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Dear Ms Saurwein:

On behalf of the International Ocean Institute, 1 am enclosing 
herewith an application for consultative status with ECOSOC.

We woud be grateful for full consultative status, not only re­
gistration with the office of public information.

Our organisation is well known to all U.N. institutions.
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be grateful if you could let me know.

Thanking you for your cooperation, with all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
Chairman, Planning Council 
International Ocean Institute

PEARSON INSTITUTE 
1321 EDWARD STREET 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX. N.S. CANADA 
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U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

Questionnaire for Non-Governmental Organizations

1. Name of non-governmental organization:

0n le n n a llo n a l Ocean O riA tltu te

2. Address of the organization:

9 .0  Box 52k, V a l le t t a , h o l la

3. Officers of the organization:

9aeA Iden t, Boand o f  TnuAteeA: AmbonAadoc Lay.achu, Oaken, 
A tg en ta .

Chalnman, P lann ing  C o u n c il :  PnofeAAon C llA a b e lh  harm 
Bongene, Canada

C x e c n llv e  D ln e c lo n : F . C .  V a n d e n b llt , M alta

4. Basic Purpose of the organization

lo  p.iomote th e  pnognenAtve developm ent o f  th e  taw of. 
th e  nea and r ln  im p lem en ta tio n .

5. Number of members (if organization is international in 
scope, please indicate approximate membership by 
country).

the 300 1a  n o t  a m em bennhlp o / ig a n ln a tlo n . 31 1a  an 
I r iA t i lu t e  fo/i neA eanch , p u b l l c t l o n ,  th e  o n g a n lA a tlo n  o f  
c o n fe n e n c e n , and t n a ln ln g  pnognam m eA.P/ieAently, t h e  
Boand o f  / /uunteeA co n A lA tn  o f  e le v e n  membenA fnom  
Canada, M e x ic o , Fn a n ce , U . K . ,  USA, P o r tu g a l,
O ugonlavta , / an^.anla, and Atg.en.la. th e 'Planning C o u n c il



/

c o n s is t s  ofi 25 members piom Peru, UK. Canada, U . S . A . ,  
O ta ly , PRC,, P o r tu g a l, O ndla, C l  S a lv a d o r , A u s t r a l ia ,  
U . S . S . R .  , S ie r r a  Leone, M a lta , S w itz e r la n d , S r i  Lanka, 
Norway, 'Japan, tk e  N e th e r la n d s , and B u lg a r ia . The. 
alum ni ok Ike. 005 tr a in in g , programmes one about 300 and 
come knom. 70 c o u n t r ie s .

6. In what aspects of United Nations activities is the 
organization chiefly interested?

A l l  ocean  /le la le d  a c t i v a t e s  ok tk e  U. N.  S e r e t a r la t ,  
OCTB, FAO, UNCSCO/OOC, OMO, UN CP, OLO, WMO, UNCTAD. 
S o cia l/ e c o n o m ic , e c o lo g ic a l/ 's d e n t l/ L lc , l e g a l / p o l i t i c a l  
a s p e c t s .

7. Has your organization been disseminating information or 
had programmes about United Nations activities 
recently? (Please be as specific as possible, for 
example, if you have published newsletters, magazines 
or newspaper articles, please attach samples, also, 
please cite specific examples, if any exist, as to the 
use made of such information at the "grass roots"
leve1. )

The 000 deals* c o n s ta n t ly  w ild  U.N.  a c t i v i t i e s ,  In  U s  
co n k e re n ce s , /le se a rck  and p u b lic a t io n s  and t r a in in g  
programmes.

Pacem In  M arlbus XOV, ivhlck took p la c e  In  tk e  S o v ie t  
Union In  N ag/June, 1985, was d evo ted  to  a l l  a s p e c ts  ok 
sh ip p in g  and n a v ig a tio n  ( eonom lc, e n v iro n m en ta l, 
t e c h n o lo g ic a l , l e g a l ) .  'R e p re se n ta tiv e s  ok UNC/AD, OMO, 
INMARSAT, tk e  U n d e r-S e c re ta ry  g e n e ra l ok tk e  U.N.  kQ/l 
th e  Law ok tk e  Sea,  as w e ll  as some ok tk e  Cconom lc 
Com m issions, p a r t ic ip a t e d .

