
Mr., Thomas H. Raddall, 
Liverpool , N., s; 
Oear Mr., Raddall, 

P .o. Box 100, 
Antigon!sh, N .. S. 

Octobeb 19, 1954 

Your recent story- orticle on the Expulsion of the Acadi ans was 
mos t :ii.nteresting and informati ve . 

As a student of Ameri can history ( I have my M .. i ., from Boston Col lege 
and I am working on my Ph.,D . ) I have had several discuss ions on 
the subject of the Expulsion with my American professors. We were 
aware of the ill-treatment received by the Acafilans wh o fled t i> the 
New England States but we were unaware of the facts which you 
contend happened in the Anne.polis Vall ey of Nova Scotia .. 

If you are not too busy, Mr. Raddall, could you have your secretary 
let me know your documentation for the fol.lowlimg points qnd where 
such documentation could be found ; 

(1) The fact that His Majes ty ' s New England Col onial Troops 
(Bluecoats) took the largest part in t he Explusion. 

(2) The fa. f t that Hi s Majesty ' s British Regulars (Redcoots~ 
took little or no part in the actual Expulsion .. 

(J) The fact that the Expulsion was primari].z the brain-child 
of the Governor of M~ssachusetts and onl y incidently that of the 
Governor at Halifax. 

(4) The fact that n formal domdemnati on of the proposition, by 
Hi s Majesty's Government, was on its way across the Atlantic at 
the actual time of t he Expul8ion. 

'.thankinc you , Mr. Raddall, for what I know will be your cooper a tion . 

Y·ours Very truly, 

rc""""-d. -=-k-, \""i--..:.._..CJ 
ll!urdou-h MacDonald c.J!.ct_ 



· r . Y.urdoch, t acilonald . 
P .O. Box 100 . 
Anti(lOtlish , ;; . - • 

Dear rr . I acI:>on.lld • 

Oc'tobor 21st , 195'. 

_efore WM.tine my story HTbe Credit :..I-inll Be Yours" 
I ,n..,nt t o t ho i 1"0V.mcio.l t.rchiveo o.t Pclif'.mr anu got the ,, oaistnnt Arch-
ivist , Doctor Bruce ForguDscm, to dl g out everythino, pertainirig to the 
cxpu.lslou o!' t;J.o A~no frow the /.rmu.1.JOlin 'h11.1J..."Y. I t"ecrot t1'at I 
did not bring e,ro.y a dOCUl1l:Jiltaey list, r,y interest be~ i.n t he .fact a 
thct'".oolvoo . •_-OL,cvcr , a lett er to Dr . Fcr.:,110000 , oi~ Letter still a vi.sit 
to t he Archives, would ci vo you au emct docv.mentation . Amongst other 
sources "C rccnll (a) let.tors or Covo.-nor ~IW'lcy or o.o ;,.,c.cinroetts to 
Lord Newcastle , setting f orth tile vi.ewpoint of" tile American colonists 
and ur ,ing tho rEOJVal of tho Jl.cw.11.aus ; (b) lotters botuccn Ghi .rley 
nnd GOV8rnor Lawrence at llnl1£ax. ; ( c) letters end ordero i:r'o.71 Lawrenco 
to Co1onol \.-:1.nolOl-1 , ca-;.;1 .nnding tho ;11 ericun t roo o at J ea.uoejour a.nu 
later in t he Anrlnpolio Valloy; (d) orders t"rart w wrence to l"ajor llan:1-
field , c 0!.1 .nndi.,g the cor1pany E.nelish rob'W.IJ.rs .:-.t Fort . nne ; (e ) 
tho Journal ot• Co1onc1 · i.n,,low, in which ho sets forth in detail. his 
opc1•ationo i n t ho ~sion of t he Acndiru10 f'ra-.:. Grand t re and other 
sottlernents at t he oostern end of the Annapolis Vnlley; (f) the Journnl 
of' Ca,-l.tln John : nox, t!hoso ccq:X:U:JY of Enelish I'C{,1il.ilrs in 1757 reliuvcd 
the garrison or Ti'ort Anne , which had been stut1oned t here eo many years ; 
and who <lcocrlboo t he oituation still ex:l.sting there , i . e . the fnct that 
I!18J1Y of t ho old garrison had married Acadlan wives , that l'.ajor Handf'iold 
and other of'l."'ie,'Ulls t"1erc r.ru..Ticd to daughters of 1 adwtc • ..m-1.o }!agdalen 
I'llisonat \\'inni.ett , and that l's.dame 1, inniett had f or years exerted the 
ir.oot pot:ori\J.l. influence 0\111' tilO for t. ani garrison. 

A copy of the l et t e , · froot London disapproving tM 
cxpuloiazi ( ut-..ich 1.'0.~ actucl.ly crossing the oou 'When the expulsion t.'ll!.l 
corri.ed out) i s o.loo in the Archives . I do not recall t he volume , but 
Dr. Fcrgusoon or any of th~ Archives staff cun produce it for you. 

The Ar-er" can hiotorinn r"roncis f arkman covers much of' 
t his in Vol.un:, 2 of his " A Helf Century Of Conflict" , incl uding the 
slnu hter of colonel ?lob1c I s merican soldiers at Gran:l Pre in 1747 , 
u'.tlch co.uDed. much or tho 1:ow Englanders ' bitterness towc.rd!J the Aca.J:1.arw . 
In t ho appond:ices to t his volume ho also quotes t ypical lettors i'ra:i. 

mo:- :hirley. VolUIOO 1 of his 111-iontccl.m and .:olfe " civcs detuil or 
t he capture of Fort ausej our by a. force of" !Jew Engl.anlers and t he uee 
of the se troops t n car rying out the expulsion ru:"tcrwurds . A study o: tl,.e 
diopoool of" the .forces 1n !,ova Scotia in 1755 ( available at t ho Archives) 
w'lll confirm ny stater..ent t!:i:at the onl,y t roops in t he Annapolio Valley 
i tself at the time of t he expulsion were Wi nsl ow' s J. rner:l,.cans and t he m:.e.ll 
caupany of t :1.0 40th Foot at '7<.rt Anne • 

• ajor 'kmJi'ield ' a deliberate delays· and excuaea are· 
ap,t-a.i,·ant i n his brief 't.,, La:wr e11cc ' s Uerr ands . Ue thus held off the 
expulsion from tho Anno.polls River sever~.l montho , during which tir..o maey 
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Acadian families in that r egion were able to slip away into the ,JOOds 
ond 1.rait until the thing had bl.mm over . Professor BolliVOl'.lu , of Saint 
Anne • s Collrigo at Clmrch Point , informs oo tho.t rnmlY' of the Acadian 
pcoplo now 11 v1nc: on whnt io cnlled the French Shore , bct,Jeen Digby and 
Yru,-,JOUth , nre descended f'rom Acodiana who t hus es co.pod the eJ<pcl.sion • __ 
The 'ill~'of 'J:':ttus Sr.lith (avnllnble at the Archiveo) gives some inter-
estini; detail. of crunpe in t he woods , some or them quit e lo.ree and appar-
ently occ."Upio<l .fer a considerable t ine , t he t rc.ceo of' whicl1 were still 
v1.s1.ble in 1800-1001 , 

sincerely, 
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