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Raddall books displayed ai Liverpool

By IVAN SHORTLIFFE

LIVERPOOL Noted
author Dr. Thomas H. Rad-
dall told a group of students
here Wednesday that
whatever literary value his
books may have had, he did
prove one thing, that it was
possible for a Canadian, living
in Canada, writing about
Canadians and the Canadian
scene, to make a living. X

“That is my main satisfac-
tion,” Dr. Raddall said at cer-
emonies opening a display of
his books at the Liverpool
Regional School Library, a
highlight of the school’s
education week program.

“I never became rich, but
I did make a living and was
able to educate my children
and able to enjoy life in a
small town,” he sald

—reores

School  Principal  C.
Burke, Sheri Shankel,
sident of the student council
and librarian D. H. Rundle-
Woolcock welcomed and paid
tribute to the author who had
attained international recogni-
tion.

Dr. Raddall recalled that in
1938 when he was about to
leave his accounting job at
the Mersey Paper Company
to embark on a fulltime
writing career, his boss drew
him aside to offer a word
of advice.

“No Canadian, living in
Canada and writing entirely
about Canadians and the
Canadian scene, has ever
been able to make a living,”
the company official warned.

Admitting that he was un-
certain himself, the then bud-
ding author said that
“Somebody has to do it
sometime.”

He proved that it was
possible for a Canadian, even
in a little town in Canada,

prE-,

to stay where he was, writing

about his own people and his |

own country and write well
enough that people in other
countries, as well as in
Canada, “would buy his books
and read what he has to say.”

Apart from two small books
privately published in the ear-
ly 1930’s, he has published
17 books, including eight
novels, four volumes of
history and five volumes of
short stories.

Dr. Raddall has been
honored with degrees from
several universities, is an
elected Fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada and has
received the gold medal from
that society for distinguished
service to Canadian literature.

Three times he has won
the Governor-General’s Award
for the best Canadian books
of the year.

In 1971 he was invested as
an officer of the Order of

Canada, the country’s highest

honor.
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2 Nova

ANTIGONISH —  Saint

. Francis Xavier University
will confer honorary degrees
on two distinguished Nova

' Scotians at Spring convocation
ceremonies May 13.

Receiving honorary doctor
| of law degrees will be
| Augustus Hector (Gus) Mac-
1‘ Donald, a pioneer in the field
| of social justice and Thomas
| H. Raddall, a well-known
| author and historian.

!, Mr. MacDonald, a native of

| Glace Bay, was a close asso-

ciate of the -late Moses M.

Coady, Dr. Timmy Tompkins,

Y and other leaders of the Anti-
* gonish movement in the 1930s.
He was one of the first volun-

« teer extension workers in
Glace Bay when St. FX be-

, gan its extension department

| program in Cape Breton 40

~ years ago.

'~ -Today Mr. MacDonald is
recognized as a dedicated in-
ternational worker for co-
operatives -and fishery
management. He is currently
project manager for the Cen-
tral Fisheries Research In-
stitute in Zambia. However,
his career has provided great
assistance to development
within Canada.

He is a former secretary-
treasurer of United Maritime
Fishermen and has done
much for fisheries and

" St. FX to honor __.

" absorbed about his first love,

Scotians

northern development in the
province of Saskatchewan.

He was for nine years a S
director of fisheries in Saskat-
chewan and for six years was
director of northern affairs
for that province.

In 1964, he was honored by =
the government for his work
with the Indians and Metis
people by naming of two -3
geographxcal features after A

i

WA

=

On the international scene,
Gus MacDonald has advised
and directed co- operatwe and
fishery projects in Ceylon, & 7
Australia, Kenya, Italy, ™
Ghana, and Zambia.

In 1970 he was a member
of the United Nations Mission
to East Africa, Madagascar
and Mauritius.

Thomas Head Raddall is a 4
man whose prose and
Maritime history have 4
delighted readers for over 30
years, A three-time winner of
the governor-general’s award
for best Canadian books, his ;
writing career has been both [
prolific and varied since it
began as an after-work ac-
tivity in  Liverpool, Nova
Scotia in the 1930s.

