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To: Mr. Robert Race
Director, IOI - Canada 
International Ocean Institute

Fax:+1 (902) 494 2034

Daihousie university 
Halifax, Nova Scotia

From: International Ocean Institute Fax;+356 (-) 346 502
Headquarters 
University o f  Malta 
Msida, Malta

Subject: UNEP Invitation to The Hague Meeting

Dear Robert

Thanks for transmitting the invitation from UNEP to IOI to attend the meeting 26-28 April 
2000 in The Hague. It is very good that there is such an official invitation to the IOI. I think 
it should be seen as such. It was presumably sent to you since you have maintained contact 
with the GPA Office, and since Elisabeth is there in Canada. It also shows a little bit the 
confusion which exists o f  what IOI is.

Be that as it may, I cannot, in any case attend, since I have another obligation these dates 
which I cannot break or change. Hence I consider that IOI should be represented through your 
office; but it should be emphasised that it is a representation for IOI, and not only IOI Canada. 
I leave it to you to decide whether the representation should be both Professor Mann Borgese 
and you, or only one o f  you, and if  so whom.

As regards finances Headquarters for the moment cannot pay, and certainly not for two. 
However, if  it comes to a crisis as regards finances at your end to cover this for one person, I 
will have to look into the situation when we get a bit closer, especially into April. In any case 
I consider it very important that IOI is participating.

I therefore suggest that you respond right away positively to the invitation, stating that IOI 
will be represented by Professor Mann Borgese and yourself. This can always be adjusted 
later on.
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April 7, 2000

Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd 
Director Coordinator 
UNEP-GPA Coordination Office 
The Hague, Netherlands

Dear Dr. Vanderweerd,

I have seen Dr. Kullenberg's fax letter sent to you today, and I am most enthusiastic about your 
cooperation with the Mediterranean seminar. As 1 see it, any future development of UNEP's 
Regional Seas Programme must be based on the broadened institutional framework (“Partner 
Organizations") introduced by the GPA. In other words: the GPA is the catalyst for the 
revitalization of the Regional Seas Programme; a revitalized Regional Seas Programme will be 
the catalyst for more comprehensive and integrated ocean and coastal management, at the 
regional level, which I think will be of fundamental importance in constructing a local-national- 
regional-global system of ocean governance. I do believe such a system is in the making. An 
essential new building block at the global level is the Open-ended Informal Consultative Process 
(UNICPO). Every possible effort should be made to ensure the success of this body.

We have prepared a study, which we hope wi 11 be relevant both to UNICPO and to GPA. it is a 
comparative study of 8 of the major instruments (Conventions, Agreements, Programmes) 
emanating from the UNCLOS/UNCED process. We have tried to identify the overlaps and 
elaborated some suggestions as to how to make use of these overlaps so that al these instruments 
benefit. I am sending you a copy of this study today.

I am looking forward to a long and fruitful collaboration.

With all good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

E
Professor

101 -  CANADA 1226 LeMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H 3P7 
Canada

TELEPHONE 1 902 494 1737 
FAX 1 902 494 2034

URL http://www.dal.ca/ioihfx/ 
E-MAIL ioihfx@dal.caDalhousie University

http://www.dal.ca/ioihfx/
mailto:ioihfx@dal.ca


Robert Race

From: Veerle Vandeweerd <v.vandeweerd@unep.nl>
To: Robert Race <rrace@Kilcom1.UCIS.Dal.Ca>
Cc: <o.vidal@unep.nl>; <r.droop@unep.nl>; <m.borobia@unep.nl>; Jennifer Jans <j.jans@unep.nl>
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2000 5:06 AM
Subject: Re: Expert Group Meeting

Thanks Rob, great, we also appreciated your input.
With regard to your kind invitation to lecture on the 12th of June, kindly note that I have requested Monica to present GPA 
on my behalf. She will be in contact with you. I apologize for not being able to come myself, but you will understand that 
my busy schedule does not allow me to participate.
Best regards and thanks for your efforts in making the IOI GPA cooperation effective.
Veerle

—  Original Message —
From: Robert Race
To: Veerle Vandeweerd
Cc: Gunnar Kullenberg
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2000 5:50 PM
Subject: Expert Group Meeting

Dear Veerle,

I would first of all like to thank you for inviting IOI to participate in the meetings and for the support that you 
and your staff provided. The background documentation provided was outstanding and was a critical factor 
contributing to the success of the meetings overall.

The purpose of the attached report is to provide you in writing with my understanding of what was achieved 
at the meeting with emphasis on matters directly related to IOI. I hope it is of some assistance to you.

Yours sincerely

Robert Race

mailto:v.vandeweerd@unep.nl
mailto:rrace@Kilcom1.UCIS.Dal.Ca
mailto:o.vidal@unep.nl
mailto:r.droop@unep.nl
mailto:m.borobia@unep.nl
mailto:j.jans@unep.nl
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GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

T E L E F A X  T R A N S M I S S I O N

P.O- Box 16227, 2500 BÉ The Hague, The Netherlands • Tel:+31.70.3114 460 • Facsimile:+31.70.3456 648 
To : Ms. Elisabeth Mann-Borge$e ' Date : 26 May 2000

Dr. Noel Brown
International Ocean Institute-IOI Drafter:
Halifax, Canada

Fax N° : 1-902-494-2034 GPA ref. N° ;

From: Veerle Vandeweerd   Direct tel: +31 70 311 4468
_____________ GPA Coordinator Direct email:

Subject: INVITATION TO LECTURE ON THE GPA -INTERNATIONAL OCEAN INSTITUTE - Page 1 of
TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR 2000

Dear Elisabeth and Noel,

Further to my recent email message to Robert Race, I wish to formally thank you both and IOI for the kind 
invitation and the opportunity for the GPA Coordination Office to lecture at the upcoming IOI Training 
Programme in Halifax.

The GPA Coordination Office will be represented by Monica Borobia, Programme Officer, who has already been 
in contact with Francois Bailet, Project Coordinator, Assistant Course Director.

I am pleased that this event will provide another venue for ciose cooperation between the GPA and IOI, and to 
advance capacity-building efforts required for sound ocean management.

I wish you much success with the Programme and again we appreciate the opportunity to contribute.

Best personal regards.

FAX REF

P.O. Box 16227. 2500 BË. Thfi Hanna THp> Tai- t r\ * aaa aci\ . Ai
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June 27, 2000

Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd 
Director Coordinator 
UNEP-GPA Coordination Office 
The Hague, Netherlands 
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Dear Veerle,

We just had the pleasure of Ambassador Slade's visit here at Daihousie, and 1 have now sent him 
the comments and suggestions which I am attaching here. Since they very directly concern the 
GPA, 1 thought they might be of interest to you.

I was really happy w;ith the outcome of UNICPO I. It really was a good start. The Co-chairs did a 
remarkable job in consensus-building.

Your contribution was excellent, and thanks a lot for mentioning the IOI.

1 would be grateful for your reactions to these comments and suggestions.

With all good wishes,

Yours cordially

Elisabeth Mann Borgese

IOI -  CANADA 
Daihousie University

1226 LeMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H 3P7 
Canada

TELEPHONE 1 902 494 1737 
FAX 1 902 494 2034

URL http://www.dal.ca/ioihfx/ 
E-MAIL ioihfx@da!.ca

http://www.dal.ca/ioihfx/


From: UNEP/GPA Coordination Office 
To: [Expert group meeting participants]
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2000 5:18 AM
Subject: Recommendations for Decision-Making on Municipal Wastewater 

Dear colleague,
Wastewater discharges are considered one of the most significant threats to sustainable coastal 
developments worldwide. In cooperation with the World Health Organisation (WHO), UNHCS 
(Habitat) and the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), the United 
Nations Environment Programme GPA Coordination Office developed an Action Plan on 
Municipal Wastewater. This Action Plan further develops the framework, provided by the Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities 
(GPA, Washington, 1995), with regard to sewage and translates in into operational advice.

The Action Plan aims at supporting the efforts of States to address the serious public health 
problems and the degradation of coastal ecosystems that result from the disposal in coastal 
areas of inadequately treated municipal wastewater. It does so through, amongst others, the 
development of "Recommendations for Decision-Making on Municipal Wastewater" and the 
holding of regional meetings to stimulate regional and local cooperation and actions. The 
Recommendations for Decision-Making will serve as a consensus guide to local and national 
decision-makers and professionals on appropriate and environmentally sound wastewater 
management systems. It aims at setting the "standard" in the field of wastewater management. It 
contains key principles and annotated checklists of recommended practices and procedures.

I am pleased to make available to you the draft "Recommendations for Decision-Making on 
Municipal Wastewater" via our web-site: www.gpa.unep.org/documents by Tuesday 18th July 
2000. I would like to invite you to review this draft version of the Recommendations and provide 
us with your comments. You are kindly advised to download the whole document or one of the 
chapters, relevant to your field of expertise. Your comments and suggestions can be sent back to 
the e-mail address: qpa@unep.nl Re: "recommendations", preferably before the 20th of August 
2000. Attached to this message you will find the Table of Contents and the last chapter "Key 
issues and Recommendations" to provide you with a flavour of the full version of the draft 
Recommendations.

Parallel to the development of these Recommendations, we are developing a electronic Global 
Knowledge Base, providing references, detailed background information and practical 
experiences. This Knowledge base will be made available soon at the GPA Clearing-house site 
on "sewage", together with the information made available by WHO and its collaborating partners 
on this subject. You are welcome to advise us on reference documents, you deem necessary to 
be included in this Knowledge base.

It is our aim to consider your and others comments in the second half of August and to 
incorporate those in the final version. The final version of the Recommendations, in English, 
French and Spanish is planned to be ready in October 2000. It will then be printed and widely 
distributed as a major policy guide for the management of municipal wastewater. All collaborators 
and reviewers will be recognized. This global expert version of the guide will form the basis of 
review discussions at the regional level with a wide variation of stakeholders, including national 
and local experts, representatives from non-governmental organisations, the private sector, 
professional organizations, international financial institutions, potential donors and other 
stakeholders. Regional annexes to the Recommendations will be developed as required, to 
reflect common views of stakeholders. The results of these regional meetings will be presented at 
the first Intergovernmental Review of the GPA in 2001 and the Recommendations for Decision- 
Making will be submitted for political endorsement.

http://www.gpa.unep.org/documents
mailto:qpa@unep.nl


I would appreciate receiving all your comments and suggestions with regard to the draft 
Recommendations for Decision-Making on Municipal Wastewater. Especially, I would like to invite 
you to consider the following questions:

1.. Do you think these Recommendations for Decision-Making are useful for decision-makers at 
the national and municipality level? If not, what aspects are missing or should have given more 
attention?

2.. Do you have detailed comments, aimed at making the recommendations more useful and 
attractive to the target group? To assist you in giving us your comments, we haven numbered the 
lines.

I would appreciate very much if you can find the time to review this first draft of the Expert guide 
"Recommendations for Decision-Making on Municipal Wastewater" before the 20th of August. To 
ensure that this guide represents the best available global knowledge, your input is 
indispensable. Of course, we will make available to you a copy of the final version of these 
Recommendations later this year.

Yours sincerely,
Veerle Vandeweerd, Coordinator
GPA Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment from Land-based Activities.

Annex: Table of Content
Chapter 6: Key issues and recommendations
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July 28,2000

Dr. Veerle Vanderweerd 
United Nations Environment Programme 
The Hague, Netherlands 
Fax 31 70 345 6648

Dear Veerle,

Thanks very much for your letter o f 11th July/fam very happy to know that we are so much in 
agreement. Of course I also realize that we will have to do a lot of pushing to make progress 
along the lines we have in mind. However I feel encouraged by the establishment of UNICPO. 
This too seemed far away when we first proposed it (“a Committee o f the Whole of the General 
Assembly”) over three years ago; it took a lot o f pushing —  but it happened!

