THE SEOQUL DECLARATION

~

Joint Declaration
of The Club of Rome and The Center forthe Reconstruction of Human Society

Having met at Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea, during the days of 29 to
31 October, 1979 in an informal and in-depth discussion of the problems and
prospects of human society as it heads towards the 21st century, the
participating members of The Club of Rome and The Center for the Recon-
struction of Human Society,

Note with grave concern that the 21st century, which is only two
decades away, harbours unprecedented problems for humanity but also offers
unprecedented opportunities for the creation of a global society based on
peace, cooperation and solidarity among all the people of the world,

Warn that the unrestrained linear growth of resource exploitation,
environmental deterioration, and unreflective use of science and technology
based on materialistic values and aspirations without regard for the higher
intellectual and spiritual needs and capacities of human beings will encounter,
before the end of this century, limits of an economic, physical, social, psycho-
logical, as well as political nature--the limits of survival of human civilization,

Urge scientists, humanists, statesmen, and all persons concerned with
the survival and development of human life and civilization to assure a
conscious and responsible orientation of the applications of science and techno-
logy to benefit all mankind not only in the basic material but also in the higher
social, cultural and spiritual spheres of existence,

Recognize that the human future is inescapably tied to our planetary
habitat and to the diversity and richness of its life-support systems, all of
which are vulnerable with respect to human intervention; they call therefore
for the creation of a global society dedicated to shared goals as outlined in
various reports to The Club of Rome and in the studies of TheCenter for the
Reconstruction of Human Society,

Invite the United Nations, all governments, intellectual, social and
spiritual leaders, and all people concerned about the wellbeing and destiny
of humanity, to join together in common efforts to harmonize their goals
and aspirations so as to find unity amidst diversity, prosperity in the frame-
work of respect for all people and for future generations, and security based
on peace and understanding,

Having resolved the above, the participating members of The Club of Rome
and of The Center for the Reconstruction of Human Society appeal to all the
concerned citizens of the world to join them in realizing these aims.

4 Al

Seoul, Korea, 31 October 1979

Aurelio Peccei Young Seek Choue
President, The Club of Rome President, The Center for the
Reconstruction of Human Society
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences
The Ministry of Industry
The Ministry of Agriculture and Food

(hereinafter called HOST)

and

The Club of Rome
(hereinafter called COR)

concerning The Club of Rome>Budapest Conference on FOOD FOR SIX BILLION
to be held in Budapest on 26-30 September 1983 (dates yet to be confirmed).

1. The Conference will be held and Participants hosted at the Centre of
the Council of Agricultural Cooperatives.

2. Participants are expected to arrive to Budapest on Monday 26 September
and depart on Friday 30 September.

3. The Conference will comprise five plenary sessions plus a Special #ork-
shop and a visit to the Bdbolna Days.

Other visits may be arranged within the framework of the Conference, if
time permits it.

4, 1In view of the importance of the theme, the Food and Agriculture Organis-
ation of the UN (FAO) and its Director General, Mr Edouard Saouma, have
offered scientific and intellectual support to the preparation of the
Conference. In the tradition of The Club of Rome, however, the Confer-
ence will have no official character and the Participants will attend it
in private capacity.

5. Due to the variety and number of topics, and the necessity of allowing
for a reasonable time for discussion, presentation of papers should be
limited to 20 to 30 minutes each.

Papers themselves should be as concise as possible (e.g. not more than
2-3000 words.) '

FAO has undertaken to make available to Participants well in advance of
the Conference an overall document illustrating the state of, and pros-
pects for, hunger in many parts of the world under present conditions
and trends, and the concepts and approaches which would, on the other
hand, foster a world food security.

6. A Preliminary Programme is enclosed (Annex 1). The five Sessions will
deal with:

1St : Inauguration of the Conference, with keynote speeches and adoption
of the Programme.




10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15

LE The Larger Framework, within which the primary question of

providing adequate food for six (and later more) billion inha-
bitants of Earth should be considered.

3rd . Food Self-Reliance: Its Possibilities and Limits, viewed from
the standpoint of some food-deficit regions, and in the light
of the Hungarian experience.

4th :  The Crucial Problems of Food Trade and Distribution, which have
so far prevented the world community from using the planet's
food production capacity intelligently and equitably to satisfy
the needs of its growing population.

5th ;' What Can and Should be Done: most of the things which must be done
to stamp out the biblical scourge of hunger from the world are
well known, by now, but ways and means are yet to be found to
alert sufficiently public opinion and create political will in
the decision-makers, so as to move from study to action.

A special Workshop to be held in one of the evenings during the Confer-
ence will be devoted to the presentation and discussion of the project
on Total Management of Natural Resources which is being elaborated by
the Group of Balaton.

A visit to Bibolna, on the occasion of Bdbolna Days, will permit to Par-
ticipants to get acquainted with Hungarian agriculture and envisage some
future programmes.

The Press Conference of the late morning of 30 September will conclude the
activities of the Conference.

The Participants to be invited to speak on specific subjects in the differ-
ent Sessions are indicated in Annex 2.

Invitations to participate will be extended by COR. HOST will provide to
COR a list of persons to whom invitations should be sent.

For Participants suggested by HOST, the latter will negotiate the necessary
travel arrangements. For the rest of the invitees it is expected that some
52-55 of them will accept the invitation, and that 34 will need air tickets
provided by HOST (of these about 2/3 will come from countries served by
MALEV flights and 1/3 coming from longer distances).

