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Dear Alex,

I don't remember just when I last wrote, there
have been so many things happening and so many letters
~written, so if I repeat myself don't be surprised.

I hope all goes well with the family and that
there is good word concerning Katherine, I hope she
gets in with good companions in the island., If she is
in Charlgttetown the Prescotts would be interested in
her and “Yarol who is young enough to be interested
in the same things might be able to influence her
wigely. Perhaps you have already written to Frieda and
if not, it might be worth doing still.

- Owing to the ship being delayed four days, I had
that much extra time in Tom nto and went with Amma to
their cottage on Sturgeon Lake for the time. Then it
was found that no spage was available on the line
beyond Chicago that my ticket called for, so at the
last moment I had to change my ticket for another line.

I had most of a day in Chicago and went for a look
at Iake Michigan, the main streets, and the Art Imnstitute
which had more beautiful things and less nightmarish
modern abstractions than some art exhibitions I have
seen.

The route lay thrqugh Illinois, Towa, Missouri,
Kansas, Cklahoma, Texas, zone, and California,
further south than I had'been before, and it was not
only hot but most of the way it was desclate looking.
The first three named states were green and luxuriant,
we passed through Kansas at night,but all the rest of the
way there was not a green blade of grass to be seen .
In some places were deserts with sand and sage brush,
scarcely anywhere were there any trees, for hundreds
of miles T never saw even one flower, and even in
California nothirg grows unless there is irrigation.
After the greenness of Canada the brown burnt up look
here is dreary. In this state there seems to be plenty
of water available and lawns and gardens are watered
and green, though no rain falls from May till September.
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not seem to be visible fog, nevertheless there is
often a mist heavy enough to dampen one's cdothing and
wet the street.It is so c¢hilly all summer in San
Francisco that no one thinks of going out without a
coat, and quite a few people wear fur capes, while in
the hotel they have heat on morning and evening.

The "La Salle" is not coming to this port after
all and T have to wait another four days for the "Tber-
ville" and now hop® to get away on the iAth. The things
IWas asked to take to Korea are all ordered and in
the hands of the Church Purchasing Agency who are
seeing to the customs and export papers as well as the
packing and crating for me. So I have time on my hands
as I have not been able to get in teueh with more than
one or two of the friends I know here. Probably some
of them are away on vacation. But I am not finding
the time long. I study a while every day. write a
while, and have got my accounts posted in the ledger
which is a load off my mind and a job I never find
interesting. It took a lot of walking to find the
places I wanted to go so I have had at least a half
day's exercise each day. The hotel does not serve
meals so one has to go out three times to look for
food,

One friend whom I did get in contaet with has
asked me to her home for Sunday. She lives at Berkeley
- a few miles from here across the Bay. She is a musician
who was a missionary in Seoul for a number of years
and now plays the organ in a church there,

That seems to exhaust the news at present. I think
you have my Korea address but lest it may have besn
miglaid here it is again,

Canadian Mission,

190-10, 2 Ka, Choong Chung Ro,
Su Tae Moon Ku,

Seoul,

Kores,

Best wishes to all of you. I keep you in my
prayers.,

lovingly,




ST. ANDREW’S HOSPITAL

MANCHURIA, CHINA (Canadian Presbyterian Mission) P. O. ADDRESS

L1 A - . KaNTO, ViA KAINEI

S. HAVILAND MARTIN, M. B, CHOSEN (JAPAN)

Date . _April 3, 19224 1=

Dear Alexarder,-—

It is sene time simce I heard frem amy eof yuu Pine Hillers. Imn fact I
haye had three letters frem the Cape Breteners simce exe came frow yeu chaps,
but prebably twe er three of them will cows aleng seme day soen.

I vant te wish yeu many happy returms ef the day and hepe that this year
will see yeu haye & particularly wppy birthdey . There is a Kerean friemd
hag just ceme imte the reem te see hew my machime werks. They are very imter-
estea in machimery ame all mew things tlwt they eeo met heye themselyes. This
weoman is & rew amali or nursemaie ef Mrs. Martim's and 'she was im enme ether
day whem she Keard the machine clickimg away.

~ Yeu will all be eery busy new as the sprimg cemes en. I expect you are
almest inte exams alreaay and 'the ethers will be net far eoff either.

Prebably yeu will kmew seme time before this where you are te be for the summer
end I may hear whemn the mext letter arriyes. I hepe you will be at some place
you will emjey as much as yeu €ia Leckepert. Theugh emjoeyment is net the
ultimete ene te be seught, yet it always cemes if ome dees or=2's werk im the
right spirit. I hepe you will &ll ee¢ well imn yeur exams and met get tee tirees.
I have been thinking several times of Feoster ama heping he is taking care eof
himself axnd met workimg tee hard. The feurth year is v ery heavy but I thimk
the west interesting ef all. Surely Ed will get en better rew tham he did at
Christmas. It was very disappeimting that he failed 86 badly then. The time
hes run away =e fa<t I ef®m scercely realize that it is April awé =pring is
almest here. Imn spite ef that it leeks wintry emeugh teeay as it nus mnewea
all laast night andteday. The greund is as white as it has been any time all
winter. Smew rever lasts leng here amd enly serves te make thimgs muddy amd
dirty when it dees come.

Did ~eu eyer hear thses coxundrums? What is the difference betweer a
laundress and an undertaker? Ome stiffens cellars ane the ether cellar- stiff
ums. What is the difference betwees the edeath of a hair dresser and trat  f
an undertaker? Ome curls up aré dies and the ether makes faces and busts.

And here are sune anatemical defimitiens fer Fester. Yeur backbere is & strisg
of boenes. Your head sits on exe erd ard you sit en the ether. Am Iri "msy in
a meseum once saw & spimal coelumun, and en being teld what it was, remarked,
"Many & geed petate wemt «ewm that hele."

We had rather & busy week at the hes:ital last week. We have dome
ninety eperatiens sefar this year, an average of exre a day. Last week we had
twe or three seme days axs eme night we had ome om the fleer in the men's
waiting reem all might and amether im ome of the bath reums fer laek of any
ether place t o put them. Imn the wimter we camnet use the largest ware, imtend-
fer the nen's ward, as part of the heating plame was stelen in tramsit
anrd never came, and consequently it cemmet be heatea. However, it is gettimg
much warwer mewf &an« there are B¢ many patients that we will have te epen
it up amd put patients 1im there -evem theugh it is met .eated. Dr. Martim
thirks there wi 11 n't be se many patients ceme te the huspitel afeer he gees,
&8s su many ef the heathen still thimk a wemen camnet kmew amything werth while
an¢ they are all hearimg that he is gelimg away, ard a goow many ef thea, eyen
soue of the church people eae ret yet kmew that anether decter has coue te
take his place. He is certaimrly levea by the Kereans theugh he eees met speak
Ker ean very well at @l1l. He dees a great deal for them axe is moest kime
heartes sne urselfish. He is leeking ferwara te¢ sceimg yeu peeple, at least
seire of you whem he gets tov Halifax. They are te leaye here im abeut three
weeks ané are geimg by way of Mru. Martin's heme im Maine so you will likely

all be away preom Halife, l11,11; FoSter whem h, gets there. I Lepe you will be




able te s=¢ him, fer yeu will 1like t¢ kmew him persshrelly and will fikd him
very imteresting ame full of Jdmjerestimg lacieents areut the werk an the
peeple here. He leves to talk abeut the Koeresxs ame the Chismese ane he has
certainly seen some strenueus times im Yengjumg amutiie surreunaing ceumntry. -
He oftem tolks abeut you fellews ame hepes te meet you im Canaes ane te see.
gome of yeu im Kerea tee before leng.

