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Mr. T. H. Radd a ll, 
Liverpool, N. s. 

Dear Tom: 

August 5, 1939 . 

I am s ending you my friend J im Curran' s book, 
11 Here Was Vinland 11 , which proves, if he is right--and 
I don't think he is at a ll right--that the Norsemen 
never came anywhere near Nova Scotia, and they went by 
airplane froo s o~ewhere a round the Labrador Coast to 
all points eas t, west, north a nd s outh dropp1n{:; tokens 
and tools an d other things for Jim and hi s friends to 
find a s they went al ong. 

I haven 1 t read the book yet, a lthough I read two 
or three of the a rticles in the Sault News. However, Jim 
Curran is a n honest, s inc e re lad a nd he may believe 
entirely what he ha s writ ten , a nd s oce of h i s e videnc e 
:nay indic at e one thing and some another . When you have 
digested it we will h a ve a t a lk ab out it. I am going 
West a ga i n a nd when I come b a ck will foregather. 

I think probably the mo s t striking statement i n 
the book is on the title page, which re ads : " America ' s 
Strangest Story. 11 

I told hin some time ago that we still maintain 
that the fir st American child on the Americ a n Continent 
was born in St . Mary's I!ay, Nova Scotia, a nd nothing 
would convince u s to the contrary. 

Yours s incerely, 

CI!LJ: VB 



Mr. T. H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia . 

My dea r Tom : 

J"uly 15t h , 1 939 . 

Last night I dined with the Governor General 
and afterwards we engaged i n a general conversation. We 
were t alking about Nova Scotia when His Exc ellency said , 
"There i s one nan down th3 re I want to meet - Tom Raddall ." 
He then proceeded to pay your works many compli ments , and 
fi nall y said that he looked upon you as Canada ' s best story 
wri tar . 

He said all t hi s before he knew tha t you and 
I had ever been associated. Apparently he bas read every-
thi ng you ever wrote in Blackwood ' s . He knew all about the 
shoe-trees story and I gave him some further details . 

I have promised him tha t when he comes t o Nova 
Scotia you will be on tap to meet him, and I know you will 
enjoy it . I had a thoroughly good time talking to him on 
all kinds of sub jects, a.rd am today g iving him a copy of 
t he "Rover" and the "Markland" Sagas . 

I ' 11 be down in Nova Scotia soon and look 
forward to seeing you . With kin'!_ regards , I remain 

CHI.Jones 
JWD 



r 
August l, 1941, 

My dear Tom, 

It has been a matter o:f regret with me 
that our paths have not crossed and that we could not 
ai t down and talk for a couple o:f hours about old times 
and literary happenings. 

I wn surprised to hear that there is not 
a copy o:f the "Markland Sagas" in the Yarmouth Library. 
I thought we had already sent a copy there but I am 
asking Mi es Borg el to deliver to you a copy and I would 
be pleased if' you would send it to the Library with our 
joint compliments. 

I am much interested in your having signed 
a contract to do an historical novel of Nova Scotia. As 
I once told you, I have a good theme for an historical 
novel of Nova Scotia. I have never given you the particulars 
but sometime I am going to write it I if' I ever do get the 
time. As you know, my time is pretty well absorbed in 
Q.uebec. Bert and the other boys are bearing the brunt 
of the Mersey operations and I give them what time I can 
on my visits and, o:t course, talk to them or write them 
every day. 

The next time I go down I want to meet you 
and we will have a good old fashioned crack about many 
things, including cabbages and cocoanuts, etc. 

M;y very be st regards. 

Cm.Jones 
N. 

Mr. Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia. 

Dictated by Colonel Jones 
and signed in his absence. 

Yours sincerely• 



I . ' , 

I 
February 28, 1942. 

Dear Tom, 

I see by the papers that you have been 
listed with t he immortal s by the Saturday Evening 
Post and I congratu l ate you, both as a friend and 
as a former collabor ator . 

