurely approach to the action of a tale. The difference between 
the two is the d i.ffer~nce between a destroyer e.nd. a sq-.iar(;:?ll'igged sailing , 
ship, With the destroyer you are left in no doubt from start to f'inish 
about the machinery of propulsion, for your Tehicle is simply a sleek 
hull enclosing tbe engine - - it is practically all engine. 

On the other band your sailing ship has greater beam. it is more 
bluff in the bow, and there rhes from it a large and tenuous structure 
of spars, ropes and fabric, each fragile, each giving its bit of strength 
and beauty to the whole, each placed with care to catah its bit of the 
invisible force which moves the thing along. 

Ea.ch method has its own strength and beauty, properly done, and I 
found it refreshing and interesting to turn from one to the other while 
striving always for those qualities. Of course my tales are a compromise 
between the extremes -- the A merica.n editors permitted me a good deal 
more characterization and atmpsphere tha\n they customarily allow --
o.nd in my Blackwood tales I never lost sight of rey- prime object, which 
was to tell a story. 

However in the 11 Larrabee 11 saga I took advantage of Blackwood 's 
greater latitude to introduce a good deal of 18th century minutae, not 
merely for the sake of atmosphere but for the ulterior purpose of giving 
trans-Atlantic readers a picture of Nova Scotia in colonial days. Thus 
in one saase the 11 Larrabee11 ts.lea are ree.lly a series of historical tracts. 

Cheero 



Dear Pen , 

You mq remeaber aa!ne tin:e ago when you and l were talking 
about kchie Ilse Teehan and hle work , J.a you k:no1r, aoet of Archie ' • 
books haTe been out of print for sou Uae. No" bis (and 1117) Oanadian 
pa.'blhhera , KcC19lland & Stewart, baYe decided \o 'brin,; out a Tolu.•• 
of a elected work, 11and after consul tatlon. w1 th Mrs . l{ac ~eehAn have aekad. 
•• to 11ake the eelection and write a foreword. 

I Mve ao-eed. al though I he.Te a feeling that someone like 'JY'Ouraelf who 
knew '4ac~echan personall7 •ould ba•• been. a better choice. y own 
opinion 1a thllt l!'ac·4echaa 1s true tales of the sea are hie best .-ork 
and the ueeful , for he ca:uch.t the real atr.iosJhere of t h :-> day's of 
the wooden ship at a time when it wra paning, I enjny hi• ease.ya 
but I feel that auch of his eerlier work 11 1n a at.:,le t-,o precious 
for modern •"Pureciation.. I am up to Halifex on U.,. 15th to ••• 
Yrs . · c echAJt an the subject ( she promiaes that ahe will not be " too 
difficult'', whatner tflllt .eena) , alto to see 1>->n lo!'"'cK:117 who 1s to do 
the 111ustrattona if I ha:Te ,iy "8¥ wlth the pu.blhhere . I •hall be 
lea'f'ing the city on the 18th ( S11.turd.q). I wonder if you could give 
me .9l\ hour sometime bet•i•n the 15th and 18th in which we could discun 
these iaattera , Mac'!.echan ' s work 1a •o im.JOrtant that I want to get 
other opinions , pa.rticulafrly your• , before aaking a final decision on 
the ,ror1.o- ti, ::e int:, thh 'b~ok: . 

y beat to Helene. 

Sincerely , 

Yorgive this awful typing . 1 1•n Just returned A fishin,e trip into 
the '11lds of the Roaaignol region, and aw1n,;1nr, an ax and toting a canoe 
o'f'er the portages haTe stiffened fingen and ude the11 even clwuier 
then usual. 

