





Jamuary 8th, 1958

Dear Dorothy,

Iy book-shop people have been unable to find
another copy of “ayo's blography of Sir John “entworth, and
so I must accept your very kind offer to let me keep the copy
which belonged to you. I enclose a bank money order for $25,
payable in U.5. funds, which will I hope cover the cost of
another copy for yourself whenever you have the opportunity.

"y book is growing slowly. As always with a historical novel
for which I've made such careful research, the difficulty is
to keep the history in the background where it belongs. It
has an insistent habit of intruding on the story itself !

I find nyself writing paragraphs and sometimes whole pages

of historical detall which has little or nothing to do with
the story{ which indeed only impedes its flow) simply because
I'm fascinate! with it. Unfortunately it wouldn' fascinate
the average reader. The problem of the historical novelist
who has an honest regard for fact is to tell a tale that
will be interesting in itself and at the same time true to
the period and the people who lived in it. Jut I've said all
this before, on those plescant walks and drives in Portsmouth.

I have booked passage to Europe in April and I plan to spend
two months over there. I've been overworking uyself for years
andattheaﬂofamtheruiuter'slaborImuathaveslmg

break. ‘owever I shall spend somg time in England trying to

locate the elusive letters of Lady rances.

I write this with a sea gale howling about the house and
flinging rein against the windows. lo snow anywhere on this .
part of the coast, and T've been able to get outdoors for
two or three hours' exercise almost every afternoon since
Christmas.

'y best wishes to you, and to your mother and father, for
the new year.

“"iss Dorothy Vaughan
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July 6, 1960

T4 sure you will be delighted to know
thet iy bodk, *Tho Governor's Lady®, hes won the Dowbloday
Cenadian Lovel fuard of $10,000, : |
Publicotion hus besn sel for mext Septeuber 9th, and the -
bool: will appenr sirmliancousiy in the United States and
Cemada. Publication % Dritain, by the Collins peosle,
will follou uexi goars | »

“hom the book uppears in September it will be axactly
tmmrsmutmw;mzw;amm

research, Actually I fintshed the mamseript in 1959,
but scee cuthing uas requived, dod a8 o yecult St wes
Wmmmmmmwm the pube

lishing seascm. .

1

Tue jecket illustretion will be a Zodachrome copy of
the portreit by Copley, peinted when Fremcss was the wife
of Theodore Atkinson.

M4ss Dcx'athy Veughan
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My dear Dorothy Vaughan,

I'm so glad that you like the book, and that you feel
I have caught the authentiec spirit and atmosphere of Portsmouth in the pighteenth
centwry. You ask how I did 1%? TIn the first place, as you know, I went to
Portsmouth and (with the very best of guidesl) went over the ground myself. Also
( again with your aid) I went owver all the available books and documents, meking
long and careful notes, You gave me that excellent mep of FPortsmouth, coupiled
by yowrself, which showed the location of various homes, stores, wharves, taverns
churches ete. which were very important to my narrative. Also I procured U.S.
govermaent maps of New Hampshire showing amongst other things the lakes and
streams and the comtours of the land in detall; and I got modern charts of the
Piscataqua zgatars and Poprtsmouth harbor, giving detall of weter depths, tidal

At Maifebcro I was egain fortunate in my gulde, a lMrs. Certrude Harm who Imew
the whole history of the regilom. Tn an old truek ( most useful in traveling the
backwoods roads) she and her husbend took me to the site of Wentworth House, and
we explored the whole viecinity, including parts of the old Gowernorts Road and
his C rood that still swrvive untouched, I also procured (through you or
!rs, Hamm) an excellent booklet on Wolfebarough and especlally Wentworth's Lake,
which inclnded a large scale map of the regimm.

When I got home I managed to procwre a set of the Wentworth Genealogy volumes;
and out of the goodness of your heart you hed given me a copy of Mayo's life
of Sir John, I also gathered together, by borrowing or purchase, every book I
could find that touched on New Haompshire in the period before and during the
Revolution. I spent that whole winter in ardent study of these materials until
I eonld actually feel I was living and moving azbout New Hawpshire in those times.
I have made a lifelong study of the sighteenth century in Furope and North
Anerica, notably as it affected New England end the neighboring lgritime Provinces
of Cenadas; and my newly ascquired information took its place in the general
pattern, This study naturally included costumes, architectwre, furniture, ways
of speech and habits of life,

In the spring of 1958 I set off for England and the Puropeen continent, where
agein I was able to follow exactly the movements of the Wentworths during the
period of exile in England. I was also fortunate in locating two small collections
of Frances Ventworth's letters, which threw much light on her character and
movements during the period of my book. The Archives in Halifax has a large
collection of John Wentworth's officisl papers and letters.