But it is clear that this sort o f initiative must come from the “civil society.” We cannot expect 
States to move without a certain ground swell. It is for this reason that I think that the regional 
leadership seminars we have in mind should be initiated by IOI. But there should be full 
participation of UNEP and the other UN Agencies and Programmes involved in the oceans. 
After the Mediterranean seminar in September, we should make a good work plan for the rest of 
2000 and for 2001 leading up to the GPA review meeting and beyond that to 2002.. It seems we 
will have an invitation from Brazil to have a Pacem in Maribus Conference there in May 2002, 
the main theme of which would be UNCED + 10, and that, too, should feed into the process.
That seems a reasonable time frame for planning.

Of course I am looking forward to seeing the reports of the regional UNEP work shops, with the 
summary document, as soon as possible. That should be the primary background documentation 
for our leadership seminars.

Of course I realize that GPA does not have a mandate to address IUU. All o f this, as you rightly 
put it, can only be done within the framework of a revitalized Regional Seas Programme. But the 
beautiful thing is that GPA has already created this framework, at least in theory!

I am sure we will have the occasion for some good discussions, between you and Gunnar and 
myself, to flesh out some practical details as to how to proceed.

The attachments to your letter were not the two Progress Reports o f the GPA Coordination

IO I-CAN ADA 1226 LeMarchant Street TELEPHONE 1 902 494 1737 URL http://www.dal.ca/lolhfx/
Dalhousie University Halifax NS B3H 3P7 FAX 1 902 494 2034 E-MAIL ioihfx@dal.ca

Canada

http://www.dal.ca/lolhfx/
mailto:ioihfx@dal.ca


Office, but the file o f my correspondence with you. I would be grateful if you still could send me 
the Reports.

With all good wishes,

Yours as ever,

Elisabeth Mann Borgese

CC  D 4 . (z rb
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GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

International Ocean Institute Canada 
Dalhousie University 
1226 LeMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H3P7 
CANADA

Our reference: VV/jj Date: 11"’ July 2000

Dear Elisabeth,

Thank you for sharing your letter to Ambassador Slade with us. We have as yet not received 
the draft report of the UNICPO meeting, as amended by the Co-Chairs after the meeting, and would 
appreciate it if you could send a copy to us. As you know, I fully agree with you that the regional seas 
could provide the integrated institutional framework to bring all relevant regional actions in SD 
together, consider complex issues and involve different Conventions, Agencies, Institutions and Major 
Groups, including the private sector. I also agree that this institutional framework could be a 
counterpart to UNICPO at the regional level.

However, judging from the outcome of UNICPO I, and considering the process of revitalising 
of the UNEP Regional Seas Programme, we are certainly not yet there. It will require a lot of pushing 
and convincing before Governments are willing to consider such a far-reaching, yet effective regional 
mechanism to support UNICPO. Such a mechanism will also ensure that we are breaking the deadlock 
of “boring” UN meetings where one pre-prepared statement follows the other. A habit, UNICPO I, 
was also not really able to change. It will also bring the regional seas into the 21st century and expand 
their scope to the SD arena.

With regard to your suggestion that the GPA workshops, as detailed in the UNEP document of 
the 28"’ October 1996, be a first fora to test out these ideas, kindly note that all 10 regional workshops 
have already been held, albeit with a much less broad scope than you would have liked it.

The reports of these regional workshops are now been finalised and we will soon launch the 
whole series together with a summary document.

P.o. Box 16227, 2500 BE, The Hague, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 70 311 4460. Fax: +31 70 345 6648. Email: gpa@unep ,nl 
Internet site: www.gpa.unep.org. Visiting address: Vuurtorenweg 35-37, 2583 XL The Hague, The Netherlands 
Accessible with tramlines 7, 8 and 11, and busline 23 from Central Station and/or Hollands Spoor.

http://www.gpa.unep.org


With regard to your suggested amendment for part C of the document, kindly note that GPA as 
such, does not have the mandate as yet to address IUU, crimes on seas and marine science. Nothing 
prevents, however, UNEP Regional Seas picking up these items. The artificial division between land- 
based (80%) and sea-based (20%) issues, promoted in the GPA, does not seem all that logic to me and 
might need to be reconsidered in the longer term.

Given the above, we should give some thought to which mechanism or series of events to use 
to forward your ideas. The lead-up to the 2001 first Intergovernmental Review Meeting of GPA and 
the preparations for the RIO +10 might provide opportunities in this regard. Careful preparations and 
good background material will be required. I look forward to hearing your suggestion in this regard.

Allow me to end by expressing my appreciation for the work that both you and the IOI are 
conducting. It was a real pleasure to meet you at UNICPO and I hope that we will be able to build 
upon our collaboration and develop it into a strong partnership. Also, my sincere thanks for inviting us 
to the IOI Training Course and for considering making GPA an integral part of the course.

For your information, I am enclosing two Progress Reports of the GPA Coordination Office to 
give you a feeling for the type of activities we are involoved in.

Looking forward to meeting you in Malta.

Best regards,

Vir- N+ ^  " V

Veerle Vandeweerd 
Coordinator

D. Kan iaru 
J. Illueca 
B. Van Dyke 
GPA Staff

cc.:
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August 4, 2000

Dr Klaus Toepfer 
UNEP
Nairobi, Kenya 

Dear Dr. Toepfer,

Last night we concluded our training programme here and celebrated the 20th anniversary of this 
programme. I t was a beautiful occasion — and the presentation of your truly splendid award was 
a great contribution to this event! I want to thank you most cordially for your generosity.

These next couple of years I think are particularly important for UNEP and the ‘‘revitalization of 
the Regional Seas Programme.” 101 w'ants to cooperate in this process in any way we can. The 
Regional Seas Programme is a fundamentally important building block in the architecture of 
“ocean governance.” The GPA implementation, it seems to me, is a most suitable trigger 
mechanism that could initiate a broader integrative process within the within the context of the 
preparations for 2002. We need, at the regional level, a counterpart to UNICPOLOS, and the 
institutional framework established (in theory ) by GPA could be that — if we could use it for the 
regional implementation, not only of the GPA, but of all the Conventions, Agreements and 
Programmes of the UNCLOS/UNCED process. They all overlap in their very important ocean- 
related parts, and to try to administer them separately at the regional level would be immensely 
wasteful and inefficient. They “ought to be considered as a whole.” and the Regional Seas 
Programme is the appropriate instrument for that. We recently have done a lot of policy research 
on this and would like to submit to you a concrete proposal in the near future.

Thank you again for everything.

With all good wishes,

Yours cordially,

Elisabeth
Professor

IOI -  CANADA 
Dalhousie University

1226 LeMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H 3P7 
Canada

TELEPHONE 1 902 494 1737 
FAX 1 902 494 2034

URL http://www.dal.ca/ioihfx/ 
E-MAIL ioihfx@dal.ca

http://www.dal.ca/ioihfx/
mailto:ioihfx@dal.ca


TC :30019D28682455 P: i'1216-RJG-E030 16:23 FROM : UNEP QPR -31703114485

UNEP

United Nations Environment Programme
iiaiJ. .-.30

PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR ¿ENVIRONNEMENT * PROGRAMA OE LAS N A C ^  U ^O A S  PARA E l MED,O A V  

nPOI-PAMMAOPrAN/ÛAUHH 06 OËfiHHEHHblX HAUrfft nO OKFY5KAK3UUE& CPtflE

GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land:based Activities

Dr. Gunnar Kullenberg 
Executive Director 
International Ocean Institute 
P O. Box 3 
Gzira GZR 01 
MALTA
fax, +356 346 502 / e-mail: ioimla@kemmuner.net.nn

Our reference: W /jj
Date' 16,n August 2000

Dear Gunnar,

Thank you for your fax of 11* August, providing further information on the 21 -24* September 
Malta IOI workshop. The GPA Coordination Office remains indeed committed to participate

We would like to propose to conduct the GPA session along similar lines as the workshop 
sessions we are conducting in Panama and Canada in September, respectively, within the context of 
High Level Government-designated Expert Meeting of the proposed Northeast Pacific Regional Seas 
Programme (Panama) and Coastal Zone Canada 2000 Conference (Canada).

To this end l have requested Omar Vidal, responsible for the preparations of the 2001 GPA 
Intergovernmental Review Meeting, to send you what we are proposing for the Panama and Canada 
meetings (see attached). We will, of course, adapt the outline of the Malta GPA session to the focus of 
your workshop and steer the discussion in that direction. But before doing so, we wou.d appreciate 
receiving your comments on the overal proposed direction and suggestions on how to align it with the 
main topics of the IOI workshop: security, tourism, technology, transfer and co-development. If you 
agree, we then can jointly prepare the background documentation and select the pane! members.

We are pleased that you find the documentation previously sent to you useful Please use as 
you see fit.

Looking forward to hearing from you 

Kind regards,

Veerle Vandeweerd 
v.vandeweerd@unep.nl

Prof. E. Mann-Borgese, IOI Canada (fax: +1 902 868 2455) 
GPA Staff

P O Box 16227, 25C0 BE, The Hague, The Netherlands Tel: +31 70 311 4460. Fax: +31 70 345 6648. Hmnil gna@ur.ep nl 
Internet site: www.gpa.uncp.org. Visiting address: Vuurtoremveg 35*37, 2583 XL The Hague, 1 he Netherlands 
Accessible with tramlines 7, 8 and 11, and buskne 23 from Central Station and/or Hollands Spoor.

mailto:v.vandeweerd@unep.nl
mailto:gna@ur.ep
http://www.gpa.uncp.org
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GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

International Ocean Institute RECEIVED AUG 3o 2000
Prof. Elisabeth Mann-Borgese 
Dalhousie University 
1226 LeMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H 3P7 
Canada

Date : 18 August 2000

Dear Elisabeth,

Further to my letter of 11 July 2000, please find the progress report attached this time.

Also I send you the reports of a number of Regional Workshops we have convened within the 
framework of the Regional Seas Programme

I look forward to inspiring discussions in Malta and hope to meet you there

Best regards.

Veerle Vandeweerd

Annex:
Progress report GPA Coordination Office
Reports of Regional Workshops for the implementation of the GPA

P.O.Box 16227, 2500 BE The Hague, The Netherlands. Tel: +31.70.311 4460. Fax: +31.70.345 6648. Email: gpa@unep.nl 
Internet site: http://www.gpa.unep.org
Visiting address: Vuurtorcnweg 35-37, 2583 XL The Hague-Scheveningen, The Netherlands. Accessible with tramline 11 from HS.

mailto:gpa@unep.nl
http://www.gpa.unep.org


LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ENCLOSED 
Letter to Prof. Elisabeth Mann-Borgese

Implementation of the Global Programme of Action:
Progress Report by the UNEP/GPA Coordination Office,
3 April 2000

Draft report of the regional development workshop for 
the implementation of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from land-based 
activities in the Pacific Islands region 
14 October -  16 October, 1999

The ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and Coastal Areas 
(ACC SOCA), Ninth Session, IMO Headquarters, London,
26-28 July 2000

Report of the workshop on Implementation of the Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine 
Environment from land-based activities in the East Asian 
Seas region ■-
3 May 1997

Workshop on the Implementation of the Global Programme 
of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from 
Land-based activities in ROPME and PERSGA regions 
5 December 1996

Workshop on Implementation of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from land-based 
activities in the South-East Pacific region 
November 1996

Workshop on Implementation of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from land-based 
activities in the South Asian Seas region 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 20-23 October 1997

Atelier sur la mise en oeuvre du Programme d’Action Mondai 
pour la Protection du Milieu Marin contre la Pollution due aux 
activités Terrestres dans la region de l’Afrique de f ’Ouest 
et du Centre
Adidjan, Cote d’ivoire, 25 à 28 novembre 1997

Final Report of the Working Meeting on the Implementation 
Of the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment from land-based activities in the Upper 
Southwest Atlantic region.
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Our Reference:

Your Référença: Date: 9 October 2000

Dear Professor Mann Borgesc,

Thank you for your letter to me dated 4 August 2000. I was pleased to be able to 
contribute to your organization’s training programme.

Regarding the interest of the International Ocean Institute (101) to cooperate in the 
revitalization by UNEP of the Regional Seas Programme, I have placed great importance in 
tills initiative and recently provided the Committee of Permanent Representatives to UNEP 
with a briefing on the prop-ess achieved in (he implementation of the Regional Seas 
Programme in 2000, I have attached a copy of this report for your information.

