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Dec . 7 , 1983 

Dr . T. H. Radda ll , 
P. O. 459 , 
Li ver poo l , N.S . BOT lKO 

Dear Dr . Raddall , 

Hearing yo ur vo ice on th e radio yeste r day 
reminded me t ha t I had not ye t written to you to th an k you . 
I ' m deeply indebted to you in a numbe r of ways . 

Wh i le writing The Si xth of Decembe r I 
learne d much f r om you autobiogr aphy and f r om Halifax . I 
tried to convey the feeling of the ci t y" during the war 
in the book . I ' m also indebte d to you for help i ng me to 
make decision about my life as a writer . You made i t 
as a writer , with out go ver nme nt grants , in tou gher 
times than these . I admir e your courage - and it helped 
me to decide to take the same tack . I have not t aken a government 
g rant for my writing - and ne vEr wi ll . SomEhow , onE can speak 
morE f f'eel y when you are not indebte d to go vernment - and you 
ha ve to work harde r and become better at your craft . I : see 
so many peoplE who want to becom~ writers - tomorrow , without 
working a t the craft . 

I conside r myself for tunate to ha ve read your 
autobiog raphy a t just thE wr ite timE in my ,..iriti ng career . 

p . s . I encl 
of pri 

In respe ct and gr atitudE , stJ;; 
of The Sixth of De cember - it ' s now out 
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