Hospitality to all Participants during the Conference is kindly offered
by HOST. 1If any Participant is accompanied by spouse or any other
person, the extra costs will have to be borne by the Participant.

The language of the Conference will be English (HOST may provide, if it
so wishes, Hungarian translation).

For Coordination and communication between HOST and COR on all matters
concerning the Conference, HOST appointsMr T. Huber of the Ministry of
Industry.

For COR, in the absence of Mr A. Peccei, contact should be made with his
Assistant, Ms. Anna Maria Pignocchi.

Dated Budapest 3 March 1983

Signed: HOST (L&sz1l6 Kapolyi) COR (Aurelio Peccei)

Enclosures
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ANNEX 2

CoR '83 Budapest Conference Preliminary Selection of Speakers *

FOOD FOR SIX BILLION

I1st Session - Inauguration of the Conference

- *Hungarian Personality(ies) - Opening Address(es)

- Edouard Saouma — FAO Introduction

- Soedjatmoko - Keynote Speech

- Aurelio Peccei - Keynote Speech

- Director of Conference — Illustration of Programme

\

2nd Session - The Larger Framework

- Mohamed Kassas - Man/Nature Relationships

- Lész16 Kapolyi - Energy in Agriculture

— Fermin Bernasconi - Informatics and Agriculture

- Jermen Gvishiani - The Need for a Global Approach

3rd Session- Food Self-Reliance: Its Possibilities and Limits

Victor Urquidi

Faisal Al-Khaled

A View from Latin America
L

The Situation in the Arab World

Suggestions for Rural Development
in Africa

René Lenoir

&5 Sl muE il The Hungarian Experience

4th Session — The Crucial Problems of Food Trade and Distribution

— Jézsef Bognar - Political, Financial and Transport
Obstacles

— S A (UNCTAD) — Opinion from UNCTAD

o "?"""'(USA) s - Opinions from the Exporting Countries

= e v e« GAT EAHELSA)

5th Session — What Can and Should Be Done

- Hungarian Panelist, I.H. Abdel-Rahman,

Jacques Lesourne, Saburo Okita, Panel Conclusions

Aurelio Peccei, Romesh Thapar

Closing of Conference

- Speaker(s) yet to be selected.

* A few of them have not yet been asked to speak: they are now. An early
acceptance in principle by them would be most welcome.
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TH E CLUB OF ROME : g:g:amtl{"lta}l‘: mgv%mcﬁvixg‘w144 Rome, Italy

phone (6) 5918492, 591 6041 - cables AUPECCEI ROME

THE CLUB OF ROME: SCHEMATIC PROFILE

el

e TFounded in Rome (hence its name) in 1968, as a group for reflection
and transcultural, interdisciplinary brainstorming in this period of
profound transitions that are affecting humankind.

e Registered as a non-profit civil association in the Canton of Geneva.

e Objectives: to understand why at this high level of evolution, huma-
nity finds itself in such trouble; and what it must do best to guide
its destiny.

® Specific features of The Club of Rome:

= Maximum of one hundred members worldwide )
= Each member enjoys total ideological and scientific liberty
= All members' activities are voluntary

= The Club of Rome has neither structure nor organization; it does
not even have a budget

= Its influence lies solely in the ideas--good or bad--it proposes.

e It has promoted a dozen main projects, the first being 'Limits to
Growth' and the most recent: 'No Limits to Learning', 'Dialogue on
Wealth and Welfare', and 'Microelectronics and Society'. The
researchers responsible for the individual projects enjoy complete in-
dependence and are asked to present to The Club of Rome a final report.
The Club of Rome helps them to find the funds needed for their work.
The list of the Reports so far published is enclosed.

e Conferences on major themes of current interest are organized by The
Club of Rome at least once a year (in addition to many minor ones) at
the invitation of governments, academies and study centres. The list
of the main conferences held up to now is also enclosed.

dhhkkxikikik

Enclosures

January 1984

® Switzerland: c/o International Management Institute, 4 chemin de Conches, 1231 Conches-Geneva, phor!e (22) 471133, telex 27452, cab'les MANEDUCA
@ Japan: The Japan Committee of The Club of Rome, ¢/0 Japan Techno-Economics Society, Masuda Building, 4-5 Iidabashi, 2-Chome, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo,
phone 263 5501, cables SUPRATECHNO
@ Canada: Canadian Association for The Club of Rome, 275 Remic Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 5W6, phone (613) 7253461
@ USA: The US. Association for The Club of Rome, 1525 New Hampshire Avenue, NX', Washington, D.C. 20036, phone (202) 7457715
@ Australia: Australian Club of Rome, c/0 Streeton Consulting Pty Ltd, 2A Wingadal Place, Point Piper, NS.W. 2027
in: Capftulo Espanol del Club de Roma, Veldzquez 12, Madrid-1
?:rlmany‘:)'lhc Gcn?r:nn Association for The cnzﬁq of Rome, ¢/o Haus Rissen, 2000 Hamburg 56, phone (40) 818021, telex 2163063

X.: The Club of Rome British Group, c/o Pergamon Press - Headington Hill Hall, Oxford OX3 OBW, phone (865) 64881, telex 83177
um: Section Belge du Club de Rome, Avenue Louise 326, 1050 Brussels, tel, (2) 641 ?426, telex 21280

