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Legal Service: 
Many students are in the process of looking for apartments and signing 
leases, or coming to the end of a lease and subletting. If you have any 
questions about your legal rights and obligations then I would encourage 
you to book an appointment with the DSU's Legal Service. Every Friday 
afternoon our lawyer, Tim Hill, comes into the SUB to meet with 
students and answer their legal questions. Each student is entitled to two 
half hour sessions. Appointments must be booked by Thursday at noon. 
To book an appointment contact Michelle at 494 - 1106, or email 
dsusec(a dal.ca. 

DSU Awards for Teaching Excellence: 
On Tuesday March 7th the DSU gave out its first annual awards for 
teaching excellence. Students in each faculty nominated their professors 
or instructors for the awards and winners were selected by a committee. 
This years winners are: 
Faculty of Medicine: Dr. Ian Mobbs 
Faculty of Graduate Studies: Dr. Zhizhang (David) Chen 
Faculty of Arts: Dr. Cynthia Neville 
Faculty of Science: Dr. Stephen Beame 
Faculty of Law: Prof. Sheila Wildeman 
Faculty of Management: Dr. Julia Sagebien 
Faculty of Health Prof: Prof. Gail Boone 
Faculty of Engineering: Dr. Anastasis Georgiades 
Faculty of Computer Science: Dr. Mike McAllistar 
Congratulations to all the winners and huge thank you to Jen Bond for 
creating these awards. 

MY.DSU.CA - What is Dalhousie doing this week? 
MY.DSU.CA was created to help all students learn about what is 
happening on campus and downtown. All events and announcements 
that are applicable to the Dalhousie community can be posted using this 
site, and all people with a valid Net ID are encouraged to post their 
events and announcements. Just login using your Net ID, post using our 
simple and easy to use site, or check out the multitude of exciting events 
posted weekly on my.dsu.ca. From film screenings, to lectures, to 
recitals, all types of exciting free events are listed on my.dsu.ca. 
Use it today! 
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Faces of Dal Campaien: for more info check out www.dsu.ca 

Experience First Nations Traditions 
Friday March I ih, I pm in the Mcinnes Room, 211d floor SUB. 
Presented by the Dalhousie Native Students Association & the 
Dalhousie Aboriginal Law Students Association. 

"Amistad" Film Screening and Discussion 
Saturday, March I81

h, I pm in SUB. Presented by the Black United 
Students Association. 

Being Diverse in Residence 
Monday March 20111

, 7pm in SUB 303. Organized by the Dalhousie 
Student Union Residence Relations Committee 

Perspectives III - A Lecture Series on Diversity 
Sexuality 
Wednesday March 2211

d, 7pm in SUB 303. Presented by DaiOUT 

See you around campus, stop by, or call anytime, 
Ezra Edelstein 
DSU President 
Room 222 SUB 
dsupres@dal.ca 
my.dsu.ca I www.dsu.ca 

and 

GREAT SPRING AIRFARES TO 
EUROPE FROM HALIFAX: 

LONDON 

GLASGOW 

FRANKFURT 

RT $328 
RT $399 
RT $499 

Taxes and surcharges not mcluded. Pnces valid at I me of a~tert1smg deadhne and 'Tlay vary depend1ng 
on availabi lity, ellg1bd1ty and departure dates. 

Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian federation of Students. 
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The tyranny of cold must end 
CHRIS LAROCHE 

Editor-in-Chief 

Perhaps I am a bear, or some hiber­
nating animal underneath, for the 

instinct to be half asleep all winter is 
so strong in me. 

-Anne Morrow Lindbergh 

"l A Jith a tip of the hat to the blogo­
V V sphere, the myspaceosphere, 

the livejournalosphere, and all that 
other nonsense you kids are up 
to these days, this week's editorial 
proudly features a subject almost 
completely unrelated to politics, 
China, civic action or anything read­
ers might normally consider "seri-
ous." 

Instead, I feel I must talk about 
the weather. Or, perhaps more spe­
cifically, what weather should be. 

Why the change in mood? Long, 
rambling, serious editorials every 
week wear out the human soul. And 
not just yours. Mine too. 

(Regular readers of this space 
need not worry. This editorial, 
though short, is just as rambling, 
incoherent and self-depreciating as 
usual. Thank you.) 

On with the show! 
Winter. 
It sucks. 
And I said it here first. 
*cough* 
To be sure, winter has some re­

deeming qualities. 
There is, after all, that nostalgic 

silence that takes hold just after a 
fresh snowfall has blanketed down­
town Halifax, the crunch of snow 
under one's feet evoking childhood 
memories of snow days spent mak­
ing angels and snowmen in strang­
ers' front yards. 

But these are memories marred 
by neon-green one-piece snow­
suits, prepubescent idealism, and 
the steadfast realization that any 
snowman made today is doomed to 
melt to death tomorrow, its lovingly 
sculpted crevasses and curves sense­
lessly beaten into obsolescence by 
the inevitable creep of time. 

Winter, I say, is a harsh mistress. 
And winter is cold. 
Too cold. 
So cold, in fact, that I spent 

many sleepless nights pondering 
the senseless actions of this nation's 
forefathers. Canada is indeed a great 
nation built on a great and some­
whatgargantuanland. But it is a land 
that, for half of the year, holds no re­
morse for human suffering, has no 

qualms over the complete ruination 
of Italian leather, and, I am told, is 
filled to the brim with abominable 
snowmen (most of whom, I am also 
told, work for the DSU). 

What, I asked in the echoing 
mid-morning recesses of my mind, 
had Cartier been smoking? 

What, exactly, had run through 
his powdered and wigged 17th Cen­
tury head when he stepped onto the 
shores of la belle provence, waited for 
winter, saw the place for the cold, 
post-apocalyptic wasteland that 
it was, and still decided to make it 
home? 

Apparently: King's orders, salt 
cod, and perhaps a few grams of 

pipe weed. 
So says history, anyway. 
But as evidenced by Ugg Boots, 

wrap-around sunglasses and Ben 
Mulroney, we Canadians are now 
considered a wholly "modern" peo-
ple. , 

In the name of our ongoing pro­
gression into the nihilistic plights of 
post-modernity, backwards-think­
ing ideologies such as "neoconser­
vatism," "knowledge," "history," and 
"bono" must be done away with. The 
perils of social responsibility and 
living within our means lurk around 
every corner- and we must not shy 
away from bold actions of bravery, 
brashness and bohemian lunacy. 

Kidding aside, we must banish 
winter. 

Yes, my fellow students; Dalhou­
sie would fare far better without the 
blighted season. 

The reasons are many in num­
ber. 

Rinks will still function. Ski­
ing will still take place on far away 
mountains. And cats will still be cute 
(for more, please see page 14). 

Dalhousie itself will save mil­
lions from the reduced costs of snow 
removal. Our lungs, socks and shoes 
will be spared the daily punishments 
of that urban bane of existence, the 
very cruel (and mostly indifferent) 
street salt. Snow tires will no longer 

have to be stacked in garages. I will 
be able to wear Italian shoes all year, 
and one wardrobe will be good for 
all seasons. 

Best of all, suburban citizens ev­
erywhere, now spared from the final 
extraneous physical duty of modern 
man - shoveling - will be less at 
risk of heart failure. 

(Given the mythological Cana­
dian penchants for poutine and ba­
con, this could be a good thing.) 

As is always the case when an 
unproductive employee is sud­
denly fired, some problems will arise 
in winter's absence. But these are 
quick to remedy. Take, for example, 
revenue lost from the collapsing 
teenaged snow shoveling industry: 
a burgeoning law mowing market 
should compensate. 

More water needed for year­
round lawn upkeep? Easily coun­
tered by less electricity needed for 
winter warmth. 

Unfortunately, the scientific es­
tablishment tells me, winter is no 
easy prey. In fact, the eradication of 
an entire meteorological season is, 
at our present means, virtually im­
possible 

But for all of the unrealities and 
specifics and so-called "undoable" 
details involved in getting rid of a 
season, the defeat of winter is an idea 
bursting with truthiness. 

A win/win scenario that, al­
though completely unrealistic, just 
seems right. 

To be sure, the defeat of winter 
will not solve the intrastate wars, 
AIDS epidemics and famines that 
now afflict much of the warmer 
world. 

But where these horrors affect 
colder climates, being rid of winter 
would lessen the burden. 

And at home, the destruction 
of winter would bring an end to the 
Tyranny of Cold, that era in which 
our daily actions are shackled, 
ball-and-chain, to the progressive 
yearly disintegration of hospitable 
weather. And it would help reduce 
over-consumption, something we in 
Canada are notorious for. 

Indeed, the downfall of winter 
would herald a new age of sandals 
and Hawaiian shirts. But we must 
be wary - global warming is not a 
solution to Canada's cold weather 
woes. Instead, we must look inward, 
reconcile what it means to be Cana­
dian and ... uh, move down south. 

Or perhaps something bolder: 
Cuba, February Break 2007. 
Think about it. 

Student Employment Centre 
Information Sessions 
Employers hold Information Sessions on campus throughout the 
academic year. These events provide students with the opportunity to 
meet with recruiters informally, hear about the benefits of working for 
the organization and the opportunities for growth. Information 
Sessions are excellent networking opportunities and the perfect way to 
make a personal connection with those who may be reviewing your 
future job applications. 

Details on all the latest Information Sessions can be found in the 
Career Calendar at www.dal.cajsec 

4th Floor • Student Union Building • 446-6136 University Avenue • Tel: (902) 494-3537 
To access job postings go to www.dal.cajsec 

U~coming 
I nformat1on 

Wolseley Canada 
Mar 20, 1.2:00pm, SUB 224 

CIBC 
Mar 21., 1.1.:30am, TBD 

Investors Group 
Mar 22, 1.2:00pm, SUB, 224 

Trihedral Engineering 
Mar 23, 5:30pm, Sexton 
Campus, Common Room 

iBJ DALHOUSIE 
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represent the views of Joey Ryba or Chris LaRoche. This 
publication is intended for readers 18 years of age or older. 
1be views of our writers are not the explicit views of Dal­
housie University. 

All students of Dalhousie University, as well as any inter­
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AI COIIIributlons In tills Issue of The Gazette were made by the staff listed above and 
the ....... coatrlbutors: Allgella lllelllda, Sarah Brl4ge, Zoe Caroll, Neal Cody, 
C.... ClllliMe, M.rpret ADD Cnlg, U Deag, SMall FeldlnM, Anna Fong, 
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Mageo Powell, Mike Smlt, Laura Stone, Hilary TIUey, Laura Trethewey, and Mike 
Tweedale. 

Contributor meetings take place every Monday at 5:30 p.m. in Room 312 of the 
Dalhousie SUB starting the first week of the new year. Our offices are officially dosed 
from Thursday December 1st 2005 until the first week of 2006. Whether you want to 
write, give us ideas, or take pictures, we can find a place for you. 
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Apartment for Rent 
Available September 1st. 
4 bedroom apartments. All have 
access to laundry and are close 
to Dal. 

For more information call Rob 
at 429-3777 or 449-1054 . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Graduate Studies in the 

Biological Sciences 
at Simon Fraser University 

Cutting-edge research 
with a highly interactive & diverse faculty 

Graduate Opportunities in-

Behavioural Ecology 
Aquatic Conservation 
Wildlife Ecology 

Cell Biology 
Neurobiology 
Evolution 

Pest Management Plant Sciences 
Environmental Toxicology Marine Ecology 

Environmental & Evolutionary Physiology 

-

2010 Wrnter Olympics 1 Spectacular Ocean & Mountain Views I Temperate Climate 
Ski-Paddle-Cycle-Climb I Amazing cultural scene 

• 
www.sfu.ca/biology 

DSU committee member and privacy and security researchtr Mike Smlt says the plagiarism detection service is lneffedlve and insecure. 
Photo: Rafal Andronowsld 

DSU takes on Tumitin.com 
Jsss McDIARMID 

Assistant News Editor 

The Dalhousie Student Union 
wants the university senate to 

let students opt out of submitting 
their work to a controversial online 
plagiarism detection service, which 
it says violates students' intellectual 
property rights. 

"We're not saying don't use Tur­
nitin.com, we're saying let student 
have a choice, and educate students 
and faculty, • says Vice President 
{Education) Jen Bond, who chairs 
the DSU committee that penned the 
opt-out proposal. 

Currently, it's up to individual 
professors to decide if they'll use 
1\Jrnitin.com, an Internet database 
that compares papers submitted 
with millions of websites, books, 
papers and journals, and produces 
originality reports. It's compulsory 
for students to submit their papers 
if their professors require it. 

The union presented a slew of 
concerns to the senate subcommit­
tee on academic integrity on the 
heels of Mount Saint Vincent's deci­
sion to ban the use of Thrnitin.com 
last week. 

Bond says the committee's ma­
jor concern is intellectual property. 
When students submit papers to 
1\Jrnitin.com, the database keeps 
the paper to compare against future 
submissions . 

The committee objects to the 
ethics of a corporation using stu­
dents' papers to glean profits, says 
Bond. And, according to the com­
mittee, students lose partial rights 
to their paper once it's stored in the 
database, which could cause prob­
lems if they wish to seek patents or 
copyrights for their work . 

"Students don't understand any 
of this," says Bond. If more students 
knew the implications of submitting 
their work, she says she thinks a lot 
would have second thoughts. 

"Some may not care," says Bond. 
"That's why we're advocating the 
opt-out policy. For students who do 
have a problem with that, with basi­
cally giving up part of their intellec­
tual property to some large corpora­
tion in the United States, then they 
can opt out of that." 

The committee is also con­
cerned that the service could allow 
professors and teaching assistants 
to lose vigilance in detecting pla­
giarism. Committee member Mike 
Smit, a computer science masters 
student at Dal who is one of the few 
people in Atlantic Canada studying 
technology and privacy, says the 
system is easy to fool. Smit, who is 
also a researcher at Dal's privacy and 
security lab, says he conducted sev­
eral tests and tricked it every time. 
All it took was a slight rewording of 
the text, he says. 

