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60 PUKIUG 
(1898-1958) 

P~king UnivE:rsity has reached this year its 
sixtieth anniversary. 

It was not accidental that t_l'!e Me tr9poli tan Uni- ? 

original Peking ty, was found-
`- - ~ 3 

ed in Peking 60 years ago; it result of the 
V ,e (,· 

struggle of the bourgeois democratic thoughts again-
st the of the time. After the Opium ` 
in 1840, China to sink into a somi-feudal and 
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St'ltus. The Chinese pcoplu, including 
the young bourg8oisie, wa.s then und -.: :r· the dual op-
pression o~ foudalism and imperialis m. Tho defer.it 
of Chin'.1in the Sino-Japanese War in 1694-1895 
a.roused a n'.:l.tion---wide indigns.tion at t;he corruption 
of the government o.nd an urgent dcm•:md for reform. 
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The rcfonnists K::mg Yu-wei, Lin.ng Yen Fu 
and others advoc '.1ted the so--called 
''New Politic ::: and New Educ2tion11. Und (_; r the pressure 
of public opinion, the Ching Dyna.sty W'lS forced· to 
make some compromis es and established in Peking the 
Metropolitan University in 1898 to spro8.d modern 
sciences and culture. In 1911 when the Ching Dy-
nasty was ovurthrown the Metropoli t::m Univer~i ty was 
renamed Peking University. 

Peking has a glorious revolutionary 
tradition. Under the influence of thG great O~tobe r 
Revolutio_n, Li Tah-chao, professor of Peking Univer-
sity, and other vanguard revolutionists started to 

u.nd organized i•iarxist in 
0hina. About a year ·and a half after the victory 
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of the October Revolution, the May 4th Movemunt, tho 
beginning of the New Democra tic Revolution of 1.:h~n'.l, 
was launched in Peking, and thG vangua rd role in 
~his movement was _ taken by tho progressive t e,:ichC::rs 
and student~ of Poking Univors:i,ty. Shortly bof ore 
thG Ma y 4th Movemc:nt, Comr'tde the 
grt:at leader of Chinese pvoplu, had done in Peking 
Univ0rsity nctive work in prop:::i.ga ting Marxism. 

After . the f a i],.ure of' , the :li'irst Revolutiona ry 
war 01· 0hina in 1927, during the r e a c tion'1.ry rule 
of Chiang Kai-shek for rnoru th;m twonty 

teache rs ri.nd student s 0f Peking Uni ver-
sity fought he roica.lly and unfli nchi ngly, und e r the 
l e rid e rship of the Communi st l'arty de ·• 
mocr:1cy, li borty ::.i.nd n_·1tion'.ll. :i.ndc~pcnd. onc 0 . They 
took :m active part in th1:: De c or:i.be r 9th Mov eme nt 
a g'.lins t the J a panese in 19351 the 
ber 1st Movement prot esting against the civil-w3r 
a nt. d emanding democra cy in 1945, '.1.nd the va rious 
r evolutiona ry student movor.1cnts from 1 946 to'l 948 . 

During Univ ::.: r si ty 
W'lS movCJd to in Yunna n province,'.1.rld inco!'-
poratcd with two other univc 1·sit i us , Tsing Hua a nd 
Nan Kai, to form the South-western Associat ed Uni~ 
versity. It became the centre of the Dec embe r 1st 

Movement. 
During the reactionary regi3le before 1 949, 

7 _... ̀~ ~ · - '` 
the rule .of 

roking Universi:ty wa~ under .the. oppression of roa:-
tionary forces, .'.lnd lost its f;reedom in its t eaching 
and scientifi_c activities. .A few ~cholars, who 
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stood b) the reactionary government, _such as Hu 
Shih, took hold of the University and did their 
best to spread their idealistic educational ideas 
and reactionary cultural views, while Marxist scholars 
were persecuted politically and their-academic 
activities ruthlessly suppressed. As for the numerous 
honest .scholars, who were dissatisfied with the 
reactionary rule, although they did make certain 
contributions with their researches, their achieve-
ments were greatly hampered by the reactionary 
government, by the profound influence of their 

ideology and by the divorce of 
learning from practical social activities. 

At the beginning of 1949,· the teacher~ and stu-
dents of Peking University welcorned the liberation 
of Peking enthusiasm and joy. 

In the course of the three years. from 1949 to 
... " 

1952, many teachers . and students of Peking University -.. 

Z' . 

took an active part in various mass movements, such 
as the study of revolutionary theories, the .land 
reform, the campaign -to against American 

the San-:ean and Wu-:ran movements, ·. the 
ideological reform, 1::tc. Their patriotic ardour 

• was raised to an unprecedented height, and their 
c-ommon goal was: "to serve the people whole-heartedly". 

After the liberation, the People..s 
readjusted the colleges- and departments among , the 
ins ti t ,µtes of a view to avo~d 
the.µnreasonable overlappings and repetitions -in .the 
ol.d educational system, and to concentrate both 
tea~hing staif a11d material facilities, in ordor to 
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provide more favourable conditions for tra ining 
personn8l for the na tional construction at a groat-
er speed and on a large r scale. The col leges of 
medicine, agriuulturo a nd enginee ring, and the 
greater part of the college of l a w o,(> Peking Uni-
versity were with the corresponding 
colleges of other universities to form ntJ w univer-
sities or independent colleges, while its colleges 
of arts and natural sciences and the remaining 

~ 

part of its college of law were incorpora t ed with 

V tne corresponding coll eges of Tsing Hua, Ye nching 
and other universities to form thlJ new Peking Uni-
versity in Its principal task is to train 
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spe_cialized p1co rsonrwl in the fields of b3.sic scion-
c·es (including both no. tural · sciences and s ocial 

Univ0rsity mov\...d in 1952 
from Sha-tan in the city to the forrne:r,c am pus of 
Yenching University in the no:rth,..:w aste rn ~, uburbs 
of l'eking. 

At pres ent, there are 14 de pa rtments in.tleking 
University, namE:ly, mi-1them;.:ttics and mechanics, 
physics, chemistry, biology, geology and ge ography, 
philosophy, economics, law, Chin0s 0 langu::.ge and 
litor3.ture, Russian language and literature , 
oriental languages, western lan@lages and literature, 
and library science. The university has at present 
over 1,200 teachers, five times.. more than before 
liberation, and over 8,000 students, three times 
more than before liberation. Books in the library 
have increased from 1,000,000 vol1lI!leS before libe-
ration to 1,800,000 volumes at present. Laboratori-
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es have increuse:d from 20 before li b(.; ration to 
To turn thv old University of capitalistic 

nature into a socialist wiiversity, and to train 
qualified personnel to meGt the needs of national 
socialist construction, Peking~ University h'.3-s carried 
out since 1952 a series of _re:t'QnnS in the teaching 

··=--

system, curriculum, teaching methods, organizations, 
etc., in with the basic principle of 
"applying the advanced experiences of the Soviet 
Un_ion to the actual conditions in China". Besides, 
the University has made groat efforts to .promote 
the scientific r e scarchos to raise tho academic 
level of the teachers. Within the period of the 
first 5-year-plan of the socialist construution of 
\,]hina, frou1'1953 to 1957, about 4,000 students 
and 225 post-grr, duat es were graduat ed from l?oking 
University. Th0y aro now eithor doing ;r'escarch 
work in the various scientific and cultural organi-· 
zations or teaching in the higher institut es or mid-
dle schools. They are ·contributing their .share to 
the cause and-culture of the country. 

Since last r11ay, Peking University has carried 
on the Movement to overcome the 
bureaucratism, subjectism and sectarianism of the 
upper or lower leading personnel. Both teachors 
and students have received in this a pro-
fowid socialist education. ' .They aro making great 
e1forts to reform themselve;s, improve their working 
discipline, and raise their ideological and scienti-

level. They are striving strenuou~:,ly to fulfill 
their glorious task of trianing more ·~Lnd better 
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qualified p,:rs onnel to mr; ct tho n c:1ds of t h0 
socialist c onstr1lction of thuir fathc:rl·rnrl, 
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aND ITS BUILDI1~GS 

The qampus of Peking University is situated in the 
north-western suburbs of Peking, an area renowned 
in old days for its gardens and parks. The garden 
named Shao Yuan? which was built over 340 years ago 
at the end of the Ming Dynasty and modelled on 
South China Sl!enory, was at the south-western 
of the present campus. rrhe garden around the pre-
sent Unnamed Laket which is the best scenic-spot on 
the carnpus,·was laid out at the beginning of the 
Ching Dynasty at about the same time as,,hen Yuan 
Ming Yuan and other gardens wero built~ It was 
then called Shu Chun Yuan. The lake is surrounded 
by a series of undulating hillocks like bel.t..There 
are on the campus oth8r smaller gardens such as 

Yuanj Ching Chun Yuan, Lang Jun Yuan and 
Chen Tze Yuan, which were also tho former summer 

of m8mbers of tho imperial house § r the 
aristocr·acy· of tho Ching these are 
the creation of the labouring people~.· In 1860 when 
the British and French aggr0:::isorf, burned Yuan _Ming 
Yuan, many gar-·iens were also destroyed. 
In 1920, Yenching University~ found e d by the Ameri-
can missionarics9 built its campus a t this place, 
thus the grounds for ploasure of the fGudal aris-
tocrnts ,,became a base of'tho cultura l aggression of 
the imperialists. A!ter tho libc!'ntion 
these old grounds, built up by the labouring poopler 
ca.me back to their own hands and'Locame in 1952 
tho campus 0£ Peking University which s e rves the 
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Since 1952, the campus has h. ,,on extended on a 
large total floor spa e;e of the now 
buildings exceeds 210,000 sq. metres, about twice 
the ·total · floor space of the buildings oi the f0rmor 
Yenching University. Already 42 buildings for dor-
mitories, reading rooms and cant eens and 8 buildings 
for classrooms and laboratories are orected, A big 
physics laboratory of 19~500 sq. metres of floor 
spa.ce and a mechanics laboratory of over 4.ooo sq. 
motres of floor space arG unde r oon3tl 'uctior^ · 
1~ new library~ too, of 24,000 of floor 
space, containing 29600 seats, will Boon be buil-f;, , 
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.Peking University was founded in 1898. 
It han a history with a glorious revolutionary 

traditon. In 1918 and 1920, Chairm'.3.n Mao, the 
great leader of the Chinese people, came twice to 
Peking University to study and prop .,gate Marxism, 
and was engaged in revolutionary activities. The 
University is also the crad1e of the 
1st and anti-feudal May 4th Movement waged in 1919. 

