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CANADIAN GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 

LIMITED 

HE~ OFF<CE fl TORONTO,ONT 

Personal 

Mr. Thomas Raddall, 
Liverpool, 
Nova Scotia. 

Dear Mr.Raddall: 

Halifax, N.s. February 20, 1945. 

I think I should write you to express, my appreciation 
of your last book ''Roger Sudden". I did not find it possible to 
read it until quite recently, when I could do justice to the various 
parts. 

I have always been interested in the history of Louisburg, 
and wanted to check your storied incidents against the actual second 
capture, as I understood them to be. This made the reading of the 
last few chapters, at least to me, very int;eresting indeed. 

You mention the sinking of four boats in Louisburg Harbor 
to prevent enemy ships from coming in. I got a piece of oak out of 
one of these boats, finished off the surface and made a thermometer 
stand about 8 iR. high. The salt shows in the rough rear side of 
this bit of oak, and I mounted it on one of the old French bricks 
out of the ramparts, finishing off one surface to make it look 
attractive. In the oak supporting the thermometer I have inserted 
a copper coin picked up in the ruins, bearing the inseription: 
Louis XIIII Roy de F et de NA 1656". You can realize how your story, 
at the latter end, tied in with this little souvenir. 

A friend sent me a piece of oak taken out of the orig-
inal lighthouse (LaBougie). You will remember in excavating they 
came across a lead plate giving the date of the erection of the last 
French lighthouse. The bit of oak that I got measured about 2 ft. 
x 8 in. , l½" thiak. I took a small piec:e out and made a lamp stand, 
allowing considerable rough wood to be in evidence, and I have it 
at my bedside. I took another piece out of it and made a penholder 
and handle for the late Archibald McMechan, who wrote so interest-
ingly of old French days in this prowince. He seemed to appreciate 
it. The remainder of the plank I sent to the N.B.Provincial Museum, 
st.John. 

MY only regret about all this Louisburg business is that 
I discovered no photographs of Mary Foy. She certainly had "UIDJPh". 
I am surprised of your personal knowledge of her behaviour. There 
must be rows in your family when your wife reads of your intimate 
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acquaintance with such a person as Mary in this book, and another 
11ery attractive character of the same kind in ''His Majesty's Yankees" 
Anyway, they are very attractive. To my mind, "Roger Sudden" will 
make a splendid story for a screen picture. There is lots of 
punch and variety in it, and I hope you will get a million dollars 
for the screen rights. 

Now concerning the Micmac Indians. In your book you 
seem to speak of them very respectfully at times, and their predict-
ions of oncoming weather, etc. seem to impress you. I had a 
friend, now gone to the happy hunting grounds, who had to employ 
at various times Micmac Indians. His expression to me, upon one 
occasion, was ''Who the hell would ask an Indian his opinion about 
anything?" The immediate occasion what that of prognosticating 
the weather. 

Another true story. An Indian brave was walking along 
the station platform. He had imbibed considerable firewater and 
was smiting his chest as he paraded up and down telling al1 the 
world ''Me Micmac 11 , 1'Me Micmac". This got under the skin of an 
Irish friend of mine who went up to him, gave him a puck in the 
nose, say:i,.ng ''You're drunk. 11 That ended the orations of the Noble 
Brave upon that occasion. The superstitions of these various 
Indian ~rives are in~eresting and seem to correspond with those 
of -other Aborigines on this continent and in other continents. 
You certainly did justice to their brighter side, in your book. 
It would have been just too bad if Roger Sudden had tied himself 
for life to the young Squaw who evidently was very pulchritudinoua, 
particularly when dressed in a negligee, or, as upon one occasion, 
lacking even the negligee. Anyway, I consider your book one of 
the best historical novels that I have read, dealing as it does 
with things in which I have been interested, and I think your 
final pages are comparable with Dickens• best book "The Tale of 
'l'wo Cities", when the hero dies upon the seaffold. I have seen 
Sir John Martin Harvey play that part upon more than one occasion. 
I have a complete set of Dickens, Temple edition, numbered, semi-
limp leather, pocket size. I think the "Tale of Two Cities" 
is possibly his best book. Dickens knew how to tell an interestiDg 
story; you do t oo, and I think !our work shows a great deal o! 
historical stud·y that Dickens did not need to undertake for his 
writings. 

My only reason for writing you is to express my 
sincere appreciation of your book. I hope that others will follow, 
before too long. 

:bl1aJwbray Jones can give you further information con-
cerning my interest in business and other things. 

