Transcription of Interviewr with fob lielancon,

Rohert iielan<on.

».1973, Sentenber.

his father spent close to 5 years in thece aines.
his father borm ani brought up in ilinudis.

famnily goes Mwack to King Sagaman lays.

1632--iret 'lelansons. Charles lelanson, all the ro~t come fron
hina,

%.,1892, came to River Hebert in 1900.

=tartzd out working at 13. he wa= =tons coal an? e%ﬂvalling nox cars,
working for the Kimberley Coal Jo. Kimherley =eam--'ictoria Zoal Zo. an?

Hinberley .iines.

'You could have a hoss Job in the coal nmine ant it woull hHe all the =nana.
You...llo individual works in a coal aine. Your alto_ethizr lowm t“'eu....
There's no =uch a thing as a gool job in a coal mira.
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=zes the Pirst Torld Var--went up to $100 a2 week alter the Firs
cut back after that.
when mines were pood--it was on contract.

the goo? mine=s were on contract. but switche? over *o ‘atal in later
switchel ovar +o all datal in the 1950s

Young people today have no intere=st in Jdoing work as the older men Aid,
'7e produced as much or more coal per man than any slace in this provinee,'
wages hare never equal to Cape Breton or zlsewhera.

""Je wer=s always the underlogs in this industry.'

-if it'= on a small scale, you're never as heard 2= much.

--the most they ever employed at a tine in a coal nine “uring his tine
was 200 men.

--"7e 21dn't have the say, even in the union.'
eight in his father's family. five boys--dnly two wont “Jowvn the nine.

4+J17 your father have an opinion about you mining? A, ell, around here,
there was no other work,

--company housing really is turn-of-the-century. company
Coal Company. had company homes out here too (in R.7Mehert)

-father worke? for Victoria, Uimberley, Standard 7oal (line. That's it.
--mines aroun? here ran aroun? 20 vears., 'That was thzir <pan of life.'
mine= woull often go down only 3000 feet. that wa= about thelr limit.

present mine went down 6000 feet. 014 Joggin mine “al much thicker coal,
mt it Aidn't go down that much further csither.

--a lot of co2l left “o'm in tho=2 nines--coal 1idn't run out, costs ranp.
) n

--nost of the tinme in these nines had more coal +than coul?d conz ud

the hoist.

--nost of the companies hal good holsting gear compare? with the »est of
ed t

theilr machinery. mnines around here us o hol~%, in eight hours, five-=ix ton of
coal.
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niggest strike he had--in the 1930=. it happenel at the 3right Light.
(Victoria Coal J0.) This strike lasted “or 11 nonth-,
--that was the longest =strike.

--only nmade around $3.00 a Aday--that was their wages; for 1l months they
went to the County--get 'sweet tickets'-- man an? his wi‘e would get

32 a week, each child pot 5.75.

--that's the longest strike. strike over wages atthis tine.

--vere asking for something like an increase of .50 a ay., 1iln't win
the strike. never got what they askel “o:.

--hils father was out in the st>ike.
--a lot of men couldn't stick this out.
--union was broke too--they paid the union heads and +that wae it.

--had to be a Jday-shift man to wsally rarticipate in the MY, night sHift
men couldn't participate near th the sane exteht.

--proud that there's never been an hour lost in dispute at the lMarch
iline.

--he 3926; Grade 10,

--his nother spoke "rench. never spoke 4t to the children, but
coull speak it and understanl it. his mother was horn in the Lower Cove.
--hi= mother was a Brine.

'Always had a garlen."

alwaya'kept hens,

kept a couple of cows, horse, hens.

--the big man In politics he remehbers is DPerxcy Black. Nverybody in tiis
part was Tory. Dr.Oochrane was Tory,
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'You never heard too much about »olitice becauas everynoly was on the sane

cide.!

'Our voice was never heard'--in the union.
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--clte= the case o7 the mine explosions in thies listrict +that nohody remenhers

2t all.

--per centage of nen killed in this district in the big oxplosions worse
than in Springhill.

20 =ome men killed in the district.

first job: haulage driver, startsd 1910. father =till worke: he o
until 19t5--then movel away anl lived in Amherst an? live) on a - .,
--loaler's pay $3.25. his father was clearing 319, *11 a lay.

--Tir=st nine he worked in was the “tandanrd.
'obody locked their loors'--in River H-
in the province--says he of the nining
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the quietest nining towns

--Peonle's Store--before the co-op age. it »an on the ~ane hasis as the
co-operatives today. --People's Ttore "andled all the mine equipment--nichks,
shovels, cables, carbine lamps.

before the People's Store there was a co. =tore. big co. store in Jogeins,
~ivalry betwsen 7 .Yehert and Jorgins--fighte between ~upporters of rival *eame.
haked 100 1hs, of flour every ten-days,

'A1l =he “one was laugh and carrvy on,'
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he weighed 200 1b=, at the age of 15--he thought hil-~elf a man.
it wash't the wge--it was the size of you.
roing Adown the mine Aidn't bother hi .

'T don't ses no 3anger in coal mining.'’
--he worked =safely and never had an accident.

thin%s majority of accidents were causedl by carelessn-ss,
--his father 4idn't no the 1init in that ll-month strike--he struck out for

another job, around here 'you weren't callel a traltor.'
--"If you ha’ eight of a family, there was no way you could hang in.”
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