
I have no general observations t o make on thi s subject . I 

had much r e t her hear expres sions of opinion from t he rest of you here , who have so 

l ong a t tended this Commi tte. 

But in order to br ea k the ice, I think I may t ell you of recent 

changes made i n Dalhous ie . Th.is affects the B. A. degree dhi efly. 

years, we had ten obligatory sub jects, and 1ien optional (no coherence) . 

we wer e qui t e f rank i n allowi ng student s to take cla s ses i n any _ order . 

For COlillJ' 

Further 

This pro-

duoed r at her extraor dinar y results, wh i ch wer e not contempl ated, I fancy , i n the 

begi nni ng . Not only did it mean that students dropped subjects they had had at 
third 

school, t o resume them i n their and fourth years, not onl y did it mean a lack of any 

sort of progr ession of studies , i n t he case of many students; it also resul ted i n 

t he fact that most professor s had clas ses cont a ining student s from t he first to the 

f ourth yea r s . we have abol i shed t his condit ion of a f fair s. we s,i raed at three 

things (1) a.n or derl y progression of studi es; (2 ) cont i nui ty i n those studies com-

mon t o both school a.r,d college ; ( 3 ) 't he c omplet i on of all obligatory s ub ject s by 

t he end of the seoond year~ so as to all ow the i mportant t hird and f ourth year s for 

a cohering group of studies i n whic)l t he student had shown an i n t erest . 

To achi eve t his r ef orm, and we a r e all convinced that i t i s a 

reform, we had to adopt eight obligator y sub jects i ns t ead of ten , (we dropped t he second yeai 

of the moder n foreign l anguage, and we dr opped the second science) . Al so i t 

oblliged t he whole facul t y to r evi ew carefully i t s opi ni ons ab out r equired subj ect s , and 

about r a i s i ng t he ma t r i cul a tion r equirement. We di d r a i se t he l a tter, i ns i sting 

on six of the matriculation subjects , instead of l ive , as a minimum for entrance . 

About r equired B. A. aub jects, we came to this concl us i on: to 

require, a s before , t wo yea.rs oi' Engl i sh , t wo years of La.t i n (or Greek ) , one year of 

Mat hematics , and a second for ei gn l anguage . "\'le seemed t o bel i eve thct t h i s was 

t he irr educible mi ni mum guerant ee of scholarship which sh ould be connoted by a ~ . A. 

degree . Also we made History compul sory , i nstead of allowi nB Economics as an 

opt i on for it . we were , I t hi nk , all re l uc t ant to give up our former sti pulation 



that t he second f oreign l anguage should be s tu.di ed. for t wo yes.rs. Our regr ets 

were partly assuaged by -the reform i n the Nova Scotia school s whioh means that 

modern languages will be studied t a r lier in the course. Tb.a great majority ot 

u.s wer e of t he opi nion t hat we ohou.ld no longer i nsist, as we had been do i ng , on a 

cour se in either Phys ics or Chemistry , to the exclusion of other sciences , and a 

second course i n Physics , Chemistry or another sc ience . Ins tead we decided to 

i nsist on one clas s in science , mean i ng any of the sci ences , Physifs, Chemistry, 

Geology or Bi ol ogy. e :f'el t that a course so lwavily loaded with science , as 

our forme r course was , belonged to the B. Sc. rather than ~o t he B• A• degfee . 

Our obligator y subjects then ar e, tJe~pEnglish, t wo of Latin , 

one of JV athematics , one of a fo r eign l anguage other than Laiin, one science and Hi story . 

Al so we have made i t compulsory to wipe off these obligatories in the first two years. 

Further we have ruled t hat the remai ni ng twelve subj ects for the :B . A. degree must 

not be made up l argely of elementary courses , and must form a cohering group . 

'l'h.e di scussi on of these matt ers was ve r ;f fruitful, and oarried 

tS beyond t he singl e i ssue with v:hich we began. 

In the f i rst pl ace it drove us i nto a position where we saw 

clearly t hat for our best student s even t hi s r efor med and s trengthened pa ss course 

i s not enough. Those of t he faculty, f or exampl e , who wer e tryil.g t o provide 

t he best poss i ble oourse f or student s who excel led in modern languages , or i n groups 

of studie s wuch as English and Hi stor y , or Ma.thematics al'ld Ph3sics, saw that really 

a four years Honour Course should be provided i n these studi es . ( 1e have r eally 

had an Honour s School i n Mathematics and Physics for some time pas t) And l ast 

year we decided to make provis i or1 for an advanced four years course in Pur e Ha t hematios , 

and a s i mil ar one i n Classi cs . These courses are opeu onl:y to those who enter 

1rith high standi ng from Grade XII, and who pur sue t hese speciul studi es for f our year s. 

In t he next pl ace , and some of us believe t hi s Illa most i mportant 

ot all, we were led t o cons i de r the effec t on the secondary schools of discr epancies.) 

in various B. A. curricula) of required sub j ects . re f el t , for exampl e, t hat i f 



we gave up Mathematics aa a requil"ed subject for the :B . A. degre'il it would 

di reotly weaken the teaching of Ma t h emo-tios i n the schools. The ideal t hing 

would. be t o have llJ!a.thematios taught i n the secondary sohools only by those who 
"-have done a special Ma themtics course i n oollege . 

• " :But we are some yenra, 

possibly mariy yea rs, from that ideal. But in tho mean time to i nsist on e.t l ea.st 

a yer..r ' s .M$. thematics for our B• .A. students means that those of our graduates who 

enter t he t eaching pr ofessioh, are at l east one ju.mp ahead of the pupils they are 

teaching in Grade Xl . 

!n the :B . Sc . course there were fewer ohan,8ea, but we secured 

the same continui ty and progression of studies. 

Dal housie Uni versity , 
NoTember 11 , 1932. 
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