After the founding of the People• s Republic' of 
China, in accoroance with the Party's policy that 
"Education must serve proletarian politics and be 
combined with productive "must enable 
everyone who receives an education to develop 
morally, intellectually and physically and become 
a worker with both ·socialist consciousness and 
ture•:, the University has carried out systematic 
transformation in the educational system, iri teach-
ing contents and teaching methods, and achieved 
great progress and deve_lopment. 

Peking University is a comprehensive university. 
It~ to train researcl:10rs in natural 
sciences and social sciences and teachers for col-
leges an<l to cc1rr y out scientific 
research and develop sciences wi t h results of his·h 
standard. It now has 22 departments of natural - , ^ - 
sciences, sciences 3.nd They a ; •e 
the of Meehanics, l'hysics, 

Geology, Geography, Geo-pb_ysjcs, 
Radio o.nd fl:Jysics, Com~ utE-r 
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Science . and Technology, Psychology, Chinese Language 
and _Literature, History, Lau, 
International Politics, Library Science, OriGntal 

·Languages and Literature~ Western Languages and 
Li tera_ture and the Russian Language and Literature. 

To strengthen scientific r esearch, 11 research 
institutes have recently been set up. They are the 
Institutes Physics, 
Theoretical -Physics. Heavy ion Physics, 
Chemistry, Molecul~r Bio.Logy, Computer Science, 
Remote and African Studies, 
History of Philosophy Countri es, and 
Southern-A,sian Studies. 

In the year 1978 and 1979, the student body. 
con~is t s of 6,783 undergradus.te~, 462 postgraduates 
and 608 students in refreshei Besides, 
there are 138 foreign students from more than 30 
countries. Tl-:ie number of . teachers and research 
workers amouni;s to 2,700. The campus oc cupies an 
area of 150 hectares, with .a bui lding space of 
400,000 squ9.re meters. The librar y has a collection 
of 3,100,000 books, with 2,400 seats in 31 reading 
rooms. 

During 
tion? Poking Universi t y w'.ls severely s a bot aged~, l,.:itl 

and the "Gang of its _te a ching work 
and scientific research .· badly dam:l.god. Since the 
last two years, encouragGd by the general tasks of 
the new . period•, the t eachers a nd students oi the 
whole tried to elimi na te the 
cious influenc,e and the "G'.3.ng of Pour " . 
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carried out comple tely and s3stem of 
educat ional thinking of Cha.innan adjusted the 
work of the Univc:rsity9 transfonaed the:: system of 
e nrol:µnen t, _ quality , c_p.r:r:ied ,o~t 
scient ific. scored initial ldll,Ccess. 
Thay are now striving to build the U~iversity into 
both a centre of education and a centre of 
fie research and to contribute positively to the 

of the 11four modernizations ''. 
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the corporation w 1 LL finance the construct ion of 
· :.·a multi-storey off.ice 0buiLd1ng at jianguomen area 
.- in bei j ing · to be rented to foreign firms. 

with an initial investment of 200 million yuan, 
the corporation is · preparing to issue debentures 
to increase 1 ts cap i taL, rong y iren said. . ·; 

visitors _from other countries are deeply 
by china's political stability and unity, 

hE:. said. ·the for.sign businessmen he met . general Ly 
snowed understanding of china's principle of equality 

1"and mutual ·benefit -In abso_rbing foreign capital and 
conducting economic co-operation. he said he believes 
that_ joint ventures have good prospects in china. 
end 1.tem 
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professor · chen · t lq iang on 
nat1onaL1ty Law 

`` 

china's 
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draft 

beijing, . september 3 (xinhua) -- china's 
nationaLi ty Law is the first such Law in 
the world tha~ rejects dual national! ty. 

this was stated by chen tiqiang,: research fellow 
at the institute of · international affairs and 
professor ·· of international law at beij ing university, 
in an interview with xinhua today. 

draft 
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commenting on the draft Law which has been 
to the current nationa_L peop Le's congress 
session for approval, professor chen called it 
contributfon to international Law with respect 

._ to nat1onaL1 ty. 

subm 1 tted 
a 

professor chen said. that the draft Law had gone 
through repeated revisions after opinions were 
canvassed from among specialists in citizenship 
and many other peop Le. 

P~19 
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article two of the draft Law says, "no dual 
nationaL1 t y is r e cognized for any chinese national." 
chen tiqiang f e lt that this provision is th e most 
salient f eatu re of the draft Law. 

professor chen explained that the problem of 
oual nationality had resulted from the confusing 
Leg1sLat1ve pr1nc1p Les, nameLy jus soLi, 
which says a child's citizenship is determined by 
place of birth, and jus sanguinls, which says the 
child takes the citizenship of the parents. this 
confusion 1s inevitable when there are no unified 
nationality Laws in the international community. 
for historical reasons, there are Large numbers .of 
chinese residing abroad, some of whom are now 
naturalized citizens of the countries-in which they 
reside. 

chen tiqiang went on to say that in order to handle 
relations with other countries .in a friendly manner 
and in the long-term interests of the chinese residing 
abroad, the chinese government has made it clear 
that 1 t does not recognize dual nationality. 
chinese residing abroad have _ been ~ncouraged 
to acquire citizenship in the countries where 
they reside. 

new china has settled _a Lar.ge ,number of 
problems involving dual nationality, but there are 
still disputes among certain other countries regarding 
dual national! ty. 

in taking the 1n1 tiative to avoid or reduce such 
problems, he said, "china is making a contribution 
to world peace and friendly co-existeflce among the 
peoples of aL L countries and to 1nterna t ionaL law 
with respect to nationality.11 

a graduate fr9m qinghua university, chen tiqiang 
went to england in 1945 and studied international 
law at oxford university where he received his 
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UO C l degree. h is boo k, " the 1 n t er n c1 t i on a L 
L <l.,, o f re cog n 1 t ion" w r 1 t t en in en g L 1 sh, wa s 
published in britain in 195 1. it aro used wi de interest 
amo ng international Law sp ec ialists. since r e turnin g 
ho me , he has been engaged in the study and teaching 
of international Law. not Long ago he r e ce iv ed an 
invitation to Lecture at harvard university. 

professor chen said that the draft Law ref Lee ts 
th e socialist princip Le that men and women are equal. 
ar't icLes 3 and 4 stipulate that any person, one of 
whose ~arents is a chinese national, has chinese 
nationality. 

t he principle that a woman's citizenship status 
1s not affected by marriage is explicit. the Law 
st ate s that the acquisition, Loss or renunciation of 
chine se citizenship onl :; involves the person himself. 

professor chen said, "there are 17 articles 
Law and the Language is simp Le and concise, 
making 1 t easy to understand and imp Lement.'' 

090 322 a g Limp se 
vw 1 ters 

of contempo rary chinese 

in 

women 

, I 

the 

tie said that re Lev an t departments wou Ld work out 
bylaws specifying acquisition and restoration of 
na tionality and other procedural details. 

chen tiqiang, who is also vice-president of the 
cll i nese society of international Law, said that the 
adoption of the nationality Law wiLL promote research 
into international Law in china. "china stiLL 
has to draw up some Laws concerning foreign relations," 
he sa id. "th is ca L Ls study of 
int e rnational Law." end i tern 

gu angz.hou, september 3 (xinhua) -- four generations 
women writers, aLL stiLL publishing, are 
in a new book published in guangdong which 

c ~:·-r ies selections of their works. 
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• · Fuel forests should be 
created in areas where there are 
no coal deposits or where condi-
tions are not suitable for build-
ing marsh gas pits. 

• Build more small hydroelec-
tric power stations is another 
way to sol_ve the problem. These 
statioris require little investment 
but yield quick results and the 
cost is low. · China now has 
89,000 small hydroelectric power 
stations with an annual output 
of more than 10,000 million 
kwh., or about 40 per cent of the 
tvtal electricity·'consumption in 
the countryside. However, to 
date only a small fraction of the 
known hydropower reserves in 
China are utilized. The building 
of m:ore small hydroelectric 
power stations, therefore; is an 
important way to accomplish 
electrification in the · rural 
areas 

• More experiments should be 
made in the exploitation of 
solar, wind and · geothermal 
energy resources. · · ' 

One of the 460 small hydroelectric 
power stations built in recent years 
in Pingjiang County, Hunan Prov-
mce. 