»: Secrétariat Frangais du Club de Rome, 56ter, rue Perronet, 92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine, phone (1) 637 3880, telex 611376

id: The Polish Assodation for The Club of Rome, ¢/o Komitet Polska 2000, PKiN pok. 2117, 00901 Warsaw, phone 203352




~Dennis L, Meadows et al,7
The Limite to Growth
Universe Books, New York,1972

M. Mesarovic and .E. Pestel:
Mankind at the Twrning Point
Dutton, New York, 1974

‘Jan Tinbergen (Coordinator):
RIO - Reshaping the Inter—
national Order

Dutton, New York, 1976

Dennis Gabor et al.:
Beyond the Age of Waste
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1978

Ervin Laszlo et al,:
Goale for Mankind
Dutton, New York, 1977

Thierry de Montbrial:
Energy: The Countdown
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1978

J. Botkin, M. Elmandjra,

M. Malitza:

No Limite to Learning
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1979

Orio Giarini:
Dialogue on Wealth and Welfare
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1980

Bohdan Hawrylyshyn:
Road Mape to the Future
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1980

A, Schaff and G. Friedrichs:
MHicroelectronics and Socdety -
For Better or fon Wonse
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1982

THE CLUB OF ROME

RAPPORTS

Dennis L. Meadows et al.:
Halte & la crotssance?
Fayard, Paris, 1972

M. Mesarovic et E. Pestel:
Stratégie pour demain
Le Seuil, Paris, 1974

Jaﬁ Tinbergen (Coordinateﬁrh
Nord-Sud: du défi au dialogue
Dunod, Paris, 1978

Dennis Gabor et al,:
Sortir de 1'@re 'du gaspillage
Dunod, Paris, 1978

Thierry de Montbrial:
Energie: le compte & rebours
J.-C. Lattés, Paris, 1978

J. Botkin, M. Elmandjra,

M. Malitza:

On ne finit pas d'apprendre
Pergamon France, Paris, 1980

Maurice Guernier:

Tiers-Monde: trois quarté du monde

Dunod, Paris, 1980

Orio Giarini:

Dialogue sur la richesse et le
bien-étre -
Economica, Paris, 1981

Bohdar. llawrylyshyn:

“les  Ltinbraines du futun:
Vens des socittés plus efficaces

PUF, Paris, 1983

Jean Saint-Geours:

L'impératif de coopération Nond-

Sud- La synengie des mondes
Dunod, Paris, 1981

\

INFORMES

Dennis L. Meadows et al.:
Log 1fmites del crecimiento
Fondo de Cultura Econdémica,
Mexico, 1972

M. Mesarovic y E, Pestel:

La humanidad en la encrucijada
Fondo de Cultura Econémica,
Mexico, 1975 '

Jan Tinbergen (Coordenador):
Proyecto RIO
Fondo de Cultura Econbmica,
Mexico, 1978

Ervin Laszlo et al.:
Metas para la humanidad
El Manual Moderno, Mexico, 1980

J. Botkin, M. Elmandjra,

M. Malitza:

Aprender; horizonte 8in limites
Santillana, Madrid, 1979

A. Schaff y G. Friedrichs:
Microelectronica y sociedad -
para bien o para mal
Alhambra, Madrid, 1982
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RAPPORTI

Dennis L. Meadows et al.t

I limiti dello sviluppo
Mondadori, Milano, 1972

M. Mesarovic ed E. Pestel:
Strategie per sopravvivere
Mondadori, Milano, 1974

Jan Tinbergen (Coordinatore):
Progetto RIO per la rifonda-
zione dell'ordine internaziona
Mondadori, Milano, 1977

Dennis Gabor et al,:
Oltre l'etd dello spreco
Mondadori, Milano,1977

Ervin Laszlo et al.:
Obiettivi per l'umanitd
Mondadori, Milano, 1978

Thierry de Montbrial:
Energia: il conto alla rovesct
Mondadori, Milano, 1978

J. Botkin, M, Elmandjra,
M. Malitza:

Imparare il futuro
Mondadori, Milano, 1980

Orio Giarini: ]

Dialogo sulla ricchezza e il
benessere .
Mondadori, Milano, 1982

A. Schaff e G. Friedrichs:
Rivoluzione Microelettronica -
per 4L mealio e pen iL peaaio
Mondadori, Milano, 1982

H.Inose e J. R. Pierce:
Tecnologia dell'informazioe
e nuova cultuna

Mondadori, Milano, 1983

By Aurelio Peccei:

The Chasm Ahead
Macmillan, New York, 1969

The Hwman Quality )
Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1977

®ress, Oxford, 1981
\don, 1982, and

Par Aurelio Peccei:

“~wndred Pages for the Future

* Library, New York,

Aurelio Peccei,Manfred Siebker
et al,:

Quelles limites? Le Club de Rome
répond

Le Seuil, Paris, 1974

L'heure de la vérité
Fayard, Paris, 1975

La qualité humaine
Stock, Paris, 1976

Cent pages pour l'avenir
Economica, Paris, 1981

Por Aurelio Pecceis

Ante el abismo
Macchi, Buenos Aires, 1972

La calidad humana
Taurus, Madrid, 1977

Tegtimonio sobre el futuro
Taurus, Madrid, 1981

Di Aurelio Peccei:

