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October 18/60

Dear lrs. VYentworth,

Your request is rather a large one. The
material I collected over a period of years would make a book
in itself. "ere are some items,

Tradition still current in Portsmouth, lew Hampshire, tells aof
the clandestine love affair (including the signal in Frances'
chamber window) when her first husband was slowly dying of con-
sumption. Miss Dorothy Vaughan, head of the Portsmouth public
library and an ed authority on Portsmouth history,
can tell you about « Che cen also show you, as she showed
me, that the Covernor's house -~ still standing -~ was in easy
view of the now vanished Atkinson house.

A description of the wedding of John and Frances, ten days after
Theodore Atkincon's death, appeared in the Massachusetts Cazette
& Doston liews Letter, lHow.17, 1769. The baptismal record of
Queens Chapel in Portsmouth reveals the birth of a son to Joim
and Frances a little less than seven months after their wedding.
(Seside the entry there is now 2 pencilled addition in brackets

thus (peb.) presumebly meening premature birth; but who made this
addition, and when, remein a mystery.)

In the public library at Portsmouth, and at Concord, are copies
of a few of "rances' letters. I was fortunate in discovering in
England two collections of her letters, written over a period of
many years, to the Hockinghams and Fitziilliams, The early letters,
written from lilew Hampshire, are naive things. Those of later years
are much more 99 phisticated. All reveal her as the self-centered,
dissatisfied and designing creeture she was. I have guoted ome

in full on pages 356 and 357 of my book.

Her career in liova Scotia is still a clear memory in lalifax.
One of her ermy intimates, William Dyott, kept a diary which was
published in Londom in 1907 by Constable & Company. fe was Prince
41lliam's boon companion in Halifax and he describes what he con-
fesses was " a 1life of debauchery" there. In the officer-and-
gentleman code he seldon mentions a lady's name where he himself
was concerned; but he mentions Frances Wentworth's affairs with
Prince Villiam and others, and quite naively reveals himself
dining tete-a-tete with her on the summer evening in 1788 when
the Prince burst in upon them so unexpectedly. In an earlier
entry (lovember 1767) he writes in part, "!rs. Ventworth is a
most charming woman but unheppily for her husband rather more
partial to our sex than her owm. Sut he, poor man, canmmot see her
foibles and they live very happy.”

My book is & novel, of course, and does not pretend to be a bioge
raphy, but in writing it I kept the lmowm facts firmly before me. f’vii"‘\
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