We see some fuMmy cases here. One eay laust week & weman came inte
Dr. Marti  's consulting res: vitheut &én adnitting $1ip. Se he s=it her beck te
ret ene., The slip cemts&ims the patients name, ag e, afdress, with space fer
din=mocie; rasplt of ex miratiem, treatmant, etc. 8ha came back in a few
ainut es with che requir'ese paper, Wnem it &ppeal e« TIdU sie Wanlea Treau-—
vent net feor herself bup fer & celt that had been Littem by a sup. Soewe
ésctors woeuld have be=n imeigrnemt to thikk ef bed g dskee tev de a thing like
thet, but Dr. Martim eml]y laughee an & gave her seue antissptic that plesses
her ard prebably helpee the celt. But yeu cam see that 1t mecessary met teo
have yeur eigmity tes easily efferaes if ome is t . be happy im a lane like
this.

I am geing te have tea over at the hilue vext aser with Miss Themas
whe has ceme im frem Sexngjim te help eut at the woemen's class rew im sessien
here, so I =must clese Just mew ane run of f to get ready. I will write vou
ey scceunt of my first weeical itireratiemg trip im e coumtry after teu.

Leve to each of ysu arna all best wishes for the here times ahesad.
Flerence.

1 -
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Seoul, Korea, Jan. 18, 1948.

Dear Alex and ssther,

hank you very much ior all the nice things you sent in that
generous Christmas box. They came 1n very good condition and we en-
joyed some and are still to enjoy othérs. We are s&ill able to buy
provisions at the army people's commissary at reasonable enough prices
and , though we were told not te exnact to co»*imie inderlnitely
on commissary privileges, the latest word seems to be that we are
likely to be allowed to use the commissary for a long time yet and
probably until other ways of getting provisions open up. .e are aot
allowe” to spend Korean money for Korean food as a means of preserving
Korean food for the Koreans. nowever, we are sometimes 1iven gifts
of eggs or iruit. »o you see our necds are provided for and while
it is nice to get things from home, we are not in need, and since
so many in the world are, please send ,our provisions to those vho
are actually hungry. Of course we are sharing the things with needy
ones here.

The weubasr nag Deen very good, only two real cold speti”s
yet, which is a good thiag as fuel is short everywhere. Schools and
colle_es closed from the middle of December to the middle of .ebruary
on account of lack of heat. "hey will have to make up by studying
through the heat of summer. in the hospital we wear our coats all the .
time and such things as giving baths are out of the puestion z1or
the present. e were all but out of fuel ourselves last night when
rather fnexpecte’ly two loads of wood arrived.

Another result of the lack of fuel is a shortage of power.
All fall and winter the power has been off more than it was on, but
since _ew Years night we have had none at all until yesterday, since
when it has remained on. «ith relief parcels coming and thank you
letters to be written, it was not eas, getting them done by the light
of a candle. cither our forebears must have had better eyesight than
we, or the, answered their letters by dayli ht, or else 4id not
have much corresporndence.

Since our students are so defficient in English and the
teachers so anxious to perfect themselves in it, I am teachling a
class of _irls in the mornings and of teachers in the afternoons
three days a week. They are real.y making quite a bit of progress.

There is still no Aefinite decision as to the fate o
our so called medical school. I wish they would decide it one way or
another so I would know what I should do. Some wish to uniteswith
Zeverance edical School and others do not wish to do so. The
Board in New 1ork for Ewha Uhiversity is stalling for time when it
ceems8 1o me the situation ca2lz for definite action before we get
deeper into things one way or another.

Last week was a very interesting one. We have had visitors
whom we enjoy, the Richardsons, a falvation Army couple, both
doctors, who came out with us on the S. S. Hope. He helped me put
up an aerial for my radio cince when it works be.ter t an it d4igd.

ortunatel, the power camebn so we could try it out.




Another event of interest was the welcome to '~ he United Natlons
Commission. Not a single military policeman was in sight, and the
only Amerlican soldiers in evidence were gsome o ficers who were
among the guests. The Koreans ran the show themselves and "id it
exceedingly well. There were two hundred thousand people in the
stadium and thou h 1t was known that the communists were out to
make a disturbance they did not succeed. Everything went like
clockwork. We Canadlans were 2ll invited and sat on the platform
beside the commission. e were glso asked to the reception in the
throne room of the ancient royal palace after the out door welcome
in the staddum. Here, too, everything went off without a hitch.
The building is impressive and the tables looked very pretty,
while the colored Aresses of the Korean ladies looked very gay
indeed. We are getting to know quite a few people in Seoul now and
find friends whereever we go.

We are looking forward to meeting with the delezation or
Aeputation i1rom our own church soon. They are in China now and should
be here in March. Some of our mission are being invited to work
with the fustrallian RBresbyterians in the south, since our own
former territory is closed to us. The Methosi-~&e rave asked for
‘r. Burbidge to work with tiiem in the m<antime. Our northern
folk here among the refu ees would like us to undertake some more
definite work among themselves. We are busy doing relief work and
working in the Unlion Institutions, the various colleges, the
Christian Literature Society, etc. There are still very few
missigaaries here compared to the former number but most cannot
come on account of increasing age or having families they can nelther
leave nor are they aliewed to bring them. The army families are
allowed to come fre¢ly no matter ..ow many children they have, but
misslionary children are banned, also any missionaries who were
not here before the war. There 1ls great need for new and younger
missionaries but these restrictions prevent 'heir coming.

I am very well in pite of a few discomforts and inconvenlences.
The others in the house have had influenza but I fortunately
escaped without even a cold. Lack of lisht =nd water has prevented
my doing much in the way of pholography and now my films are -ettlng
0ld. I think I can get more bBere as I see them for sale in the army
post exchange where also we have privileges.

I hope things are gping well with you, that all are well, and
that you see some progress in your work.

Here alshough the U. N. Commission is at work, most people are
not very hopeful of their being able to accomplish much. We shall
continue to hope and pray for better thinge soon.

Much love and all good wishes,

v ,égﬂwavaﬁ1




eoul, Korea, Feb. 15, 1948.

Dear Alexander,

This 1is in reply to your let er of Jan. Tth. I hepe I thanked you
before for the fine Christmas box you sent me which reached me in good
condition and in good time and was much enjo.ed. If I 414 not, please
accepPi the thanks now and also apologies for beilng so late in saying it.

I have got far behind with my correspondence for two reasons, or perhaps

I should say three. The fixst is that more than sixgx relief parcels haye
come in my name and I have been trylng™ f8 acKnowlLeaze each ONC. BLXLY
extra letters in addition to 'he usual 1s quite a lot to manage. Thean for
many weeks we have had many hours without electric 1li _hi and for séventeen
days go flicker of Ligh BT 0ay Qr Taant, and 1t turned TUTTS Do
flore of a OROTE To write letters by the li-ht of a single candle than

one might think. And the third reason is that thin s are still so unsettls
and uncertain here in many wa 's that one scarcel, knows what to wrI &

It is fine to hear you are all well and heving a ~ood winter
with ths furnace doing a good Job of keeping you comfortavle. The congre-
gation have certainly done well in helping the unfortunafe and no doubt
that 1s mostly 7ue to your own enthusiasm and lea’ership. I hope tie
will be egually generous with you. It is ood to hear of the proRgress
being made and I expect to hear of more. Ple~se pass on my remembrances
to the folks I met if they happen to inguire about me.

e have also had lots of snow but the past few days have been
mild and it is rapidly disappearin_ but the streets are incredibly sloppy
and the mud in our yard pulls our rubbers off every few steps.

