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by J, S. Erskine, Wbl:1.'ville, N.S. 

for N~va Scotia Museum of Science, Halifax, N.S. 

During the ,ummer of 1958 I was again· in the field 
in the servioe of the Nova Sootia Muoeum of Scienoe, 1nvestigatiis 
the arohaeologioal picture of Indian life in--Nova Scotia. My 
first intention had been to repeat in Cape Breton the kind ' of 
superficial survey tha t I had , oegun in 1957 in southwestern 
Nova Scotia. Before starting I investigated a site near 
Melanson in Kings County. Then I set out for Cape Breton 
where I dug the -remains of a emall site near Little N'!trrows; 
and then investigated _yainly the ·.r1J11ours of s1 tes thr~ugMut 
the ielan<!. and the oaotern half o:!' Nova 3ootia. ' 'llil• reou:lts 
he,-e were SM,nty. baring Augut I retul'!'led·to · l'!eaP !liver 
to oontinue the . oKoe.vation of the •ite fo,und last year at . 
the mouth of the river. HoweveP, l foun<i that · ,w · 
he.ii given -me .•. M inade<;uate it1ea of the site whioh was so lai-~e 
and deep that a month was insuf:!'ioient ·for·oompleto diggin~ 
of mo-re than the -oent?"al wigwam. 

This -~epnrt, the~etore, is- agaln·merely a state~e~i 
of progress. It inoludes: 
1. Observations on the Melanson site. 
2. Details of the exoavation of the Odaskwanokh eite. 
}. Details of the nartial exoavation of the Bear River site. 
4. A miaoellany of· observations.and supplements to Notes, 19J•. 
5 . SUmmary to date. 

1 • Melanson. 
On the northwest bank of the Gas1ereau River, ~e~imiillt 

e.)out a g_uarler-mile above the Melanson -1r dge, is the .site of a 
soatta?ed enoampment whe re for a generation o~more local famti1e• 
have picked up arrowheads. A great part of the site had ·ieen 
ploughed in the autumn of 19 57, so that it was possible to ma:l'k 
down the ancient wigwam-sites •Y the oonnentrations of cons~iluoVe 
ohips of white quartz. These ooncentrations avoided the lower 
areas· and were scattered for about four hundred yards and neve~ 
more than thirty yards from the river. Farther u_pstream and 
on the other bank of the river oooasional chippings could be 
found. 

The reason why this had been chosen as site for a camp 
became Q~vious when , on my visit on 20th April, I found the 
river ) ank lined with families dipping smelts. A month later 
a ~reat net on the farther shore was scooping up gaspereaux. 
No doubt, salmon to o would have been common in Indian times. 
The obvious season for occupation, then, would have••een l ate 
.lpr11 and May. A marsh still disoharged a rivulet along a 
ditch through the centre of the camp, and this would pro)aely 
have provided the Indi~ns with drinking water. (Many sites 
suggest that the Indians preferred spring or brook water to 
river wate r. ) 

Mr. Bad Martin who owns part of the site, showed me 
what remained of his collection of "arrowheads".. One of 
ohalcedony was round-based long-tr;~i;w.ijtar; one of amethyst-
tinted quartz was long-triangular , BKa-notohed; a •roken 
spearheadof whitish chalcedony? was pressure-flaked; and 
there was a piece of greyish flint, round-pointed and jagged-
edged, which seemed to have .•een the 18u s iness end of some tool. 
In answer to Mr. Martin's 4uery, I cou l d only venture that it 
was some sort of knife. He told me that he had picked up many 
more points, as well as a French iron t omahawk , but that these 
ha d been given away . Turing the spring I searched the site 
many times and picked up a f ew points , mostly broken, and some 
scrapers and curious long pieces of slate suggesting whetstones. 
A few sherds of pottery were fou~ in the ploughed area, but 
these were much eroded, and it seemed to me that most pieces 
must have crumbled a s a result of r ough treatment and exposure. 
There were many fragments of American and British chinaware 
of the nineteenth century, fragments of iron and rusty nails 
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both of wrought iron and of drawn wire . This suggested that 
the gathering fo r fish ing had gone on .· until the beginning of 
this oen tury , which older Indi ans confirm . 

On ly one spo t showed bl ack ash . I dug t here and 
found fire - reddened hearthstones but nothing else, so that this 
camp p rob9-bly dated f rom an age mo re recent than fl i nt - wo r k ing . 
An old dyke ran along the edg e of t he eno :1.mpment 1 and a t the 
upper end there were a few suare yards of undisturbed turf 
outside the dyke , and h ere I du g some test - holes . In a lmost 
every hole I found black ash , but the d epth of sta ined soil was 
never more than one i nch 1 and in other places there were suocesstve 
layers of black a sh and yellow s il t about one-quarter of an inch 
thick . In so di f fuse a oamp , where wigwams could be pitched 
anywhere and only fo r a short period a t eaoh occupati on , it could 
never hA-ve been pr ofi t abl e to dig . At one spot I found thi rty 
small sherds of a single pot, many chips 1 and a \ ea ut ifully 
worked arr owhea d of vi olet qu a rtz which had \ een discarded when 
almost compl ete \ ecause of an i ntractable flaw in t he stone . 
Points . I found only t wo entire po ints and eight br ok en ones, 
t oo few for adequ ate generalization . Three ( including both 
entire ones) are of quartzite, one stemmed , two t r i angul a r , 
which grou p them into Lower Wo odland technique, tho ugh it seems 
th9.t the technique wa s continued into the Middle Micmac period . 
All the rest can be assigned to typi cal Middle Micmac techni Q.ue . 
Po ttery. The only t wo pot-rims were of Middle Micmac type : 
finn and l arge, with a l mos t vertical rims, elaborately corded 
and TJ unched outside and well scar ified inside. 
Food~ No t r a ces of food we re fo,und, We have presu_med that fish 
was the staple . The neighbouring fence - 11ne i s crowded with 
chokecher!"ies and hawt~orns, but I Could find rto compar atle 
fen ce- lines to serve as a cont rol fo :t' n~mer:lcal study. I n its 
upper part the camp i s be rdeted by an ol d Channel of the rive ri 
now marshy and choked with bogbean, Meny,mthes tr:lfol iata L. 
In Europe the r oots of t h i s pl ant were used as a f amine food and 
as a medioine 1 but Vi ctorin (Fl ore Lau rentienne) no t es only 
medicinal us es of the pl 9.nt in Canada , and Wallis doe s not l i st 
it among t he pl ants us ed by the Micmacs . However , this i s one 
of the only two stations of this pl ant within forty mi les . 
Summa ry . There i s no doubt that this enc~mpment was used seasonally 
by the Ind i ~ns duri ng many centuries , pro~ai ly only during the 
five weeks of the year when smelt and ga s perea ux we re running . 
No t ools suggest the Red-?aint people, ab out one - ~uarter might 
have been mad e by t he Lower Woodland culture , the r est ~elong 
to the Middle Micmac period . As usua l, the Acadian period i s 
poorly repre s ented. One piece of clay pipe-stem is so thick 
a s t o su es t the hand- made 1 es of Frenc a ilors 1 and the 

French iron tomahawk " may ave been a trade-axe lik e the ones 
in t he Pictou buri a l. However , 1t i s 111 building on possibilitie s 
and hearsay . I turned away from Ne l anson convinced tha t, while 
much mi ght be picked up, little could be learned from scattered 
an d pl oughed si t e s . 

Doring t he summer a new dyke was bulldozed and draglined 
along t his section of river, and the gr ea ter part of t he camp was 
destroyed . 

2 . Odaskwanokh. 
I began my vtsit to Cape Breton with a piece of good 

luck . The f irst Indi an I met was John Googoo , once a ~uide 
and now jus t ba ok f r om hospital . He was not one of the very 
knowledgeable Indi~ns , but he was f riendly and helpfu l. In his 
y outh he had belonged t o the \ and of f our families which ha d 
travelled the a re a Vfuycocomagh - Lake Ai nslie - Ma"h ou - ~art Hood, 
and he rememb ered having dug a rrowheads a t a camp near Little 
Narrows . Two Americans, he s a i d , had also unearthed t wo axes 
there . His son showed me the pl a ce, and I set to work on i t. 

Th e camp had been on a gr avel spit at the narrows 
where the tide f r om the Br as D10r flowed into and from the 
brackish lake which the Indians oall Oda'skwanokh = cattails 
( cf . ska.nook , Rand) . I ha d already s earohe h s area i ut ad 

~ d that spo""t" beoause it was on the wrong side of the 
ohann~l f r om the only fresh water . However. in thi s case t he 
gr avel site and oano e-)eaoh and the nearness to the fishing had 
outweighed the usually preponderant f ac t or of f r esh water . They 
mus t have fetched their water by canoe , t hough only from some 
fifty .vards aws.y . 



The snit r an almost due ea st and wes t with the narrows 
a t t he western 'end . Spruce- trees fring ed the spit from about 
ten yards f r om the narrows , but John Googoo s a id tha t in his a oyhood 
a ll this ha d ~een bar e . A level bald s tretch, much hummocked 
by digging and modern oamp - si tes , ran along the centr e and was 
edged on the north by an a lmost continuous shallow hollow whi ch 
l ooked like a borrow- pit. I suspected a long- house , but test - ho l es 
showed a barr en ~ap of nearly ten yards in the mi dd le . Onc e 
ther e had been a mill- dam a cross the narrows, so tha t many confusing 
de t a ils may have been added by the whites . 

In the ·main s ite, which began about fifteen yards east 
of the po int, I found a very oonfused deposi t . The only shells 
were ocaasional valves of oys ter, no~ s'ufficient to protect 9ones 
f rom decay, so that the usual interesting information a9 out food 
was missing , but the channel is still us ed for ee l - speari ng . 
Even without the usual bulk of she l l , the deposit was as much as 
sixteen inches deep, of ash and chi ~ped stone , There were r a ther 
small hea rthstones a t Z1 1 A- 1 , and D-1. It would have 9 een 
difficu lt for mo re than one of these t o :'le used at n time, yet 
t h ere were 11 ttle differences t et ween them . From B2 SJ uthwestward 
and f r om - 2 eas twa rd had al ready been dug, and even the n a r row 
undisturbed strips were confused on t he surface by the r emains 
of nineteenth- oentary Micmac camps . 

