




anua , 195 

' ca" Dorothy, 

: y bool{- soo le have been una le to find 
,mother copy of nyo•s biography of .;,ir John entt-.o h , nnd 
so I st acce t y vory kind offer to let .o keep t he copy 
hieh uelo eel t o you . I enclose a ' r::oney o der for 25 . 
y ble in U.. • f'-1.mds, ,;. "ic will I ·10 .,e cover tl o coot o:f 

anot 1e cow .for yo• ... olf whonevt,r you l ve the o 1,.,.,unity . 

ve keel ,as ..-. ge to Bu lan to s d 
t o months over t. ore. I ' ve en overt.ror ki.n:; ,yself' fox- yrors 
nd .at. t ho end of .:mot r uin.ter' s labor I li.iuot l ve a lone 

b ook . . 1 ver l s 11 spe so ti.r:e n •. ngla t · 7 to 
locat e 0 ol sive 1 ttei--s of f rnnces . 

I r· te tnis n t h a sea ga o h0t11int.> about t 1e house and 
flinr;:inc roin .:i,eainst t 1e t.ri. o m. . .o s :r 1ere on t hJ.s 

rt or t e coo.st , and •ve en able to get outdooi•o for 
t ro r t' roo hours' exerci se aL.ost everJ afternoon since 
Chr istlr:as . 

y besi, sl oo to you , and to 
then~ yea • 

r .. ot i: er o...l'l<l fat er , or 
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, and that you feel 

cat.ion of ruri~ -<; • s , s 
:1.r.1por'k1.nt to nw nurr tive. .Also I 

-::· =·~ry.1 J::-..r.nr->c1ir s 1 -..i.ng ar:1 IYS't th r th.r.ngs t ho 1...'11{1 s 
.-s of the land in dot.oil; . and I got n e ch!-' :-ts of' th 
Pa..,...,.,sm:r,xL 1 ar•bo ",. ,hnl'!r; c.etail of iratei• dcpt,hs • tidal 

"s aco.111 fcr,:>t·tUla"'c tn r ,; uide · 8. F'l"s . Gertr-1.1cle. Hamn who kne11 
cC the regioo. ~.n a,.-, old truck ( most useful in traveling . the 

he hmba.ntl took 11 .... to t e site of t•·entworth f-!oi se , and 
a: ol Govor-.-io:t•1s - cd end 

rocm" · ( thw..:ich you or 
~cially ~T!,,.;ntw01 .. th ts Lake , 

volumco ; 
i!ayo ts "" o 

tirics . 

,., i:nc-es 

my book you .1ill 
royal b ~. nt ·::tridsor 

.. . 



On page 112 or my book I make mention of Mount · light and the g:tent pine 
that stood 'l.:,.pon it, and I have .J ctmnie remarld.ng that the tree "shall stand as 
l.ong as I live • .n 'J.'his tree actual.ly stooo until the year ( 1820) he died . 
His death OCCUlT8d in lpriJ... T t summer during a thundet-stom a bolt of 
lightning struck the great tree and destl'OYed it. And on September 12 of the 
sarr.e yoo,r h1s f ormer mansion at olteboroo J , nwentworth House" wa.s itself 
destroYL"<l by fire . triple coincidence ..,._ or f ate., would yt,t1 say? 

huch as I tried, I was unable to .find~ detail or t he birth of Paul Wentworth. 
Joun We11twarth mentioned Paul il'l his lett ers as n fl:-iend and ld.nsmantt . rold 
there is evidence that aul was helped in establishing h~l£ as a mei-chlmt 1n 
New F..a.m hire y J ohm ir~ ts father !· rk . I f oond somewhere a hint that Paul w~e 
possibly an illegitimate chi.la of tbe Wentworth clan. certainly r etained a. 
deep irrtei•es in New l:lampehire a.11 his life, most of which was lived abt-tad. 
He died on his estate in Surinam, December 1'793, bequerithing his whole property 
to t .iel Wentt;yorth w wbom he called h · nephet-1 and had adopted. as his son . 
Nathaniel ha , Gpent his lite :1Jl the i est Indies and was poss1.b4' an illegit~te 
soo of Paul's . On Paul.1s death., nat., aniel •conv-erted prqper:ty, into 
eash and took ship or the •fest di.an iala.Yld on which he had lived l'llOOt of 
his J j f o . The ship 1:1as wre¢ked vJ'ld 1-ost with all on boi:~rd exe;ept. a y, who 
lived t o tell t he· .Jlid;ia tale. There were tales that t e cr ew had mutinied and 
I!Illrde · ell · cthani for i$ monlD"J. but these were nevei- proved. Rawev$". 8Qne 
portion of aul•s. estate :remained in Surinam.. From it an annuity was :paid to 
Sa.rah We:ntwort.h Apthorp, who died :iJl. 1820, and then to Elizabeth Apt.harp. who 
died single in r!assachusetts in 184.5. Actual~ the ann:u.i.t-y bad ceased in 1842. 
In 1854 Sarah pt.horp , daughter or George Apt horp ,, went to S·un.:nar.1 to find out 
why. She diexl there in tbct same year , aged 52. '.Nothing ore seems to be known. 
To l!tY- mind w Wentworth . rron1 what we kn~r of i m. as mre o£ t e :iost. re, ... 
rurkable chru.'-aeters or t ne 18t l eentu..""Y, and one could fill in the blaru< spots 
he w , ke an exeel"L~nt subject f.or a book. 