EDUCATION 

Reforming Middle School 

Education 

Four thousand students were 
chosen from among 36,000 ap-
plicants and enrolled in 97 senior 
middle .school vocational classes 
in Beijing recently. They 
after three years'training be-
come junior ' or intermediate 
specialists with a middle school 
education and at the same time 
equipped with a certain level 
of special knowledge· and pro-
duction skills. 

Available statistics show that 
the rati_o between students in 
regular senior middle schools 
and those in vocational, techni-
cal and agricultural ~chools was 
about 48 to 52 in _ 1965, and .the 
latter had trained various kinds 
of useful personnel for China's 
socialist construction. 

During the ten tumultuous 
years of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, - however, the policy of 
paying attention to both general 
education and vocational train-
ing . was labelled as "revision• 
ist." As a result, large numbers 
of vocational and agricultural 
schools were closed down. 

This is one ,of the measures 
taken in Beijing this year to 
change the · structure of middle 
school education. 

These training classes are 
turned from · ~ordinary senior 
middle schools and divided into 
35 specialties, ;including tour-
ism, foreign trade, commerce, 
service trades,; electrical ap-
pliances; cooking, sewing and 
printing. They1 are run by 51 
ent~rprises in conjunction with 
45 senior middle schools in the 
capital. During the ten years of tur-

( 
<. , moil, China's higher education 

At present, there are 8O3\ was seriously damaged, while 
senior middle i schools . with I ordinary middle school educa-
300,000 students in Beijing. But I tion . de;eloped in a blind -w;~. 
only 6 . or . 7 per ce~t ~f the \ In the last few years, only 4 p;r 

j graduates have t?e opportunity I cent . . of the middle school l to continue their, studies in col_ \ graduates each year were en-
! / leges and . due to } rolled · in institutions of higher 

I limited accommodations and l 
\ 

/ learning, and there will be· no 
\ other~ reasons. ___ Hen~e t_he _need ( marked increase for some years 
l to reform middle school educa- f to come. So on the one hand, 
\ tion. \ there are several million middle 

In the early years of the 60s scnooi graaua: school graduates who have . to 
middle school education was find work every year but do 
more or less geared to the needs not have special training, while 
of the developing national on the other there is a severe 
economy, attention being paid shortage of skilful technical 
to providing a general educa- personnel. Workers newly re-
tion and to givlng vocational cruited usually have to 
and technical training. undergo two or · three years' 

After the smashing of the 
gang of four, these schools have 
been restored . in China, but 
their development h.as fallen far 
behind that of the regular 
middle schools. In 1979, the 
ratio between students in reg-
ular senior middle schools and 
those in vocational and agricul-
tural schools was 86 to 14. This 
proportion is far short of the 
needs of the four moderniza-
tions. 
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P eking Univ e rsity was found ed in 1898. 
It s history is clo se ly related to that of th e de -

ve lopm e nt of modern Chi11a Is ogy, cul-
turc a nd sciences. Yan Fu and Cai Yuanpei who 
we r e China's famou s educationists and id e ologi s ts, 
Mao Z edong, Li Dazhao and Ch e n Duxiu wl;o 
were founders of the Chinese Communist Party, and 
Lu Zun who was China's great writer and chief com-
mand e r of the Chinese New Culture Mov ement, e ith e r 
taught here or held offices here. During th e Chinese 
D emocra tic Revolution, Peking University played a 
very important role in opposing old morals and old 
culture, in advocating science and de mocracy, and 
in desse minating Marxi s m. The University was also 
the cradle of the anti-imperialist and anti - feudal May 
4th Movement which took place in 1919 . 

Since the founding of the Peopl e's Republic of 
China, the University has implem ent ed the Party ' s 
policy and carried out a systematic transformation of 
the educational system, of the teaching contents and 
teaching methods, and achieved great progress and 
developm e nt in all r espects . 

Peking University is a comprehensive univ e r s ity. 
Its basic task is to train research workers in natural 
sci en c es, social sci enc es, Ii t era ture and languages, 
and t eachers for colleges and univers ities, carry out 
sc ien tific research projects, and ac hieve high -s tandard 
res ults in developing new sc iences . 

In th e years from 1949 to 1966, nea rly 20,000 
und e rg radu a tes and over l, 000 graduate stud ent s we re 
graduated from this univers ity. Th ey are now sca t-
tercd thr oughout the country, th e bulk of whom have 
be come tir e backbon e in th e indu s trial, agricultural, 
sc ientifi c , educational and cultural fi e ld s_ During -
this p e ri od, scientifi c resea r ch ac tiviti es were in full 
s wing a:1d numerou s r es ults were achi eved reac hing .. 
advan ced s tan dard s in the co untry. T ota l systh es i s of 
IJOvine ins ulin with full biological activity wa s first 
aehicv cd by our r es earch workers in co llaborati on with 
those o f the In s titut e of Bio che mistry and the Ins titute 
of Organ ic Che mi s try under th e A cademia Sinica. 
In ac co rda nce with the policy of "letting a hundred 

hioom and a hundred schools eont end~, 
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Adopts Resolution on Past Laws 

OW291848 Beijing XINHUA Domestic 1511 GMT 29 Nov 79 

Issues Decree on Resolution 

Beijing XINH!JA Domestic Service 

' 

ow 

[Text] Beijing, 29 Nov--The NPC Standing Com.mittee Is resolution on the validity of the laws 
and decrees enacted since the founding of the PRC (adopted by the 12th meeting of the 
Standing Co)11Lrrrittee of the 5th NPC on 29 November 1979): 

To strengthen and perfect the socialist legal system and to insure the smooth progress of 
the socialist drive, it is hereby decided, in accordance with the guidelines 
of the resolution on the PRC1s existing lm,s and decrees adopted by the 

session of th'= 1st the laws and decrees approved and enacted by the 
former centra l people1s government since the rounding or the PRC on 1 October and that 

the laws and decrees rormulated and approved by the NPC and its Standing Committee 
since the establishment or the PRC Constitution by the of the 1st NPC on 
20 September remain in efi.'ect except i.'or those which are in conflict with 
the Constitution and laws formulated by the 5th NPC and those which are in conflict 
with the decrees rormulated by the Standing Committee of the 5th NPC. 

in Chinese 1509 GMT 29 Nov 79 OW 

3o Nou 7q 
L3-+ ) 

(Text] Beijing, 29 Nov--Decree No 3 of the standing Committee of the 5th NFC of the 
PRC: "The NPC Standing Committee 1s resolution on the force of the laws and decrees 
enacted since the founding of the PRC" was adopted at the 12th meeting of the Standing 
Committee of the 5th PRC on 29 November and is hereby made public. 

[Signed] Ye 29 November 1979 

REN!•IIN RIBAO ON NFC RESOLUTION ON PAST LAWS 

I 
This resolution, the paper says, is and perfect the socialist / 
legal system, ensure political stability and unity and to promote modernization / 
drive. raws and decrees formulated at:ter liberation are an embodiment ot: the people 1s / 
t:undamental interests, the paper stress~s. They pla:yed a very role in main- / 
taining socia1order and 1:s soc~alist re~olut~~n and c~1:15truction. ~hough i 
some have been superceded and others now require revision, the essential spirit ot: most 
laws and decrees still holds true. They are an et:fective weapon t:or solving current prob-
1ems and ensur1ngproper soc1a1 order and the modernizat1ondr1ve. says I 

in 0713 Nov 79 OW I 
[Text] Beijing, November 30 (XINHlJA)--The resolution adopted by the Standing 
of the National Congress yesterday to confirm past laws and decrees 
welcomed in an editorial in the DAILY. 

I 

Committee 
is today 

\ 
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m -~ .. ,̀  l ShnonLeys 

Human Rights in China - 
'Holl' rnuch <!{ th is is kno ll'/l in the ( OU Il I Wr I / I 

is to in the daily 
injimned ahout nothing 
Sau l Bellow (To Jerusalem and Back) 

V 

fro m the colonial-impe ri a li s t Maoist 
ad o lescents, bright, t imid 

si no logists ever wary of being denied the ir visa for Chi na and 
even some overseas Chinese who like to partake from afar in 
the People's Republic' s pres tige without having to share an y 
of their compatriots 'sacrifices or The basic 
tion of this s trange lobby can be su mmari sed in two proposi-
tions: 
I. Whether or not the re is a human rights problem in Ch ina , 

remains uncertain : 'we s imply d o not know·; 
2. even if the re should exi st such a proh lem, it is none of our 

concern. 
I shal l atte mpt here to reply to the increas ingly vocal and 

influential proponent s of this theory; more simply, I shall try 
to remind my readers of certain commonplace a nd common 
sense evidence which this line of thought seeks to 
away. I do not apologise fo r be ing utterly ba nal: th~re ar~ 
circumstances where banality can become the last refuge of 
decency a nd sa nity 

The s tarting point of any reflexion on cont emporary 
Ch ina—srccially with rega rd to the human 
should he the obvious. yet unporul ar. obse rva tion that the 
Peking r_eg ime i_s a 1. My conte nt ion is that 
totali tariani sm has a quite specific meaning. and tha t , inas-
much as it is tota litarian, Maoism present s features which are 
foreign to the Chinese political tradition (however despot ic 
some of these trad itions migh t have bee n), while it appears 
remarkably similar to otherwise foreign mod els such as 
Stalinisrn and Nazism. Yet,'tota litaria nism'has become a 
taboo concept among fashionable rolitical scienti s ts, a nd 
specially among contemporary they generally 
endeavour to describe and analyse the sys tem of the People's 
Republic w ithout ever us ing the very word'totalitarian`—no 
mean feat. It is akin to describing the North Pole without ever 
usi ng the word ' ice' , o r the Sahara without us ing the word 
` sand ' . 

