
Yale University New Haven, Connecticut 

July 28 , 1965 

Mr . Thomas Raddall 
Liverpool 
Nova Scot ia , Canada . 
Dear Vr . Raddall : 

Department of History 

237 Hall of Graduate Studies 

For some time now , I have been writing a book 
on Negro activities in Canada , and I have 
visited Nor a Scotia i n pursuit of material 
several t:i.Jnes . 

I ' m no 01 putting the book into final form , and 
it had occurred to me that, i n your own res earch, 
you mi ght well have f ound some mater ial that 
would be rela ted to my interests . 

I would be grateful for any i nformat ion tat you 
might give me . 

Sinc~Ll.QJJ 
~ w. Winks 

RWW : js 



r . Robin ~. Winks, 
Depart.r.1ent or 'tls"' 01• , 
Yale University. 

ar .1r. 'inks: 

The only research l have done bout !-e n-roes 1n 
No . Scotia ws.s incfo "ated in y hist.or.r of halifa.x ( 11Halifax , 
'arden of 'Iha !.orth • published by ubleday in ~ew I ork and 

'to .. on t o) hi c!1 poss ib .. y you h ve soe • There r e various i te s 
indexed under 11Negroes 0 and 11 ..,Lavery 1• 

· ere at iverpool we have a small j egro minority hose ori in 
go~.s b ck t o sl~.ves br oug..~t here iL t.h e i ghteenth century . 

Liverpool ·:ta.s ~ettled in 17.59 0 by peo?le fro f,etJ En land , 
notably Cape Cod . One of the "Proprietors" vho recei ved a 
grant Jf l a11d was a ,e ro .freed- woman namod rbara Cuffee or Cuffy. 
She .is said t have been a slave of Sruru.el rUett in Pl outh, 
r ,%S a in 734. i~e.r . 1n Liverpool adjoin .d t hat of Colonel 
Simeon erkins, the colonial di ar ist, whose house is preserved 
and exhibited by the proviu ial govornment . Barbe.ra Cuffee is 
believed to have returned to the n1ted States. Perk1ne bought 
the la .d wl1icl had been t ers, arid alwayB referred to it in his 
diary a& " rJ¥ Bar bary l ot . 11 

Another l egro pioneer was Isaac Co!! ee or Cu£fy, who was one 
of a gr oup , :f l,e · I:h.,la. lders eng~.ged in the fisha:cy on Dear 
Island in the outh or Liverpool harbor. I e , too, retumed to 
iiew iligla.nd soon aft r the setUoment of the tovn. erkins 
records 1n his diary, ay 4, 1772. the marriage ot ~Deborah 
C1...rte 11 , a ,egr o u an , t o an Irishman n:iraed John Carr ll . 

'l1w.re is no olu_ ai:; to tha relatio ship Gf. Isaac , Barbara. and 
neborah. · 

niring the nineteenth century, the heydq ot ova Scotia ' s 
"wo.:>Jen shi s and ir::rn rr,en ", . · egro seamen or this t own nhi ped 
on an equal basis with whi te seamen and t r aveled all over the 

oi-l·i . · 1e ha the / egro eif"t of music and wet-e favorite 
chanty en. One schooner was owned and operat ed ent11"8ly by 
·verp 1 .~e r es. u e as t e ''.Jae' Hilton ", iihich eventua:!.ly 

was wrecked on Ironbound Island • LahaTe • s. 
Sincerel¥, 
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