The long winter holidays on account -of not being able to heat
the school rooms are now over and everyone oes back to school and college
tomorrow. all will make up the time lost now by etudyim- throu hout most
of the summer and in the humid heat of summer that will not be so pleasant.
We have been lortunate in "eing considered a billet which entitles us to
some -ugl. Otherwise we probably should not have pbeen able to get enough
to keep us 'rom freezing at any price. As it 1’ we pald fdve thous and
four hindred wun fo. delivery only of one truck load of coal exclusive of
the cost of the coal. That is how prices run here now and that 1is one
reason for the hardships man  are sulfering. Goods are scarce too of
course. There is a regular trade on the blzck market. “any soldiers are
taking thirn s and handing them over to Koreans to seg&l and lots of folk
are making a living that way, dealing in stolen goods. The morals of the
Koreans have deteriorated throu:h contac’ with the Americans so that I
heard an American missionary sa  not long ago, "It is going to take fifty
years to overcome the results of this occupation,”

In the hospital there is also scarcity of fuel although tne
hospitals were allotted some. However, we have to wear our coats all the
time in the hospital anhd the reage..ts in the laborator are generally
frozen. When the floors are washed there is a thin skim of ice on tham
for hours aiterwards. Ada =nd I share an o' iice so nelther has much privacy.
The city water comes to the basement only for az few hours most nights.
It never _oes above the basement and Aoes not gome in the daytime. "ater
carries will not carry water up the hill now since we have demogracy in,

orea. They want easier jobs and shorter hours. So the laundr/ cannpt
function "nd without a l-undry we cannot change the beds nor use enough
sterile towels. !'ithout heat we cannot -ive baths nor carry out various

| other nursing proceedures. And with new workers about twlce a week, we

cannot train cleaners to do their work properly. ithere is also 1ack of
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various things we need for diagnosis and treatment. The staff of both
hospital and colle_e can be divid 7 into two groups, one that has the
Japanese outlook and wants no change, can be taught nothing more since it
already possesses all necessary knowledge, and one that realizes its
delliciencitesand 1s anxlous to remed: them. This lztter sroup is eager to
have help in studying English so ss to be able to read English medical
books and Jjournals. I have been giving a good Aeal of time to tr/ing

to help this group althou h I do not feel that teaching English is my real
Job out here. The former group is one of the problems, the l-tter is the
hope of the country. f w of t.e young doceers are very kees but their
t.aching has not been of a high standard and during the war whils bhgy
were cut off from the world much progress was made in medical things

| of which they remained in 1i:inorance. Then with all the handicaps of lack ot

———

heat, water, 11 ht, power, equipment, stc. with the best will in the
vorld, no one can keep standards as they should be. You will realize
that we are not having much satisfaction in our work as yet. 'hat the
future may bring it is still too early to tell.

The unsettled state and the uncertainty economically, nationally,
arnd in'ernationally are also making all sorts of ventures difficuli. No
one wants to put money into anything till he sees more clearly how things
are _oing to be, and that goes for local people as well as for the
iission Boards.

In the medical school conditions are as pad as in the hospital.
&n fact, as far as equipmen oes the are worse. fhen I got here and
realized that there was literally nothing wi h which to start a me ical
school I be ed Dr. _elen Kim the president 1o delay opening the school for a
Year at least until e coul’ have time to solicit some support, find out
the attitude o! the supporting Boards towards 1it, and make some preparation.

ohe replie that the school was already stzrted by the acceptance last
 spring of fiity-el hi stu’ents and that we were commitied to going ahead

|

c

ss58es were started but there was no equipment for thelabs

at once.

'and such subjécts as physics, chemistr, , blology, and the medical subjects

anatomy and biochemistrv are being tau t by 1 ctures only owing to l-ck
of lab space and equipment. There 1. no medical building, no medic 1
library, no eaquipment, no budget, and one 11 ht almost say no ospital

| since the hospital is only one tenth the size it shoul? be. The home

Boards have advised ag-inst the me“Ical school as mniundertaking cve ond
our strength and have promised no support an? have also decided not to

bu back the hospital which was sold Auring '.e war years. It may or may
not revert to the Board:, wiich is another uncertainty. Dr. Kim says

the medical school is to go on whether or no' the Boards supoort it but
she has not so far succeeded 1in raising support for it locally and I
doubt 1! she can at present. Both 2'a and I see no hope ‘or the fate of
the medical school and feel it is istake on Dr. Kim' part to p us

it but she would lose face to stop now of course. I fear it is a guestion
of getting in de:-per and finding it more 'ifficult to get out later.

he: our mi.sion deputation gets here next month we plan to
1scuss the whole situat on with them an® if t'.ere seems no hope o1 being
able to have any proper sort o: medical school at Ewha may ask for
ano her sppointment. feep that unier jyour lat in the meantime ior nothing
may come of it. In the meantime we are soing on from Aday to 2«. doing t e
best we can.
Love to jou =al:.
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L 194 Insa Dong, Seoul, Korea, 4%2157

April 25, 1948.
Dear Alex,

You'll be having 4b1rthday along about now and I want my
greetings and good wishes to get there in time. There has been no
direct word from you for some time but I presume you are &ll well and
hope you have not been suiffering from the floods they seem to have had
in a2 go0d many places.

Father's recent letters have becn slightly less cheerful than
usual but that may not mean anything more than a mood. However, he sald
they were both feeling the infirmitiecs of age. I hope that by another
winter, 1f they are both there, they willl realize they should not stay
alone. They will find Charlie's folk company but perhape rather too
stirring for the quiet life they are used to. I hope they will not have
to doubl# up for long. I was rather surprised to hear of the arrange-
ment for it cannot be satisfactory for sither party.

Here we are all welcominz the spring affer a cold fuellsss
winter. The early flowers are already past and the lilles, lilacs,
and other elizktly later flowsrs are in all their gllory. Seoul has
several parks that were former palace grounds and undier the Japanese
were kept locked up but now are open to the public. There is nothing
much like a lawn but there are ponds, trees, plcturesque little
gateways and pavilions, flowers, and pathways. On Syndays and holidays
they are thronged with people enjoying the beauty and fresh alr. Meny
churches have an outdoor service this time of year. This afternoon
Ada and I were out with a group of nurses “wom our nos#i*2l 1In ons
park that covers many acres. It is a lovely place. Yesterday after or
rather at noon we took our lunches and our mission folk ate together
in another smaller park not far away. The sun was 80 warm we all had
to take off our coats.

The question of ownership of the hospital has come to a head
gince the lease has run out and the owners refuse to renew or to sell
although our contract calle for Hhats. We were planning to open and
use other buildings on the grounds as soon as the spring came and we
d1d not need heat but they have padlocked some of the doors and made
a big fuss and are preventing us from:iusing them. All attempts at per-
sonal negotiations have falled and thé ownership or the validityof the
contract will have to go before the courts. It is unfortunate to have
this trouble but I am very glad not to be involved 1ln 1t dlrectily or
personslly. I fear 1t may arsg on for quite a while.

Miss Sandell is to go to Severance Hospital soon. It 1s a
much larger institution where she will have a tralning school which
is her chief interest. That college and hospltal has been connected
with ogur mission for a Iong time and we have had & doetor and nurse
there for many yeare and so fesl responsible for it. We stlll have

_Miss Daniels, Miss McBaln, and myself in Ewha. When Mliss Bourns comes

she will be at Severance with Miss Sandell. They are both looking
forward to working %Yogether. I may jJoln them at Severance later as they
have asked our mission for me too. If my present work is not to be

able to continue for lack of funds I might as well go but I do not

like to leave in the middle of a term and hope by the end of it that
the situation may have c¢larifled enouzfl that 1t will be easier to know
what 18 best to do.
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Some progress 1s being made in the medical school but there is
,1little proepect of adequate funds, the hospital is far too small, and
I badly situated being so far away, the Boards 40 not approve the beginning
© of a medloal school when there 18 already Severance, ete.