I 
...! .,. 

t, • 7tf' 
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Dear Tom, 

392 South Street , 
Hal 1fax, 
June 18, 1946. 

Thank you for sending a co ~y of your 1ntroduct1.oo, 
wh 1ch has been done to the K lng' e taste and ae only you 
could do tt. I marv e l at the way 1.n whlch y ou covered every 
Eide of Dr MacMechen ' s chaa:::t.e r# and interests w1.th6ut 
shift ing t he emphasis from the aea. It ls an honour to 
be quoted a nd I am happyto thlnk. that you consid e r anything 
of mine worthi..., re peat ing . If you feel that twlce on one 
page le too much of a good thing, please c onsider yourself 
free to make the last refe'f"i! e a:n ny m.ous , 'ol:; \9. B'l"o 1:,t 9,.ver 
to Lire Maclllechan (If you ke~- my na ~e, y . ~r ,p t e J 

Since you 19f 0f8r"tiJ-J18.GM's, I may perhaps lff e r to 
the number of t 1.mee that you call Mac Meehan '1Archle 11 • I am 
very glad that you ue e the na:ne, for lt g lvee the rtght touch 
but ''Arc h 1e 11 was the name fo r o nly one stde of h lm, and on 
page 3 I feel that'11IlacMechan11 was the a uth or oi.' Ult,lma Thule, 

' 1 solrlt of ... acMechan11m1Q'.h t be 11 e p l rlt o!' th e l ove r"--·---
'1Archie' s study,{table '1 _.hie etudy table 11 and 11 The 
Winnlng of 'Po pular Government 11 MacMechan at hls hlstorlcal 
bee t. I ho oe you won't think me captious or lnterfertng; 
Helene and I fe e l that we may be partly reet>onelble, for 
like most of hle puplle and aeeoc4.atee we always call him '' 
"Arch1e'1 , but ra t her aft e r the f ashi on of echool-chlldren 
wlth a nick-name fo r the teacher, to be used behind hie bac]S. 
Mrs M. always referred to hlm as 1'Archie 11 , but ·might not appree 
elate a euggeetion of undue familiarity from others • That 
le a small point, and if you ha ;>pen to a,sree I am sure that 
you will flnd better substltutlons than~those I have suggest-
ed. 

Though I have put on my .,domlnle' s s;:,ecs. and 
+aken u p my red penc il I can ftnfnothlng b ut the smallest 
t!1 1ngs to mentl on. I put them for what t h ey are worth. 
Page !5 . oaragraph 3 sentence two may po eelbly euggeet an 
amblgulty, t.e. that 1•~~eadwaters" ls not of scholarly lnt e reet . 
If thle ts so, d roo ;'.) lng the second comma and lnee rtlng 
''and'' or 1•and chiefly '' or some such, ml.Sht h e lp. mn para. one of the eame page, at the end, Helene 
euggefts ( the woma n's touch) that old lace le yellowed 
rather than yellow. 

Going back t o the end of the page (s ~rry for 
dodging about) I eu ppo ee etrlctly'1Sarto r Resartus'1 , wtthtn 
double qu"tee eh ou "ki b e tn elngle quotee. 

In th e last sentence but one,p.6., an espec ially 
lm :,ortant olaceJ there ls a suglle etion of Jlnllle or rhyming 
oun tn''tales in detail'1 that may - Jar on some eiire. 



P.S. 

P.P.S 

2. 

For ;,ara~raphlng , there are two placee where you may intend 
a dlvtslon, or where the or tnter might take tt so, that 
I th ink mti:rht ae well or better run straight on. Page 3 
beginning "the ~tfe ••. '' snd page 4, beglnntng"TQe fore-
and -afters .•. ' 

Probably you d ldntt, want that ::ort of tblng, and hoped 
for eometh lng on a ht~her plane; but I am no critic , and 
thene -correcttni:r becomes an occuoatlonal disease. 

Helene and I both feel that yoll have drawn a corn olete and 
faithful oortra tt and that you have maOO tt come alive. We 
are eure that Ure MacMecha n will be :,lea sed and I ehall write a 
and tell her how much we are pleased w lth the Job that you 
hav "" done. Helene has always been a favo urite of he r e, and 
ehe regarde me ae no more of an anti-climax than wae to be 
expected; eo ehe will expect our comments • By an odd chance 
I ran lnto Dr Sedgwick tn Toronto, and he wae deltghted to 
learn of you,r book and tte intniuctton. Others that I met 
.ere equally pleased, but no one more than myeelf or ln eo 
many waye, for Archle wae so many thtnge to me, and lt le 
comfort tng to have '1 hle work eo well commemorated .No one but 
you could ha '£ dare 1t. 