The U. N.  C o n v en tio n  on tk e  Law ok th e  Sea I s  a s u b je c t  
c o n s ta n t ly  ta u g h t In  000 t r a in in g  programmes, In  w hich  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  ok o i l  U. N.  s p e c ia l i s e d  a g e n cie s  
In v o lv e d  In  ocean a k k d n s  p a r t ic ip a t e .2



30 0 '4  mayor p u b lic a t io n , th e  Ocean yearbook, r e g u la r ly  
publinhevy r e p o r t s  of- a l l  ocea n --in vo lved  U. N.  ag en clen  
and in n t l t u t l o n n .

Through th e  Ocean 3earhook, th e  t r a in in g  programmen, 
and Pacem In  hlarlbu/y, th e  300 /leaches thousand* o f  
in d lv id u a t n  ev ery  yean.

8. What segment of the public does your organizion reach 
either through its membership or through its 
publications?

U r d v e m itle / y , t e c h n ic a l  in n t l t u t lo n n , governm ent 
departm entn , in t e r e n t e d  laym en, con cern ed d t r g e n n , In  
d e v e lo p e d  and d ev e lo p in g ., n o c la l in t  and fr e e -m a r k e t  
c o u n t r ie s .

9. Would you please give a brief description of your 
organization's programmes of the past two years:

D uring th e  p ant two yea rn , th e  303 han o rg a n ise d  two 
in t e r n a t io n a l  c o n fe r e n c e s , Tacem in  (Aarlbus X333 and 
X3V.  Tacem i n  ftaribun X333 took p la c e  in  Sweden in  
'June, 1981. 3 t  was a tten d ed  by about 70 p a r t ic ip a n t s . 
The /subject wan th e  d e n u c le a r is a t io n  o f  th e  oceann. A 
volume o f  r e s  earned papers in  about to  be p u b lis h e d .

Vacem in  f^arlbun X3V wan a mayor e v e n t . 3 t  took p la c e  
i n  th e  S o v ie t  U nion , th e opening s e s s io n s  in  Moscow 
were a tte n d e d  by about 500 p e rso n s . About 200 
p a r t ic ip a t e d  in  th e  w eek-long c r u is e  on th e  B la ck  Sea,  
where wo/iking s e s s io n s  were h e ld  in  th e  m orning aboard  
s h ip . The c o n fe r e n c e  adopted a document, "Con clun ionn  
and Recom m endations, " w hich wan c ir c u la t e d  among a l l  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  o r g a n is a t io n s . 3 t  w i l l  be p r in t e d  in  l o t .  
13 o f  Ocean yea rb oo k , n e x t  y e a r .

D uring th e s e  l a s t  two yearly, th e  303 o rg a n ise d  s ix . 
t r a in in g  programmen o f  te n  weekly each: /wo C la s s  A3



programmeA, on oc&an m ining , in  M alta and a t th e  
T ech n tca t U n lv e r A itg  of. Aachen, FkQ; two CtaAA B 
programmeA, on CCZ management, a t O alho u A le U n lv e r A itg , 
Canada; two ClaAA C ProgrammeA on /leg to n a t coopen atton  
and developm en t, i n  A lg e r ia  and in  / r in ld a d  <5 lob ag o. 
One t r a in in g  programme o f  one uveek, on th e  C o n ven tio n  
on th e  Law o f  th e  Sea , man h e ld  a t th e  Wo a id  M a ritim e  
U n lv e r A itg  in  Malmo, Sweden, in  O cto b er , 1985. I h ln  
one-meek programme in  to  be a g e a r lg  e v e n t .

The 50J  pub i t c h e d  fo w l n ew A letlerA  dw iing  t h in  p e r io d , 
qa w e lt  an two votumen o f  Ocean yearbook (U n lv e r A itg  o f  
Chicago PreAA.

5 t  undentook a A erleA  o f  re se a r c h  progectA  fo r  UNCSCO 
and UN5D0.

Please furnish a brief description of future programme 
plans, including approximate dates and locations of 
future annual meetings, etc. Would you be willing to 
feature a subject or speaker on a United Nations topic 
at a future meeting?

The A erleA  o f  Pacem in  MarlbuA c o n v o c a t io n  m it t  be 
co n tin u e d . The venue fo n  th e  1986 co n v o ca tio n  in  n o t  
g e t  c e r t a in , but th e  1987 co n fe re n ce  in  verg  l l k e t g  to  
ta k e  p la c e  i n  M a lta . U ndoubtedlg th e r e  m it t  be U n ite d  
N a t i o n  ApeakerA and Aubgectn.