Verso 1'abisso
Etas Kompass, Milano, 1970

Z&Aqualitd wnana
Mondadori, Milano, 1976

Cento pagine per l'avvenire
Mondadori, Milano, 1981



Rome, January 1984

SOME OF THE CLUB OF ROME MAIN MEETINGS

6-7 April 1968, Rome, Italy

Meeting at the Academy of Lincei from which The Club of Rome was born

1969, Vienna, Austria

Meeting with Austrian Chancellor

June 1970, Bern, Switzerland

General Meeting

July 1970, Cambridge, Mass., USA
Meeting at MIT. The 'Limits to Growth' Project launched

4-6 April 1971, Ottawa, Canada

General Assembly

25-27 January 1973, Jouy-en-Josas, France
(1972) ‘Annual Meeting

22-27 October 1973, Tokyo, Japan

Annual Meeting on 'Towards a Global Vision of Human Problems'

4-5 February 1974, Salzburg, Austria

Meeting with Heads of State and Prime Ministers

14-17 October 1974, Berlin (West)

‘Annual Meeting'on 'Towards a Mére Equitable Development 6f World Society'

25-27 June 1975, Alpbach, Austria
'Food for a Doubling World Population'

24-26 July 1975, Guanajuato, Mexico

Meeting with Representatives of Senior Statesmen

12-14 April 1976, Philadelphia, USA

'"New Horizons for Mankind'
19-20 July 1976, Madrid, Spain

"Facing Mankind's Alternatives'
25-28 October 1976, Algiers, Algeria

Annual Meeting on 'Towards a New International Order'

30 August-2 September 1977, Moscow, USSR
Meeting with USSR Scientists

27-30 September 1977, Stockholm, Sweden

Annual Meeting and Meeting with Representatives of Senior Statesmen

13-15 July 1978, Rome, Italy

CoR Tenth Anniversary Meeting



22-24 February 1979, Hamburg, FRG

'Wotrld Economie Crisis and Economic Order'’

6-8 June 1979, Salzburg, Austria

Presentation of ''No Limits to Learning'

2-5 July 1979, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil -

CoR-Jornal do Brasil International Seminar

'

3-6 October 1979, Berlin (West)

Annual Meeting on 'The Coming Decade of Danger and Opportunity'

29-31 October 1979, Seoul, Korea

' Prospects and Problems of Human Society in the XXI Century'

8-9 May 1980, New York, USA
Meeting at the United Nations on 'Regionalism and the New
International Economic Order'

6-8 June 1980, Athens, Greece

'Western Europe-Arab World--Avenues for Cooperation'

16-19 June 1981, Caracas, Venezuela
Annual Meeting on 'Alternatives for Humankind: The Role of
Latin America'

5-7 October f981, Yaoundé, Cameroun
'Cooperation between Africa and its Partners of the International
Community'

24-26 October 1981, Seville, Spain

'Arab-European Dialogue'

26-28 October 1982, Tokyo, Japan
Annual Meeting on 'Approaching the 21st Century: Global Problems
and Human Choices'

7-10 May 1983, Kuwait

'Cooperation for Development'

26-29 September 1983, Budapest, Hungary

Annual Meeting on 'Food for Six Billion'

15-17 December 1983, Bogotd, Colombia

'"Development in a World of Peace'

Note ': The above list does not include:

= The meetings organized in their own countries by the Associations
for the CoR

= Other meetings of a working character and more reduced dimensions
organized by CoR itself (average: 4-5 per year)



Rome, 8-13 March 1984

THE CLUB OF ROME: AGENDA FOR THE END OF THE CENTURY

Less than 6,000 days separate us from the year 2000, which represents not
only the end of a century that has seen extraordinary scientific, techno-
logical, economic, social, political and military developments, but also
the end of a millennium during which humankind emerged from the Dark Ages,
set its domain all over the world and its skies, and became the basic
factor of change in this corner of the Universe.

What will happen in these 6,000 days will depend almost exclusively on
what humans will do, and on how and when they will do it, and is likely to
modify their condition more radically than anything which occurred at any
previous time. Momentous events and decisions are in fact maturing which
are bound to change the course of human history.

Although the future cannot be prophesied, it is logical to expect that
during these 6,000 days:

e A supplementary population, almost as large as that which had accumul-
ated during all the preceding ages up to the beginning of this century,
will be added to the present one and must be accommodated on Earth by
the year 2000, while at the same time provisions must be made for settling
many more people later on.

e The already strained relations between our species and its natural
environment will continue to deteriorate and the situation must be
drastically redressed before it reaches irreversible breakdown.

e Human society will grow increasingly in size, intricacy and internal
connections, so that, although highly diversified, it will in reality
become a tightly-woven, integrated and interdependent system spanning
the entire world, requiring altogether new political philosophies, new
institutions and new methods of global governance.

¢ New high technologies will be developed in such fields as microelectro-
nics, genetic engineering, space, ocean deeps and materials, giving
humankind even more overweening power to be used for good or ill, and
which will thus have a beneficial or a deleterious impact depending on
whether or not human development manages to keep pace.

e Fateful decisions will be made on whether to continue or to stop the
arms race, and thus the build-up of nuclear warheads will either grow
until these weapons will practically start firing by themselves or else
they will be cocooned and dismantled and the presently rampant culture
of violence will begin to give way to a new culture of nonviolence.

In the light of all these probable evolutions, it is perhaps not beyond
reason to affirm that a whole era is now on the wane and a new one is dawn-
ing, confronting humankind with a new set of extreme alternatives. These
can be cataclysmic if we who live at these hinges of history are unprepared
for the change, or rewarding beyond imagination if we understand the mutating
realities and face up to them as the responsible protagonists of this novel
phase in the human venture.