(Ac co r ding to John Googoo 1 t h is camp became uninhaa itaa le 
some fo rt ear ause of host s. The same st ry_Js told 
a out the Bear River site, and t in s 
'rai; i onal i zati on by tFi'eTncU ans o e een drive ut 
Dy the whi t e"t . Goo . oo told me also wh _r_e_n__ longer 
an o sters o De oun re e and 'aeen 
ah in o s rs nearb whe er- f i hers ve 

~ . The __ r end then su 11 et I s ake the oysters 
ou e bay . " o the hun o s e s on r asses f r tn_e __ 

nw of their can n tr'l iled them in ater n.t~ds 
.The oysters t ook the hin t , and now they have a ll 

move o th • Magi c, a c co rding to Malinowski , i s used when 
ractical measures a re not available. ?lfos t Indi s.ns have onl y the 

most confused ideas of their own ri ght s and of the limitat ions 
of thos e of the whites, Feeling, probal ly correctly I that they 
have no chance of justice , as they understand it, under white 
man 's law , t hey resort t o magical revenges which are l eyond the 
l aw and restore t heir s el f -respect . ) 

At - 13 occupa ti on rema ins t o a depth of six i nches or 
less began again . This w!ts the "b est defined wigwam s ite that 
I had found until this time . It was semi - ci r cular, the half 
west of - 'i 3 h aving beF.!n dug already I and nineteenth - century 
remains , includ i ng a f inger-ring which may once have l een wo rth 
f ive cents, we rP. common in the cen tre . In the b or r ow- uit to 
the north were the fla t stones wh i ch had been used t o h~ld 
spruc e-boughs ag.~inst the wall of the wigwam . I have met these 
ot he rwi se only a t t he wes t ern wi gwRm of Bear River, an d I suspect 
that i n both cases they belonged to recent camps, 
Stone-working. As Googoo observed to me , th e old Indians mus t 
have used this pla ce as a f a ctory for manufac turing stones l rought 
f rom elsewhere , since t hese were not local f:t ones . This is true 
-1.nd i nteresting . The great ma jority of chips snd tools we re of 
a greyish-black rhyolitic lava which, according to Mr. Will i am 
Take of the N. S,Mus eum, could have come f r om many places in Cape 
Breton , the nearest being Lake Ainslie. Ot her rocks inc luded 
white quartz, wh i ch cou ld have come f rom anywhere, and agate and 
chaloedony typical of the North Mountain t h r ee hundred miles 
away but pe r haps from some undiscovered source i n Cape Breton. 
The quality of the stone was generally good, except t hat quartz 
s eems h er e, as everywhe r d, to h ave been va lued beyond its utility. 
One pi ece of Br onz e q_ua rtzi te was found . This type of r ock 
looks unusual , yet it i s abundant ln t h e Bear River ate and occurs 
occaAfonally at Mel anson, At ~est , these rocks give grounds 
for suspicion that t he Hicma cs were ap pr oach i ng unification over 
a wide a r ea . prob ably a s a r esult of soci a l rather than tradi ng 
i n tercours e. 

The work was usually of Middle 
chi pp ed thin and often uressu re- flaked . 
pieces: a broken spearhP-8.d or knife with 
pressure- fl aking ; th e other , als0 br oken 

Micma c type , good stone 
The re were two l a rge 

stern and fine wavy 
and perhap s never fi n ished , 



Po i nts from Odaskwanokh camp, Little Narr ows, Inv . 

1 , ' 1' 1fl. X - 2 . Rhyoli te. 
' 'f ·t 

Z 1 , Banded rhyo li te 

h,; _j\. A - 2 . 

h(' Rhyo lite . 

{1 J 
Y - 2 , RhyolitY - 13 . Rhyolite . 

W - 3 . Rhyoli te . 

, ____ __, 
Z - 2 . White q_uartz . 

X ~i~W nTteq_uart z 

Y - 13 
\\'hi te q_uartz 

"t - 13 . ? 
Whi tish . 

f\ 

w - 3 
\I/hi te q_uartz 
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had a oonoave base and no notuhi ng or s temming . The po i nts were 
fine and light and were certain l y arrowheads . Of the eleven 
with recognizable bases , 5 we r e corner..;. otched , one side-notched, 
4 leaf- shaped t o tri angu l a r, and 1 stemmed . Thi s l a st had more 
the outline of the e arlier Bear River t ype but was well- chi:9ped 
"lnd light. The h e A.rths werR full of the f i n e tran sparent 
pressure- f l akes , an d the smallest point wa s a masterpiece of 
skill r ather than of ot1lity . It was 14/16" long , 6/16 " a t 
its widest , comer- notched and a lmost serrulate from ten minute 
pressure-fl g,kings on e g,ch side of the b l ade. It WRS of white 
quartz an1 was foun d i n the shallow eastern s ite. 

( The Gr and Chief , Gabriel SUlla i o told me t hat 
arrowhe ads were flaked by heating the st one and then s t ~ng 

·tt with a feat er dinned in cold water, at which th~i.D.§ 
hiss and fly off . I have ried this with va rious stones 

from the oamns , and fiA.ve heated th em t o va rious degrees up to 
red hea t, l ui:: i n no case would R. chip f ly off fo r me , though 
occasionally t he stone oraoked a cross . ) 

Scrapers were few 9.nd dubious , since these can scarce l y 
be separated f r om rejects, but the l ack suggests that little 
hunting was don e from the camp . One piece of l rok en be aver 
incisor suggests some woo dworking . But the very hi gh ratio of 
chips i n the fishing camps may poi nt to seasonal specialti es . 
Pe rhaus: f lint-wo r king was eas ier i n the wa rmer weather , or 
ue r ha'Os fish i ng left the men more f r ee time . ( John Googo o says 
that in his day t h i s camp wa s occupied a t any season for about 
three weeks a t a time . He showed me his son's eel- spear, a 
l e ister of urehis tori c form with woo den side-i a r bs and a cen t r al 
po i nt of iron. ) 
!'ottery. Potshe r ds from the site amount e d to 70 ounces . Lumps 
of grey cl ay in one hearth suegested tha t some pottery had been 
made locall y . In Rl l the po ts there was a strong f amily likeness 
in t he clay, in the design and in the deoorati ve patterns . The 
clay , probably a sl i p- coat I tendi::!d to degenera te into a pockmarked 
su r fa ce I al tho ugh the ge;1eral p!,'l,ste was not overtempered and 
made a firm b ody . Of 16 po t-rims found, 1 2 h a d a s lightly 
overhanging ro unded cornice , 4 were erect. The decoration was 
a l mos t always of very f i nA corded-twig impressions in not very 
elabo r at e patte rns; one , however, had a ho rizon t a l patterning of 

~~!d~:~· a b!f~~rh~~c~~~!~a~i8c~!s~:!ticc~~~~~!~ . pun~~; 
recognizab l e ~as e had the nipple - shape found l y H. I, Sm i th at Merigo-
mi sh but otherwise unknown in Nova Scotia. 
Summary . The Odaskwanokh site was oc cup ied for purposes of 
eel- spearing during the Middle Micma c peri od . We h av e no way 
of measuri ng the da te or the length of time th a t the occupation 
l a sted . As i n mos t si tes, we find a senio r wigwam to which 
others have bAen added a t long intervals . Here the older s ite 
may Rt times h ave held t wo wigwams , the younge r only one and that 
not for very long . In r ecent t i mes fo ur f9.,mili es used the si te. 
( Whe rever nineteenth- century i ands have used old si t es , the recent 
families have outnumbe r ed th e anc i ent ones . The pre sent populati on 
of t hos e offi cial l y classed as I ndi ans i s a bout 2500 , and I should 
gfless tfi9.,t the pre-French polulati on was no uch mo re than half 
- ~ --The potte r y is prov s ona y recognized by Dr. MaoNeish 
aS "W1ckham Corded11 which , he says "would i e l ate Po int Peninsula 
i n timeu . However 1 as techniques n~rmally radiat e outward f rom 
t he centres of gr eate s t popul~t ion and growth , we have to allow an 
unknown i nterva l for the type of po t t ery to i eo orne standard a 
t housand miles away . Smith I s Merigomish pottery i ncluded simi l ~r 
typ es as well a s other s which we r e not found at Odaskwan okh ~ut 
seem freque·n t a t Bear River and Port Joli . The ni pp le- based l)Ots 
and the cylindrica l ungro oved a dzes, so oommon on the No rth Shore 
and not on the South , suggest one drift of popu l a ti on into Nova 
Scotia by way of the Ghignecto Peninsul a , wh e reas other Micmac 
typ es of pot common t o both No rth and South suggest that this is 
not the wh ole story. We shall n ee d to know a g r eat deal mo re ab out 
the a rchaeology of both Nova Scotia and New Brunsw i ck i efore we 
can f eel any certainty abo ut suoh matters. 



3. Bes.r River. 
~his site, described briefly in Micmac Notes , 19571 

was tho nrincinal exc9,,vation of the summer and, owing to lack 
of time , -was nOt coll';pleted . It consists of three wigwam- s1 tes 
levelled fro;·,1 the sl~re of a glacial ka.,;ie nr river terraee. The 
soil war.i nf ;:;a:;1d and gravel and the r ef!"lre well- dr ain.ell; there 
was a sp ring some fifty yards away on the slope and a nother just 
belovr the high- title mark. A beach of coarse gri t would have 
made ea.SJ' lan:cli n g for canoes anrl. has harboured clams until today . 
Reefs. broke t.he waves and yielded mussels ; Bear Island protected 
the bay A.nd was pro'rR.'blJr the hunting- place for seals. The hill 
behind the camn cut off all 'Ninds except those from the south 
and was covGred. with h a rdwoods for fuel , and the five miles of 
tidal estuary woulc1 have made a wide a r ea avai l able for hunting . 
The h:1.gh tiC.ti vrould have made weir- fi sh ing practicable , and the 
river k1.d its run of s almon . All in all , this was a most 
desL:-e.1)le site . Like most shore cam-os it seems to have fallen 
out of U3e (:luring thP- Midclle IH cmac p'eriod ( "r efore cort act with 
the wh i tes ) and to have been taken up again du r ing the nineteenth 
century . The rllins of a farm are to be seen on t he slope above 
and to th0 cast , and a road from there us ed to lead across the 
site to the western end of the teach . The abandonment of the 
site by the Indi ans is attributed by them to ghosts but was more 
probab ly related to this farm or to t he later building of a hotel 
on t he crown of the hill . 