CHW:G 

Yours sincerely, . -~~i .. 
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l'hanks for yo kin<l r-mc. very int restine letter. I c· n see 
th~t you. have re..,d Roger d.de 1 ?Ii t h ,1d obs rv ti n , not to nentio 
.. mr ec i i1 tion . :w n thor thi., is t e i ghttst for of n~ttery. I n en r l 
the ')rofesdorull boo :- critics heve b6er ki d to rn.y ,. o::r rs , ut still lled 
to r eali s e ho · few of t ·T!l re l y re. . the b o s they with 
SllCl n. lob. 

Louis bur i a fasc inating 1 ce. I s t ye d or ten d ys 
in the hi!t>rt of the ld. f ortress , i n tac dwellh1, of the , · sti 

ne d.n.ys ! s1 ertt in explor tion no l: r ly of the fort.re,,s 1 
s ttr rounding country i de , hunting up tne s te o.,_ t iie old "3ri tis:'t , tt(ri s , 
r o rh . cai .. p a.'ld 1 1.dint; ola~en ir. co ..,,r:ny '11it:i a.yo 'f\mtine<lon f • .i01i.isb·u-g. 
w a:, ent a lifeti e in stuny rm.d fiel (l';'IO on -hese , tters . .1-ll thi s 
yiP-ld.ed a ma.s1> of ::i teru..l of ·hicl , for 1, ck <3 • cc , I co·tLl J..~e onl, a. 

a.rt . 1t , 11 this g oin .,. over the ground. is necesna.ry, es eci 11 in .. i toric 1 
novril!'.l , fr itn s,coniar:· o reflecte· ~fie tu on tho iter's ine n,,d the 
char ctcrs he is ~roduc i ng there . 

ys I ent in t11e :i.s eu.-n porint; over doc\ J.)nts nd 
s t1nrl en "'r:1vings . 311d e.- ci evening, r, i n or ;;hi ,3 1 I 3e th c 'tiplf)te c · r -

eu i t of the r n,, ar ts in th, dusk, s tro l li , nlone anc d i gest in • the a y • ,., ork • 
..... €er re very mllncrous in the wood, Lt.lout to, i ure d t . u:, t they \;reep 

cross t .e moor for e n.i;p t • s or yr 1ng on th~ ra :m r.t e a t . It s 
a dull wnl!c th, t did n.:,t bri ng me u o. t 1:r1~(? or. f.o, r of thelf!, t ,: 0 .1,e I counted 
fifteen . 'foe site o ... Lo isnur,z; is a bl · -onsly n1"ce even in nL.- su,•ne:r, 
and. on 1 Hvenin1~ of t hick !-",;e - fog rith the g-ulls c ing an' t he se~ b:re king on 
tne s 1ore it can bie nod ti ely eerie. J ne'times it ,.1,. d • t lt· Vt:: sur ;;riseii .. e 
very l'lUc.1 to meet a oger rl ~r. in tho fl, h . or ";o . .:min.o • BY, or o u • 
.At n:, r te could see t e· ver, c le rly in. t· e r:iin. • ,l I t ied to put that 
c l r i t y on aper . 

t r.-.11y of :J¥ ,. ra ters "' •re r~l l)-O le , t : en et_ i ,• t from 
t he r ecor s . 'hv ,.1cv-r:.l ivr J 11e John. tone We.. nne, n.rh~ . 11 th~i ,t:·ils of hi s 
e) treoroin ry caree r I t oo fr h is own me· oirs . Rd · e 1cudrai really kept 
a. c b rat i n old Louit4burg . d her husb n r1::i~11 Pren h s 1v at l w York. 
R,F l eople, too , ere Le l.outr • Pere , , illard, ( ... ::..11.tier. Je n 1l, t i st Toa • 
!~er . Du.lkeley . t o:pp1not , St . Julhi en . to r.iention e • og~:r i )• sel f I ere ted 
n rtly from t _e ca reer of i chael ranckli , no c~ e to JI lifex i n t e e rly 
days n enn i less 'l<lnglish rhtocr t nd rose r· µidly to .,. l n a.ncl influence y 
th::: nm tr . d.e , tne fur tr de nnd fin l ly vi ctu.11.lli ., con t r -cts it} the rrny 

,1d vy . :B'rancklin s c& tured b 0• Indi s ou ide f lif x and spent yer.r or 
t wo as a c p tive in the forest . It a there th the 1 .r ued l icro c and worker 
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c . ttle beef to i n . jes t;r's vy l'.Zr s ctu:lly don e by 1 :uger•s agents i n 
t ,. y e, rs i m, ediP tely foll ov.rint~ t he J.~ uls i on. er i s~lf ~ F s t he most 
s·1ccessful of t he entr e reneu,r i; h flou rished in Ha.liff x t - c rly s . 