I am listening to music from Australis as I write. The news
we get from there ls more of worl”? inter=st than what we hear from
the army radlo station where it is momtly about the election prospects
in the United States or sport or the latest marriage of some Hollywood
couple. I wonder if I could not get the Sackville, N. B. station
sometime but so far I never have. I read somewhere that it couldd be
heard all over the world but the Philippines, China, and the South ’
Paciflc. We are on the fringe of China of course and just about north
of the Philippines, so perhaps we cannot get 1t here. If you can tell
me the wave length I would have afew tries for it with better pros-
pects of getting it than by wandering almlessly all over the wave
lengths.

We have a bit of garden 4n though who will eat the fruits and
roots thereof.1ls another question. Our place 18 quite open without even
a gate and there are so many hungry and so much thieving that we are
likely working for any one but ourselves.

Last week was a week of ureat activilg among thechurches and
other organlzations. Both the Methodist and Présbyterlan chureches had
thelr annual gatherings, as also did the W. C. T. U. which was reorganizing
after the war. The Methodist Church last year divided in two over the
question of shrine worship, collaboration with the Japanese, etc. It
1s most unfortdnate and regrettable. The Presbyterian C,urch seemed
to be getthng on much better. Thousgands of Christians from the north
where the people are more vigorous and active had brought fresh
enthusiasm to the church in the south. IN this one city of Seoul alone
ithere are forty new congrezations started by the refugees. Many of the
best and most active leaders are from the north and are now down
herc doing good work. There is a larie and pretty well run Seminary
here in Seoul in which both Dr. Scott and Miss Danlels teach part time.
The was another started some time ago in the south by the Fundamentalist
group and some of the extreme Fundamentalist missionaries are back again
and working hard to separate their flock. Well, 1t seems one of the
professors at the eeminary was considered by some ag too liberal and
a plan wag put forth to glve him a years leave of absence. Others con-
8idered this a way of getting rid of him which no doubt it was and they
had quite a set toc over it. Just what will come of it I do not know but
we are all very sorry 1t happened. We fear there may also be a split
in the Presb terlan church just when all christiansare needed to join
together to accomplieh their task in this langd.

There 1s much uncertalinty and a good deal of excitement over the
electlons now imminent. In the south where the farmers 4o not see or
hear the refugees from the north and where many people fall for the
promise of something for nothing there is coneiderable disturbance and
some terrorism. Here there is not much if any and we have not seen any.
People are not predicting how things will zo and the military suthorities
here are preparing to be able to evacuate their dependents if it secems
advieable.
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All good wishes and love to you all.
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'Dear Alex,

Seoul, Korea, July 24, 1948.

It was good to get your letter of a month ago . ! hanks
for trying to get the information about the CBC shortwave statlions
for me. I get Austpralla, Ceylon, Chungking, Ranking, and various
other Chinese and apanese stations here as well as Los Angeles
which oives the news every night and is linked up with the local
army statlon here for the purpose. There is a Korean station here
too of course. We generally get the news over the local station
but sometimes I like to get it from Australia too for that is really
world news. What comes from Los Angeles is mostly a hash of stuffi
about the presidential electlon in the U.S. and I suppose we shall
keep on hearing the same stuff for months yet.

I hope you will have a ood holiday, find the home folks
well, and get to Berwlck too. I think you would enjoy going and should
see 1t at least thoiugh I am not sure I should want to spend every
summer there. I went for a day when I was at the sanatorium in
Kentville. It is a lovelw spot but rather crowded and rather too
many meetings to sult me as a stead; dlet for two or more weeks at
a time.

It is gratifying the the girls are doing o well in school.

Give my regards to Philip.

I think Mr. Munro who takes the editorshlp of the United
Churchman will make a »00d editor. I got to know both him and his
wife pretty well at Kentville and thought a lot of them both. He
and the Baptist minister there, Mr. Feneriy, made a good workingteam.

It is good to hear that Canada has at last opened the doors
to some of the homeless, even though belated and perhaps not choosing
as wisely as might be. To contdénue denying them entrance could not
be defended morally, and we should do much more than we have so far.

You seem to have some interesting experiences and meet
interesting folk. I hope your work continues as encouraging as 1t
has been.

We have been having some changes here. Miss Sandell has
been trahfferred from East Gate Hospital to Severance Hospital which
is much larger and has a nurses' training school which 1is her chief
interest. She 1is living in a nice little apartment close to the
Rorean nurses' home. When Miss Bourns gets here some time this
summer or fall she will share the apartment and work with her.

we all regret that the serious illness of | iss mcbain's
mother and the invalidism of her sister is making it necessary for
vorothy to return to care for her mother. We are sorry to have to
part with her and also for the sad news that calls her home. Lt
is likely that she will pe back before too long as her mother 1is
sald to be dying from cancer.

As for my own work, . think there has been some progress
in the medical school course. Some equipment ordered last August
arrived the last week of June and some of it has not come yet. How-
ever other things did come and other medical sc¢hools here have been
very generous in lending things. in some subjects I tkink we have
given a falrly good course. in others we were not able to do so. It
does not make it better to realize that all the other melical schools
are in similiar situations. Our examinations finished last week and
this is the first week of holidays. Howe®er there 1s not to be any
rest for any one concerned with the medical department for we have
new courses to plan, laboratories to fit up, and so on. some of our
students have failed badly and should never have been admitted to
the medical course as they were totally unprepared for it.
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vnd r the Japanese system, which 1s the only one the present
generation of Korean teachers and professors know, a clags was accepted,
raded as a class, and ghbaduated as a class. any one might register
a month late or take six weeks off from classes in the middle of the
term and no one thought anything of it. we few western teachers are
protesting against that sort of thing. They call thelr institution
a university and it now is evident it was a mistake to grant that
name until the standafds warranted it. At the end of the first term 1
tried to drop the students who failed too badly. The medical faculty
backed me up in that but the acad mic committee of the institution
over ruled us and ordered that every ‘one be kept on no matter how
bad thelr marks or attendence happened to be. nowever, this summer
we have finally zot them to agree to our rules for the medical school
though they will not adopt them for the rest of the institution. So
that is a real step forward. e shall get rid of the dead wood ad
not have to waste our time over them nor let them hold back the bright
ones. also it should pe a good warning to other lazy or dull gudents.
guite a number of the faculty of all the three christian colleges
are coming to see there would be advantages 1l COWwDLiiiiyy Lo suim a
large (aresulai wiiVoisiuy. A8 Soon a8 r. auk, the president a
the saoveun .nNristian Gollege gets back from his trip abroad, the matter
will. pe taken up and . hope steps begun to amalgamate the three colie~es.
There are not teachers enough to go around and this country cannot
afford economically to duplicate anhything unnecessarily.
The question of ownership of the East Gate Hospital is still
before the courts and when it will be decided no one can guess. .
Recently, however, the military government, as a last cesture perhaps,
hae issued a directive that many thought was much overdue, announcing
the transfer back to the missions of property that was originally
i refe's but still in other hands. Whether that applies to property like
the hospital is not yet apparent. It was sold and not confiscated.
It was legally turned over by the mission to the Korean Methodlst
Church who sold ih and other property to a Korean who later turned
it over to the Japanese, the sale belng forced thus not being apparent,
and therefore the present status 1is uncertailn.
At the repeated request of & govermment committee, I am
going to ive half time for a few months to the position of advisor
to the superintendent of the Seoul National University Hospital, a
550 bed institution with a large out-patient department, that has
got into such a mees that the government was considering closing it
except for the fact that would give our nel hbors to the north something
to talk about, They have refused to grant any money until things have
been cleaned up and reorganized and I am asked to help do that.
The Koreans have not been allowed to o abroad to see medical work
in other parts of the world. At the same time they were told so often
that Japan had the best medical system in the world that some of
them believe it. Then, of course they were thrown into positions of
reposinsbility for which they had no preparation whatever. This
together .with lack of cooperation and scarcities of various kinds helps
to asccount Ffor the condition. I do not anticipate much satisfaction in
the Job for I know there is still lack of cooperation among the
staff an® lack of appreclatfion of the need for change. However, the
government 1s up ezainst it and there is really no one else in sidt
who has medical .raining and speaks Korean but myself. This is a tem-
porary half time job since I 4o not feel like abandoning my first
task.
All best wishes to you both and say a little prayer for me

now and azain for I will surely need 1it. ; ;
]




: Tai Chun Beach, Korea, July 27, 1949.