1 fully agree with you that the implementation of the GPA is a suitable trigger 
mechanism for a broader integrative process leading to the Rio + 10 Conference in the year 
2002. To this end, I invite you to work with us in the on-going preparations lor the 2001 
Intergovernmental Review of progress in the implementation of the GPA. As you are aware,

\ i UNKP as the secretariat of the GPA is taking the lead in preparing this first 
Intergovernmental Review, scheduled to be convened at the end of 2001.

IDEs support will be particularly welcomed at the regional level. The regional review 
process for the GPA is aimed at improving coordination and cooperation, sharing experiences 
and developing concrete action programmes Cor the period 2002-2.006. Key elements in this 
process include involving stakeholders, including the private sector, and exploring innovative 
financial mechanisms. The regional seas programmes are already playing a major role in 
mobilizing Governments, relevant regional organizations and financial institutions, und other 
stakeholders.

Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
Professor
International Ocean Institute 
Dclhousie University 
1226 LcMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H 3P7 
Canada

Divis ion o f Environm enta l C o nventions -  P .Q . B o x  3Q552, N a irob i, K enya < T e i: « - 2 5 4 6 2 3 4 0 4  *  Fax. + 2 W 12] 6 24 300
*  E-mall; Jorge.lllueca@ijnep,Org
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On the issue of the involvement of IOl in this process, please contact Mr. Jorge E. 
illueca, Assistant Executive Director, Division of Environmental Conventions (DEC) which 
is responsible for the regional seas conventions and action plans. DEC works closely with 
Ihc GPA Coordination Office of the Division of Policy Implementation in strengthening the 
participation of tire regional seas programmes in the implementation of the GPA. 
Furthermore, Mr. Illueca has been representing me in the United Nations Informal 
Consultative Process oil Oceans and Law ofthe Sea (XJMCPOLOS). Future meetings ol 
UNICPOLOS will address the strengthening of the regional seas conventions and action 
plans, including the development of linkages with the work of global environmental 
conventions and related international agreements. In addition, Ms. Veetlc Vandewcerd, the 
Director ofthe 1 fNEP/GFA Coordination Office, will be pleased to further discuss with you 
various available options lor a specific rok for IOL in the Intergovernmental Review.

I am looking forward to receiving your concrete proposal on areas of collaboration 
between JOJ, the GPA and the regional seas programmes.

Yours sincerely,

Klaus Töpfer 
Executive Director

" ^ ^ s iö n o fE n v iro r im e i ita l C o nventions -  P .O . Box ta ir o b lJ te r iy a  • Tel: +254 [2] 623494 *  Fax: +254 [2J6243ÖÖ
* E-wart .toTOft.ttMeca@utYep.org
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To: Elisabeth Mann Borgese 

Gunnar KuKenberg Fax: +1 902 494 2034 
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Date:

From:

11lh October 2000

Veerle Vandeweerd 
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office

GPA ref.:
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Fax:
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Dear Elisabeth and Gunnar,

seemingly don^a lo toT lorkon T ^rfs t Taxeetiri9' P'eaSe ^  attaohed co°rdinates of Mr. Blaza, who has

Andrew J. Blaza 
BSc MPhil DTA FRSA 
Senior Research Fellow
Business and Environment
Imperial eollege of Science, Technology and Medicine

CentreUio fEn v i r o n « X ^ y arth a" d Engineeri"9
48 Prince’s Gardens, London SW7 2PP 
ENGLAND
Tel.: +44 207 594 9326 
Fax.: +44 207 594 9304 
Email. a.blaza(5)jc,acnk
Web:http://www.et. ic.ac.uk

Hope this is some help. We'll keep in touch. 

Kind regards,

fax ref

P.O. Box 16227,2500 BE, The Hague, The Netherlands. Teh 7n t , , ----------------------------------------------------
Internet sue: www.gpa.uncp.ong. Visiting address; Vuurtorenweg 35-37 2583 X L T h + h  ?°  345 ^  Ema‘ I: gpa@ uneP nI 
Accessible with tramlines 7, 8 andll and buslinr 71 f r- 6 ‘ 5 3?‘ 2583 X l  The Ha6uc> Netherlands 

* ’ 8nd buSllnc 23 from Cen̂  Station and/or Hollands Spoor.
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http://www.gpa.uncp.ong


From:
To:
Date sent:

"Robert Race" <rrace@kilcom1.ucis.dal.ca> 
"Ying Watt" <ywatt@kilcom1.ucis.dal.ca> 
Wed, 1 Nov 2000 14:15:34 -0400

---- Original Message-----
From: GPA Correspondence Group
Sent: Wednesday, November 01, 2000 10:49 AM
Subject: (1) Second (revised) draft of the GPA declaration (2) Role of the Regional Seas in the 
2001 GPA IGR (3) GPA and CBD

Dear Colleagues,

First, we would like to thank those of you who responded to our previous message (dated 2 
August) and for your valuable comments on the first draft of the GPA declaration (now renamed 
as "GPA statement").

Please find attached for your review and comments, a second (revised) draft 
incorporating/addressing the comments received. We feel that, although this revised draft is much 
better (thanks to your suggestions), it still requires further work, e.g., it needs more "spark". Your 
comments on how to further improve it would be much appreciated. Please send your comments 
by 20 November 2000.

This revised draft statement, as well as the role of the Regional Seas in the preparatory process 
leading to the 2001 GPA Intergovernmental Review Meeting, will be discussed at the Third Global 
Meeting of Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans (Monaco, 6-11 November 2000). Please 
note that this meeting will be attended by Oscar Ramirez (Mexico), Co-chair of the GPA Expert 
Group Meeting of last April in The Hague. Herewith you will find attached the two documents 
submitted by the GPA Coordination Office to this regional seas meeting.

You would be also interested in knowing that on 11 November 2000, a consultative meeting on 
cooperation among the GPA Coordination Office, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the Secretariats of the Regional Seas Programme will be held (in Monaco) as a 
first step in the implementation of a Memorandum of Understanding recently signed between the 
GPA and CBD Secretariats. This meeting will consider (a) coordination and joint implementation 
of the Jakarta Mandate and the GPA category on physical alteration and destruction of habitats 
(including the development of the GPA clearing-house node for this category); and (b) 
coordination of national process for reporting progress in implementing the GPA within the 
framework of the CBD national reporting, in light of the 2001 GPA Intergovernmental Review.

We shall continue to keep you informed on progress achieved on the above and other relevant 
activities undertaken by the GPA Coordination Office.

Cordiales saludos, Meilleurs voeux, Best regards.
Omar Vidal

mailto:rrace@kilcom1.ucis.dal.ca
mailto:ywatt@kilcom1.ucis.dal.ca
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To: Dr. Veerle VandeweerdCoordinator
UNEP-GPA Coordination Office The Hague
THE NETHERLANDS Fax: +31 (70) 3456 648

From: International Ocean Institute
Headquarters 
University of Malta
Msida, MALTA pax: +356 (-) 346 502

Dear Veerle,
Please find attached a draft proposal intended for our joint 
submission to the United Nations (Turner) Foundation, through UNEP 
Headquarters. It has been drafted by Elisabeth and I. Please note 
that we have not specified the part of the budget which is 
essentially yours, relating to the‘regional workshops. I am not 
sure exactly how many, in what time-span and the budget. I 
understand this is of the order of 800.000 USD. Please be so kind 
and put these elements into the proposal. I hope you want to 
pursue it. You may of. course also wish to add to Annex 1 of the proposal.
As far as I understand, it has also been decided that the GPA 
Intergovernmental Review meeting is going to be held in Canada. 
You may also know that Elisabeth is a member of the highlevel 
Council advising the Canadian Minister of Fisheries and Oceans.

^This, combined with the established interaction and strategic
1 alliance between our organisations (UNEP-GFA Coordination Office 
and Id) , and the fairly strong position of IOI Canada in Canada, 
suggest that 101 Canada could play a very constructive role in the preparations for the Intergovernmental Review meeting.
You may wish to consider the benefits for the GPA cf utilising the 
linkages. The 101 on its part clearly intends to continue and 
strengthen to the extent possible its actions in support of the 
implementation of the GPA. Should you wish to use the alliance on 
the Canadian scene it has been suggested that you propose to the 
Government of Canada that they invite the cooperation of 101 Canada (IOIC) in the work for preparing the IG review and meeting.

P.O. Box 3, Gzira GZR ÖI, Malta 
Tel: +356 (-) 346528.346529 
Fax: +356 (-) 346SÜ2

IRL: http//www.ioinsLor§,; e-mail; ioimia@kemmuneuuit.mt

mailto:ioimia@kemmuneuuit.mt
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Piease kindly review the draft proposal and let me know the next 
step. I do not knew what route is best of bringing the proposal to 
UNEP Headquarters. It may well be best through your office. In 
any case I am ready to do what is considered most opportune.
vie are having the IOI Planning Council and Board meetings in 
Hamburg at the end of November early December. It would of course 
be useful to know your reactions to all this before.
I look forward to our continued cooperation.
With best regards,
Yours sincerely,

c.c. Prof. E . Mann Borgese
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GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

T E L E F A X  T R A N S M I S S I O N

P-O- Box 16227, 2500 BE The Hague, The Netherlands ♦ Tel: +31.70.3114 460 • Facsimile:+31.70,3456 648
To: Prof, Elizabeth Man Borgese Date : 0 February 2001

International Ocean Institute
Halifax, Canada Drafter:

Fax N° : (1 902) 494 2034 GPA ref. N° :

From; Omar Vidal Direct tel: +31 70 311 4460
Deputy Coordinator

Subject: Steering Group of the First GPA intergovernmental review meeting 
(Montreal, 26-30 Novermber 2001)

1 0

Dear Elizabeth,

It was very nice talking with you today. We are delighted that you have accepted to become a member of this 
Steering Committee. Please find attached the official letter of invitation from D. Töpfer.

We look forward to your advice and support.

With very best personal regards.

[ 3  ----

FAX REF

P.O. Box 16227, 2500 BE, The Ha^ue, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 70 3114 460. Fax: +31 70 3456 64R Fmaih nnarffc nnAn nl \yiiifinn
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Our Ref:DK/sm Date: 26 January 2001

Madam,

I have the honour to refer to the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA), adopted at the Washington 
Intergovernmental Conference in 1995. Governments designated the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) as Secretariat of the GPA with the task of promoting and facilitating 
implementation of the Programme of Action at the national, regional and international levels.

In 1999, in Decision 20/19, the Governing Council of UNEP decided to convene the first 
Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the implementation of the GPA in 2001, and requested me, in 
co-operation with Governments, United Nations bodies and agencies and other relevant organisations, 
to organise an Expert Group Meeting in order to facilitate the preparations for such a Review 
Meeting.

I am pleased to inform that this Expert Group Meeting took place in The Hague, the 
Netherlands, from 26 to 28 April 2000, and was attended by representatives of 23 Governments and a 
number of United Nations agencies, intergovernmental organisations, non-governmental organisations 
and the private sector. The conclusions from the co-chairpersons of the meeting are attached for 
information and necessary follow-up.

As stipulated in the conclusions of the co-chairpersons, I am pleased to invite you to 
become a member of the 2001 GPA Intergovernmental Review Meeting Steering Committee to advise 
UNEP on the organisation and conducting of this first GPA Intergovernmental Review Meeting, 
which will be hosted by the Government of Canada from 26 to 30 November 2001. If you are unable 
to perform this task personally, I trust that you will designate one of your staff or another appropriate 
individual to represent you at the GPA Steering Committee.

