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Dea r Si r : 
When I r ea d y ou r II Blind Ma oNa ir " in the 

Post,! ha d not r ead the ' Ke eping Posted' ,yet knew you were 
e ither a Nova Scotian or had livea there for some aonsidera ble 
time. 

Enjoyed your s t ory very much, and hope that 
you will cont i nue to writ e f or the Po st . Would you mind 
telling me what vill age you had in mind when you described 
Shards town. It would apply to numerous pla ces I have 
vi s it ed ,but i magine i t would be on the Ba~ of Fundy when 
you make mention of the tides. 

The last nautica l news I had fro m Nova 
Scotia ,was more t han a yea r ago, when an old sa il ing ship 
captain wrote me about one of his trips from Antwerp to 
N~w York in 1882 . Smallpox broke out when twentyi'our da ys 
days out ,a nd this man who was then f i rst mate , navigated the 
ship , nursed the sick , buri ed t he dead, a nd brought the 
ship t o New York without further mishap . There certa inly were 
i r on men in those days . 

I reg ret to say that this captain died 
l a st March aged ninety-four a nd I have no mar i ne corr es-
pondent a t pr e s ent. He wa s a bout t he last of the ca ptains 
of the s qua r e riggers f rom Nova Scotia. 

My home town wa s Truro, a nd many noted ca p-
t a ins ca me from that district. When I wa s a small boy, the 
de ep water sailo r s would come home and tell f earful and 
wonderful stories of their voyages ,a n d while most of these 
were ficti on or were being repeated from the yarns of other 
sa ilors,it ce r t a inl y was exciting to listen . 

ED - J. 

Wishing y ou the Compli ments 
of the Season. 

Sincerly your s , 

c,..,.~~ 
Ernest B. DeArmond. 
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