The campsite had thr ee wigwam she lves, an eastern one 
aDout s even fe0t 1 a western about five feet 1 higher than the 
more impor-tant central one . This cent r R.l site was covered with 
the slash of two big spruce-trees , pinned dovm by the P'ranches 
of a fal l en oak and further entangled by young spruces and fi r s . 
Therefo r e I 1c)egan on the western wigwam . A few day a I work on 
this sho·113d me -~hat such a site was not what I was seek i ng . 
Al thong~1 fl i ~1:i:, points 1:md b one awls rea ched the top two inches, 
n a ils and chinaware reached down six inches in a depth exceedin5 
tv'elve i n che s in onl? one scp:rn,re yard . Se emingly the mode r n 
Micma Gs 1 e1uipped with more effective tools than those of their 
ances·~or.s, had. b e en able to level the site by hoeing and so to 
confns e -~he pe riods . As I was seeking an undisturbed site , I 
turneC:. rny at·cention to the second and centr a l wigwam . 

Following the l i ne _of my samplings of 1957 1 I dug a 
trench east ''iat-J c.J.cmg Line 3 ( se e map) , ~urrowing under the:: fal len 
oak . I s oo~ fonnci. t ha-~ my samp ling had been merely of the shell-
tip surroi:;11'1 :i.ng the main site , s.nd my trench dropped to a depth of 
3811 , By "Che end of the -~rench I was tearing out my heart in shiftng 
ton s , of e.eh she l l up t he slo!)eS which surrom;i.cl.ed me . The r e. fo re 
I ctn; a C::"oss - .;1-ench southward along S and was able to dum:v the 
waste do 1.,,n the steep slope. (Bad technici.ue b ut r.1.ecessary . ) Eve ry 
square ya.rd vtR. S t reated separately and Qe:pths were recorded fo r 
stone artifacts . Unfortunately I did not give the s ame treatment 
to t he po ttery whi ch seemed to me to be all of a kind. Novi I 
began to dissect the eastern h a l f of the site wh ere I suspected, 
on Micma u precedents , that I should find the results of the men 's 
work . The site was not so rigid as I could have wished , and hearths 
t~ rne d Dp _frcquently and in many places . However 1 I reoorded 
th e L." posJ.tions and depths and continued . ( The large-s cale map of the 
si t0 ...,J1o'NS ~he positions of stone-rimmed hearths and th21r depths 
from the surface in inches . ) Then leaving Li ne R t1ndug 1 I 
ransac.ket'i. -C ht womr:n rs h alf of the ~i te . I then cleared Line R 
exc ep-~ J.'or R1 which I left whi le I m9,nued and measured the "a ase of 
the 3it e v;ith n~la-Lion t o its ure- exc8.Vation surface . Finally 
I remo"_-ea. t ha t; pillar for the Sake of its contents and turned my 
attention to th e cross - trenching of the eastern wigwam. As the 
excav'ition of the eastern A.nd western wigwl'l..ms was incomplete , this · 
report will cover only the central wigwam exce-ot wh ere incidental 
detai ls from the othe r s may g_mplify the picture~ 

The centrA.l wigwam was excavated overs. rectangle of nine 
yar ds by seven yards , with a tail of t wo extra yards of exploratory 
trench at the northwes-(; . At the northeast the co rner of the 
rectangle w~s encroaching upon t he shell-tip of the ea.stern wi gw9.m. 
The de:pth o:f ~he deposit '3.t the centre was 38 11 , and this varied only 
by a""tout two i nches over the long oval , 4 yards 1ry 9 , of the originil 
shelf, ro the north the artificial slope had been left 
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at about 45° , and this had "'s een masked g r adual ly by l a yers of 
clamshells . These we re senarated by l ayers of ash and leaf-
mould i n a f an pattern of which the a.x i s l ay at t h e top of the 
slo11e . Th~ lowest .. layers fol lowe d the s teep slope j later one s 
st a rted frr'lm a hi sher si te-leveJ,. and reache d much the same J)lace i 
a t l as t the • ooupati on level oliO eli to the top of the s l,pe 
and pushed the shell - tip f a rther up the hillside . Only two 
explanati ons of this s tratificat i on occu rred to me . One was that 
cl ams were eat en at the to n of the s l on e and the shells were 
a llowed to trickle dovm toWards the wigwam ; t h e other was that 
the shAlls from the meal s were carried f rom the wigwam and thrown 
up the s lope . As the sh ells a.re mixed. with flin t chi ps , po tsherds 
and a tit of a sh , as well a s, on one o cca sion, a Bear's - canine 
pen dant , +,he s e cond explanat i on fits better . The Scotch Po int 
site (Port Jol i 3 , Mi omRc No tes , 1957) suggests th e stRte -0f a 
shellheap site a t the end of t he winter , c ircu lar pi ts surrounded 
by yard-deep mounds of shell an~ re fu se. The shells ha d ·) een 
t hrown out of the wi gwam , but how had they been gathered and 
carried? I recalled the moos eh i tle rugs of LeClero q . Pe rhap s 
when a rug became full , it was bundled up and its c on ten-l;; s to s sed 
away . Not all the shells were t ossed u p t h e slope , that mos t 
inconvenient of direc tions . From Lin e - 2 t h e ori g ina l shelf had 
advanced two yards southward over a talus of shells , and westward, 
hardly at a ll eas twa rd, t h e ' i a: . .'ren shell - ti p had s prea d for some 
yards, becoming progressively thinner . 

It wa s n ot possible to tra oe stratific~tion th rough 
this si te. At ::?2 -R2 a l mos t the entire content was a sh, showing 
eight discernible l ayers a l ove the 28 11 depth and none ' "r elow . In 
the eastern site a mo re definite s tra tification was r epe a ted 
ab out every five inches : g r ey ash j ·'l l ack ash and leaf- mould ; 
mixed a sh , mould and shell . By my theory, the grey ash repr esents 
the occupation layer, the l l aok ash -~he mixing with so me summers 
of fallen leaves and veietation , t he mixed l ayer the relevelling 
of the Site f o r a new occup a tion. Eight of these suclJessions 
were observed along Line BB- CC . How long each lasted I canno-l;; 
suggest . ~robably t h e ash l ayer accumu l a ted in one season 1 
p r obably the neighbourhood Would not with stand a ye a rly hunting ovf!r. 

I have one sugges tion with regard to duration of ii coupation. 
My ca lculations are rou gh , but anyone i s weldome to improve upon 
them. I e stimate t h e amo unt o f mat erial t hat I shifted from these 
65 square yard s as r oughly 7 5 t ons. Of this approxima tely ·~ne-
fi fth would he wood a sh = 15 tons . 'rhe a&h from a co rd ·• f hardwood 
is approximately 200 pounds . Therefo re t~n co r s of wood s hould 
~owed t o one """tono1:ash. During the time of occupatio"l 150 cords 
of wood were lurned t o supply t he needs of one wigwam . 'r.:le In,Us.ns 
tell me h ow small was the fi re and how wa rm it k ept the wigwam . 
{French miss ionari e s were l e ss enthu siastic. ) I find it r easonq,b le 
to believe that one or two cord s of woo d should have s u_p:plied the 
n eeds of a wigwam for a yenr, t ho ugh we must mak e some a llowance 
f or separate menstruation lodges and fo r f ires for smoking meat and. 
f ish in summer . (In winter the wigw-am was smoky en ough . ) But 
during how much of the year was thi s c amp in use? 
l'oo d. The only clues t o the season of occupation a r e t o l e found in 
the food . Unfo rtuna tely there a re no en t husi a stic mammal ogists 
or a deq,u a t e museu m oolle otions in t his neighDou rhood to help with 
t he identification of the masses of bones fo und in -';hi s site . I 
wa s very luoky to be 1rn t in touch with Mr. Evan Hazard , then a t 
the Un iversity of Michigan and now at Bemi dji, who k i ndly named 
teeth and some "rones and corrected som~ of my mi sconceptions . At 
pre s ent the remains -from th i s si te of whi ch we can l z f a irly certain 
A.re : 

Fo und in sg.y:cls. Determi nedly: Q~ 

Whiteta iled dee r 61 E. B. Hazard An cient 
Mo ose 41 n n 
Beaver 16 
Canis (prob . dog) 6 
Bear 3 
Seal 3 
Otter 1 



NRme Fo und 1n s!l..,_.YQs . _ _ Dete r mined_~--- - Or _1g_i n - -"-""""---- - ---- ---Mamme.ls , cont . 
Wood chuck 
Po r cup i nP. 
Fox 
CRri b ou ( doubt ful) 
Small ca rn i v oreS un idl3nti fi P.d . 

Cow 
Ho r se 
Po r po i se 

Bi r ds 
1 

E . B. Ha zar d 
" 

')r . C. IV . Hi i bq rd 

Goo se 
Uni d ent ified 
Common Loon 

28 ( size - p a r tri dge t o l oon ) 
1 Dr . R. W. St orer 

Fi s h 
Cod fom1ly 9 
Ji{:;f~~u1rrel or Sil~e r ?) 

