Transcription of Interview with Fred Casey.

{.’hen were you born? A.1890. 13th of April.

2.That makes you 89 this year. 4.39 this year.

<.%Where you born in Springhill? A.No, I was born in Chignecto, wut I was only about
a month old when they moved here.

R.Was your father a miner? A.Yeah....¥hen he was 53 he was killed in the mines.

He Just moved up here one year when he was killed....He was killed in 1921.¥ell,
then I was the oldest one in the family, I had to take over and fix these
buildings, they were all leaking, everything. There was an old kitchen along

there, it was leaking. They tore that down, there was three other old buildings
next to it, tore them all down, didn't need that anyway, we had lots of room.

Had to start to work and shingle the house here, it was leaking. And there was

two big barns there, I had to shingle thenm.

Q.Have you lived here on Mechanic Street all your life? A.Oh no, we moved here

in 1920.

Q.Where 4id you 1live before that? A.Chapel Street.

Q.Was 1t a big house? A.No, not as big as this. There was a seven-room house, I think
it was. This is a ten-room house here.

Q.How many people were there in your family? A.Well, altogether there was twelve
of us....One fellow died, he was only five weeks old. And I had a brother killed
in the mine, too. 1914,

3.How many brothers did you have? There was Five boys...then there was two girls...
then there was another oy, two boys after that.

4."here did you fit into the family? A.I was the oldest.

| comments on the P.W.A.:'I don't know if you could call it a union or not when
they first started here. They had a union called the P.W.A. But the head man of
the union was a shareholder of the coal company, in Cape Breton....Boys under 16
didn't belong to unions. When you were 16 you had to belong to it.]

[father's health: 'He had asthma pretty heavy in the last few years that he lived.
There were lots of times that he couldn't work...once he got down in the mines he

was alright, change of air.’

.Had he been a miner all his 1life? A.He started when he was 11 years old, at

River Hebert. Then when they started mining at Chignecto he moved up there.

4.J1d he ever tell you what it was like, in the early days of River Hebert? A.lNo,

him and his brother decided to go to Cape Breton one time, in 1393, they were blowing
it up, what a great place that was, so they decided to run down, and they worked at

a place, a mine they called Lingan. Wéll they had company stores there, you see.

And you had to deal at the company store, you bought all your clothes at that place,
work clothes and everything. And the company owned the big boarding house. Your boards
were checked off your pay. And at the end of the fortnight, you was lucky if you had
anything in the envelope. They stayed there three months, and they were going behind
all the time, so they had to borrow money to come back home. ... |

Lentry of the U.M.W. in 1908 or 1909: everything changed in Cape Breton, "every thing
changed down here too." ]

[. boi:iight his house through the building society. Halifax building society. had an
agent in Springhill--used to collect $3.00 a month--3 per cent interest. never
lived in a company house, lived in his own house. ]

Jcompany rented houses t00--32.75 a month. |

L'The last house we was in, down on Chapel Street, we used to pay $300 for it--$3.00
a month, and $3. a year interest.]

|'You had to pay $3.00 per month rent anyway."' |

--well -built houses, says Casey, but they had no basement--built right on the
ground.

'I started in the mine when I was fourteen...well, there was nothing else here, unless
you got out of town. Outside of town, you could get work most anywhere, lots of
work....I started in the coal mine, I stayed with it. And I worked in the coal nine
for L3 years.

Q."hat was your first job in the mine? A.Pushing down coal, shoving down coal.

On steel sheets....Two men used to work together in a place,....They used to put boys
shoving down coal, you see, like I was only 14 and there were boys 14, 15...some of
them maybe 12. -

d.What year did you start work? A.1904--fourth of July.



Q.Did you were work as a trapper boy? A.Trapper? Oh, I could have had that job
steady, but I didn't want it. I thought it was too long a day there, nothing to
do much--just open the door, shut it...So I didn't stay at it, and I got after
the boss for a job with a little more working....