He has authored 17 hooks
including five historical novels
and four. volumes of history.
Mr. Raddall has also written
numerous articles for
magazines as well as scripts
for radio and television.

His novels: have been
published in Canada, the
United, States,-and Britain in
every west-European
language.

At home- and abroad about
2.4 million copies of his books
have been sold. He is an
elected fellow- of the Royal
Society of Canada and has
received the gold medal of ‘
that society “for distinguished
service to Canadian
literature.”

In 1971 he was invested as
an officer in the Order of
Canada.

Mr. Raddall continues to be

N
N

o

e B AN

R RT3

=l

R

the society -and history of the
Maritime - provinces, pamcu-
larly Nova Scotia.

His best known works in-
clude Halifax-Warden of the
North; Hangman’s Beach (set
on MacNab Island in
Halifax Harbor); His - Ma-
jesty’s Yankees; and the
Governor’s Lady.
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William White

I~

N s

dead at 74
William T. White, 74, 1662

| Edvward Street, Halitax, died 7
Tuesday in Halifax Infirmary. by

, Born at Campbellton, N.B. 5

! he was a son of the late Mr.
and Mrs. John White. He |/

¢ served during the First World
War and during the Second |/
World War was appointed |
Nova Scotia vice-chairman of

/ the National War Finance
Committee for which he was 2
awarded' the Order of the
British Empire.

He was director and presi- 7

dent of Nova Scotia College of

7 Art and in 1970 he received
the honorary degree of Doctor

of Fine Arts. b

He started in the investment

/ business with Johnson and
“Ward, Moncton and later
became partner of G. E.
¢ Leslie and Company and .
Bongard, Leslie and Company ?
. before retiring in 1968. He
J, was a director of Stanfields
;Limilcd. Truro, and a mem-
2 ber of Dalhcusie Gallery, Art
Committee. |
¢ Surviving besides his wife, "
Marion, are one son, William,
Moncton; one daughter, Pam-
7% ela (Mrs. T. H. Raddall, Jr.),
Hunt's Point; four sisters,
Mrs. A. W. Noseworthy and
Penelope, both of Toronto;
/‘Mrs. Guy Wyers and Mrs.
£ Cyril J. MacDonald, both of [t
Campbellton; two brothers,
£Robin, Ganges, B.C.; Wendall, |4
Toronto. 1
' The bedy is at Snow’s |
Funeral Home, Windsor |*
Street, where funeral service |/
?wil] be held 2 p.m. Thursday.
B

<

o AR

urial will be in Fairview
mcemetery.
No flowers by request.
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Gallery in
Evelyn 8. T
Nova Scotia
who won
fention i &
Jjournalism
career as
respondent
Herald Ltd.,
evening in St.
Ontario.

Mrs. Tufts had been in’
ing health for three ye
She was 83. 2
The remains were crema)
Once descrlbed i

e Ha
died Thurs
Cathar

%%w

M Mﬁm
|

rs. Evelyn S. Tufts

blonde, green-eyed ter-
rific', Mrs. Tufts became fa-
mous_across the country for

her ultra_femininity_and_col-
orle high-style clofhes as well
her — abl] as__her abilify as ¢
newspa rwoman.
ort_the news
of Parlxament. it was

Relfer Thanalt_the Oftawa
rej crters Eum gether.  She

had a Tfabulous memory and
could retain details on may
dated Government issues.