Dear Alexan'er and Esther,

Your letter of April 13th came a long time ago. Twenty-five cents is
too much to pay for postage. If sou et some of the blue folding letter-
envelopes .ou can send them for fifteen cents and the, come alr mail. The
only disadVantage 1s Lhat what you can write is somewhat limited but still
a good “eal can be put into them. Air mail letters are now coming very
quickly though ordinary mail takes several weeks or months.

Letters from home tell of your expected arrival on vacation. I hope you
had a good one and feel the better .or it. Also that things are going well
in the work. It will be interesting to nave the 110th anniversar, celebrated
and I hope will gquick n interest in the church and help to make people
appreciate 1it.

It was nice ou were able to get a plano which will be a pleasure =nd
a help to sou all in various ways. We have a baby organ in our bungalow
that vas given to Elda by one of the army chaplains before he left and we
enjoy having it though it 1s not very easy to play requiring so much work
to pump it. It 1< mueh more "1 ficult Lhan a bl organ.

Beulah Bourns, the Frasers, an' I came to tils lovely beach a week ago.
It is about a hundred mliles sout!: of Seoul and on the @est coast where the
tides are hizh but the bathing is 800 whether they are high or low. Here
we mel bie sen breezes and can #lp in the sea when 1t gets hot. We hear
the heat in Seoul ls terriffic and people can't sleep on account of it.

There has been a very “ry season gnd some of the rice is d,ing. In other
blaces 1t has not bee! transplanted as there w2z no water on the padd, fielis.
‘e had a fine week here too but the rains have ax last come, almost a month

later "han the average and more than a month later ihan often. I is too

late to save some tings that have alread. ried up and 'led but 1s time to
prevent a famlne. Our garden 14 very well until th- "ry spedll came.

Here we have a beach lod.e where about fifty of us are enjoying the coolness
of the sea breezes and bathlng and swimmln . There is a fine view, egpechaally
from the top of the 1ill, and the sunsets have b-en lovely. We watch them
while at our vesper service. I dA1" not feel particularly tired when I came
but I feel so much more vigorous now 'hat I know I nesded this holidgy. It is
two _years today since we arrived in Rores after the war. There zre lovely

l‘(‘.“ *"Ijrw m_‘”-wn nnF! "hn‘l‘!““i 111 v-r\rﬂrﬁ n/’\(-‘ r_(:?w:f:r« af mansy ve ,m_.—-LieS anﬂ COlOI"S.

The past three days we have haAd ver. rough seas caused by the ts2il end of a
t phoon somevhere not too far off. “ome of the fishermen's boats usre

dama ed in the cove n-ar by in splte of their efforts to k-ep them off the
‘rocks. There are a o0d many wild flowers about and various pleasant walks
we can take. The company 1s congenial whic: a’iis much to a holiday.

Affairs in the chureh are going on with enthusiasm. WJe have come people
here who flec from China. Some are wives with chilirin who e husbands are
tolng to stay and work as long as that may e pogsible in communist China.
en who have come too say that pastors here g ould et read’ to earn their
living by manual labor while serving their churches as that 1s the only way
they can continue %o work in thelr chnurches undcr communist “Jomination
wilch may come here an” perhaps before long. No one knows what the fupure

will bring of course. OIS think unsrs ..LJ.JI- 0o K.;J.V..LEL war in {orsa LSicrs long.

Many in the soub: feel confident of winning in such = case if they eould
. be sure the Russians woulA not come in but who can be sure of that” Th re
ig much anxiety, partlecularly among th people wno have part of their
families on one si'e of the 38th parallel and part on Lhe other. Ue hope
for the best an’ pray for a peaceful settlement while facing the fact that
anytiiing may happen. In the meantime we carry on as though all is to o

on peacefully

1 There is a much smaller re istration of ftuientz in all collefes this
|year than for the past three or ‘our /ears. ﬂz1wqb] this 1s due to more
i han one factor, rfart 1s pro =°1 ue to the fact th=t the post ware me% by

{ b : taken u art to the incrtis 1gexpéense which cannot D
| Y nzﬁ 2??28 aana Qz;gpto the n-v 1 ar hii o school cou se which Laing
tmany fam ’ L
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-®=tyo years more than formerly no “ourt ~eems to many parents to be as much

8ducatlon as thelr children need. At Ewha t ere -re only ten stuients in t.e
new prem-Adlcal class and these were gecured by advertizing for a second

' group of applicants and siving a secon?d set of examinations. The new science

buil’ing is oing up apace an’' shoul b: read for occupanc y next spring.

The East Ggte 'iospltal 1s again open for p ' ients after th- fi e of last
January but there are still great “eficicncies. Tue fourti story is gone.
The third has a roof but neither plaster on th- wall: nor “oors (o tne
rooms., The second has accommodation for tiuenty pati nts. The sterilizer
has some missing parts and cannot ve used. Tie plum-ing either leaks o 1is
clo  ed up. The laundr apoaratus 1s oub of order. The wate tu pls 1s un-
certain an’ insuf icient. Tiere is no mone, o remed;y thegse things. Also
tie question of ovnershlp of the place is still han ing fire and may not be
decided for another two sears until whicn time no one wi.ll spend much on
repairs even 1f it were available to spen’.

In Severarnce Hospital there igs more to encourage. Several  epartm-nts
have een renovat:’ and others are in the process. The former infectious
Tiseases bullding has been refi:ted and refurnisied and 1. now in use
as a private patients pavilion under the charge of 1irelf an’ iiss Bourns
and we ar. doin our best to see t#at it is run on a liitle i1 her stanl-
ard than was formerl the cage. The new superinten’ent, "r. Moon, 1is a
very arnergc-tic man and doins his best but his i17eas of what a hospital
should be *iffer conslderabl from those of the westerners wio have sign
what *he consi'er praéaperly run hospitals. =si’es, most of the present
staff are Japanese trained with quite 7"ifferent -tandards, so that the
Process of ralsing staniards +11. not Le a ~hoyt or easy one. However, tome
progress is being made. ork there consigts of "eing assistant ‘up:.r-
Inten ent, h ad of the periatrics ‘epartment, medical exzmMINET Loxr ke
hurses ' trafining ¢HoOI, i ¢lie? & ol the private pa ients' pavilion,

g TNETTFUctor In HUTritiom i The me 1cal sc w0ol. Bé&sTd-s which I teach
tTre fame at Enla End superylise THE work TH Easi “ate -o0gpifal. It 1s not

an a~signment that can be carried out with a great deal of saligfaction

and I hope to be able to shed the other appointments s.on and devote myself
to the job at Severance, since I see no hope of having a pood meficsl
school at Ewha, wut I 70 not like to walk off the job in the ashsence

of the president of Ewha and put still more of a burden on the aclhgg
president who has troubi-s enough as 1t is.

The situation 1s quiet enough, or as nulet as it has been all along,
but there is a good deal of unrest and magh uncertalnty. Prices are not

oing ‘ovn and some are going up. The lon: continued 'ry spell with its
ba? efiects on the crops have not im-roved the situation. Hains have come
at last but too late for some crops to rally. I am afraid I am repeating
myself, There have been 8o many interuptions “uring tiie writing of this
letter that I hardly know what I hove  réatten. An~ the haste is that
there are some folk 'oing to Seoul today and I must get my tetters off
with them in order to get them mgiled.

So we carry on, doing wiat seems to lle nearest to hand in the best
way we can, and hoping and pra;ing mrExprayirgxfor the best, seeing some
progress, and in many individual cases feeling that we are of use. There
is much Lo e thankful for also. iow I must close to et %iiis off.