And no1il'. to C : ge t e su .)ject , yo-u ~1ce to 11).") that you knew the story Of 
Saint Aspinquid o£ A.gamontieus . Will you. tell me nOW" , please? l ask because 
the Indians of ?Jova Scot$.a, under the diJ/tection Of their chiefs and apparently 
t ho Fren-ch Catholic missionaries , cslobr-lted every spr:l.ng on a de.y devoted to 
Saint Asp uid . 'i'he last ceJ..<;jbX-ation took place in Ha]j.fax di.iring t he Amer ican 
Revolutioo,. when sane white guests at the feast hoisted the Stars and Stripes 
and :a<le 'ihat were eonsi· e;." . seditious s-,veeehes . T_ e 1:Iov-~ otia gCM:1r11ment. 
forbade any further celo'brat.ions of tbe re t of Saint Aspinquid. Hence I 
have : a,ys been curiot,s about its origin . 

Wit_. all good $hes , 



Dr. Dorolhy M. Vaughan 
Librarian 

Jnrtnmnutq Juhlir 1£thruru 
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

'f- 1t:no . \ \~o 
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J~nuary 6 , 1973 

~y dear Miss Vaughan, 
• 

I am delighted to get your 
card with its very kind note about •aovernor' s 
Lady". 

The cloth-bound edition is ou.t of print , but the 
b(?ok still sells well in the pape_rback edition 
ln the United States and Canada. 

) 

Fro1n time to time I get fan mail from readers , 
and other letters enquiring _about particular 
people and places mentioned in tbe book. All 
express their interest and pleasure 1n the book. 

At the present time I am engaged in writing my 
memoirs . I have reached an age when various 
archive , universities , libraries. and other 
institutions are asking me to donate or bequeath 
my ma.nu cr1pts. correspondence . diaries and other 
papers . 

I have not yet decided where they shall go• indeed 
' I am using them to c,ompile my memoirs , to go along 
wl th them. I f any :future students of North Amer- -
lean literature are sufficiently curious , they 
can read what I had1 to say ~bo1Jt myself - - and 
then check me out through the diaries and corres-
pondence . 

Natui;ally I shall include in these memoirs my 
researches for "The Governor ' s Lady" in Nova 
Scotia , New Hampshire ,. and England , and the kind-
ness and assistance of yourself , so generously 
given. and so valuable to the finished work . 

A Canadian publisher wants to print the memoirs 
but I ' m ,iot convinced that my life and labours are 
all that interesting to the general public . My 
seventeen books can speak for themselves . 

With every good wish for 1973 , and my very deep 
appreciation, 



... 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
STATE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

7 1 SOUTH FRUIT STR EET , CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 0330 1 

JO HN C. PERRY , Chairman 
2 6 Court Street 

EVE RETT L. BU RNS 
R.F.D. # 2 

RO BERT J . COLLINS 
Worthley Road 
Bedford, N.H. 03102 

DAVID Y. TAYLO R 
P.O. Box 88 

DR . DOROTHY M. VAUGHAN 
20 2 Summer Street 
Portsmouth , N.H. 03801 Kee ne, N.H. 03431 Concord , N.H. 03301 

Ivly dear Friend; 

Kearsarge, N.H . 038 47 

202 Summer Street 
Portsmouth, N. H. 

03801 
January 4, 1978 

It has been a long time since we've been in 
contact •• too long, I expect. Many things have been 
happening here and I'm sure you have seen many things 
change . 