To be true to its wvocation of trying to perceive what it takes for our
generations to respond adequately to the challenges and opportunities of



this age of great transitions, The Club of Rome should, in my view, focus
essentially on the crucial issues which are emerging and will affect the
future of all peoples and nations.

To do this, we must attempt to envision the overall human condition in an
epochal perspective. The fact that nobody else has essayed to do this
till now should not deter us, nor should the realization of the immensity
and complexity of the facets and problems to be considered, even if we are
just to explore them superficially or analyze only some of their main
aspects.

However empirical and tentative, an assessment of these issues has become
indispensable if we want to prepare for a future which promises to be
completely different from anything we have experienced, and try to make it
worth living. This is why I am convinced that, even though the odds are
great, The Club of Rome should do its best to bring these major issues
dramatically to the attention of the public at large and, of course, of
scholars, religious leaders and decision makers too. Only if all these
sectors are sensitized to the obligation to devote all our capacities to
confront the unprecedented perils and chances they embody, can our genera-
tions adequately play their role as worthy heirs of our forebears and
responsible progenitors of future generationms.

The Club of Rome and its regional or national associations have a number of
other enquiries or projects under way or under consideration. $Some of these
touch upon these great issues only indirectly or are devoted entirely to

other fields, such as global poverty, complexity, the enterprisein flux, micro-
projects, bioengineering and society, and alternative futures (Forum Humanum--
FH).  All should of course be continued both for their own merits and because
they may provide a valuable background for the study of the main global issues.

The analysis of these global issues should not be considered just as an
exercise in theoretical speculation. It must have the positive connotation
of a search and research on what humankind should accomplish during these
6,000 days to prepare and meet with reasonably good chances the extraordinary
challenge of the new era. I would lable as 'missions' the great enter-
prises of global scope our generations must set to themselves in order to
survive the shocks, threats and constraints of the future and at the same
time take advantage of the openings it presents for them to reach an unpre-
cedented level of human fulfilment and quality of 1life.

Put in this way, the objectives of these missions should be recognized to be
in everybody's interest, while no peoples or nations have enough power to
attain them alone, or to make them unduly serve their specific goals to the
detriment of the others'. All human groups therefore should be ready in
principle to consider these missions and their objectives as matters for wide-
based cooperation.

I will now briefly deal with five of the key missions which the human commu-
nity should undertake before the end of the century, indicating also a few
of the ideas which I feel are representative of the thinking which should
guide them. Although it is a truism, let me affirm first that this new
phase of human history is predicated on the assumption that it will not be
preempted by a nuclear war. For this, the world must rely on the
restraint and wisdom of the two superpowers, which may seem to be asking

too much, since it is their power politics that have brought humankind to
this extreme predicament, while a tragic human mistake or rash of folly,

or an electronic circuit failure could well trigger off a holocaust. Such



a drastic finish to our career looks anyway so unearthly that I propose that
we discard it in our reasoning.

Let me recall that some 15 years ago the concept of 'limits to growth',unpo-
pular as it was in that period of euphoria, was undauntedly advanced by The
Club of Rome as a warning against the self-complacency of industrial
society. Today, in a much more critical world situation, The Club of Rome
should not waver over taking an equally determined stand, this time to shake
society out of its inertia and resigned acceptance of things as they are.
Under the present circumstances, the fundamental concept to be fostered is
that it is fully within our powers to reverse the current negative trends
and set humankind on the ascent again. To do this is indeed our bounden
duty, and we must brace up to accomplish it, while not to do it would render
us wholly guilty because it would be tantamount to giving free sway to the
worst alternatives of our future.

Now, I would like to submit that the essential role The Club of Rome should
try to play in the crucial period ahead should be that of contributing in all
possible ways to the renaissance of the human spirit and the redress of human
fortunes in a sane society; and that it should focus on the five following
great issues I consider among the most decisive for the human future.

e Human Settlements

To settle and provide a decent standard of living for the additional
population expected on Earth without disrupting the environment irreme-
diably is probably the largest real problem facing humankind during the
next few decades. Here are some aspects of the problem:

e TFrom the dawn of time till the year 1900, human population grew
slowly to reach a total of 1.6 billion. Then it quickly jumped to
4.7 billion by 1983. This unexpected exponential growth caught the
world unprepared, so much so that almost one fourth of the total po-
pulation has to live near or below the poverty line, which is morally
and politically intolerable.

® By the year 2000, a supplementary population of 1.5 billion is
expected,while still another 1.5 billion will probably be added in
the subsequent 20 years. Then the population will apparently
continue to increase, but projections are not very reliable.

e These new waves of people are not going to accept a life of destitution.
Yet the problem is that they must be settled in practically the same
areas as those already occupied by the present population, since lands

" fit for human permanent habitation are limited and represent probably
the most finite of our finite natural resources. Altogether, what
may be considered as the ‘human habitat' is only about one quarter of
the Earth's ice-free land surface.

° Moreover, these same areas also contain the bulk of the agricultural
soils, which should never be sacrificed, no matter how pressing the
demand for space for otheruses. Soil is our crucial life-support
system, and must be protected at all costs against any kind of erosion,
because when soil is lost it is practically lost forever. Suffice it
to recall that, even with the best protection of a well balanced plant
cover, Nature takes from 100 to 400 years or more to generate 1 cm of
topsoil.