Ocean Uearhook 1a g o in g  to  be co n tin u e d  a t th e  
U n lv e r A itg  o f  Chicag o PreAA. The N ew A letter  m itt be 
co n tin u e d .

t h e  t r a in in g  pnogrammeA m itt c o n tin u e . A new A e r le A  o f  
CtanA C programmeA in  b e in g  i n i t i a t e d  in  th e  
M e d ite rra n e a n  and in  th e  In d ia n  O cea n . 5n th e  autum n o f  
1987 , a programme on CCZ m anagement m it t  be h e ld  in  
C h in a .

PeAearch m itt be c e r r le d  ou t in  c o n n e ctio n  w ith  th e
-  4 -



t'/aumtag pnogyiammey oa w e JJ  oo w tth  th e  f/iepajiavtoay 
CommL^^toa fa n  th e  OrvLoym.aJil.oaaA. Seabed A u th o n tty  and 
fan. the. OrvtennatJ-ouat l nA.bun.ad fo n  th e  Law o f  th e  Sea.

1 'i . Annual budget:

000 ’ 4 annual budg e t  La  about $800, 000 -  1, 000,  000 a 
yean . By, fa n  th e  ta n g en t pant is .j th e  con t of. th e  
tnadmdng pnognamme ( $200 , 000 pen. pnognamme).

12. Number of salaried employees: 

thn.ee, o f  whom two p a n t-tim e .

13. Will you have a New York-based representaitve and 
alternate?

3



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS SECTION

10 April 1985

CRITERIA FOR ASSOCIATION OF 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

LEGISLATIVE BASIS FOR NGO RELATIONSHIP WITH DPI

The non-governmental organizations relationship with the Department of 
Public Information is based on paragraph 12 of Annex 1 to General Assembly 
Resolution 13(1) of 13 February 1946. The Department of Public Information is 
advised "actively (to) assist and encourage national information services, 
educational institutions and other governmental and non-governmental 
organizations of all kinds interested in spreading information about the 
United Nations".

Formal association with the Department of Public Information is given 
legislative authority by the subsequent Resolution 1297 (XLIV) which calls on 
the Department of Public Information to associate NGOs with it, bearing in 
mind "the letter and spirit of ECOSOC resolution 1296" in associating 
international and national non-governmental organizations with the Department 
of Public Information.

85-U52I+U
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DEFINITION OF A NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

A non-governmental organization (NGO) refers to a non-profit citizen's 
voluntary organization organized nationally or internationally. Thus, 
professional associations, foundations, trade unions, business associations, 
religious organizations, peace and disarmament organizations, women's and 
youth groups, co-operative associations, development and human rights 
organizations, environmental protection groups, research institutes dealing 
with international affairs and associations of parliamentarians are considered 
non-governmental organizations.

Non-governmental organizations are diverse in structure, methods of work 
and financing. While some NGOs are national, others are international in 
membership and/or the scope of their activities. They may be federations 
having a number of affiliates located in different regions or nations, 
embracing thousands of members, with a well-defined structure, policy-making 
mechanism and channels of communication. Others may be groups of experts, 
associations of outstanding individuals, academic institutions or research 
institutes. National organizations may be part of a defined international 
structure*, others may operate internationally without being affiliated with an 
international organization.

The primary activities of soma NGOs are in the information and education 
field; others are operational and are directly engaged in technical projects, 
relief, refugee or development programmes.

Non-governmental organizations may be financed through membership dues, 
assessments of affiliates, voluntary contributions, subsidies from 
Governments, or any combination of these. Some receive support for specific 
projects on an ad hoc or contract basis from private sources, foreign aid
groups or from intergovernmental organizations.



- 3-

ASSOCIAT ION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION1

To be granted Association with the Department of Public Information, 
non-governmental organizations must be of recognized national or international 
standing and must support the Charter of the United Nations.

The principal purpose of such association is the re-dissemination of 
information in order to increase public understanding of the work and 
achievements of the United Nations and its bodies.

Organizations should, therefore, have a broadly based membership and the 
scope and resources to undertake effective information programmes. In the 
case of non-membership organizations such as research institutes or 
foundations, they should be international in orientation and have substantial 
public outreach.

Organizations should have an established record of continuity of work 
and should show promise of sustained activity in the future.

Organizations should provide information concerning membership, basic 
purpose, and past and future programmes, particularly as these relate to the 
United Nations.

Organizations should submit copies of their annual reports, constitution 
and/or by-laws and proof of non-profit status.

Organizations should provide evidence of an active information 
programme, part of which they are willing to devote to the aims and activities 
of the United Nations. This may include copies of articles, newsletters or 
other publications as well as descriptions of radio, television or other media 
programmes, conferences, seminars and any additional means whereby information 
is disseminated.

