Registration et Dalhousie University is now complete. The
total number of students is 913 or 26 short of the total of last year.

Many erroneous reports of the registration have appeared in the
press, and not merely as to the total number. For example, it has been :t.atod
that there was & drop, in the totel registration, of 100 students; that the in-
erease of students in the professional schools wes due to the increase of students
from abroad; that the number in first yser Commerce had dropped by two-thirds;
and in particular it has been suggested that the heightening of matsioulation
standards was the chief cause of the shrinkage in students. Hone of these
statements are true. '

The cause of the shrinkage in the number of students this year
and last year, not only in Dalhcusie but in the Maritime Universities in general,
is the universal business depression. A glance at the phenomenaily iuav:
enrolment in Grade XII, all over the Provinsce of Hova Scotia, makes this abune
dantly elear, In some centres Grade XII is six times as large as it was in
the past. Hot all of these pupils looked forward to & university course, but
scores of them did. Indeed this autumn, students who were tentatively re~
gzistered at Dalhousie have sent word that they were attending Grade XII instead.
Again, many students im the upper years have been obliged to drop out, for the
time being ot least.

Twelve more students from the Haritime Provinces and Newfound~
land sre sttending the Dalhousie Medisml Zchool than last Year, seven more from
the same constituencigs are in lLaw, Only of Dentistry can it be said that the
increase in students is due to the incremse of students from abroad. How, over
all the Americen continent, in no university faculty have there been such vioient
fluctustions in noabers as in Dentistry. This has been true ever since the War.
For example, in the McGill Dental School, the numbers rose from 34 to 63 iast year,
and have fallen to 39 this year. Such variations meke it very hard to staff

and equip a dentel selool. T hey are due largely to the swift repercussions on
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dental practices of alternate boom and depressiom in business.

At Delhousie there has been very little change in the
mumber of Commerce students, but the drop in the number of Engineering students
is striking. in view of the times this is naturaly though it mey very well
be that the "time-laz” is being overlooked, and that boys end parents should try
to envisage devel pments five yeurs hence.

i% is true that Dalhousie has given a lead in the matter of
heightening college standerds in the ¥aritime Provinces. But this is in the
order of things, if we are to maintain our prestige.as the important university
in the Heritime Proyinces. Here in Halifax such complaint is being mmde of :
the backwardness of our city schools. Eut any stnient of educetion knows that
in the Maritime Provinces at large there hag been an encrmous stride made in |
elementary and secondary education. Consider for a moment such & phenomenon
as Nemorial College, in Newfoundland, brought into being at & bound, and entrusted
to the direction of one of the really great schoolmasters of our time. or
consider the stride mede in Charlottetown, in the new Prince of Wales Collesze .

{Both these institutions have had the powerful backing of the Carnegie Corporation
of Few York) Contrast the present faciltties for secondsry educction inm

Seint John, N. B., with those existing ten years ago. In Nove Scotia itself the
heightening of standards in the schools under the supervision of pr. Munro has been
steady and genersal, in the face of these grest changes Dalhousie cannot stand
still. Both formally and informally the schools of the Maritime Provinces have
apked the universities to reise their entrance standards, so that the schools can
maintain theirs. Dalhousie has acceded to thls request. Having & choice
betweon giving a eollege dducstion to gqualified and smbitiocus college students or
cumbering our classes with students who found High School toe hard, our course is
clear. But there is no evidence whatever that our decision has appreciably.
diuinhhod onr numbers. In these provinces youth is encouraged, not deterred,
by obstacles requiring intellijence.



October 16, 1933.

Goofse Parquher, Esqe.
241itor-in-Chief, The Chronicle Company,

Hnlif&x. F!S.

Dear Mr., Farquhar:
Registration at Dalhousie is now practically

complete, and I am sending you, at my earliest opportunity,
o stetement on the matter. I should be glad to have it

appear in tomorrows igsue of the "Chronicle”, if you can

f£ind space for it.
Yours faithfully,

OS/LHO ; . Pres ident.
Geel. - L"'a"‘] ’g’ “"-“-‘:——tazu-u.. (Zhe,
Creg & deratd 5'%)%44 ~ ok /é/./ffz_
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