¢ The rest of the planet too is indispensable for our existence, of
course. The outlying masses, the seas and the oceans, the atmosphere



and some superficial layers of the Earth crust are essential as
providers of life-support and resources. But they cannot be the
permanent home of man.

e The only possibility of accommodating in a fairly orderly way the
six, seven or more billion who will soon have to share the Earth,
and of doing this while maintaining in a passably good state the
natural environment they and their successors will need for all the
time to come, is to prepare in advance some kind of overall 'master
plan' of global land occupancy.

° It is true that, since rather less than 10% of the new population
will be born in the present developed countries, the question more
directly concerns the Third World and especially some of the high
population growth countries. But it is no less true that the entire
world system may be disrupted if a substantial part of it is thrown
into chaos by unsettled overpopulation.

e This is why I have proposed a broad-line feasibility study of inte-
gral land use, management and conservation, region by region, for
the world as a whole. Of course in such a study land must be
considered with all its natural characters and appurtenances, such
as the nature of the soil, water, climate and biophysical resources,
as well as the human population and its artifacts.

e A land use plan, however, is not enough. Actually, to instal these
additional populations decently, what may be called a fully equipped
'second world' is needed. The physical infrastructure alone of
this second world will require construction work comparable to that
which humankind has carried out in the last 1000 years. Just up to
the year 2000, housing and facilities must be built for 15,000
cities each with a population of 100,000 (or 1.5 million villages with
1000 people), to say nothing of the need to upgrade the wretched
dwellings which today are the abode of the most destitute of our
fellow humans.

e An immense corollary problem is that all these people must then
earn their living. It is estimated that before the end of the
century upwards of a billion new jobs must be created or equivalent
occupations found for a swelling workforce which will crowd the
cities and the countryside, again mostly in the Third World.

These few observations are sufficient to outline the complexity and
colossal dimensions of the tasks incumbent upon our generations; they
may also suggest the amount of human suffering and the explosion of
rebellion and pent-up violence which may be the consequence of not
making timely provision for adequately accommodating the burgeoning
human population. Though the problem is rooted essentially in the
poor countries, it cannot be attacked adequately if policies, strate-
gies and means are not prepared in advance with the long-term, planned
financial and organizational support of the whole world community. And
in turn this will require an uncommon sense of brotherhood and entirely
new measures of global solidarity and an enlightened vision of self-
interest consonant with this day and age.

Conservation of Nature

Strictly connected with the preceding problem is the greatest danger
for humankind, namely that, growing in numbers, power and appetite, our



species will tend to live beyond the means offered by the global context
of this small Earth of ours. This is something that is already occur-
ring in some sectors and regions even today. The danger does not lie
so much in the field of inanimate resources, bécause the Earth's crust
after all is so thick that it can satisfy increasing human demands one
way or another; though some shortages may be experienced in certain
resources, substitutive materials and new energy sources can probably
provide alternative solutions. Quite different, however, is the
situation in the more vital realm of the life-support capacity of the
world's ecosystems considered in their totality, both inside and outside
what I call the human habitat. The state of the planet under these
aspects is very little known; and the time has come to assess it with
the utmost care before it is too late.

e The all-important place in the Universe is our biosphere, formed by
the thin mantle of soil, air and water on the Earth's surface,
because it is there where life, as we know it, exists. The human
species is part and parcel of the pool of life which thrives there
and so it should endeavour to keep it as healthy as possible.

e The biosphere had evolved for several billion years before homo
sapiens appeared in its midst about one million years ago and then
spread and imposed his presence and his mode of life over all other
species.

e Pursuing his ends, humankind has increasingly transformed the natural
environment, making many parts of it well suited for its evolving
living styles, but at the same time displacing or eliminating plants
and animals often so recklessly as to lay waste other areas once
prosperous and now no longer ‘productive or inhabitable.

e The result is that nowadays the texture of wildlife on the
planet is seriously degraded, and this already affects our life too.
We are confronted with a quite dismaying picture: wilderness, the
.treasure chest of Nature, disappearing; deserts advancing;
tropical forests in rapid decimation; boreal forests poisoned by
air pollution and acid rains; coastal zones and estuaries ruined;
vast numbers of animal and plant species in course of extinction,
with even more massive hecatombs in sight; waters, soils and the
very air we breathe contaminated with the dust, litter and chemicals
of our civilization which change their character; natural cycles,
climate and the ozone layer tampered with often irreversibly.

e Even the strategic biological systems on which humankind so heavily
depends for its daily life are under stress; croplands are over-
harvested, pasturelands overgrazed and oceans overfished. Yet, the
number of people who are hungry or malnourished is even larger than
in the past; and human demands are steadily soaring. It is
expected that the present generations will consume more natural
resources during their lifetime than all past generations put to-
gether, and that henceforth consumption will increase even more
quickly than population.

e As an example, food, the primary commodity, is a matter of concern
for all the foreseeable future. The existence of a much vaunted
theoretical world food potential which is still certainly fairly
high, can provide us with little solace in the face of these trends
and the disorder of the world markets, not least because of the very
serious phenomenon of topsoil erosion caused by our malpractices



both where traditional farming prevails and where modern agriculture
has been adopted. While no reliable world estimate of the total
loss of food productivity due to soil erosion has been made, the
figures available give rise to much concern.

e Besides food, the production of foodstuffs, firewood, fiber and
other plant and animal products also causes great worries since they
are probably heading for an irreversible decline.