"If professors and TAs are rely­
ing on Turnitin.com, which I think 
is happening already, exclusively for 
plagiarism detection, we're not going 
to be detecting," says Smit. "We'll be 
detecting the people who are the lazy 
plagiarizers. We'll be piclcing off the 
weakest members of the herd." 

While Thrnitin.com is good at 
what it does, says Smit, it's no sub­
stitute for a human reading over a 
paper carefully. 

"We don't want students to use 
this as a way to plagiarize and get 
away with it," says Smit. "But we 
think the opt-out's important." 

Security of papers and personal 
information kept in the database is 
also a worry, according to the com­
mittee, because everything submit­
ted to Thrnitin.com falls under the 
jurisdiction of the U.S. Patriot Act 
-so the American government can 
access the information. 

Bond says the DSU also objects to 
the presumption of guilt 1\Jrnitin.com 
implies, and propose that professors 
use it only if they're suspicious. 

"We do understand the use of 
Turnitin.com as a plagiarism detec­
tion tool," she says. "Students who 
opt out of it would have to under­
stand that their papers would be 
subjected to greater scrutiny." 

Phil O'Hara, the assistant direc­
tor of academic computing services 
at Dal, says students with concerns 
can talk to their professors, but that 
opting out isn't a viable option. 

"That is just the most ridiculous 
suggestion I can possibly imag­
ine being brought forward," says 
O'Hara, whose department admin­
isters the service at Dal. O'Hara is 
also a part-time professor and uses 

Turnitin.com regularly. 
Plagiarism is a threat to the 

worth of Dalhousie degrees, says 
O'Hara, a Dal alumnus. Recent 
studies have shown that roughly 15 
per cent of students will cheat no 
matter what and about 15 per cent 
will never cheat. Having tools like 
Turnitin.com helps deter the people 
in between, he says. 

"It's such a competitive world 
that people are going into," he says. 
"There's a tremendous amount of 
pressure to cheat." 

The book's not closed on 1\Jr­
nitin.com at Dal, says O'Hara, and 
there's no downside to bringing the 
issue to the table. 

"The opt-out is a crock, though, 
it's a joke," he says. "Because what 
you're doing is you're giving those 
15 per cent of people who are go­
ing to tarnish your degree the carte 
blanche to do so, and pretty much 
removing any lcind of deterrent." 

Copyright and intellectual prop­
erty rights aren't affected by the 
plagiarism detection service, says 
O'Hara. The papers aren't on a pub­
lic site, the data is encrypted and no 
one can see the paper except for the 
professor and the student who sub­
mitted it, he says. 

But O'Hara says it would be ben­
eficial to have procedures for profes­
sors who use 1\Jrnitin.com to ensure 
students' privacy is protected. Many 
students submit papers to the data­
base that have identifying informa 
tion on them, he says, which is wor­
risome because of the Patriot Act. 

"We should protect our stu­
dents," says O'Hara. "Having a pol­
icy that both says how we do that 
and how we go about that would be 
valuable." 

Sam Scully, Dal's vice president 
(academic and provost) and chair 
of the subcommittee on academic 
integrity, says he's considering the 
DSU proposal and the legal ramifi­
cations ofThrnitin.com. He'll report 
back to the subcommittee in April 
and it will file a submission to sen­
ate in May or June. 

"I'll be worlcing with ... the DSU 
to make sure that we are capturing 
their concerns and responding to 
their concerns," he says. 

See editorial, page 9. 

Dal society raises thousands for AIDS research 
ANNAFONG 

News Contributor 

More than 400 people turned 
out for the Canadian Foun­

dation for AIDS Research's annual 
fundraiser on March 10, which 
raised almost $5,000 for HIV/AIDS 
research. 

"The Red Party'' organizers decked 
the Rain Lounge Club in red and white 
balloons, served red martinis and dec­
orated the tables with condoms . 

"It's for a good cause," said Casey 
Trott, a business management stu­
dent at Saint Mary's University who 

attended the party. 
The Dal chapter of CANFAR was 

founded two years ago. Society rep­
resentative Maggie Levinson said 
the society's main goal is to raise 
awareness of HIV I AIDS. 

Its members also raise money for 
HIV/AIDS research throughout the 
school year by holding bake sales, 
collecting donations and throwing 
social events like "The Red Party." 

Last year, more than half the 
money raised all year was from the 
fundraiser alone. 

Dal chapter president Barbie 
Walls says the society also sets 

up information tables and invites 
guest speakers to inform students 
about AIDS. Studies have shown 
that up to one-third of the roughly 
56,000 Canadians infected with HIV 
are unaware of it and young adults 
comprise about half of new HIV in­
fections worldwide. 

That's why it's so important to 
raise awareness among students, 
says Walls. 

CANFAR, established in Toronto 
in 1987, is a national organization. 
Since its inception, the foundation has 
donated over $12 million in research 
grants across Canada. 



Fonner Aristide cabinet minister 
applauds Haiti's desire for democracy 

DAwN MAcPHEE 
Staff Contributor 

Social justice activist Patrick Elie 
praised the Haitian people's re­

solve in their quest for true democ­
racy and criticized the Canadian 
media's portrayal of Haiti during a 
lecture at Dalhousie on March 13. 

"I wonder how Haiti worked its 
way into the minds of Canadians," 
said Elie. "Haiti has been so misrepre­
sented over the years or ignored by the 
mainstream media, and also, I would 
say. by the leadership in Canada." 

University and community 
members gathered at the Weldon 
Law Building to hear Elie's public 
talk titled "Haiti at the Crossroads." 

Former Haitian president Jean­
Bertrand Aristide was ousted on 
Feb. 29, 2004. Since the coup, an 
interim government, backed by a 
United Nations force of 9,000 mul­
tinational troops and civilian police, 
has run Haiti. 

Canada, the United States, France 
and Chile supply the troops serving 
in the war-ravaged country. Despite 
their presence, human rights and se­
curity problems pervade. 

"Now, we see the new powers 
and the new elites trying to stop the 
Haitian people in their quest for de­
mocracy," said Elie, who was a cabi­
net minister in the Aristide govern­
ment from 1991 to 1996. 

"I think it is a vain enterprise. It 
won't work." 

Elie, a Canadian citizen since 
1978, is in the midst of an 18-city 
tour across Canada. The Canada 
Haiti Action Network sponsored the 
national tour, with local support 
from the Halifax Peace Coalition and 
Haiti Action Halifax. Members of the 
two local groups say they would ul­
timately like to see a public inquiry 
that explores Canada's role in Haiti. 

Brooks Kind, a member of the Hal­
ifax Peace Coalition and Haiti Action 
Halifax, said the mainstream media 
doesn't allow for dissident voices, par­
ticularly when it comes to Canadian 
forces and the nature of the Haitian 

"The Haitian people have a lot of hope, • said sodaljustlce activist Patrick Eli e. "They're looking 
to the future and they want stability as well as democracy." I Photo: Dawn MacPhee 

government Canada now supports. 
"Most people don't realize how 

extensively we're involved in the re­
pression in Haiti," said Kind. "[Can­
ada was] part of the coup d'etat." 

The Gazette contacted four pro­
fessors from Dal's political science 
department to seek an academic 
perspective, one of which contacted 
four more professors. Those con­
tacted either didn't respond, or said 
they were not up to date on Haitian 
issues and couldn't comment. 

In Haiti's recent election, held 
Feb. 7, half a million more voters 
cast ballots than in the last election, 
said Elie, even though the number 
of polling stations dropped from 
12,000 to 809. 

People walked miles and miles 

to vote, he said, and literally assault­
ed voting station to get inside. 

He said Haitians want to elect 
and defeat their leaders using the 
ballot. They've proven it the four 
times they were allowed to go to the 
polls since Dec. 1990, he said. 

"The Haitian people have a lot of 
hope," said Elie. "They're looking to 
the future and they want stability as 
well as democracy." 

Haiti is sovereign and has the 
right to chart its own destiny, he 
said- and other countries, no mat­
ter how much larger they are than 
Haiti, should respect that. 

"We are the actors of our own 
destiny," he said. "It might look im­
possible, but we've done it before 
and we'll do it again." 

The Greens' Wright wing 
Nick Wright takes the helm of new provindal party 

AARON GILLIS 

Staff Contributor 

ADalhousie student is the leader 
of Nova Scotia's newest political 

party. 
Nick Wright, 23, was selected 

as the leader of the Green Party of 
Nova Scotia at the party's founding 
convention on March 4 and 5, de­
feating educator and former Kings­
Rants federal candidate Sheila 
Richardson. 

A 2003 philosophy graduate 
from King's, Wright is currently 
in his third year of a joint law and 
MBA program at Dal. 

Wright first became involved 
with the Green Party in 2000, after 
voting in his first federal election. 
He says a lack of choices made him 
consider a new political direction. 

"If you looked at the left-wing 
party, you'd see fiscal irresponsibil­
ity," he says. "If you looked to the 
right-wing party, you'd see socially 
backwards policy. And if you looked 
to the center, you'd see corruption. 

"When I got involved in the 
Green Party, it was everything that 
I was looking for." 

Wright ran as a candid. te for the 
Green Party of Canada in the Hali­
fax riding during the 2006 federal 
election. He received nearly 2,000 
votes, capturing just under four per 
cent of the ballots cast. 

The province could see an elec­
tion this year if Rodney MacDonald, 
the new Progressive Conservative 
Party premier, asks Nova Scotians 

for a new mandate. Wright plans to 
run in a Halifax riding, although he 
says candidate nominations and an 
official party policy will have to be 
determined at a future meeting of 
the Green Party executive, a process 
that could take a few months. 

At the federal level, the Green 
Party has run candidates in each elec­
tion since 1984, but has never won a 
seat in Parliament. The party, how­
ever, did receive 4.5 per cent of the 
popular vote in the 2006 election. 

Wright says the new provin­
cial party is distinct from the fed­
eral one, although it's committed to 
work with its federal counterparts. 

"The Green Party has stated 
and agreed that it will work with 
all Green Parties, both the Green 
Party of Canada, the [other] pro­
vincial parties, and some regional 
parties in the [United] States, such 
as Maine, because environmental 
problems don't end at the border," 
he says. 

Chris Alders, co-chair of the 
Green Party of Nova Scotia's found­
ing convention, says he was im­
pressed by Wright's acceptance 
speech, when the new leader com­
mitted the party to running candi­
dates in all 52 provincial ridings. 

"One would think that would be 
interpreted as a very bold statement 
for a political party ... just coming 
out of its founding convention," 
says Alders. "But I do think that part 
of leadership is that occasionally 
you have to challenge those around 
you, and I think Nick demonstrated 

this very ably with that declara­
tion." 

Alders says despite Wright's 
youth, he brings the maturity and 
political leadership necessary to 
develop the new party. 

''I'm actually very optimistic 
about Nick's leadership, and he's 
growing into the role, and we'll 
present a very valid case for a more 
sustainable and just society." 

Christopher Harborne, the new 
deputy leader of the provincial 
Green Party, says Wright's leader­
ship will help the party reach out 
to younger voters, who may feel 
alienated by the current political 
establishment. As an MBA and law 
student, Wright does not conform 
to the common image of a Green 
Party supporter, he says. 

"We hope this will send a mes­
sage that it is an inclusive party 
that can appeal to all aspects of the 
public who care about our planet," 
Harborne said in an e-mail to The 
Gazette. 

Wright says that a common 
misconception of the Green Party is 
that it lies to the far left of the politi­
cal spectrum. 

"I think people who suggest that 
haven't gotten to know the Green 
Party as well as they might have," 
he says. "And that's because, unlike 
the left, we're fiscally responsible; 
unlike the right, we're socially pro­
gressive; and unlike all the other 
parties, we believe in environmen­
tal sustainability, and building a 
positive future." 
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Words of wisd m from a DSU lifer 
MIKESMIT 

News Commentator 

Last week, Dalhousie students 
took to the polls to elect their new 

student union executive. In a fog of 
uncertainty, students stumbled their 
way through ranking the candidates, 
using reasoning that ranged from 
"she's cute" to "hey, that's my sister's 
boyfriend's cousin" to "I like her 
comments on a dedicated transfer 
from the federal government." 

Thus far, no one has come for­
ward to challenge the results or file 
a 100-page brief with the judicial 
board. Barring last minute appeals, 
it looks like the candidates the vot­
ers were the least indifferent toward 
might actually take office. 

DSU President Ezra Edelstein 
has been re-elected, giving him an 
additional year to work on "Destina­
tion DSU." He has demonstrated his 
strength as a mediator and his ability 
to broker a compromise. My advice 
to him is to remember that not ev­
eryone will always agree with him; 
sometimes he just needs to make the 
right decision and stick with it. 

Chris Ide has assumed the vice 
president (internal) position. He had 
many concrete commitments in his 
campaign, but IDE advise him to de­
ciDE which are his top priorities, fo­
cus on them, and delegate the rest. 

Mike Tipping has come to his 
new vice president (education) with 
the least experience of any of the 
new executives. He'll have a lot of 
things to learn, including that his 
position doesn't have "direct power 
to lower tuition." His predecessors 
leave a legacy of strength that he'll 
need to live up to. 

Chris McCluskey has taken the 
vice president (student life) position, 
albeit a year later than he might have 
liked. He's demonstrated an ability 
to organize events, and if he's sure to 
remember that student life is about 
more than concerts at the Grawood, 
he'll do an excellent job. 

Natalie MacLean won the board 
of governors representative seat 
with a 40 per cent margin of victory, 

while Justin LoRusso and Taayo Sim­
monds easily won their yes/no vote. 
It's worth noting that 25 per cent 
of voters felt an empty Senate scat 
would be preferable to electing ei­
ther of them, which is a harsh criti­
cism they'll need to prove false in the 
next year. 

The 14 people who experienced 
the losing side of a results party have 
good ideas, and many are passionate 
about improving the student union. 
I hope some of them will run again, 
hopefully wiser from this experi­
ence. 

One of the more interesting 
stories of this election was the so­
called "leftist slate." To summarize, 
although the four members of this 
slate had no experience with the 
DSU, they felt the entire union need­
ed to be removed and replaced with a 
mobilized grassroots movement, and 
any contracts and constitutions that 
stood in the way would be burned. 