This is the cdilcd vers ion of a se minar given in the Conl cm rorary Ch ina Centre . 
Australian Nat ional Universi ly. in reply 10 an ea rli er parer on the same top ic. 
by Dr S,Fitz QeraJd Readers who would like 10 consul t Dr 
can obtain it from the Contemporary China Centre 

-A first. con ve ni e nt a nd ge n accertable definition of 
could be for in s ta nce. the one provided by 

Leszek Kolakowski in his essay Marxis t Roots <~(Stali11i.w1 
ed.: Stali11is111, N·cw York 1977, p.. 285): 

. . . I take the word totalitarian in a comm only used 
sense , meaning a political system where all social ties 
ha,•e hccn entirely rer1laced hy State-imposed orga ni-
zations and where consequent ly, all groups and all 
viduals are supposed to act only for goals which both 
are the goals oft he s tate and were d efined as such by the 
State . In other words, an i~a l totalitarian system 
would consist in the utter destruction of civil society. 
whereas the state and its organ izational instruments are 
the only forms o f social life: ali kinds of human 

intellec tual, political, cultural— 
are allowed and ordered (the distinction between wh at 
is allowed and what is ordered lending to disappea r) 
only to the extent of being at the service of state goal s 
(again, as defined by the State ). Every individual (in-
eluding the rnlers the mselves) is considered the pror-
erty of the State. 
Kolakowski adds that this ideal conccrtion been 

fully realized :i nd that perhaps an absolutel y perfect tot alita-
rian system would not be feasible: however. he secs Soviet 
and Chinese socie ties as very close to the ideal , and so was 
Nazi Germany — 

The re are forms of life which stubbornly resist the 
impac t of the system, fam ilial. emotional a nd sexual 
relationships among were 
s trongly to of state but apparently 
never with full success (at least in the Soviet state ; 
perhaps m ore was achie ved in China) . 
Lack rrevcnt s me invoking a su!Tic,cnt 

number of examples to show how well the above definition 
the Maoist reality . I shall provide here on ly one 

ill us tration , selecte(l from among hundreds and thousands , 
because this part icu lar illustration is both typical and ful_ly 
documented b y one unimpeachable witness-—I mean the 
noted writer C hen Jo-hsi who is now free to express herself 
a mong us, ari.l who reported it in a pub lic lecture on l~e 
Chinese legal system which she gave earlier this yea_r at t~c 
University-of Maryland. In 1971, when Chen was livi~g in 
Nanking.-she was forced with thousands of other peorle to 

atte nd and rart1c1rate 111. . a public accusation meeting. The l 70 Quadrant, November 1978 



accused person's crime was to have defaced a portrait of Mao 
Tse-tung; he had been denou nced by hi s own daughter, a 
twelve year o ld child. On the basis oft he child's test imony , he 
was co nvicted and sentenced to death; as was usually the case 
:n these mass-accu sa tion mee tings, there was no right of 

and the sentence was carried out immediately, by 
~ring squad . The child was officially extolled as a hero: she 
Jisclaimed a ny rela tion ship with the dead man and proc-
aimed publ icl y her resolution to become from then on ' with 
1er whole heart and her whole will, the good daugh ter of the 
?arty '(yi hsin yi yi tso tang ti hao nU-erh). This episode was 
1either exceptional nor accidential: it was a deliberate , 
wellplanned occurrence, carefull y staged in front of a large 

in one of China's major cities; s imilar' happenings· 
ecur periodically and accompany most'mass campaigns'; 
they have a pedagogic purpose; they fit into a coherent pol icy 
pattc rn and, as such, exemphfy the S late ·s a ttempt to bccome 
the unique, all-encompass ing o rganizer of a ll socia l a nd 
'.1uman relations. It shou ld be remarked that whatever feeling 
of scandal a Westerner may experience when confronted wi th 
such an incident, it is still noth ing in comparison with the 
revulsion , horror and fear which it provokes among th( 
,::hinese themselves: the episode not o nly runs against huma, 
decency in general, but more specifically it rnns agains1 
Chinese c ulture-a culture which, for more tha n 2,500 years 
extolled filial piet y as a cardinal virtu e. 

A second, useful definition of to talitarianism is George 
Jrwell 's (in his postface to Homage to Catalonia) . In his 
kscription, the tot a lita rian system is a systen in w hich there 
s no such th ing truth'or'objective science' 
;'here is only, for instance, 'German science'as opposed to 
Jewish sc ie nce' o r'proletarian truth'as opposed to 

lies': 
The im plied of this line of thought is a 
nightmare world in wh ich th e Leader, o r some ruling 
clique, controls not on ly the future , but the past. If the 
Leader says of such a nd such a n event ' It ne ver 
happened'-well. it never happened . lfhe says that two 
and two are fi ve, well, two a nd two are five. This 
prospect fr ightens me mu ch more than bornbs. 
How does this definition square with Peking reality? Let us 

;lance a t Maoi st theory . In one of its key documents (the 
o-called'May 16 C ircular ') we read precisely: 

The s logan'all men are equal befo re the truth· 1s a 
bourgeois slogan which absolu tely denies the fact that 
truth has a class-charact&. The class enemy uses thi s 

to protect the bourgeoisie, to oppose himself to 
the prole taria t, to Marxism-Lenin ism and Mao Tse-
tung Thought. In the struggle between the proletariat 
and the bourgeoisie , be tween Marxist truth ancl the lies 
of the bourgeo is class a nd of all oppressive c lasses, if 
the east wind docs not prevail over the west wind, the 

wind wi ll prevai l over the cast wi nd . and therefore 
no eq uali ty can exist between them. 

(In their la test book , Le B011he11r des pierres, Paris 1978. 
and J. Broyelle produce a very interestin_g quotati~~- (ror.n 

Je in Ka111pfand show that by merely substituting in Hitler's 
xt , the humanism'[() the words 
ews'and ·antisemit ism'one obtains orthodox, standard 
,1ao Tse-tung Thought'.)* 
'Two and two are five': we fi nd countless varian ts of this 
pc of proposition in the Chinese press: th e downfall of the 
ultural Re volu tion leaders and the rehab ilitation of the Cul-
, ral Revolution opponents are currently described as the 
1pwm(' V/( Iory ()fthe Revolu tion; Liu Shao-ch'i 
as a Soviet agent; Lin Piao was a traitor; Madame Mao and 
hangCh'un-ch'iao were Kuom in tang agents, e tc. Of course , 
)thing of thi s is very new: we heard it all forty yea rs ago at 
;c Moscow tri a ls , and we also reme mber how. in Stalinist 

parlance, Trotsky used to be Hill e r 's agent. Victor Serge who 
experienced it al l a t first hand, analyzed it well: the very 
cnormil y of lhc lie CL designed tu nu mb. paralyze 
and crush all ratio nalit y and c ritical funct ion ing of the mind . 

'The leader controls !he past ' . I have described elsewhere 
!he constan t re-w ri ting of history wh ich takes place in China 
(as it does in the Sov iet Union) a nd in particu lar , the preclica-
ment of the wretched cu ra tors of the History Museums who 
have in recent years been s uccessi vel y confronted wi th , fo1 
instance, th e d isgrace . re hab ilitation , re-disgrace and re-
rehabi lit a tion of Teng Hsi ao- p'ing. .. These political turn-
abouts can be quite bewildering for the lower cad res whose 
ins tructions do no t always keep up with the la tesl sha ke-up of 
the ruling clique. As one ha pless guide put it to a foreign 
visitor who was pressing tric ky quest io ns: "Excuse 
me, s ir. but a t this s tage it is d ifficul t to answer; the leadership 
has not yet had the time to d ec ide what history was ". There is 
nothing furt ive o r clandes ti ne about his to ry re-wr it ing: it is 
do ne in broad daylight , and sometim es, at its most humble 
level, the public itse lf is invi ted to collaborate: thus , at one 
stage of Teng's political vicissitudes, journals which had al -
ready been printed before his la tes t successful somersault 
were sent to subscribers together with littl e s lips of paper 
expatiating on hi s virtues, sl ips which were to be pasted by the 
readers themselves over various spec ial passages which de-
scribed him as a scoundrel. The most spectacular example of 
this prac tice will be re membered by many. The day after 
Mao's funeral. a ll Chinese newspapers carried photos of the 
top leadership standing in a long line in front of the crowd at the 
memorial ceremony. Wh en it wast. he monthlies· tu rn to carry 
the same photos, the Gang of Four had meanwhile been 
purged. The pho tos. already known to the public , 
were issued aga in. b ut this time. the disgrac ed leaders had a ll 
disappeared from th e pictures , leav ing a wkwanJ gaps. like 
mi ss ing front teeth in a n open mou th- the ge neral effec t being 
und e rli ned rather than a ll ev ia ted . by the censor ' s hea vy hand-
ling of the airbrush, and b y h is clumsy reto uching of the 
background (see illustra tion p. 72 ). To crown the cynic ism of 
such bla tant ma nipulation. a little later. New Chin a News 
Agency issued a repo rt denouncing Chiang Ch'ing for the way 
in which she had allegedly falsified various officia l photo-
graphs, for poli ti cal purposes !!1 

T he inc ide nt of the missing figures in th e official photo-
graphs, though wide ly circulated. provo ked hardly a ny com-
ment in the West. Chinese after all must be expected to 
behave in insc rutable and s trange ways. What was not 
realized was the fact thal . however odd the e pisode may ha ve 
appeared in our eyes, th e Chinese themselves fe lt it was eve n 
more grotesque, bizarre—a nd hum iliat ing... The key to th is 
puzzle did not lie in the C hinese mentality , but in to ta litaria n 
psychology. 

