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Subject: World Commission

Dear Jim,

Here are some new developments and possibilities:

But first let me get your recent exchange with Madeleine Coffen-Smout out of the
way.

The letter addressed to Shepard Forman, dated August 9, which we copied to Gus 
at th a t  time, is now obsolete. It has been overtaken by his very negative reply, which 
I have copied to Gus. I am attaching a copy for you. The question now is: Can you
or Gus change Shepard Forman’s mind, or deal with a higher level, or is it a
hopeless case and we just forget it?

But let me now come to the positive developments.

Klaus Töpfer has accepted with enthusiasm to join the Commission. I am attaching 
his letter. We now really have more than  the nucleus of a group of really f irs t-ra te  
people.

Töpfer’s acceptance will, most likely, also have financial implications: Prior to his
acceptance, his administrative assistance wrote to inquire about financial 
implications. In my reply I spelled these out quite explicitly: We were hoping for a 
contribution of about $300,000, I wrote. So they know th a t  - -a n d  were not deterred!

My second point is tha t  I have carefully gone through the Agenda for Development
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and, as anticipated, a lot of useful work can be done in elaborating the contribution
ocean development and the Law of the Sea can make to the Agenda. The oceans
are mentioned only once (para .92); but there is a whole paragraph (pa ra .177)
referring to the Law of the Sea Convention. This certainly justifies, or even demands, 
a study on the potential of this interaction, especially in he areas of security and 
development (peaceful uses of navies), sustainable use of living resources, 
expanding the resource base, integration of environment and development, 
enhancem ent of science and information, technology cooperation, and development
of human resources.

I have taken this question up with Joe Warioba,with whom we shall fully discuss this 
question in Malta in a couple of weeks.

But I had still another idea tha t  might be of interest to UNDP: and th a t  is, the
regional hearings we have provided for in the project outline. These will be 
organised by our operational centres, mostly in developing countries, and this is 
going to be an essential input into the work of the Commission. At the same time 
it is awareness enhancement very effective as such! - -  and institution
strengthening: It is a new task for our Centres, which have been built with UNDP
support, in India, Fiji, Senegal, and Costa Rica. To make this input really global, we
should add our centres in Malta, Canada, China, and Japan  (which have no UNDP 
support). The ninth centre, in Qatar, does not yet exist, but we could use AALCC to 
organise the hearings. In the project outline, in fact, we have scheduled nine such
hearings to cover all parts of the world and budgeted $30,000 per hearing or a total
of $270,000. Can you see a way of making a contribution to this particular effort?
Perhaps for the first four of these centres?

Layashi Yaker will be in New York in a few days, and I shall come down to meet with 
him on the 21st-22nd. We want to finalise this whole m atter so tha t  we will be ready 
to announce the establishment of the Commission on November 16, which I find is
very important.

Perhaps we should meet during those days?

Warm regards, both for Gus and yourself.

As ever,
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To : Mr. Jim McNeill
Office of the Administrator
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From : Elisabeth Mann Borgese
FAX No.: 1 902 868 2455

Date : October 28, 1994

Subject : World Commission for the Oceans

Dear Jim,
I am attaching copy of my letter to Gus Speth. If you think I 
should come to New York, I could do so. In any case I would be most 
grateful if the matter could be decided as quickly as possible. We 
are still aiming at the November 16 date for the announcement!

The budget has been revised in accordance with Layashi Yaker's 
suggestions. Bu we shall move as soon as we have one million 
assured.

Do let me hear from you.

Warm regards,

1226 LeMarchant Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3H 3P7
Tel: (902)494-1737, Fax: (902)494-2034, Tlx: 019 21863 DALUNIV, E-Mail: IOIHFX@ADM.DALCA



Dalhousie University International Ocean
Institute

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

To :
FAX No:

Mr. Jim MacNeill 
212 906 6998

From: Elisabeth Mann Borgese
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Date: 24 November 1994

Subject: Hearings

Dear Jim,
It was good to see you, and your advice was well taken.