'"'elene Jolne me 1.n se nd ing beet ··1.ehee, We hope 
to see you agaln eoon. 

Yours,~ 

I ho Je you flnd my tyoeecrl pt no worse than my hand.f8mxmx 
I'm not good at the beet, but the rtbbon Jame and I cant see 
what my two flngere are hlt t tng. 

MecMechan himself would I thlnk have been most pleaeed at 
your po tnting out that he wae not a Ktpltngesaue llttle-
Erurlander. He l lked to refe:r to h lmself as a ' :,la tij 
Cari.adtan'1 • Y:iu hit exactly on anlmi;,ortant pOtnt that :~!w c~1~1!!~£: mtesed by many of the Jeople who thought they 
k.:me:xx)QtJUXJ1itii .B • 



Dt:rr 13en. ' < i'Mnk"r. for 701u• coa8T'lt.~ on. tht forewor1 . I e.asure/l tlwt I 
dldntt CP. t ch ,q "Arc ,ie., fro, you or 11elene . I he~rd it .<'I ~ood deAl 
from fie1lie who , I'S you 1tno,r , wor· e;! 1n th£- Th:,;l office end Al ways 
referred. to h i 'II by t hat D8"11"1"3; but on toq of th11.t wherever I •ve gonA , 
wMe.-er I discn11slnp; ll#;c,•echrn and hi~ work, thP n~"l~ -r:PF t1archie" . 
It see·1• to h..-.·re been h.is unherst•l !Sobriquet and I 1.lted it ~1th tl:ult 
1n 'lfind . 

I say "whoeTer I met1 • 'f.here ,-:ere so..-,e exceotiona . One wrs the 
noet i<enneth l.P.P.]it!, wM d:.· liked• . ~ . irte.,...saly nnd t'l,<1.de ?'1'.'I bone• 
About it. ~or Archie ..-11s s i iaoly 11 1,~c'lechan''. He o..,.c~ wrote a 
bitter s.ttscl~ on •rchie t>n<t hill 11 b1pPriPlhm'' 1., sO•e v~r«e CAlled 
'Professor John'' - - no d:iubt vo·1 1...-e eeen it . Leslie at the til'le wr-s 
mP'dng " li"re~t bu~inesA nf his Celtic blood , B!*-t"kin,o: G::ielic hr wlv>t 
he thoUKht w1u1 Gaelic' et tho drop of anybody's hr t 1 and tR.1!1::i"lf" ,. 
good de: l of ~'n1tlish th-ough hi~ o n. Ht: Wl'l-3 full or the wronK!'! of 
ScotlEnd and Ire]And - - narticulerly Iro;1An1 for so,11e rerzon - - An1 
11"e ?'Axed rl'ther warn over Dti Valorr. I hrd been in e. cr;hle- r.hlo on 
the terry co,ist 11t the hei ght of the 1"I'h.rouble1' in •21 - - th:, Sinn 

11in"r~. h d .,-naged in 8010e '":'ay tn cut 'bhe tri:>ns- oc ·fin tlll c,ible 
goin"! into torville 'Bay - - end ):u.d bA1-rd ~t first ha.nd ( tro111 
lrhhmen' certain details of the Si"ftn :rein t110V6'?H11nt and its 11ethor1~ 
that did not chi11e with the noble &n1 chiv~lrous pkture beln~ P,i ven 
to the world by the Irhh- AJO:ericMt :oreu . "e11ncth 'v,d thPt ;:iicture 
fir~ly 1n hh mind Pnd talk.el ll<e o. St .Patrick ' s DRv orf tor at f\tt 

A. O,l:f. dinner. All tb.h in t he yPnr o oui t.ord 1337 , mi nrl you. 
l-':,w I un<ierstand he has ~iven over poetry alt'l1t@ther and is conductinp.: 
sl'Jaf> sort of news~per called ''ffHlftA:tA ProtftstPnt'' • •,nblhlled in 
~e" York and devoted t p v iolent. and so111 tiaes acurr1Joua 1ttta.cln1 unon 
the Ro111an Catholic re ' ion in gener1< l and t:1,; Pope 1n p::rticular ! 
1hen I thi n~ of b.h " rk Rosaleenti phnse it MA.kes 11e lllUWl. though 
I feel sorry , too ; b8 hr d tbe ~ltin;,2 of a -.,oet or soflle dht1nct1on . 