Organizations with Headquarters located in areas served by United 
Nations Information Centres should have the recommendation of the Centre.

Applications for association should be made in writing on the 
organization's official stationery and must be signed by the highest ranking 
official of the organization.

Non-governmental organizations already in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) will automatically be associated with the 
Department of Public Information upon their request.

1 Criteria for association of non-governmental organizations with the 
Department of Public Information are based primarily on: ECOSOC 
Resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968 and ECOSOC Resolution 1297 (XLIV) of 
27 May 1968, on the Non-Governmental Organizations Report of the 
Secretary-General of 21 March 1968 (E.4476) as well as other United Nations 
documen ts.



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS SECTION

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE

UNITED NATIONS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

The world, as some people say, is shrinking. But as it "shrinks", the 
links of interdependence increase geometrically. Problems emerge with new 
urgency: the food crisis, the water crisis, the fuel crisis, the population 
explosion, the arms race and the threats to human rights. Everywhere one 
looks problems of global dimensions impinge on the community, even on the 
individual.

One way to channel your organization’s humanitarian concerns and learn 
more about how these crises can be dealt with on the basis of a global 
approach is through contact with the United Nations.

The following questions and answers will tell you a little about these 
relationships which can take a lifetime of dedicated work, depending on how 
deeply you wish to involve yourselves with this important work.

What is a non-governmental organization at the United Nations?
A non-governmental organization, or NGO as it is frequently called in 

United Nations parlance, refers to a non-profit citizens voluntary organization 
which exclude political parties. Thus, professional socieities, business 
groups, churches, women’s groups, co-operative associations, environmental 
protection groups and so forth are considered NGOs. NGO is also used as an 
expression to define a representative of a non-governmental organization 
associated with the United Nations.

What does the United Nations offer an NGO?

.. An Annual DPI/NGO Conference at which major topics of 
mutual concern are discussed.

.. Access to all open United Nations meetings.

.. Weekly briefings by senior officials and experts.

.. An orientation course for new NGO representatives.

.. Summaries of weekly briefings.

.. A special lounge displaying official documents.

.. Press releases explaining various aspects of the work 
of the United Nations.

83-1+7068



What else is offered to an NGO?

A community of other NGOs like-minded in their dedication to the 
Charter of the United Nations and sharing the belief that information 
about the work, aims and activities of the United Nations has to be 
redisseminated to an ever growing circle of the world's people. These 
contacts can lead to common approaches to national governments to effect 
policy decisions through citizen lobbies.

What is the role of NGOs?

.. They are a channel for redisseminating information about 
the United Nations.

.. They can act as experts in matters of their competence 
and thus be useful to the United Nations. The General 
Assembly and other bodies often call for NGO assistance 
in resolutions.

.. They can form coalitions and assist in bringing issues 
before their own governments.

How can a non-governmental organization become related with the United Nations?

1. Association: A non-governmental organization becomes associated 
with the Department of Public Information for the purpose of redisseminating 
information about the activities and work of the United Nations. A committee 
of Department of Public Information officials approves organizations for 
association. Organizations accepted for association with the Department
of Public Information are entitled to designate one observer and one alternate 
at United Nations Headquarters who are given grounds passes and have regular 
access to the NGO Lounge where they can receive documents and press releases 
on a regular basis.

2. By obtaining Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council: 
This process entails approval of a governmental committee which meets once 
every two years. This relationship is spelled out in the Charter of the United 
Nations, Chapter X, Article 71, which states:

"The Economic and Social Council may make suitable arrangements for 
consultation with non-governmental organizations which are concerned 
with matters within its competence. Such arrangements may be made 
with international organizations and, where appropriate, with national 
organizations after consultation with the Member of the United Nations 
concerned."
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Where to write for further information:
1. For information regarding association with the Department of Public 
Information, write to:

Chief, NGO Section
Department of Public Information
United Nations
Room S-1037-I
New York, NY 10017

;2. For information regarding consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council, write to:

Chief, NGO Unit
Economic and Social Council Secretariat
United Nations
Room DC2-1760
New York, NY 10017 •

• *** #



NGO UNIT/DIESA
UNITED NATIONS/BOOM 22*0

PROCEDURE AND TIME FRAME 
FOR OBTAINING

ECOSOC CONSULTATIVE STATUS OR REQUESTING RECLASSIFICATION

ORGANIZATION
ACTION

STEP I

UNITED NATIONS 
ACTION

a) New applicant:

i) an official letter requesting 
reclassification or consultative 
status with the Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) and enclosing the 
organization’s statutes (constitu­
tion and by-laws in English or French )

OR

ii) a letter enquiring about working 
with United Nations

b) A reouest for reclassification of 
status

i) through ECOSOC

ii) through UN Specialized Agency

STEP II

a) Nev applicant:

i) Statutes are carefully perused to 
verify if meet criteria of Council 
Resolution 1296 (XLIV). Application 
packet (which includes,inter alia, a 19- 
item questionnaire) is sent ♦ ahould be 
returned by a biennial 1 June deadline.*

OR
ii) If Constitution and By-Laws are not 

enclosed, only 1st form letter and ECOSOC 
Resolution 1296 (XLIV) is sent.