Shellfish 
Long c l 4m Thr ough out 
Bucoinum undi:,. tum Comfflon 
Ne~tun ea ~ stnt a Common 
:Mussel (My t i lu s) Common 
Surf cl qm 2 
Sc a llop 2 

Pollini ce s heres 2 
Co lu s Stimsonr- 2 
Anorrh~ 2 
~ha i s 1 
Oys t er 1 
Sea u rch i n 1 

Dr . A. H. Le i m 

Ancien t 

Recent 

.,\ncient 
" 

De e r wh i ch we r e extinct i n Nova Scot i a b t h i me of 
.:thft-..French, s e em t o ha v e fa r med t i nc i ual 1 em of f oo d , 
exc e eding in bu l k bo th moose a nd clams . Claros we re pr o a l y 
a r ese r ve r a t her t h~n a staple food , "bu t a r e s erve often ca l led 
upon . The deer we r e brought into on p wh ol e (we canno t t ell 
whethe r t h e ent r a il s we r e gi ven to the doGs a s wo.s r ecent l y 
d orn~ with moo se , fid e Walli s and Lo u Har l ow , ) fo r the he aa.s 
were cook ed and dismembered fo r t he b r a ins . A h i gh :p ro po r tion 
of t he skulls oa r ry an t l ers , a few ne em to have s h ed t hem 
recen tly . Th i s da te s the mR i n oc cu pa t i on s t o the wi n ter s eason . 
Moos e te e th and j aws a l so oc cur oc ca s ional j y , wh i ch is unusu a l , 
since moos e were dismember ed in t h e woo ds ~nd bro ught home 
piecemea l . Foo d may h a ve be,m s ca r cer t han in l a ter camps . 
No pa rt of a moos e skul l excep t the j aw w~s observe d an d never 
a f r agment of moos e antle r t ha t had no t l een wo r k ed . 

Dos a re r a the r a s urn ri s e . M I en t 
w w. tha i t mus t b e a dog , s ince it was l a r g er than 

o 9,n s oe c i men of wo in s e coll i n . I h aV!L_ 
e oun ers ev17n l a r.6.§ r . Lescar bot said th~ 

o s of th~ s a vage s were " a l mo s t like t o f ox e s i n fo rm and 
gu ess" , an ~t e s av a e s cfri n o ea wo l f . These crea tures 

Were very l a r g e and we r e e a ten . have found many f a ults with 
Lesca r l o t A. 3 a ~uide to a r chae ol ogy , y et h i s ob se rvations seem to 
have l een accur a t e and h e di s tingui shed well between f a ct an d 
hea r say . We have t o r emem!:>er t ha t ev e ry site t h us f a r exca v a ted , 
a pa rt f r om the Piot ou bu ria l , s h ows us a peo ol e cult ura lly very 
d i ffe r en t f r om t hat of 1607 , t h ou gh t h e i r r aO e may h ave • een t h e 
s ame . I t h i nk tha t Mr . Ha z a rd is ri eh t and t h :1. t t h ese were 
h usk y - typ e dogs. Such d ogs h ave be en f ound i n Arch a i c s i tes 
by t he Gr e nt Lqk e s and a re r e co r ded once a mon g t h e Be ot hu ck s 
an~ a r e s t i l l t h e stan darn. dog o f Lab r a d or I nd i an s . Teeth of 
a s maller dog t urned u p i n Po r t J ol i 3 , but that cu l tu r e was 
l a t er th qrr t h e main Bea r Ri ver cul ture . 

God vert eb r a e s ugg est s:.1mmer r a t her t han wi n ter 
occupation s , and t h e s e a r e fo nnd , thoueh uncommonl y 1 a t a ll dep t h s . 
Ferh A.ps t h i s site wa s u s ed d uring s ome summe r s . Shell f ish are 
an unc e r t ~i n f ~ctor . John Goog oo s ays thst shell f i s h we r e not 
eaten i n J une 9,nn_ J uly . Th i s cou l d \ e me rely an a do p t i on of the 



European custom with regard to oys t ers , but it would al s o 
ex-pla in Lesoarbot' s sta tement th~t the s a vR.ges would not ea t 
mussAls. They IDRY have been out of se~son , '9. custom wh i ch may 
h ave a r isen in connection wi t h po i son i ng f r om summe r mussels . 
Denys s t a t es that the I ndi ~ns vi s i ted the oys t er b eds i n sp r i ng. 
But our knowledge is not f irm enou gh to a llow us to re fer shell fish 
to R.ny one se '.'l son. 

The occurrence of one oyster V':\ lve deep i n t he shell - tip 
i s o f i nterest . Wi n t embe r 9.l so f ound o s in the Ei senha uer 
sh - hes a t M h n y . They come f s i r ly low i n h i s 11 s t of 
fre ~ue.ncy but not s o low a s i n mi ne . His collecti ons of po i n t s , 
h '9. l f quartzi te, hR.lf j a sper, a ll consistently corner- notched , 
suggest a date not earl i e r t hfm the upp er h a l f of the Bea r River 

~~!eA It 
afte r the c limatic op imam . T_hrui.e.-..o.o.cnrren ces are pr o a.~ 
llift___s~ n - song oT~Or e 9,nd Tun d_y oy f ters . 

- --------ni e only h ints as tO veg e table oo d are in the trees 
surroun d i ng the site . My a ttent i on wa s cal l ed to the s ite l y 
a o·Bmp of unusu a l n ative hawthorns . These wer e common around 
the western wigwam , and 9.nother mic r ospecies wa s f r equent a r ound 
the eastern wigwam . Arne l anch i e r and chokecherry occu rred r a r ely . 
Bu t t here was a lso P.. cra l ap pl e tree. It wou l d ha ve been a s poss ibl e 
for these t r e es t o b e come est ablished in the nineteen th century , 
like the '1.p p l e , as f"l. t any ea rli e r peri od . 
Tools , I n my digging of the Odaskwanokh oamp ' s eastern wigwam 
I found thr ee ent ire ~nd one b rokP.n po i n t i n a singl e shallow 
s ~uar e yard no r t h of the hearth, while to the south o f it the 
deposit was b a r r en excep t for potshe r ds trodden i n to cru mbs. 
The pl 9.n of the Micma c wigwA-m as d e s cribed by Rand dropped neatly 
into pl a ce . The do or\'lay would have been to the so uth , t he 
men 's p l ace to t he righ~ 9.nd behind the fire , whi le the fru itless 
excavat i on of the women's side wou ld have discouraged the diggers . 
I check ed thi s a rrangement of the wi gwam with f r1.endly Ind i ans 
i n different place s 9.nd fo und t hem in agr eement with it . Thus 
they a rrange their wi '5'Wams of tarpaper for S!:1.n t 9.nawimk , t he 
feast of their patron sain t on 26t h Ju l y. 

My first thou ght was a pot - hunting or• tha t I cou ld 
best sample a site by di gging in its n orth;.- - ;c.. ·eas t ern 'l,Uadr,nt 
which wo uld contain most of the arrowheads . .r,J ext it occurred to 
me that thi s migh t be a key to the division of tools into men's 
and women I s, ' with con se quent hints a s to the purpos e of unknown 
tools and to the division of labour . 

In this site there cou l d be no doubt ns to the direction 
o f the wig'llam do or , since t he wi gwam was p l a ced in a wi~e h orseshoe 
of excav a tion on the hillside with the sea to the s outh . Obvi ous l y 
the door woul d be t o t h e s outh a s usu a l . The distr i l ut i on of 
hear ths in the s i te f a lls roughly i ntr three lines : o. pri nc i pal 
one in Lines Q and R whioh i n the centra l section were ent irely ash ; 
a numbe r on each outer mar gin , prob ably mens t r uation lodges or 
s mok ing f ires or summer kettle- hearths . The re fo re I chose a s 
cent r e a line dividing Lines Q and R. 

My next postula t e wa s tha t th e men s a t to t he right of 
the doo r Micma c-fashion an d tha t t h ey did t he hunting . Pr esumai l y 
the men in wint e r re paired thei r equ i pment in t he wigwam a nd 
dro9ped b r oken po i nts or lost good ones among the f i r-toughs on 
the floor . No doubt , in good weather they a l so ch i pped outside 
on t he shell - tip. No d oubt 9. lso 1 women 9.s often as men ":: r oke 
their teeth on broken spea r - tips le f t in the me a t, s o tha t there 
wou l <l. be some exceptions , without t ak ing into account the variabi l ity 
o f the pitchi n g of t he wi gwam. Le t us test t he reconst ru c ti on 
by the di stribution of po i n t s (arrow , spe '.'l. r or knife , one cannot 
b e su re wh i ch is which) . 
Li ne N O P Q 
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To the left of the hea rth-centre we find f our points ( of 
which two were on the tip) , and s event een to the right (five 
on the tip). However I the ea st - wes t cent r a l line of the 
or i g i n g,l shel f runs a long Line 1 1 so t hat the southea stern 
quadr ant I the men I s side of the doorway I seems to be ri chest 
in po i n t s . This is a fairly good p r oof tha t the organization 
of the wigw-9.m was the same i n e a rly d9,ys as today . 

The lack of nny consi stent str~tifiofl.tion in the site 
led me to negl ec t t o a g r eat extent the i mport anc e of depth . 
Wh ere XI X-century int rus ions h nd penetr9. t ed to a dep th of ten 
i nches in pl ac e s , wh i le g enuinely old points rea ched to within 
t wo inches of the su r face I it seemed unnecessa ry to b e mo re 
accurs. te than the mat eri al . Fo rtu nately I did record the depth 
of a lmos t every complete or nearly comple te po i nt and of many 
f r agments . It was only when I was sorting the po i n ts that I 
noticed t !lat the finest pieces , t h i n blades of a stone resembling 
the r hyolite of Oda skw9,.nokh s.nd wi th similar p re ssu re-flaking 
and usu a lly corner- notched , came consis tently f rom the upper levels . 
I found only nine pieces of this t ype (of on e I h~d not recorded 
the d epth ) from Rll th r ee wigwams , and these i ncl ud ed a l au rel-
leaf bla de (343) , some ti ps wi thout bas e s and one reject. As 
there seems no re Rson t o doubt that 9.ll t h ree wigwams we re occupied 
s i multaneously du ring the l a tter period, they s hould have 
accumul ated deposit Rt simila r r a tes, and th e measu rement of depth 
from surfa ce should be val id for a l l . The d e p ths of the pressu r e -
f l aked po i n ts were as follows : 
240 - 24"; 241 - ? ; 230 - 3" ; 250 - 3"; 334 - 8" ; 335 - 8•· 
343 - 9"; 357 - 9" ; 360 - 6• . 
Taking eigh t other po ints, beginning with the 9 est ones fe r which 
I have cert a in« deuths: 
214 - 20" ; 216 - i6•; 221 - 6"; 238 - 13"; 239 - 26•; 254 - 16"; 
259 - 14"; 359 - 16• . 
Only one in each g rou p f a lls within the dep th- range of the other 
group . No . 240 i s very much out, but this m:,,y ~e expl a ined . 
240 was a re ject b r obm Rt a twi sting flaw i n the rock an d was 
fo und a t BB1 0 in the eastern wigwam . At BB- CC 8- 9 in thi s site 
a boulder projecte \1. t wo fe e t above the levelled site and made i t 
impra cticabl e t o pi t ch the wi gwam except to the south of it. The 
southern part of +,he site a lone was occupied until the tip and 
d epos it h a d ri sen to ft den th of two f e et and had overflowed t he 
boulder . The dP- p os i t to ~ th e north of tha t dates l a r gely f rom 
the same peri od RS the top ten inches of the southern part of 
the site . Confirma tion o-f this exulanation will haf e to await 
the com,1etion of +,he exc~vation of-the eastern wi gwam. 

