
Dear Tom and Edi th: 

H.M.C.S . 11 Dunvegan" 
Nov, 22nd , 1942 

Your parcel came today . I had mor e 
than a suspicion that I had left the pen with you; the 
comb I wa s not so sure of ; I usually lose about three 
a week . 

Tonight I am duty watch and the mess 
deck is quiet, with only half a dozen of t he boys sit4-
ing smoking , and t a lking and writing home . I shall , 
with luck, get almost caught up on the pas t trip 1 s corr-
espondence . I had intended to write you before I rece iv-
ed your parcel and note . I regretted tha t I had not the 
opportunity to say goodbye before we left , but it wa s 
not possible. 

It is perhaps a s well t ha t you did not 
a ccept my invita tion to the ship 1s dance. Not tha t we 
did not have a good time . But it was certa inly not the 
sta tely , pleasantly formal affa ir that I had pictured . 
There was a good deal of slipping away to the lockers and 
rooms for a drink , and a s the evening progressed the l augh-
ter became louder , and though never rowdy seemed a l ways t o 
be hesitating on the verge . 

Well , my skeptical fr i end , do you still 
believe the Libyan communiques are unfounded? That the 
picture we have is incomplete? It is grea t news , i s it 
not. I came into port to f i nd tha t even on the critical 

~~~!hor~~!a~a~~~~!e t ~=v~irf;t:~ie~~ 
to me. It should be only a matter of time before Italy 
is knocked out completely and the Med i terranean is once 
more an All i ed front . 

My wife ha s gone to Cal gary to s pend 
the winter with her sister a nd brother-in- l aw. There is 
a very good ska ting club ther e and she will have plenty 
of opportunity f or progress. 

I took your advice about using the 
flash ba ck me thod in the story I wa s writing and havtng 
completed the first dr a ft can now see how, by bringing 
t he middle to the beginning and extending the beginning 
throughout the whole, I can produce a completed story • 
.And I have labelled it anew-- "Till Lif e Shall us Part '.' 

Edith , I often think of your table, 
particularly when we are well at sea , and the cook ha s 
given us a dinner, which though graced by the title of 
fri ca s see of beef, ifl s till stew. But not tha t a l one ; 
quite apart from your prowe ss as a cook, you are a very 
gracious per son. 

For your h os pi t allity in Liverpool, 
thank you once again . When the opportunity next present s 



itself, I shall drop you another note . Till then, the 
very best of luck, and the good wi shes of, 

Yours , 
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