Q.Do you remember the boys going on strike? A.In the first year I started, there
was 23 strikes that year. Boys used to tie her up for a day or two.

Q.Did the miners think the boys were doing the right thing? A.Oh yes, sometimes
they'd shift a boy around to another job, you know, and didn't want to be shifted
or something, and he wouldn't take it, they'd stop his lamp. Well, when they stopped
his lamp the whole thing stopped.

Q.How long did these strikes last? A.Oh, they'd only last a day or two....Company
would cave in....

J.They'd always cave in, would they? A.They had a big demand for coal then, you
know.

R.They didn't have too much choice? A.No.

Q.How long did you shove down coal? [Seven or eight months]

Ldown at the lower level he was pulling the rag--long piece of canvas, put a ton
of coal on that and pull it down three hundred feet. |

%two of them pulling a rag--four boys altogether.]

{If you had coarse coal you put it on the bottom of the rag, you see, and you'd
piniit up with nails--you could sit on it and ride down....Your work was pulling
that up again, that's a pretty heavy thing to pull up. And it would be about 20
feet long, I'd say.... ]

_@fter pulling the rag, after the big strike--the Dominion Coal Co. takes over.]

[when new company comes im: 'They sent a manager here from Cape Breton--3ill Wilson.
He was supposed to be a overseer or something. Bill Matthews was the manager

at the time... He come up the chute add found out how many young men and boys

had thelr papers, mining papers. He put them on the coal, if they had them.

The way it was there, there used to be two old men work together, see. Well, them
pvillars was all the way from 40 to 50 to 60 feet long, and they start digging this
coal and shovel it down, and you'd have to shovel that coal four or five times
till you got down to the box to load it....dJell, I got working with my uncle

and I says, "There must be an easier way than that to get the coal down."

He says, "I don't know how," he says. Well, there's some fan-pipes and an

old head in there, I'll get them,... Lso he uses pipes like a glant slide

for the coal on its way down. coal used to slide pretty good on them, that would
save a lot of work. |

...My uncle says, 'You'll be sacked,' 'That's all right,' I says,'I'll take the
blame for it.' I wasn't particularly worried, sacked or not, because I could

pick up a job any place. But he was an older man and I suppose he was...these pipes,
the company never used to take them out, they used to buy new ones all the time,
they had a man here who made the pipes, Weatherbee. They used to buy them from hin,
they could buy them from him cheaper than they could make them themselves. They
had a man out there at the blacksmith shop making pipes for them and it used to
cost them pretty near twice as much....Well, these pipes that they put up these
heads, they never bothered taking them down anyway, so... no harm in using it.
Q.Did they agree with you on that? A.No, they...the boss came over a couple of
days after and he seen this, much more coal coming out, let us go ahead, .

they all started it then....All my uncle had to do was dig the coal and shovel

it on these pans, they'd come down and ...they had these guineas, they were small
boxes, they used to take three of them for a ton of coal. Lginney]s....

You shoved that three, four hundred feet and dump it into a chute. And these two
men used to be together, the best they could get out was thitty of these ginneys a
day. They'd be played out, they could hardly walk out the levels. Their legs
would give out, see. One man would be on a ginney till 11 0'clock, then the other
fellow would take over. He'd be done at 2 o'clock. By putting the young man on,

his legs wouldn't give out, see? They'd be just as fresh | .. | Never bothered me.
No. I Aidn't feel a bit tired, not as tired as I did coming down and pulling
the rag....Now, on steel sheets, walking on steel sheets, it's not that easy
walking.