WD Ps. Tufts bad_a ".!,Vlruz

Tufts, journalist

within a thousand miles of the
story. [
During another trial she ‘
covered, however, the tiny |
blonde from Wolfville, Nova
Scotia, rubbed shoulders with
writers like Walter Winchell,
Edna Ferber and Walter Lipp-
mann, That was the famous
Lindbergh case when Bruno
Hauptmann was being tried
for his life for the kidnapping
of the Lindbergh child. She |
was  the only Canadian |;
reporter covering the trial, |
The Herald havmg wired her |
to end a holiday in New York ‘
City and go to Flemington, |/
New Jersey for the Haupt- h
mann trial. She was one of the |
few newsmen who got a pass
into the courtroom and for 31
days she worked side by side |
K with the biggest names in the ;z

journalistic field.
Evelyn Smith Tufts is weIl
remembered in Western‘
Kings County of Nova Scotia |
as a school teacher at Auburn
and Kingston Village. But she
is better remembered for a |
blistering attack she once ‘
made upon the leaders of the
nation when she accused them [
of “plotting to keep women
out of Government.” I
“The only fault 1 find with |
Canadian men” she was
[ quoted as saying “is that they
have a plut to keep women
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Raddall papers

Dalhousie University ~ has
staged a literary coup with,
the acquisition of the papers
of Dr. Thomas H. Raddall.
Obtained last September, the
collection has  been in-
ventoried and is ready for its
first public appearance at the
Killam Library.

Dr. Raddall sold his ' first
story, to Maclean's Magazine,
in 1928 and his hooks alone, in
the four decades during which
be has been writing, have sold
over: 3,000,000 copies in nine
languages.

The papers include original
typescripts  of  Raddall’'s
histories, fiction and articles,
and large files of research

notes, autobiographical mate-
rial and correspondence.

The historical notes contain
@ vast amount of information
on Nova Scotian history.
Some of the material has ap-
peared .in such works as
Halifax: Warden of the North
or as background detail in
other historical works.

The collection includes in-
formation which Raddall has

o oyt oy .
%7%7/}; Zé aé/-l/y v ﬂéﬂla/z‘w/zf / %2?’11

:
é

1o be di
collected about the MicMac
Indians, much of it through
conversations with elderly In-
dians. And there are many
anecdotes dealing with local
characters and legends.

Of interest, as well, are

S

Koy 3

D) Xy

played
recognition for a Canadian

writer was hard to achieve
and success a rarity. !

1}

L&/ 1/

7%

Raddall's and
notes on the publishing history
of his works, providing, as
they do, an insight into the
‘problems of a Canadian
author in those years when

Raddall’'s first book was 2z
The Pied Piper of Dipper 2
Creek, published by =,
Bl M: )
Bdinburgh in 199, The first
full-length novel, was His Ma- §
jesty’s Yankees, published in ~
1942, and this has been x.
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Mrs. Thomas H. Raddall, Sr.
Jj LIVERPOOL — Mrs.
Thomas. H. Raddall Sr., 71, of
Park Street, died Tuesday at
her home.

Born at Milton, she was the
former Edith Margaret Free-
man, a daughter of the late

i Frederick and Frances (Bell)

Freeman. She was d graduate
of Acadia Ladies Seminary in
1923 and taught music until
_her marriage in 1927. «

Surviving besides her hus-
band, are a son, Thomas Jr.,
Hunts Point;' a daughter,
Frances” (Mrs. William Den-
nis),” Moncton; a brother,
Terence, Summerville; seven
grandchildren.

The body is at Chandler’s

N

7 Funeral Home. Funeral serv- -

ice will be held 2 p-m.
% Thursday in Zion United
7 Chureh, Rev. William Titus

officiating. Burial will be in

Zion United Church Cemetery,

+ College Street.

3 In lieu of flowers, donations
7 may be to the Zion United
% Church building fund.
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~ WILLIAM FRENCH

Without help — without

LIVERPOOL, N.S.
When Thomas Raddall gave up a
good office job here in 1938 to be-
come a fulltime novelist, he was
regarded as more than a bit daft.
His boss offered him a year's
leave of absence, so he could re-
turn when he realized what a
mistake he’d made, but Raddall
refused.
“You can't swim with one
hand on the side of the boat,”” he

“said. The stolid citizens of Liver-

pool regarded him warily; he
was one of them, and joined en-
thusiastically in their hunting
and fishing expeditions, but he
was also a man apart. The fact
that he preferred to make up sto-
ries on his typewriter rather
than work at a real job was baf-
fling.