Professor Elizabeth Mann Borgese 
Founder and Honorary Chair 
International Ocean Institute 
Halifax, Canada

z s n n n  
d j u u

unrp The Environm ent 
Millennium

Tima t a  A ct 
Wart* ■nvfa*rtni*nt Dar í  Juna

UNITSD MATJONá IN* I» (I PMtNT MOCUMHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya, 
Tel: [254 2] 623386 FAX: [254 2] 624275/217119
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The main responsibility of this Steering Committee is to provide policy guidance to UNEP 
during the preparatory process leading up to the GPA Intergovernmental Review Meeting and to 
assist UNEP in conducting the meeting itself (please see the First Announcement for the meeting, 
attached). We foresee that most work of the GPA Steering Committee can be done by electronic 
mail, with the support of and under the coordination of the GPA Coordination Office. This work 
includes, but is not restricted to (i) providing overall policy guidance; (ii) ensuring that key 
national, regional and global partners and stakeholders, including Governments and International 
Financing Institutions and multinational corporations, participate in the preparatory process; (iii) 
providing strategic advice for the preparation of a High-Level officials Declaration or Decisions to be 
adopted at the GPA Intergovernmental Review Meeting; and (iv) on the identification of tangible 
results and concrete follow-up activities to the Intergovernmental Review Meeting.

Considering the heavy schedule of officials responsible for the environment in the coming 
year as a lead up to, among others, RIO +  10, meetings of the GPA Steering Committee will be 
restricted tot he absolute minimum and will be held taking the opportunity of major events, such as 
the 21st session of the UNEP Governing Council (Nairobi, 5 to 9 February 2001) and other relevant 
fora.

Finally I have the honour to express the wish that UNEP can count on your expertise and 
valuable contribution to this important preparatory process as a member of the GPA Steering 
Committee.

Please accept, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

IxSouuu. ^—
Klaus Töpfer 

Executive Director

c.c. Veerle Vandeweerd
Coordinator, UNEP/GPA Coordination Office 
The Hague, the Netherlands 
Fax; (3170)345 6648

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Tel: 1254 2] 623386 FAX: (254 2J 624275/217119
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FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
1 January 2001

FIRST INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW MEETING 
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL PROGRAMME OF ACTION 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
FROM LAND BASED ACTIVITIES

Montreal, Canada, 26 to 30 November 2001

The Executive Director o f the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Government o f Canada 
have the pleasure to announce the convening o f the First Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the 
implementation o f the Global Programme o f Action for the Protection o f the Marine Environment from Land- 
based Activities (GPA), in Montreal, Canada, from 26 to 30 November 2001.

The GPA wag adopted by 108 Govemmenis and the European Commission in November 1995 at an 
Intergovernmental Conference in Washington, DC, United States of America. The GPA aims at addressing 
major threats to the health, productivity and biodiversity of the marine and coastal environment resulting from 
human activities on land. The GPA recommends an integrated, multi-sectoral approach and recognizes the need 
for serious commitment and preventive action at all levels; local, national, regional and global.

The UNEP/GPA Coordination Office in The Hague, the Netherlands, coordinates the tasks and activities of 
UNEP as the Secretariat of the GPA. The main responsibilities of the Secretariat, in close partnership with other 
bodies and organizations, are to; (i) promote and facilitate implementation of the GPA at the national level; (ii) 
promote and facilitate implementation at the regional and sub-regional level through, in particular, the UNEP 
Regional Seas Programme; and (iii) play a catalytic role with other organizations and institutions in the 
implementation at the international level.

The GPA calls for the convening of periodic intergovernmental meetings to review progress in the 
implementation of the Global Programme of Action. The 20th session of the UNEP Governing Council decided 
to convene the first intergovernmental review meeting in 2001.

Goals and Objectives of the First Intergovernmental Review

The major goal of the Intergovernmental Review process and meeting is to secure commitments from a full 
range of partners (including Governments, international and regional governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, private sector, international financing institutions, regional banks and commissions, civic society 
and other major groups) to advance GPA implementation, based on defined specific activities, targets and 
financial agreements. The meeting also aims at mobilizing awareness, active participation and involvement of 
relevant stakeholders at the national, regional and global level. The specific objectives of the Intergovernmental 
Review Meeting, as agreed in paragraph 77 of the GPA, are to:

(a) Review progress on implementation of the Global Programme of Action at the national, regional 
and global level;

(b) Review the results of scientific assessments regarding land-based impacts upon the marine 
environment provided by relevant scientific organizations and institutions, including GESAMP1;

(c) Consider reports provided on national plans to implement the Programme of Action;
(d) Review coordination and collaboration among organizations and institutions, regional and global, 

with relevant responsibilities and experience;
(e) Promote exchange of experience between regions;
(f) Review progress in capacity-building and on mobilization of resources to support the 

implementation of the Programme of Action, in particular in countries in need of assistance and, 
where appropriate, provide guidance; and

(g) Consider the need for international rules, recommended practices and procedures to further the 
objectives of the Global Programme of Action.

1 UN-sponsored Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection.
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Thematic Focus

The preparatory process, and thus the expected products of the Intergovernmental Review Meeting, will focus on 
five thematic areas in relation to priority pollutant source categories identified by the regions;

(a) Binding and non-binding agreements at the national and regional level
(b) Voluntary agreements and involvement of the private sector
(c) Capacity-building
(d) Innovative financing and use of economic instruments
(e) Sharing experiences through reporting and the further development of the GPA 

clearing-house mechanism

Specific Products

> A workprogramme fo r  2002-2006 to further the implementation of the GPA, with identification of specific 
priorities and activities, targets and financial implications (as per the five thematic areas above), to be 
undertaken by Governments, international and regional governmental and non-governmental organizations, 
private sector, international financing institutions, regional banks and commissions, civic society, other 
major groups and the UNEP/GPA Coordination Office.

> A Ministerial/High Level Declaration adopted by Governments and other stakeholders and major groups 
addressing concrete action required to further the implementation of the GPA.

> Endorsement o f the "Recommendations fo r  Decision-Making on Municipal Wastewater"2, and agreement 
that a similar approach taken in preparing the GPA strategic action plan on municipal wastewater be used to 
address other GPA pollutant source categories (e.g., physical alteration and destruction of habitats, 
nutrients).

> Sharing o f  experience and expertise among Governments and a wider range of stakeholders in support of 
GPA implementation, among other, through national and regional reporting on progress in implementing the 
GPA.

Proposed Structure of the Meeting

The meeting, which is expected to be attended by more than 500 participants representing Governments and a
wide range of stakeholders, will comprise five days:

> Day /, to consider the GPA strategic action plan on municipal wastewater and obtain the endorsement of the 
"Recommendations for Decision-Making on Municipal Wastewater".

> Day 2 . to address the role of the regional seas programmes in furthering the implementation of the GPA, 
including collaboration with other global and regional agreements and organizations active in the regions.

> Days J , to address the role of other partners (e.g., non-governmental organizations, UN organizations, 
private sector, regional banks and commissions, civic society) in the implementation of the GPA, including 
sharing of experiences, possible public-private partnerships and discussion/agreement on GPA-related 
activities for 2002-2006, with emphasis on specific activities by region, as well as global approaches where 
appropriate.

> Day 4 and 5, devoted to a Ministerial/High-Level segment, where the results of the previous days will be 
presented and discussed; and a Ministerial/High-Level Declaration will be adopted.

The Second Announcement will provide a progress report on the various preparatory activities being carried 
out at the national, regional and international level as part o f the Intergovernmental Review. In the meantime, 
for more information on the GPA please visit the GPA clearing-house www.gpa.unep.ore and/or contact the 
UNEP/QPA Coordination Office, P.Q. Box 16227, 2500 BE, The Hague, the Netherlands, e-mail: epa@unep.nl

“ Available In English. Spanish and French through the GPA clearing-house (www.gpa.uncp.ore/dQcumemsy

http://www.gpa.unep.ore
mailto:epa@unep.nl
http://www.gpa.uncp.ore/dQcumemsy
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Expert Group Meeting to Prepare the First
Intergovernmental Review Meeting on Implementation
of the Global Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment
from Land-based Activities
(The Hague, The Netherlands, 26-28 April 2000)

Conclusions from the Co-Chairs

The Governing Council o f the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in paragraph 1(e) of 
its decision 20/19 B o f 5 February 1999, decided, taking into account other ongoing processes, to undertake 
the first intergovernmental review of the status o f implementation o f the Global Programme o f Action for the 
Protection o f the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities in the year 2001, and invited the Executive 
Director to organize an expert group meeting, with participation by governments and international 
governmental and non-governmental organizations, in order to facilitate the preparations for such a review.

In paragraph 1(d) o f the same decision, the Governing Council requested the Executive Director, in 
cooperation with governments, United Nations bodies and agencies and other relevant organizations, to 
explore the feasibility for UNEP to convene a global conference to address sewage as a major land-based 
source o f pollution affecting human and ecosystem health.

In response to the above requests, UNEP, in its role as Secretariat o f the Global Programme of 
Action, convened an Expert Group Meeting in The Hague, the Netherlands, from 26 to 28 April 2000.

The meeting elected Mr. Magnus Johannesson, the expert from Iceland, and Mr. Oscar Ramirez, the 
expert from Mexico, as co-chairs o f the meeting. Mr. S.K. Aggarwal, the expert from India, was elected 
rapporteur.

The purpose o f this document is to summarize the agreements and recommendations decided on at the 
meeting.

1. The experts acknowledged the valuable work carried out by the Coordination Office o f the Global 
Programme of Action jo giving new momentum to the activities related to the implementation o f the 
Programme, in particular in the preparations for the first intergovernmental review meeting, the development 
o f the clearing-house mechanism and work in addressing sewage as a major land-based pollutant.
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2. The experts noted that positive developments had taken place related to the protection o f the marine 
and coastal environment in some regions, which had contributed to the implementation o f the Global 
Programme o f Action since its adoption in November 1995.

3. The low level o f participation by other United Nations agencies in activities related to implementation 
of the Global Programme of Action (with the exception o f work they are performing as lead agencies in the 
development o f the clearing-house mechanism) was noted with concern, especially as those agencies have 
responsibilities in the implementation o f the Programme of Action. The meeting was attended by only two 
(UNESCO/IOC and the UN Centre for Human Settlements-Habitat) o f the six United Nations agencies 
invited. The absence o f international financial institutions was also regretted. The agencies and financial 
institutions have an important role to play in the implementation o f the Global Programme o f Action.

4. The experts expressed general support for the approach contained in the proposed strategic action 
plan on municipal wastewater, as well as its three major components: assessment, management and 
coordination among partners. They felt that there was no need for a global conference on sewage, but rather 
recommended that sewage, as one o f the most important components o f the Global Programme o f Action, 
should be assigned a prominent place in the 2001 intergovernmental review meeting.

5. Reporting on national and regional efforts to implement the Global Programme o f Action was 
recognized as a substantial mechanism to foster implementation o f the Programme. Accordingly, it was 
recommended that national and regional reports should incorporate indicative examples, reflecting both 
successes achieved and barriers encountered in implementing the Programme. The importance o f taking into 
account the reports by additional stakeholders such as non-governmental organizations and industry was also 
underlined.

6. The experts emphasized that regional seas programmes and other regional seas agreements, as well as 
regional organizations (including financial institutions), play a key role in the implementation o f the Global 
Programme o f Action, and that there was a need to strengthen the UNEP Regional Seas Programme for this 
purpose.

7. It was considered important that the review process for the Global Programme o f Action should lead 
to the development and/or strengthening o f initiatives related to its implementation at the national and 
regional level, including non-binding agreements (e.g., national action plans, regional programmes o f  action) 
and binding agreements (e.g., protocols on land-based activities as part o f regional conventions).

Recommendations

8. Bearing in mind the important implications o f the Global Programme of Action with respect to issues 
such as human health, poverty alleviation and food security, the experts stressed the importance o f 
mainstreaming the Programme. One key element o f these efforts is to launch a public information strategy 
and important partners include non-governmental organizations and the private sector.

9. As highlighted in the Global Programme of Action, important elements to facilitate its 
implementation are the mobilization and exchange o f experience and knowledge, and the mobilization o f 
financial resources. In that respect, the need to secure the necessary financial resources to support the 
implementation o f the Global Programme of Action was stressed.

10. Consistent with UN General Assembly resolution 51/189, the experts urged governments to address 
the need for stronger participation o f UN agencies in the implementation o f  the Global Programme o f Action 
and in the preparations for the intergovernmental review meeting, and that such a need be raised at the 
governing bodies o f these agencies. 11

11. It was stressed that the Executive Director o f UNEP should make use o f all possible channels to 
convey the importance o f greater involvement o f UN agencies and international financial institutions in the
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implementation o f the Global Programme o f Action, including through direct communications with his 
counterparts at such agencies, as well as through the recently created Environmental Management Group. In 
doing so, the Executive Director would be demonstrating the importance and benefits o f the Global 
Programme o f  Action in the implementation o f the programmes o f these agencies.