I rf'n u;> to Che'>ter tiie other tiAy ~nd Md ri chnt with Vrs • 
. c f=Chfln, wbo h atflyin,r d th the llol lownye there . ~he and tht'JY •ere 

delip;hted ,;i th th~ foreword and Are ...-ery e::iger t, sea the b.,o·~ . ! ''ll 
tak1n,; the forEi1l'ord with TDe to Toronto nu:t •eek. fr,;nk]y I don 1t see 
h:>..,. 'cClelland 11.nd Ste-·nrt cfln get tile boo•~ out before the sJr1ng of 
147 and they wy not ;,t em">t it before the PU t w111T1 of 147 . Th.A pAriod 
of e. stAtion i n the nu.blhhi ~ bu_!;ineSfl i!c n-oidly lippro11chi nf": th.<>t 
•if the h,L,,A.n a:>ect s • .,,h.,.,t witn pauer quotfs end ditficultief' in the 
orintin~. bi ndin,1'" Rnd II) on . 

I all\ ml'llring so1ne correctt-,n~ in the fore,.,ord script .,,lonr: the 
lines you auegest . Thanks AgE>in. 

Sincer ely , 



1~ - A" 
// :ew f...e ...., ,I ,,_ 0.,-,~ 

/~ , & }( ~ / /~ -

/2,,.~4 "? /lLec~ '-~ 

V - = "'- )J ¼ , ,{.., :e5 
,_:., Jl,__~~. 

;V~ 1 ~/[~ 
i~ //~ 
/J.1-.v-4- ,,,,,- >Un..<. '-'~ 

i lw--u_ ;,{~ / y ~ 
l "'YL, ,, ,,/4~ 

, y?'h.. ,,:~ 
cy, ,( 4 & 

'-'~d 
;t;_ d~ s~ 1 

J k,J /1,,_,,:, > dl . 



3 
Jh,._d._ >'~ /,.,.__ ";, /ac.-Z 

....., ac..-,, 

,,& fe 

cL._~ "l---7 "'-

/1,(_ ~,; I 

-z... 

0,,-v-<.. ~ - -J ,JV-,. <./4 ,! i 

, ~L~4; a-, c-vvq-

--'/ 
c/ <-Ji ~ /~ 

1,.,--.. ' /~ /4 /4.v, It, "~ "-,, 

I.: ,;~ a.;7~ /ta,( 

1~ A.-,..(_ /~ 

t.-Vv?= w,L 

I /u, · 
/1~ 
/a,~ 

} tt-~df 
It-~ / ~ 

"- ~<1/~ 

>fa? c.e; . / 

?4 0 · 

4-40-..T ;/ 







l-

k Ai'W\ t,.. ~t., . 

WJ L l I I 

:-, c,;,...~ \J'\ h, H~ 
J j, l>u-- ' 

K~I~ h ()µ 
~~,:;, ~h '(/5)"-

i ltw-<._ /µ{~ 

fv,~/\fi'-f~ "' (J-~ 
~Ct.-ol S . CU)_ ~-

/l?J J l~ (~ t vW-
w \ •..,.-0 \--..u,,; \,w \{,. ) 6v,l'v-,. • 

JI-- ~~,ry 
-i k~ y,"v--. f~c,:, 

3 

A f"- ~~<¥ 
th. (,.A~ JMJ CV, ;}--

e CL-, • s,,~ 
~ 1- b.v k k 

·w--e-~ ) 

J-~ . ~.i 
1 ·J- (J),) ""'-

·z µi11,;, 
u~{.A...:,e a,,, 

iv( f cJk 
k)--v,...,U J k_ 
/:J uA ~k_ v<' ;~ 
~ , .kC<4~ . 





DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, N . S. 

