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Mr. Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia. 

Dear Sir : 

30 July 1966 

Have just completed r eading Hangman I s Beach and 
thoroughly enjoyed it . As an historian by profession, I am 
very pleased to find anyone who is interested in writing about 
Nova Scotia ' s past but most of us with the interest unfortunately 
l a ck the talent. 

My pur pose in writing to you is pri mari l y to enquire 
furthe r about Father Edmond Bur~e whose visit to the McNabs 
inter ested me g r eatly . Did you actually find r eferences to 
Burke acquiring money in the fashion which you mention in 
you r novel? If so I would certa inly appreciate learning of 
this. Such an interest is not just idle curiosity on my part 
but rat her an attempt to plug some loose holes in an historical 
project upon whi ch I have been work i ng f or a coupl e of years 
now in my spa r e time. Thi s project is the History of Sain t 
Mary ' s University which i n its inception owes everything to 
t he fertile mind of Father Burke , about 18 02 . The records of 
both the Archives a nd t he Chancellery Office toget her with the 
biograp hy of Burke by O' Brien all note the existence of a Roman 
Ca tholic school for boys a s e a rly as 1803 and 1 t has a l ways been 
a puzzle as to whe re money for such was derived . Private donations 
obviousl y a ccoun t ed for a g r eat deal but it is veryf\glrficult to 
p rove the existence of' suc h , henc e my inter est in your account 
of t he McNabs. 

Await i ng you r reply wit h t he g reatest of interest, I am , 

EAC : pb.d 

Yours sincerely, 

tl . ,li.,,_,f_ 
Elizabeth A. Chard, 
Assistant Professor, 
Department of History 



Proi'assor El.isaboth A. Chard. 
Department of History, 
Saint l~ary ' s lJniver::.it,y , 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Professor Chard: 

Aueust J , 1966 

J1y" descr ipti on o! Joanna McNab giving 
money to 1'"1:th.sr ~s for his charities and schools was 
based entirely on deduction. Obviously Burke 11n1st have got 
soney :froa people ou ts1de the small Ro!'Wl Catholic group 
1n Halifax. 

We know troa 14cNab tami ly trad i tion t hat Joanna McNab was 
a devotod Catholic all her life. Indeed at hsr death she 
vas carried to the grave by CaUlolio &el"Vant s aJ¥i tenants, 
and buried by a Catholic priest - all of which ~uat h&Te 
been arrane:ed by her huaband , who survived her. Al s o the 
great....unt Frances M.crlab (who taugh t the children of Peter 
the SecoOO and Joanna) had been educat ed in a ,aris conTont 
and mu:;t have had et rong Catholic Sf11P&thi es ii not an 
actual a tt&chJJent to the Roman Catholic Church. 

Peter McHab himself was noted tor hi s broad outlook and 
generosit,y. rut as a contractor to die 1-~jesty ' s Forces 
he had to be careful about His Majesty •• l avs. 

Git'ta from hi& wife to t.he funds ot Father Burke were the 
logical solution in thiw aat.tar of school& , and I usod the 
novelist ' s privilege in saying so. 

Sincerely, 
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