
No ve bar 7 •· 19 .34. 

Henry Roper , Sr., 
The BDoekfi ld Construction Company, 

U o. 1 • f a x. • 
1 ova Soo ti a . 

De r r r . Roper: 

vc / 

For tho 0011d timo in. year the oalltr of my 
houeo ha.a been flooded too. depth o. six inches a.nu in ench case 
I have bean Dut to great deal of 1 convenienoe . I have lived 
in many hous s . 11'1 t 1is han never occurred . I do not lmo v vrhy 
it does ooour 1n your house , but ,whatever the re son , there must 
boa \my to prevent it , and I request thut you do so at once . 

On the first ooo sion I was told that the \:ater 
back d up through a pipe o~ through a hole in the floor thl'oue}l 
which th sewer pipe enters . It may bo necessary to hr ve this 
hole •• n the collar floor and to hcli/e soil unooment d aroUJld the 
pip a. bit if so it should be possi )le to have a gr tin through 
which :rater 1hioh do ea enter could flow outo Incidentally it 
aoerne tom th t the water is antering a.round tho foundation or 
the houoo particuJ.a.rly at the lJaok where the ground aro,m<1 the 
foundation hao mink several inohos. • 

To add to my a.11.noya110 , oauaad by the f'loodin 
of the cell. r for the eooond time , the plUt 1ber whom your son sent 6 oponod the sewer to lot the v, tor out and by this morning nine ... 
tenth of the water hao gone but the celln.r floor still has water 
all over it. By reason of the sewer pipe beine left open ray 
f ily was thrown into complete consternation this r.iornin;;:;i by 
reason of th ap;ourance of a sewor rat half tho siz of o. sm 1 
oat and whioh ue.o only killed a:tto1 .. considerable diffiou.1-cy o 

It io not my haJit to oomplain unless there is 
perfectly good reason for it , but I do axpoot a. fi1m of your 

re utation to t•l..k whr tever measures m· y be neo(,SS: ry to sec that 
this thing oanno t oc cur a.gain . 

Yours truly, 
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Prof . Vincent MacDonald 
Dean of the Dalhousie Law School . , 
Halifax, N. s . 
Dear Mr . MacDonald; -

TELE PHON E,SACK .31 
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I have your letter of November 7th . and 

I am extremely sorry that you have had to put up with wa t er 

running into your basement . You write that you have lived 

in many houses and this has never occured before. It has 

never occured to me either . There are dozens of houses in 

the best parts of the City that have been flooded by the last 

storm. Really in regard to stopping the water coming into a 

basement is beyond all control . The condition of your house 

is rather peculiar because you are suffering from the 

downspouts of all the houses on Jennings Stree t running 

down over the slope . As you know there is no sewer on 

Jennings Street. I have been to see the City Engineer 

about this matter,he told me that he could not force them 

to connect their downspouts until a sewer has been laid . 

However, we will do our best and have arranged to have a 

pump installed the same as in the adjoining house . This 

will take charge of any water that comes in through the walls 

or up under the floor of the cellar . 
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I cannot understand how a rat got into your 

cellar through a 4" trap and as you know these traps are 

always filled with water . I had one of these unwelcome 

visitors in my cellar but I think i.t came in through a 

window or was brought there with vegetables or so me othe r 

shipment of food . I do not think it possible for it - to 

pass th r ough a 4" pipe . 

We are very sorry that the matter has happened 

but you will readily understand that we have n o control 

over the storms and that the will of Go d is beyond our 

jur i s diction . 

After the plumber has installed the pump , 

I will call ou t an d s ee you . 

Yours very truly , 

M ~ .__£AI 
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