The po i nts found bel ow t en inches are all of quartz! te 
or sla t e '."'.nd are l eaf- sh 9. ped , stemmed or r a rely side-notcher'l. 
A few of th em could h a ve J e P.n us ed on a rrows , t hough they ·wou ld 
have been t h i ck ~nd olumsy. {This may not have mattered . J ohn 
Go ogoo t ol d me that t h e stone a rr owhe '.ld ha d a m1g ica l · qu a lity 
t hoagh the a rrow- shaft mi ght bounce b a ck fro m the mo ose , t h e 
stone- point would continue on i n t o its h ea rt. ) I should like '.l 
l ittle more evidence before assuming t hat the early Bea r River 
Micma cs h ~d the bow . In U- 1 , near the edg e of the t i p , I found 
a c urious lump of q_uartzi te wh ich h a d been pe cked i nto a l a ll 
r oughly four i nches i n diameter . A flaw i n the rock h a d !) revented 
its comnleti on . W9.. s this i ntended f or a bo l as-stone? We know 
tha t Ea;ly Woodl an d tribes used the bola s {t hough how effec tive 
this 09..n have been in woo(1.l g,nd cotmtrJr I CA.nnot gu es s) . I found 
a quartz ball on t h e bea ch a IndL Gar den s , l ut it wa~ble 
an sma l ler . rhP, gnartz b a ll we i ghed 7 oz ., th€ q_uartzi te 15 oz. 
but would prol ably h Rve been about 13 oz . when compl eted . ) Neither 
wa s g r ooved . Lini ng up t h e tra its of different pe ri ods : 
_ _ T_F.§:.i _~ .. _ -~~q~~iq_ _ ~ . Wo_qc\,~~nd _]Al".lY. .:f?e ,!\r R •. M\d, .JP., Ofl!.~C __ 
Bo l as Yes Yes Yes? No 
Bow o Yes? Yes 
Groun d slates Ye s No No No 
Chi l)p ing Percussion Percussion Percussion & pressure 
Point-bases Stem. Stem Stem Corner-notched 
Pottery No Yes Yes Yes 
Dogs None or hu s.ky Husky Sma ll 



Po in +,s from Bear River c entr al wigwam. 
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The early part of our sit~ , then , falls into the Early Woodl and 
sub-culture , a l though the date may be far later than for 
such a period in the agricultu r a l a rea. The top of the site , 
leaving out the accretions from the nineteenth century and the 
broken glass and pop- bottle caps of the atomi c age, belongs to 
what I shall cs.11 ( and have called l)reviou sly i n this report l 
Mi ddl e Micmac period. The stone culture has traces of Middle 
Woodland influence I but it l<icks the all- important agri cultu r e . 
Les carbot ec ds_j;_hat the 11 Sollri guois 11 used to have a ~ e, 
and this may have been true of elements migrating from the west , 
but 9.S y et we h a ve no evidFmce of it i n Nova Scotia . The 
Middle Micma c culture seems to have come in rather suddenl y 
but wi thout s eri ous interruption or change i n the g ener al Bear 
River customs . 
Other St one Too l s. If we now turn the i nvestigation a r ound, we 
can exami ne the othe r tools deductively , using the wigwam- pl'lll 
s.s a proven axi om . 
Tools . Line N 
Adze or wedge , 

flat 
semi - cyl i ndri c 

Benver i n cisors 

Cleavers? 

Round- po i nt knives 

Scr ap e r s 2 
- 1 

Thong- smoothe r s -1 

nWhet stonesn 
X- sect i on - ov3. l 

- fl a t 
- 3,mgled- 1 

- ~ 
- 2 
- 2 

- 2 

- 3 

p 

1 
- 1 

1 
- 1 

- 1 

-rou gh , irregulnr 

- ~ . s ___ -i !! ___ v_ 

- 3 

- 3 

5 
3 

- 1 
- 2 
- 3 

3 
2 

- 2 

5 
1 

- 4 

- 2 

4 - 3 
- 3 

-1 

Total 
3 

13 

5 

Adzes . The adzes tell us nothing . Three are f r om the tip 
on the men I s s i de , <1 smql ler wedge-like one on the women I s 1 

but we have no_,, r e9,son to assign mononoly of any part of the 
tip t o either sex . The flat adzes ai-e v e ry :primitive; the 
semi-cylindrical was found at 6" depth and so belongs s u i ta.bly · 
wi th Middle Micmac t ools . 
Beaver incisors. These seem to h ave t een used in woodwork ing, 
ex , ept for one wh i ch had been sharpenE:!d i nto 9.n awl . The othem 
arff three f r om the women I s, one fro m the men ' s s i de . 
Cleaver s? The .,site yielded a number of heavy ch ip s struck 
f r om a quartzite boulde r with a single blow and then l ru i sed 
to bluntness on one edge . Wintemberg illustrates one "of these 
(XXVIII 5) and ca lls it 11 a celt or ad ze in process of manufacture 11 • 

He r e , however , we have f ive of them , thrP.e from around the 
centrRl hearth and two from the tip I and no thing to suggest 
further tool ing. Ou r adz es, mo re over, were not made of q_uartzite . 
I suggest that t hese we r e cleave r s for jointing big game . They 
a re eoliths, like most of the t ool s destined for women ' s use , 
9-nr'l. were probably not valued or onrried away . 
Round-point knives . From the women I s side t wo broken bi ts 
turned up. These we re rounde d and shar p . They might have been 
the butt-ends of leaf- sh~~ed po ints, many of which seem to have 
been sharpest at the wrong end , but they a l so re semble the 
curious roond po i.nt f r om Me l"tnson. Also they are on the women ' s 



Bear River centr al wigwam. Miscellaneous , chiefly women I s I t oo ls. 

P -1 . Cleave r ? 
Greenish siliceous slate . 
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o f the hea rth where brok en po i nts a re le a.s t likely . Coald 
they be broken flAn sing kn i ves? Bu t would they skin ani mals 
indoors 9 

ScrA.pers . Scrapers h s d mlfily usP.s an d mi ght wel l be of many 
kinds. I t is ha rd to di st inguish scrapers f rom rejects , an d 
p robabl y unprepared chip s were used onc e and discarded ffiore 
often than s p ecia lly shqp ed sc r apers were used . The distri i ution 
tells us n oth ing . Two I one a spokP,shave , were definitel y on 
the women 1 s side ; t wo were on the menrs side ; the rest were on 
the tin. 
Thon,g Smoothers. Sinew- smoothe r s a re known in Hova Scot i a , 
Usu.9..lly short whetstones or go r gets (what Willoughby ca lls 
"arrowmaker I s st ones 11 have been grooved by rubbing dovm the 
sinews to an even t h icknes s . On the other hand we h a v e here 
a group of eoliths of cons t ant shape , a flat piece of s l a te or 
ca.u a rtzi te wi t h a single chiri out of one edge , mak ing a groove of 
standard s ize show i n g wea r . I suggest tha t these were used 
for sizing t hongs of l e ss than quarter-inch diRmeter ; ~ ut I 
have n ever seen such t oo l s illustrated , no r h a ve I found them 
in other sites . Their distribution is not sex- linked . 
11 Whetstones 11 • No Miom A. c site is oomDl&te witho ut i ts whe tstones . 
Usually t h ere are l a r g e fhi. t p ie ces Of ro ugh stone wh ich h a ve 
been wo rn by being r ubbed with t h e t ools . l'Vha t did t h e Mioma cs 
want to whet? Be Rver- teeth , Rntler- tines , bones , very rarely 
stone adzes . For short to ols like these the r ubbing- stone is 
better than t he whetstone . Perha ps they used them for s mooth ing 
woo d . Bu t most \'.rhetstones are of smooth slate and use l ess a s 
sg,ndpap er. I t h a s been sugg ested t hat they used t hem fo r 
softening skins . Ag9. in slate would scrR:p e poo rly unles s 1 t h nd. 
9. shnrp edge , whi le fl sharp-edged pos t r· wo uld s eve much l abo ur . 
I have d.ivided these wh etstones into gener'3.l types according to 
the ir cross-section . 

Ov n l . There we re five of these , a l l f rom a r ound the princ i pl'l.. l 
heA.rth , four on the women ' s side , one jL1 st on the men 's side . 
Definitely t h ese a re women ' s to ol s• I have wondered wheiher 
~o t ting paddles were ~lways of wood a$ bo oks imply , A Stone 
pa.dO.le or SL1rf9. ce - s moother would h a ve been as effective a s a 
woo den one . 

Flat . These are nl mos t 9.lways s ha r p on one edge , blunt on 
th e other. They could have been used i n flensing or scra p i n g 
sk i ns or a s po tting -.rrn.ddles , but their positi on 1 t wo on t he men 's 
side t o one on the women 1 s , m8.k i ng a ll these t1s es i rnpro 'e a ), le . 

TriRneular . This i s the only t ool of the t ype which shows 
signs of the pecking th R. t sha!)ed it . The posit ion on t he tip 
tell s us noth i ng . 

RouRh r--.nd irregula r . Only twoxerra tic n ieces were t h r ovm int o 
this lo t . One i s r homb ic i n cro ss - sectioii and. s. l mos t wedge-sh aped 
a t one end . The othe r , a lso of' s l a te, is long s.nd f l attish with 
a concave jaggen. edge wh ich ooal cl have been used for Sllrap i ng wood. 

