
KentYille is to be congra,tulat.ecl on the s•ep it has taken in 

establishing a Junior High School. It has long been kn01fn to teachers that there 

are periods when a decisive break occurs in the education process. and that special 

equipment ·and special teaop:ers are needed to deal with pupils at tho va.ricu.s periods . 

In calling attention to this some years ago, the Education Department of Nova Scotia 

showed 1 ts progrossi vaness and its knowledge of what h done elsei~here i n the world. 

For e.xru:ipl e :. In :Erigland there are schools and teacher s which 

are called Elementary, and which a re des1gne~ instrttct children up to thu age of eleven, 

or eleve.n plus. This is the age at which, ln Englanci' and Scotland., the first 

decided l)reak- of':f plsce is observed. Th~ teachers for these Elementary Scho ols are 

epec ially selected and speciully trv, iried r or t h is work, e.nd. i't is r eel ised the. t they 

a.re t he most im!;)vrta.nt eeuchero cf all. i t t h e &ge of ele·rer;.~ or eleven plus, 'boys 

and girls move on into the Senior Elementeey School, wlH,1:re thel· continue until the 

legal leavins school age of fo u.rteen. (As birthd.ti.YS occur iu the ri. i cl.dle o-r a school 

session, lllli.ny of the pupils ure f oui·teen or eve,n fiftceu bef ore they lcuvo the oehool.) 

Thia Senior Ele~nta:cy School is, t hroughout, d.esigr1ed an<l. staffed on the assumption 

that children ·octween eleven and fourteen will sh.ow ilii"fercnt capeci ties. ?to 

attempt, whatever , ia made to dragoon all of tLe ciiildren i 1 to onE: curriculum. 

There is, first of all, the mpctttmt di-vision o:f' students into those who are pursuing 

academic work ,, 1J.11d thos E: who 1:1:r-e pursu.il g arts b.mi craftso houaeho.ld scionce, f'!iUsic, 

drawirig , and s-o on • Rut, in ench of these tr.,o divislonll, the!."e are nlso endless 

variations. 

in:11 vidunl . 

. And g mey truly be sn! d that the ail'...'l is to trent eech student es an 

},bovo all, ti s criou.G attempt ia made t i.} give each child at this z~e 

a comolete and rounder. ou.t course of' adv.cation inutead of a truncated or fragmentary 

part of' the education which the ;mrely liCademic s tude:nt 't'tho ia going on to High 

School rece;i ves i c;r, aga i n , a fragment of' the co1irse whieh the student who is going 

on to a tec~nical school will receive. Then comes the High School, which student~ 
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enter at t he a.,ge of fou rteen, or :fourteen pl \:lS, and in which they s pend four year:1. • 
He re aga in greet pai m, are taken t o g i ve a. :rounde-1 out course, a nd no t merely the 
f ragment of educat ion which i s received by t hose who go on to 'c;ht\ Un i versity. 

So far as I know, Kentville has not yet c omtefllplated having a 
section of the ilchool for s.rts and craf ts, household. economy, a.ud the other subjects 
which Canadiana havo in mind usually when they talk of Vocational School s. Not 

e verything C£.n 'be done ut onca . ;3ut Kontville has taken the lead ill realisi.ng 
the natnrc.1 end. ine-v•i t a'blo periodicity i .u e ,i.uc.1;:tion, «nd. , if pa.ins are taken to 

secure t ho ri0 ht toachL g personnel , notabl tl res4lts rna.y be looked for from t..~is 
experiment. 
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