e Food security and the availability of these other natural where-
withals for human life, so important in themselves, are doubly impor-
tant because they are also indispensable ingredients of peace. So,
even if their deficit is rooted essentially in the less developed
regions, the associated difficulties are bound to have an effect on
the entire world system.

e Man however is related with Nature in thousands of other ways. He is in
fact even more intimately integrated in and more fundamentally dependent
on the world of life than may be suggested by any simple comparison
with the economics of what we call 'resources'. His psycho-physical
existence is the product of myriad interchanges and osmosis with the
rest of life. He should therefore abstain from doing anything which
may weaken or modify the world biomass and its habitat. He must be
quite sure that any changes resulting from his action do not adversely
affect the regenerative capacity of Nature or impair his own balance
therewith. More than that, he should engage in a systematic campaign
to mitigate at least part of the damage he has inflicted on his natural
environment during the past.

e Long-term Nature conservation plans and strategies are thus becoming
imperative not only to let humankind obtain and retain the living
resources it needs, but also to keep the planet healthy over the years
as an obligation towards future generations. The objectives are
many in number, for instance: the survival of non human species and
protection of ecosystems even when they are not of immediate interest;
the safeguarding of marginal ecological processes and life-support
systems; and the preservation of the genetic diversity of the biomass
which is an expression of the Earth's evolutionary capacity that, among
other things, has produced our species and which we may well need again
tomorrow.

The establishment of harmony between man and Nature not only responds to
considerations of immediate interest and those regarding the existence of
humankind in the foreseeable future; it is also a profound cultural value
because homo sapiens cannot consider himself as the absolute master of
the planet or live here in splendid isolation, and he cannot disinter-

est himself in the world of life without losing part of his own humanity
which throughout the centuries has been nurtured by imageries, fables,
myths, poetry and songs inspired by the other forms of life.

Harmony is indispensable too, not least because of the great overhanging
danger that, in a not so distant future, when humankind may have built

its splendorous technological world and solved all its major economic,
political, military and social problems, it will discover to its horror
that in the process it has reduced the Earth to such a state that it is

no longer capable biologically of supporting our formidable but improvident
species. Therefore, the 'carrying capacity' studies started in various
places should be stepped up, and must be expanded to embrace all regions
and coordinated at the world level.



Governance of the System

The greatest obstacle to embarking on the weighty missions humankind is
called upon to perform in this period is the absolute ungovernability of
society, as presently organized. In these circumstances, no great
enterprise of global scope has the slightest chance of being carried out,
or even designed, however essential it may be. Despite the system-like
nature of humankind's global body, no political philosophy or institutions
have been evolved to ensure its governance. Human development has
indeed been bewildering in its accumulation of scientific knowledge,
technological proficiency and industrial efficiency, even though these

are matters that often proceed more or less anarchically, deepening the
divisions among the different societies; but this 'progress' has not

been matched by a parallel development in social and political inventiveness,
creativity and performance. This mismatch and imbalance between man the
inventor and man the administrator begin within the human being himself
and spread to all levels of aggregation, creating societies which are thus
incapable of effectively and rationally devising ways of controlling,
harmonizing and directing to useful ends the immense means, knowledge

and experience they collectively possess, with the result that the entire
world remains in a state of disorder, instability and unruliness.

° One of the major reasons why the human system remains utterly un-—
governable is at present East-West rivalry and tensions and North-
South asymetry and gaps.

¢ The system is anyhow almost ungovernable because of the fragmentation
of the human community into some 160 states—-big and small, old and
new, powerful and weak, but all 'sovereign', namely self-righteous
and self-concerned.

¢ Functionally, therefore, today's teeming and powerful human community
limps ahead as an aggregation of disparate subsystems each trying to
go its own way and each defending its own interests independently
one from another, except when some of them form groups to oppose
other groups.

e Then there is the fact that the levels of development of all these
states are so wide apart that, even if they wanted to find common

ground for cooperation, they would have great difficulties in so
doing.

. Yet, as the global system becomes ever more inter-knit by cross-
boundary trade and investment, by communication and transport networks,
by tourism, by the worlds of sport, music and entertainment, and not
least by atmospheric and oceanic pollution and by the threats deriving
from the military build-ups,all its parts are inextricably drawn
together willy-nilly into a heterogeneous but unified pool in which
all of them are affected by what happens to the others, and so all
will have a common destiny.

. Therefore, for better or for worse, overall development of the total
system, and hence of all its parts, must be a matter of concern for
every human group, whatever its present condition; and in the same
way, as democracy, participation and the civic virtues of mutual
respect and solidarity make for the strength of individual societies,
the corresponding attitudes must be evolved in the international scene
if the whole of the world is not to collapse one day or another.



The time when each nation could try to afford to go it alone, heedless of
the others, will soon be over. Even small or weak human groups will be
able to destabilize the entire system and therefore they must be given a
hearing and to an increasing extent be given satisfaction. Thus, in
everybody's self-interest, the sphere of active solidarity must be
expanded from the national to the regional and the global realm, and ways
and means found to translate this new posture into institutions, policies
and strategies.

The first move will probably have to be made by East and West. When they
finally come to perceive that their armaments and scheming are cancelling
each other out, they will be automatically induced to try to find ways of
combining their power and capacity to steer the world in directions agreeable
to them. This will be a great step forward, but only a step, because soon
after they will discover also that the best way to fare ahead is not to try
to impose their will, but to join with others too because only through the
creative and responsible participation of all human groups can the state of
both the planet and humankind really be improved.