You ask about the death of Lady Wentworth. On page 332 of my book you will
notice Famnie remarking that she would like to live near the royal home at Windsor
when John retired; and she points out & place called Swunning Fill, Actually,
when John retired from his Nova Scotia governorship, they removed to England and
leased the Suming 411 house. Frances died there aged €8 in 1813, and was buried
in the locel chuwrchyerd. Johm then retwmed to Halifax H.S., where he lived for
some years in the home of Famnle's sister lary, widow of Ceorge Brinley. VWhem lary
died he removed t0 & boarding house on Hollis Street, Halifex, and died there 1820,
He was buried wmder 5t. Paul's church in Halifax, and his fumeral hatechment may still
be seen there, bearing his coat of arms -- the Yorkshire Wentworth arms plus the
two added keys for his fidelity to the FKing in lew Hampshire and Nowva Scotia.
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On page 112 of my book I make mention of Mount Delight and the glant pine
that stood upon it, and 1 have Johnnie remarking that the tree “shall stand as
long as I live.”  This tree actually stood until the year (1820) he died.
His death occwrred in April, That summer during 2 thunderstorm & bolt of
lightning struck the great tree and destroyed it. And on September 12 of the
same year his former mension at Wolfeborough, "Wentworth House" was itself
destroyed by fire. A triple coincidence -- or fate, would you say?

Much as I tried, I was unable to find any detail of the birth of Paul Wentworth.
Jolm Wentworth mentioned Paul in his letters as "oy friend and kinsmen®, and
there is evidence that Peul was helped in establishing himself as a merchant in
New Hempshire by Jolmnie's father Mark. I found somewhere & hint that Paul wes
possibly an illegitimate child of the Ventworth clan. He certainly retained a
deep interest in New Hampshire 2ll his 1life, most of which was lived abrbad.

He died on his estate in Surinam, December 1793, bequesthing his whole property
to Natheriel Wentworth, whom he called his nephew and had adopted as his son.
Natheniel had spent his life in the West Indies and was poasiblaranﬁhgi.t}nate
son of Paul's. On Paul's death, lNathaniel converted Buowdesie property into
cagh and took ship for the West Indian island on which he had lived most of
his life. The ship was wrecked end lost with 21l on board except a boy, who
lived to tell the =mikkm tale., There were tales that the crew had mutinied and
murdered Nothaniel for his money, but these were never proved., !However, some
portion of Paul's estate remained in Surinam. From it an anmuity was paid to
Sgrah Wertworth Apthorp, who died in 1820, and then to Elizabeth Apthorp, who
died single in Massachusetts in 1045. Actually the ammity had ceased in 1842,
In 1854 Sarsh Apthorp, daughter of George Apthorp, went to Surinam to find out
why. She died there in thé same year, aged 52. Nothing more seems to be known.
To my mind Paul Wentworth, from what we know of him, was one of the most reme
arkable characters of the 18th century, and if one could £il1l in the blank spots
he would meke an execellent subject for a book.

And now, to change the subject, you once t0ld me that you kmew the story of
Saint Aspinguid of Agamonticus., Will you tell me now, please? I ask because

the Indians of NHowva Scotia, under the direction of thelr chiefs and apparently
the French Catholic missionaries, celebrated every spring on a day devoted to
Sgint Aspinquid. The last celsbration took place in Halifax during the American
Revolution, when some white guests at the feast hoisted the Stars and Stripes
and made what were considered seditious speeches., The Nova Scotia govermment
forbade any further celebrations of the fesst of Saint Aspinquid. Hence T

have always been curious sbout its origin,.

With all good wishes,
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January 6,1973

My dear Miss Vaughan:

I am delighted to get your
g:rd”with its very kind note about "Governor's
ay”e. '

The cloth-~bound edition is out of print, but the
book still sells well in the paperback edition
‘ in the United States and Canada.