I am writing because I think you can help me 
with some Wentworth research. Recently a large oil 
painting of Sir Thom.as Wentworth,Earl of Strafford 
( copy of the Van Dyke painting) has returned to Ports-
mouth. It was in 1878 in the Gov. Benning Wentworth 
mansion at Little Harbor • . In recent years it has been 
in Duxbury, Mass. 

Apparently it was left in the mansion when 
the 2nd Martha Wentworth ( who had married her cousin 
John( son of Thomas the Governor's brother) left for 
England.The mansion passed into the Shea.fe family and 
then to the Cushings, finally to the Israels and the 
painting has been in the hands of an Israel descen-
dent. 

It was sent to the Portsmouth Athenaeum and the 
Directors didn't know what to do with it, so I asked 
for it .for the Thomas Wentworth house, now known as 
the Wentworth-Gardner house. I'm a Directe r there . S9 
Sir Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, will finally 
come to roost in the lovely home of a descendant of 
the same name. 

In the Wentworth Genealogy by John Wentworth of 
Chic..ago, Vol. 1, p • . 552, under th€ account of Charles 
Mary Wentworth ' s will it states that he left all the 
family papers, pictures, portraits ete. includi ng the 
Van Dyke painting of Sir Thomas to a grand-daughter 
of his mother's sister, Mrs. Charles Gore; also the 
estate called Rockingham Lodge, which had belonged 
to the Duke of Kent . Now, can you tell me if that 
painting is still at the Lodge, or if' it is~ museum 
or the ·Gover~nt House in Halifax/ I'm sure you can 
help me. I rec all you telling me a bout the Prince's 
Lodge a. t Bedford Basin. I would just love to know 
about the originalof Sir Thomas Wentworth. Ours is 
in poor shape but can be restor~d . b// J., .. I (A ~ 

Very truly yours, 11"1-•·"6-..f:11~ YvVJJ I 
1/t~~ 



January 9 , 1978 

I ' m dellghted to hear .from you again , and 
to know t hat you are, still active in historical matters in 
New Hampshire . I often think of your kindness when I was doing 
research for "'The Governor ' s Lady" there . 

With r egard t o Mrs . Charle~ Gore , who inherited most of the 
belongings of Charles Mary Wentworth , includedg the house and 
ground s known as Prtnce ' s Lodge , near Halifax N.s. The lodge · 
was built by Prince Edward , Duke of Kent , about the year 1795 , 
when he was commanding the British troops in~~~va Scotia . It was 
a rambl i ng wooden structure on a wooded knol~ verlooking Bedford 
Bas in , the northern extension of Halifax harbour. 

When Prince Fdward and his French mistress Madame St. Laurent 
departed for England in the summer of 1800 , the lodge became the 
s ummer home of Sir John and Lady Frances Wentworth . The Wentworths 
t hemselves removed to ngland in 1810 , and after that the lodge 
remain?d closed and shutte·red , tr,ra.dually fall i ng into• dec~y . 

Mrs . Catherine Grace Frances Gore ( nee Moody) was the favourite 
niece of Lady Frances Wentworth . After the death of Lady Went-
worth ' s son , Charles Mary , in 1844 , the Prince ' s Lodge property 
passed into the hands of Mrs . Gore , but s he never came to Nova 
Scotia and mad e no attempt to put it 1n repair. When she died in 
1861 her s on sold the ruins and the site to Halifax people . Nothing 
remains today but the Prince ' s bandstand , preserved by the Historic 
Sites and ~numents Board . The furniture and other contents of 
the lodge seem to have been sold and removed by Charles Mary ' s 
a ent some t.ime prior to 1844 , probably in the 1820 ' s . 

Mr s . Gore wa s too busy writing her novels and plays to bother with ' 
anything so far from her English desk as Prince ' s Lodge . My gues~ 
is that the original Van Dyke portrait of Sir Thomas Webtworth 
remained in •the possession of Mrs , Gore until her death , and was 
then sold in England by her son. 

I am now retired, and alone since my wife ' s death in 1975. After 
much trouble with my eyes (cataracts) I am now recovering from 
two operations , and gettin used to the new thick lenses ~f my 
glasses . 