12. UNEP was called upon to ensure that, as the Secretariat o f the Global Programme of Action, the 
implementation o f the Programme needs to be accomplished through the full engagement o f all relevant 
Divisions and programmes o f UNEP, in particular, the Regional Seas Programme, it was also considered 
important to ensure that the Coordination Office for the Global Programme o f  Action was provided with the 
necessary human and financial resources in order to fulfil its role.

13. The experts agreed on a number o f preparatory activities that need to be conducted prior to the 2001 
intergovernmental review meeting. The products and action fall into five categories: (a) national and regional 
action plans, involving governments and regional organizations; (b) voluntary agreements involving the 
private and public sectors; (c) capacity-building; (d) financing; and (e) monitoring progress/sharing 
experiences. Responsibilities for these products should be assigned to different partners, including 
governments, regional and international governmental and non-governmental organizations (including 
UNEP’s Regional Seas Programme), international financial institutions and the private sector.

14. With respect to the preparatory process for the intergovernmental review meeting, the experts agreed 
that this process should be based on, and aimed at, the active involvement o f  the private sector, international 
financial institutes, non-governmental organizations, local communities and other major groups. The regional 
seas and other regional agreements should play a major role and UNEP, as Secretariat o f the GPA, should 
facilitate this process.

15. Where regional seas programmes do not exist or do not function adequately, the experts calls upon 
the Executive Director o f UNEP to assist governments in those regions to participate on the preparatory 
process for the 2001 intergovernmental review.

16. The experts strongly recommended that the Executive Director o f UNEP considers the establishment, 
as soon as possible, o f a Steering Committee to advise UNEP on the Global Programme o f Action 
intergovernmental review process and the 2001 review meeting. Bearing in mind the need to have wider 
representation o f interested parties, it was agreed that UNEP would decide on the composition o f this Steering 
Committee. In addition, building on the expertise o f  this expert group, a correspondence group was 
established based on the experts attending the meeting.



RECEIVED FEB 2 6 2001

Minister of 
Fisheries and Oceans

Ministre des 
Pêches et des Océans

Ottawa, Canada K1A 0E6

PÎSf

Professor Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
International Ocean Institute Canada 
Dalhousie University 
1226 Le Marchant Street 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3H 3P7

1 9 2001

Dear Professor Mann Borgese:

Thank you for your December 20, 2000, offer for the International Ocean 
Institute (IOI) to assist with the preparations for the Intergovernmental Global 
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based 
Activities (GPA) Review Conference, scheduled for November 26 to 30, 2001.

Preparations for the conference are being managed by staff from Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada and Environment Canada in collaboration with the United Nations 
Environment Programme’s GPA Co-ordination office. I

I have requested Mr. John Karau, Director of the Oceans Policy Branch, to 
explore IOI’s offer of assistance with Environment Canada and the GPA Co-ordination 
Office. Mr. Karau will contact you to discuss possible areas of assistance and 
collaboration.

Thank you for your support.

Yours sincerely,

The Honourable Herb Dhaliwal, P.C., M.P.

Canada



Date: Tue, 27 Feb 2001 13:34:02 +0100
From: Veerle Vandeweerd <v.vandeweerd@unep.nl>
To: Elisabeth Mann Borgese <ioihfx@dal.ca>
Cc: Jennifer Jans <j.jans@unep.nl>
Subject: Veerle and the GPA
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Dear Elisabeth,
First of all thanks for accepting to be a member of our IGR steering committee. Greatly 
appreciated.The major purpose of the steering group is to get policy advice on the main 
outcomes and declaration of the IGR and to introduce some new elements into ocean governance 
along the lines we discussed.
In light of this I would greatly appreciate it if you could have a look at the very first 
drafts of the two non papers I am preparing to get the discussion at the high level segment 
going. Important is that a few right questions are posed and strong elements are included in 
the draft declaration. The documents have to be short and to the point if we want to attract 
policy attention. I feel that particularly the non paper on the regional seas would benefit 
from your guidance. You will note that in the non pap
These non papers are produced within the framework of the second announcement, also attached. 
This draft announcement is still under discussion, particularly with regard to the policy 
topics to be addressed by the High level segment and wether or not to start or end with the 
high level segment. Elements of a draft declaration need to be prepared as soon as possible 
so we can ensure wide consultations before the IGR.
Your critical comments are highly appreciated.
Best regards

[Part 1.2, Text/HTML (charset: ISO-8859-1 "Latin 1") 61 lines]
[Unable to print this part]

[Part 2, Application/MSWORD 35KB] 
[Unable to print this part]

[Part 3, Application/MSWORD 32KB] 
[Unable to print this part]

[Part 4, Application/MSWORD 42KB] 
[Unable to print this part]

Veerle

mailto:v.vandeweerd@unep.nl
mailto:ioihfx@dal.ca
mailto:j.jans@unep.nl
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RECEIVED MAR 0 5 2001

TELEFAX TRANSMISSION
Date : 5 March, 2001 No. of pages: 6

To: Directors of:
IOI-Canada: Fax: +1 (902) 494 2034
IOI-China: Fax: + 86 (22) 2430 4408
IOI-Costa Rica: Fax: + 506 (-) 260 2546
IOI-India: Fax : + 91 (44) 220 0559
101-Pacific Islands: Fax : + 679 (-) 301 490
IOI-Southern Africa: Fax: + 27 (21) 959 1213
IOI-Eastern Africa: Fax: +254 (11) 475 157
IOI-Senegal: Fax: +221 (8) 324 307
IOI-Nigeria: Tel/Fax: +234 (1) 261 9517/7530/7385
IOI-Thailand: Fax: + 66 (2) 579 8567

and Prof. E. Mann Borgese: Fax: +1 (902) 868 2455

From: International Ocean Institute
Headquarters 
University of Malta 
Msida, MALTA Fax: + 356 (-) 346 502

Subject: GPA Intergovernmental Review

Dear Colleague,
We have received the attached letter from the GPA Coordination 
Office of UNEP (pages A and B) . You are all reasonably well 
familiar with the GPA and are aware of the Intergovernmental Review 
Meetincr, and the related process of specifying a work-programme for 
2002-2006. The meeting itself is to be held in Canada, at the end 
of November.
The letter now invites IOI to actively participate in the 
preparations, and seeks our commitment to also participate in the 
work programme which is to result from the process.
We are invited to report to the Office by the end of April at the 
latest, on activities related to the GPA we have undertaken, on 
problems (barriers) encountered to address the impacts of land- 
based activities, and proposals on how to overcome these problems.

URL: http//www.ioinst.org/RO. Box 3, Gzira GZR 01, Malta

http://www.ioinst.org/
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I attach also the covering notes for the reporting (pages C and D) : 
two pages which summarise what is being asked for. I do not attach 
the other 13 pages of forms. I can send them if you wish. 
However, you really do not need them at this stage.
Through this communication to you I am asking for your inputs: 
relevant projects, actions which have been done; barriers - if any; 
and suggestions for further actions. 1 will then try to make a 
composite response from 101.
I do not think we should expect much funds to come out of this. As 
I understand it, what we propose to do will be seen as our (101) 
commitment to help the process, of GPA-LBA implementation. 
However, I do not know for sure.
My suggestion, however, is.that we propose projects which we are 
going to do anyway, and which are related to the GPA. I leave it 
to your imagination to decide which. In any case please only come 
up with realistic proposals.
Please give me your response not later than 26th March. Please let 
me know that you have received this message.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

Att



9 5 - Q 3 - Q 1  1 4 : 1 2  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  O C E A N  I N S T I T U T E I D = Q Q 3 5 6  3 4 6 5  Q 2 P 8 3 / S 6

‘ ÄC
UNEP

United Nations Environment Programme
i d i l l i  Z ■■ T3*-** '

RAO G R AM M E DES NATIONS UNISS PO UR  L 'EN V lfiO NN EM EN T  * P R O G R A M A  OE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA  EL MEC.O  AM BIENTE 

nPOfPAM M A OPrAHM3AUMH O&'bEAMHEHHblX HAUHfí n o  OKPVHCAíOweU C P EflÉ

GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities_

Dr Gunnar Kullenberg
Executive Director
International Ocean Institute (IOI)
P.O. Box 3
Gzira, GZR 01
Malta

Our reference: R d/m m  01-02-1707

C5

Dear Mr Kullenberg,

The Washington Intergovernmental Conference adopted the-Global Progrsimme_of Action 
fnr « J  Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activités (GPA) on 
q m mher *100  ̂ and desianated UNEP as GPA Secretariat with the role of: (a) promoting and 
tecilrtating implementation of the GPA at the national level and at the regional leveii and (b) paying 
a catalvtic role with other organisations and institutions in the implementation of the GPA 
^terrationaT level The 21s? session (5-9 February 2001) of the Governing Council of UNEP 
decided to convene the First Intergovernmental Review Meeting on the Implementation 
fn M o n tre a ™ a d a , from 26 to 30 November 2001. You win And more ^formation about the 
background and objectives of the Intergovernmental Meeting in Annex 1 attached to this

W ith this letter I would like to invite your organisation to actively participate in and 
contribute to the preparatory process of the Intergovernmental Review.

The proposed specific products of the GPA Intergovernmental Review Meeting include 
concrete W o r k p r o g r a m m e s  for 2002-2006 on the basis o f exli
h^*Pd activities The W orkprogrammes will select 2 - 6  feasible or praouuuu h j 
ito ^ ify ing^  specific priorities and activities, targets, actors and
developed by Governments, international and regional governmental and 9 , . te

activities, targets and financial agreements.

P.O.Box 16227, NL-2500 BE The Hague, the Netherlands Tel; +3 1.70-311 4460 Fax:
:: +31.70.345 6648 Email: gBa@unep.nl

mailto:gBa@unep.nl
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REPORTING -  OBJECTIVES

In preparation of discussions for the Review Meeting, non-governmental organisa ions 
that are involved or active in addressing marine degradation from land-based activities are 
invited to contribute to the achievement of the following goals:

I Sharing of experiences accumulated at the local, national, regional or global level In 
addressing land-based activities; and

II Developing a component to the Workprogramme 2002-2006 along the lines 
described above. This component should propose a number of concrete activities as a jo 
effort between governments and partners at appropriate levels, making optimal use of their 
respective relative strengths, and be aimed at most effectively bringing forward action to 
implement the GPA.

We would like to suggest that the focus of the reporting by your organisation will be on 
(a) interesting initiatives on land-based activities by your organisation, (b) ldentlfy'n9 ^amers to 
effectively address land-based activities, and (c) proposals how to overcome the •
For further details on the process and time planning I would like to refer to Annex 2 to> th 
letter. The Format for Reporting by Non-Governmental Organisations has been enclosed for 
ease of reporting but is not mandatory.

Should you require any further information about the Intergovernmental Review 
Meeting the preparations, and/or the reporting background purpose and fonnnat. phase do no 
hesitate to contact me or the co-ordinator for this activity, Mr. Robbert Droop, 
Programme Officer (Tel: +31-70-3114466; Fax: +31-70-3456648; E-mail: r.droop@unep.n)

directly.

We would like to close by expressing our sincere hope and expectation that youi will 
regard this reporting a useful part of your preparations for the ntergovernmental Revie 
Meeting, and we look forward to receiving your experiences and recommendations as a resul
of this exercise.

Yours sincerely.

Veerle Vandeweerd 
GPA Coordinator

Ce; D. Kaniaru, Director DEPl

Enel.: First Announcement for the 2001 GPA Intergovernmental Review 
NGO Reporting Format
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Annex 2

REPORTING BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

SHARING OF EXPERIENCES

For the purpose of sharing experiences, but also to help identify barriers, needs and 
opportunities, international non-governmental organisations are asked:

A. To submit examples of projects or programmes at the local, national, regional and/or 
global level, that have been initiated by or with involvement from the NGO and which have 
been particularly successful, or not as the case might be, in addressing marine environment 
degradation from land-based activities. The experiences obtained will be crucial in devising a 
feasible and effective Workprogramme 2002-2006.