I hope some day , when I have retired from 
this cra zy whirl of making paper , that I will be 
a ble to take time to spr ead before you my trilogy 
which will make a gr and yarn~ 

Your s incerely, 

CHI.Jones 
N. 

Mr . Thomas H. Raddall , 
Liverpool, 
Nova Scotia . 



November ?? , 1944 . 

De~r Tom , 

The "Halifax Herald" of November 18th carried 
an 'article "In the !'!ova Scot i a or Long Ago" . Reference 
to yourselt' and to the 11?.:arkl and Sagas" and the "Saga 
of the Rover" brought back the old days when v-10 had so 
much fun getting these ou"t . 

I have ordered a copy of "Roger Sudden" 
and l ook !'onmrd to receiving ehd reeding it . From 
the reviews it seems to be very good. 

?!y congratulati to you on the great success 
you a r e making as an hor and with kindest regards, 
I remai r1 , 

Mr . T. H. Ruddell, 
Liverpool, Nova Scotia. 

'l'LJ/H 



November 29 t h , 1944. 

Dear Colefne l Jones , 

l!any t hanks f or your very kind letter of the 27th . 
"Roger Sudden" is enjoying qui te n vogue , i n t h i s part or t he world 
a t a ny r a t e - - I haven I t he1,. rd fro !!! my p'.lblhh er s on r esults elsewher e . 
The book i s to be published i n the Uni t ed States next spring, and 
pos sioly i n Grea t 3rita i n a s well. 

With r ee:a r d t o II Sa{'R of t he Rover " and 11 The Markla nd SOP,as 1·; t hese 
l.'l.'odeat Chil dren of ours have now a chieved cons i dera ble f n.ne And have 
in f act become quite a prize t o col lectors of Canadi ana. I have been 
deluged with r equests fo r t hen a nd I da r e say you have had the sa me 
exper i ence. The othe r dny i n Hnlifa~ my publ i shers I r epr e $entat1ve , 
Geor~e Foster , sugr,e s t ed t ha t wa pern i t a printi ng of t he books fo r 
sa le to t he publi c on a r oynlty ba si s. I told h i m I would consult you 
i n the J'llA.tter but personnlly I was dea d agaim,t it. The va l ue of a 
11!.'lited a nd priva te edition Has i n the very f a ct tha t i t i s li"l i ted 
nnd priva t e . A public is sue woul d greatly less en the aestheti c va lue 
of t he orig i nal. Le t the collect org scr amble for t he orig ina l ed i tions 
i t hey like. 

I gave away my l ng t spare c opy long ago t o Dr. J a~e s ?!nrtell of t e 
Nova <;c ot1a Archives . Have you much of n s uppl y l e ft 1 I " s o, cou l d 
you spar e oe one or t wo of ea ch ? 

I daresa7 yoll know tha t Colonel Fred Ford died a day or t wo ar.o i n 
Tor on t o . 'We bury h i m her e tomorrow wi th fu ll r:i ili tary, Leg i on And 
Masonic hono r s . 'l'he a rra ngements have f a ll en t o mi., -- qu ite a bus i nes s , 
but I t h ink a ll will go s moo t hly. 

Legi on work is increas i ng f ast; we have 30 newl y d i schar ged men i n 
Liverpool a lone , a l l with pens i on , g r a tui ty nnd r eh<-' bilita t i on p r oblems . 
l 'uch of t he burden ! nev i tably f a lls upon the president i n a srmll 
branch li ke this; my house has become a s ort of Mecca f or s ervice men 
in t rouble, and wha t with these persona l visits plus phone c A.11s , l etters 
and teleg r ams my wr i ti ng hours are ba dl y shot. I t seel.'I.S t o me t hat before 
very long t here will have to be a f ull- time Veterans I ifel fare offic~r i n 
every c oun t y t own . The Queens Coun t v boy !I now i n t he service will have 
a t lea s t $500 , 000 comin~ to them i n g r a tuit i es a nd r eha bili tat i on grants 
when the wa r ends; co!llpared to that t he sa lary a nd expens es of a c o!llpe t e"\t 
~an t o a dm i nister ve t erRns' affairs in the county woul d be a very s r.'1811 
i tern i nde ed . I cnn t h i nk of a numbe r of good men now serving who woul d be 
haDpy t o l:mve t he job a nd who would handl e it well, As it sta nds there is 
only one Ve terans 1 "'e l f a re off icer f or t he whole pr ov i nce, a raons t r ous 
bottleneck a l r eady a nd gett1n& worse 11 th ,, time i a nd t his u tuati on 
r:ru.B t ob tai n i n every prov i nce of t he Dominion. 

