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Mr . Thomas H. Rad dall, 
°lo Saturday :Evening Post 

Phila delphia , Fa ., 

Dear .1: i r. Rad dall: 
I se l dom write ,and seldom receive fan letters , 

but I ant to cong r a tulate you on your story 11 The .iracle" in the 
last Post. I t is the best story of the orth I 've read in a long , 
lo time;I might say,since Stewart l!: dward White turne d spiritualist 
or omething and quit writing his fine North ~oods and Far North 
tales, which in s pire d me ,wh en I v-.ras a kid logger out in 'iisconsin 
to try to write some , my.:-self . 

I have be en pa s s ing up most of the Post's "modern" stories 
lately,as they se emed to me to be mostly puer.ile,f0 rmula stories, 
and yours hit me ri ght between the eyes and where I live . Do 
rome more , and if you have don e others al ong tha t line ,~et me know 
where to find them . They click With II£ 1 00 p ercent . I 'm just now 
wres t ling with a r iver-drive-jam s tory for Boys' Life : 

I liked your little mention of t he queer f act t hat a hackma t ack 
( tamarack to me ) tree,is on e of the odd conifers t ha t sheds its 
leaves . Of course , you know, birches do,too , and t h ey are conifers . 
But t he tama r a ck looks s o much like a balsaam or s pr uce all s ummer 
and fall an d t hen goes naked like a strip - teaser among tre es . 
I have a graceful one in my front yard,pulled up out of a swamp and 
dragg ed home a s ah infant ,now 12 feet t all and having a tree expert 
for a son-i n - l aw, it has escaped the beetle etc . which is k~lling 
tij.em all off in this Berkshire Hills country . 

You may recall my two kodac hrome illustrated a r ticles in 
the :Post , " Come Let Us Go Spel unkingrr and "As Easx. As Falling Off 
a Log 1 , with Dnitri's pix for t he l a tter , Septembe:r~l 941 . I have 
c ome almost close to ge t ting a fiction tale in the 1-'ost and i n-
tend to k eep on trying until I do . J ack Alexander t hinks sometime 
I 'll make it with a logging tale . 

Best of luck , 
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