Each slate member managed 
to receive roughly 10 per cent voter 
support, which says to me that stu­
dents aren't looking for a "permanent 
revolution" that puts the current 
leaders up against a blank wall but 
doesn't offer any concrete solutions 
for relevant problems. 

The slate members did make 
some dry forums more interesting, 
however, and I thank them for that. 

Congratulations to all 21 candi­
dates who took the time to be part 
of the elections process, to all 3,038 
students who voted in this election, 
and to the members of the elections 
committee, who worked long hours 
to make this whole election happen. 

In our minds, the executive mem­
bers we select each year become "the 
DSU." They'll head our lobby efforts, 
be our voice and facilitate some of 
the student life on this campus. The 
students who make up the union will 
love them, hate them, or more likely, 
ignore them. 

They'll make their promised 
changes - some will be improve­
ments, and some will not. Some 
of the changes will be noticed, and 
some of them will not. Either way, 

The world is waiting for you. 
What are you waiting for? 
Take a Gap Year Abroad! Experience the world. 

Travel CUTS has been offering independent travel 
options and specialized programs for over 35 years. 

work in a cafe in Australia 

volunteer to build a school1n Costa Rica 

teach English in Thailand 

www.travelcuts.com 
www.swap.ca 

www.volunteerabroad.ca 
www.studyingabroad.ca 

.•JRAVELaiiS 
Travel CUTS is owned & operated by the Canadian Federation of Student>. SWAP is a 

not-for-profit program of the Canadian federation of Students and a division ofT ravel CUTS. 

Come to our weekly 
contributor meetings, 

5:30 p.m. every Monday. 

Room 312, Dal SUB. 

Mike Smlt's morsels of advice ~ 

1. Do take some time to get famil­
iar with your desired position. 
You don't need to defeat me in 
a DSU-themed trivia contest, 
but a few hours with Google 
and Wikipedia should help 
you Jearn about your portfolio, 
which may include Shinerama, 
CASA, the Grawood, societies, 
or how to spell "Carleton." 

2. Do proofread. Your 'eductaion' 
may be 'Jennier' than my edu­
cation, but it's not going to win 
you any votes. 

3. Do take the time to submit 
a picture and profile for the 
website. 

4. Don't promise to burn every­
thing that you don't like. No 
one likes a pyromaniac with a 
grudge. 

5. Don't make promises that 
sound impractical, like to 
"bridge the physical distance" 
between the campuses. The 
exception is the promise to 
"lower tuition"- voters are 
still willing to believe this 
promise. Serious people in the 
union will castigate you for 
using a cheap ploy for votes, 
but you still get an office in the 
SUB, right next to the presi­
dent! 

the DSU is here for at least one more 
year, and Jove it, hate it, or never 
heard of it, it's your union. 

Mike Smit served as a DSU coun­
cillor from 2000 to 2004, and since 
then has worked behind the scenes, 
sitting on every DSU committee. He 
has closely followed seven DSU elec­
tions, and provided technical sup­
port for five. Currently, Smit sits on 
two committees and attends coun­
cil meetings. As a result of his work 
with the DSU. he has received the 
DSU's Lilly ]u Award, the Gold "D" 
Award and Dal's Board of Governors' 
Award. 

The OSU election's leftist slate (l-R, Chris Arsenault, Elaine Major and Seth leon) was 
"thoroughly smoked" at the polls, says presidential candidate Arsenault. I Photo: Rafal Andronowskl 

Slate slumps in the ballot box 
Ll DONG 

Staff Contributor 

All of the candidates running on 
the unofficial leftist slate in the 

recent DSU election placed last on 
the ballot, prompting some to sug­
gest that Dalhousie students aren't 
ready for radical change. 

"We didn't just lose, we all got 
thoroughly smoked," presidential 
candidate Chris Arsenault said in an 
e-mail interview with The Gazette. 

"At the end of the day, Dal is a 
very conservative school," he says. 
"We used examples of how students 
mobilized, went on strike and won 
their demands at the National Au­
tonomous University in Mexico and 
at the French schools in Quebec 
when the government tried to cut 
the bursaries. I think people here are 
just a little too acquiescent." 

Arsenault was disqualified for 
incurring $130 in campaigning fines, 
surpassing the $100 limit. 

Seth Leon, a candidate for vice 
president (education), says despite 
the results, he enjoyed the campaign 
and that "it was just so much fun 
campaigning and getting support 
and feedback." 

The unofficial leftist slate con­
sisted of both Chris Arsenault, Seth 
Leon, vice president (internal) can­
didate Elaine Major and board of 
governors candidate Nathan Dere­
jko. The group ran on issues such 
as leaving the Canadian Alliance of 
Student Associations, pushing for 
a tuition freeze and increasing stu-

dent leadership and mobilization. 
Leon and Arsenault both agree 

that many Dal students resist pro­
gressive movements and prefer 
things to stay the way they are. 

"Our ideas of getting out of CASA 
and being critical of the DSU weren't 
sitting well with the status quo," says 
Leon. "Our ideas were being attacked 
just for being different as if thinking 
of a new idea seemed wrong." 

Both Arsenault and Leon say 
they're not too disappointed with 
their loss. But they hope that the 
new executive will adopt some of 
their ideas. 

Arsenault stresses the impor­
tance of "methods to garner at­
tention and power that are more 
creative than closed door meetings 
with politicos," as well as getting So­
dexho, the DSU food service provid­
er, to offer healthier alternatives. 

Leon says he hopes the new 
members of the executive will con­
sult with students more about their 
plans concerning tuition. 

He also wants the union to fix the 
"misogynistic ideals" that he says are 
reinforced during frosh week. 

"It harbors these ideals of drink­
ing and objectifying women that 
would seem inappropriate outside 
of the week," says Leon. "I would 
like to see frosh week be more of a 
positive experience with positive 
ideals." 

Leon also notes there is current­
ly no rape counsellor at Dalhousie, 
and that the DSU should work hard 
to establish one. 

EAST INK 
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Dal Briefs 

American Ubnry Association Keftdlts 
Dal 

The American Library Asso­
ciation approved continuing its 
accreditation of Dal's masters of 
library and information studies de­
gree program following an in-depth 
review last fall. 

The AlA sent members of an 
external review panel, who visited 
Dal's School of Information Man­
agement in October 2005. 

The panel commended the 
program's new facilities in the Rowe 
Building and the high calibre of 
alumni and current students in the 
program. 

University president Tom Ttaves 
made the announcement on March 
14. 

Cross-Canada Shorts 

MSVU drops Tumltln.com 
Mount Saint Vincent University 

has stopped using the plagiarism 
detection software Turnitin.com 
after students complained that it 
jeopardized their privacy and intel­
lectual property rights. 

The software, used by several 
hundred schools around the world, 
compares essays against a database 
of web sources and papers to deter­
mine if a student has plagiarized. 

MSVU student leaders objected 
to the software because they said 
students surrender rights to their 
essays once the papers are submit­
ted to the Turnitin.com database. 

They were also concerned that the 
American government could access 
students' personal information un­
der the Patriot Act. 

Oatarto lifts tuition freeze 
The Ontario government is lift­

ing its university tuition freeze and 
plans to raise fees by as much as 18 
per cent over four years. 

According to Chris Bentley, the 
minister responsible for colleges 
and universities, the province can 
no longer afford to maintain the 
two-year-old freeze. 

Protesters yelled "shame" at 
Bentley as he announced the Liber­
als' plans for fee increases on March 
8, which includes a hike of five per 
cent for this corning fall. 

Over four years, average tuition 
fees would grow by $856, from the 
current Ontario average of $4,881. 

Student leaders are unhappy 
with the announcement, saying it 
will prevent low-income students 
from attending university. 

Manitoba and Newfoundland 
and Labrador are now the only 
provinces that still have tuition 
freezes in effect. 

Ontario college strike stalemated 
Ontario college students are 

becoming worried they'll lose the 
semester as negotiations still aren't 
planned in the two-week-old col­
lege professor strike in the province. 
But administrators say students will 
get their semester. 

Nearly 9,100 college profs have 
walked out over concerns such as 
class sizes and salaries, and have 
left 150,000 students in the lurch. 

College officials say they'll make 
up lost time once the strike is over 
with "crash schedules" and extra 
classes. But with no end in sight 
for the strike, students are worried 
about losing summer jobs or career 
prospects and are calling the col­
leges' guarantee "worthless." 

East of the Border 

Web plagiarism "rife" at Oxford 
The Daily Telegraph reports that 

Internet plagiarizing is a serious 
problem at London's prestigious 
Oxford University. 

Professor Alan Grafen, the 
school's senior proctor, says the 
problem is undermining the value 
of an Oxford degree and suggests 
that students should sign an affida­
vit swearing the work they submit is 
their own. 

Grafen says the problem is "rife" 
among both undergraduate and 
graduate students, but that examin­
ers rarely discover it. Only 10 cases 
of intentional plagiarism were un­
covered at Oxford last year. 

Grafen blames the trend on pri­
mary and secondary schools that 
encourage student to "cobble to­
gether" information from the Inter­
net for assignments. 

He suggests all incoming stu­
dents should attend plagiarism 
awareness lectures when they ar­
rive at the school. 

Sources: The Daily Telegraph, The 
Calgary Sun. The Chronicle-Herald, 
The Excalibur (York), crv.ca. The 
Globe and Mail 

10 years ago this week ... 
• Amalgamation talks between 

Dalhousie and the Technical 
University of Nova Scotia caused 
"heated" debate in Dal's senate, 
according to the March 14,1996 
issue of The Gazette. The province 
had been pressuring metro uni­
versities to eliminate duplication 
of programs and services in order 
to save money for the past decade. 

The Dal-TUNS merger was 
one of the first solutions pro­
posed to address this problem 
because of the schools' overlap­
ping degrees in engineering and 
computer science. In 1989, presi­
dents of both schools studied the 
implications of moving TUNS to 
an 11-acre campus adjacent to 
Dalhousie, but a public uproar 
put the idea to rest. 

President Tom Ttaves stated 
that an equal amalgamation 
of the province's two leading 
research institutions would be 
beneficial to students, the local 
community and the schools 
themselves. Suggestions for the 
name of the new institution 
were The Dalhousie University 
of Nova Scotia, The Technical 
University of Dalhousie, and The 
Technical Dalhousie of Nova 
Scotia. 

Instead of amalgamating, 
TUNS eventually became part of 
Dalhousie, and is now known as 
Sexton campus. 

• An article entitled "World Wide 
What?" followed writer Neil Fra­
ser as he explored the burgeon­
ing jungle of cyberspace. "Armed 
only with Lynx software and a 

l'VIETRO SELF-STORAGE 

HEY STUDENTS! 

text editor," Fraser created his 
own web page in only a few short 
hours, and explained the mean­
ing of"WWW" and "URL" to the 
average student. 

25 years ago this week ... 
• "VD 'real problem' at Dal" read 

The Gazette's feature headline 
this week in 1981. The article 
reported that Student Health 
Services was treating over 25 STD 
cases a week, including gonor­
rhea, herpes, and pubic lice. 

Gonorrhea was considered a 
"reportable disease," meaning 
clinics were required to provide 
the names of infected persons 
to the Department of Health so 
that former partners could be 
contacted and screened. 

A Student Health official 
explained that for every reported 
case of the disease, two other 
cases are not reported. Student 
Health was beginning a VD in­
formation campaign in order to 
stem the rising number of cases 
on campus. They distributed 
pamphlets, spoke at residences, 
and delivered a public aware­
ness lecture along with a campus 
fraternity. 

• The Grawood was running a 
$20,000 deficit, due mostly to 
a drop in demand for alcoholic 
beverages. Assistant bar manager 
Drew Taylor blamed the drop 
in sales on the rising popularity 
of downtown bars, noting there 
had been a general decrease in 
patrons over the previous three 
years. 
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The Gazette is a student-run pub­
lication. Its primary purpose is to re­
port fairly and objectively on issues 
of importance and interest to the 
students of Dalhousie University, to 
provide an open forum for the free 
expression and exchange of ideas, 

and to stimulate meaningful debate 
on issues that affect or would oth­
erwise be of interest to the student 
body and/or society in general. 

The views of the Editorial Board 
are not the explicit views of Dalhou­
sie University. 

Dal's use ofTumitin.com must be 
examined - and regulated 

Turnitin.com, an online plagia­
rism detection service, was met with 
little protest when it slinked its way 
into Dalhousie in 2002. 

But in recent months, discussion 
over whether it should be used, and 
how it's used, has begun to stir. 

It's about time. Another Halifax 
university has banned it outright, 
and the Dalhousie Student Union is 
calling for students to be given the 
right to opt out of submitting their 
work to the database. 

Currently, the only policy Dal 
has regarding Turnitin.com is that 
students must submit their papers 
if their professors so choose. Profes­
sors who use the service must notify 
students with a paragraph in their 
course syllabus. 

But the implications of using 
the U.S.-based Turnitin.com de­
mand in-depth examination, and 
safeguards and regulations must be 
set in place. The university's failure 
thus far to address problems asso­
ciated with the service at a policy 
level could threaten the rights and 
privacy of its students. 

The DSU objects to students be­
ing forced to prove their innocence 
by mandatory submission - and 
jeopardizing their intellectual prop­
erty rights in the process. 

According to the union, along 
with many legal experts and numer­
ous other student organizations, 
students who submit papers to the 
database lose partial ownership of 
their work. 

This could have far-reaching im­
plications if students later wish to 
patent ideas or copyright work. And 
with more than 6,000 Dal students 
submitting work to Turnitin.com in 
the 2004/2005 academic year, such 
implications would affect a large 
proportion of the student body. 

Not only are the intellectual 
property rights of students possi­
bly being violated by Dal's policy of 
mandatory submission, but use of 
the service al o poses risks to stu­
dents' privacy. 

Under the Patriot Act, the U.S. 
government can access information 
at Turnitin.com. According to Phil 
O'Hara a Dal professor who also 
works in the department that ad 
ministers rurnitin.com, many stu­
dents submit title pages with their 
papers, which typically contain per­
sonal information. 