Al l i n n.ll I I sho ul d p refe r t o le n.ve the nwhetstone 11 group , 
fo und ~lso at Mel~nson qnd Port Joli 3 , in t h e cs.tegory of 
dubious tools . 
Tools of' an i m~l origi n . I h~ve alre Rdy dea lt with Beaver incisors. 
One p iece of surf-clam shell was wo r n by scr:,.ping , "!t ut vrnrked 
to ol s of shell h~ve not turnAd up . Antlers of whitetailed deer 
werr: commonly used 1 but one cRrm ot a lways s a y for what purpos e . 
One stu r dy A.ntler had b een s-:>..'tm off (with wh1t too l ? ) 3.Ild a f our-
i nch seOtion , s mo othed int o a cyl i n der , was found discarded Beside 
it. 1¥19.ny s u ch sections I smoothed p resumab ly fo r the h a nd , a re 
t ap ered down to A- po int whi ch i s a l ways broken off . We re these 
the handles of beaver- tooth k nives , like the one illust r a ted 
H. I . Smith from New Brunswick" We have no t a single complete one 
and mogt seem t oo :3'.ma.11. A p iece of b one harpo on or toggle 
wa s on th e ti p . One 'lnt ler-ti p wi th a rounded point , w·hich type 
I have suspected of being precsure-flakers, was found on t.he 
women 1 s side . Ant l er punches we r e f ound a t T- 3 , 01 and 0 - 2 and 

smRlle r , almost needle-size ,one a t 0- 2 , al l but one f r om the tip 
we re on the women ' s side . A bon e n eedl e , ¼'1 thick , was a t 01 . 
Flat tened po ints of bone , which ma.y have b een brok en nawls 11 or 
projecti l e po i nts , were a t U2 , D-1 "md D- 2 . Moose bone wa s little 
used, but what SAP-ms t o b8 rm awl cRme from Q3 and ano th e r from C- 1 . 
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The r e e. r e ~lways rn"tny pi eces of long bone of moos e which have 
been sharpened , seemi ngly on purpose , by two blows , i nto s. 
po int . These a r F.! commonly found thro t1ghout the site '.l.nd 9. re 
no t oe:rt a inly t o be distingl1ished f r om ordino.ry soup- bones 
split fo r their ma r r ow . However , the constancy of the pa ttern 
suggests to me t hat t hey were forks or skewe r s made for the 
0 009.sion fo r h'.'tndling hot ment . A few others resemble spoons ; 
l ong ones woulrl. have been useful as trowels . Bu t it is as 
possi bl0 that these a re a ccidents as tha t they a re eoliths 
or rather eoBsts . 

The r e a re s everal f'lat "b i ts that could be moose an tler, 
wh ich are hard t o ex pla i n. One yii ece , 4 11 x 2 11 1 seems to have 
been fla ttene d and b e velled a t one eide and no tched a t one end 1 
th ough this not ch could have b een A. hole broken a.way . Ano t her 
broken OTI P, shows smB.11 g r ooves !1. t right - angles t o the edge . 
Thes e sl i ghtly r esemble s i new- smooth ing g r ooves , but such u use 
seems i mp robn.ble . The t apered and Bevelled wedges of antler 
found by both Smith and 'Nintemberg we re no t i n this S.te . 
Pe rsonnl Orn~men ts . The only ornaments t hat hR.Ve su rvive d 
are two teeth p ier ced to se rve as penrJ.ants or part of necklaces 1 

one a h e A. r ' s canine , on e a seal oan i ne . Iso l a t e d moose incisors, 
l i k e those p ierced fo r SUSl)ens i on which are il lustra t ed by 
H. I . Smith , were o cc a.s i onfll thro ughout the site but no t p ierc ed , 
Little natche s of red och re were fo und twice i n thi s site and 
once at· Od8-Skwanokh ; i n t wo oases they were i e f i n i tely on the 
men's sid e of +.he hefl.rth . An arr owhead a l so seems t o have 
been pR. i n ted re d . At 01 among the s.shes t here was "1. cluster 
of damaged teeth. On e seemed to b e a r a t he r srn~l l bear canine 
split 9.nd s eemtng ly burned and two others which may b e burned 
seal- canines , perhaps~ bi t of a burned n e cklace . 
P ottery . The po t t ery exca vated fro m the cen tra l wigwam amounted 
to 1 -l lbs . 3 oz . , r ot1ghly 3 , 4 07,, per S(J_uare yar d dug . 'l'his i s 
sl i ghtly more thnn in the shel l - h eap s i tes , but this site 
averaged dee1)er . Usu a l ly the QU8.li ty of th e pot d e creA..s es as 
th e size i ncre a se s . It se~ms th~t the l!.'1.r ger pots need thicker 
walls and that these need a g r eater tempering of sand so a s not 
to crack i n drying . But in thi s site on ly t he late r po ts 
seemed a t al l lA.rge nnd t he gener a l quality was low with an 
average hardne?S b etween 2 and 2 . 5 i ns ide and l etween 2 . 5 and 
3 on the face . 

My 3.ttempts to clr:i.ss i fy the types of form .9,nd deco r ation 
have no t been consp icuo usly succe s sful. Th ey 3.re : 
1 . Rim erect or slightly flared a t t op . Lip or oss - c ord ed 1 sg,u a re . 

Ho rizontal corded pn.tte rn , usui:,.lly c oarse, on body . Suspens i on 
holes occasiona l. D=i. r k dr'.l1', Ha rdne ss : 3. Nine ri ms cg.me 
into thi s group which was well defi ned . 1 /3" thick . 

2 . Rim w·idely fla r ea wi th r a ised no i nts . Lin smooth dentate . 
Fabrio attern often with Fi calla!' of verti o8.l smooth grooves 
and/or one to thr P,e h ori z ontal lines of g r ooves. P i nk . 
H~rdne s s : 3 , 6 rims . ½11 thick . 

3 - Rim slightly turned out , li p dented or not . Fine diagonal 
g r ooves crisscross over fine r ocke red surfa ce. Bl a ck dral. 
Hardness : 3 . ¼'1 thick . 6 rims . 

4 . Rim little flared with r g, i s ed po ints . Li p 1- or 2- oorniced . 
c ollar of punch- lin es of r ound or oval or long- rectangul a r 
punches . Body covere. d with f!tb ric pattern . P ink or g rey. 
1/3 11 t h ick . Hardness : 3 . 5 r ims . 

5- Noi; cla ssified . 19 rims . 

Clay was found. in one hearth , suggesting that the pots, 
or some of them , we r e made l')cally. To confi rm th i s the sherds 

glitt e r e d with mioa Just as does t h e g l aci a l s and under the camp. 
In the Po rt Joli sit es t here had been f r eg,uent lumps of crumbling 
s ands tone and g ritstone , 8.nd i n Po rt Joli 3 and Ind i'l.n Gardens 2 
there had been a l mo st ident i cA-1 chunk s of fine sandstone r u ')b ed 
i n to r ough spheres bL1t showing here Rrrd the re ori g i nal fla t f acets . 
I t8.ke it th!l.t they were introdoced 9.S tempe r for potting . No t h i ng 
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similar was found i n this site , f or there was no ne ed fo r it 
on a hillside of sand . One t lackish pot ( 5) s howed shel l temper . 

The pattern ing of the ,ottery still puzzle s me . Punches 
of various shR.p es A.nd oo r del-twig pat terns are obvious enough, 
as a re the fine curved zigzags rrade by r ocking the edge of a 
shell or the s te rnum of a l ird un the no t . But from t he lowest 
t o t h e highest (my rec or ds he r e are no t exact) the 1odie3 of 
a lmost a ll t he po ts except Group 1 we re cov-ered with continuou s 
patte rn i ng l i k e t hA i mpre s3 i on of a fab ric . C) f ten thi s was 
fa i nt an d underlay othe r patte rning . The commonest fo r m was 
of s~uarish d ots , not sharp at the edges, about t welve to the inch. 
Others were coarser , with sharp uppe r 9.nd l ower edge s , an d 
suggest ed fi ne l a akA t work of spl it t wi gs or pounded ree ds , 
Th e 'bR.ckgr oun'.l in Gr oup 3 wRs a neat continuou s mest. of triangul ar 
dots , ce rtainly not a fabri c , since the edges of the dots were 
shar:p , bu t showing none of th e irregulariti e s th3.t occur when 
rows or patches have been jo~n ed t ogether on q,n uneven s n r f a c e . 
Thi s seems n e arest to what Sm ith calls " ro cker-stR.mfl n pattern 1 

but I could fi nd n o edges t o th~ s t amping Rnd none of the 
irregu lnri ties of a r olle r. The fabric i m_p ressi ons a. re ou r only 
evidence , such as it is, of fin B b a s ke try or cloth . The basket l ike 
impression s suggest a typ e of 1 a sk et nat now made l y th e Micma.cs . 
Lescar1Jot mentioned nrovisi on J a sket s mRde of rushes and roots 
by th e women . At POrt Joli I had not iced the fr e uen t occu e 
of th ee d Phre. es oommtm s Trin . var . Berland eri Fo urn . ) 

n t e e , an e same uncommon bu c onspicuous 
g r ass WRS t o b e found Rt .Anna!)oli s and the PomQuet Ri ver , both 
nlaces '3..SSo c1. a ted with Ind i 9.n s et t l ements . I took some of this 
l"eed t o Lou Harlow to ask i f the I n di <J..ns ever us ed. it 1 "'Jut h e 
h ":'1.d not even a Micma c n a me for 1 t and did no t thir,.k it c ould l e 
used . However , th is ree d , pounde d so a s not to 1e so brittle , 
i s used fo r ma ts nnd bl'.l.sk ets in Europe and Asia . It is perhap s 
worth not ic i n g '·tlso t hat this g r ass rarely sets s eed. 

· The f a ct tha t the same gene r a l typ e of pot-decoration 
was so ~ommon thro ngho·J t the s ite su ggested to me a continuity of 
tradition among the women, a matril oJ a l t end en cy. 
Bu ri a l. Vvhen I hq,d f i nish ed the cent r 9. l wigw9.m , I had a f ew d ays 
left, so I exri lored the e a stern s ite by p r elimi nary cl"oss -
trenchine- . As usual I mi sjudge ti t he site wh i ch was eccen tric 
owi ng to the !)rej e c ting boulder which hA.d crowded the wi gwam 
into the co u the rn en d of the shelf u:1:t:!.l t h e mound of re fL1s e 
had ris en t o n depth of two f e et . r.r.y trenches , t herefore , we re 
centr~l only to t he later camp and we re marg i nal to the early 
one . 

