YaIC UniVCI' Sity New Haven, Connecticut

Department of History

July 28 ’ 1965 237 Hall of Graduate Studies

Mr. Thomas Raddall
Iiverpool
Nova Scotia, Canada

Dear Mr, Raddall:

For some time now, I have been writing a book
on Negro activities in Canada, and I have
visited Nora Scotia in pursuit of material
several times.

I'm now putting the book into final form, and

it had occurred to me that, in your own research,
you might well have found some material that
would be related to my interests.

I would be grateful for any information that you
might give me.

Sincerely,

el w. @t

Robin W, Winks

Rz js



 August 2, 1965

¥r. Robin W, Winks,
Department of History,
Yale University.

Dear Mr. Winks: |

The only research 1 have done about legroes in
Nova Scotia was .‘mcaporated in my history of Halifax ("Halifax,
Warden of The North“, published by Doubleday in Few fork and
Toronte) which posslba.y you have seen. There are various items
indexed under "Negroes" and "Slavery'.

Here at Liverpcol we have a small Negro minority whose origin
goes back to slaves bronght here in the eighteenth century.

Liverpool was ssttled in 1759-60 by people frox New Englend,
notably Cape Code One of the "Proprietors" who received a

grant of land was a Negro {reede-woman named Barbara Cuffee or Cuffy.
She is said to have been a slave of Samuel Bartlett in Plymouth,
lHasse in 1734%. Her land in Liverpool adjoined that of Colonel
Simeon Perkins, the colonial diarist, whose house is preserved

and exhibited by the provinclal govermment. Barbara Cuffee is
believed to have returned to the United States. Perkins bought

the land whieh had been hers, and always referred to it in his

diary as " my Barbary lot.”

Another &egro picneer was Isaac Coffee or Cuffy, who was one
of a group of Few Inglanders engaged in the fishery on Bear
Island in the mouth of Liverpool harbore He, too, returned to
tew England soon af'ter the settlement of the town. Perkins
records in his diary, May 4, 1772, the marriage of "Deborah
Culfe", a Negro woman, %o an Irishman named John Carrocll,

There is no clue as to the relationship of Isaac, Barbara, and
Deborahs

During the ninsteenth century, the heyday of Nova Scotia's
"wooden ships and iron men", Negro seamen of this town shipped
on an egual basis with white seamen and traveled all over the
worlde They had the Negre gift of music and were favorite
chanty=-men. One schooner was owned and operated entirely by
liverpool Hegroes. She was the "Jaeck Hilton", whieh eventually
was wrecked on Ironbound Island, Lahave N.S.

Sincerely,
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