
Borgal.d ' s Point, 

Chester Bas i n , 

Nov a Scotia. 

15th Mey I 949 , 

Dear Mr Raddall , 

\'/hen I v isi ted you in March you were k ind enough 

to say tnat ir t here was a:nything t'urtncr you couJ.d do t o ass ist 

me you would be glad to do so, a dange r ous r emark to make .1. 1m 

af'raid as .1. am t aking you at y our word: 

l am hoping you v,111 be k ind enough to tell me 

wna t , i n your op i n ion, is wrong v11 tn tnese t h ree e:t'f orts of mine. 

11 Sweet Plunder 11 I thought would suit tne Ameri can .Marke t but it 

ha s been buzzine b ack and forth t·rom Yanke e Magazines with great 

reguJ. ari ty, likewise from tne '.1.'oronto Sta r Weekly. 'l'hough at the 

moment i t is laneui shing with t he Redbook r.1ag, until they stick 

a r e j ection slip on i t and push it back. 11Pos t s cr1pt 0 I had hopes 

fo r on t he Canadian 1,iarket: a s i t has no American background, but 

t hat likewise seems doomed to be s tillborn ! 
"·l'he Secr e t of Oak J.sland. tt I wrot ,, wi th tile idea 

o:t it being a children ' s serial, but a l t nough e publisner named 

Bonnelli of Toronto express ed a v e rn,J 1·avourable op inion ot' 1 t and 

sent it to t ne States on my b ehalf, thougn unbeknown to me , it 

comes nome to roost eve rytime. 

l"'leasc fo rei Ye my asking tni s favour of' you, but 

.1 r.rould appreciate a candid opinion if you t,avc the time to spare; 



bu t plea s e don rt botner it' you a r e busy~ 

uy k111g r ega r ds to tl!.r s Haddall a nd once ai:!'a i n 

my apoloei es f'or both -::: r ing y ou ~ .... 

Yours s i ncer•el y , 

cSh ~ -! t:_ t&.li~ 

~u.~~u ~~- :;~·,1..J. 

/lwufaO-lf~ -
4-?J a.Ltl k-e ,l.nJd J< 

'1 ,~f /(c._Jtia,Lt._ ~tr ~,,,jl~ 

q~,J.k ~· aY&rfJh 



June }rd, 1:)49 

Dear W:r. Kitl e;y , 

, I r eturn under sep.fl r A.te cover the three s~i es ;you sent for '117 . 

~;r:Fi~d~;1d:~« w!~s:;' t::!!!c!:: ·n=:~~n!\:!:~ b:~;t 9: ~~!~;:~y 1:y tA:~=l~~hnt 
e.-t.)el'ience , Al'l.i /';hf)s~ JuO.ge:n~nt of nno t h.er 1s Por k i n t.he r cfore entirely fc.l lible . 
I have seen too many good editors err i n ju.dgenent or a story' to sit c oafortnbl,y 
1 n judee:iten t :·tty<'.· elf. 

T'1.'! Secret, of 0.:-i'c Islf•nd. 
This story has severA.l gl a ring f aulta . In the f i r s t pl nce the 

co!l~ tr'.lc ti ::m is _::,oor. You hr,.ve a 11od.srn chi.U f'~ lling C..o irt. n s!-tr,f t lntv the 
17th c entury . lle r e he meets a coupl e of p i ca resque charnctero who at once 
proceed to rel~te , ti::-"'it in. rol licki ng ;,i rntical l ~ng·tnge, £nd then in s c i e ntific 
purity . a l ong yarn ot 1h!tl!. drop in.t o one o f the :f'antastic worlds of' the Amer i can 
"funnies" . Thus yo·1 f ve ,rheels "'l ithin nhee l s . all coing i,,_ di fferent diroctio:,~ 
and a t different s peeds . All thb would puzzle an adult resder. let a tone the 
childre!l fo!" 'll''io:s ,-our story i s intended . "1hen 7rm a r e ts?ll 1ng a b l e to et1 lldren 
you must lceep children (a nd their editors) in mi nd from f i rst t o l ast . 'l'lo editor 
of n rep~t.<\bl,1 c:'.1ildren ' s - ":le.gnzi1'H) wot1ld psM eo r.io!'\ey r-~ference:i t ~ the devil 
and hell . for example. He 11.ight be broafuainded but the parents ot h i !J roa.ders a re 
i nclined to bd ot ra1t.t ~ced '"here thoir offs_')l' i ,i,g a re conc?.roer.. 'fo r rould ho 
c ons ider for long a tale whi ch speA.ks so f r equently of the odour of rot ting human 
flesh , of n i g:it,!.'lC1re t rees 11hlch ~lowly d_,, v,:rt.13' living l!ten , or 1,eirC. ere;:'tures 
ha.lf- ~A..n half- r a.Ten which on t he other hand devour them very t e st , and other 
e.~uer'J ce.lcule..hd t') 3Card t he ki:is i!!to fitt. rJ'ter J.tazray tucks th.el'a 1-n fo-r 
t he night. To c lea r up this t nle it s e e:ts to me you must either hsTe the boy 
irc;:i iown foe sha ft int:, th3 :!Ji1.st of C"''.>t •• i "I ;::idd 1$ ~er ry ere,, a.i,.d go on wi th 
e. tale of pirates ; or he must drop strai ght into t he wond,:..rt'ul city of .A.tlentis 
a.ni g, on fro1'1 there . fmd either way yo-u m12s+. cut ou t rttthleirnl,r t:.ll t ht t h 
merely morbid or gruasome in y our otherwise excellent fA.nt~ay . 