From time to time I get fan mail from readers,
and other letters enquiring about particular
people and places mentioned in the book. All
express their interest and pleasure in the book.

At the present time I am engaged in writing my
memoirs., I have reached an age when various
archives, universities, libraries, and other
institutions are asking me to donate or begueath
my manuscripts, correspondence, diaries and other

papers.

I have not yet decided where they shall go, indeed
' I am using them to compile my memoirs, to go along
with them. If any future students of North Amer-
ican literature are sufficiently curiocus, they
can read what I had’ to say about myself «- and
then check me out through the diaries and corres-
pondence.

Naturally I shall include in these memoirs my
researches for "The Governor's Lady” in Nova
Scotia, New Hampshire, and England, and the kind-
ness and assistance of yourself, so generously
given, and so valuable to the finished work.

A Canadian publisher wants to print the memoirs
but I'm not convinced that my life and labours are
all that interesting to the general public. My
seventeen books can speak for themselves.

With every good wish for 1973, and my very deep
appreciation,
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January l, 1978

My dear Friend;

It has been a long time since we've been in
contact,.too long, 1 expect., Many things have been
happening here and I'm sure you have seen many things
change.

I em writing becsuse I think you can help me
with some Wentworth research. Recently a large oil
painting of Sir Thomss Wentworth,Barl of Strafford
( copy of the Van Dyke peinting) has returned to Ports-
mouth. It was in 1878 in the Gov. Benning Wentworth
mansion at Little Harbor. In recent years it has been
in Duxbury, Mass,

Apperently it was left in the mansion when
the 2nd Marths Wentworth ( who had married her cousin
John( son of Thomas the Governor's brother) left for
Englend,The mansion passed into the Shesfe family and
then to the Cushings, finslly to the Israels and the
painting has b een in the hands of an Israel descen-

dent,

It was sent to the FPortsmouth Athenaeum and the
Directors didn't know what to do with it, so I asked
for it for the Thomas Wentworth house, now known as
the Wentworth-Gardner house. 1'm a Directer there, S¢
Sir Thomas Wentworth, karl of Strafford, will finally
come to roost in the lovely home of a descendant of
the same name,

In the Wentworth Genealogy by John Wentworth of
Chieago, Vel. 1, p.552, under the asccount of Charles
Mary Wentworth's will it states that he left 211 the
family papers, pictures, portralits ete, including the
Van Dyke painting of Sir Thomas to a grand-daughter
of his mother's sister, Mrs, Charles Gore; also the
estate called Rockingham Lodge, which had belonged
to the Duke of Kent., Now, can you tell me if that
vainting is still at the Lodge, or if it is“h mus eum
or the Government House in Halifax,” I'm suré you can
help me., 1 recnll you telling me ﬂbout the Prince's
Lodge at Bedford Basin, I would just love to know
about the originalef Sir Thomas Wentworth, Ours is

in poor shape but can be restored., y wood U eahe
Very truly yours, e ha I




January 9,1978

My dear Miss Vaughans

I'm delighted to hear from you again, and
to know that you are still active in historical matters in
New Hampshire. I often think of your kindness when I was doing
research for "The Bovernor's Lady" there.

With regard to Mrs. Charles Gore, who inherited most of the
belongings of Charles Mary Wentworth, includédg the house and
grounds known as Prince’s Lodge, near Halifax N.S. The lodge

was built by Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, about the year 1795,
when he was commanding the British troops in_Nova Scotda. It was
a rambling wooden structure on a wodded knolﬂgyerlooking Bedford
Basin, the northern extension of Halifax harbour.

When Prince Fdward and his French mistress Madame St. Laurent
departed for England in the summer of 1800, the lodge became the
summer home of Sir John and lady Frances Wentworth. The Wentworths
themselves removed to England in 1810, and after that the lodge
remained closed and shuttered, gradually falling intom decay.

Mrs. Catherine CGrace Frances Gore ( nce Moody) was the favourite
niece of lady Frances Wentworth. After the death of Lady Went-
worth's son, Charles Mary, in 1844, the Prince's Lodge property
rassed into the hands of Mrs. Gore, but she never came to Nova
Scotia and made no attempt to put it in repair. When she died in
1861 her son sold the ruins and the site to Halifax people. Nothing
remaing today but the Prince's bandstand, preserved by the Historic
Sites and Manuments Board. The furniture and other contents of

the lodge seem to have been sold and removed by Charles Mary's
agent some time prior to 1844, probably in the 1820°'s.