BARRIERS AND HOW TO OVERCOME THEM

International non-governmentai organisations are asked to prepare the following steps as a 
basis for a component of the proposed Workprogramme 2002-2006:

B. Identification of major barriers and needs at the local, national, regional and/or global 
level based on the combined experiences of regional organisations in the field. The regional 
component of the Workprogramme 2002-2006 should address these needs identified, and 
help to overcome the barriers experienced in effectively addressing land-based activities that 
may result in marine environmental degradation.

, c. Assessment of relevant opportunities and synergies when addressing land-based 
activities Opportunities are external developments and trends that may induce, strengthen or 
support measures and activities to protect the marine environment. This includes socio
economic developments, public and political awareness and perception as far as relevant to 
marine degradation from land-based activities. The Workprogramme 2002-2006 should make 
optimal use of all opportunities presented.

Your organisation is invited to contribute to all of the above steps and to propose concrete 
actions to address the identified needs and barriers by partners at all levels.

The attached NGO Reporting Format is designed to assist non-governmental organisations 
with their preparations for the intergovernmental Review. We would like to emphasise that 
organisations are NOT required to provide exhaustive reports, but instead focus on a selected and 
limited number of representative, innovative and/or interesting activities, and to restrict repo mg o 
the most significant barriers, needs and opportunities in the different levels. Proposals for joint action 
by partners should be aimed at addressing the needs and to overcome the barriers identified The 
format is also available on the GPA web-site (http://www.qpa.un,e ja ^a ). AThf ® h0tu'd f  
submitted to the GPA Coordination Office in hard and electronic copy by 30 April 2001 at the lates .

The UNEP/GPA Coordination Office will make all reports available to the Intergovernmental 
Review Meeting, among others through the GPA clearing-house. Moreover, on the basis of an 
reports received from all stakeholders, the GPA office will prepare a summary of the successesand 
failures in implementing the GPA, the barriers encountered and the needs i e 1 _
will be invited to present their proposals for future^ action, as a draft compone 
Workprogramme 2002-2006 at the Intergovernmental Review Meeting.

http://www.qpa.un,eja%5ea
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Component I -  Action to Address Marine Pollution from LBA

Using the reporting form provided as Annex A, please provide details of the most significant 
or illustrative projects or programmes in which your organisation is involved, and indicate the 
main characteristics and the lessons learned.

Component II - Barriers and Needs

Using the reporting form provided as AnnexB, please provide details of any nged for^ ;  
barrière to binding instruments to support action at the Innal, national, regional or global leve.

Usina the reporting torm provided as Annex Ç, please provide details of any n ê ë à fo r  p r 
harriers to effective programming or planning at the local, national, regional or global level.

Using the reporting form provided as Annex D. please provide details of any need for or 
barriers to effective or new partnerships between stakeholders to support action at the o , 
national, regional or global level.

Using the reporting form provided as Annex E, please provide details of a n y  n e e d  for^ r  
barriers to effective action, resulting from lack of capacities among s t a k e h o l d e r s .

Using the reporting form provided as AnnexJF, please provide details of any need 
harriers to the introduction of f inancial instruments or mechanism^ to ad^ r.esfh'a^d̂ af̂ hfi 
degradation at the local, national, regional or global level (Check Annex I to the GPA for the 
various instruments and mechanisms).

* Component III ~ Opportunities

Using the reporting form provided as Annex G. please provide details about opportunities at 
the local, national, regional or global level that may induce, strengthen or support effective 
action to address land-based activities.

Component IV -  Proposed Joint Activities in 2002-2006

Using the reporting form provided as Annex H, please provide details about future jgiD i 
actions to develop binding instruments at local, national, regional or global level that y P 
to QvercnmA the herrier* identified.

Using the reporting form provided as Annex I, please provide details about future isint 
proaramminn or planning by partners at the local, national, regional or global level to 
overcome the barriers identified.

Using the reporting form provided as AnnexK, please provide details about future 
partnerships at the local, national, regional or global level to be developed to overcome the
barriers identified.

Using the reporting form provided as Annex L, please provide details about future jgint action 
for capacity building at the local, national, regional or global level to overcome the barriers
identified.

Usino the reporting form provided as Annex M, please provide details about future M bt action 
to introduce financial instruments or mechanisms at the local, national, regional or globa eve
to overcome the barriers identified.
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Robert Race

From: "Robert Race" <rrace@kilcom1.ucis.dal.ca>
To: "Gunnar Kullenberg" <ioimla@kemmunet.net.mt>
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2001 6:41 PM
Attach: Robert Race.vcf; GPA Intergovernmental Review.doc
Subject: GPA
Dear Dr. Kullenberg,

Attached is a short report of past, on going and projected GPA related activities.

I have not gone into detail. If you need greater detail or a different format please tell me as we do have 
quite a bit more we could add to these points now and expect more clarification soon.

Cheers

Robert

3/27/01

mailto:rrace@kilcom1.ucis.dal.ca
mailto:ioimla@kemmunet.net.mt


26 March 2001

GPA Intergovernmental Review 

Dear Dr. Kullenberg,

Our activities related to the GPA have centered on training and awareness activity. We 
have not been involved in GPA implementation activities at all.

IOI - Canada has been the lead centre for the IOI/GPA News Forum project. This was a 
successful project from our point of view and will continue at a pace dependent on the 
availability of funding. The GPA Coordination Office did not renew funding the News 
Forum in November 2000 after the initial funding agreement ended. The GPA 
Coordination office has now approached IOI - Canada to investigate the possibility of 
renegotiating a funding agreement for the News Forum. The objectives of this new 
agreement would be more specific than the previous agreement. The priority objectives 
would be support to the GPA Clearing House Mechanism and support to and awareness 
creation for the Intergovernmental Review process.

IOI - Canada has included the GPA as a topic in the summer training programme on the 
United Nations Law of the Sea, its Implementation and Agenda 21. In 2000, Ms. Monica 
Borobia, a programme officer at the GPA Coordination Office, participated in the 
programme as the lecturer on GPA. Subsequently it was agreed that the GPA 
Coordination Office would collaborate with the IOI - Canada to develop a 2 to 3 day 
training module on the GPA for use in the training programme and as part of the IOI - 
Canada core course for the IOIVU. This collaboration is still on going and Ms Borobia 
will come to Halifax for three days in June to deliver the new module and work with IOI 
- Canada staff to adapt the module to the IOIVU on line delivery system.

IOI - Canada has submitted a proposal to the Canada Trust Friends of the Environment 
Fund for a GPA resource mobilization node that will take advantage of the International 
Baccalaureate programme requirement for students to contribute 150 hours of service 
time in order to qualify for their diploma.. The first phase of this project is proposed as a 
local start up of the network and communications system that will eventually link up all 
IB schools in order to broker these hours for GPA related activities such as research, 
awareness, outreach and local implementation and education initiatives.

Dr. Borgese is a member of the UNEP Executive Director's GPA Steering Committee. 
Through this affiliation and her position on the Canadian Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans Minister's Advisory Council on the Oceans (MACO), Dr. Borgese has obtained a 
commitment to start a project to revitalize the regional Seas programme which is the 
operational arm or organization for the GPA. It is unclear whether this is an IOI - Canada 
project or should be better seen as an IOI wide project initiated by the Founder and 
Honorary Chair.



IOI - Canada has the agreement of Environment Canada that the IOI - Canada will be a 
NGO participant in the Canadian preparations for the Intergovernmental Review and 
more specifically in the development of a Canadian work plan for 2002-2006 and the 
possible roles of the civil sector in this work plan. The IOI - Canada has made several 
suggestions and offers in response to a call to us by Environment Canada for input. A 
response and decision is expected in April.



27-03-01
Re: Oceans Stewardship Conference 

Vancouver 
June 6-8,2001

I am pleased to advise that the proposed Oceans Stewardship conference will proceed and 
we are hopeful that all MACO members can attend.

The attached draft program, including panel chairpersons and speakers, offers a 
manageable initiative from which we can:
• encourage greater public awareness and support for oceans issues;
• provide input to an Oceans message for the World community as it prepares for the 

world summit on Sustainable Development;
• develop a set of summary conference report of key issues brought forward in panel 

forums on Oceans Stewardship, Oceans Governance Arrangements and the State of 
Oceans Reporting; and

• provide a good venue for the next meeting of MACO.

The conference offers MACO an excellent opportunity to contribute to the Oceans debate 
including an important conference overview segment on the final day together with a 
private Ministerial session. We are also hopeful that members of Oceans Advisory 
Committee's from New Zealand and Australia will attend. This would offer MACO a 
unique opportunity to exchange ideas with international counterparts.

At this stage of our preparations we have largely confirmed the chairpersons and speakers 
for the conference. We now wish to extend invitations to the wider audience of 
international experts, government officials in Canada and national NGO's in Canada.



The venue holds 125 people comfortably and we aim to invite 150 with an anticipated 
turnout of approximately 100.

The proposed invitees are:

Conference Chairpersons and Speakers (see program) 23

MACO and Oceans Ambassadors 11

Federal Representatives from DFO, DOE, DFAIT, 26
NRCAN, CIDA, Transport and Industry

Provincial / Territorial Representatives 20
[except for Alberta and Saskatchewan]

International Experts (see attached list) 30

National Canadian NGOs (see attached list) 40

F49

If you see any obvious oversights for either the international experts or national Canadian 
NGO's list please inform me as soon as possible.

The final program will be distributed by the end of April and we plan to include some 
questions / issues for the Panels to consider. Your suggestions would be very helpful.

I will keep you posted on the developments.

Yours sincerely

John Karau



Dear Elisabeth,

Thanks for your help in identifying a suitable candidate for the P3 and P4 positions that we have 
available. I will keep Peter in mind for later job opportunities but I first want to assess how he 
performs in the temporarily “voluntary” contract he has now and what his strengths are. There is a 
difference between being a good scientist and a good program manager and Peter lacks experience. 1 
will keep you informed on the progress.

We haven’t heard as yet from Dr. Shastic. If he applies we will consider him. Please can you 
communicate his contact details to us. Please also let us know if you know o f other good candidates 
from developing countries for GPA positions. Filling the P3 post for Physical Alteration and 
Destruction o f Habitats is the most urgent, then a P4 officer for NPA, (the job Monica Borobia used to 
do) and more to follow.

With regard to your insurance proposal:

j  I think it is an excellent idea to develop a GPA related program within the insurance sector, building 
on past UNEP work and work o f others. Such a program could nicely fit into the 2002 -  2006 GPA 

i costed work program we are now developing and which will be mainly implemented at the regional 
level.

However I am a bit at loss about what exactly the program would do and achieve.
I agree that the program should be site-specific (and could be linked with the
PPP (regional for a we endeavour to establish)and should begin at local and regional level.

1 don’t see the need for a preparatory phase with NGO’s. NGO’s are only part 
o f the stakeholder groups. The insurance companies and municipal authorities should be 
involved from the very start o f the project and help defining so that the project fits their 
needs as well. Stakeholder involvement from the very beginning is crucial for the success 
o f PPP.
1 also don’t see the need to start o ff with training courses for NGO’s. A training module 
on insurance issues could be incorporated in the IOI training courses, but this should be 
part o f the “greater” project, not a preparatory activity.
Stakeholder Councils only really work when they are geared to one or more specific 
problems. Therefore, besides identifying the site, the identification o f the issues to be 
addressed is crucial in the preparatory phase. Insurance partners should be involved. 
Consultation with regional partners might be necessary before finalizing the project 
proposal, so that the project addresses real priority needs, maybe within the framework o f 
the PPP fora we intend to start the set up in a number o f regions with the regional seas. 
Following issues could be addressed: risk assessment, standard setting, community 
training. These issues could be part o f local/regional projects. The project should be 
clearly focused and deliver tangible results.

I hope these preliminary comments help and stand ready to further develop the idea to set up a project 
jointly with the insurance sector (after the IGR).

