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Jamuary %th,1949

Dear Captain Peers,

- I% wes wary good of you to write, and your letter is most
opportune, for my publishers tell me that the first editiom of "Halifax" ie
aluwoet gone, and preparations for a second edition must be made at once. Thus
I heve o chance %o correct any errors which appesred in the originmal edition.

: I made a rip in "Comox" on & routine sweep in the early
autumn of %3, in company with & party of Jjournalists, and got most of my
informetion at that Sime. Security was still $he god of Headgquerters at %hat
time, 8o that I had to ge$ the facts in devious waye from the "Comox" people
and others. I hed mo reason %o doubt thelr asccuracy. “hat you tell me is one
more prool that information recei}ved in wertime {even from the horse's mouth)
is apt to full shord of the truth in spots, My description of the German
mining activisy in "Hslifas" was necessarily brief, and I can correct- the
errors without greatly upsetiing the printers.

Wy day aboard "Comox" was an interesting but at the same
time exasperating experience. lawrence, the chief P,R.0, at Halifax, was keen
to have & good story dome on the job of the minesweepers, who hadl received no
pablicity, or very 1ittle, in thelr work, Maclean's Magaziné were eager %o
run such a story, with good photographs, znd they wanted 1t done by someone
who wes not @ routine jourmalist, for the sake of & ffesh cutlook. So they
wired me and asked me to do it. It was out of my line, but it was 2z long
time since I hed set foot on a deck and I thought it would be refreshing,
Well, it was reireshing emough, The skipper of "Comox" was a character right
vas of "Captein Kettle™, amd I 3till remewber the nonchalance with which he
fouled the stems of two destroyers as ne swung in to his jetty at the end of
the day. Unfortunately all my noticns of a story on minesweeping wers ruined
when we were all ushered into Barkbouse's office and I saw an Intsllidgence
officer {“itchell, I think) poised beside him like a hunting hawk, Poor
Barkhouse was willing to tell us what we had %o know %o write a decent account
of the May effair, but the I.0, pounced agaia and again, and after half an
nour it was apparent to sll of us that it was e case of "no story". I asked,
innocently, i one aight desecribe the orthodox metiaod of sweeping for a
moored mine. The I.0, saild Ho., So I pointed out that the orthodox method
ned been described and published to the world in Domville-Fife's books for
the past 25 years, and tuat the method was essentially unchanged, as ;
sverybody knew, including the Germans. Still the enswer was No. Ve were even
forbidden to mention the "Comox" by name, although her name, work and station
ha¢ been published all over Canada im a press article a few months before.
The result was that we trooped out angrily and I wired Maclean's that they
could expect notiing on minesweeping at Halifax from me or anyons else.

The comments of the newspaper men were sulphuroas -- some had come all the
woy from Toronto and Montreal on the assurance that the Newy was about %o
"proak® & real story on the mining of Halifax, only to find that they were
held %o the brisf and valueless accouat relessed by Ottawa, Tet the story

h=d been known %o every fisherman on %he cocst for three months, and %o =

multitude of merchant seamen nlready scattered over the world. As letcher
Coates of the C.B,C. said to me, " VWell, at least we've seen Naval Censor-
ship at close hand, It's got to be seen to be believed." :

This excessive regard for Security was not Mitchell's fault
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I feel sure, but the fault of Ottawa, which could not see the folly of
withholding information which was already common gossip on the coast.
Thais attitude ceussd & marked skepticism amongst mewsmen, and their opinion

of She news vslue of an official Wavel news-release was very low by '45,

Some editors were pitching the official releases into their wastepaper

bas-ets long before that, along with the more banal photograpns, whicn

poured ia n steady stream as the war went on. To my mind this was the \\\

chiel reascn why the story of tue Bavy's achieveuwent failed to reszch the
public, and why, to this day, it remains almosi unikmown to the man in
the street.

I met kundle abeard Zorontg in Shelburne narbour in the spring of
145, and laber saw him board the sub. which surrendered {or rather was
token over) off that port. He imoressed me ss a keen but somewhat
erratic chap, and he was certainly the most woluble Halifax-hater I ever
met. He told me that he intended to seek a joo in Halifax after the war
{which struck me as rather & paradox) and apparently he has done just
ghat . His Man Fridey (Jimpson 7) on tae other hand was one of tine mildest
and most silent chaps to be found in the service,

1 shall visit the Meritime Museum at the first opportunity, end I
hope to present to it the Confecerate Navy cuitlass whicn was given %o
Jock Fleming ss & souvenir when he piloted Fallshsssee out of Halifax -
during the American Civil War, It is possible, %oo, that I may be able
tc obtain the loan of a sea-p22s signed by Welson when he wes on the
Rorth American stetion in Albswarie dwring the Awerican Hevolubion,

Tith all good wishes,

Gincerely,
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