
Mr , Tho~as H. Radda ll 
Author 
Er idgetown , Nova Sc otia 

Dear Hr . !<add a 11: 

56A Belle Vista Drive, 
Dartmouth , Nova Scotia 
Harch 9, 1968 

After several yea rs and read ing your 11 Wings of Night " 
once again , I have dredged up the c ourage (fearing a negat ive 
reply) to write you regarding a cranuscript in cry possession . 

The mater ial originated with a batch of notebooks , 
written by hand , by my father , of his ex;,erienc es as a 
Canadian volu!lteer in the R. ILC . V. R; the group loaned to the 
British Havy by the Canadian Governmen t before our R. C. ~1 . was 
formed at the beginning of the First Uor ld ,iar . 

This inateria l can be added to and authenticated by my 
father who has a very good :!l.e:nory and his brother who was in 
the same outf lht ov€rseas ( both live in the )rovince ) and a 
recently retired :faval Cc~mandcr in Ottawa who was also with 
them and who has ::.rnblished a couple of bocks cf poetry; and 
.?erha)s others . 

I do not believe this ~articular facet of the Fi r s t 
1·"orld ,Jar has ever been written up . The material is not the 
wi ldly exciting , s exy best - seller ty;ie bµt more a l ong the 
lines cf uThe Cruel Sea 11 • 

l;y f ather has always hoped tha t I would write it up bu t 
unfortunately "'Y literary ability begins and ends with a healthy 
aJpreciation for good writing . Andi have dared to hope that 
rierf' .. a.:.:,s this material might merit the efforts of an author of 
your cali' re . I have never a)proached anyone on the matter and 
would rather abandon the ) r eject tha n have tre material 
sensationalized . 

Should you 
be delighted to 
Th.is covers the 

be interested in this , even ,ii l dly , I woul d 
send along a coryy I have ·:i.adc fcr your ._x;:rusal . 
period from 1914 - 1918 fairly well . ,tnh/rrg ghout . 

l~ t s;ryy,~ 
&~David T/ Gill 



Mra. Dand T. Gill, 

,56A Bell• Viat.a. Dri Te, 

Dartmouth, h. S. 

Dur 11.r s . Gill: 

llarch 16,1968 

'lber• have been 1 0 many eood memoirs ot the 

two world wu• t hat publiahera • re not keen about more, 

they have 1011lething new and atarUing to re'f'Ul. I gather 

fr01:1 your letter that your fathff I a ae1110ir1 are not amaat-

i onaJ. in arr:, wq. 

As you knov, the literary art toda,y. like all 

the other arta, 1o in a at.ate ot anarob,y. ~ing or .beauty 

or good aenae or order ia condemned u 11aq_uare a, and anrt.h1ng 

v11.d.l.,y grotesque or aaorbid i s touted to the ski••• 

vho pr cd'••• to ... 1n all this ul'b-a-modarn atutt 

to Ile like chu:eleona flitting about a tNe, 

loat M ong the varicoloured light. aM bau~bl••• am mad 

fl'Olll the mere effort. to cope. 

Peroonally I obould lib to read the cop7 

you ha n made, and it rw w1.ah I will gi w yoo. an opinion. 

on it. 

Sincerel.7, 
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