Q.Was this mostly in No. 2 mine? A.No, I started in No. 3 first. And it caught
fire and--togk fire there in 1907--and they double-shifted No.2, and they put
the men in Ho.2. Well, then they started that No.3 mine again, after a couple
of years. And some of us went back then. But after that it caught fire in the
pipe slope, you see it's about six hundred feet down, they put so much water
down there, they never thought it would go any lower. Take an awful lot of
pumping to pump that out....It was the old timber that caught fire. See, they
had steam pumps then, one time,...and about sixty pounds of pressure in her.
Used to run them pumps on steam, you see. When this Dominion Coal Company

took over, they took the steam all out. They'd built an air compressor outside,
gng they used ?o compress their alr, and run everything by compressed air.
<.Which would have been better, I suppose? A. Oh, it was a lot better, a lot cooler.



4.Do you remember anything about the early managers of the mine, like J.7.Cowans?
A.Oh, J.R.Cowans, he owned the mine.

d.7hat did you think of him? ...He owned the mine, and then there was Chris
rlargreaves.

.He was the underground manager, wasn't he? A.No, he was the general manager.
They sent to England for him. He come from England....He'd come down the mine
every day....0h yes, he was a nice, old fellow....Well, you =ee, in the early
days, you wouldn't get a raise, you had to go and see hin, You wouldn't

go in a crawl L?], you know....I went down to see him one day for a raise,

I was only getting 61 cents....Oh, he says to me, said, "You're pretty small,"
and he took and picked me up, put me on the desk, and I said, "The money's

pretty small, too." Oh, he says, "Alright," andi he wrote me out a paper, he

saidq, "You go and take this up to the timekeeper, ..." Oh, he give me ten cents
more, or come to 73 cents altogether--paid a percentage, 22 per cent....

1.50 you were pald a percentage over and above your previous rate? A....30 I

got 73 cenks.

J.Were most of the boys paid a datal rate? A. ‘They all got paid day's pay,
yes. Only them that on the coal got paid by the ton. They got fifty cents a
ton....After they changed around, they put a young man with an old man, and

they come up about five tons a day for each man.

.50 you were saying they used to have two old men working together, and then
whem Dominion Coal came in, everything changed? And that really made a difference?
A.You see, it:.was too heavy a work for an old man, pushing and shoving and loading
them ginneys. Push it out about three hundred feet....3ut a young man, it wouldn't
particularly bother him.

Q.What older man were you working with? A.He was about, I'd say, around 55, and

I was 21.

R.Did you get on pretty well together? A.Oh yes, we got on together.

Q.Do you remember what his name was? A.Luke, Luke Casey.

Q.Was he a relative of yours? A.Uncle....I wasn't supposed to go with him, but he
asked the boss, let me go in with him. See, that Lseam] was only four feet high
there, you see, and you take a big man in there, you had your road laid, and you
had your timber up, and you...you didn't have more than three feet height....

And a big man was--it would be pretty hard on him, because it would scrape the
skin off his back.

?.¥as it hard on you? A.No, no....I wasn't too tall...

d.You had about three feet of working space? A.Four feet,...while you was working
pushing out your box, or your ginney, you were laying the road down, and that took
up four or five inches, and then your booms took up another four or five inches.
That's all the height you had.

Q.Sounds like you'd get a sore back, stooping over all the time. A.,No, never bothered

me.
4.Di1 it bother other people? A.Some of them used to have sore backs, but I didn't.
1.Do you remember anything about the big strike from 1909-11 and when the U#i{ first
came into Springhill? A.I remember them trying to come in, I believe it was 1908,
...They had about 10,000 men in the union in Nova Scotia.

J.7ere you in favour of the UMW at that time, or were you in favour of the PWA?
A.Oh, no, I didn't belong to any...I didn't Join the PWA at all. Oh, no, I didn't

belong to any...Well, you didn't have to under 16, but even after 16, I never joined

it. They didn't force you to.

Q.Did you have an opinion about it? Did you think the UMW was wrong to come in? A,
No, it's not that at all. But they didn't win out anyway....'Cause, you see, they
were bringing them in by the boatload in Cape Breton. 'Course the men they bring
in here, they--the men in 'the UMW would take them out, and camps there--they'd put
them in, and they'd say, "Stay here awhile and we'll let you get out.”