The most masterly a nalys is of totalitarian psychology is 
ccrlainly the one pro vided by Bruno Uetl e lheim in thi s book , 
Th e Informed Heart—wh ic h was right ly hai led as ·a hand-
book for survival in our age'. The great psychia tr ist observed 
the phenomenon a t firs t hand in Buchenwald wh ere he was 
inte rned by the Nazis (the concen tra tion camp is no t ma rgina l 
to the totalitari an world; o n the con trary, it is its pures t and 
most perfect s ince. there, the various factors of 
resista nce to the system- the famili a l, e motional sexua l rela-
tionships men lioned by Kolakowski-have all been remo ved . 
leaving the tot a l! y to the totalitaria n design) 

• Political scienti sts and psycholugists who conducted sys tematic interviews of 
Chinese youths, former Red Guards, et c., were. often struck by the fascinated 
interest and amount ofknoweldge shown by these young Maoists on the.rnhjert 
(,fllitl,,r and rhe Third Reich. Sec for instance. M. London and Mu 
What are they reading in Re,•iew. September 30 , 1978, and 
also M. London 's review of Mayor Yin, in lhe American Spec• 
tator, fall 1978 
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20 Septernher , /976: Me111oria / cere111011vfor Chairman Mao, Tien An Men Place (Pekin-lnjor111ation, No. 38, 20 Sep-
tember , 1976). 
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U 

The same photograph, IH'O nw111hs later . Note the absence , right, of Chiang Chin, Chang Chun-chiao, Wa ng 
H1111g-we11 a nd Yao Wen-yuan . 

Be t tc lhe im cites c ase~-- of thi s pe rsona lity 
disintegration—which again are of part icul ar relevance for 
th e Chinese situatio n . Dr S. Fitz.Gerald argued recent ly that. 
s ince the Chinese themselves. and part icularly those who 
recent ly left China, did not show willingness to express 
sent or crit ici sm (a questionable assertion —I shall come back 
to thi s point later). we had better not try to speak for them and 
should simply infer from the ir sil ence tha t the re is probably 
nothing to be said. According to Be ttelhe im, the camp in-
mates come progressively to see the world through S.S . eyes , 
they even espouse S.S . values 

Once, American and English newspa pers published 
reports about c ru elties happen ing in the German camps 

. When discussing this eve nt . old the camp 
said th at it was wrong for these foreign to 
interfe re wit h Ge rman insti tuti ons and expressed 
hatredfor These who had hec11 trying to 
h!!lp rhc111 .. . When in I 938 I asked more tha n a 
hu nd red of former rmliti cal they thuught 
that the story of the camp shoukl be di sclosed in fo re ign 
newsrarers , many hes it at ed and found it to 
agree with tha t :;uggestion. When I i skeu them if they 
would support a fo re ign power in a wa r against Nazism. 
on ly two were of the opinion that any ab le to 
leave Germany should fight the Nazis to the bes t of his 

J . book (l 'I I WIl( 'I ()/ Muo, Nc w York ̀  
1973) is the most fundamental docume nt on the Maoi st 
·Gu lag· and, as su ch, studiou sly ignored by the lobby 
wh ich main tains that there is no human rights problem in the 
People' s simil ar phenomenon. He confes-
ses that a ft er a few th e l;ihom c:amc. ii'not 
exac t l y t o lvvc t he y c 111 wh ic h me t hod l l y d roy i ng 

Bcttcl hcim noted: * 
lt_was fo r the pri soners to ~bscrve an y_thin~ 
of what was happening around them . To take not ice of 
events happening in the camp was a most dangerous 
thing—even though it was necessary for surv ival. And 
it was not enough to agree passively not to see anything 
and not to know anything; one had to show actively that 
one had observed nothing and tha t one knew nothing of 
those things which the S. S . forbade one to see and to 
know. 

Bet telhe im gives va ri ous examples of S.S. behavi our which 
prese nted this arpa rent contradic tio n: ' ' You have not see n 
wha t you have seen, because we cJ ecideJ so " (which could 
precisely ar rl y to th e blatantl y rho to o f' the Chinese 
leaders) anJ he adds this psychological co 111mc 11t a ry 

To know o nly those th ings which your superiors allow 
you to kn ow is more or less th e conJ it ion of a small 
chi ld. To be able to obse rve by and to draw 
one's own conclu sions , begin ning of 
indcrcndc ncc . To refra in f'ro111 oh , crving anJ to accept 
blindl y other people's ve rsion , c1111ounts to renouncing 
one ' s cvcn onc ̀  s pm cep-
tive facu lties. Not to observe matt e rs whic h are of vi tal 
importance , and not to know what one needs to know. 
is ut terly des truc tive of the human 
Eventua ll y on e li ve I ifc, which was 

the goa l the S.S . aimed at 
` I.,n1 ,,uIcbI cd I o ( `t o yc \ok , l (/I'"'h ru r d( ' \ /) (('rrC 1 Ior thc 
choice of Jhis example (l he fal si fied photogi·arhs) anJ for the illu minating parallel 
with Bettelhe im·s observations. ·1 he importance of C. con-
tribution cannol be ove r i1 is to be hoped 1ha1 their la1es1 book. 
togelher wit h I he earlier one . reluur d,· Chin,· wil l be suon in 
Engl ish. Nol having at hand Bct1clhcim·, original 1cx1. I these 
quoIauoǹ  fr on1 I hc t rc!U. h cdI I Ion of hn book / r (·, ,ru r ( '"I l.affo nl 
'Pl 11r id ' _ 
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a t ji,ef gra titucfr for the patience and 
care wit h whic h the Aut horit ies were trying to re-educate 

vermi n like Al ong lhc line, Orwell 
premoni tory ge nius in se nte nce of 1984: at the 

in stanl Winston Sm ith real ises that H e lo ves 
lhg JJro1lwr, thA luved Big Brother all along . .. 

Seem ingly, I ha ve wandered away from my top ic: instead 
0f dea ling wi th human right s, I have talked abou t the na ture of 

the fa lsi fi ca tion o f the and alterat ion or 
reality, etc. In fac t. all these obse rvations are of d irect rele-
vance for our top ic. We can summarise them by say ing that 

the apot heosis ln/ 984 , the 
starting point of Wins-ton Smith' s revolt lies in th is sudden 
awareness : 

The PaI ty told you to the evidence of you r eyes 
and ears. It was th eir fina l_ most esse nti al com mand 
(Once 11wff. see the.fcilsified photos of the Chinese 
leadership 011 T ien An that. what has 
the common man got')-The obvious, the sill y and the 

got to be defend ed . Truisms are true. hold on to 
that1 The solid world exists, its laws do not change. 
Stones are hanJ. wate r is wet, object s unsupported fa ll 

ea rth' s cen tre. . . If that is gran ted, all else 
follows. 

be li ef tha t there is an objective truth 
is independent of a rbitra ry dogma and 

iJeology—is thus the very cornernstone of intellec tual free-
dom and and as such, the main stumbl ing 
block for totalitarian ism . 

as opposed tn total itarianism, can ta ke essen-
tiall y two fo rm s: legality or morality. For historico-cultural 
reasons . Wes te rn civ ili za ti on seems to have put more em-
phas is on legality, while Chinese civilization was more in-
clined towards mora li ty. Yet , to oppose the two concepts, as 

· ... some ad mirers-of Maois"m have a ttempted to do** , bet rays a 
comple te mis reading of both not ions . In trad itional Chi na, 
'mora lit y'(wh ic h mea nt essen tially Confucianism) was the 
main bulwark against inc ipient totalitaria nism . This question 
was best expounded by the Ch inese historian Yi:1 
a mas terful (A11ti-i1111:'!IC'c /11alis111 in Chinese traditiona l 
polit ics, Minr; Pao Month ly, Februa ry a nd Ma rch whic h 
cou ld be as follows : Con-
fucianism dcscrihcd the world in terms of a d11alis111: on the 
one hand there conc rete, changing real m of actual 

the ot her h.i!)J there is the realm of the abstract, 
pU IlkU1CnI pl J ut y of th e sc holar-politician 
serve the ru k r ruler 's be haviour and polic ies 
ha11rnin izi: with the unchanging moral principles, wh ich pro-
vide rdcrcnce by which to judge them. In case of a 

be tween realms. the Confu cian scholar mu st , in 
anJ unambiguous H sun- tzu "follow the 

princ iples and di,ohcy the ru ler" 
y I and Mao ist moral ity 

an: inrnnceivahl c: bo th are sel f-contradict ions (the 

• 'om1 W.b WcIl m`ulc,1 fcw monI h` 'Igo hy G curgc Walson in a lecture on 
()rh, ul L. ,1 11!/1tt1g,· al 1h,· Hun1ani1ics Re search Cen tre , ANU 
• • l hL y My I or Ch l II``c,II1IhOI mor,tlily rather than 

I h.lI II t hc lacks legality . it is essenl ially 
ii is more ccincerned wi1h other va lues. such as moralil y. As I am trying 