For all this to happen, as I will explain in a moment, the triggering device
cannot but be a profound cultural evolution that the CoR should show the
way in promoting. It will have to face all kinds of difficulties and pit-
falls, but as this is the right way, it will be helped in this by the

force of things characterizing the new age.

Human development.

The most wvaluable assets humankind can count on to ensure the cultural,
political and spiritual evolution required to stop its decline and prepare for
the future are to be found in the still untapped resources of comprehension,
vision and creativity as well as in the moral energies which are inherent in
every human being as a part of his or her genetic endowment.

These resources can and must be developed as an indispensable precondition
to make tomorrow's world livable, and to ensure that there will in fact be
a future for humankind. This is a new mission that humanity must set
itself--a mission that will have no end. Its rationale is simple and
complicated at the same time.

e The extraordinarily great progress made by our techno-scientific and
industrial capacity has given us the knowledge and means to change
practically everything on Earth more or less beyond recognition, but it
has not given us a clear vision of what we are doing, nor the wisdom to do
it exclusively for the betterment of self and environment.

e Not understanding the import and impact of the mutations we bring about,
we are increasingly lagging behind and at odds with the fast-changing
real world. Now, with the advent of even higher technologies and the
.spread of industrial, superindustrial and postindustrial civilization,
there is the risk of incongruities growing still further. People at
large will find it difficult to adapt to things ever more artificial,
whose logic and even language are so alien to human tradition that
only a small 'élite' is likely to find itself at ease with them.

e Progress, as it is now understood, certainly cannot be stopped. There-
fore, humankind's only recourse is to enhance the quality and qualities
of its members all over the world so that, by learning how to ride the
technological tigers they have unleashed, humans and not machines will
be tomorrow's protagonists.



Fortunately, as now widely recognized, the normal human being, even when
living in deprivation and obscurity, is endowed with an innate brain
capacity and a learning ability that can be stimulated and enhanced far
beyond the current relatively modest world average level of utilization.

A movement which is still incipient was started by a CoR-sponsored

project called 'Learning'. This shows that people at large have the capa-
bility of vastly improving their understanding of reality and their
performance. Indeed, their potential is humankind's greatest resource--
and one which is not only renewable but also expandable and ubiquitous.

Many more reasons than those emerging from what has already been said make this
human development most urgent. One reason is the radical change likely

to occur in the relations between man and his work. As a consequence

of rapidly progressing automation, robotization, informatics and tele-
matics, there is the danger in the developed countries too of sudden,
unchecked mass structural unemployment that will affect particularly

the young. The social impact will be enormous, unfathomable. The

work ethics, the lofty place traditionally attributed to work in man's

life and even the Marxist concept of the class structure of society

will all be revolutionized.

A few figures are sufficient to illustrate the situation a-building. The
average life expectancy in developing countries is upwards of 70 years,
or 600,000 hours, of which two-thirds may be supposed to be absorbed by
physiological requirements (growing, sleeping, resting, eating, etc.).
This leaves about 200,000 hours available for the 'cultural activities'
which distinguish man from animal; and, as the average work hours
during a lifetime will soon be reduced to 40/50,000 (or less), the non-
work hours available for other activities will greatly outnumber the
work hours. This 'free' time may weigh on society as a curse, or
become the magic key to its self-realization; but to pursue the second
alternative, 'human development' is indispensable, while society itself
must profoundly change some of its basic tenets, including probably
profit as the mainstay of its system of reward.

Another reason why human development is so imperative is that, to get out

of its predicament, humankind must realize where it is at present, where

it is going and where it could go instead. The study of the options

open to us for 'desirable' alternative futures, rather than the sombre one
towards which we are rushing, is the objective of the Forum Humanum project,
which represents just a first tentative step in this direction. In this
time of accelerating events and extreme alternatives, however, a sense of
direction and a high degree of concern for the long-term future must become
standard features of a culture of survival and progress accepted by the
majority of the world population.

‘Nonviolent Society

As already mentioned, a premise of future-oriented thinking is quite evidently
the absence of a nuclear holocaust. This is a necessary but not entirely
sufficient condition to bridge this transition period. To ensure the long-
term development of the mighty humankind which will live in the new era, it

is necessary to banish altogether war and with it military and nonmilitary
violence from the parameters of its evolution and culture.

The primary mutation needed in our traditional outlook and values is that
of freeing ourselves and our societies from the 'complex of violence' we



NOTE:

10.

inherited from our ancestors. For them, recourse to violent means
was natural because, weaker than other creatures and still scantily
endowed with experience and tools, they had to be permanently on
the alert and the defensive.

This is why violence is, though wrongly, considered part of the human
nature still now, when the concept of nonviolence must instead become
one of our basic cultural values. I submit that this reality is
progressively recognized, and that violence, erstwhile means of
survival or ascent, is seen now as the main cause of our doom.
Violence and its ideology of whatever sort are in fact remnants

of a past which is no more, cultural derangements and social
pathologies as incompatible with the new era as slavery or human
sacrifices would be for today's society.

Peace is the primary factor in any equation in which development,
quality of life and self-realization are the objectives to be pursued.
And peace is to be understood in its universal depth and breadth of
nonviolence not only at all levels and sectors of human society, but
also in the relationships between human society and Nature.

Aurelio Peccei

Aurelio Peccei dictated the last part of this 'Agenda' less than
12 hours before passing away on 14 March. The document is,
unfortunately, unfinished, and he did not see this typed version.

Anna Pignocchi
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