I have revised the time schedule accordingly. Do you think it is 
more realistic now?
We have also made a first beginning with the terms of reference. 
This needs a lot more work, including one comprehensive background 
paper. Whatever guidance you can give me on these guidelines would 
be most fervently appreciated.
I am going to be at home until next Tuesday and shall try to call 
you on Monday; because, whatever additional advice you may have 
would be helpful for our forthcoming discussions in Madras.

With all good wishes,
Yours as ever,

E l - u l t y
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, 26 January, 1995(bl3) 7 4 9  9! 8b
Mr. Jim MacNeill 
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Jim,

I understand you left UNDP and are a free man!

We are moving ahead with the Commission, and the latest development is tha t  
Boutros-Ghali and Federico Mayor will jointly and officially designate Mario Soares as 
President of our Commission, so that the Commission, although "Independent'' will 
have some official standing and its report will have to be seriously considered.

Now,, it comes to mind: would you be interested at all in taking over as chief organiser 
under I don’t know what title? It would mean headquarters in Malta, but with quite a 
bit of moving around.

This is not an "offer" - - ju s t  an "inquiry," I could not think of a better man than  you 
for this job. Your experience would be invaluable.

But all these matters have to be settled with President Soares early next month, do 
let me know, in principle, as quickly as possible.

I hope you are having a wonderful vacation.

Warm regards,
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Dear Elisabeth,

Here are the "documents" that you desire.

This is the blurb on Jim MacNeil found in the Brundtland Report:

Jim MacNeil, Canada. Secretary General of the Commission and ex officio member; Director 
of Environment, OECD 1978-84; Secretary (Deputy Minister), Canadian Ministry of State for 
Urban Affairs 1974-76; Canadian Commissioner General, UN Conference on Human Settlements 
1975-76; Assistant Secretary, Canadian Ministry of State for Urban Affairs 1972-74.

If there is anything else that you need, you know where to find me. If there are problems with 
the transmission call me. My home number is 902 422 5776.

Take care of you.
Love,
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International Ocean Institute 
Dalhousie University 
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Halifax, B3H 3P7, CANADA

March 20, 1995

FAX: 902-494-2034 

TEL: 902-494-1737

PAGES: 1

Dear Elisabeth,

I got your draft for the background note today and, as I am leaving for the 
South and then Europe and won’t be back until April 12 ,1 thought I would drop 
you a line.

First of all, I think the draft is excellent. Both short and comprehensive, it 
scans the issues marvelously. I have only one question -- and it is a question. The 
issues are controversial but that fact and the reason for it is not always clear. Could 
you introduce a few paragraphs designed to highlight points of controversy.

Given its purpose, the best part of the draft is the Appendices. They do raise 
the issues and offer sufficient questions to spark the imagination of those who are 
preparing for the hearings.

I must say that 1 am pleased to learn that Alicia Barcena will be involved in 
the process of the hearings. She is the best

Keep in touch.

All the best
Sincerely,
■'V. V
.—r.\ \\
JimMacNeill
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International Ocean
Institute

Subject: World Commission

Dear Jim,

I am just back from Jamaica (Seabed Authority) and Costa Rica where we are going 
to have Pacem in Maribus XXIII the end of November, on Ocean Governance: Potential
Contributions to the Secretary-General's Agenda fo r  Peace. This, I th ink  will be a 
major input into the work of the Commission. The Government of Costa Rica is 
enthusiastic about the Conference which will be declared in the national interest of 
Costa R ica !?

Thank you ever so much for your most helpful letter. We will try to insert the 
paragraphs you suggest. Work is proceeding extremely well, and on April 10-11 we 
shall have the first meeting of Vice Presidents.

I am sending you by mail the preparatory material. Again, I would be so grateful for 
your opinion. Your experience is invaluable to us.

All the best,

Yours as ever,
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