And last fall, O'Hara says he was 
contacted by three different pro­
fessors who had papers potentially 
plagiarized from essays submitted 
for O'Hara's class - Turnitin.com 

provides e-mail addresses so that 
professors may compare papers 
to determine whether a student is 
guilty. 

O'Hara refused the professors' 
requests that he send his students' 
papers for comparison, and instead 
offered to check questionable parts 
of the papers for them. 

According to the Dal website's 
information page on Turnitin.com, 
any paper submitted to the database 
remains the students' property, and 
their consent is required for their 
paper to be passed along to another 
professor. 

But while Dal's use ofthe service 
has tripled since its first subscrip­
tion in 2002, there are still no regu­
lations or mandatory educational 
procedures for professors before 
they use it. 

And the only contact that's listed 
on the "Turnitin.com at Dal" website 
for students with questions is their 
professor that uses the service. 

Since many professors use the 
service without receiving any brief­
ing on acceptable and unacceptable 
practices, the likelihood that a con­
cerned student would get accurate, 
relevant answers isn't high. 

Nor is it likely that all profes­
sors would know they can't send a 
student's paper to another professor 
\vithout the student's permission 
- indeed, the professors who con­
tacted O'Hara were likely unaware. 

Plagiarism is a major threat to 
the worth of Dalhousie degrees. The 
university, its professors and its stu­
dents should all take the necessary 
steps to stop, or at least minimize, 
its onslaught. 

But if Dalhousie is going to con­
tinue to use Turnitin.com, the uni­
versity must ensure it isn't forcing 
students to jeopardize their intel­
lectual property rights and privacy 
by doing so. 

Until Dal can guarantee the safe­
ty and legality of Turnitin.com be­
yond a shadow of a doubt, students 
must be allowed to choose whether 
or not they are comfortable submit­
ting their work. If they are not, they 
must not be forced to. 

And the university must ensure, 
through regulations, that professors 
and students receive training and 
education on the legal and ethical 
implications of using Turnitin.com. 
Acceptable practices that minimize 
risks to students must be estab­
lished and rigourously enforced. 

!fOal is going to continue to em­
ployTurnitin.com, it's time this uni­
versity does so responsibly. 
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The Gazette's phone number is 
clearly printed in the first page of the 
paper every week. Why do so many 
people call this number and then get 
surprised to discover they've reached 
The Gazette office? 

A guy telephoned asking about 
the status of his application to the 
Faculty of Engineering. 

''This is not engineering," I told 
him, "This is 11ze Gazette." After a 

brief silence, I added, "the student 
paper." 

"Oh," he said. "Well, can you 
check the status of my application?" 

"No!" I cried, "This is the student 
paper." 

"Well, can you transfer me to the 
Faculty of Engineering?" 

"No! This is not a switchboard! 
This is The Gazette" 

Honestly! What's wrong with 

these people? Why do they call us 
asking if we can put up posters for 
them, or if we can order pizza? 

Next time I answer the phone, I 
hope it's about something relevant. 
I'm tempted- so tempted- to play 
along and say something like, "No, 
I'm sorry, the Faculty of Engineering 
has refused your application, and 
barred you from ever communicat­
ing with the university again." 

The Provindal Green Party has arrived 
ADRIAN HAIGHT 

Opinions Contributor 

I t was a mild Sunday at the Mic­
mac Native Friendship Center on 

Gottingen Street when Nova Scotia's 
Green Party prepared to choose its 
first provincial leader with only 22 
persons in attendance. 

The whole performance was 
painfully comparable to the provin­
cial Conservative Party's leadership 
convention just a few weeks earlier 
- though the only real similarity 
could be found in the title. 

Appearances by speakers Ste­
phen Harper and Paul Cellucci at 
the Metro Centre contrasted eerily 
to the 22 middle-aged, recluse envi­
ronmentalists who were sitting in a 
small room, drinking organic apple 
juice. 

The two candidates, Sheila Rich­
ardson and Nick Wright, differ stark­
ly from the three PC candidates, 
each of whom hail from profession­
al backgrounds in politics and busi­
ness and have enough campaign 
funding to throw pre-ballot parties 
with free liquor in the Delta and Ca-

letters@dalgazette.ca 
AHentlon to AIDS not enough 
Dear Editor, 

In Paul Cescon's article "AIDS cri­
sis needs more attention," (Gazette 
138:22) the author contends that as 
citizens of Canada, one of the most 
prosperous countries in the world, 
we need to take action against AIDS. 

I would take that statement fur­
ther by saying that as citizens of the 
world, we owe it to our fellow men, 
women and children in Africa not 
only to lend our aid, but to make a 
concerted effort in alleviating one of 
the greatest disasters humanity ~as 
ever seen. 
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sino Hotels. 
Richardson is a less than youth­

ful social worker from Wolfville, 
N.S. , who runs a booth at the Farm­
er's Market. Her campaign funding 
probably consists of a friend willing 
to split the gas for a weekend drive 
out to Hali for the convention. 

Her opponent was a more le­
gitimate contender - relatively, of 
course. 

A law and business student, 
Wright ran a fairly successful cam­
paign in the federal election last 
year. He's young, ambitious and 
full of, well, something (the word 
life doesn't seem quite accurate 
enough) . 

The two candidates pleasantly 
discussed their different "shades of 
Green" to garner the support of the 
20 other people in attendance (my­
self included). 

Wright came out on top by a de­
cisive majority of 16-6. I could feel 
the political tension build as the 
day's speaker loudly piped into the 
ostensibly unnecessary microphone 
that the votes were in. 

The outcome was announced 

An important issue raised in the 
article is that we as Canadians can 
make a difference. I am adamant in 
my rejection of any and all pundits 
who claim that courting our help as 
students in issues such as AIDS is 
pointless. 

To the contrary, we are the lead­
ers of the future, and even today we 
have the power to make a tangible 
difference, whether it is through 
lobbying, fundraising, or simply 
raising awareness. 

The revitalization of Africa is not 
only essential in terms of humanity 
- an economically v1able Africa will 
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and the victor meandered up to the 
stage. 

A single camera flashed. 
A new Green age was dawning 

before our eyes. 
Notwithstanding the lack of in­

ternal structure and organization, 
the Green Party could become a 
practicable force in Nova Scotian 
politics, assuming it can find some 
viable candidates in key ridings, 
and the new leader is able to make 
it across the province to campaign 
on the slim donations from the con­
vention. 

The Greens have much to offer 
rural Nova Scotians, and the grow­
ing prominence of environmental 
concerns in Halifax is real. If the 
party can shake its radical image 
and enter the political scene as a 
practical option, it could be a con­
tender in 10 or 15 years. 

W.S. Fielding, a former premier 
of Nova Scotia, noted in 1886 that 
even though the Greens may not be 
able to win, we have to let people 
know that the party exists. 

For the Green Party, there's no­
where to go but up. 

benefit us all. Although Africa is rich 
in culture and diversity, the continent 
is being crippled by the devastating 
socio-economic effects of AIDS. Even 
though we reside in one of the wealth­
iest nations in the world, I argue that 
we can't afford to not help Africa with 
this massive problem. Where can we 
go from here? 

Well, as Cescon pointed out, we 
need to foster a culture of aware­
ness so that we can begin to work on 
a greater future not only for Africa, 
but for all of humanity. 

Christian Tschirhart 
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'' 

I don't think it's fair, because the Information is there 
for a reason and you have a right to use it. 

Fatima Shaikh, first-year arts 

' ' I hate it. It's over the top! 

Martina Jakubchik-Palohelmo, second-year philosophy 

' ' It infringes upon intellectual copyright. 

Mark Parrish, third-year sociology 

' ' It's a human rights infringement, for Christ's sake. 

Hugh Wallis, third-year biology 

' ' 

I think it's fair, because you're not supposed to be plagia­
rizing in the first place. 

Dalal Shaikh, first-year arts 

' ' 

It's a hassle, because you have to remember all these 
passwords. 

Sally McPhearson, second-year history 

' ' I've never used it. I refuse! 

Aly Coy, second-year English 

''Only if you don't sleep with your profs. 

Chris LaRoche, third-year academic bribery 
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Opinions Contributor and regulations tough enough to 

The minister of the environment 
is potentially the most demand­

ing ministerial position in govern­
ment today. 

Climate change is an urgent is­
sue that can afford no breaks or 
timeouts. Organizations, business­
es, and international leaders alike 
have been keeping a close eye on 
Canada's new minister of the envi-
ronment, Rona Ambrose, while she 
embarks on a steep learning curve 
and marks her direction with the 
Kyoto Protocol. 

Ambrose has made it very clear 
that "the Kyoto Protocol is seriously 
flawed and that the emissions tar-
gets it imposes on Canada are unre­
alistic and unattainable," as recently 
stated in a letter to the Toronto Star. 

These comments are in regards 
to Canada's commitment, as stated 
by the former Liberal government, 
to reduce greenhouse gases by 6 per 
cent from what they were in 1990. 

The real issue is, even if we reach 
a target considered "realistic" or 
"attainable," the globe's drastically 
changing weather patterns are not 
going to follow our political agenda. 

"The past government was so 
target-focused that they were not 
developing public policy that actu­
ally reduced greenhouse gas emis­
sions or reduced pollution," said 
Ambrose in an interview with the 
National Post last week. 

"Our focus is to restructure any 
of the policy frameworks that we're 
looking at to make sure that we're 
going to see verifiable reductions in 
greenhouse gases. This is a dramatic 
shift away from what the previous 
government did, but it will actually 
ironically result in lower emissions 
and less pollution." 

Careful not to over-promise, Am­
brose says that the government will 
still not be able to meet Canada's 6 
per cent target, even with these im­
proved tactics. 

The Conservative government, 
however, may very well have the 
potential - more than any govern-
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substantially shift Canada's green­
house gas emissions beyond our 
Kyoto target. 

The greenhouse gas reduction 
plan of the former government, 
known as "Project Green," needed 
vast improvements, but at least it 
gave a feasible plan of action. The 
improved greenhouse gas reduction 
plan from the Conservatives should 
make Canada more than capable 
of hitting its target, with the added 
understanding and commitment to 
engage people on both the business 
level and the home front. 

The Kyoto Accord calls for a 
6 per cent reduction in national 
greenhouse gas emissions and a 5 
per cent reduction globally by 2012 
- a vital stepping stone toward fur­
ther reductions. A number of lead­
ing countries at the UN Climate 
Change Conference last December 
agreed that by the year 2020, emis­
sions should be 30 per cent lower 
than what they were in 1990, and 80 
per cent lower by 2050. 

Our preliminary goal is not unat­
tainable: 6 per cent below the levels 
measured in 1990 means an almost 
30 per cent reduction from where 
we are now. We have six years to get 
there, if we average an annual 5 per 
cent reduction. 

According to Richard Kinley, 
the UN Secretariat, many of the 
Kyoto signatories are "on their way 
to lower emission levels by at least 
3.5 per cent below 1990 levels dur­
ing the first commitment period," as 
reported in Reuters earlier this year. 
Kinley went on to confirm that these 
countries will reach their committed 
targets by utilizing market-based 
mechanisms and other additional 
measures that are set up within the 
Kyoto Protocol. 

Opportunities are available, 
technology is improving and re­
search is coming in faster than ever 
before. 

I know the Conservatives have 
the ability to lead Canada beyond 
the proposed 6 per cent reductions. 
The question is, will they? 

SARAH JONES 

Opinions Contributor 

Thanlcs to recent news from its 
Thunder Bay campus, Lakehead 

University is currently in the spot­
light for taking a bold step against 
the norm. Contrary to most univer­
sities' policies, Lakehead has pub­
licly announced that it has no im­
mediate plan to switch to wireless 
Internet. 

Lakehead president Fred Gilbert 
is worried that wireless Internet 
would affect the health of Lakehead 
students and staff, and he cited some 
inconclusive studies as grounds for 
postponing the implementation of 
wireless Internet. Gilbert is being 
cautious and waiting until the ex­
periments on wireless technology 
yield some more conclusive results 
before permitting wireless Internet 
on campus. Granted, Lakehead stu­
dents are hardly missing out, given 
the plethora of Internet outlets on 
campus. 

Consider how many times new 
inventions or medicines have been 
implemented or administered be­
fore all the results are evaluated. 
Think Vioxx, asbestos, and trans­
fats. Think nicotine, whose health 
risks weren't conclusively proven 
until smoking was already an estab­
lished habit. 

Lakehead's stance flies in the 
face of the increasing number of 
universities who are racing to em­
brace technology in all its forms. 
Many Dalhousie courses have We­
bCT options, and students at Car­
leton and McGill are able to down-
load entire lectures. 

The benefits of being able to 
download classes are obvious: you 
don't have to attend early classes, 
you can avoid timetable conflicts 
and you can rewind if you miss 
something important. 

While the benefits are obvious, 
the possible detriments are not. 
Sure, computers aren't as interac­
tive as human contact, but a more 
important concern might prove to 

be electromagnetic radiation, ex­
actly what Lakehead's president is 
worried about. 

We are constantly surrounded 
by electromagnetic waves, despite 
their possible dangers. Cell-phone 
towers, wireless networks and elec­
tric appliances surround us at all 
times of the day and have become 
integral to our lifestyle. 

Many websites offer advice on 
how to reduce household electro-
magnetic fields. Using battery op­
erated clocks, removing watches at 
night and avoiding under-wire bras 
are all suggested for cleansing your 
local environment of unwanted 
electromagnetic fields. 

Naturopathic sites claim that 
women who sit in front of comput­
ers wearing metal under-wire bras 
are at risk of concentrating elec­
tromagnetic energy around their 
breasts. 

Admittedly, most of these find­
ings aren't printed in trusted scien­
tific journals. 

The World Health Organization 
began sponsoring research on the 
effects of electromagnetic fields in 
1997, and has met regularly to dis­
cuss the results since then. 