£1ntuallv he r etired to rn.gl and, bou.Rh t se,. t i n :Pa.rli 1ent · nd l1 ed t he 
life of - lord. hei e d i ec i 1774 e l eft for tune of £300, 00 , 11 g t hersd 
in the 'l'e t Ind i "n sl; ve t r Pde nd in h i s lucr tive cn t e . rises i n ov <,co t i • 

One or t o of :v frien s com. 1 i n tha.t 11 Rot;er' "tt opinion of 
t P Ac·~d i s y h- r sh. Ity- c sw ,r i tru t it is n11.ch clos er to the trnth 
than t lle gener 11? c ce ted µict u.r e d.rnw tt the 
countr 11 Ev ngelinrtn 1 r trely f ro i'tlt ~i ., i on . 0 ne. f ct i$ t t I 
drew 11 Ro5er 1 s 1 ,cudi ns , .o fro t he st te er.ts o:f bi s~ed .m ,l i hmen, l)u.t fro-
}'rencb. documents of -h t i nt , v.-ri tten by o fi i ls , , r 'ly .i civil , of t e old 
trench reh i me . r ... ongf'ellow ~tarted s C' t . ci no,., t here is , vho. e lit-;.;rl tu.re 

c sting <' f'al. gl :1or 1:pon t e 11 · • d i an sto . l n 11 :loger ':udden" I • ut t he b lun t 
truth. just~~ I put the t rut . _bout t or i ~inLl set~lors o HL ifc - , he 
dr inl--1ng h, its of t he .nglish genti-y · n11 o O'l . 

e:xt;; t 
l: r~11d. 
tru. 1 . 

r:..'hH h1 qtoric· l nov l i st ' ,t t tiJte libe tLs rith hir.to ., to the 
of i trodu i nt. ficti ti ou.-, cl "' r acter"', i n t n i t . s:;ent i =~ iy t!li L a. 

h~ C£.n onl rer.ee l j, iwlf I:> r11:-J: !';llr e l t UL , 0 1,-r,nn<. i f; t he 
,.h is car •o;.ie 0·,1 f •ou::. r ~v01·o'l.cs fo:r h i t;tory its;t." . .' . 

~i c Hie , d~ 110 t.l<l. not lJf; J~l. -~~f] :t h is d,r ior r lise<1 t . 
it h:>" botm ,· •j< od t ortuna t o f ind in ,- 1,on~ , out1.ty a m i'l>er 

c i n t h... o_d 1. "l{~ r-ii;e t.::-.d 1 w., 1 cl$ . O:rw or 
cert.: i n p r imiti ve r1 1>L i ty oout t rn h:lch i r,rosse 
v•e • 10,, f ro t h& record. !.h t t } eir ~o:rofa.thar, wer e anc. rePc erons, but 
s trd y that vr t <lite to t eir ct.og- eat- do.r, envil·on e t. l' ( I ~'l~":> l t 
of it :>" due to t:hc crr..ol ty tnd tre- ch.., r,r oft e -1hite1J . 'Po t;ivf'l you. G 

tr.~ l n.:,log:y , the · ito and. lt1diFno :forr,ed t rtt. t -ro si as or coi'.:. s of 
tr n~f'or,aer . fwJ wire of t. e Ind.i - s I s \C o .tl. in "10T' , coils, 
".nd t !,e pri ~· ry e;ction._ of t e whites i u11. cd a i ('r}, .~r in the seconrt1iry. 
If t.1c 1:rhit es were shocked, what el$e co.1.ld t!ley e.;,.pect r 

1 s .~ or iJili ty, 011r. of ~· ?.ic.: ri1 . riena.s , ... ic\ ... el 
daJ t · of t .1 loe~1 c ief, a., fo r 1:-..ny y .t rs ~. 1,os log- u.rivrc:r n t 

e re; , re tli.e .R.ristoe rEt" of ho lo,:: · 1g .i-:.i.sine sSl, t 
o~t daring, the mo ... t c: lic "- .i tted f .on, f-nd i n "l , _1erienc 

" i e;hti n 1est 0 • The man they ill .,.ccopt PS bos · h s got to he a , 
t nn t ey are in Rll ways . '!i'e u10·~ i s (l,:.,r:i' no: )lt the riv,.H••1e11 c;t i1.1 
o h i . ifi 1 r .,s ac t . •f c urse or: t IndiP .s r.:..rP- l zy by in•, t n t . and. so ere 
t .et r f or , t h ers; but t he c 11d _nd , oul nut forth a t errific eneri;Y for 
t h i _ tney rt:l<>lly wa te . 

l! inally , I 1m gl 1:>d you li1n~ my 0;11en . I I i n love 1th the 
ni:rself . I :r\fctI ' cha.r 1cdwith ot'.len"'n.h:, h ... t scinati ~ c r , 8 tU.1!""' .' 

Si .cerely , 
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