Tranceribtion of Interview with favrics Puillick,

n.Joggine, 1912, Sept.13.

Juuhe“ worke! in the Joggine., hie lal wa= =jiot-firer trere, worke?! on
the railroad--portere? on the railroal--=tartel working at 7

pringhill.
I know that ne used to,..'
ather was born in Antigonish.

—~ E - —~ ~N ~ nn - ~ T anls oy 3 : - .
cot shot-Tirswy~' sajer~ ¢, 1007, may nave worked in Tthellarton as

lived in the Joggins for fiva Jears,

livel up in "Hottentot," a =trect of comn ~ort. called Juitchell “tooet

'He u=el to =vwin across to +the reefs, with me hanging on to

he was 9 vears 0l? when e came to Springhill--1921. oing on 11 then.

fothar wa= bhorn in “pringhill. et each other in the Jorging

after hi~ notaer died, nis lal was orought up by another woman; his
nothar stayed there after her mothe~ 3ind, thi- brought then togathet.

went o =chool in Amherst.  came Tron the Jogrine, went to =chool
11 atherst for a couple of months, then went to echool in Zpringhill.

ot to gra’e 11 1p here. failel grale 10--"Too much fun,no seriousness,”

yearﬁ in grale ll——f?lle= one yeaw, second year got suspendal, third
A
s

was suspended for classroom isturbance=--wasn't paying attention to his

T
wors,

nls ad r2ally wanta? hia 4o ~o +o =chool.

started going to «chool and eisnt and nina. "ecauce he was so frail-loolking:
[ &) £5 I

A thin, his nother kept hia hone.

-=lerritt onlers were a2 rough lot of mmtmmky i~
--remenh2r~ Joup Yitchen-~ “alvation Army--3 1h, 1a-7 naile

e
to zet his soun.

(%



Transcription of Interview with laurrice Ruddick.

!

family usel to keep hens, ducks, hain't a big garden,

put on a diet of luck eggs and milk.

batening it after the death of his father.

averyhoiy helping each other-.

played around among the boys, played hockey, ball, things like
that. His mother had thought he was a “rail child andi wouldn't let

him do that.

his mother woulin't let hinm go to school either. no really sickly--
Just frail looking. duck eggs and milk cured him of that.

'T had that innowent look.'

--intermediate teams: the Herritt Road tigers (this was in the intermeliat
league right in Springhill).

--set up two tennis courts, with pounde? in n=takes, ball of string for

a net, wooden rackets homemade. home-made golf sticks.

--llerrit roaders--why dJii they sti
together. 'There used to be a lot
you Inow.'

ck together? Jist bercause they 'wng aromnd
of fooling around, boxing and stuff arounl,
e never had no serious problems.'

--cards, briilge, whist. Whist partis were great.

friendly games.,

"™

nere use? to be a fight on the lerrit road vretty near avery nignt there,
Zepecially the woekends....' :

--everyvody nade their owm heer in those Ay s,

A lot of <=inging going on in the Herrit 203l on Jaturiay night.

y

e rows anid one thing and another, bt outsiie o

'Theres were a few 1ittl
= stuck together.'

that the boys alway

=ing-=on;s.

1rmy

“he happiest years in your life--at least in mine--was when your family was
all together and all comiing up. That's the happlest tiqe.'

--Just about sveryboly hai plenty of kids.

startel work

in the nine in 1941.
--statte? at th

he age of 23,
'"lorked ‘or 17% years,'
--=tarte? in putting hoxes for niners, Jown at the 9,970 wall.

o
polien harmony boys--they'd have quite a guartet poing while they worlke?
in the pit.
performet aroun! town--then they were known as the 'poolroon quartet.’
¢olden harmony boys ecirca 1949,
--had a record nade, =till has the records.

[RR4

Ze're legro or coloural--those are my terms that I like to u=e. Anl it 1iMn't
aake any 1iTference what you were, you all fitte? in, 3ecause thers was a lot

of Tforeign peonle, one t:ing and another, you all fitte? in an? you ha? friendshin

-

towaris everyboly. That's what I thought, any way.'



1¢Z

not foni of 'agltators' in the union--hiz Tathe» and he Wwere ordinary
union members, counte? on the 3oar? iember to Jdefend then.

fou usel to hear a lot of thenm saying, 'Zit ‘own, -<it Jowm,' and
'Put that fellow out...' .,.'

--¥you Inew everything about everyhody in the mines.

"It was Jjust the sane as the women, how they get and gossip....len 111
M

pretty near the same thing lown there.' Liown the mine

5

--a lot of teasing, 'a lot of golng on--bugging comebody, you know, all
the tinme.'

'If 2 fellow took it to heart, you kept at it, see?’

"It was a real rood 1life, I thought. Coing down there, once you go lown
there, that was it. You !mew most of the time what you were going to
70, unless you were standing around “or a Job, you know,'

--tonpany hands defindd as those who A0 the "in-between work"

--singing in the trolleys coming up.

Just =inging in the nines.

mouth-orrans in the »nit,

--kmown a< *he Singing liner and the Harmony Babes; then becomes the
Singing .iner and the !{inersttes.

®

--his father used to =ing a lot, and hés mother too.
--on religion: Always went to church, to Sunday School--learne? enough. Dad
wasn't too religious.

--hks mother comnosed songs

father lled 1957,
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