The organization has conclud­
ed, "At low frequencies, external 
electric and magnetic fields induce 
small circulating currents within the 
body. In virtually all ordinary envi­
ronments, the levels of induced cur­
rents inside the body are too small 
to produce obvious effects." 

So now the organization just 
has to find out if there are any not­
so-obvious effects that may only 
become evident after long-term ex-
posure. 

Of course, I may be contradict­
ing myself by applauding Lakehead 
for their cautious move, while at 
the same time reprimanding the 
World Health Organization for its 
timid steps in the same direction. 
It seems unlikely that cities would 
resist progress in favour of a wary 
approach, given that the research 
seems decidedly undecided. 

But wouldn't it be nice if we 
could reach a certain balance in 
which we resist unrestrained en­
dorsement of the latest technolo-
gies?When Lakehead reevaluates its 
decision on wireless technology in a 
couple of years, the university will 
be able to make a more informed 
decision. 
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As my birthday approaches, I have be­
gun to consider what exactly I will be putting 
on my wish li5t this year. I am perhaps the 
last person on the planet who has been able 
to resist the quirky techno gadget known as 
the iPod- but I can resist no longer. 

IIlLI AR\'.111! E\ I Stc(ffContrilmtor 

It's endearing that Jessica 
Whyte refers to the North By 
North End festival, which she 
organizes along with Dave Ew­
enson and Christian Johnston, as 
"our little festival." She is talking 
about the relative smallness and 
independent style of the Halifax 
North End-based music festival 
showcasing 34 bands and artists 
within nine shows this weekend. 

According to Whyte, the inspi­
ration for the festival came from 
the desire to have a music festival 
in the spring and the , orth End 
proved to be a focal point because 
so many of Halifax's music types 
live in the neighbourhood. 

"It winds up working out that 
way because it's cheap rent and 
so many musicians and fans live 
up there and play there and go 
out there," says Whyte. "It's kind 
of a coincidence." 

Organization for this year's 
NBNE began in January when 
venues were chosen for the large 
number of artists that were inter­
ested in participating. Choosing 
the bands was a matter of "asking 
as many people as possible to see 
who could do [the festival]." 

Last minute logistics and prob­
lem solving have made things crazy, 
says Whyte, but there are 10 volun­
teers sharing the workload this year. 

The future of the festival de­
pends mostly on the organizers' 
futures, but plans include the 
possibility of applying for official 
music grants and pursuing more 
out-of-town acts. 

Whyte says that she sees 
the festival as "a lot of fun" and 
that there is something endear­
ing about its small size. It's just 
Whvte, Ewenson and Johnston 
doing the bulk of the work so a 
much larger festival "takes it up to 
a whole new level of work" Whyte 
says with a laugh. 

for now. it's a North End event 
that appeals most to North End 
residents. 

staninq: 

nona Reid 

As I start to do some research, how­
ever, I am overwhelmed with the various 
models and versions of the same product. 
Apart from the storage capacities of the 
varying models, the differences between 
the shuffle, the mini, the nano and the 

original iPod seem to me to be insignifi­
cant and trivial. 

Obviously, I understand that the newer 
models, such as the shuffle and the nano, 
were invented to make traveling and mov­
ing with your iPod much easier, but was 

the original so enormous and back-break­
ing to begin with? As far as I know, there 
haven't been any heart attacks caused by 
the strain of carrying an iPod to this day. 
Perhaps, this is just part of an elaborate 
plan masterminded by tho e geniuses who 

work at Apple Computers- one which we 
are all falling victim to. 

One thing is for sure: as I try to settle 
on the iPod that is right for me, there will 
be a new and better design waiting to be 
unveiled in just a matter of time. 

NB-NE profiles 
Dal students largely represented at this year's musical festival 

Halifax's North by North End musical festival is going down this weekend and if last year's success is any indication, it should be an exciting event. 

And to add to the excitement, many of the bands participating are packed with Dalhousie students. Check out the profiles below to see what some of 
your classmates and fellow students have been up to. 

The Stolen Minks 
The Stolen Minks formed in 

2003 when Stephanie Johns (guitar­
ist and former Dalhousie student), 
Tiina Johns (bassist and current Dal 
student). Erica Butler (drummer) 
and Rachelle Goguen (keyboardist) 
faced "another long Halifax winter 
with nowhere to dance." 

The Stolen Minks came about 
their rather obscure name some­
what haphazardly. 

"Tiina and I basically put a 
bunch of words together one day 
when we were working together, 
and picked combinqtions that we 
liked," says Stephanie Johns. "Weal­
most called ourselves 'The Mustang 
Diamonds' or 'The Coupe De Villes,' 
which is an actual band name, as we 
found out. And also, 'Fussy Part' was 
already taken." 

It's not a far stretch to say that 
the same haphazardness can be 
said of The Stolen Minks' music. 
They combine classic rockabilly 
chord progressions and melodies 
with more modern instrumentation 
- and top it all off with seemingly 
endless amounts of energy. 

The result is a band that creates 

songs that incite involuntary danc­
ing and head-bopping. Indeed, the 
band describes their sound as "fun 
rock: a lot of breakdowns, clapping 
and shouting." 

The all-girl band preaches what 
it practices, too. The idea, as one 
song says, of "girls on the stage and 
boys on the floor" is important to 
the band. In fact, "We don't actu­
ally care if there are even boys in the 
room," says Tiina. 

Also important to the band is 
countering the South End's domina­
tion of music venues- and, conse­
quently, shows- with the North By 
North End festival. 

"A lot of musicians in the festival 
live in the North End, it seems," says 
Stephanie. "So it's not only conve­
nient, but it's forming a little self­
sustaining community here." 

Tiina, who says she never wants 
to walk more than five blocks for 
anything, is glad the band is playing 
in the North By North End festival. 

"We love all-access bracelets, 
and we love the North End Pub,'' she 
says. 

- Saman Jafarian 

The Grass 
Okay, let's get this clear right off 

the bat: the band's name comes from 
the Walt Whitman poem "Leaves of 

Save up to $200 

Grass," and no, its members don't 
play shoegazer or mellow, gloomy 
soundscapes. 

In fact, if you've derived any ex­
pectations of The Grass at all based 
on the correspondence benveen its 
name and a certain illicit substance 
popular among university students, 
you may be surprised at the kind 
of unpretentious, unself-conscious 
rock 'n' roll they make. 

Taking its cue from the classic 
singer-songwriters (Bob Dylan and 
Neil Young are particular favou­
rites), The Grass strives to capture 
the quality of fun and camaraderie 
the members find in music of an­
other era. 

"The music you hear on the ra­
dio today, it's just overproduced, it 
sounds too perfect,'' says bassist/ 
vocalist Padtrek McNally. "Whereas 
if you listen to something like Bob 
Dylan or Neil Young, they just play 
it once. They don't play along to a 
metronome." 

This notion of the band as a col­
lective, spontaneous enterprise is 
helped by the fact that five of the 
seven band members (Dylan Ryan, 
Willis Ryan, Adam Burke, Geoff To­
bin and Nicholas Wolfe) have known 
each other for most of their lives, 
growing up in the same part of Dart­
mouth, and developing a common 
love of classic rock. 

"They're always playing to­
gether, watching documentaries on 
Dylan and The Band and playing 
along,'' says violinist/fiddler Lind­
say Buckingham-Rogers, who joined 
the band in 2005, after several years' 
experience in both classical orches­
tras and a local country outfit, The 
Hurtin' Unit. 

In live performances, The Grass 

often tries to get the audience mem­
bers in on the act, playing covers 
of familiar songs like Neil Young's 
"Heart of Gold," and encouraging 
them to sing along. 

Some people, though, remain 
unconvinced that the band's name 
is simply an expression of such 
grassroots musical sensibilities. 

"We played at a country bar, 
The Rodeo Lounge, and the woman 
there absolutely refused to intro­
duce us as The Grass," says Bucking­
ham-Rogers. "So we went on as The 
Green Green Grass. She kept saying 
into the microphone, 'You know, like 
grass! On the lawn!"' 

-Sarah Feldman 

The Stance 
The Stance was formed from the 

"broken remains of two high school 
groups," says band member James 
MacAulay. 

"The Murrays dissolved onstage 
one night at the Pavilion in an ugly 
fist fight, and the Candy Girls met a 
rather unspectacular end when the 
bassist became a dockworker,'' he 
says. 

Born within this interesting 

Continued on next page ..• 

Canada's leading team of laser eye surgeons 

State-of-the-art Bausch & lomb technology 

Custom ZyoptixrM Wavefront available 

20/20 vision achieved for maJority of our pat1ents 

~ 1 ge\ Ben nett Includes one year free Vision Care Plan. 

Book your free consultation today 

(902) 442·5050 
Answering your calls 7 days/week 

1801 Hollis Street, Su ite 400 
Halifax 

• Va11rl urt1 March 31 2006 Prices may vary 
based o" prescnpttor strength ApphCGble to 
surgery on both ey 



~~- - -- - -- - - - . . - -- -- - . - - ----- - -- - --

NBNE profiles, ptll 
... continued from previous page. 

union is a band heavily inspired by 
Motown and 60s punk rock, whose 
forte include songs perfect for a get­
away mix after a sunny day of bank­
robbing. The band's music is just the 
right accompaniment to any mod 
vision involving lots of Modrian­
print mini-skirts, go-go boots, and 
the odd knit, polo shirt. 

The Stance is made up of four 
Dalhousie Arts students: Mark Ma­
cAulay handles the vocals, James 
MacAulay plays guitar, Jeff Leadbet­
ter plays bass, and Matthew Nicoll is 
on the drums. 

The foursome has drawn inspi­
ration from acts such as the Shan­
gri-Las, the Yardbirds, the Action 
and the Small Faces. The band also 
names Vincent Price films as an 
influential force in shaping its 60s 
punk revival styling. 

In addition to these inspira­
tions, James mentions several Hali­
fax-based bands that have been 
extremely helpful in launching The 
Stance. 

"The Stolen Minks and The May­
nards have an extra special place 
in the Stance's collective heart," 
he says. "Besides being fabulous 
bands, they were really supportive 
of us when we were first looking for 
shows." 

The Stance appears to be noth­
ing short of hopped up for the fast­
approaching NBNE weekend of mu­
sical festivities. 

"NBNE is a rather brilliant con­
cept," says James, adding that The 
Stance is thrilled to be sharing the 
evening's bill with bands such as 
the Just Barelys, Ghost Bees and City 
Field. 

James forecasts a first EP in the 
band's future. Recording sessions in 
a "Dartmouth basement" are likely 
to be interspersed with trips to the 
hairdresser, as he confesses the 
band's need for haircuts. 

As for what's set next on the 
agenda, James simply says, "New 
songs, new record, and new haircuts 
for all." 

- Bridgette Sullivan 

Ghost Bees 
The lead singers of the Ghost 

Bees, Romy and Sari Lightman, 
spend a lot of time together. Not only 
did they both attend the Foundation 
Year Programme at the University of 
King's College four years ago, they 
also participated in an exchange 
program to Thailand last year, and 
are currently housemates. 

They're also twins who say 
they're telepathic. 

"We're telepathic with each 
other," says Romy, a King's graduate 
and new student at NSCAD. 

As if on cue, Sari, a Dalhousie 
English student, nods her head in 
agreement. Sari describes her rela­
tionship with her twin/housemate/ 
band mate as that of a dysfunctional 
engaged couple. 

"There's no such thing as pas­
sive aggressive with us," laughs Sari. 
"Just aggressive." 

Whether the secret to the Ghost 
Bees' success lies in telepathy, ag­
gressiveness, the band's melancholy 
alternative-folk sound or the twin­
sister harmonies, it's clearly work­
ing. The band will play in next week's 
North by North End festival, and are 
in the midst of recording tracks with 
Museum Pieces' Andy March. 

Halifax, the girls concede, has 
been good to them. 

"It's not very intimidating here," 
says Sari, who notes that Halifax's 
large student population makes the 
music scene open and experimen­
tal. 

Romy describes Halifax as an 
encouraging place for any musician 
to start out. 

"In another city, two punks like 
us would be lost and cold," she says. 

University life has also influ­
enced the members of Ghost Bees. 

They praise their time at King's Col­
lege for developing their songwriting 
skills, and say that the philosophical 
content of FYP has made their lyrics 
more analytical. 

The girls also enthusiastically 
name Doug Reach, the head of the 
guitar program at Dalhousie, as a 
positive contributor to the resident 
music scene. Reach regularly invites 
local bands to participate in on­
campus guitar shows. 

Even the infamous Killam Li­
brary has inspired the Ghost Bees 
in one-way or another. Sari wrote 
"Open Scene," a song about the 
mundane nature of life, while sitting 
in the Killam and listening to the 
superficial conversations going on 
around her. 

Romy, who describes herself as 
the "abusive spouse" of the pair's 
dysfunctional engagement, is more 
candid than her sister. 

"The soul-suckingness of the Dal 
campus sent me into existential cri­
sis, a charging force that influences 
music." 

Spoken like a true artist. 
-Laura Stone 

Gilbert Switzer 
Comprised of vocalist Uber D 

(Troy Ritcher), drummer/guitarist 
Ash F (Derrick Hiltz) and drummer/ 
guitarist Poison I (Meghan Merrig­
an), Gilbert Switzer is playing at the 
Divorce Records showcase for the 
North By North End festival, and the 
brash punk rockers are ready to kick 
some ass. 

Gilbert Switzer was formed in 
July 2004, and named as such on 
Hiltz and Ritcher's punk rock show 
on Dalhousie's CKDU-FM, when 
Hiltz played some of his demos on 
air. Wishing to remain anonymous, 
Hiltz had to come up with a name 
on the spot, and Gilbert Switzer was 
the first to come to mind. 

The band was formed soon af­
terward. 

Though Hiltz admits Gilbert 
Switzer is "pretty mediocre as far as 
band names go," the band's chris­
tening certainly demonstrates the 
DIY ethos it embodies. 

"If we do anything positive as 
a band, I think we show people 
that you don't need much to start a 
band," says Ritcher. "All you need is 
imagination and desperation." 