/k,~ ?Ur-./ 
/L 0 a (~ f I~ . 

tv.> J A(,.__, u 0 4 

k c.:.. It..,_ AR./<'/ [/??"'-<'. / 

/l_ f/,u,~:.,, c:C~ ;?Y~ . /1,,A-, /ha,krla., 

1),.,£,J f' "' r/)"! , c./J,,..d J ,,_,_ 

~)._~ I 0-,.,) --:;l. a/4o 4/~) ti. 

l,, --u-~! ald~r S,,, J 

lr} J- ()">,_ j ~) /4_ 

/4 C ~v\--. 7t tJ- jv-- # w, £ 

J ,u~ ,6 &<-- ;:.~ f 

W-,:,~ ;,.,_, a'JJvy p,~ ) 
I f A P-vc c,,ko I ,,,_.~ ) j ll_ 



1 Un,--__ "'; )~ _ ,7L.,_,_ ?,.Jc,_ 

a. y~ ~- _,,,..Jc Ac~ :..., /A.<, 

(Lw-,~ - //4,;. ._,eJ w,'// 

~'AJfl 
A,,__ /4,,.£'3/7 J /4J-
A 4 /1-)J~ 

/~ µ ,,1,/e;J 

/~ /k ;I q 

z)D ,,( c:y:,, L 7~ 11, 4-1-

j l. c,,/,u_ A Je.... 

l, t'v'-1..- ,.,.:, cl_ o-c),-vc.c/, V},_ • ;,,_..,_ 

:J_ ,_ - - / £,___ /4 4<X-·~-, "- .._,, 

/L._· ~;~/4' • 



,/)1 t/&v,.,/ 
// 4.,~,,J 
CZ,n,,,i,,J ,tr. , 

I 

Dear Ben: 

May 1J, 1966 

Shortly after ST retum f'roa that pleuant visit to 
Halifax I had a note t:rom Dr. Varma saying t.hat he was comi.ng 
to Liverpool for a. talk with and that as he had no car he 
would come by train and atq at a hotel. Naturally I replied 
suggesting a week-end at rJ hcae, and he ome and stayed over-
night with us Saturda,y-SUmq. 

After some prelimin&r,y conversation he came to hia point, or 
rather tvo points. (A) '?hat Dalhousie would like to acquire 
my mamscripta, all letters and papors referring t.o my lite 
and works, my literary award medals , 3.nd ao forth. (B) That 
he, Vanu, wished to write a book abou't- my lite and works , 
beginning next autumn. Thia, he said , vw.ld :iJamzmt involve 
a number of rl.sita here £or VlDllDd:rttw!a consultation, and he 
vould like llle to lend hia all letters, news clippings, book 
reTiews and other matters in my poaaeaaion which referred to 
hia subject. 

With regsrd to (A) I replied that I had made provision in rey 
will for all such matters to go to 'lhe Non Scotia Archina 
after my death. Ir Dalhousie viahaa to baTe them I can change 
the clause, although as tho Archiws building is on the campus 
-rq papers would be read1J..y aTailable there. 

On (B) l said I was flattered but I would have to thillk 1t over. 

I f'ound Varma personally char:,ing aJXI vory orudite; but l 
couldn 1t help wondering vb¥ a man whose special't.y 1a the Gothic 
roaance 1n J;ngland in the eighteenth century should viah to 
write a book about a li'fing writer in Canada. especial.q one 
whose work baa a diatinat 11atter-ot- tact basis, vith nothing 
Gothio about it. 

In conversation be 't.old me something of his own caroer, especially 
his years air Cairo ao::l Damascus, his adairation ot .Nasser , &rd 
so forth. He ahoved a strong biaa against the Jews 1n discussing 
Middle Eastern matters, and on this aide of the water he Wormed 
me that all the apart.ant houaos 1n Hal.itax are owned by Jews, 
and that the e~tire monq capital of Canada itselt is contr•lled 
'qp' aeYen Jews. When I protested that he vas utterl.T wrong, he 
smiled and pol1tel¥ changed the subject. 

A aan subject to such errors of judgement doe1n •t seem the sort 
ot person I •d like to ha Te as a biographer and critic. Howe Yer 
ha insisted that I 'Yisit hill tor a week-end vb.en he retuma to 
Halltax in Septeaber, and I felt I couldn ' t rotlu1e. 