My nor th - south t rench hnd just reached the a re a of the 
h oulder v1hen I brought up f r om the sand <t t the bottom a number of 
un u s u a l bones . I had removed severft l 9 efore I recogni zed one as 
a shattered human jaw . I t hen coYered t he spot with a l a rge 
stone wh ile I excavated the two neigh ½cu ring S(lu a re yards which 
cover e d the rest of the g r a ve with 3 ,i i nches of s tr.9.tified 
depos i t . By A.fte r n oon I wr-. s a~Jle to remo ve th~ stone '.ind to 
f r ee the r est of' the skeleton from the s and . 

The who le o f thi:i.t wigwA.m has not t een excava ted, so 
that my des c ri ption of th e lie of the l nnd must ~e t aken a s 
provisi onal . The skeleton i s now und e r sn eci a list 1 s examinat i on . 
My ovm o:ri in ion, s ubj ec t to co rre ction , is tha t thi s wa s a n i ne -
yea r old girl of OtRmid type . (The Ot amid type is t he h eavy- boned 
big-featured element so co mmon .:tmong the purer Micma cs . I t l elongs 
with the Austra loid , Rhod esian rmd Ne and e r t hal oid r aces , l ut has 
beeti mod e rnizer\. I Jr a dmixture with prot o- mongo loid. stock . ) At 
fi rst I th ought tha t th e jaw cou ld no t belong to the tiny ribs 
and thin sh·mks , for the shs.llow chinle ss mandi"Jle was l onge r th A.n 
mine ~nd the p e:rm~nent molar w~s larger by f~r th9.n any I used to 
have , and h Bd cnriou s doul le roots as wide 'l s the t oo t h . However , 
there i s s.n anthropologic9.l s9.ying : nGrea t jaws on lit t le ap emen 
g row 11 , and 1 Rl th ough this W'.1.S not '.1.n ape - child , t h e s aying fits . 
The sJr:u ll anrl :ribs we re b!tdl y crnshed. , prob9.l ly hy the we~ght of 
the soil , but the vertePr ~e qnd long bones h~d suffered l1tt l6 . 
The child was l ying on the right sicle , h ead towards t h e \Ves t , 
fac e towa rds the south 1 ·1.nd was in an exagge rat edly do ubled up 
posi tion . Hy impre ssion was t hat the vertel r ae were a ll in pls.ce 
bu t t ha t the l eg- bones we re more compacted to the bo dy than t hey 



could have t een in the f lesh . A l one awl l ny beside the 
ribs . It was col l a r ed for susuension and wa s worn smooth a 
little above the midd l e I which ffi r:>.de me think that it had served 
as a toggle for fastening the l eaver cloak in which the child h~d 
l een h uried. There were no g r ave gifts , and the only tra c e of 
covering or lining was a Yery thin bls.ck li n e visible i n the 
sand for 9.bo ut s ix inch e s ne a r the child ' a h ea d . In the hollows 
o f t he long bones were the shells of tiny land - sna il s . 

' 1rnonstruct the buri '\l I the irl ied i n wifil_er 
interment W9.S 1m oss e . e was therefore wr apped in 

bi rcht ar and hung in s tree or on a scaI'1'olli-.--Tneclefa1r 
sugg ests cold we a er, S.Lnce one so young w0uld scarcely have 
needed clothing in surrmer . The snn ils sugges t th~t the l ady 
had spent a peri od ahove ground , nt least until spri ng ha d b r ought 
the snai ls abroad , and t he smallness of them sucgests a stitched :x• 
wrspper through the seams of wh i ch only the tini est could penetr~te. 
Th e sand i n wh i ch thB body wa s buried seemed too f ri ab l e to leav e 
cra-Jks t h rough ·rhi.ch 1:he snails could h a ve p enet r ated after l uri'3.l . 
The family m~y well h a ve moved away r>e fore the soil thawed and 
have huri ed t h e ch i lc1 on their return . It seems pr ol ible that 
the l ur i al took pla ce l e fore the s ec ond wigwam- site wa s occup i ed 
and had b~en forgotten when the need for a second wigwam occurred . 
! ffi! Ni neteenth- Century Micmacs . In the n i neteenth century three 
or four Micmac wi gwams used to occupy the old sitef:; , and nails 
and ch inaware had intruded. in one p l ace to a depth of ten inches . 
Because of such t horo ugh levellings it wa s difficult to tell new 
hearths f rom old . Near the surf~ce moose - bones lookeU f re sher, 
mosael shell s were more often entire . It was not possible to 
det ermin e a l ot t om d9.te for these remfi ins . All the ch ina ware 
seemed to belong to t he n i nete enth cen tu:::-y and varied from earth en 
crocks to much- chip :9 ed fruit - p l a te r:! wi th e l a bora te scalloped edges . 
Bone - handled ki t ch en - kn ives were brok en and discarded ; iron pots 
were used for cooking ; pieces o:f st r ay iron were 1Jrought in 1 and 
at one period long squa r ed suik e,:; were co mmon , proba l ly stolen 
f rom sh i py:1r ds . Loo ps of' wire must h a ve held the wigwam- poles 
in pl1.ce of withes . Br oken embroidery-scissors told of the 
vanishing convent- culture ; large fl~t l uttons of brass ~nd smaller 
ones of silver suggested the fin ery of self-respect. A. loc8.l 
industry was ma rked by porpo i se ver·i;ebr~e . It seems tha t the 
Micm9,cs hnd not hunted the po r poise on any large scale until the 
~~ml~f1 ~f iR! ~~~ht!ut~~t 0 ~~¥~; GD~ a trade 5 i ~i~~~grew 
canoes an then a rpoon ed s:na d r 9gged ashore . On Victori a Beach 
th e were cut u p aml ren"-ered dovm , and oask s of nor o se - oi 

e ed n n hue c were s int 
~ - 1 T ere were seven d i fferent k inds of me9,t in a p orpo ise. 11 

In thi s site . at leas t on e p orpo i se h a d l een shared by two wi gwams. 
He wa s not onl y food , for i n hath sites s ome of his verteb r ae h9. d 
been whitt l ed into neat d i sc s . I n the ea stern s i t e one of thes e 
h a d also b een dof!led on to-p and eng :raved -• <::neath with a comp a ss -
rose ( proba".i'·ly."'traced a r ound a shi lling or a t wen·i:y-five- cent 
piece) and the l i nes had t een filled in with r ed och r e . This 
i ears some resembl ance t o the wn.l te s discs illustra ted by Wallis , 
nnd possibly these were to :le counters i n th a t modern g ambling 
g <tme . A few wire n n ils mA.rk the turn of the car_turY , and then 
the Indi ans are gone . 
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4 . Miscellaneou s . 

Suuulement to 1-'iicm~c Notes , 1q57 . Evan B. Hazard n am ed the 
t he following teeth co llected in 1957: 
1 ort Jol i 2 - d e er , otter . 
Po rt Joli 3 - '!)Orcu p ine, r .? bbit, deer , be!'tr , seal , do g , beaver . 

Also spiny dog f ish 1 identi f i ed by Ni r . Reeve B'3.iley, 
and A.m e r i cA.11 .s:-:.:o ter, itlentified by Dr . H . B. Tordo ff . 
( My hi rd- bones were sent to the Nat iona l Museum 
Rt Ot t awa fo r examination, G.nd I hear by the 
gr!?.pevi'!'le t:19.t g r e g, t m-k was found amon g them.) 

Port Joli 6 - deer. 
Po rt Joli 7 - deer, mink , seal . 
Port J oli 8 - r i:i.bbi -t , s e a l . 
It should not be t ake f :1'."om thi s l ist that moo se were n ot pa rt 
o .f the diet in these sites . ?,.~oose long- bones , s plit f or the 
marrow , outnumbered ~ll other typeJ of bone in these c amDS , 
but the he a ds we r e not bro tJgi1t t o the camp a s they we r e at 
Bear River . 
Ethnologi oal Notes . My mo st helpful in -fo rmants a mong the Indi ans 
we r e ~-1artin Sack , for thirty y ea rs co unsP-llor of the Shube·.iacs.die 
Reserve , an d John P ro s per , chi~f of +.h e Eayv i ew Reserve . 

~•:A. r t i n Sack Wfl.S very fg,ctual P~n d added no hearsa y . 
When he was a boy, his grandfather (h i s fa t h er was de R. d) took the 
f amily up t he St ewiack e River where t h ere wer e then few fa ri.1s , 
and they pitched their wigwam with some other f amilies. In the 
morning his mo the r ca.l l ed to hi m: nMa rtiTI , make up the fire ! 11 

He p ut on his co a t , tied his cap und e r his chin 1 p ut on his mi ttens 
a nd began to blow u p t h e f i r e whi ch had died iown to emJer.s . A 
very small fi r e kept the w·igw9.m warm. Whtn the f ire h a d burned 
awhi le 1 hi s mother rose 1 took l uckwheat meal 1 add e d ws.ter , a nd 
knefl.ded a cake which she p l'3.ced among the embers, covering it 
a l so wi +,h a few embers . There were only A. few tu r ned sriots I a na 
it wi,.s very good with butter . Th e time wou ld com"3 when she 
wou l d say : 11 Puppl'l. , i ood ru nning out. 11 Then t h e g r 9.ndfa ther 
wo uld g et u p , out a ~i g chunk of oake , fill the cent r e with butter, 
roll 1 t in hi s handkerch i ef and tie this a round his wa ist for his 
dinner 1 and would go out . He would ~ot l e gone long. He 
wou l d come b a ck wi t h the tongue 1 the liver an d the f a t from i ns i de 
the moos e , as much a s he could carry . Then a man would go f r om 
eve r y wigwam fl.nd wou l d t ak e from the carca se a s mu ch as he could 
09.rry. After t ha t the gr9.ndffl. ther would i; fl.ke the rest t o sell 
at the sto r e and would buy n e e ded t h ings such as flnur. Sooo times 
the men went up to thA bog t o hunt oa r i"J ou . One m9.n said : " Why 
d on I t we move the cRmps up t o the bogs whe re the cari ~o u a r e? 11 

But they never did .. .. 
It i s worth noting i n this description that a fo r malized 

sharing system is stil l rin~sent and t ha t the cus t om t hA.t t he women 
bri ng in the me1<t i s not there . The da te would i e 188 5- 1900 . 

