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<Y'=noat'h g;~c ~, 
'i¾, moud , /4uff ¼&a 

::ir . Th0'1":1aS :r . .?.2 d cta.L1. , 
44 I'· rk ..it., 
1..,111"':'~·pool, 
.Nova Scoti :i. . 

!lenr 9ir : -

In 3. letter from llr . "." .C ,Avi s , of t he Univers ity of 
Al ber tq ::n f" lisn !)er:->ri.:. r.::e.nt,there ic c. r ef erence to you as a 
"coed researcher 11 • T:ndoub t edly y ou knor-; that J~r . :\vis, i n 
company w.1th :::irofessor 3c <ir e; ill, di s ·•orK i ng on t he conpilation 
of :t dic tionary ot· C--:.no..dir:m ..... ni;l ish t errno . 

I h:ci v e ueen c ollect1nfs fn..c· t hem , over a number 
of years : 1·,orcts in use in the ttr1 t1;;,e;..; and :!'le,vfoundland . 1'Toi~• 
Llr . .\vi s i s ask i ng me jrn hel::, t hem v: i t h sor ie prob1 ema t i c a l 11ord;:, . 

..". lre"dy ">Ve tuve done consideraole r esearc h about 
kiac k , our wes t e rn c oui1ties 1 name [i·or t he a. lewif e or g~_.:n:iereuu . 
TheNat1on4l Librar.1 anct \ ne fVij.1ona !us eum , c:.s 1:1ell as Dr . Ga none 
of A~adia , a nd som0;:; otner ,;eop.Le ve all f :11lcd to fi nd t he 
or1ein of t 11 e t er m, whic h h ad been sugges ted a Micmac . Can yo u 
of fe r any sugeestions about tna t? 

Hr •. '\.vis a lso asks 1f _Qg.t_ s pruce , ,,.,hi c h y ou often 
mention, is t he same ".s 11 hemlock spruc e " , (!l';t 11 bla ck s pruce 11 . He 
i s also tro ubled over mo cca sin , to which you r efer in 
"Wings of tne Nign t 11 , p . 95 . 

Trustine t hat I am not Givi ne you too muc h troub le , 

I am, 

-y~ 

Grac e 3 . Le1·,is , 
0hr. i ..1: rna.n for :Press 1-nd Publici t y. 



Mi ss Gr ~c e Lewi s , 
Pub l ic L .i brar ., , 
'larmou t h , N. S . 

0eo. 1· ~d ss Le wis: 

Ha y2 1 , 1 0 64 1 

rrhe "canoe mo cca s i n'' , a s 1 hav e hcant, 

~~:i ~:, a i :b~~ s~~:~h:: ~~~-\" 
a r c pos s i b l y a ware , t h e moc e;as i n i s i deal f o o twea r nhcn 
pa dd l i ng a cnno c . It i.s co u1 f orta bl e , it can no t dru:ia g e 

1 ~1~:1~r;~~,/~c a~{ a ~:~ , h1~d r~! t g! : e:h ! h~n ~: ~~~ ; j\ 
ri 'bs . 11h e addi t i on o f a t h i n f l exi bl e s ol e e nab l e s b i m ' 
to trav r l ovr r r o ugh po r tage s , "Wi t h t hr canoe on h i s bac k , 1 

withou t hu r ti ng b i s .feet . 

" Oa t spr ucu 11 is t he b l ack s pr ue " as it g ro ws in a n e xpo s e d 
and wi nd) pl ace , a s o n t he s ea s hore , a l a r gC' o pe n pas-
t ur e , or a hi gn h i l l t o p . Jn s uc h v l accs Hie t r e e ts r ather 
s t u nt e d and bri s tling with b r a nc hes f r oo. gro und to t1'p . 
As a r ese l l. Ua c wood is fu l l of knot s and of l itt l e u ~e 
fo r l umbe r or to r pu l p . On 1'a ncook Is land, a t t he mou tli. 
o f Hahon c Ha y , N. s. I ha ve hea rd t. hi s ca j 1 ed 11 m ink s pr u t:13 11 • 

The word 11 k i a ck " , me ani ng a l ewi t [,~ in t.e r ested me f o r 
a l ong time . It s u s e s c>_ea s /, co nf ine d to t he so u t h- wes-
t e r n cou n t ie s o f ?,ova Seo t. ia., a l though Lb.e maps show a · 
11 Kya k Dr ool, 11 f l owing i n to Po r t Uo we harbo r , nea r Can.so ., 
I t i s tl e .fi ni •t e l y no t a t-li c mac wo r d . The, ~11 c ma c wor d t o r 
the ga.s per eau t s 11 oegoo numckw ' 11 • One can o nl y theorise . \ 
l1Jie use o f t he word "k iack 11 occurs i n t h e pa;,rt s of _N . S . \ 
fi r s t s et t led by New ~~ ander s i n the por i Od 1760 - :1 775 . 