Now, 37 years later, they un-
derstand, and Raddall has long
since become a matter of local
pride. Three of his 19 books have
won Governor-General's Awards,
and one of his novels. The
Nymph and The Lamp, has sold
an impressive 760,000 copies in
several languages. His historical
novels, best known of which is
His Majesty’s Yankees, have
given us a new understanding of
the forces that shaped our des-
tiny, and his non-fiction histories,
such as Halifax: Warden Of The
North, disprove the theory that
Canadian history is dull.

Raddall is one of those rare
figures in Canadian literature, a
man who made a tolerable living
out of his writing career when all
the odds and omens were against
it. He’s done it entirely on his
own, without benefit of Canada
Council handouts or university si-
necures. Even his Governor-Gen-
eral’s Awards brought him noth-
ing but medals; the $2,500 cash
that accompanies the award now
is a fairly recent development.

Once a year

But there were other rewards.
The woman in Florida, for in-
stance, who wrote to tell him
that' once a year she re-reads
The Nymph And The Lamp,
which he wrote out of his experi-
eénce as a wireless operator on
Sable Island. Her involvement
with the novel became so intense
that she insisted on visiting the
desolate sand dune 120 miles off
the Nova Scotia coast. She chart-
ered a plane in Halifax and
stayed on the island for a few
days with a scientist and his
wife. The plane took her back to
Halifax and she went happily
home to Florida—by bus

I dropped in on Raddall the
other day in this small town 100
miles down the coast from Hali-
fax. He was waiting, a tall, re-
laxed man of 71, with an open,
honest face tanned from almost
daily rounds of golf. (“I have a
unique swing,” he says. “I got it
from watching the effortless way
a lumberjack swings at a tree
with his axe. But it works.”) He
apologized for not offering the
hospitality of a meal, but ex-
plained that his wife died this
spring, and now he lives alone.
The adjustment will obviously
take time.

The house is a modest middle
class clapboard, in a quiet resi-
dential neighborhood. He shows

e

THOMAS RADDALL

me the room in which he works,
its walls adorned with memora-
bilia and his collection of rifles.
“This one,” he points, “is the
same kind that Ernest Heming-
way used for his big game hunt-
ing. I didn’t know that when I
bought it.”

He Duilt the room himself, and
made the walls extra thick to
keep out the noise of two frolick-
ing children, long, since grown
and gone. The window beside his
desk has the same kind of
opaque glass used in bathrooms,
to let in light but prevent distrac-
tion from the world outside. On
the desk are manuscript pages of
his memoirs, to be published
next year.

And, as he has been recently
doing at his typewriter, he re-
calls details of his life—his
mother covered with blood after
the Halifax explosion in 1917,
what was left of his school
turned into a morgue, the death
of his father at the front in 1918,
the endless boredom of the year
on Sable Island when he was 18.
He recites a bit of doggerel that
he composed while on duty one
night to help the hours pass, the
point of it being that hell will
hold no terror for anyone who
has lived on Sable.

Posting to Sable

Raddall has always considered
himself a Bluenoser, even though
he was born in England. He was
10 when his family moved to Hal-
ifax in 1913. He left school with a
Grade 9 education, after his
father was killed, and went to
sea as a wireless operator. Then
came the posting to Sable that
was to have such a profound in-
fluence on his career.

Raddall soon realized he
needed more education, and took
an ‘accounting course in Halifax.
He took a job with a paper mill
in Liverpool, and got to know the
loggers and Indians who would
later teem through his short sto-
ries. He also began ‘to absorb
that sense of history that is such
a strong undercurrent in - this
part of Nova Scotia.