OR
b) Reclassification:

i) If organization originally granted 
status by ECOSOC, statutes should already 
be on file but if more than 10 years have 
passed, new statutes are required. Copy 
of previous questionnaire along with a 
letter advising organization that ECOSOC’s 
Committee on NGOs will compare re­
plies to new questionnaire with earlier 
one. The deadline for submission is the 
same as for a) above.

ii) If organization is on Roster by virtue 
of its status with a Specialized Agency of 
the UN, the statutes are required and 
questionnaire is sent. In view organiza- • 
tion’s previous working experience with UN, 
organization is expected to have greater 
UN-oriented programmes than a new applicant.

a) Returns completed questionnaire 
with MODEL ABSTRACT SHEET, (audited) 
Financial Statement, pamphlets or 
magazines and Statutes (if not 
already sent) by the 1 June deadline.

*1982, 198*, 1966, 1968

a) Compare questionnaire replies to statutes 
of organization, verifies that instructions 
for completing questionnaire have been 
followed, all material has been received, 
format conforms to requirements and submits 
questionnaire as part of documentation to 
editors, translators and reproduction.
(However, if further information is needed, 
some text is unclear or does not meet format 
requirements, further correspondence will 
be necessary).

82-1*7728



b) Returns the questionnaire after 
1 June deadline.

_STFP III

In waiting period, useful that 
organizations advise referees 
that appear in reply to question 
15 that they have been cited in
application.

STEP IV

Informs NGO Unit whether repre­
sentative of the organization 
will attend the Committee Meeting 
giving his/her name + if possible 
phone can be reached in New York.

STEP V 1

Representative present at meeting 
should be prepared to reply to 
questions in regard to organiza­
tion's application. Representa­
tive may need to answer directly to 
certain government enquiries and 
provide additional elarifications.

Some 60 to 8C applications are prepared as 
working papers for the ECOSOC Committee on 
NGOs (composed of 19 member states)which 
meets biennially to, inter alia, screen 
organizations for granting status and re- 
classi fication.
b) Applications deferred tc next biennium.
In view ruling that all-language documenta­
tion reach governments 6 weeks prior 
meetings, deadlines are strictly adhered to.

Unit verifies, wherever possible, informa­
tion provided in questionnaire, in tarticu- 
lar, renlies to question 15.

Circular sent to all applicants giving 
list of 19 member states serving on 
Government Committee and names of delegates 
(if known), advising of date of Committee 
Meeting as well as advisability of attend­
ance by applicants.

Committee on NGOs meets (early Spring), 
recommends that status be granted or not 
granted, that organizations be reclassified 
or defers consideration of application 
to its next biennial session.

STEP VI

Since ECOSOC meetings are open to 
the public, organization's represen­
tatives may attend but the date NGO 
item considered is unknown until 
few days before.

STEP VI
Organization is now in official 
consultative status or on the 
Roster with the ECOSOC of the UN 
and may designate representa­
tive^). Fills out and returns an 
information (annex sheet) and doc­
uments checklist and contacts rele­
vant offices of UN system, taking 
active part in UN activities, in 
accordance with Parts IV-VII 
of Council Resolution 1296 
(XLIV).

The Report of the Committee on NGOs con­
taining recommendations for action by the 
ECOSOC, is considered by the Council at 
its First Regular (Spring) Session (April/ 
May). ECOSOC decisions rarely change 
NGO Committee recommendations.

NGO Unit advises organization of ECOSOC 
decision and this letter establishes the 
evidence in regard to whether an organiza­
tion is officially in status, reclassified, 
deferred or not granted status. If a new 
organization has be°n granted status 
placed on Roster, the NGO Unit requires that 
the organization designate one or more 
officials as their NGO Representative(s) 
to the United Nations (Geneva, New York and 
Vienna offices). It forwards organization 
annex sheet and a documents checklist which 
need to be returned duly filled.

LCE/GMR - 28 May 1982