Gilbert Switzer has a sound the 
members describe as "raw power" 
and "over the top, stripped down, 
punk garage music." They also be­
lieve that even though songwriting 
is important, their live performance 
is their main draw. Indeed, the sec­
ond side of their 2005 American 
Idols cassette contains exclusively 
live performances. 

"The way we see it," says Hiltz, 
"audiences are external band mem­
bers that don't have instruments. 
The interplay with the audience and 
mutual dancing is what really makes 
the show." 

And Merrigan agrees. 
"What I like about our band is 

that we accept everyone with open 
arms," she says. "Everyone's wel­
come at our show." 

For last year's NBNE festival, 
Gilbert Switzer played a breakfast 
concert to a jam-packed Gus' Pub 
audience. 

"It was a lot of rock 'n' roll to 
occur at that time of the day," says 
Hiltz. "This time, we're playing at a 
more prudent hour." 

As for playing an all-ages show 
on St. Patrick's Day, the band is not 
concerned. 

"The One World Cafe is lots of 
fun, and we're done by 10 p.m. any­
way," says Hiltz. 

"I'm drinking anyway," adds 
Merrigan. 

- Sarruzn Jafarian 

Le Coque 
et les Phoques 

Like many good bands, Le Coque 
et les Phoques took shape drunken­
ly. When now band members Lind­
say Allain, Alfred Remo and Laura 
Peek were at Reflections in January 
getting liquored up, Allain suggested 
to the others that she wanted to be 
in a French punk band - and they 
thought it was a "good idea." 

The "good idea" became Le 
Coque and Les Phoques, which 
translates from French to The Clam 
and The Seals. Soon after, the band 
played their first show. 

"We played our first show the 
first day we practiced," says Allain. 

The band members enthusiasti­
cally declare that they are a second­
generation, "crazywave" band. 

"We were trying to go for punk, 
but Laura's in a bunch of pop bands," 
says Allain. 

"And I'm not a very fast drum­
mer, really," adds Remo. 

So it was settled. It would be as 
though, according to Remo, a bunch 
of five-year olds got together and 
formed a band that was very, very 
vulgar. It would be crazywave. 

The band's French language lyr­
ics are very obscene, says Allain, 
who justifies their vulgarity by say­
ing that "nobody speaks French." 
Her lyrics are highly saturated with 
references to sex - food and sex, 
dancing and sex, having sex with in­
animate objects, and bad sex. 

"There's nothing better than 
hearing people up front yelling the 
words, 'The worst fucking fuck,"' 
saysRemo. 

The band, whose repertoire also 
includes a song about having sex 
with a broken bottle, is very excited 
about its upcoming debut at the 
NBNE festival. 

"I'm excited because it's our first 
show," says Allain. "I just think it will 
be ridiculous. n 

- Bridgette Sullivan 

The Establishment 
Growing up together in the fish­

ing town of Yarmouth, the bond 
between the boys who make up 
The Establishment - Trevor Mur­
phy, Mike D'Eon and Josh Pothier 
- dates back to high school and, in 
some cases, even earlier. 

"We always sort of had this un­
written idea to form a band once 
we all moved to Halifax," says Mur­
phy, the bass player and occasional 
back-up singer who's a fourth-year 
journalism student at King's. 

True to their idea, the boys did 
exactly that. 

D'Eon, a graduate from St. 
Mary's with a degree in sociology, 
and also the singer and guitar player 
of the group, had written some ma­
terial and was looking for a band 
that could use it. Pothier, the band's 
drummer who is otherwise known 
as "Pinky," and Murphy were already 
in a band together called Allan Ben­
jamin. Nonetheless, D'Eon quickly 
came on board and The Establish­
ment was born. 

When asked to describe their 

Continued on next page ... 

THIS YEAR WHEN CUSS IS OUT, GO ALL-IN WITH POICERROOM .COM'S 

CANADI II COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 

POKER CHAMPIONSHIP 
WWW. POKE RROOM.COM/STU DE NT 

Tlr6 witlstf & Wi16tf 
1816efion 11f g1mu, 
f11y1, gr~p/rie nDV6fl, 

m1ng1 I. m11rsl 

1 Atlantic Canada'1 
award-bruldng 

comic 1hopl 

5262 Sachllle Street 
• dOWittOWD 1111111• 

• 425-2140. 
atr••••••v••••res.cem 



NBNE profiles, pt. Ill 
... continued from previous page. 

literate. 

Take 
style of music, the boys become a 
little hesitant and unsure. 

Peek, a fifth-year English student 
at Dal, finds inspiration for her lyrics 
in novels and poems. "Not A Rose" 
on Peek's debut EP "Sneak Peek" is 
what she calls a "sympathetic re­
sponse to the crazy protagonist of a 
William Faulkner short story." Peek's 
more musical influences are Belle 
and Sebastian, Mike O'Neill, and 
Rufus Wainwright. 

Comedy night at Ginger's was dawg-gone honib e 
"I suppose we would call it indie 

rock," says Pothier. "It's loud, ag­
gressive and just all over the place. 
It's not radio friendly and it's not the 
type of music you can pigeon-hole 
into one category, and that's what 
we like about it." 

The band members also feel 
their music appeals to many crowds 
and isn't necessarily for one individ­
ual music taste. 

The band's new record, Econo­
my Radio, addresses the music that 
is popular in today's society and 
how it possesses the same sound 
and image. It's largely because of 
this that the band started their own 
label called No Scene Records - a 
testament to the scene-less music 
that the band plays and promotes. 

Laura Peek got her start in the 
Halifax quintet The Maughams, be­
fore singing back up for Brent Ran­
dall and His Pinecones. Peek's lyrical 
and melodic sensibilities, however, 
launched her to the forefront. 

Currently, Peek is the front wom­
an for The Winning Hearts. 

'"Winning Hearts' is the name of 
an lnbreds album," says Peek. ''I'm a 
huge fan of the band and I like the 
sound of the words." 

BRIDGIITI1! SULUVAN 

SARAH BRIDGE 

Comedy Junkies 

D oes a term already exist to de­
scribe a feeling of overwhelm­

ing embarrassment for a fellow 
human being? If it doesn't exist, 
someone should coin it immediate­
ly, for the sentiment ran rampant on 
Sunday evening at Ginger's Tavern. 

As I watched the stand-up co­
medians stumble over their words, 
misfire already poorly crafted jokes, 
and then proceed to launch into 
tirades of self-deprecation, a new­
found respect for true greats such 
as Seinfeld and even Dane Cook 
washed over me. 

"The stuff that we see on Much 
Music is all the same and that's ex­
actly what we're trying to avoid," 
says Pothier. "The only way we 
would be happy to see our stuff on 
Much Music is if it appeared on The 
Wedge." 

The Winning Hearts is made up 
of Joel Goguen on bass and Dave 
Ewenson on drums. Ewenson also 
acts as the band's stylist, picking 
out matching outfits for Laura Peek 
and The Winning Hearts to wear on 
stage. 

The comedian able to draw 
laughs from the sparse crowd most 
consistently was the host of the 
show, Uam Kelly. Even though his 
anecdotes involving incidents of 
toilet training and masturbation 
were crude, he was for the most part 
pretty funny. 

Even the cool cats in tbe audifta ya.-d In boredom at Comedy Night. 

Even though the guys admire in­
dividuality and uniqueness when it 
comes to music, they are not one bit 
shy in admitting their deep love for 
Bon Jovi, or Murphy's admiration for 
Madonna. 

-Angelica Blenich 

Laura Peek 
Stephan Cooke of the Halifax 

Chronicle-Herald best describes 
Laura Peek's music as "literate and 
involving piano pop from a musical 
hostess as sweet as the homemade 
baked goods that magically appear 
at her shows." 

Laura Peek's songs are literally 

When Peek isn't winning hearts 
she's playing "garage sale keyboard" 
for the self-professed "most obnox­
ious band possible." If you're more 
into "outrageous, dirty, dance mu­
sic," than "sad songs," Peek recom­
mends the crazywave sound of Le 
Coque et les Phoques. 

When it comes to the NBNE 
festival, Peek says she appreciates 
its focus on Halifax's North End be­
cause she's happy to welcome shows 
into the neighbourhood where she 
and many of her friends live. 

"These types of festivals are im­
portant because they bring together 
like-minded local musicians and 
celebrate the awesome little com­
munity we have in Halifax," she 
says. 

- Margaret Ann Craig 

WIN DINNER FOR FOUR! 

Praise must also be given to Pe­
ter White, Kevin Depuis, and Andrew 
Albert for above par performances. 

To say that the show put on by 
the Halifax-based comedy group 
Comedy Dawgs was agonizing to 
watch would be an exaggeration. 
But any actual pleasure I derived 
from it was mostly in wondering 
how each comedian would react to 
the stark silence emitted from the 
audience. 

-BS 

W atching a truly funny come­
dian whip out witty lines in a 

live venue beats any one of Stewie 
Griffin's attempts to kill Lois. 

Comedy Night at Ginger's Tav­
ern this week had a number of these 
great acts. With them, however, 
came a healthy array of humiliat­
ingly deficient ones. 

This was my first time at Com­
edy Night, and so I sat at the (shock­
ingly) empty booth nearest the 
stage. For all you non-connoisseurs, 
this means I basically volunteered 
to be the object of the comediartS' 
quips. 

Despite some awkward mo­
ments, the interaction was fun. It 
really is a special feeling getting 
singled out of a crowd, even if it's to 
get picked on. 

On the downside, sitting at the 
front during a bad act is uncomfort­
able at best. Amid the (often clever) 
insults yelled by audience mem­
bers, I found myself questioning my 
allegiance: the mob, or the poor guy 
sitting so close to me I can see the 

HELP YOUR NEIGHBOURS! GO DOWN IN HISTORY! 

sweat on his temples as he recites 
his substandard jokes. 

My secondary embarrassment 
reached unreal levels as one joker 
nervously talked about his pubic 
hair for a full five minutes. 

Seriously, it was not funny. 
For the most part, though, the 

pleasantries outweighed the nega­
tives and I left the bar with some 
hearty chuckles under my belt. 

This week, after years of yukking 
it up on Sundays at Ginger's Tavern, 
the Comedy Dawgs comedy group 
moves to Wednesdays at The Sea­
horse. 

I see this as a good idea. Ev­
erything seems far wittier during a 
Uquor Dome pre-drink than on a 
sober Sunday evening. 

-SB 
For information, check out the 

Comedy Dawgs website at www.com­
edydawgs_rom. 

If you are a Dalhousie or Unive~sity ~f Kin_g's College ~tudent t~en we know your 
creativity can help the Dalhousie Umversity Community Comm1ttee {DUCC). The 

challenge? We need a new name for that helpful little booklet that had some great 
recipes, some helpful guidelines about what to do with your garbage and recyclables 
and a great deal of other useful info. 

Submit entries that combine the ideas of community and respect {for students and 
neighbours!) on the Oaf website at www.dal.ca/community and follow the link. 

Students have told us they love the booklet, but it needs a new name and a fresh look. 
That's where YOU come in. 

The DUCC and Trinity Restaurant are sponsoring a competition. So, how do you WIN, 
HELP YOUR NEIGHBOURS, and GO DOWN IN HISTORY? Come up with a great, original, 
name for the booklet formerly known as ... Uving in the Halifax Community: A Guide 
for Students. 

Winner to be announced on Monday, April 3rd. 
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LOVERS' EDITION 

You've met that oh-so-special someone, but here's the dilemma: how 
to tell them? 

The modern solution: become friends with this hot mama or hot papa, 
slyly bring up the topic of music and suggest the next step in couple-dom: 
a mix CD! Since you've missed Valentine's Day by a month, here's your next 
best excuse to serenade your future lover. So pick your songs wisely, and 
read on to find out what these two potential lovebirds are saying to each 
other. 

You know how it is: sometimes a prospective lady friend just needs that 
extra little convincing to get things going. But forget about a craftily ar­
ranged bouquet. Instead, try a craftily arranged mix CD, where the songs 
not only say exactly how you feel, but the song titles unmistakably spell it 
out in the form of a monologue. 

"What Do You Want Me to Say?" -The Dismemberment Plan 
"IfWe Can Land a Man on the Moon, 

Surely I Can Win Your Heart" - Beulah 
"You Are a Woman" - Wolfie 
''I'm Your Man" - Richard Hell & The Voidoids 
"Don't Ask Me to Explain" - Of Montreal 
'~ythingYouWant"- Spoon 
"You Can Have it All" -Yo La Tengo 
"Yes It's True" - Flarnin' Groovies 
"I'm From the Future" - The Deathray Davies 
"Time Travel is Lonely" - John Vanderslice 

I just want to be left alone, cynical and disillusioned about love. Even 
if he's terrific, and beautiful, and funny and kinda' cute when you're not 
looking. But wait, I don't care about love. L-0-V-E: what the hell is that? 
Could it be this creeping feeling of, omg, Jove love love love. I'm in love Jove 
Jove ... 

"Miss Defied" - Mum 
"Heart Factory"- Sleater-Kinney 
"Sick in the Head" - Fiona Apple 
"Whatever's Cool With Me" - Dinosaur Jr. 
·~ybody Wanna Take Me" - Ryan Adams 
"One Step Inside Doesn't Mean You Understand" -The Notwist 
"Naught More Terrific Than Man" -Stereo lab 
"Smile Around the Face" - Four Tet 
"My First Lover" - Gillian Welch 

, Un.~l .the end o~ ~he term, The Gazette will be profiling members of, the Dalhqusie community who are helping.J!1~pe the identity _of 
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Never a PiUall 
The ongoing campaign of Bernhard Gueller and Symphony Nova Scotia 

LAURA TRETHEWEY 

Staff Contributor 

The musical lan~scap~ has seen 
maJOr renovatiOns m recent 

years. MP3s, iPods, and download­
ing make music more accessible 
than ever. But in the wake of easy 
accessibility to music, many have 
grown lazier in pursuing different 
auditory experiences. 

Bernhard Gueller, the conductor 
fot Symphony Nova Scotia, wants to 
change that. 