John Pro s,e r was bo r n qt Canso . Hi s b and used to spend 
the ·,vinter a t Fr '.'l.rnbo ise Bay near Louisbourg :Jr at L 1 Ans e au Loop 
where t here were unfreezing swa m'!)s in which one could sp e a r ee l s 
a nd b e ache s where one dng f oxh oles and amb ushed seals . In su mmer 
they went u:p a ri 1rer f r om St , Ann ' s B'l.y t o thf:'! \ a r ren s wh ere t hey 
hunted Cflri l ou , and they c s. me down by t he Inrli9.n River which was 
t oo steep t o go u:p . They camp ed a lso ne a r I ona 9.nd Canso . 

Here i t ~ay be not ed that the win ter C'.3.mp wa s on the 
sho re , another nroof t hs.t one must not t ak e too 11 tera lly t h e 

enera liza tion that the n £1.ns went nian d in the winte r . .§.9.me 
i thA.t i s a • Their movement s follow e d fo od . 
Jo n And r ew Chisholm of Ms. rgJJ. r ee Fo r ks g'.3.ve me n note 

on Micm'lc bu ri~l customs. ,Ll1 Indi. nn once stopp ed a t their house 
~nd ask ed his g r andmother if he might stay the n i ght . (Date : c . 1860) 
He had a i ig c ag wh i ch he left on the porch , " nd she poked a t it 
out of curi osity withou t lea rn i ng wh .~t was in it . In the morning 
she a sk ed the India"l , nThat my g r and f a t her 1 n h e said , "He w1nt to 
be 1:uried ln M9.bou . He not t oo h e s.vy . I t "'.k e out him gu ts . 11 

Micm0,c Words . f' t ha t Indi "\.n s va rv h n r n unciation of 
many wo rds to fl. po i n t wh +, is di fficult to i e sure a t the 
or g rn nre he samF.l , As in Micmac ton c 9.c cen va r i es 
wi thout regularity .qnd mos t syllabl e s a r e unclea-r and the vowels 
s.nd consonant s do not corresp ond closely t o those of any l anguage 
I know , it is not surprising that everyonP. re co rds them dif'ferentl y . 
The lei st er t y p e o f fish- spear I have noted a s nigaul, wh i ch may b e 



5, summary . . 
The su~mer 1 s work fills in a spot in our inadequate 

p r ehistoric picture. The hypotMtical ~e~uence of cultu.ral 
horizons has now a few well - andh<;n1ed point;s , though even these 
are still based onl y Upon projectil~- po~nts and are _poorly 
linked to other a r eas, This i s the rough picture: 

Suggest.ed rultu re Desaril)t i C"ln and r,r i teri a SitM known. 

1 OOOllC-
500 AD . 

Boreal 
Archaic = 
. Red- Paint. 
i 

Fluted points I extinct mammals. Not so much as 
one point. 

Grrnnd points of slate ; well -
made gouges . n o -pots. 

Tusket Fal ls; 
Indian Gardens i 
Gr and Lake . 
No s1tes dug . 

.500 - Early Stemmed points of 4.uartzi te, Bear Rive r; 
---'-1~2~5~0_,,A~D~.-='W~o~o~d~l~a~n~d~. -~g~ua~r._;t.&.a.._slate . Bol as . Pottery.perhaps Le aqi ll~ 
1250- Middle Fine, pressure- finished , cornerPort Joli, 

1400 AD. Micmac. notched po i nts of chalcedony 1 Indian Gardens , 
jasper , quartz and lavas . Merigomi sh , 

1400- Late A few large serrated 
QdaskwanokB. 
Indian Gardens. 

11gg~ AD. o ~-r"~"!~'-o-n-e--,-an:-:-d-,;--p-oc-t;-,---;;Nc:-o-:.:t--;:k:::n:cown=-. --
1600 AD. replacement by iron and kettl es . 

1600- Acadt an . Rich in iron and copper , Pictou l i? r i al ; 
17 50 AD. guns from-19..5.Q , _ ___!lQ__l!tifil,_, _ _ _ 

1750- British . Poor; guns, wooden arrowpoints , Ve r y many. 
-1iQQ AD. ch i naware , nai ls , l nttons . 

It may turn out that some of the above periods are 
unnecessary . We have no evidence of Ancient man here , \ pt 
Nova Scotia seems to have been ioe - free earlier thEfl the 
Appalachians (Livingston, 1958) , there were mastodons here , 
these died out , and wherever this happ ened we suspect the hand 
of man . The vague datings are based on Dr . Byers 1 carh.on- dates 
for Maine p l us a few centuries for diffusion . Until the end 
of the Earl y Woodland pe r iod most of eastern North America was 
in the "hunting-gathering" economic stage , changing very slowl y , 
and our cultures would be somewhat impoveri shed versions of the 
ones general farther west. With the eXJJlosion of oorn- cu_l tur e 
from New York state southward and westward at atout the \ eginni ng 
of our era technical chang eo apread fr~m that area into Nova 
Scot i a which, however, seems to have r emained outside the l imit 
of corn-planting . Its culture from that time · forwar d1 "therefo~e , 
needs to be distingu ished fro m that of agr icultu r al tri bes . 
11 L a.te M1 omac" is ba sed u:p .. O.IL.~ __ ffilL .W.estern- t vne wa r-h~ d_s_ i__n 

_Jlr.JlaJid..e..ll..!.s_g_olleotion and it mav te tha t these oints or their 
ke ha e been brou in as a result of wars with western 

tribes . However , he egends of the ·Mohawk wars related 'y 
Rand include no European weapons but show a life much l i ke that 
described by Lescarbot and unlike that , .f the shell- heaps , 
WintemPerg 1 s MA.hone Bay site ha d corner-notched po i nts of 
quartzite sugg esting transiti\n to Middle Micmac, but h i s pr,ts 
were truly Middle Micmac , of the southern type. However , we 
neP,d to know a great dea l more a bout the pottery types here 

before we rely upon them for dating . 

References . 
Denys , Nicholas - Natural History , etc. 167 2 , Ganong tr . 1906. 
Griffin, J . B. (ed.T-=-Archaeolo~y of Eastern United states , 1952 . 
Harper , J . Russell - Portland Point . 1956 , with appendix: 

A Seventeenth Century Micmac Buria l at fut~ 
LeClercq, Chretien - New Rela tion of Gasnesia. 1691. Ga.none tr . 
Lescarbot 1 Marc - History of New France, 1610 
Livingston, D. A. & B. G. R - Late - Glacial a.vid rostglaci!l.l ve,,;et,,,tton 

from Gillis Lake !.!1......fil.ghmond County I Gape Breton 
Island , Nova Scoti 1; , 1958 . · · · - -

MacNeish 1 Richard s . and W. A.Ritchie - .. TI:rn ....... Er~Iroguoian Pottery 
of New York State . 194q , 

Rand , Sila s - Dictionary of the La!rn:uaa: e of t h e Micma c Indi ans . 1888 . 
Lea;ends of the Micma cs. 18 90 , 

Smith , H.I ., and W,J , Winternberg - Some Shell- Heaps in Nova 
Scotia , 19 29 . 

Wallis, W.D, & R. ~ Mi cmac Indians o.f_Eastern_ Canada,1955 , 



18 
AoknowledRements . 

I have to acknowledge gr ate fu lly help f rom a n umbe r 
of people and i ns titutions: 
First I t he NovR. Scotia Museum of Science which financed the 
project . Advice 1 help ful criticism and ecouragement came f rom 
Dr . Eonglas S. Byers of t he Peabody Institute; help with 
pottery fro m Dr . Richard S . MA.cNe ish, Senior Archa.eoloeist of 
the Nation1-l :Museum of Canada; the nam i ne of roclc-types fro m 
Melanson and Odaskwan oliJ:h by Mr . Wi l li am Take of the Nova Sco tia 
Museum of Science . ( I am responsi b l e for the names of ro cks 
at Bear River, so no one shou l d rely imp l ioitly upon their 
accuracy .) Mr . Evan B. Hs.za rd 1 when at the Uni '\rersity of Mi chig 'in, 
n ~med many teeth and some bones fo r me and so \ uilt up for me q 
r eference oolleotion upon which my statistics are based . He 
a lso referred di f'fic ulties on to specialists at tha t Museum , snd 
I am i ndebted for n ames to Mr. Reeve Bennett 1 Dr. C.W . Hibba rd, 
Dr . R. W. Storer and Dr . H. B. To rdof. As usu q l I sm i ndetted a lso 
to the Fisheries Research Board of Canada at the Biological 
St a tion , St.Andrews, N . B . Dr . J . C.Mertoof , Hea d of the Molluaoan 
Shellfish Investigations , oheoked the shells and his colleague , 
Dr . Leim, the f ish . To Mr. and Mrs . 11 . R. Pell I am obliged fo r 
permission to di g the Bear River site and f or hospitality during 
this dirty and laboriou s work, 

I owe much a l so to many friendly pe ople a l ong the way, 
Indians not least, and I thank them a ll. 


	MS-2-202_31_3_031
	MS-2-202_31_3_032
	MS-2-202_31_3_033
	MS-2-202_31_3_034
	MS-2-202_31_3_035
	MS-2-202_31_3_036
	MS-2-202_31_3_037
	MS-2-202_31_3_038
	MS-2-202_31_3_039
	MS-2-202_31_3_040
	MS-2-202_31_3_041
	MS-2-202_31_3_042
	MS-2-202_31_3_043
	MS-2-202_31_3_044
	MS-2-202_31_3_045
	MS-2-202_31_3_046
	MS-2-202_31_3_047
	MS-2-202_31_3_048
	MS-2-202_31_3_049
	MS-2-202_31_3_050
	MS-2-202_31_3_051
	MS-2-202_31_3_052
	MS-2-202_31_3_053
	MS-2-202_31_3_054