He took up writing to augment
his income of $100 a month. He
wrote a short story set on Sable
Island and sold it to Maclean’s

regrets

magazine, which paid one cent a
word. Then he wrote one about
an Indian and his retribution on
a mill owner, but Napier Moore,
editor of Maclean’s, said it was
terrible and sent it back. About
the same time, a neighbor was
clearing out his attic and gave
Raddall some old Blackwood’s
magazines. Raddall read them,
and realized there were stories
from every part of the Empire
except Canada. So he sent off the
story about the Indian, which the
magazine bought. That began a
long association with Black-
wood’s and led to contacts with
other magazines. Raddall felt vin-
dicated when an agent in London
sold Canadian rights to the
Indian story to Maclean’s; Na-
pier Moore claimed he didn’t re-
member it

Time to quit

By 1938, Raddall knew that the
books he had in mind would re-
quire all his time, and he had
gained enough confidence to quit
his job. There were lean years
for a while, he admits, but his
family’s needs were small. First
came a collection of his short
stories, The Pied Piper of Dipper
Creek, which won a Governor-
General’s Award (appropriately,
since Lord Tweedsmuir had writ-
ten the introduction to the book).

Then, out of his interest in the
effects of the American War of
Independence on the Liverpoool
area, came His Majesty’s Yan-
kees. The area had been settled
by New Englanders who were
kicked around by both sides dur-
ing the war. The novel, inciden-
tally, was almost called some-
thing else. Thomas Costain, the
Doubleday editor, didn’t like the
title and asked Raddall to suggest
another. He tried to think of
something ridiculous, and came
up with Red Flows The Fundy
Tide. Costain decided to keep the
original.

After two more historical nov-
els—Roger Sudden and Pride's
Fancy—Raddall wanted to do a
contemporary novel, set on Sable
Island. His Doubleday editors
had him pegged as a historical
novelist, and didn’t want him to
change. They wouldn’t give him
a contract for The Nymph And
The Lamp, so he wrote it on his
own, with no advance. After
some hesitation, Little, Brown
took it, probably underestimating
the wide appeal that the exotic
setting would have. It was pub-
lished in 1950.

Raddall’s historical novels are
marked by a strong sense of
place and by meticulous re-
search. They are all based on ac-
tual incidents, and his insistence
on this fidelity to history give
them a value beyond their worth
as fiction. His status as historian
is recognized by the fact that his
two other Governor-General’s
Awards were for nonfiction—his
history of Halifax and The Path
Of Destiny, the third volume in
the history of Canada series ed-
ited by Thomas Costain.

Well, if Raddall had decided
the other way about his career in

" 1938, he might have been a re-

tired foreman by now, living on &
pension from the paper mill. He
has no regrets.
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#| THE LIGHTHOUSE
Dudley Witney

Signposts of civilization through-
out the ages, beacons of hope to sea-
farers everywhere, lighthouses exert a
powerful hold on the imaginations of
maritimers and inlanders alike. Although
the lighthouse of old is gradually fading
in the face of recent technology, the
visual splendour of traditional and
modern structures in all their varied
texture and design can still be seen on
North America’s headlands, harbours
and beaches, or jutting up from the
coastal waters. Summoning images of
shipwrecks and storms, adventures,
homecomings, legends and lore, it is
these buildings and the ocean aura of
romance surrounding them that The
Lighthouse captures in almost three

y hundred photographs, more than a

third of them in colour. Thomas H.
Raddall, the much hon rld-

renowned Canadian author, sets the
LEoWned tanadian author, sets the

mood for the book in an introducto;
essay. Dudley Whitney, whose photo-
graphs helped make The Barn an inter-
national bestseller, has written the text
that accompanies his pictures of the
outstanding ancient and modern light-
houses along the Atlantic coast. Harbour-
4| lights, beacons, massive constructions
and little red computer-linked boxes. . .
they display an infinite vari ty of
‘materials and designs, a striking integra-
tion of structure and landscape from
Newfoundland to Key West. An in-
formative and enjoyable text outlining
the history and architectural significance
of the lighthouses, a pictorial history of
lighthouses in general, early architectural
plans, old photographs, and drawings
add to the book’s beauty and
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Dot

fascination.
[ $27.50 SEPTEMBER
0-7710-9030-7 ORDER BY #12-9030
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