Mre., Gore was too busy writing her novels and plays to bother with
anything so far from her English desk as Prince's Lodge. My guess
is that the original Van Dyke portrait of Sir Thomas Wehtworth
remained in the possession of Mrs. Gore until her death, and was
then sold in England by her son.

T am now retired, and alone since my wife's death in 1975, After
much trouble with my eyes (cataracts) I am now recovering from
two operations, and getting used to the new thick lenses &#f my
glasses. '

As you probably know, Doubleday’s casebound edition of "The Gover-
nor's Lady” has been out of print for many years. Popular Library
kept it in print in paperback until about 1970,and since then I've
had a long hassle to get a formal re¥Wersion of the publishing rights.
I have just received it, and during the next year or two my

Canadian publishers, McClelland & Stewart of Toronte, will bring

it out again in their paperback New Canadian Library.

With all good wishes, b;é;%’&??



January 9,1978

Dear Miss Vaughans

I'm delighted to hear from you again, and to
know that you are still active in the State Historical Commission.
I often think of your kindness when I was reésearching for "The
Governor's Lady”.

With regard to Mrs. Charles Gore. who inherited the belongingsx
of Charles Mary WENTWORTH

.\»



202 Summer Street
Portsmouth, N, H,
January 31, 1978

My dear Mr, Radall;

Thank you so much for your prompt
and interesting reply to my ingquiry regarding the paint-
ing of Sir Thomas Wentworth dictating to his secretary,
painted by Van Dyke,

I heve made 2 startling discovery
and want to share it with you., In 2 recent book "Sir
Thomas Wentworth" by C, V, Wedgewood, published by Mac~-
Millen in 1962, I find a reproduction of that psinting
( which we have a copy of ) and it is said to be owned
by the Earl Fitzwilllam,

The painting we have is just like
the one in the book, and 1 am told it has the signature
B, Walker on it, We can't locate sn American artist with
thet neme so feel that it may be, or must be British,

We don't know how this copy got in the - Gov. Bennming Went-
worth mension, but it was there in 1872,

We are having our painting restored
and it will hang in the Thomas Wentworth house in this
city, which is known as the Wentworth-Gsordner house, You
mey remember seeing it; it is on the water-front and is
very lovely., It was the home of Gov, John's younger bro-
ther, I was interested in what you wrote
about Catherine Grace Frances Gore., Don't you suppose
at her death her son socld it to the Fitzwilliam family?
Sounds reasonable, doesn't 1t?

From your research did you find that
Charles Mary was a queer"? We have a colored miniature
of him in the Athenseum, done shortly before his death
and he locks wild and sort of weird! He had red hair and
mustache,I also have a copy of a very handsome miniature
of him as = young man, He was very charminp end sweet in
that pose, Didn't Frances think he was besutiful? I cet
that impressicn,

By the wey hsve vou read Mollie Gillin's
book THE PRINCE AND HIS LADY? I found it intersting.
She says there is no proof Frsasnces was & Lady in weiting
whet do you think.?I am delighted that the GCVERNOR'S
LADY will come out in paper back, It will hove a good
sale in Portsmouth. We all love it!

I had heard that Mrs, Raddall had
passed agway from a young Dr, Duncan and his wife from
Halifax; they were visiting one of our old houses, I am
very sorry and know how lcnely you must be, I1've lost
my mother and my brother who made his home with me, so
1 am alone, except for a tiger cat,

It was great to hear from you; do write egain

Cordially,
*’QL&—‘L’\L‘ L/Q KJ\’C“‘*“‘”L ‘@( o :
Ji\jiw A Ae 6 e g !L&A Q bl U (S Woskrhae —

X,V}



THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA
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PURCHASER’S RECEIPT

FOR

BANK MONEY ORDER

N°26-B 690140

DETACH AND RETAIN. IN THE EVENT OF LOSS OF
THE CORRESPONDING MONEY ORDER THE BRANCH
OF THE BANK AT WHICH THE PURCHASER OB-
TAINED THE MONEY ORDER WILL, ON SURRENDER
OF THIS SLIP AND ON RECEIPT OF A SATISFACTORY
GUARANTEE,REFUND THE AMOUNT OF THE ORDER
TO THE PURCHASER.
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