TRATAINICTICON 07 Interview with lichiard licCaveney.
D.0ec. 9 1901,
Jaean ! t eat, Springhill,

ather owme !l hi=s own home.

father came “rom raryland--went to Jade reton
Cape 3reton. Lingan, near Yew waterford, coal n

a

hWis mother'= Tather cane from Tngslan?
Lingan--=suname of .ilson,

to he manager of the nine at

hie Tather was nnderground manager at Yo.2. then went to 0.7, then
came hack to Mo.?. pretty secure =tandard o living. 'le 4lin't bmave a

lot but we naver went hangry.'

Re told his children that they chouldn't zo in the nmine. 'larid life,

-
mining.

two firet-class machiniat~ anl one naintenancs nan (Eicharl) as hi=s son=.

"I remenber that we wai=n't even allowed +0o =ton on the =trest any pnlace ant
lay marble= or nothing. ' Wb police wa= in here. There was two fellows
~tonpe’! on the =idewalk, even to talk, they come along | an! ﬂaJT, 'Get
moving, ' you wa=n't allowel to =tand or anything....You could walk, ™t

you coulin't «tand....'
--his fathar worked right through the <triks. the offieiale all worke?.

--he symmathized with the men, but "underground manager wasn't allowal to
2y anythirg."
his "a? never -~toppe? working anytime until he retired.

nine in hi= Tanily,.

five boy=, four girls.

girl= becane =chool teachexs, <tenographer
hoys vesistel pre=sure to o to college

e was on repalr work for 42 years. 'I got on it and I couliin't et off it.'

--plant was full of lines thut were air-line= and steam-lines. 'Io% everyholy
coull o amy Jjob. Mever the =ame thing any 4day.'

--had to repair all the broken nachinery. ha' to rapalr aachinery enough to
sep it oing until the weekend. Didn't holst coal on Saturday or Sundayr,

~o when the weekend came, you coull =ffect major repalre,

ctartel work 1917, worke! =straight throurh Zor 12 yeas-=.

Jid

Al=o worikel

3

worke? in A theret at a nlumbing and heating outfit--alter thes 3un
at nlant in “pringhill.

e angineer avwhile at the ho=pital--Ffire“oors. ecarnd! his welders' dDapsr-.

would ret home nt night, and would get a call to come right hack into work--
and would have to wo"“ 1‘1 night. perils of the ma® maintenance worker.

™ere wis no rough <stuff at all', he =ays of the nisht they
ew

1 rlan Pettigrew out of town.'They Jjust nmarchel hla out--he wa-

'If you Aidn't have a union behinl you, you wer~ in trouble.’

theil tried to get taverns hers but they 3idin't,

rm

e Jonpany iiin't care how you voted or anything =2l-e.
i \4 o v 2

hi= father was a Jonservativa, and RMchard has vote? ©or- fuy “rowm the la-t
two =lection-.



"Te had =ome lovely tenchers here.'

two sl=ters taught «chool for years.

teichars used to wallop the kids

father gave him a really rough time over quitting =chool.

--wishel he coul? have gone hack to =chool s =oon as he was out.
-fanily were Drechyterian,

went to Sunday “chool every “unday.

--remembhers that the churches 3id not all get along in “pringhill.

"

You Jitst coulin't nix in withthe Roman “atholic= at a

|_J

'A lot of neople 'idn't like the To.aan Catholics.'

hi= hest friend was Jatholic.

2A1fz1lows and llason=. (father)

nothe went in 1943, father died in 1233,
ather A7 when he lied, mother 74.
1

‘e would never talk pit or nothing to us.'

were the worst Tor breaking down--us=e? for hoisting coal Tron

alr holist=
the "ifferent levela. rcetting levéls ready to =~tart a nes wall.
"1fTiculty in <etting valve= on themn.

'""he Hipg officiala were good. 1t was only the little fellow~s who triz? to push

you around. And you Aiin't have to take that anyway.'

-Zarl paul was called 'Zarl' when you net him around the nine--after he
hecame superintendent.

--you never 'Mi=terel' anbholy in thi~ tbwan.
this town.'

--there would hd a few alsters, hut they woulIn't be working in the nit:
ningstersz, so on. but no boly in the pnit.

--vhen he left the pit, he left it (his father). 'Mever tallkel Hit 2t hose.'

--the Liar's 3ench, 'That's where they all father anl tell ~torie=.'
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