Ygat love to ‘ou ail.- o

/
I AN TENCL
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190~1 Choong Chung a0, <u ,
-u Tal moon Ku, —eoul, Korea,
Sept. 26, 1949.

Dear Al x,

Your letter of Aug. 7 has bzen here a good while. I 7o not get

ag muc' time foi corresponi:once ag 1 could wish. i, work being in more

than one place 5§eps me busy goinzm about from one to the other. ‘hen
tcre are sofﬁ%eﬁin‘ that have to be attenled, meetings of the Bwha

dical Collé_e, of -everance liosplital, of East ‘"ate Hospital, micsion

meetings, joint meeti: s, etc. Besl’c: that we have so many callers
that much time is teken up that war. &4 am so weary of meetings t.=zt
I have en threatenin: to go on ctrike from them so tha. 1 can _et
my rerular work done.

our news about the family and your plans for the future are all
of interest. I. 1t fine the girls are dolng so 11 in school ani
wdth their music. ober. will e ~oin_ to sch-ol toco pre.ty =-oon.
jow time ‘oes go Ly. M. patients call me gran moiher now so it 1s
eviicnt tnat it is taking me along " ith iL. It 1g thirty ars tince
I graiuatel an’ I can scarcely believe it 1ln spite of the caleniar
and my grey halr. :

:ings o on about as usual with us. we all ha’ a thre. i eeks
h-1iAa, this 'ear for wiich we felt the better. thore 1is new resort
farthier gouth whers there 1s a fine ach an’ a lo? was put up for
uc to “tay. rhe sea bat' ing vas most ref esii on tho hot stick

1ays. There was a high hill ri-ht by the brach from which the views 1n

all ‘irections vere viry f ne an some of the sunsets were vonierful.
ere L ofton see the sunrise but we 7o not se: the ~uns-ts at =11 on

account of a high hill to the vesl of us right close by an? =« bullding

on the top of thau.

e ve e!. having an eplienlc of enceph=lit or the past nonth
and ' half of our childgreit® lepariient s ©fi lave n helping out
a’ the Ipfectious "iseases Hospital where tnes 'ere aliost overw 1
with the cases that ciue in tuenly or tiirty for whiila,
ere were nore t. a thousan?’ c:=scs in the cit, and about Lhirty
per cent die’. Our staff are still not oack but the ¢ its Live
starued thelr clinics an’ thin = are ratler crodde’ until e get our

staff ck in.

goes to u=ver'nce a. th&y want me ‘o 1ee it 1 to them. I think
there i1s a definite inovoveient there but it will take time an? ' he

elimination of fome oi coaservatiwe onus to get be uvior
staiiards oing. On- of the sir¢eons his ru.-or gloves Lefore
an operation without ashins: his han's.

ve bought a mission truck to uged for taking -roups of
theologlecal stuientes for the 3 is. "raneportilion being Lhe
problert it is in this country not cl1 can b ne without ‘omne w

of toir roun 11 wa fesl that the truck with greatly incrsase

L t-aching ti/o cl-ises in lLy'i", P7 cho. lolo y for few lecuiires
| to be folloved 0O 1ical English, anA Infant sutrition. at Sevirence
! ', 2n - vin clinlcs in redid¥irics an’ it ir ratler nlce to Lc worklng
1t stu snts. At Tast Gg*e 1 ttill heve sore responsibility as the;
have not ee. able to find any o lose to Lake over. .ut most of tim=




the anount of or: that caem be don . I* it ere not for our cir and
Jeeps none of us coul”® o more then = iraction oi what Wwe are now
t least tryingm {o accomplishi. The numbsr of moeting e gttand 1
very tireso ant sometim=s the em 0 oe more ol an intereference
with out work than any =ood they ars. I have to atten? the ones for
E ha Uuniveristy, East Gate Hospital, Sev areice Hospital, Uinilon
Chrittian Hospital, all Lhe mlssion msetinia, and variou: olhar
Joint commilte&s , with Prrsiytery, other mission:, stec. Thal iﬂbne
of the disadvantazes of living 1n Seoul. Also 1L comes o8 an undue
burien on & =smalk nl:ssion vhat 1is suppose’ to tzlke its siisre in
all the pbrancihi=zs of the work but has onl, = =zmnall numbe:. 0. people
avallabls to serve on comtittees. We are lookin, foriward to iiiss
Rote'ts comins mnd ars sorry that it has been Do long dslayed. Wo still
~ve not hzard thzt she has zat a passage.

ije hnve Ao 1itile power an? so liitle water th-t I have not one
uch photo raphy for a lon timz. I heve a lot of fllms to print but
my peper 1s all ol? an? I have uccAd up all my ¢evelop r. The li hts
come on and off ance or twice,an evenin ually but stz on an hour or
go only. By the time | 88 %0 worlk, ~wa: zo s the lizht usualiky,
and ctoms eveninss it Jozs not coue ol at all, We ad darlight caving
tim 11 sunisr and that was fin but now we are Lzck on staniard time.
I had some kodactXor= films and som= anscecoldr filss. All winter

Lhings were so 4ull and “rab an? no &now caué #il winter ti.at there

144 not ssem to Ue uch to take. By th: tlie spring cam= the I[ilm

sere =lting outdzted but I took thraz. Twe first one Lhat was finished
ook 1t eut of counera to i1 1t away to be fdevalopsid and just

as I removsd 1t the ‘oor bell rang and I ha” to o to ihe loor.

Thic dslspred me till it was time to mo Lo *he uospital. Wnan I returned

and went to pack up the [ilm it was gons an’ s never bLeen "1lscovered

etrnce. They nexi ones I 713 gend and they were returned t e-for

inspection. Most of ths: were pret cood and were then sent bock agaln

te have prints made. They liave not jet returns?!. Thoire were tiiz lola-

colors. Tre anscocolor films are mndc into transpareewtics put I lLi=zve
no proj ctor the size to show them. I have one that takes 2 2 inch

glides but @my comera s larver than that. 30 partly because of the

hizh cost of the color-photography =213 p-rtly bscause it 15 so much
froubls seniling them ack and forth and ttinz ths money gent to pay for
them I S0 net plan to 70 any more color work just now. I took some

of my best prints to the beacl: and colored then with oil photo colors
with results that at least were satisfyin to me. I. was fun “olng

the: an? was muclh cisaper not to say less troubls thza bHotherii: with

the color films anAd prints or transparz..cles. Little tiny iranspare .cies''
tha. woul? pe sliown in proj-ctor woul cost l:oss but tho-e fo?nf
caiera 30 not zeem ver practical.

Uacertainties continue in the politieal, scenmoulc, an? n=ztlonal
life. Trotble was anticin=ted on tlie 20th vhen clcctions were Lelng
nel® in tih. north but we have not heard of anything ha ening in
the gseuth on that occasion. There -re riots and was a jall .reak not
long a o an? somet:in- is breakin: out her or thore all thc time

but that has come to srem to be the normal state of affailrs. 11
hope an? pray that no civil war nzy come tiou nn many folk cthink there
111 be no se!'lement or real peace until th: issuss are setliled

by war. That 1 too serious and rieglt; & state of affalrs to rush into
if it can oe 2voiied. Wo stlll have our tyo ards with riflss at
lour house day and niphf end we often Wish Wo couX™ Het rid of tiiem
POt T reEET UhHeywmwe kopt awny thieves =nAd we cannot tell what
other dangers i’es, probably none, t ou:-h no on= za10.s.

ich love: to jé Fll.