i~: :1:a~e~~l ~h:u!~r~:;:A f;~P.l 1 ~~;a:~a d! ~P!:;1 i~!u~i 
Ou thi s a nnual J ou rney t o spawn t h e ki a ck.s mov e i n dense 
schoo l s bu t at e rrati c i n t e r vA-ls . Thus t h e fish e rman 
may have fu rlo l1 S di p ping f o r hal f a n hou r , a nd t hen a \ 
wai t f o r the n ex t Lo a pp ea r . When the g a p oc01.1rre d An , 
ix.it• «« Indi a n migh t; exclni m "k nkaya k ! " meaning 11 Gone"" 
o r 11 Al l go ne"; and wh i Le st r nngcr s bcaai ng h i m mi ght 

~~!~:~1!!c:a~o ti~c n~~:i:~ !~~c/}~~- "ma~' ;e~~a!~r:_ the \ 
" lca yak 11 ( wh i ch l s pr ono unc ed 11Kiack'1 ) is simp l y a c oi n-'\ 
cidc noc . Excep t pe r ha ps i n pr e his t ori c times the Es ki mo ,i 

never lived in o r near Nova Scoti a . 

Ilavc yo u to l d Hr . Avis abo u L t he word 11 r out'1 , u sed by 
Cape Sab l e ti shcnuen t o mean ° the no i se of sur f 1' ? I 
though t 1 t a loua l expr essi on . and t h e n fou nd i t t n 
Tiak l uy t . 

!:li ncere l y , 

\ 
\ 



'??/a,,,,noud fj),,,,£4,c ~a,,,,? 
.. n.,.d, .A;. . ¼&a 

Jr. 1'not11=1,.; . I ..... \..,_ddalJ., 
4,., :'.:.'irk Gt ., 
.;-i v~r_?oc 1 ! 
. ,ov·; ..., c otic:. • 

..Jc r Dr • .1 ... \dtlal l.-

\ug • ..L 7, ..L;:;104 

. . .Jr • . 1 .. vi2, tnc lexico: -·::. r1er, 1s no·:- · skinc 
!l.Oout~ a tt y - coat , of wh ich y ou speak on pages 146 and 147 in 
11!:uster of } .. rms 11 • :re s?ys th-:it tie 1rnre suc h a, CO:!.t vhcn on a 
c:un of tne 111;e,, .n,;.,s terdar.:i 11 , but doen no t rer:emocr it ocin[; C'1.lled 
oy th t name. Ee Askn " I s t.:.iG ter t"l u.Jed i n !T0va ..., cotia ? 11 

.!hen in th3 11 '.'/ool ~:1op :,e 11 her'.? l,st ·veek, I asked 
. ~r . 11cisa.:~c if ne lme•:; t h13 t erm . .-Ie sho,.,.ed r.ic a1.:urn ie r:- o ol 11 c;lovcs , 

made t'rnm the :i kin of ne·.v- born l"'l~b . _ Th ey ,.,ere spf.t suC~~S .J,+'b".ther 
outs i de , ·-·nct woo lly 1ns1d.c;n:de 1n ...... n1..:.l•:nd;"lnd priced..,,• 0 -.J • 

I s the coo.t cl.lso m'lde ;,f ne· '-born l1ri.b ? 
? ~rh-:t .. ,d ~rcu ,.,ill ue 30 cooU r:i . .J t o le -- u~ kno•.1 . 

Yo urs sincen,ly , 

Gr a a:: ..;; .L e a is . 



Y.dse Grace s . Levis, 
l aniouth Public LibrU';' , 
Yarmouth, N.S. 

Dear Miaa Levis: 

August 2), 1964 

The " ~ coat" vaa a hooded woolen coat (or 
frock or amock) , usual.l,t or a ON81l color, Usu.eel in the Ro7al 
Nao;y and Ro,ral Canadian Nav during World War Cne, tor winter 
wear 1n the llorth AUant1c. nir1ne World War Two the type 
of ooat vu iasued, Wt vaa usuall.Jr blu• 1n the Canadian aenice. 

We bat.er•• Intemational Dict1onuy detinea the word t.hua: -

' J:.an,iey , l ammie (prob, dim, of .amk) A quilted woolen 
frock or jumper vom by ffamen. BAtl, • " ' 

( 'nur vorda I haw underlined are in italics. ) 

Fron this I &Uffl1se that the tsm ia an old one (our 
coats were not quilted) which C011t.inued 1n uae tor such "frocks 
or jumpers" during World War Cbe and tor a<lN 7eare afterward 
1n British and Canadian shipa, fur1ng the period 1918-1922 
I !ound the lornm,y coat 1n uae ( and called "qv' that name) 1n 
varioua Canadian merchant and on Canadian ahoN w1Nleaa 
at.ationa. All ot these coats wre ot the wartime naT&l iaaue. 

Ioura ainoerel,y, 
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