A cellist turned maestro who 
studied, played and conducted 
worldwide, is now conducting Sym­
phony Nova Scotia for the fourth 
consecutive year. Within the walls 
of the Rebecca Cohn Auditorium, 
Gueller aims to engage the disen­
chanted, modern listener with clas­
sical music. 

One of the main challenges in 
promoting chamber music, Gueller 
says, is that "human beings are vi­
sual creatures, especially today, and 
a classical concert is an audio expe­
rience more than a visual one." 

In order to connect musically 
with the Halifax community, Gueller 
has taken innovative steps. 

Take, for instance, SNS's recent 
co-production of a symphony ac­
companied with planetary visuals. 
Gueller remembers selling "two full 
houses because the audience was 
interested in the visual images of 
Mars and Jupiter" combined with 
classical music. 

Gueller, like the rest of us, relies 
upon modern innovations, despite 
his love for older music. By putting 
the onus on technology, Gueller 
aims to defeat a spreading disinter­
est in classical music. 

"Without touching the music, 
we want to enhance the experience 
to attract a wider audience, espe­
cially a younger one," he says. 

As a maestro, Gueller applies a 
similar attitude of awareness and 
ambition when conducting. 

In rehearsal, he has a comfortable 
posture and report with his musicians. 

Yet, while the musicians play, his fore­
finger and thumb remain pressed to­
gether, hinting at his keen attention to 
the music surrounding him. Once the 
auditorium is silent, Gueller names 
a bar of music and says, "These little 
eruptions, more!" 

The musicians seem to under­
stand, judging from their second 
attempt at the piece, which is full of 
bursts of energy. 

If Bernhard Gueller could turn to 
face the audience while conducting, 
he would surely be smiling. He's not 
only confident with the capability of 
his orchestra, but also with the in­
tegrity of his musicians. 

"Halifax needs to know that we 
have a gem here," says Gueller. "The 
city can be proud of its orchestra 
whose musicians are so committed 
to the city, doing chamber music 
concerts for the love of it, helping 
to raise money for charities such as 
Feed Nova Scotia." 

Gueller is also aware of the ef­
fects of global issues on the music 
world, specifically symphonies. 

"The phenomenon of globaliza­
tion affects us, too," he says, add­
ing that it eases the distribution of 
quality musicians and conductors 
throughout the world. 

But SNS also has its difficulties: 
"We get very little from local govern­
ment and this puts more responsi­
bility on the private sector," he says. 

Gueller also wants to put more 
responsibility on the students, say­
ing he would love to hear the student 
population's views. But broadening 
modern society's perception of clas­
sical music, without ample funding, 
is a considerable obstacle, he says. 

Yet Bernhard Gueller still throws 
his weight behind Symphony Nova 
Scotia. 

"An orchestra is a cornerstone of 
a modern community and the most 
important flagship of western art," he 
says. "The question in our rich west­
ern countries should never be can we 
afford [an orchestra]. It has to be." 

Bernhard Gueller can be reached 
at info@symns.cohn.dal.cafor sugges­
tions and comments. 

-

--



Reporter: Saman Jafarian 
Stage Presence: A­
Audience Reactlon: A 
Sound: A­
Get-It-On-Ability: A+ 

It's hard not to gush about the pre­
mier performance of The Self Conscious, 
comprised of Mike O'Neill (formerly of 
The lnbreds) and Mike Clattenburg (pro­
ducer/writer of Tile Trailer Park Boys). 

playing in a slot right before The Super 
Friendz reunion. The Self Conscious, 
however, served up a nice blend of high 
and low energy indie-rock- including a 
cover of Bob Seger's "Still the Same" that 
left the audience hanging onto the Mikes' 
every word. 

Led by Brody Dalle, the punk­
core band The Distillers formed in 
1998. Having evolved immensely 
from its second album, Sing Sing 

Death House, the band's 2005 
release, Coral Fang. explodes with 
calculated riffs, blood-curdling 
screams and old school, punk 
flavor. This album is smoother and 
more infectious than the last two, 
but abrasive at the same time. 

Upon first glance, the album 
artwork is disturbing: red razor 
blades are pouring from a wound 
and cover the inside lyric pages. 
One of the band members derived 
the graphics of debauchery and 
sin specifically from the songs, and 
scraped the lyrics within them. 

The album kicks off hard with 
the single "Drain The Blood," and 
ends with savage intensity with 
"Death Sex." Brody's raspy voice de­
livers controversial lines, including, 

"I sell souls by the side of the road/ 
Would you like to take a number?" 

Concurrently, she can belt out a 
love ballad, punk style: "You make 
my heart beat faster/Baby" in "Beat 
Your Heart Out," and "The scent of 
you is bliss/Hungry eyes/They stare 
at me/ I know I know/Don't go~ 
from "The Hunger." 

The Distillers exploit beauti-
ful poetry in a raw manner, as in 
"Dismantle Me," with lyrics such as, 
"It's warm and humid on Swanson 
Street/ And the air is filled with 
electricity/The sky is deeper than a 
dream." 

Coral.Fangis by far the band's 
best album yet, but it does leave 
anticipation for another spine- tin­
gling follow-up. 

''I'm Mike, and his name is Mike, 
too," said O'NeiU to an enraptured audi­
ence. "We could have called ourselves 
The Mikes." 

Indeed, when O'Neill proclaimed he 
would start the final song "like a figure 
skater" and struck a pose, any reaction 
other than cheering (even from this re 
porter, an ex-figure skater, who noticed 
the inaccuracy of this statement) seemed 
unthinkable. 

Instead, it seemed everyone in the 
room- again, including this reporter­
developed a secret crush on Mike O'Neill. 
Don't tell anybody. 

"I love getting amazing jackets because you can wear your PJs underneath. Everyone's like, 'Oh fabulous jacket,' 
and I'm like, 'You should see what's underneath.'" 

Many other bands could easily have 
had a difficult time holding their own - Mary-Kate Olsen 
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lUNS, Darfech, 
Sexto Campus? 

·The Ques for the Holy Ale 

BRENNAN McVEIGH 

I realize most of you aren't big 
fans of the DSU, but they're doing 
something right. They're listening. 

And as most of you know, there's 
somewhat of an identity crisis on 
this campus, or even in the engi­
neering faculty. 

Basically, we feel separated from 
Dalhousie as a whole. It's a long walk 
up the hill to the main campus. 

One I've only made a handful 
of times. We're removed and out of 
the way, and for as few times as I've 
made the trek, it's more times than 
most students have. 

As such, we don't feel like part of 
Dalhousie. I see this as a problem. 
A few other people also feel this is 
a problem - and we're going to do 
something about it. We're going to 
listen to what you want. Thursday 
March23. 

This is an open invitation to any­
one and everyone to come to Imag­
ine Sexton. 

It's a world cafe style forum 
where you can find out what we can 
do or what we can get out of our 
DSU and our time at this school. 
There will be many faculty mem­
bers, administration members and 
DSU representatives. 

How can we make things better? 
What do you like? Even if you don't 
have an opinion (which I don't be­
lieve for a second), there's going to 
be the best kind of pizza there. 

Do you know what the best kind 
of pizza is? 

Free pizza! 
Of course there's free pizza. So 

if for nothing else come out say you 
piece and eat some pizza. Thursday 
March23. 

Did you ever hear the saying "If 
you don't vote you've no right to 
complain"? 

This is the same thing. Stop com­
plaining and do something about 
it. Let me know what you want to 
see, what you like, and don't tell me 
you're too busy. 

Show me a person today who 
isn't too busy. 

Plus, the event is on a Thursday 
- meanirlg the T-Room is open. 
So if you're interested, I'm sure we 
could mosey down to the T-Room 
after the discussion and have some 
beverages. 

These are the best years of your 
life. You can complaint about how 
they aren't good enough - or you 
can make them better. 

BRENNAN McVEIGH 

Arthur "Whoa there!" Arthur 
peers through the mist. Cut to shot 
from over his shoulder: castle ris­
ing out of the mist. On the castle 
battlements a solider is dimly seen. 
He peers down. The Soldier says 
"Halt! Who goes there?" to which 
Arthur replies " It is I, Arthur, son 
of Uther Pen dragon, from the castle 
of Camelot. King of all Britons, de­
feater of the Saxons, sovereign of all 
England!" *Pause• "Get away!" the 
soldier replies ... 

Yes that's right ladies and gentle­
men this Friday the DSEUS will be 

sponsoring an amazing race style 
competition on Sexton campus. Part 
race part scavenger hunt, part fun 
filled Irish drinking day. 

Here's the lowdown. You and 
tow friends form a team, then email 
emmy@dal.ca to let them know that 
you're going to show up. You need 
both sexes must be represented on 
the team. That means guys and girls. 
Or at least someone dressed as a girl. 
Sounds easy right? Then you show up 
on Friday, the t-room opens at one. 
We'll assign you trophy case and a 
delegate package (full of everything 
you'll need to complete the tasks) 
and you'll be sent on a quest. Once 

Oh the T-room 
Mariarme Evans 

My relationship with the T-Room 
began on a whim sometime during 
my second year. 

I've always been an anomaly on 
Sexton - I'm an English student 
among the closely-knit engineer­
ing body, but thanks to some high 
school acquaintances, I was guaran­
teed a friend or two in the midst of 
jargon and Family Guy marathons. 

That was how it began: meeting 
friends at the T-Room on a Friday 
night, usually under the pretense 
that we would continue on to an­
other bar. It didn't take long to tire of 

the scene and seldom make it past 
the T-Room, at first begrudgingly, 
but eventually with approval and 
acceptarice. 

lri my third year, that unifying 
factor of student poverty propelled 
my closest group of friends to mark 
their student agendas for a cheap 
Friday outing, and so we were initi­
ated into T-Room trivia nights. 

It was an occasional treat, but 
it wasn't nntil I took a slight detour, 
traveling abroad for a term in the Pa­
cific, that the reality sUIIk in. I blame 
the pictures, those teasing e-mail at­
tachments and blog postings, where 
my friends were still partaking in 

*when We do your Student taxes Notavalidcoupon. 

you find the first location you'll have 
to complete a task for the guardian 
at that location. They'll give you a 
token to say you've been there and 
completed the task, you then run 
this item back to the t-room and 
place it in your team Trophy case 
(and maybe enjoy a beverage). Once 
this is done you'll get your next lim­
erick. You continue in this fashion 
until you've made it to the Holy ale. 

The team that can complete all 
the stations in the fastest time will 
win the holy ale and some kick ass 
prizes. So come out everyone and 
have a wonderful St. Patrick's day. 

the T-Room tradition; I remember 
the first win in trivia, and my cha­
grin that I couldn't share the modest 
excitement with the team. It was a 
fleeting sensation, as I was quickly 
enveloped in my own adventures. 

But upon my return to Dalhou­
sie, it wasn't long before we were 
frequenting again and slowly climb­
ing the ranks of triviaphiles. I freely 
admit the quaint nature of this rela­
tionship, and perhaps have drama­
tized my fondness for cheap beer 
and two-dollar cover. 

But as my graduation from Dal­
housie draws nearer, it could be that 
those Friday nights will be perma­
nently ingrained into my under­
graduate experience. I guess that's 
supposed to be significant, but what 
do I know- I'm no engineer. 

Get a coupon for a free medium Domino's Pizza 
with student tax preparation.t 

H&R BLOCK 
Come in today or call 1-800-HRBLOCK 
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Until the end of the term, The Gazette will be profiling members of the Dalhousie community who are helping shape the identity of 

the university on and off campus. For more profiles in this week's edition of the Dalifamous roster, see page 18. 

Head coach establishes Dal women's 
soccer program as one of Canada's best 

MIKE TWEEDALE 

Staff Contributor 

Graham Chandler, the head 
coach of the Dalhousie Tigers 

women's soccer team, says playing 
soccer and other sports in his youth 
helped him to become interested in 
coaching. 

"I was involved in sports like 
most kids at an early age," says 
Chandler. "All my friends played 
soccer, so it was natural for a kid 
who was active and interested in 
sports to get involved with coach­
ing." 

After high school, Chandler 
attended Mount Allison Univer­
sity and played for the men's soc­
cer team. In the summer between 
his third and fourth years, Chandler 
worked for Sport Nova Scotia. At 
this time, he got his first opportu­
nity to coach, which was the Nova 
Scotia under-16 boys team. 

Chandler says he didn't think he 
had the necessary experience for 
the job. 

"When I was offered the job, I 
told the director [of Sport Nova Sco­
tia] that I had never coached a team 
before," says Chandler. "I was told 
that there was a tournament at Aca­
dia University and that I should go 
there and identify players from that, 
get them together, run a practice or 
two, and then go to a tournament." 

After scouting the players, 
Chandler says he thought he could 
handle the task. 

He assembled the team and 
went to Sackville, N.B., where his 
team won the tournament. He was 
then asked to be the assistant coach 
of the Atlantic under-16 boy's team 
that went to the national champi­
onship. 

Chandler says he drew from 
various experiences as a player in 
hockey, track and field and soccer to 
develop his own philosophy and to 
structure his approach to coaching. 

"I had a fantastic experience 
right from the get go," he says of 
coaching. "I was 22 at the time, and 
had had some good coaches, which 
gave me some understanding of 
how to run practices, and put to­
gether the team by the proper way." 

Chandler continued to coach 
for the next two summers. After he 
finished his undergrad, he moved to 
Victoria, B.C., and attended the Na­
tional Coaching Institute. 

"After playing out my eligibil­
ity at Mount Allison, I took a posi­
tion as the head coach of the men's 
soccer team, and it was during this 
time that I developed a real love for 
coaching," he says. 

In 1990, a year after he complet­
ed the level 4 and 5 programs at the 
National Coaching Institute, Mt. A. 
won the AUS men's championship. 

"In terms of the sports science 
side of coaching, the programs in 
Victoria are very beneficial," he says. 
"Experts in the field come in and de­
liver modules on nutrition, physical 
training, psychology as well as the 
soccer programs, which are given 
by national team coaches." 

For Chandler, coaching is much 
more than just organizing practices 
and orchestrating game strategies. 