190~-1 Jhooni wung g, 2nd,
i loon Ku, Besoul, aoYesn,
wec., 13, 1949.

vear alex,

Lou 111 surely have had letter of _nrilsLuns grectilys wvelore
Jou rec-ive this. I will merely reiterate them here. May vou have the
best Christmas ~ver and may the new Jear bring confiiunc: and peace
to our weary worlid.

tou mentione” fatler's a lacks in your letier but no oné else has
told me of them at &ll though of course I am not surprised as 1L
while 1 was home that his heart war failin.. I pemumber se-liu Uncl :
Gharlie in a1 =t ac” of profo 'nd uncon:ciou ness at Ed's once,w*-ile , :ﬁé

Uncle Crarlie wa: there on a brlef visit. None of thou:ht he ould
ever come to ~gal t he M4 and has be activ= for some Y,

rince. I cuppose fatier's aviacks were —ouewhat -iniliar. Did ne have
many of them? EAd pever wrltas ‘me. i EUDPPOES & i'er I get all

the new ron fatler and mother and of course he 1s busy. I would 1ike

to know and@ I am not going to bé alarme’. At Ois age, he cannot in

the nature of i , continue %o on infAefinmitel o A i

“pful old man. mOLL r sa 8 both thelr memories re f:iling but :§

one would 1ardly IBpect it fro ir lebtars.

for use st home with projsctor: . Dr. cot ig goling ho in April on
furlough and wante sonet ing 1ire ¢! o show. The Rolle!cor
nictures tos large for the ordlanyy mall 2 x 2 iunch slides bu I bell
lazrger projectors to show 1lis :-ize ¢ be had at a falrly rsasonall
ric-. rThe one: I took in the r came out beautifull, an' are much
cheaper than the kodacolor prints as well as beli. muci iore true to
the orizinal colors.

I am tiinking 1 should t-"e wors of the colored transparencles ;§\
. N

what you sa!d about Amsco or iliord Intereste’l iz and . am Writing
now to -si you to ord=r for ue so English f£ilm which would curely
be chea t the Amerlgai elac e devalugtion of tue nound. .
.golor £ilm for tis Rollcicord, several rolls plsase. If it 1f caril,
processe” a2 : ou mizht plso eend 1= e 1e developer. 1
mizht order it for cglf A =hell Ao 8o later if you give me the name
and adiress of a dealcor in Cai-da ich & 1ot nave 2% pres=il.
rou Eatd last year the d oaly-35 izes but 1 az presuml they
nov h=ve other tizes. IT vou canndt get this, pl-=n orier one

‘pancromatic fiim for the Hollsicord, about half Aozen. rolle and
.the same Of verichrome

Also I want some cut fi r uas Avis if it is to he had. 1 have
not inice baiore the war an? the 11 cks dre so ezxuveasive, and
8till more So now that our Aollar is dovalue'. If ,ou can .1 ekn_llsh 3. d
film ‘8o mudh t! ttsr, Tphe Avis @s jou likely I mbar 1 lze iy 3
9 x 12 en or 5% x 4L inches. In San Fransisco after ceveral l1a s ssarch X
I finally got fllm holAders 1 £heatiis to replace those 1 lo L .
nOort! Koren 0 « coul’ now use the cui filan if I nad 1it. jgxp

1

I don't know how ch all thi 131 cost &0 liag you a. cneque
tor fifteen Joll=rs. It i better to send in gmall amcunts than too much
at ohce on account of t3 t.ig =17, The psrcels should be-insured

s tliey are frequamily losi 1ia t a1ls, at 1=asl occasionally, aa&

films are hard to ot here, therefore eas; to 'icpocs olif In ti
r.et. LOgr; uo so wuch trousl . pest she: to all.
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R. R. # 2, Bedford, N. S.,
Aug, 30, 1955.

Dear Alex,

There is not much news this time and Father has probably written
any that there is. I just wanted to say that I found the postcard picture
of the Air Force officers including the late King George VI and am sending
it to you together with a good sized bunch of other picture postcards you
sent Father at various times. He seems to have lost interest in themand
never looks at them. They will mean more to you who saw the places than to
anyone else, and he said he didn't want them amny more, and to send them on
to you.

There are a lot of other pictures that you sent him from time
and which are still in the envelopes they came in, stuck here and there,
Since he is no longer interested and there are smme that neitkr of us
have any idea who they are or where the pictures were taken, we would
like to go over them with you some time if the opportunity offers. Some
T would like to have as I have lost so many of my own, and you probably
already have your own copies of them.

Nothing of any value was discarded as I went over everything
carefully. I did not discard anything,even though it sppeared to be.off no
interest whatevm; without Father's consent. 1 had him go through the things
that seemed to me we could well dispense with and discarded only the ones
that he approved of. He realizes now that quite a lot of the old papers
and magazines of forty and fifty years ago are not likely to be read by
people who find themselves unable to keep up to date on the ones that are
coming oub now., I am not persuading him against his will by any means.,

The booklet with the pictures of the 5th Seige Pattery (it is
the 5th, not the 8th) is too large to go in the same packet with the post
card pictures but T will mail it to you separately sometime. Just now I
am rather busy getting ready for a meeting with colored slides tonight,
expecting company tomorrow, and getting ready to go to N. B. this week,

So majbe you'll be here before I get it off. I'll leave it in my room so
it can be easily found if you happen to come during my absence. There are
also some old speeches and sermons of yoursthat 1'll leave with it, If you
want them, take them all,

In the process of moving the boakcases out of Father's little
room to give him more space, the books were removed from the shelves and
have got somewhat mixed up, I did not know that the contents of any par-
ticular bookcase or desk were to go to any particular person until you
mentioned it in your letter, and do not know now if I can put the things
back as they were. However, we can ask Father just what he wanted though
I doubt it he had anything very definite in his mind at the time he made
the will except to give each one a fair share.

About the very old books, it would seem to me the best bhing
to do with them would be to give them to ,alhousie or Pine Hill or some
museum where they would be scen and appreciated more than if they were

just in some private book case, but if he has already made other disposition
of them, there is no use suggesting anything else.




address as yet unknown. But you could reach me by addressing a letter in
care of Mrs., E. R, Woodside, Box 13, Pathurst, N. B. 1 asked for a
definite schedule so 1 could have addresses to lewve with people but still
have no further information than that at certain dates I am to be in such
and such a Presbyperial. Mrs, W. is the president and majfe that much of
the schedule and she should know the details by now surely though 1 have
not been informed.

I expect to be in N. B, and P. E. I. for about five or six weeks, exact o\gg'
\

Yesterday I went to Kentville to attend the staff meeting at
the sanatorium, calling on the way at ™ary Forbes's and Angus Elderkins.
Mary and household are well. Joan Smith's husband was there for a short
visit. He and Joan have been living apart for five years and she wanis a
divorce to mabry another man, They have no family. She didn't want any,
though he did. She has a good job in Ottawa. Charlotte, her sister, is
married again. Her first husband was killed in the war. She is happy and
had three children. Keith is also getting on well =nd has three children.

He lives in New Jersey. Charlotte lives at the Air Force Base near -
Edmonton. Peggy's husband is in Iran and they do not seem to kmow any
address more definite than that.

Angus was out but Bea was there and made me welcome. She looks very
thin. Her mother seems to live with them, a wiry vigorous looking old lady.

Aunt Eate flew to Charlottetown with Frieda to stay till dith gets
back from Mexico which should not be long now. ’

We have stopped Father's medicine and the salivation is worse on
account of it but other symptoms have cleared up and he seems fine again,

I am praying that your family problem may soon be cleared up., It must
‘be a great anxiety for you both but surely a girl with her home and church
background will came back to her senses and her duty.