As you probably know , Doubleday ' s casebound edition of "The Gover-
nor ' s Lady" has been out of print for many years . Popular Li brary 
kept it in print in paperback until about 1970 , and since then I ' ve 
had a long hassle to get a formal reWersion of the publishi ng r i ghts . 
I have just received it , and during the next year or two my 
Canadian publishers , McClelland & St ewart of Toronto , will bri ng 
it out agai n i n their paperback New Canad~an Library . 

With all good wishes , 



January 9 ,1978 

/ 
Dear Mi--s~ Vau han1 / 

··-... I 
··-.........__ / \ --..... I 'm delighted to hea.r from you a~ain, and to 

know that you ar~ s;tJll active in the State Historical Commission. 
I often think of Y,,c:Sur ' kindness when I was researching for "The 
Governor ' s Lady" •/ "----. 

// .... ... 

W.ith regard to/ M.rs. Charles Gore, who ,inherit ed the belongings• 
of Charles Ma.,ry WENTWORTH 

/I 

I 
/ 

I I 



My dear Mr . Radall; 

202 Summer Street 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
January 31, 1978 

'rhank you s o much for your prompt 
and intere sting reply to my inquiry regarding the paint- . 
ing of Sir Thomas Wentworth dictating to his secre tary, ~ · 
painted by Van Dyke . 

I h ave ma de a s tart l ing dis covery 
and want to shar e it with you. I n a r ec en book "Si r 
Thomas Wentworth" by c. V. Wedgewood, pub1 s ed by Mac -
Millan in 1962, I find a reproduc t ion of that pa inting 
{ which we have a copy of) and it i s said t o b e owned 
by the E rl F' i tzwilliam. 

The painting we ha ve i s j us t like 
the one in t he book, a n d I am told i t h as the s i gnature 
B. Walker on it. We can 't locate an Americ an artist with 
tha t name s o feel that it may b e , or m~ t be British. 
We don't know how this copy go t in t he Gov. Benn i ng Went-
worth mansion, but it was there in 1872 . 

We are having our pa int ir.g res tored 
and it will hang in the Thomas Wentworth hous e in this 
c ity, wh ich is known as the Wentworth- Gor dner hous e . You 
may r Emember seeing it; it i s on the .water - front and is 
ver y lovely. It wa s the home of Gov . John ' s younger bro-
t h er. I was interested in what you wrote 
about Ca therine Grace Frances Gore. Don ' t you suppose 
a t h er death her son sold it to the Fitzwilliam f amily? 
Sound s r easonable, doesn ' t it? 

From your research did you find that 
Charle s Mary was a " qu e er" ? We h ave a colored mini ature 
of h im in the Athenaeum, done shortly before his death 
and h e looks wild and sort of weird! He h ad red hair and 
mustache.I a lso h av e a copy of a very h andsome miniature 
of him as a young man. He was very charming and sweet in 
tha t pose. Didn't F'rance s t h ink h e was be autiful? I get 
tha t impressi on. 

By the way h eve y ou read Mollie Gillin's 
book THE PRI NCE AND HI S LADY? I found i t inter~ting . 
Sh e Spys there i s no proof Frances was a Lady in waiting 
wh a t do yo u t h ink . ?I am delighted tha t the GOVERNOR' S 
LADY will come out in paper back. I t will h ave a good 
sale in Port smouth. We all love itJ 

I h a d heard that Mrs. Raddall had 
passed away f rom a young Dr. Duncan and his wife f rom 
Ha lifax ; they were visiting one of our old houses . I am 
very sorry and know how l onely you must be. I've lost 
my mother and my broth r who made his home with me, s o 
I am alone, except for a tiger cat . 

It was great to hear from you; do wr it e again 
Cordial ly, 

G ~\¼ , \/~~ . 
-)fo: 4-P v\,t.,r ~Y w1-~ Q tJOJJ\.~ -



THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA 

• 

l 
PURCH AS ER'S RECE I PT 

FOR 

BANK MONEY O RDER 

N~ 26-8 690140 

DETACH AND RETAIN. IN THE EVENT OF LOSS OF 
THE CORRESPOND/NG MONEY ORDER THE BRANCH 
OF THE BANK AT WHICH THE PURCHASER OB-
TAINED THE MONEY ORDER WILL , ON SURRENDER 
OF THIS SLIP ANO ON RECEIPT OF A SATISFACTORY 
GUARANTEE, REFUND THE AMOUNT OF THE ORDER 
TO THE PURCHASER. 
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