"People may think that's all it 
entails, but certainly, at the uni­
versity level, there are many, many 
more facets that go into it: recruit­
ment, mentoring and advising stu­
dent athletes to make sure they're 

on track academically, socially as 
well as athletically," he says. 

Chandler says that the universi­
ty level presents coaches with other 
challenges, which are related to the 
varsity season's short duration and 
the single-weekend playoff confer­
ence and national playoff formats. 

"You take away the spring and 
summer because the students are 
not in class," he says. In the win­
ter there is a lot of training, but we 
don't have the opportunity to play 
because we don't have a league and 
we lack the facilities to do so." 

For Chandler, getting involved 
in coaching for the right reasons is 
the primary key to success. 

"I think in to day's age, especially 
in schools, kids don't have a lot of 
arts and culture without the interest 
in people, but it seems that athlet­
ics are one of the things that schools 
continue to work hard at," he says. 
"It is such an important part in the 
development of young people, and 
most of all, have fun." 

Tigers were competitive in all AUS sports this season. 

ngers enjoy success 
in AUS competition 

JOEYRYBA 

Sports Editor 

The varsity athletics season is 
finished until September 2006. 

Here's a breakdown of this past sea­
son's results: 

Hockey: 
The women's hockey team fin­

ished third overall in the regular 
season. The team defeated SMU in 
the playoff semi-final and earned a 
birth to the Cis. The Tigers went 0-
3 at the national tournament. The 
young club is poised for a big sea­
son in 2006/2007 as the team will 
only lose one player. Head coach 
Lesley Jordan received AUS coach 
of the year honours, Leah Merkley 
was selected as a first-team all-star 
and Sarah Beckman was selected as 
a second-team all-star. 

The men's hockey team was a 
dismal 3-25 this season and missed 
the playoffs for the second straight 
year. It's hard to say what exactly 
went wrong. The Tigers are los­
ing Brad Pierce, Andre Robichaud, 
J.F. Perras, Ross McCain and Marty 
Gascon. With some new recruits 
and existing talent, the 2006/2007 
season might be a better year. 

Volleyball: 
The women's volleyball team 

finished second overall. The squad 
lost to SMU in a five-set thriller in 
the AUS final. Leah Macinnis was 
selected as libero ofthe year. Stacey 
Power received first-team all-star 
honours and Jill Goulet and Leslie 
Marriot received second-team all­
star honours. 

The men's volleyball team 
dominated the AUS. The team won 
its first-ever match at the nation­
als - defeating the University of 
Saskatchewan in straight sets 3-0. 
The squad lost all of its remaining 
matches, but will carry the momen­
tum of the win against Saskatch­
ewan into the 2006/2007 season. 

Head coach Dan Ota received 

AUS coach of the year honours. 
Jeff Weiler was selected as libero of 
the year and was also a first-team 
all-star. Niklas Rademacher was 
named AUS MVP and a first-team 
all-star. Jesse Mighton and Scott 
Townsend were selected as first­
team all-stars, and Dan Murray and 
Dan Casey were selected as second­
team all-stars. 

Basketball: 
The women's team finished 

third overall in the AUS. The team 
defeated Memorial in the AUS play­
off quarter-final, but lost to Cape 
Breton in the semi-final. Ryan McK­
ay received first-team all-star hon­
ours and Leslie Duncan received 
second-team all-star honours. 

The men's basketball team fin­
ished 5-15 and missed the playoffs. 
The Tigers' record was an improve­
ment over 2004/2005, and the team 
will aim to make the playoffs in 
2007. 

Swimming: 
Both the men's and women's 

teams captured the respective AUS 
championships. Kiera Aiken re­
ceived female swimmer of the meet 
honours and Brannyn Hale received 
male rookie of the meet honours at 
AUs. The future looks promising for 
both teams because the core of the 
team will return in the fall. 

Track and Field: 
In a virtual Dal blowout, both 

teams captured AUS banners at 
UdeM. 

Alicia Dobranowski, Leanne 
Huck and Lauren Grant led the 
women's side. Dobranowski was 
named MVP of the meet at AUs. 

On the men's side, Geoff Harris 
and Ueli Albert were the dominate 
athletes. At Cis, Harris received CIS 
rookie of the year honours, won the 
gold in the 600-m and also won a 
bronze medal as part of the 4x800-
m team. Albert won the gold medal 
in the 1000-m. 
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Women's volleyball standout 
completes university career 

COLLEEN CosGROVE 
Staff Contributor 

Five years on the Dalhousie Tigers 
women's volleyball team have 

come to a finale for Stacey Power. 
The Cole Harbour, N.S., native is 
counting down the days until gradu­
ation, and reflecting on the great 
years she spent playing for Dal. 

Power, who will graduate with a 
BA in economics this year, has been 
a vital element to the women's vol­
leyball program since she started in 
2001. 

The left-handed right side has 
been recognized various times 
throughout her university-playing 
career as a standout, and this season 
she was named to the CIS honorable 
mention list - putting her among 
the top 21 players in Canada. 

Power is modest about her 
achievement and says she couldn't 
have been recognized without the 
help of her teammates. 

Stacey Power was selected as a first-team all-star this past season. I Photo: Nick Pearc.e 

"Awards are always nice, but you 
can't get any of these without your 
team," says Power. "I feel this award 
is a reflection of how strong our team 
was this year." 

The Tigers finished second over­
all in the AUS, and lost in the playoff 
final against hometown rivals the 
SMU Huskies in an intense match. 
Power says this season was full of 
victory despite the playoff loss. 

"This was a really great year," she 
says. "It was a disappointing loss in 
the final, but hosting AUs was a great 
experience in itself. No regrets." 

Besides playing for Dalhousie, 
Power has been active in the Halifax 
Lakers volleyball club as a coach and 
plans to continue coaching for the 

next few years. 
Power doesn't keep her volleyball 

skills confined to the indoor court. 
She's also an avid beach player with 
fellow Tiger Kate Blight. The two 
plan to pair up again this summer 
and have aspirations of heading to 
nationals in Ontario. 

Out of all the years and experienc­
es, Power says she is unable to choose 
which year was most memorable. 

"I could never pick one year as 
my favorite," she says. "I learned so 
much in my first two years that those 
years are incomparable to the others; 
however, being on the court when we 
won A Us last year is definitely one of 
my favorite memories." 

After five-years of traveling 
across Canada, competing in dozens 

Is ker a sport? 
Talk from the water cooler 

LI DONG 
Staff Contributor 

I don't think I need to get into how 
big poker has gotten over the last 

few years. Everyone from my grand­
mother to your grandmother knows 
that if you flop a flush draw you have 
nine outs and that Gus Hansen's call 
with the 10-8 of diamonds against 
Antonio Esfandari's ali-in move with 
pocket seven's was the mathemati­
cally correct thing to do in that situ­
ation. 

There is, however, one question 
that has arisen out of this trendy ac­
tivity: is it a sport? 

The answer to this question is 
so controversial that it's disagreed 
upon even between elite pros. Top 
female player Annie Duke says poker 
is a competition, while world cham­
pion Phil Hellmuth says poker is 100 
per cent a sport. Harry Demetriou, 
another player on the tournament 
circuit, says he eats properly, works 
out and fails to comprehend how 
people can think that poker isn't a 
sport. Two-time World Series of Pok­
er bracelet winner Scott Fishman 
argues that if chess can be a sport, 
then why can't poker be a sport as 
well? Rafe Furst, however, counters 
with his definitive statement, "If you 
can drink a beer while doing it, it's 
not a sport." 

So where does all this leave the 
game that is enjoyed by millions 
around the world? Well, sadly, poker 
is grouped into that genre of sport­
ish activities alongside spelling bees, 
pool, bowling, darts and competi­
tive eating. All of these competitions 
require its players to incorporate 
some strong physical components 
into their game, yet fail to achieve 
the merits of true athleticism. If you 

aren't in top physical condition, you 
can't perform any of the events at 
this past winter's Olympics - ex­
cept for curling, but that's a whole 
other issue. 

You could, however, still play 
poker. One might argue that to play 
golf you don't have to be in top phys­
ical form either. While this is true, 
it's clearly been shown that it helps 
significantly to be athletic in golf. Ti­
ger Woods works out every day, and 
he is a better golfer for it. There has 
yet to be any evidence that shows 
that my gym routine helps me play 
ace-queen in the cut-off against an 
early position raiser. 

Of course, there are other fac­
tors that prevent poker from ever 
becoming a real sport. 

Firstly, different poker tourna­
ments have various rules and struc­
tures that can alter the proper poker 
strategy within that tournament. 
Poker players disagree among them­
selves over which structure is best, 
because what's best for one type of 
player isn't what's best for another. 

of gyms and countless sore muscles, 
Power says she wouldn't trade any of 
it. 

"I think playing for Dalhousie 
has allowed me to have a better ap­
preciation for the school and the 
importance of school spirit," she 
says. "I feel I'll have a longer lasting 
connection to the university and will 
stay in touch with most people I've 
played with over the years." 

Power's appreciation for Dal­
housie and school-spirit will be ev­
erlasting alongside her commitment 
to volleyball and love for the game. 
Power's five-year stint is a success 
story and an inspiration for any of 
those who feel bogged down with 
school and the commitment to var­
sity athletics. 

Is poker headed for the Olympics? 

Also, there's the tiny little detail 
of money and gambling. Clearly, no 
one has to play poker for real mon­
ey. Unfortunately, that's like playing 
crib without keeping score. It's just 
not fun. 

If you take the money out of the 
game, the only things that the play­
ers are playing for are glory and 
bragging rights, and any good poker 
player knows that on any given day 
your cards could be bad or good 
and you can win or lose because 
lady luck says so. Glory is simply 
not enough, and most of it dissolves 
under the argument that you were 
simply a luckbox that day. 

Despite all this, there are still 
those who see the qualities of pa­
tience, cunningness and mental 
fortitude in the game. Maybe if the 
World Series of Poker incorporated 
a one-mile run every two hours into 
the tournament, the people would 
truly see what a sport poker is. 

And come on, if curling is in the 
Olympics, poker can't possibly be 
that far behind. 

LEANNE HUCK 
TRACK AND FIELD 

Leanne Huck, a sprinter with the track and field Tigers, 
recovered from a bout of the 24-hour flu on Saturday 
to qualify for the 60-m sprint final at the 2006 CIS track 
and field championships this past weekend at the Uni­
versity of Saskatchewan. She followed up an impres· 
sive preliminary time of7.71 seconds with a final time 
of 7.72 seconds to place fourth overall. Huck showed 
steady improvement throughout the season and fin­
ished a mere 3-1 OOths of a second out of the medals. 
Huck is a third-year kinesiology student from Hatchet 
Lake, N.S., and is also a member of the women's soc­
cer team. 

GEOF HARRIS 
TRACK AND FIELD 

Geoff Harris won the CIS rookie of the year award at a 
pre-championship luncheon and then went on to prove 
why he deserved the honour at the 2006 CIS track and 
field championships this pa~t weekend at the University 
of Saskatchewan. Harris led both the preliminary and 
final heats in the 600-m wire-to-wire to win the event 
making him the first rookie to win in over 15 years and 
the first·ever Dalhousie rookie to win a CIS track and 
field gold medal. 

He wao; also a member of Dalhousie's 4x800 m bronze 
medal relay effort. In an amazing story. Harris's heel was 
clipped at the I 00· metre mark during the relay and he 

fell, causing the team to lose about20 metres and approximately three seconds. f Jarris 
then got back on his feet and finished his leg of the race less than a metre behind the 
first-place runner. His successes led the team to its best-ever showing at the CIS meet 
with a sixth-place overall team finish. Harris is a first-year arts student from Halifax, 
N.S. 

Are you here for One Semester? 

3 Month Membership 
$119. 99w 

Or ... Are you here for Both Semesters? 

7 Month Membership 

$179. 99ux 

LIFE&. 
§PORT 
!!iUPPLEMENT!!i 

WE BEAT ANY 
HALIFAX PRICE! 
South End 429- 3111 

Park Lane Spring Garden 

Come to our 
weekly contributor 

meetings, 5:30 p.m. 
every Monday. 

Room 312, Dal SUB. 

! Atlantic Canada's 
award-breaking 

comic shop! 

5262 sackville Street 
• downtown Halifax • 
• 425-2140 . 

StriDIJIIdVIRIIfiS.Cim 

KIT KAT PIZZA 
DONAIRS · SUBS ·SEAFOOD 

429-3223 or 425-2229 
2314 Gottingen St., Halifax 

Buy a 16" pizza 
w/works for $13.99, 
get 9" garlic fingers 

for $1.00 
16" pepperoni pizza for 

$9.25 
or 2 for $16.99 
2 med. pizzas 
w/3 toppings 

$14.99 
3 small donairs 

for $7.99 plus tax 



The world is waiting for you. 
What are you waiting for? 
Take a Gap Year Abroad! Experience the world. 

Travel CUTS has been offering independent travel 
options and specialized programs for over 35 years. 

work in a cafe in Australia 

volunteer to build a school in Costa Rica 

teach English in Thailand 

learn to speak Spanish in Madrid 

www.swap.ca 
www.volunteerabroad.ca 
www.studyingabroad.ca 

::TRAVELCUIS 
Travel CUTS is owned & operated by the Canadian federation of Students. SWAP Is a 

not-for-profit program or the Canadian Federation or Students and a division orr ravel CUTS. 

1.2 & 3 Bedroom Suites Available 
• 10 mins from campus 

access to MacDonald Bridge 
• Convenience store on site 

• Minutes to all amenities 
• On main bus route 

Includes: Hot Water, Hea~ 
Balcony 

Model Suites 

liilflllllili(p,.akAvailable For Viewing 
.~ with a TransGiobe Agent 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

310-7000 
www.GOtransglobe.com 

Wtnner of the Apt PM Organization of the 

Teach English 
Overseas 

Intensive 60-Hour Program 

Classroom Management Techniques 

Detailed Lesson Planning 

Comprehensive Teaching Material• 

Internationally Recognized Certlficate 

Teacher Placement Service 

Job Guarantee Included 

Thousands of Satisfied Students 

OXFORD 
SEMINARS 

1-800-779-1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 