Love to all,

5y




R. R. # 2, Bedford, N. S.,
Aug. 21, 1955,

Dear Alex,

Your letter of Aug. 17 came yesterday and though there is not much else
in the way of news %0 tell I am writing to say that Father seems to be getting
weaker and has had several dizzy spells. He can hardly get un from a chair
or the bed without much effort, His heart appears to be failing and - today
we persuaded him to stay in bed, and that without much persuision either. He
had a good breakfast and li@istened to the broadcast church service with
pleasure. He is not short of breath while lying down and says he has neither
an ache nor a pain, which is something for which to be thankful. He also has
some kind of a2 tumor on the lower abdomen which he says he has had all his
life., Maybe it was a mole originally but it has grown and is ulcerated and
dischaTging causing odor and soiling of his clothing. He didn't tell me until
I asked him what was soiling his clothes so much, It seems to be only skin
deep so should not be hard to remove, which would give him some comfort, »nd
be pleasanter for all concerned. If his heart is better in a day or two we
can attend to it,

Who dropned in to see us yesterday but Geordie MacIntosh, Josie, and two
sonsg with their wives and families. Geordie is quite lame since a fall he had
a while ago. Josie is as alert as ewer, and the young folk seem pleasant. They
were on their way for a trip throneh the-vellev, and gave us an urgent invita-
tion to visit them in Truro.

The raspberries are about over but we have plenty blackberries. The apples
are now big enough to cook thoiigh not rine enough to eat raw. There are plims
on two trees but quite A few are dropping off, and no wonder since the trees
have neither been pruned nor fertilized for years, if ever.

Cllie's sigster and family 2re visiting and we were there for supper on
Friday. I thought it was too much for Father since he had had some dizzy spells
that day but he insisted on going. However, he was glad to come right home as
soon as we finished eating and went straight to bed., Fd's and the Smiths were
here yesterday evening to see mv slides of Korea, but Fatkrwas in bed and saw
none of them but ™., Dr, Reid is cming out today. Of course no one can pre-
dict anything but Fd and T feel in view of the graduasl failure this summer
and a worse heart condition than id has observed before, that anything can
happen anytime. We are thankful that he is not suffering and that I am here
with him,

If he should have a fatal attack, would you be able to come? Do you want
us to wire you immediately? When you reply send a letter that can be read to
Father and also a separate note to me please. He sees the mail ~ nd wants to
read or have read to him 211 family letters.

There are several things of yours here in the way of books and pictures,
especially a book of pictures of the 8th Seige Battery. If you are likely to
come, I sh2ll set them aside for you. If you are not likely to be able to come,
shall T send them to you? T am trving to sort out some of the 61d papers and
things in the big old desk in Father's room. Much of it is decades old and we
hace discarded quite a bit., Some of the pictures are old ones of Iarltown and
O'Teary. There is also a box of glass slides, the big ones for which no one
now is likely to haves projector. 'hat shall T do with them? Do you want them?

About your visits home, probably by another yesr there will be no home to
come to and it won't mertter, but if not, couldn't you leave the family with
the Qaudimes or the Duggrns for - few days if that is where they prefer to be,
which is quite natural of course, and come on yourself for a few days with
your own folks who would like to see a little bit more of you? Of course we
would like to see them all, but that might be one sort of compromise that could
be made sometimes at least, T should think.

It is too bad about Katherine's having thro'm over the traces co {=r. No
doubt she will get over it 211 right, but it must be giving oreat concern to
both of you just now. What is it that she finds so hard to take at home? Is she
jealous of the younger ones in the family? Have they done better in school? Of
course I know they have recently, 2nd orobsbly she feels unappreciated snd even
blamed while they get attention and approbation she would like but hasn't sot.
I wish T could helo but do not see jnst how from this distance and under the
present circumstances, frobably she would resent any snggestions from =nvone so
closely related to the family. I do think vou should try to have a talk with
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her, appealing for family loyalpy, and to give it another try for perhaps a
fixed period of time, say three months to begin with. That should be reason-
able. Then you might be able to win her over by giving full measure of praise
where it can be given and showing her that she is as much loved and appreciated
as the others. Of course I don't know much abqut the circumstances, but think
likely jealousy of the others and a feeling that she is not appreeiated lies at
the bottom of the trouble.

Another suggestion I might perhaps venture to make would be to have a
family council and discuss things such as the share each shall take in the
running of the home, Perhaps she needs more responsibility and would take it
if decided in that way among the crowd rather than as an order or even a
reguest given from the source of authority. I do hope jyou will be able to find
a way out of the difficulty.

Father says to give you his best regar.'ds' and to tell yqu that he doesn't
think he is very sick.

Lovingly,

T AGrence -
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=] a0 . 18, 1968,

Itw god to get more than the usual number of family letters 1at91$, Alex,
JArna., Olive, Heather, and Helen. It was good to hear from all. I was 1ntez-nsted e
At:%leam about Heather's school and her other doings. Katherine's letter was— .

- ipfomng' I hadn't known she was working end it is fine that she likes it and is -

go pleased with her circumstances. I am gladtthat Helen liked her gift and hope that
that the rest of you have received your before now. Too bad they were late.
Evoryhhmg is late here as all the ships seem to go first to Viet-Nam and here

. only on the retum trip. Lven letters take longer thgn formerly for no reéason
we can fathom as the plines come as before. I hope O}ive is beginning to feel
much improved on the new treatment. It was fine that so many of the clan were

able to get together in both Toronto and Montreal.

. Alex, why don't you take the trip to Trinidad? You'll never bc younger to

enjoy it, and the family are off your henus now. With pension and old age pension
and hospitalization you don't need to worry about spe 1.ding a little monsy surely.
You could afford a trip to the Orient if you wanted I'm sure.

_ We can use the moving picture films if you can get them for us. 4as for the
.uned Christmas cards Esther asked about, we can use some and children in
-orphanages and such places like to get them to look at. If you send them be

- pure to wrap them well as they sometimes come in worn covering with the cards
.. ~glmost £alling out of the package. Be sure to write on the outeide of the

-parcel USED CHRISTMAS CARDS. That should give you the lowest postage rate and
save the parcel being opened in customs here. Address to me at the missign
- address, 190-10, 2-Ka, Choong Chung Ro, beou.lm Korea. CANADIAN MISSION in the
top line.
' We have had very changesble weather with two extremely cold weeks end yesterdsy

. we were floundering in mud. Today is colder. again. We are missing the wild storms

- we hear of in the U.S,, Britain, and such aisasters as earthquakes that have been
so destructive inI$hkyiy
Noy much of interest is happening here. Today we had the vestemors on the

- Severance Hospital staff here for lunch, each bringing his own sandwishes and we
- supplying coffee and cookies for desert. W® work in the same institution but seldom
- see each other except in the way of our work. There were ‘fourteen here. . We

" had Dr. Rose and Mics Sasse in to meet the others. The only difficulty is that
lunch time ig rather hurried but people don't find it easy to get together i n-
the evening as they have other thin.s to do and are far away in this four million
population city.

- There is a man here from the Canadian embassy in Tokyo ior a couple of weeks.
| He is interviewing a lot of Koreans wio want to go to Canada. He is coming to have
dinner w:Lth us on Saturday evening and we hopé esome of the other Canadians will

. comé in. in the evening t¢ meet him.

- The members of the national assembly are still b:.ckering, much like we hear
they they ar e in Canada.’ :
We are getting out some year end statistics. I wonder if any of you medica.l

folk woula be interested in a few,

Total number of patients. dlscharged in 1967 (including deaths) 10,525

Newborn infants - - 1,085

Days of care to patients discharged 123,949

Average length of stay 12 deys.

That means quite a ©tit of work.

‘Dr. McCoy from the China Medical Board is here on his annual vimt He is
alwaeys interested and helpful. We are hoping he will be able to give some
‘dictating equipment for the surgeons and our medical secretary to use.

.-Since: the China Medical Board has been unable to work in Clina they have turned
their help to South East Asia to the benefit of institutions in other countries.
They help educational proaeots and medical schools bather than hopspitals bu t
if the hospital project is educational they may be interested.

It'a late and I seem to have éxhausted the news.

Iueh love, '
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