'11t h all good wishes , 

Si nc e rely , 



/ 

Dear Colone l J ones . 

I wrote you i n t he l a tter da7a of Nove!lber . acknowledging 
701.rr le t ter of' Jfov&!lber 27 t h a."l.d 11.en tion i n& a proposi ti lln ot-, publiM•rc f or 
a ,u.bltc edition of "Saga of t he Rove r " and " !he Mar ltland Ssgaa 11 • I ' ve had 
no r ejlly - - appe.rentl7 rq lett er wn, l os t i n t he p re-Chrhtas ruah - - s o here ' s 
thtt matter agai n. 

Our t wo tittle books have n01r a cqu i r ed a c er tain f a.me i n c ertain cir cles . 
&l'ld pa.rti c'..ll arl y they hav.s b.tt!ome toeathi ng of a prh:e t o ot Canadi ana . 
I M.ve een delU&:ed • 1th r eques t s fo r t h Oll. e.nd I daresay y ou have had the saatt 
experi enc e . Lae t f all i n Hu.lifax my pu hlhhers 1 repr e11enta tive. George l'oster , 
au. ;Ht&' a ">Tinting of the books t or sal e t o the public on e. royalty OOais . 
I t old h i m I would consul t you in t hB aatter but personally I we.11 dead agains t it . 
'l'he vo.lu11 of a private and limi ted e~ itl on lies i n t he Yery ta.ct t hat it.!.! 
prh·a te and limi t ad . A public issue would eatly l euen the aua t hetic Tal u• of 
the origi nal. Let tho collectors scr ambl e fo r the or i g inal edi tiona i f tho7 wish. 

ltave you much of' a s'..l.:1pl7 left 'f I ge.ve m:, laet spare COI>J" to Dr. Jnne t1 
llartell of t 11e Rova ")C.:> tia Ar chives . t wonder if ytrU. cmlld let ma have a copy 
or t.,,o of each 7 I want O'le par L1cJ.l.arl.:, f or Cl OII Cro"ell, a dintrict supe"h or 
ot schoolt: i'l•n he,-e . 

'l'he TAJ' goe" ell. ~U"oly t.b.ia cur.an, r "111 see t e end or Ge am reehtanc e . 
'rheir r e,;olve to st c!t it out to the bit ter end 111ee.ns sl•pl 7 a most thor ougi1 
licki ng - - the k i nd of lickirll!; thoy 6.Vo\ deJ. a,- sit;ni n,r. t ~o .a.l"'!'lhtice i n 191g. 
Tt1ia tbe the Ucki n~ will s t i ck . As f or the J'aps . l C...on ' t - pccL to see th..-
1ti c:<:1ng i t out l or.g nf t er Oeru.c.ny col l.e. :sea . ~e.r •,• Vt.king a. ter iti c beat i ng 
in the }'aci f i c ns 1t is . \..ft~ th• -.mr haa CO!lle to thei r fron t doo r . l'h& p r osp•c t 
of all t he .Ul!ed. f orce, f r ee t o dHcend upon thfMII s t. b i! worryi~ th.:n d.esper-
Btely1 and a g r eat 11sn,v of the tlrc;;- er..ting o!fi cers , nav 1 and nili tary, who 
dictated the aggress i ve policy of J e.1,r-.n are no• dead; 

lri th all ,;vod wishes , 

':inc~rel.y, 
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