...They're wasn't many here that was working, strikebreakers you call then,
couldn't go, in here. It's all different work altogether here, you see, it's all
hand-pick work. There was a lot here who couldn't make their salt. It's the

way you work this coal.

4.You need to be pretty skilled to do it? A.Yeah. After the 1891 they wasn't allowed

to shoot in Springhill, see.
<2.Not much powder in the mine? A.No powder in the mine.
Q.50 that made it a lot harder for the strikebreakers? A.Yes.

..3ee, this coal here, especially in No.2, it run in big lumps , and you couldn't
Just pick the coal out and get any amount of coal,you see, because you had to know
Just how to do it, You had to go in behind the lump, you had to...maybe work an
hour or so, get a little soft place maybe about that wide, dig right in till you
got to the back of it, like that lump glead??] would be maybe five or six feet
thick. And when you got to the back of that, you got ten or twelve foot prop,

3%

and three or four men would get on to it, and pull on it, and pull it out. You couldn't

break that lump in the face, you had to pull it away from the face,...it would break

easy after 1t goes out, you see....Some places you'd have to mine underneath, you
couldn't do it...You had to watch your.,...

4.7o you remember how much money you received from the United Mine {orkers during
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that big strike? A.They spent a million and a half dollars in Nova Scotia.
Q.How much money would each man receive? A,Bach man would receive two dollars

a week, and his wife got a dollar, and each child got fifty cents.

Q.7as that pretty good money? A.It was then. We got forty-four dollars at

our place, per month....It wasn't too bad. Ang they provided the hard wood

and every three months they'd give you what they call a clothing order,

Q.How 0l4 were you in 1909? A,19 when we come on strike, I think.

2.Y0U were still living with your family? A.Yeah...,

d.Was it g fairly exciting time or was it a quiet time? A.Oh, it was quiet around
heré....Anybody could go outside and work, you know, at different...A lot of men
went to Joggins, coal mining, they worked there, they...shipped coal in blg quantities
there. And a lot of our men went down there. And they still got their orders up
here. 4nd the union. Some of the boys got a plaster quarry, they had a plaster
quarry going up in iMaccan, ang they had the shoe factory going in Amherst,

and they had Rhodes and Curry--they had a big lumbering business up there, building
cars and box cars and everything--they worked up there, a whole bunch of them.
4.D1d you work there? A.Yeah, I worked at all thenm things.

J.7hat diq you think of that compared to coal mining? A.dell, it wasn't hard

work, but there were long hours--you had to Wwork ten nours up there,

d.In the coal mine how long 4id you work? A.¥We only workeq elght....seven sometines.
2.Did the company agree with this? A.As long as the coal got out, they didn't

mind. Of course the mines used to hoist from seven o'clock in the morning until
half-past five, see. Some of the boys had to stay ten hours, them that was chain
runners and all them fellows. They all worked ten hours, 3But anybody that was
shovelling down coal or loading or miners...they'd come home at about three o'clock.
J.30 when you went to Wwork at Rhodes Curry, how did people think about you there?
Were the workers at Rhodes Curry a little bit worried that the miners might take
all their jobs? A.They didn'+t think we was doing right by being on strike up there,
cause they had no union....They were working for awful small pay up there.

.50 you don't think they were very strong union men? A.No,

<.Later on they were. 4.0h, later on, yes. 411 We got up there was $1.35 a day.
Amherst.

«.01id many of the niners work during the strike? A.Oh, quite a few of them

worked around.

R.Did many of the miners go ailong way away during the strike? A.Well, some of

them went out west and stayed out there, Some of them were killed out there.