Best regards,

Veerle
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To: "Elisabeth M. Borgese", EBorgese
From: bevon raorrison, INTERNET:bevonm@cwjamaica.com
Date: 21/06/101, 10:36 AM
Re: Re: continuation of project

Dear Elizabeth
It was really wonderful hearing from you. And yes I am definitely well and 
very active. The Commenwealth Science Council has a stong interest in Water 
Resources Mgt (mainly freshwater resources, but with the longterm aim to 
work with the Caribbean Environment Health Institute in Ocean Resources) and 
we have been asked to look at some of these issues.
I am excited about the prospects of working with you on the paper for the 
Inter-Governmental Review Conference on the GPA
in Montreal this coming November. We can update the paper. In terms of our 
progress with the fund to social risks - we are meeting with the Minister of 
Tourism to further advance it. She seems very receptive to the idea. We 
have also had discussions with industry and they seem open to the idea.
The contact at the World Tourism Organization is

Francesco Frangialli
Secretary General
World Tourism Organization
Capitan Haya, 42
28020 Madrid - Spain
TEL. (34) 915 678100
Fax (34) 915713733

By the way there is another interesting issue that I would like to discuss 
with you.
The issue of how to deal with solid waste (Plastic, cans, non-returnable 
glass etc) has been occupying the minds of decision makers in Jamaica. 
Currently, the material clog gullies and drains and finally end up in the 
sea, where it then has an adverse impact on plants and animals in the sea. 
They are two options (i) Voluntary Recycling Program (Led by industry) or 
(ii) Deposit/Refund System. I am urgently searching for funds to look at 
how Item (i) could be done for a wide range of solid waste materials in 
Jamaica. Currently, this model is used to recycle "PET Plastics. The 
financing of the project would be similar to that articulated for the "Fund 
for Social Risks".
Any ideas?
Well I am looking forward to seeing you in July and look forward to talking 
to you about several issues.
----  Original Message ----
From: Elisabeth M. Borgese <EBorgese@compuserve.com>
To: Bevon Morrison <call0callassociates.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2001 6:48 AM 
Subject: continuation of project

Dear Bevon,
We have been out of touch for a long time! I hope this letter finds you 
well and active as always.
Now there is a wonderful opportunity to come back to our tourism work. Dr. 
Veerle Vandeweerd, the coordinator of the IGR/GPA undertaking, with her 
UNEP office in the Hague, has asked us to prepare something on the 
possibilities of a "tourist tax" or "fund" -- in the context of UNEP's 
ongoing quest for "new and additional funding."
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GPA - The Hague, Coordination Office of the Global Programme of Action 
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities

Professor Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
Founder and Honorary Chair 
International Océan Institute -  Canada 
Dalhousie University 
1226 LeMarchant Street 
Halifax NS B3H 3P7 
Canada

Our Ref: VV/OV/jj Date: 28th April 2001

Dear Ms Mann Borgese,

I have the honour to refer to the First Intergovernmental Review Meeting of the GPA to 
be held in Montreal, Canada, 26th - 30th November 2001. I wish to express my sincere thanks 
for your kind acceptance to become a member of the Steering Committee. It is a great privilege 
for UNEP to count on your expertise and valuable contribution to this important meeting.

As indicated previously, the main responsibility of the Steering Committee is to provide 
policy guidance to UNEP during the preparatory process leading up to the GPA 
Intergovernmental Review Meeting and assist UNEP in conducting the meeting itself. Allow 
me, therefore, to attach for your appreciated comments and input, the following draft papers 
that will constitute the key discussion documents at the Intergovernmental Review Meeting:

(1) Draft Provisional Agenda, (in particular we seek your input on agenda items 6, 8 and 9).
(2) Two Draft Non Papers on Ocean Governance and Financing the GPA.
(3) Draft Montreal Declaration on the GPA.

Your valuable input will enable us to redraft the papers before circulating them for wide 
review at the beginning of July 2001.

P.O. Box 16227, 2500 BE, The Hague, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 70 311 4460. Fax: +31 70 345 6648. Email: gpa@unep ,nl 
Internet site: www.gpa.unep.org. Visiting address: Vuurtorenweg 35-37, 2583 XL The Hague, The Netherlands 
Accessible with tramlines 7, 8 and 11, and busline 23 from Central Station and/or Hollands Spoor.

http://www.gpa.unep.org
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Your strategic advice on elements/options to include in the Non Papers and the 
Montreal Declaration will greatly assist UNEP in shaping the preparatory process and the 
Review Meeting, and providing direction and focus to the discussions at the Ministerial 
segment of the meeting. To facilitate communication between the Steering Committee and 
UNEP, we would appreciate it if you could direct your response to Dr V. Vandeweerd, 
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office, P.O. Box 16227, 2500 BE The Hague, The Netherlands. The 
Second Announcement for the Review Meeting is also being attached for your perusal.

Yours sincerely.

c.c. Veerle Vandeweerd, Coordinator, UNEP/GPA Coordination Office 
The Hague, the Netherlands Fax: +31 70 345 6648

Enclosures: Provisional Agenda
Non Paper I 
Non Paper II
Draft Montreal Declaration
Second Announcement
List of Steering Committee Members

Klaus Töpfer 
Executive Director



To: "Elisabeth M. Borgese", EBorgese
From: "Veerle Vandeweerd", INTERNET :v.vandeweerd@unep.nl 
Date: 19/07/01, 4:33 AM
Re: Re: Insurance project

Thanks Elisabeth, will include in project doc 2002-2006 and come back to you 
later.
Thanks for the clarification.
Preparation of IGR are in full swing, will shortly have documents as will be 
distributed to participants for your appreciated review.
Best regards 
Veerle
----  Original Message ----
From: Elisabeth M. Borgese <EBorgese@compuserve.com>
To: Veerle Vandeweerd <v.vandeweerd@unep.nl>
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2001 8:45 PM 
Subject: Insurance project

> Dear Veerle,
>
> Further to my last letter to you, regarding the insurance concept paper.
>
> I now have a reaction from my great friend Orio Giarini, probably the most
> important insurance economist in the world today, founder and long-time
> secretary-General of the Geneva Association for the Study of Insurance
> Economics whose membership comprises the CEOs of all major insurance and
> re-insurance companies. He is enthusiastic about the project. I am asking
> him now whether he can organise a small but prestigious workhop in Geneva
> to look into it with some more detail. This should happen in the fall, in
> September, if possible. In the meantime I am going to find out which of 
our
> Centres would be prepared to conduct one of the pilot experiments.
>
> It would of course be absolutely splendid if you could include the project
> in the 2002-2006 costed work programme which you are now developing. But
to
> enable you to do that, we have to do a lot more work on it, taking care of
> all the points you have raised.
>
> Should we then draft a sort of "project document"? I would like to do that
> after the Geneva workshop, if that takes place!
>
> Now to your points.
>
> You wrote you are a bit of a loss about what exactly the program would do
> and achieve.
>
> Answer: From the GPA point of view (the concept paper was written from 
the
> point of view of the Insurance Industry), the project would achieve the
> following:
>
> It would enhance Integrated Coastal and Ocean Management which is
> fundamental for the achievement of sustainable development, including the
> prevention of marine pollution from land- based activities;
>
> it would enhance competent risk assessment, or introduce it where
> it does not exist, with regard to coastal engineering, and the development
> of other technologies and structures so as to reduce pollution from
> landbased activities;
>
> it would alleviate poverty in coastal areas (mini-mutual insurance
> plan, disasster mitigation, etc.)
>
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> It would be much more than research or theory: It would be
> practical action through a number of pilot experiments which really do the
> jo b .
>
> We both agree that the project must be site specific. Some of the 
desirable
> sites are already at our disposal: Jamaica has already enthusiastically
> agreed to participate. We don't have a Centre there, but we have
> established an excellent working relationship with the Prime Minister's
> Office and we have an excellent consultant there (Bevon Morrison). Also,
> Jamaica is quite advanced in having established mechanisms for integrated
> coastal and ocean management, into which we could insert the insurance
> industry.
>
> Malta has expressed interest.
>
> Yokohama The municipality is already involved in work with us. We do need 
a
> coastal megacity. Our Centre there is extremely well organised, and I
> anticipate no difficulties.
>
> We absolutely need an African site; and I think Kenya would be most
> suitable.
>
> These are already 4! I still would add either Costa Rica for Latin 
America
> or India for Asia.
>
> You don't see the need for a preparatory phase with NGOs, including the
> training of these NGOs.
>
> Answer: That depends on the place. I don't think we need NGOs in Jamaica,
> Malta, and Yokohama; we do need NGOs in Africa, in India (where we already
> have one) and probably in Costa Rica. Our approach must be bottom-up as
> much as top down; Poor coastal communities -- which we need to involve --
> have absolutely not the slightest idea about "integrated coastal
> management," GPA, etc. One really has to start from scratch, beginning 
with
> the building of confidence and trust. And that has to be done by people on
> the ground. Local NGOs have done that very well. They speak the language;
> they are close to these communities -- but they too need instruction about
> what we want to achieve. Of course I completely agree that the insurance
> companies and municipal authorities must be involved from the very start.
> To involve the insurance companies would be the purpose of the Geneva
> workshop. To involve municipal authorities would be the job of the NGO we
> might select in Costa Rica or Kenya.
>
> We do have a training module in the 101 training courses, as part of the
> "greater" project, but that is tailored to the needs of mid-career civil
> servants, with at least one University degree: it is not tailored to the
> needs of poor people in coastal communities.
>
> I completely agree with what you say in the paragraph on stakeholder
> Councils. Also the issues you mention are included in my concept paper,
> but, as you point out, this must be discussed with the insurance industry
> as well as with the municipalities.
>
> If, in due time, you need a "project document" I would be most grateful if
> you could send me the form already now -- then I know what to work 
towards.
>
> I am sure this can develop into a very exciting and innovative project!
>
> Warm regards,
>
> Elisabeth
>
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

To: Dr. Klaus Toepfer
Fax No 254 2 226895

From: Elisabeth Mann Borgese
Fax No. 1 902 868 2455

Date: July 23, 2001

Subject: GPA - WSSD

Dear Dr. Toepfer,

so many things have developed at our end that I feel the need to bring you up to date. I believe the 
International Ocean Institute can really make a useful contribution both to the Montreal and the 
Johannesburg events.

Let me begin by telling you how much I enjoy working with Veerle Vandeweerd. She is an 
extraordinary woman! I have done my best in advising her on what she is doing at her end, and she has 
shown full understanding of what we are trying to do at our end.

And on this I have three matters to report, which I think could contribute to the success of both 
Montreal and Johannesburg: Our insurance project; our project for the establishment of regional centres 
for technology development and transfer; our project for the International Ocean Institute Virtual 
University (IOIVU). I am enclosing all three documents.

1. The Insurance project.

UNEP has done already a lot on getting the Insurance Industry committed to the protection of 
the environment. We are building on these efforts, carrying them from the level of research and 
declaration to the level of active involvement. It is our thesis that integrated coastal and ocean 
management and the Insurance Industry have a common interest, and that is risk

1902 494 1737 

far: 1902494 2034 
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reduction in coastal areas which in this century are the most densely populated and at the same 
time the most vulnerable areas on our planet. We believe that the integration of the Insurance 
industry, as major stakeholders, in integrated coastal management, would be mutually 
beneficial. For the industry, it would increase “insurability”; from the sustainable development 
point of view, it would reduce poverty and enhance livelihoods in coastal areas

We started the project in cooperation with Swiss Re two years ago, completing a first phase 
with a workshop in Bermuda; we have now drawn up a concept paper for a follow-up phase of 
practical action through 5 pilot experiments, involving at least one SIDS (Jamaica, Malta) one 
coastal Mega-city (Yokohama); and 3 poor coastal villages in Africa (Kenya), Asia (India) and 
Latin America (Costa Rica).

We have discussed the concept paper with Dr. Vandeveerd, and she has decided to include the 
project in the costed plan of action, 2002-2006. The next step at our end is the organisation of 
a small but prestigious workshop, with 3-4 CEOs of the Industry, in Geneva, probably in 
September, under the auspices of the Geneva Association. Orio Giarini is very enthusiastic 
about the project. We will then develop the concept paper into a full project document.

