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Tranenription of Intewview with Jalebd “ushton.

father horm 1927, in Je=ts hester, Cumberland lo.
‘arrven ushton. he hal livel in Springhill a sh )
-xforl; came hack to Tpringhill the last tinez to tay, arounl 1917 or 191G,

rother born Yorth Gresnvilla.

nore of a rural hackground.

a nuaber of year= after he was born they kept a cow. nalking huttemilk
in a chum--1 1

atning altogether.
"o '1n't leave faraine altogether--he kept a little bit of it in hi
heart, an? al-o in s 1 a i

1, Decanse he kept a4 marclen for vears unt
wa=~ unable to look after it."

WO

lost 2 cow in one of the "timl pita" aroun! =pringhill--nite Aug
=gze 1f econal m@a~ ther=.
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“oad--morn there, were there until he was Q vears

.
srew up on the ilerrit

+ +
O

Terrace =k

< .

lived on lowane Zt., Crossin “t., Merrace 5t.

von other =17¢c of town were Just as rough on the lerritt loaders.”

--two or tnree families from Her:xitt Road woull beat up anyody Trom other
parts of town.--people f- n the town woul? Meat un on the Herritt Qwaler=

)

when they went into lanca

"I+ was just their way of life, I miens.
environment, I =uppose.'’

'Some of them lilkel a little hrawl now and again to liven things up.'

~ R

--some of the=e Fishts were serious--faces narre! Tor 1i-

L
that,

~

e anad things like

friction among kids contributel to by =ome kids having a bit better money.

-lived right next loor to troublesome Ffanily.
--started work a= a labourer. prior to coming to Tpringhill he worked in
the iron nine~ in Lonmonlerr\. he wasn't there thatlong.

--workel at x Torl at the woollen nills there.--worked at a carpentry or
wagon =hon there

--company was paying the biggest wages of anybody around there.

e

Y e g

--vaying better than any other work.

--you coul’ work there year wound and you always had money coming in.

artel out as a surface labourer--packing ti:ber Tor the miners, at that
me they had company houses and labouress woul:l work on thein--

ntertime shovelling snow off the railroad to keep the line clear for

e

h coal car~, shovelling paths for the worker=, etc.etc.
'"™he miners an’ the tmalemmen--like hoist Arivers and the nachinists and
the~2 peonle--hut the niners ani the p2ople who worke! outsiie were all
4 . =
p2id  a basic labour rate.' Ene doesn't mean niners |,
onca the union came in, wages id get better. 'The only thing in Snrinchill

thot you can make any amount of nmoney at,'

--everything elsc at a much lower ratez of pay.--withthe union= you inew you
were golng to et a little nore.

e MAn't have any real standar? of living, I woull 3ay We were anong the no



ceneral labourer's wages idn't o so far.

all sot to rade 11.
parents all wanted them to get thelir high school out ol 1it.

father mot a strong man--neither is hie son.

1a’ was quite r2li Tiou°——Joibev the TJalvation Army and became a calct...
i sr to the Thurch of the MNazarene, and “rom them he went to tae

s

2til1l i2 a “hurch of the Nazarene in uxfoxd.
Yararenes had qulte a 1little following here, but it has dwindle? of .,
walked in “rom the Herritt load to the Church of the Nazarene.

he is a Baptist. can't get people to act as Aeacons--people stay on Tor
years and years,

doeen't think there ale many worse people today than there were. you diin't
here what was going on years ago. EJlo noral difference i~ the quantlity of
in“ormation .

™o *he church people it was a hig lssue.' Lmem_e“ancej

--his !

hrother went overseas and got drunk.
-—imwact of war on this temperance novement!

mMenperance novenent "chasel people hehind doors." lie think= it's better

tolay when at least it's out in the open.

orevalence of hootlegsers.

father nevef talked politics.

father leanel to the Zonsewvative side.

e triel! to live Yy the 3ible. 7 you 4o that, of course, you're
not going to get involvel with a lot ol other stusf.' | Thi= comment rises in
'iscussion @uou+ politics. 7

tonding wash-house. slight ralse in pay. hal to clean up the
ake the soap out of the li~hes, di=infect, ete.

went From there to fill in at the company office. big square wullding on the
corme> of ilclougall and Main “tkest.

--he sal?, For years ani years and years, he would never go “down the mine
"owever, when you get a Tamily, anl you're rying to findl a Jjob to glve you
soms money, and you havon t got any Job, any of the jobs that you can get
are neliocre with little pay, you're going to go where the money is.!

cta-~ted in the mines in 1947 'Ion nade 1t quite plain that she Iidn't want

me to go down the minees.'

--stores were paying 10, $7 a week--rest of the stores were pretty low,
was working at a har'ware store befors he went in the awmg G
WOrK.

--first put in a bad place in the aine--1'n't know what was
nia it a Sfellow who collin't teach.

'T wae scared to leath of the nine~ Trom the tiace 1 atartel in them until
I got out of then.'

i~ andomen~ thoony of lining up the walls o= a contributing factor to

o L
9 ”

the hunps. aarly bumps in 1978--injure’ a counle of peopla. (

——in other mire--"o0."'--nzople t=ie? to tell then not to 4o what they 711,
"ut of courme, being the company an’ the owmeres o the aine, they went

ahead an? 17 it anyway.'

3

--put the nain electric cable :down the nain =lope. ~hould have oveen
Jown the fan <lope.
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As the oll exping goew, 'orey tallis,

an ! £3 ns S N e s
can't flgure out why they were let off <o easily--let owt of ZTrnringhill
o) 7o anything for the people of Ipringhill.

"...they were looking for an out, and this mave it +o

1IN, T ] . . s . D) .
‘.?1n‘“o.¢ ad?%oied, they close? it un without eva“ thinking about it,
ani they were Just looking for an out. ain? ones that bump happened,

--coul? have left Mo.2 and not try to gat the ‘enp coal out.

'T =till wain+ﬁin that if they' kept these walls the way thay were hefore
they wouldn't “ave had these nmerious 5. They would have had hunp=, ,
They weve alway= roing to have bumps=, ae long 2= they were Jowm that ‘onfy
*’wv ware bounl to have bumps. Jut they ‘.'?1_*«21’1'15 soing to have the .ﬁe":'.-o'.tzc

=

D~ + i e ey 3T " - .
ushton was tranpe or OF days--that's wien he deeide’ to ot out

57 ming
] ining.
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