Sweet Plunder 
This t .<:i l i, l eeks plo t. It i sn ' t enou.:;h s i •.1pl7 to n.~ve l' pai r of 

lovers separated by war . a vessel c reeoine: in, and the l ndy cret1ip!ng out , You 
nu,!! so-oe emot i onal co!l.fl !ct i n t he t a le. HE.v e the lover !hF.l in& fl.l!:..ore i n the 
night to oersuado tba l tidy against her Loyo.lint pre judi ces , and b!'iDg in the 
coll;.,lke t bns 1,/!1i ch ci:Nlr!. arise frocs1 his pr esence ther e ; or ~ ve hi,i c"ll'r7 he r 
off aga inst her will , with the l a dy won over at l ast by her own r o,9ct.ion to the 
strug~lo - - the oncc- .s.bo!.':;od- th~- l~t: r s -:,rt of t h ing. "!fetch the C.i alogue . 

, Eighteenth century i di om. especially in t he coloni e s . was never as stllhd as 
th", t of CecdiP on pnge 2 . f or in1:11 tance; ,j\nd, I doubt i f 1•-:i:, s e ~na.n e7er t::i.lked 
like the c ap t &l n of your brigan tine on pcge 7. Feniriore Cooper use(\ t o put 
t!l.1.s k in.C. of snee.:'.; in th!:: m::riths of his ch~r e~ten b ece..us.'!" he wa?:ted to im?ren· 
the world that . his Yankees were l adi es and gentlemen no less t h-m the proud . and 
ty-re.:m ical 13rithh; b:.1.t the t !) l~ of h is SB"'-:r:ICll Et'l0. baek'C"o'ld1H110n ri ng<;. fP-19,, 
nowadays, Ae someone s aid of the s o- ca lled n gentlemen- ~eA111enh in Ki ng Charles' 
n-~vy • "n.te.s . the gantle"'.!ell; were n"J sct>.mon a."lt'i tbe SOE?.!!en were no gentl e111en .'' 