-+.But you see, there was a lot of men left here in the 1920s, when the No.2

mine started to bump and...a lot of them left,

<.But up until 1920 most of the men were staying around Springhill? A.Yeah. After
1891, mine explosion, they were short of men--and they sent men up to New Brunswick
and they come down with a hundred, I think a hundred men down and...they hired then
all,

<€.50 they brought in a lot of New Brunswick men after the '91 explosion. A.They had
a lot of New Brunswick men, yeah. A lot of them used to work in the mills, some of
them never had no Jobs at all, Just worked on the farms, you know....

1.And from what you were saying, it must have taken a long time before those men
becime real miners, A.Yeah, you hal to work there 2 long while before you got used
to it,

J.How long A4id it take you to becone a =killed miner? 4.0h, it didn't take ne wvery
long...

d.Then did you get_your papers? A.Well, you could get your papers before you start
mining. Cot Lfirst] papers and then you were Supposed to work a year with a miner,
experienced miner, before you got the second. But they didn't do that...they didn't
give me papers before I started to work at all in the coal mines...,

d.7When did you become 3 full-fledged miner in your own opinion? A.dell, that was a
couple of years....But You see the difference is the coal there, the seam of coal
that I started in, that was a...the North Slope, No.3 Mine they called it, they had
a top seam and a bottom seam. I started in the bottom ~ean. They didn't do too

much work on the ton seam, because thit coal was awful hard. You'q only go in far
enough for alrways. Two men could only dig two boxes of coal a day there. It's that
hard,

2.You're not going to get too rich...A.No. ‘Yell, they put thenm on day's pay, 22.44 a
day. And where we was working, one man could dig as much goal as two men could
load., It was soft, you see. (oal was soft. It was a matter of getting it out.

.90 how much would you h:ive been making as you got to be a coal miner? A.7ell, we
was making all the way from 33.00 to 35.00 a day.

2.retiy good money for the time. A4.0h yes, it was good money then.

1.The company always said you were making such good money, why complain all the time?
"hy 2ll the =trike«? A.Well, you see, the company used to have--whenever You was out on
strike or wanteqd more money, they'd tell you how much coal You was producing. They'd tell
you was only producing one or two tone pPer man. ‘“ell, they were figuring in all the
officials and 311 whole | duffs?’] that they hag in, you =ee....

4.dasn't there an issue called "local stone" as well? 4 .Jell, some places, they hadq
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local stone, and other places they hadn't any stone at all.

J.7as that ever a problem with you? A,Oh, no, I used to pick it out. We were supposed
to pick it out anyway. But there was some fine stone that you couldn't get out, see?
...They'd get after you about that. But then they put in a washing plant, they used
to wash that right out, you see.

Q.Do you remember any strikes about local stone before the big strike of 19097 A.Well,
the miners wanted pay for the local stone. They got paid for local stone in tight work,
they wanted to get paid for it in pillars. Company didn't want to pay it, there,
local stone in pillars. You never got paid for it.

2.D0 you think the men were right or the company? A.Well, I don't know. You could...
at local stone, if you worked it right, you could get that local stone out without
mixing it up with the coal, anyway. I used to take that off first and shovel it

away.

2.50 1t wasn't much problem for you? A.No. But other men wouldn't care, they'd Jjust
pull away at it, and let it all go together, all rolled up together. Well, it's
pretty hard to pick it out.

d.That fits with what you were saying earlier, about miners' work being pretty
skilled, and some men hiving a hard time picking it up....0id you leave home at

a certain point and set up on your own? A.No, I always stayed.

4.After the strike, you went back to work in the mines. Did it make a lot of
difference when the new company came in? A.No, it was better for the company hands.
The company hands all got the same pay. They had different rates under Cowan--
sixty cents, seventy cents, eighty cents, ninety cents, a dollar. Well, this _
Dominion Coal Company paid them all $1.52. And your company hands are men... ? |

But the miners got cut, they lost 12 per cent.

<.I bet the miners weren't too plaased with that. A.No, they weren't.

d.Maybe among the workers there were some workers who thought that would be a

good thing and some who thought it was a bad thing. A.Yes.

