
Mrs. El.t.cn L.F • Silke 
1-9 Act.en Road • 
Chelmatord •. Mua. 018214-e 
U. s.A. 

Thank. you tor' your letter and your k1n:l 
NID&rks about 1\1' book•• eapec1.alq •'l'be Gowrnor 1a ,Lad_J-•. 

I .first becalle 1ntere.ted 1n John am Francea Wentllorth 
vhen I vu making reaearoh tor a history ot BalJ,tax N. S. 
- "Hallta. Warden of 'Die North• - in 1947""'8. 'l'here I 
set forth. brietl,- ot coarae. the stor., ot John am Fannie 
1n NOft Scotia. I noted at the Ume that there·waa good 
matei-ial tor a b1ognpfdcal IIOftl. bat. to make a good job 
of it I would haw to make batenaiw research 1n Nell B.amP-
shire am 1n Engl.am. I had other work am pl.au at the 
time. am I didn •t get. aromd to the Wentnrt.h DO'ftl until 
1957. when I went tq New Hampshire. 

l'\Y trimd. Kameth Roberta had told me that h1a but intorm-
ant on Nev Hempahire M.ator., ..- Mias DorotJv' Vaughan. then 
amt tor maqv yean head ot the publk l1brarr 1n P~outh 
N. H •• ed. herself a memlNlr or an old Portsmouth tamiq. I 
had written to her. bit got no U811eJ9 - she vaa eztNlleq 
bu.1• So I went 1n person, aDl t>"daa Vau_gban 1!'&• lc1mneaa 
1taelt. Elle pZ'OD::led me with a rocm 1n t.he Library where 
I could study the ftl'ioua books and document.a perta1ning 
\o the Wm'1lort.ha. Alao she took me to see the John Went-
worih houe. the alte ot the At.kinaon house• &Di so on. 
She related to me the Portamouth tnd1t1ona or Fannie1s 
lon affair with John 11hile her huabam waa still living. 

, 

flie Iusachuaetts Gasette &: Boat.on Nen Let ter. No..-. 17, 
·1769. co.nt&ina a fUll d•cr1pt.1an ot the wedding ten dqa 
.aft.er h8J' bwsbandla death. 'lbe bapU.aJ recn:di of Queens 
Chapel 1n Portamollth rentaled the birth ot a son to .John 
aJ¥l Frances- a little leas t.han Bft'ml month• attar the wed• 
ding.. (Beside the entr., someone later added. 1n pencil. the 
lett.e.n tip. b. • 1n bftckets. preaumabq meaning · "pranature' 
b1rtb~ bD.t who made th1a addition. am lihen. ranains a 
my-stei,, el) · 

In the public librar.f at Portanouth. am at eoncorc1. there 
are coplea 0£ scne ot Francesr1 letters. Later • • 1n &lg• 
lam I d18coTered two collecUona other letters. ~ts 
Oft!' mmv 7e&n to the ~1nghau am F1tsWUU·- · ill 
~ed her as the aelt-centred. diasat1a1"1ede cleftl" 
am designing creature she vu. (I quoted one 1n tull on 
pages J.56 am )57 ot "The GOTerDOl' 1S Liq". ) . 

. 
' 
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Mia• iaugban ahowed me her collec\10n ot photo-cop~ or 
c~ portnita (\w' Caple,- am other painters) . so 
I wu able t.o study the races am figure• ot uiv- ot the 
people 1n 11\Y book. Sie alao gaw me a · copr ot a map ot Porta-
mwth 1n t.he 18th centlu.7. ahOlld.ng the princ~ hOllHS ml 
other buildings. llb1ch she am a graphic art1st. had cOEtplled. , 1 

In addition I .got large acale maps ot modern B• Hampaldre, am .charta ot Portamollth Bai-bour am the eetuar,- ot the 
P1aeataqua Ri"fel', g1't1ng details ot ater deptJis, Wal 
cu-rents etc. 

I 

At walteboro I waa again. fortunate 1n 'llf¥ guide. a a-a. Ger-
tl"llde Ba:nln who knew the whol.e hiatar., ot the reg1on. In an 
old truck (eeeent.ial in traftllng the backvocda roads) ahe 
am her huabmi took Ile to the ai"'\e ot Wentworth Howse, am 
ve ezplo.red the whole 'ricdrd.\y'• inclnding parts 'ot the old "Goftmor•• Road• am h1a 1teoUege 81,ad • ( to Dartmouth). 
which still suni'te 1n the toreet. I also i,J'OCUred an 
•excellent booklet an liblteboro, am especialq Wentworih1a 
Lake, 1lhich included a large scale map ot the region. 

'hhen I got bane l: managed t.o obtain a set ot the Nentvorth 
Genealogy volumes, ad a copy- at MIVO'• lif'e of S1r John. 
publiahed tr the Bal"1ud Uni:versity PJ-eea. I also gatheNd, 
t,' bonOlr1ng or purobue., hm'3' boak I cOIWi £Sal that torached 
on :.. Hampsh1re before am d'llring the &rtol.utian. ! spent 
tha"t winter 1n ardent.~ ot all th•• mater1ala, eo t.hat 
I could teel t.hat I was actuall,- ll'91ng aui mn:1ng about 
Heir Bampab1re 1n thoae tJ.mea. I bad made a litelong study-
of the eighteenth ofll'lt1u7 1n lm-Ope and Norih .brerica~bq 
aa i t attected New &,g1au:1 and tile neighboaring Maritime 
ProTJ.nc• ot CMada. fldJs atudy natm-all3 included coatumelse 
architectuN, i"llmitm-e, .VQ'I of speech. ml habit.a of lite. 

In the spttng ot 19.58 I set O!t tor &,glau:1, where I vaa able 
to follow t.he !llO'Nlllent.8 ot John --1 Fannie there am on the 
cont.mant. dnr!ng the11" period ot mile. '!here, too. I toum 
the letters of Fannie mentioned abo"te. .&nothet- use:t'ul doc• 
umant. or the 'Ume ,_. the dia:, o.r WSJ J 1am I¥ott. the hell-

yomag 41'II.1 Qf'ticer llho conf'ansll3 l!J..1'99(). a lite ot 
debauchet:, 11 at .Hallf'ax. and vu an inUmate t:il Fannie am 
Pnnce WiU 1mn-. I ettled 19' book with the tr1umphallt return 

John u Lieutenan~ of NO"fa ScoU&. with the 
-,engetul Fann1e at h1a aSde. 1he rest ot their li'IN 1IU an 
anU-ol :1maz. 

S1ncereq, 
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