10 shnw he r,·. !he M:roi,1 regime is hen! on morality as much as 
lcgalil ). anJ J;,,- th,· p:,lhetic thing is tha1 our Western 

be uf g,hxl f:ri lh: !hey sincncly believe in the 
c l i\L L of.1 h I.lOl !hei r,1wn never 

c I hc hc1 wcc111111,rn/i1_,. anJ mom/ism. Thal moralistic con-
L CI n L\m cvcnIU.uc m immoral is mos! graphically illus-
1ra1cJ by !he sc .xual rcpres, ion which is t'Xe ncJ in Maoisl China: as we know, in 
somc L II can he executed on !he spol, without 

omcn cJn lo a minimum of fi ve years of 
harJ labour, etc.. ere. . . Thal some people here can read in such measures a 
concern f,, r ·moraliry· is whal frigh lcns me mosi 1 

same applies to Stalin is t , or Nazi, legalit y or moral ity: the 
terms are mutually exc lusive) . Mao himsel f readi ly and cy ni -
cally ack nowledged thi s s ituat ion; however. for 
nates Stalin's). in practi ce, th is created an increasingly 
dangerous and fr igh tening sit uation to the poi nt where a 
number of old and prestigious communist leaders could be 
bullied, persecuted and even tortu red to dea th duri ng the 
'Cultural Revolu tion'. During the'ant i-Confucius campa ign', 
Chou En-lai himself nearl y tumbled into the Maoist frying 
pan; Ten Hs iao-p' ing twice had a taste of it. .. Hav ing come 
so close to being devoured by the very monster they had 
created , Chinese leaders have recen tl y begun to clamour for 
the establi shmen t of some sort of lega lit y . Their appea ls , 
which have fi ll ed the pages of the People's Dail_v these las t 
few months, are pat he ti c, because they run agains t the very 
nature of the regime: establishment of legality would mea n the 
end of the sys tem-wit h legal boundaries, Party authority 
would cease to be infall ib le and absolute, and the rule-of-law 
wou ld mark the end of its ideological rul e . . . 

It is in this contex t of quintessent ial—indeed institutional, 
ill egality , that the human righ ts question must be cons idered. 
In other words, for such a sys tem, the very concept of' hu man 

meaningless . A sketchy record of the issue :Vou ld for 
ins tance have to encompass , among others , the follo wing 
points (listed at random , merely as illus tra ti ons) : 

1949- 1952: liquidat ion of count.er-revo lu tionaries , land re-
form, 'Th ree Antis 'and'Five Anti s'cam pa igns: fi ve million 
executions (conse rva tive estimate, advanced by one of the 
most cautious and respected specialis ts of con te mporary 
Chinese hi story, J . Guillermaz, Le Parti Communist/! Chinois 
au pouvoir, Paris 1972 , p. 33, note I). 

1957:'Ant i- righti st campaign ' : according to the l1gures 1s-
sued by the Min iste r for Public Secu rit y, during the months of 
June to October alone,· 100 ,000 counter-revolutionari es and 
bad elemen ts were unmas ked a nd dealt with· . 1,700 ,()()() 
subjec ted to police investigati on; several to the 
coun trys ide for 're-education' . 

1966-1969:'Cultural Revolution': no global figures are availa-
ble as yet. By Peking's own ad miss ion, the losses 
were heavy. (In the last interview he granted to Edgar Snow, 
Mao Tse-tung said that foreign journalis ts, even in their most 
sensational reporti ng, had grossly underest imated the ac tual 
amou nt of violence and bloodshed.) There are some part ia l 
figures: Han Su yin (interview in l e Poin t, no. 171, 29/ 12/ 
1975) ack nowledges 90 ,000 victims for Szechuan prov.ince 
a lone (th is figure is probably a fr-actio n of the real one). Li 
Yi-che in his ma nifesto states that L in Piao's repress ion in 
1%8, in Kwangtu ng province a lone , had 40,()()()victims 

'A nti- Lin Piao and anti-Confuciu s Campaign '(I 973-1975) , 
Campaign for the'Denu.nciation of the'Gang of Four'( 1976-
1978): both campaigns have been accom pan ied by a rash of 
executions, pu bli cly an nounced in a ll Ch inese ci ti es; no 
global figures are as yet ava ilable. Note that the campaign 
against the'Gang of Four', besides the bloody repression it 
enta iled, a lso brough t furt her disclosures about the bloody 
repress ions wh ich the 'Gang of Four ' it self had previously 
practised. We lean1ed for instance, fro m the People 's Daily 
that under Madame Mao, in one single administration—the 
Cul ture Ministry-in Peking alone , more than one thousand 
persons were persecuted, jailed, tortured or kill ed _ 

Polit ica l and intellectual dissent has produced the largest 
numberofmarty rs,,continuously through the wh ole hi story of 
the People 's Republic_ ln all period s been exempli fied 
by daring and vocal personalities: Hu Feng ( 1955) . Lin 
ling (Hund red Flowers) Teng T'o and Wu Han (crit icism of 
Mao's polic ies), Yang Hsi-kuang (Cu ltu ral Revolu ti on) Li 
Cheng-I' ien (post-Cu ltural Revolution ) to name o nl y a few 
among the bette r known . Even more signi fic ant has been the 
disse nt expressed by the a nonymous masses: th ink for in-
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Dealh sen/ence of H o Ch' um -shu, execuled in K1va11gchow, 
/ 8 F ebruary, 1978, for ha ving cri1icized in his wri1ings the 
Chinese Communist leaders. 

stance of o ne s ingle incic1ent such as th e T'i e n An Men de-
monstration o f A pril 5 , 1976: this spontaneous anti-Maoist 
o u tburst gathered 100,000 demo ns trat o rs (figure ac know-
!edged by New China News Agency!) in the heart of Peking 
a nd met with b ru ta l repression: 3.000 arrests on the spot, 
more than 100 killed by the mi litia of Wu Teh; in th e ne xt few 
days , al l through Peking. mo re than 40 .000 persons who had 
bee n connected w ith the demon s tratio n were a lso a rres ted 
and subjected to various forms o f ill - trea tm e nt. Sim il a r de-
mons t ra ti ons were h e ld in oth e-r c iti e s , with s imilar 
conseque nces-but for th ese we have no prec ise fig u res. 
Finally, let us no t forge t the hundreds. t he tho usands of 
indiv id ual vi ctims wh o a ll the t im e. a ll ove r Ch ina are 
rou tinely arres ted . conde mned to o r execu ted 
merel y for havi ng expressed uno rthodox o pinion s : no one 
takes no tice o f th e m, they neve r mak e the Oll i 

is only by chance encoun ter that. here and 
there, a more a ttentive v isi tor comes names and 

their fate. The docume nt we reproduce he re for Ill-
s tan ce is an o rdin ar y pu blic no ti ce, post ed on a 
K wangchow. wh e re it was photographed early th is year hy a 
foreign vis itor: iss ued by the People's Provincia l High Co urt it 
a nnounces the death sentence and exec uti o n (18 /2/ 1978) of 
H o C h 'un-s hu . te ache r . age fo rty-fi ve. w ho,c 
hav e held ·reac tionary have c ritici sed th e Com-
munis t Part y and to a nd circulated 
·co unter-revo lu tio nary I ite rature '.. . 

!'he gigantic to pi c is we ll de scribed by 
fir s t- hand Pasquali ni : Pri.w11cr 1,fMao. New 
York 1973 . a nJ Lai Y ing: Th e Thirlv Si.r1h Wav New York. 
I %9 The I C,uhn£oI t duty for 
everyone wh o professes for C hina. I 
ha ve commented on thu;....:cn tra l relev an ce o r the 
labour meaningful analysi s of the na ture of the 
Maoi st regime (1111ag1·s hrisc1's . 976 pp 83-95) Sut11cc 
It tO Sdy he I C th at whoever WRhe s to dRpo se of the human l 
I IghR I` t̀IC In Chma WIthout tackhng thl S pamc uUr l 
top ic. is e ith e r irre spons ib le , o r a fra ud 

Chlll l En-lai qu ite accurate ly ( in 1959) th a t "the 
prese nt of the Sov ie t Union is the fu ture of China .. . The re wil l 
be, in the future, Sol zheni tsy ns to rrovi de us w ith th e 
fully docum e nt ed r,i c tu re of what Mao ism in action actually 
111ea nt for 111illi l1n s o r it should be remarked 
that the most amaz ing th ing a hout Solzhenitsyn's impact is 
that the West react ed tti it as if it was 11c 11 ·s . Actually So l-
z heni tsy n ' s unique con tributi o n the volu me and prec i-
sion of hi s ca ta logue o f atroc it ie s—but, bas ically, h e re-
i•ealed no1hi11g new. On the essential points . information on 
Sov ie t realit y has bee n avai labl e for more than ycar` 
th rough the first hand tes timo nies o f uni mreachable witness-
es s uc h as Boris Souvarine, Vict o r Serge , Anton Ciliga etc 

Prac ti cally no o ne hea rd or it at t~ t im e . because no o ne 
wanted to hear: it was inco nve ni e nt and inopportune. In the 
fore word to the 1977 editio n of hi s essay on Stalin 
( 1935), Souva rine reca lls th e incredible difficu lti es he had in 
findin g a rublisher for it in the West : everywhere. the in tel lee-
tual elite endeavoured the book : " It is going to 

o ur relations wit h Moscow." Only Ma lraux, 
ad ve nturer a nd rhony he ro of the had the 
gut s and th e cyni c ism to s tat e c learly his io n in a private 