Q.Was there ever an argument in the union about whether the miners should be

getting this cut? A.Oh yes, they were arguing all the time....0Oh, the miners of
Springhill got better conditions after the big strike, because they had some

hard places, you know, and different sections of the mines, and they wasn't making
much, so there was five hundred that put in their resignation to quit after the

big strike, you know, so the big boss came up from Cape Breton to find out what

was wrong, D.H.lichougall, and there was places on the west side of No.3 that was
pretty hard,you'd could get three-four boxes of coal a day and manager wouldn't

pay them any consideration. Oh, he comes along and says, "Well, we'll pay a

dollar eighty or something a yard, he glves us five dollars a yard, so much more

a ton...

<.4uite an increase. A.Yeah. So the men were satisfied, they made a fair wage, and
the men staved. These fellows, these officials that belong here, they were the bunch
from Cowan. No...Some of these hard places, they'd get so bad, once they got through
that, it was alright. It was like the pay, see. You'd strike in hard places.

4.01d you ever work in a hard place like that? A.Yes, [ did....You couldn't get the
same amount of coal, you see....Coal was stuck on the bottom....S0ome of the bench
would get pretty hard, you know. Sometines there'd be stone in it. You'd have to
take that up. But sometines those badds Lof stone |--you'd go for a little way,

maybe a hundred feet, and you'd be all out of it, you see?

Q.Were you here during the First World War? Springhlll was a patriotic place, was it
not? A.First Vorld War, there was a lot of them signed on, well...They had a military
board...at that time, they told us, they wouldn't take no more from the mines.

They even sent to England, sent some men back from England to work in the mines.
They had quite a job to get them.

d.3ecause they thought mine production was so important?...A.Yes. Well, you see,
they was bunkering ships in Halifax, there.

Q.They needed all the coal they could get? A.Well, they used to come around and try
to get you to load a box or two more a day if you could, you see.

W.There was a strike during the war about the jermans in the mine? Do you remember
that? A.Oh yes, there were Germans, Austrians, all different nationalities.

.What did the other workers think about them being in the mine during the war?
A.Well, they got along pretty godd with them for awhile. It was quite a while before
they got on to them. A lot of them used to work on the  coal--they used to do company
work and shift work and something like that....

[On the strike during the First World War]...we was pretty well acquainted with thenm
fellows, we didft think they'd do any harm, but...There was a lot of them thought they
would, ...iell,...they didn't want them...to have our kind o* a lamp, you see,

these lamps that we had, you could open them, see.

d.Were there a lot of immigrants here?...[ general answer then: | When they first
started longwall, the company had brought in fifty men, I think, from Scotland,

to start longwall, and they wanted more men--I don t know what tkey wanted more

men for, because they had all the men they needed.

2.Yhen 'did the company start longwall? A.I believe they started longwall in 1923.

d.What did the men think about that? Did they like it? A.iell, not that they liked
it, wut they had to do it, I guess. They recommended it. , d
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Q.Do you remember a man called Seaman Terris? A,Oh, Seaman, yes. He was a socialist
too....

Q.They had quite a rdle to play in the union? A.Yes....

Q.How long did you support your mother after your father died? A.iWell, she
died in 1956...

.. .0f course she got compensation, didn't amount too much....the compensation
board of Halifax, there. They paid at that time thirty dollars....that was
pretty small, even then. Even 1921, the cost of living wasn't that small.

37

I'red Casey's slster told me that after his father died, Fred struggled very
hard to look after the place--all the animals--chickens, cows. etc.

It was very hard to take care of the farm and mine at the same tinme.

