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of the fifth yea r class of t he Sc ool of . :rchi.:, ctur e , .1ova Scoti2. 

Technical C6llege 9 were turned l oos e on t .e City of Halifax r ecently and given 

t he t ask of origi na t i ng, d signing and bui l ding 
/1., ) 

budget o~ one hundred dolla r s was all otted The 

"iJ!-ft-.it. f or 
. I • 
proj ect was 

t ' at comr:-.uni ty. 

t o be co pl ted 

one school week and was not t o i nfri nge on t he timed m.:i.nds of t he usual academic 

r outineo 

~ rtunately t he group quickl y f ound an enthus i as tic and arti cula t e cl i ent Jessie 

Dill a r d 9 t he Direct or of t he Hal i fax R creation and l aygound Commi ssion and a 

worthy site, t he "Georg Dixo. 11 Playgrou d i n Hal if2.x Qs povert y ridden .orth e .. ·,, , 

~ al f hour s es sion at t he l ocal student t aver . produced t he usual a .biguous 

program - 'to des i gn and bui ld a pi ece of pl ayground fur .i t ure which ;;ou d a d t o 

the r ecreation va l ue of t he site, by bei ng demonstrativel y t he property of tse 

childr en, to be cli bed over 9 crawl ed under , j umped off tor down, burned, etc 

etc., etco 0 

cr ash des i gn s ession fo llowed i >: whi ch each tearn memb _ r v erted to his chi l d-

hood for one hour E-somo rne.mbe:t 5 f eu~d-.t.h.i.~rig r.ev c1 1eally l'.Bft L.a t 

...i :ta,ed to t ry to find w.a t t,_ would l i ke to ) 

j ump of f 9 t ear down9 1 ) e t c o ~c ~·- s . • . ,., The . " . . h>). ' os t. childi s .. _aeas thus 

genera t ed wer e t hen combined to produce[. free fo r:.:!' , made o l engths of tel e-

phone pole and 2 x 6n pl anki ng , clos el y r es embli .. g r.. ~:.::...e o_ debris l eft aft ::-

the r etrea t of a tidal wave 

---6'1sns and §p cifications "' matched the anarchy a c w>.i i,s ey ·c:Oey wer e describing; I 
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wha tever logs t • f i nd , s teal , borrow 

8ff'el:s and g:t 

so t hat you can get t he > I 



principles firmly ·.n 
~ la... 

to e uprise aiJ::1 ().!!~ total ~~"'S~~[S:,tflilllif~-e.l: 

However, in t his short time several valuable arc itectural l es 

s has: 

detailing r esults w 
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a long l ength 2" x 4 1 is not the most effici 

place twelve feet above gradeo 

on schedule 

is sed for 

t l• + / _orge "' 

ed y 

him u t here with 

:..nto 

Aided by these discoveries 9 the group conti .ued to amaze _ oncerned (i .cl~ding 
br-

themselves). By actually meeting the · a i g the project over 

to a class of nei b~ ds while a flas bulb popped and tears of 

l!:e local c.ildren seemed i mpressed, not o .ly by u. struc-'-ur d nfun' the co.-

struction o'bviously provided, but also by t he fact t..a t t e group was do\ng .:..t at 

11, that they would give the project no specific name or purpose, a .cl fina_ly 

by t .. e assurance that it would event ally be theirs to do with as they wis·_ed, as 

long as they would please get out of the way of the flailing saws and hammers 
, 1._...,,. '"'--

long enough for the job to be finished 



. . 

~ilea detail ed "in use 11 study would na urally be required to ft:lly eva:uate the 

validity o~ the des i gn and design approa c 1 s everal group m mber ~ vis"ti g the s_~e 

several days after completion, were greeted with a hail of stones throvm by ;u.:-,:.erou) 
I 

young ~us ers1" f om various poi nts on or under the s·tructu_ e., The des i g e::'.'s prefer:.~: 

to f eel that this was a sign tha t the children wer e r eally t ki n0 possessi on o~ the; 

structure as the program had intended , rather t _an tryi .g to give t he designers a . 

early taste of wha t to expect from unsatisfied clients i n the cold world o_ #the 

;Professi on*.;° 
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