I hel ieve that you and your friends 
are right. However. at th is s tage. do not cou nt on me to 
s upport you. be on you r side you will be on 
top (' .le serai a1·cc 1·011s q11a11d 1·011s scr.ez /es plus.frJrts ')! " 
How many times ha ve we heard va riants of that same r hrase1 
.. . On the subject of C hina . how many co ll eagues w ho ca me 

\ 

to express pr iva te support and sympathy (these we re s till the 
bravest!), apologising profu se ly for no t being ab le to say the 
same t hings in publ ic . ' You must unders ta nd m y pos ition... 
my profess ional commitme nts... I mus t keer rny c ha nnels 
of communicat ion ore n with th e Chinese Embassy ... I am 
due to go on a mi ssion to Pek ing.. . ' 

F ina lly. I wou ld lik e to exam ine success ive ly l'f1e va rious Ir 
meth ods which hav e been adopted in th e West to dodge the 
iss ue of human riizht s in Ch in a 

The firs t line of esca pe is th e o ne which I hav e just dealt 
wi th. It is to say:'We do not know we Jo not have 
s uffic ie nt in form a tion on the · Actu ally th ere are 
enough documen ts. books . witnesses to occupy entire teams 
of researchers for years to come. O f course. mu c h more 
ma ter ial is bound to surface: howeve r . when the Chinese 
Sol zhenit s yns begin to expose methodicall y the Maoist era in 
a ll its detail s . a nyone who excla ims in horrified shock:'M y 
G oel'had we on ly he a hyrocritc and a liar: we 
know alread y the main the re can be no 
new re velations. on ly th e filling of more de tails . The esse ntia l 
ini'or111ation available since the estab-
li shment ot th e regime and eve ryone eve n s lightl y acquainted 
with Chinese affa irs is aware of it . .. It is t rue tha t , in 
comparison w ith the Soviet ma y be a rela1ive 
scarc it y of docurn c nt a tion : not mean 
peopl e have had the temerit y to asse rt ) th a t the situati o_i:i__is 
relati vel y be tt er in me a ns exac tl y the opposit e . The 
fact is , th e re Sakharov in the Academy of 

Did we hear of any Sakharov in the Academy 
of Seiences in Moscow under Stalin'1 No Chinese dissidents 
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hold press confe re nces in Pek ing with fore ign correspon-
dents, or keep telephone links with the out side world. Whi ch 
So.vict dissident e ver held press confe rences or c,Hil J be 
reachcJ by phone from Paris or Lo nJ on under 
Stalin analogy is ac utely relevant here, since Maoist Chi na 
always kep t, and st ill keeps, proclaiming its 
ity to the principles of Stalinism; Khru shche v' s half-hearted 
de-Stali nization was already more tha n Mao could bear, anJ 
was taken by Pek ing as the ultimate prollf of Soviet 
cal betra yal. Maoist Ch ina proudly professes its Stalin isrn, it 
does so unabashedly and graphically. (I always marvel a t 
those foreign re main blind in the face of the 
ev idence , and manage nevsr to sec these ubiquitous po~traits 
of Stalin which are to be ericounrered at eve ry s tep in China, 
beginning wit h the gigantic one which decorates T ien An 
Men, in the very heart of Peking1) 

li ne the one) 
is to say sad ly:'Yes, inJeed, we kn ow; been gross 
irrcgularit what you rnight call atrocit ies. — com-
mitted in the past. But thi s is a thing of the past: it was al l due 
to the ev il inf1uence of the'Gang of Four·. This new tune is 
now being du tifull y sung by the cho ir of the fe llow-
trav eller s, the tra ve lling salesmen of Maoi s m, the 
sycophants , a nd propaganda commi ssa rs—thr very people 
who, a few used to tell us how eve ryth ing was well 
and in China und er the en lighteneJ ru le of that 
same'Gang of Four ' . . _ Pretending shock and ind ignation , 
they now come and te ll us horrible stori es—as if not 
know it all , as if they had not known it a ll—the very stori es ll'e 
told years ago , but at that time, they used to label 
Ch ina lies' _.. 

The downfall of the'Gang of Four'is a mo mentous even t; 
this the pl aL:c to analyze its meaning in the co nt ex t of the 
continuou s power-struggle in policy_ We are he re concerned 
only with it s the l11111 wn rights i.1,I /I C, 
these implications appea r thu s far negligible. Violations of 
hu man right s , po lit ical anJ intellect ual mass de-

persccunon of etc. were pe rpe tra tcJ 
fo r nearly tll'e111y years before the 'Gang of Four'accession 
to powe r; for all we know, methods and policies ha ve 
not signifi cantly changed fo ll owing in the'Gang's 'd isgrace 

instan..:e the rnuti ne arrest, co11dc11111a tion a nd 
execu ti on of Ho Ch' un -shu a few mont hs ago. . . The 
in whic h critic is m of being expressed , the 

which the ir J enunciati on is being pursued , repre-
sent a direct VCI y Lmgudgc Lmd mCt hods of 
the ·Gang· itself. At no stage was any politically 111caning_[Ld 
cri ticism and a·ila lys is allllwed to develop; the bas ic questions 
(whe nce diJ the'Gang'Jerive its power? What kind of regime 
is it which prn vidcs opportun it ies for suc h reach 
supreme rower'l How should be reformed to pre-
ven t si rnilar futu re'>) arc never ra ised. One 
111:i n cou ld have rai sed them : Li the main autho1 
of th e courngcous and lucid ma nifesto 011 /Je11wcrncy and 
/,l',;11/in· 1111,la Socio li.1·111 ( 1974). He alone dared to challenge 
the ·Gang of Four· when the y were still in power. Had their 
disgrac<: more tha n a mere change ofpe r·sonncl in 
the ru ling burea ucracy. Li should ha ve been vinJ icated and 
shoulJ have bee n all owed to pursue hi•; pol it ica l analysis 
Wha t in fact happcneJ to him de lineates the exac t exten t anJ 
meaning of of the ·Gang of Four': 

ar res ted (he had been arrested a by Lin 
Pia o in I %8 and time by the'Gang of Four'in 1975) 
and sentenceJ last yea r to life imprisonme nt!* 

It is trne tha t under the '(Jang of Four' the life of the mind 
was frozen : China was a cultu ral was teland : but the confusion 
created by the rower-s tru ggle at the tl>p left 

, AL Conhng Io t hc I.u rcpOI I (noI ycI L onf1I Incd) hc CccnI l \ 

tun1ties for politi cal dis se nt. What is happe ni ng now is an 
in vers ion in some respect of th e intellec-
tua l and cult m al be allowed a genu ine if limi1ed 
freedom, but poli tica l contro l and repressi on are tightt: r 
before. . . 

The third line of escape: ·we admit, the re may be gross 
infringements of human righ ts in Ch ina. But the first of a ll 
huma n rights survi ve, to be fre ed fro m hunge r. The 
infringemen t of hu man right s in China is dictated by 
na tional necess ity. · 

What causal re lationshi ps is there between infringeme nt of 
hu man the ab ility to feed th e people '> The very 
re lat ive and lim it ed of the People's Republi c to feed its 
people but the bare mini mum achievemen t one 
could expec t from anv Chi nese governmen t whi ch enjoyed 
for a quarter of a conditions of peace . unity, 
free dom from civil w.ir . frum from 
ex ternal chance no other Chinese governmen t 
had in the last hundr..:d years . Teng Hsiao-p'ing in a recen t 
speech (March I 8, I':;)78) bluntl y acknowl edged the back-
wardness a nd basic failure of the Peopl e's Republic's 
economy: aft er nea rl y thirt y years of Comm uni st rule.. sev-
era! hundred millio n peo ple are sti ll mobilised full tirne in the 
exclusive task of produci ngfood (.. .) We still have not really 
solved the grain problem(.. .) our industry is lagging beh ind 
ten or twent y years.. . " . In proportion to population, food 
production in the People's Republic has not yet overtaken the 
record of the best Kuo mintang years, of more than forty years 

The econom1C not yet bee n ac,hieved: Chi ~~ 
is still in a marginal s ituation , not ye t secure from potential 
starvat ion, always vulnerab le to the me nace of successive 
bad harvests or other nat ural ca tas trophes 

Some of the major catastrophes which have hit the 
Republic a nLI were entirely Mao-
made and could happe n only because the totali tarian nat ure of 
the regi me prevented rat ional debate informed 
crit icism and as sessment of the objec tive condi tions. 
Suflice it here to mention two well-known illustrations . The 
Greai Leap Forward'which Mao's private fancy imposed 

upon the count ry, resulted in widespread fa mine (a authorita-
tive expert such as L. La Dany vent ured the fi gure offifty 
111illiu11 dead from starv at io n duri ng the years 
production stati stics were issued by the local authorities. so 
as to protect the my th of the Supre me Leader's 
this hiding the ex tent of the disaster, it prevented it s 
tackling a nd made the tragedy even worse . The p rub/e111 {if' 
population co11tro/: in the early fift ies, one of China's most 

eco nomists a nd demographers, Ma Yin-ch'u 
expressed the common sense warn ing tha t it would be 
sary to control populat ion growth , otherwise the demog-
raphic would cance l the prod uction increase . Mao 
however held to the crud e and primiti ve peasant bel ief "the 
more the better": Ma was purged, a ll debate on thi s 
cruc ial issue was frozen for prec ious time was 
wasted before Mao hi s ea rlier conc lusion (Ma him-
sel f had to wait twen ty years for Mao to die , before obtain ing 
his examples could easily be muit-
ipliec!. In a totalitarian system, whe never common-sense 
clashes with dogma, common-sense always loses—at tre-
mendous eost fo r natio na l deve lopmen t and fo r the people's 
livel ihood . The harm cau sed by arb itrary decisions enfo rced 
without the rn odera l ing counterweigh t of debate and critic ism 
almost certainl y va ntage cou ld be ga ined 
from the monolith ic discip li ne ac hi eved by the sys tem 