'lhh h the bes t of the thre e . and I SUf",,gest it i !l becau'3e h ere 
7ou i:, re Yriti ng of thing!:: and scenes out of your own experienc e. ~e pe~ple a r e 
li ft! like and the service t nlk is f irs t r a te . There is ona j a rring not e . 'fbe 
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·d;-lnt; ~eru,.hon. tha ob j eet 1f a ll ths ~.a.arch . i s p:>lt shPC. off in a s t n_;lc 
paragraoh. and ther e you ba.ve hh1 talking like the dy i ng hero- apy in e. t hird rate 
lfl,:?1111.Tnrw. /1.l"tt). it 1.oe!::. P.ot- ~et:rn cr edible to nt1 th1.t .'.". lr.-1t i r,h agant ';'l'Or lting 
in the remote bills of Yugo-SlnTi n during the wo.r could have come into posfl eesion 
of t, 1iqt r.of' t,r-l,1i. ri.$ 11 ne.?•rly r.11 !;he nr.:1es of the SoTiet cgents worki r1g in the 
United. What •oul d such o. list be doing there? If Dennison had l'fOrked 
ln l(oftco,.- or ..!Vfin n~nne. it l'iO'.ll cl soil.rtd r.ruch ile tte!" , Your wh,1le story leads up 
to the death of Dennison , and you should J1ake 1111.Ch more Of 1 t -- nnd end your 
&tJry t hcrtt. T'ne p01t::c1·i_pt. h f\n ant i - clim~x. C'\lt it out and chtrige the title. 
Since Denn ison's dea th is the climax of your s tory you mus t make it b6Te a real 
21gnifiv1U",,.;c , an·l t hr t si~ni flcnnce mu,,.;t be s i m1,le and credible . This 1,an Wl-d 
beeu lost fo r 11on t hs or y ear s in the rugged b.ea rt of ]i}u.rope , he bnci. fnllen i n 
lov~ -:1th girl th~r -? , t'.:-le war :mist Mve s e emed utt~rly r t?r::-ote for a grePt part 
of the time . &by- not end the t a le on an lroni ct.1. note by h...ri.vinv.- Dennison c onfess 
t iu•t. fo:- 1~onths he htd forgo~t:e., t3.;, war. hir. lu.ty ~na cve::-7 th1 ng elne, A.boorbed 
i n his romance with hudif Or dying while tryi"D(t t o re,real to Chesney s ocia 
im;,>ortr-..nt, secret . wit::tou!:. cc1!?tpletiJ18" it , l eav1n~ Ci1es11e:, (end. the ra:-d.or} to 
guess what tne sticret was7 

!.1r, r:::,na10. fl . Utley. 
Bor ga ld's Point. 
ChC'st.er "3:-.s in, r . S. 

l nc -3rely, 



Dear lr Raddall , 

Borg:ald I s Point, 

L:hester Basin. 

Nova Scotia., 

.LJ.th June .L949. 

Very many tnanks indeed f'or tne return or tne 

manuscripts and :ror your exceedingly valuab l e criticism • .lam 

af'raid you mus t nave devoted more time to tnem tnan I nad imagined 

you would and J. must once more apologise to you ror bot.nor1ng you, 

tnougll L do appreciate your interest and efforts. 

I have altered tne 'Postcript 1 story and nave 

buzzed 1 t ort" to the Saturday E"lrening Post in tne nope tnat w1 tn 

tne amended ending tney will. publ1en it; Albeit i t 1e not dealing 

wi tn Americans. '.l'ne otners 1 nave not touched yet. Oak lsland being 

st1.1.1 1n tne 11ands of' raessrs Dutton a tjo, wno wrote req_uestine 1 ta 

return as i t wae sent back to me unread; But .1 expect it to come 

popping alons anytime now. • 

May .L congratulate you on receiving: t ne Governor 

Ueneral · s Award 'l .Jolly good sno,v. - tours sincerely, 



Ht,,:/r~#r.•-. 
Three witnesse's'~ 
Testify In Theft 

Three Crown witnesse~ tcstified 
in City police Court Friday 
against Ronald H. Kitlcy ot G 
Haven, charged with the thdt o 
a quantity of files, scrap book,; an 
account books. property of 1Kttlt 
and Flynn Ltd., Halifax. • 

The theft is alleged to have 
taken place between 'Nov. J and 
Nov. 28. 

Peter OHearn, Q. C.. acted as 
Crown Prosecutor. F. W. Bissett, 
Q. C., represented Mr. Kitley, The 
case was adjourned until Jan. 12 
when counsel will argue evidence 
before Ma,'lislrate J. }'. McManus. 

Value of the articles was not 
.i;et during yestcrdaf5 hearing. 



TRURO - Among 1hose who 
entertained for Mr~. Scott Hen-
der~on (Jan Wilson) ;, rior toner 
ma,·i·iage were the Misses .Jean 
Ross. Jean Riteey. France~ Stan-
field and Betty Mar.Leorl. who 
honored her at A coffee party in 

Hal~:: o;~1ali~~i /~~58enr:/[~?~~ 
4d r,t. a ~hower. 

Mo. R. M. Langille was hostess 
• --~offee party while Mr. and 

Mn-. Elwyn Carter and Mi~5 
Christine Carter held a bridge 
pal'ty in her honor. Miss Joan 
Banks entertained at a bridal 
~hower. 

Visiton; at the home o{ l\H· 
and Mrs. T. D. Mingo during the 
holida,vs were their daughter. 
Mrs, N. M. H. Blumenkt·anz, and 

!Dr. B lumenkram: or_ Os~inin;:. N 
Y. ~ml grandson, Dick Sweeney 
of Montreal. 
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