He never married, but took care of his family.

| Casey seems to be a good example of how an accident in the pit
can condemn future generations as well as ruin the present one.]
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I was quite awhile..I didn't want to go in the longwall, I'd sooner work tight work.
Of course, tight work was more liable to bump than longwall, at that time. But I
worked on the tight work as long as I could. Two men worked together.
d.7as there quite a bit of tight work even after they'd brought in the longwall
system? A.Oh yes. They'd keep driving levels and heads, you know.
d.And you'd really rather do that? A.Yeah.
d.Was there less supervision under tight work? A.Yeah. Two men worked together.
.50 you wouldn't be bossed as much? A.0h well, the boss never used to come
around much anyway, in longwall or anywhere. You got paid for the ton, anyhow.
S0 much for your timbering.... The first longwall I worked in, they drove that
level in, the 8100 they called it, drove that in, and I went in that wall after
it was drove in, that level went in a mile and a half or a little better,
and we started in there, longwall., We had local stone in there, that was quite
a problem. After we got tlear of that, we had all coal. It wasn't much of a
problem. There was some hard places in that wall, they used to pay us for hard
bench, you know. And then you'd shovel coal away into the pan, if it was over
ten feet, they'd pay you a dollar ten per man to shovel it out...
Q.I've heard men complain about being on the dead shift,where all you had to do
is shift pans a lot. There was a lot of work involved in that, wasn't there?
A.Yeah. We done that on the 11 o'clock shift....They was pretty heavy, them pans,
to shift. All steel, about twelve feet long.
Q.Can you tell me what kind of things you did when you were'nt working? What kind
of things did you do for fun? A.We never had too much tine.
Q.Dsd you ever play any sports?
LCasey breaks down at this point]

A.There was always something to do.

<.You liked Springhill? A.Oh yes, I lkked Springhill.

Q .What was it like at school? A.Oh, it wasn't too bad going to school. I'liked it,
going to school. Then you'd get up to a certain grade, you should do something
else, see?

4.Is that what everybody did? A.lost of them, around here....

4.Did you learn anything at school that was useful later on? A.No, not very much.
Read and write and figure a few figures.

Q.When did your father stop working? A.Well, he was killed in 1921. Killed in the
mines....

4.Did you have a hard time making ends meet? A.Well, we struggled along.

4,7ell, I guess it was all work, whatever you done.

d.Were you ever a member of any clubs? A.Well, I did bvelong to the CiiBA at one tiae.
«..I wasn't in it very long. There was a felllow coming along here selling life
insurance....Bunch of them get together, and get into big arguments....

I didn't think much of that.

2.You weee a Catholic?...Was there much religious feeling in Springhill between
Protestants and Catholics? A.Oh no, they'd all get along together.

Q.Di? people take politics pretty seriously? A.Oh, they'd argue about that one, I'll
tell you.

4.Were you strongly interested? A.Well, the first vote I had was in 1911, Liberals
and the Conservatives had an election that year. And before that, the Conservatives
were in before that--they had surveyed a railroad from River Phillip right through
to Athol, this railroad was supposed to run on North Street, go down that way,

right through to Athol. That would mean the railway was running through the town.
The Conservatives said all the engineering done and all the sleepers laid for the
rails to go on, and when the election was over, the Liberals went in--that was the
time Wilfred Laurier was elected--that was all scrapped....

«.dere you active in politics? A.No, it didn't matter to me....They told me I was

a socialist.

J.ere you a socialist? A.No, they used to call .me that.

4.There were socilalists in Soringhill? A.I used to say there was no difference between
the two | Liberals and Conservatives].

Q.There were some socialists in Springhill, weren't there? A.Oh yes.

3.014 you know any of them? A.Jules lLavemne, he was a socialist, one time....

4.Did you 1like him? A.OH, yes, he was a friend here.

4.What did most people think? A.7ell, he didn't get along too good here, because
there wasn't many socialists around, anyway.

d.Why was that? A.Well, a lot of these come from Belgium and them places....They
wanted to do away with religion and everything.

w.eople would think that was going too far? A.Coing t T y .
| P golng olng too ar;mﬂ.md.,ke, »)p_aﬂ\.
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