The Technology Centres.

We were most happy when UNICPOLOS this year recommended, by consensus, the 
implementation of Articles 276 and 277 of the LoS Convention, mandating the establishment of 
Regional Centres, which had been almost forgotten.

We have worked on this over 20 years, in cooperation with UNEP and UNIDO, and our 
efforts are summarized in the .Discussion Paper which I am enclosing. The establishment of 
these “Centres” is today more important than ever.

In a comparative study we did for UNICPOLOS last year we made two important points:
(1) that each of the major legal/paralegal instruments of the UNCLOS/UNCED process (the 
LoS Contention; the Biodiversity and Climate Conventions; Agenda 21; the Straddling Stocks 
Agreement; the FAO Code of Conduct; the GPA; the Barbados Plan of Action) made 
provisions for the transfer of environmentally sustainable technologies to developing countries;
(2) that the technologies involved are basically the same or very closely related. We suggested 
that such a splintering and duplication of efforts would be highly wasteful, and that it would be 
far more effective to create one system for technology development and transfer to serve 
the needs of a ll the Conventions, Agreements, Codes and Programmes of the 
UNCLOS/UNCED process, on a regional basis, in the context of the “revitalization of 
the Regional Seas Programme.” This year, we submitted to UNICPOLOS a second study, 
with a “discussion model” showing how these “Centres” or “virtual centres” or “systems" could 
be cost-effectively organized and integrated into the Regional Seas Programme. If 
Johannesburg could come up with a pilot project, perhaps for the Mediterranean, this would be 
a big step towards capacity building and the implementation of sustainable development!



J . The IOIVU

The IOI Virtual University is our biggest and most ambitious project. The idea is to utilize the 
rather unique network of our now 18 operational centres and their prestigious host institutions 
to put together a Master Degree programme in ocean affairs, delivered through a combination 
of most advanced distant-learning technologies and on-site internships, to students anywhere in 
the world. The project is cosponsored by the UNU, UNESCO/IOC, and the WMU. The 
preparations are quite advanced and we intend to go on line in 2003.This, too, we feel could 
make a valid contribution to capacity building for the implementation of all UNCLOS/UNCED 
Conventions and Programmes. I am aware that you have initiated a similar undertaking in 
cooperation with the UNU, but this will deal with the Environment in General. As I understand 
it, it is not specifically focussed on the ocean. The two projects could and should complement 
each other.

We would like to introduce the IOIVU during the Johannesburg Summit -- perhaps as a lunch
time side-show, if possible.

This covers our main activities at the moment. I hope you find them useful.

With all good wishes and warm personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

Elisabeth Mann Borgese / 
Professor
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T E L E F A X  T R A N S M I S S I O N

To: See e-mail list Fax:

Cc: Fax:

Date; Tuesday, 02 October 2001 GPA ref.:

From: Veerle Vandeweerd 
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office

Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:

+31 70 311 4460 
+31 70 345 6648 
gpa@unep.nl

Subject; Discussion on Ocean Governance at the GPA IGR meeting Page 1 of 3

ATTACHED, for information / at your request / for your immediate action / for confirmation, 

please find: 1. E-mail, Veerle Vandeweerd (2 pages)

2. __________________________________________ ______ ____________

3. _________ _______________________________________________

4. _______

Remarks:

Kind regards,

Veerle Vandeweerd

FAX REF

P.Q. Box 16227, 2500 BE, The Hague, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 70 311 4460. Fax: +31 70 345 6648. Email: gpa@unep ,nl 
Internet site: www.gpa.unep.org. Visiting address: Vuurtorenweg 35-37, 2583 XL The Hague, The Netherlands 
Accessible with tramlines 7, 8 and 11, and busline 23 from Central Station and/or Hollands Spoor.
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Jennifer Jans

From: Veerle Vandeweerd [v.vandeweerd@unep.nl]
Sent; zaterdag 29 September 2001 11:28
Ta. Remi Parmentier Hamdallah Zedan; Jim Willis; Ellik Adler; Jorge lllueca; Simon Cripps,

l3 » r! Montoon; Patricio Bernal; Lee Kimball; David Read Barker; E isabe h M. 
Borgese, Allerd Stlkker, Dagmara Berbalk; Alan Simcock; Mleczyslaw Ostojski. Tim Bagley, D . 
Biliana Cicin-Sain

Cc: Donald Kanlaru; Lesly Puyol; David Osborn; Magnus Johannesson; TuilomaNeroniSlade.Tom
Laughlin; Robert Bechtloff; Kenneth D. Korporal; Jim Osborne; Jennifer Jans, Robbeit Droop, Chns 
Tompkins; Adnan Amin; Cees van de Guchte; Joe Schittone; Masa Nagai; Halifa Drammeh

Subject: Discussion on ocean governance at the GPA IGR meeting
Dear all,

We would like to start preparing for the discussions on Improving the Implementation of the GPA through 
Improved Coastal and Ocean Governance, under agenda item 7 of the annotated agenda of the Montreal 
meeting, 26th to 30th November. This is during the multistakeholder segment of the meeting.

Originally we had planned for short presentations under the headings listed below, to initiate the discussions. 
However, given the positive responses to the IGR, the magnitude of relevant ongoing work and the active 
involvement from many partners, we feel that we should cut official presentations to a minimum to allow ample 
ample time for discussion. The purpose of the session is to come up with crisp recommendations for effective 
action that will be forwarded to the Ministerial segment. Indications are that we will have a good group of 
Ministers attending, highly involved in the process. The aim of the Ministerial segment is to arrive at a strong 
and practical Montreal Declaration, detailing specific action to forward ocean governance, to be 
also submitted to the Paris Ocean Meeting (3-9 December), the Bonn Water meeting (3-9 December), the 
WSSD, and to the fourth session of the IEG meeting that will be conducted directly after the IGR. With regard 
to the IEG meeting, the aim of the IGR is to provide input on how the discussions on improved environmental 
governance can be translated in action on the ground in one subject area: protection of the marine 
environment from land based activities, within the framework of the regional seas,

We thus propose to cut the official presentations to a strict minimum, and, instead of presentations, solicit to- 
the-point interventions from the floor. To ensure that the different stakeholder groups have ample opportunity 
to present their point of view, we will prepare detailed notes for the co-chairs, - based in the exchange of 
views, initiated with this email - indicating who wishes to speak on the different subjects mentioned in 
the annotated agenda.

The annotated agenda proposes that the following clusters will be considered under this agenda item:

a. Multi-stakeholder platforms for generating action and better coordination (including the 
private sector; financial institutes, NGO's, andparlementarians);

b. Improving cooperation and delivery between global and regional environmental 
conventions (with a particular reference to the Regional seas, IEG, and including POPs 
and CBD);

c. Intra-regional cooperation among United Nations and other organizations (also with 
reference to UNICPOLOS and ACC/SOCA andSW R);

d. The role of civic society and local governments; (including the private sector, Globe,
1C LEI and NGO's) and

e. The role o f river basin commissions and coastal area management (including the Bonn 
and Paris meetings).

The annotated agenda further proposes:

The discussions might draw, in particular, on regional seas programmes and consider how 
coordinated regional approaches provide realistic opportunities to improve the delivery of 
global mandates on the one hand, and enhance effectiveness and economies of scales o f 
national efforts on the other.

0 1 /1 0 /0 1

mailto:v.vandeweerd@unep.nl


2, OCT. 2 0 0 1  1 1 : 5 2 UNEP GPA THE HAGUE 7 0 3 4 5 6 6 4 8 NO. 6 4 7 3  “  P. 3 / 3

The Meeting will be invited to consider document UNEP/CPA/IGR.1/7 outlining some o f the 
options related to the specific measures required to improve the current coastal rnd 
governance framework for the purpose o f accelerating implementation o f the Global 
Programme of Action at the global, regional and national levels. Tins document, as amended 
by the Meeting, will be forwarded to the Ministerial/High-level segment.

The Meeting will be invited to agree on specific recommendations on how to mainstream the 
Global Programme of Action and integrate it with relevant multilateral environment^ 
agreements related to ocean governance, and, in that context, to consider the ro e °  e m 
Nations and other organisations, civil society, non-governmental organisations and river basin 
commissions, in its implementation.

Based on the above, the Meeting will be invited to agree on elements and recommendations to 
be included in the draft Montreal Declaration on the Protection o f the Marine Environment 
from Land-based Activities, to be considered and adopted by the Ministerial/High-level 
segment.

With this email, I would like to invite you to consider which specific (practical and action-oriented) points you 
might wish to bring up during the discussion, and if possible provide draft input to the 
amendment/enhancement of document UNEP/GPA/lGR.1/7 and the Montreal declaration. By starting this 
discussion well in advance of the meeting, we aim at ensuring that valuable, innovative suggestions are not 
getting lost in multitude of items considered by the meeting, that other groups (then governments) points of 
view are adequately reflected in the outcome of the meeting and that thus we will have a truly 
multistakeholder discussion.

Considering that we have only the afternoon of Tuesday to address this important issue, we also like to invite 
you to consider (including the funding, e.g by hosting a proposed working group) how the suggestions 
proposed and agreed by the meeting can be further developed into concrete action in the months following 
the IGR. The last thing we would like to have is that the Montreal Declaration and the report of the meeting, 
remain dead pieces of paper, listing good intentions without follow-up. A (Flemish) saying goes: "Better one 
bird in the hand then 10 in the sky", or to use the Chinese proverb to illustrate the proposed leit-motif of the 
meeting: "The long march started with a first step".

Please note that Mr David Osborn will be the contact point in my office for the governance topic. In the first 
instance we kindly ask us to let us know, possibly by 15 October:

- if and when you would wish to make an intervention;

- specific points you wish to see reflected in the discussions/ background paper, Montreal 
declarion and/or Stakeholder statements (to be attached to the Montreal Declaration),

- specific proposals on how to implement in concrete terms the proposals for Improving the 
Implementation of the GPA through Improved Coastal and Ocean Governance, in the months 
following the IGR and proceeding the WSSD.

Please also note that shortly you will receive a similar email on the topic: Financing the GPA. The discussions 
on governance and financing are closely link - Tom Laughin refers to it as the Governance/Finance 
continuum, but differ in scope, audience and action. We have tried to capture this in UNEP/GPA/IGR.1/8.

May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your appreciated contribution to the GPA, and the IGR in 
particular. We hope that the IGR will provide an opportunity to forward you action programmes and to arrive at 
a greater collaboration and coherence between the many stakeholders contributing to ocean governance.

Best regards and thanks a lot in advance.

Veerle
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From: International Ocean Institute <mcoffensmout@KiIcoml.UCIS.Dal.Ca>
To: "Suzanne" <suzanne.vanoverveId@raivision.n>
Subject: Re: Participation at the UNEP conference
Date sent: Tue, 8 Jan 2002 09:44:06 AST

Thank you for your message, which I have forwarded to the person who 
deals with finances. Nice to see the photograph o f  our booth.

Madeleine Coffen-Smout

From: "Suzanne" <suzanne.vanoverveld@raivision.nl>
To: "International Ocean Institute"
<mcoffensmout@Kilcom 1 .UCIS.Dal.Ca> Subject: Participation at
the UNEP conference Date sent: Tue, 8 Jan 2002 14:31:59 +0100

> Dear Madeleine,
>
> Also on behalf  o f  my colleagues o f  RaiVision, I would like to thank
> you for your participation at the Forum Romanum along the UNEP
> conference in Montreal. To our opinion the meeting was a success.
> UNEP has gained a broad support for their programme o f  activities
> which will be implemented in cooperation with a broad group o f
> stakeholders from all sectors.
>
> We hope that you have been able to expose your organisation during
> the conference and that you could make useful contacts with the
> participants.
>
> Earlier (November 16th 2001) we sent you an invoice o f  the stand
> fee. Until now we did not receive your payment. We look forward to a
> swift payment o f  your contribution.
>
> Enclosed you find a digital picture o f  your stand at the Montreal
> meeting. Looking forward meeting you at other occasions in the
> future.
>
> Sincerely Yours,
>
> Edu Willemse
>

International Ocean Institute Tue, 8 Jan 2002 10:42:27
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