Please gi Te your Yiev ot all this, which 1a ot cOUJ"se 1n 
strict contidence. 

Sincerely, 



DALHOUSIE U ERSITY 
HAL , N. S. 

DEP~ 

11 Sha\/ 1.,;r _sc -n t 
Arr.,dide , n. s . 
I.lay l :J, 1966 

Dear Ton : 

Your let t e r was waiting w:1en we rP-turned from a three 
weeks' visit to our gi rls in Eng l and . Bri efly , I understand 
your feelings, arid agree that it is better to. alte ilO i1 1 .ediate 
cor1 itr.1e::1ts. 

Va r ma is a ood 1.z.:1 in .is field . B2vc.m .as to l d me that 
Ile is working 1tL.rd vecause he a J re, iates 1Jzinu in a place 
(un l i'{e 1ndia or tl.e l'car Ea ~ ~ :1ere ti ere is scope for scho l ar -
ship . '.ihce l er _ KJ<iK s-;iM,./ t':# ':af. .1e 1·s~ ldzy and dilatory a:.·,ct starts 
things t:1::!.•~ ot. er ,eop l e have to :1elp him fL1is. . Some ')eople 
are ut o.f DY :.is efJ.'Usiv an er . Tnere is no auestion t:1at i t 
i s a bi t ::,,uch c.:t times , 1t it is partly r acia l c..nd ;-,1artly based 
on a sense of .,ro.titu,e and 0erhups of in.security . It 1 s rot al l 
windou- dressino . · -

He 1av t •. e Luti .1 pust-. to the lecture series ?.~ld produc ct 
sane flowery introductio.:s, )Ut ot:.crs did ,ost of L.e \!Orlc . 
l' ,ot sur_ ,., at wo1 ld ~a .. t ,y ' '.J·.1i10·•sie11 ,ri..ts :,'ot:r a)cr i : 
ev,n. ;,s .. ot :.entio d !t t ~s 1 1 s1...re e \'JO ld if it .ad 
one t ra ,2:1 hir,. !t \ 01 ld Je :_i t, .i g for Jul 1ot sie, ut 

tf'.ere arc .,OOJ reaso,,s for t. c .r ·l.ivP.s . (If t.. ~r once t in 
tl er-e, re ' 11 ,-,evPr ct t: e. o· t.) 

About 1,.e booh Jour life J.nd \forks, 1 1 s.y t.,at son·~one 
lon er reside .. t in C ..... na'1a U.i.th a., ,o\lled,"' of '.dstory und Jack-
round \/Ould be uetter . On the other _,and, L:e first lr ,rSqtiisite 

fo r a bo:k is sor.1eo:1e uit1 tlte tin , enerJY, c..nd desire to write i t. 
Tl1e infornatior o:ti ,1.raDs , Jews, .. nd v ..... ~adi.~n cc1pitalists is new to 
r-;e . (I work c .. iefly at hone , and see little ::if y co l leaJues except 
for Bev 1.n and Parks . ) In g,-;mera l, 1 wou l d agree v. i th your nis -
givin_1s concer,dng ,.is :;.thusiasns ..,_nd prejudic s . He leaves for 
Eno l and ;;.bout t·.-J end of t is we :h a.r:u _;oes on to India , fo r far:1ily 
reasons, in J,ugust; so ti<o.t t ,ere is tin:... .[or conside.-ation . 

I do; b t w:l.et.,er I can §et anything ,.,or specific. However, 
Bevan t.J.Ucs freely to e abou t ou r coll'3ai,jues, J.nd if he has any-
thing unuc:r ith-:or 11ea , I fe 1 sure that he \1il1 want to discuss 
it,-., I !lave see., Varr.a only to nod to fo r sor.1e time . Anythi:·.g of 
interest or assistance Liat :.ay turn up I shall pass on . 

Yours sincere l y , .. 

(\ 
,£_,,k{ ,,,.,, ,,,, ,~, I ,~, .A~J *,~ ;:;~ ; 1-~~1•,. 
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