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Transcription of Interview with irs. #illiam Campbell. Urs, Jilliap ¥, Campbell,

r

L .17 May, 1839.]
Lb.Springhill. “own on Lisgar Street,
born at hoxe.

'Lfather came from the old country. his name was Charlie Downie. a mining
conmunity from Zngland., doesn't know what year he came to Springhill,

he came out with a crowd of relatives. he wasn't long before he got his
mother out here.

here for quite a while before she was born--marridd in this countxy,
elght in her Tamily,

father was with he- for 25 years. her nother Ailed when she was tep years
old.

workel in the mine all his life. then worked in the !lines Yash house and
look after that.

he dug coal in the nine, D

L her husband was superintendent of nine.
in the nine for 5 years.

1 1 - N -
fer nother...'I can still see ner, I can remember her,' B

[PIA_member——his father. night shift, mine was always three-shifted. husband
. . s o a
use to call the 11 o'clock shift the "dead man shict." N

--interesténg that the mine superintendent's Wife has a vivid recollection of
deprivation in a nininghousehold.

washing on the old wash-board,
you made your own brean.

re 3 roop
L. “hen her mother dled, the whole family was separated. Herfather couldn't look
after them. Cousin toak in the bahwy--only 8 months old--and she lived witl
her aunt ang stayed and worked. She had 12 of a fanily, (Hc?hersons).

TWo sisters went to the States.]

Lstayed at HMcPherson's until she was nmarried at 22, five men going out to work
in the MNcPherson's in the morning--making their cans cealy, everything,
That was a lot of w rk,

[ —

'A Harqd low, some hard times,’
'T think he could call everybody by their first name.'

when she married hig he was Jjust running the chain.
L come out from Yorkshire, England. |
=2Lf«shire i

then he took overman, and underground manager, manager, then worked hinself
up to superintendent of mines. went to night school for five years.

after work he'qd go to school, he loves nining.

vou®d neet all kinds of people--"some agitators'"--bvut "they all liked him."
ioilere there agitators around here? 4.Ch, lots o7 then, in the mine, I'1 g
.+.1little house parties. they'q sing at parties.

St.Andrew's Presbyteriah Church. now all go to Wesley United,

Jan Rogers was the scourge of the drink, 'He lived there angd watcned that hotel.,'
Everyhody despised hinm....He was so busy,

George Smith--the one policeman. kidg were Scare!l to ‘leath of hiq.

lﬁt of July were always the horse fages. fZowans followe: by JC Micholson?
then Alec dcleod, then Glenﬂenning....barn Just like



"When I usad to think of that big barn that they had there,
like a house, it was just beautiful inside, for them horses.
Lot of people in town 4idn't have have that good enough to live in.'

Just

--seened a bit unfair.
married a iicLeod girl from Springhill, Dan licLeol's Jaughter.

all schoolteachers--a sort of manager/school teacher nexus. a definite
niddle class in 3pringhill(

Cowans andwife never missed church. 'And she was dressed so beautfful--

oh, my, she was a beautiful looking woman. An? we'd always Just wait for
thenm to come in. She looked so beautiful and she had such beautiful clothes.
7e was all dressed good enough, but not like the things she hal. Beautiful

2 T, 1]
silks.

A1dn't get any noney from the llcPhersons. doesn't remember--just pocket
money. they gave her room and woard and clothes.

kidsoutside hollering when they retirn from their honeymoon--he had to
& 34 .}'
glve what lttle bit of change he had left to then.

husbands family from Cape 3reton. Little River. Cape Breton.
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