The fourth line of escape is articulated in 
on a basic theme : 'China is 

First variation : "hurnan rights are a Western concept. 
which has no relevance in the Chinese conte xt. " The inherent 
lugic of L)f tlwught . th ough seldom with 
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such frankne ss—a moun ts to say ing: "human ri ghts are one of 
those lu x iries which befit us, weal th y and auvanced West-
erners, it is preposterous to imagine that mere natives o f 
exotic countries could qu a lify for a s imilar or wou ld 
e ven be int eres teJ in it. " Or, more sim pl y : "H uman rights do 
not apply to the C hinese, because th e Chine se a re not rea l-
lyhurnan ." Since th e ve ry enunciation of thi s kinJ of pos it ion 
excuses one from taking the trouble to refute it, I shall merely 
~dd _ he re one_ in~idc nta l remark_,_ !-luma n_ right s a rc no t a 
fo re ign notion in Chinese modern h is tory . Nearly o ne cen tury 
ago . the leading phil o sopher and politica l re former K'ang 
Yu-wie (1858- I 927) included it in h is Ta Tung Shu, and made 
it the corners tone of his polit ical philoso ph y. In practice, 
unde r the first republic , a human r ights move me nt develo ped 
effectivel y as a protest against the white te rror o f the Kuo rnin-
ta ng ; the famous'China League for was founded 
in 1932 and mobili zed th~ intellectual elite of the time , with 
prestigious figures such as Yua n-pe i. Sung Ch'ing-ling. 
Lu Hsun, e tc .; it a lso had it s martyrs , such as Yang Ch ' iia n 
(assassinated in 1933). However . the hist o ry o f hum an rights 
in Ch ina is a ft er all a n academic question. Wha t is of burning 
releva nce, is the present s it uation. Foreigners who pretend 
tha t " the Chinese are not interested in hu man rights" , 
ously never read the Chinese wall pos te rs : Chinese a re 
clamouring fo r it, often al the risk of their li ves. More rece nt-
ly, even the People 's Daily began to e xpound th e same theme. 
I shall re turn to this importa nt point lat e r o n. 

Second variation : "we must res pect C hina' s right to be 
One could draw int eresting logica l ext e nsions of 

th a t principle. Had Hit ler re frained from in vading neighbou r-
ing countries a nd mere ly co ntent ed himse lf with s laughtering 
his o w n Jews a t m ight have said : "Slaughtering 
Jews is probably a we mu s t refrai n 

it, and respec t Germany ' s right to be Jifferent . ·: 
Third variation: "Chin a has a lways bee n to d e-

spotic regimes* , there is thus no r a rticul a r reaso n for us to 
become ind ignant at thi s reasoni ng is faul ty tw ice 
over: first, because Chinese traditio nal government was far 
less despotic than Mao ism; secondly it been 
equally or more de spo tic than would still not 
prov id e a jus tifica tion. The second poi nt does not need to be 
argued (s ince when can past prese nt ones?) 
Let us very briefly cons id er the first. The great ages of 
Ch inese civilisation such as th e T'ang and th e Northern Sung 
presented a poIiucal sophIsncatmn whose enhghtenment and 
liberalism had no equi valent in the worlcl until modern times; 
other periods were markedly more despotic , some (Ch'in, 
Ming), even tried to achieve a kind of to ta li tarianism. How-
ever , they were always severel y hampered by technical obs-
tacles (genu in e to ta litarianism had to wait fo r twentieth cen-

·tury tech nology to become really feasible) . Ming po litics were 
ruthless and terrifying, but they were such o nly for the rela-
tively small frac tion of the populat ion w ho came into contac t 
with it. In the mid-sixtee nt h cent ury , Chinese officialdom 
cons isted of some te n to fi fteen th o usa nd civil servant s, fo r a 
total popu lat io n of about a hundred and fift y milli o n. T hese 

were concentrated in th e c ities. while most of the 
population was li v ing in the vi llages; Jistance and slow com-
mun ications prese rv ed the au tonomy o f mos t countrys ide 
c ommuni t ies; the great majority of the Chinese cou ld spend 
an entire life time witho111 ever hm·ing com e in to co111ac t with 
one single representative c>J imperia l aurhoril \'. T he last 
dynas ty whi c h ruled C hina fo r nea rly th reL'cent uries , the 
Ch ' ing go vernment, however authoritari an, law-
• Dr S. FitzGerald has expressed this point so felicit ously in hi's recent paper on 
the that I cannot resisl the temptation to quote him . He spoke of the 
Maoist regi me as "au1hori1arian ism tem pered by · Marxism- Leni nism" which 
remi nded me of the well-known definition of the Byzantine empire: ism 
tempered by assassina li on" 1 

less than the Mao is t regime; it had a penal cod e w hich deter• 
mi ned which offici a ls we re e ntitl ed to ca rry out a rrest s , which 
c rimes carried th e death pe nalt y, etc . , whil e Maoist Ch in a ha ~ 
been living for thi rty years in a legal vacuu m . and, as we read 
in the People 's Daily*. high offic ial s took advantage of 
s ituati o n to their own J)t·iv:1te goals where I he y tc>r 
tured and exec uted their own personal enemies 

Fourt h for !hc is a Ì  
characteristic ·: in C hina (l quo te from a n e min ent American 
bureaucrat) th ere is "a n u t terly natural ac ce ptance of the 
age-old Confucian traditio n of subordin at ing individua l lih• 
erty to coll ective ob ligation". In other words, the C hin ese 
dissident s who , like Ho C h'un-shu , are being gaoled and 
executed mere ly fo r having critic ize d the regime. the 111 illio 11 .1 
who. having been branded once a nd fo r all a s ·' class 
(the c lassificat ion is hered itary 1) are redu ced . they them-
selves and their descendan ts, to a co ndition of soci a l 
o r are he rd ed into lab our peo ple eithe r , 
traditional Chi nese, imbued wit h 'age-old Confuc ian tradit ion 
o f subo rdinating individual libe ri y to coll ec tive 
are supposed to be perfectly satisfied with the ir fat e . o r. if 
they are not (like the 100 ,000 demons trat o rs who dared to 
show the ir anger in Peking on 5 Apr il 1976). th e reby prove 
that th e y are un -Ch inese, and thu s presumably unworthy o f 
o ur att e n tion ' ~ 

ln all these successive variations'difference· has been th e 
key-co ncept. If Sov iet on the wh ole rece ived 
fa r more a ttent ion an d sympathy in the it because 
!hey arc wh ite Caucas ians- wh il e th e are'differe nt'·.• 
Whe n Maoist sympathi ze rs use such arguments . th ey echo 
d ie -hard raci s ts of the colo nial- irnpera li s t era . At lhat tim e. 

· was a leit -motiv among Western 
e n trepre neurs . to justify thei r exploit atio n of the'natives': 
Chinese were diffe rent. even physiol0gically; they d id no t feel 
hunger . co ld and pain as W es terners wo uld : you cou ld k ic k 
them , starve them , it did not m,'tlter mu c h : only ignorant 
sen ti mentalists and innoce nt bl eed ing-heart s wou ld worry on 
behalf of these swarming crowds of ye ll ow coo lies... 
o f the rationali sa tions which arc now be ing proposed fo1 
ignoring the human rights issue in Chi na , are roo ted in the 
same mental ity 

or course. there are cultural sta te ment 1s a 
tau tology , since 'diffe rence'is the very e ssence of culture 
But if from there, one extrapolates differe nces which co uld 
restrict the re levance of huma n ri ghts to certain na tion s on ly. 
this would amoun t to denial o f the universal c haracter o f 
human na ture ; such att itud e in turn ope ns th e doors to a lin e of 
reasoning whose ni ghtmarish. ye t logica l. d eve lopme.nt ends 
in which century al ready once witn es-
scd a few decades ago 
As several art icles in this issue have indicated , very important 
changes have recen tly occurred in China's politi cal orienta-
tions. One of the mos t momentous might we ll be suggcsteu by 
the fact that now even the offi c ial press has occas ionally take n 
up th e notion of "people ' s rights" which is so often found in 
th e sponta neous. in fo rm al wall-posters. In th e pas t, I have 
expressed scepticism and pessimi sm regarding the ability of 
thi s regime to modify its bas ic na tur<!". My deares t wish is th at 
its act~aJ evolu tion 'may eventually pro:..e me wrong 1 How- I 
ever , the situat ion is nuid; at this stage, it is sti ll too early to 
draw conclusio ns: The present contradiction is perhaps bes t 
e xpressed in the emphas is wh ich is being given now to the 
new Const ituti on (1978): thi s Co nst i1ution res tores some of 
the citizens'rights, ye t simultaneously one of it s a rt ic les (art 
56) s imply cancels the wh0le document itself: "Ci tize ns m11s1 
surrort the o f th e Commu nist Party of China ." \ 

• Scc for iIW 1a ncc. I'mp/,, ·̀ l)ail_r. 14 th May. 1978 
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