
British Book Service 
(CANADA) LIMITED 

263-267 ADELAIDE ST. WEST, TORONTO 1, CANADA 
Telephone: PLau,. 6408 Cable Address: BRIBOOKS, T oronto 

Thomas H. Raddall, Esq. , 
Liverpool, 
Nova Scotia. 

May 27th, 1950 

Dear Mr . Raddell :- Atlantic Harbours - Sherwood 

You may have hea rd a lit tle of this new organization repre-
sei.,t!tng some of the outstanding British Publishers in Canada on a 
cooperative basis. The intention i s simple-recovery of their book 
market in this country after the trials in production and supply of the 
last ten years . 

Furthermore we have an interest in what can be loosely termed 
local publishing and production and, although t h i s is a long term policy, 
we are keen to get started with Canadian authors1 primarily to publish and 
sell in Canada with simultaneous or subsequent publication in New York and 
London . Our advantages are many and our one main disadvantage the lack of 
dollars to exploit the wonderful opportunities in this field. Still , we 
are gaining ground and have ~ificient support in London . 

This preamble is explanatory as, when dining with Bill Deacon, 
I spoke of an interesting manuscript we had received from R. H. Sherwood, 
and Bil l suggested I write to you to ask your confidential opinion as to 
its accuracy and background. Your intimate lmowledge of the country would 
be invaluable to us because, a s a Scot, my sympathy and interest is aroused 
with this type of work but it could only be harmful to both the author and 
ourselves if we proceeded to start our CGnadian publishing with a work that 
was not as nearly perfect a s possible . 

May I send this M.S. forward to you for your opinion and, if so, 
have you any idea of what fee would be required for you to give a reader1 e 
report on same . 

WG/rbt 

ARCHITECTURAL PRESS • 

FABER ANO FABER LTD. 

I am looking forward to meeting you personally sometime soon. 

LTD, 

• CHAPMAN ANO H "-LL LTD .• ~. It A. CHURCHILL LTD. • COU NTRY LIFE LTD . • E'.VANS BROTHERS LTD 
HAM ISH HAMILTON LTD. WM. HEINEM,.NN LTD. H. I'. L. \PUBLISHCRS) LTD. 



Bri t i s h Book S e rvice 
(C A NA DA) LIMITED 

26 3-26 7 ADELA I DE ST. WEST, TORONTO I , CANADA 
T elephot1e: PLaza 6408 Cable A ddress: BR /BOOKS, T oron to 

June 7th, 1950 

Mr . Thomas Raddall , 
Liverpool , 
Nova Scotia . 

Dear Hr. Radd.all :-

The Sherwood menuscript ha s been dis'3-tched to you 
by registered mail , and we are agreeable that you give us en opinion 
for $25. 

It may interest you to know t hat , should we get a 
favourable report, we would consider running a first printing of 
3,000 to 5,000 at a published price of $J . OO in a l arge Crown size with 
suitable ernbelishments such as map-end papers and illust r ations in line 
or halfto"'1 e . 

This matter is quite urgent t o us, but without hurrying 
you too much we hope it will be possible for you t o let us have your 
opinion at the end of t his month . 

WG/rbt 

ARCHITECTURALPRESS-

f"AS l'.: 11 A N O FA8EH LTO. 

Thanking you for your attention t o this matter, 

Yours sincerely, ~f?"' ''~-, 
Generar Manager 

LTD. 

CHAP M AN ANO HALL LTO. • ~- & A. CHUffCHILL LTD, • COUNTRY LIFE LTD .• EVANS S ROTHEHS LTD 

HAM<SH HAMILTON LTD. WM. HEINEMAN N LTO. H . F. L, (PUBLISH£RS) LTO. 

MARSHALL 4 CO. LTO • METHUEN ll CO. LTD • 01'.:0RGE N£WNES LTO. • REINHAROT & £VANS • ROUTLED OI'.: & KEOAN PAUL LTD .• 



11:r. Willie.a Gordon , 
Bri ttsh Book Servi c e Ltd, . 
263 Adelai de Street Wes t , 
Toronto 1 1 Canada. 

Dear Mr. Gordon, 

July l s t,1950 

I ha'fe read the aanuscr i pt of Sherwood 1s book and f i nd 1 t 
rather like the pahon 's egg . The man knows how t o write and in some par h 
he is very good indeed; i n others he'a Just a a bad. Of course he h a r adio 
broadcaster and most if not all of these tales are i n the style or a r ad i o 
script, which sounds all r i gh t on the a i r but look.a a b i t r1aa bo7a nt i n print . 

His worst f au l t is pl agiarism, an endeai c disease i n the 
broadcasting profession , Thus I find: -

Priva teers11:. All of this is a paraphrage from C.H .J, Sn i der's 
"Under !'he Red Jac kt1, publi shed by the Musson Book Company- , Tor onto, i n the 
early 1920 1a. 

'l'he Big Ship A par aphrfl se of Archibal d Mac Mechan'a story "The Geeat 
Ship" 1 i ncluded with other tales under the title 11 '1'here Go The Shi pa 11 1 and 
published by' McClelland & Stewart , Toronto, 192s. 

The Murder Shi p 1 Saladin 1 A paraphras e of Macll.echan 1s story 11 The Saladin 
Pirates" 1 included with other t a les i n "Old ProTince Tale•", and pu.blhhed 
b7 McClelland & St ewar t , Tor onto , 1924. 

The Scarlet Ghost· of Ki na.a J. paraphrase of "The Scarlet Spectre" , by Grace 
McLeod Rogers, included i n "Tal es .Fr om The Land of Evangeline" , published by 
McClelland & Stewart, Toronto , 1923. 

The Isle of Demons A paraphrase or the s tory beari ng the s ame ti t le i n 
W .C .Barrett 1s " Tal es Told Under The Old '!'own Clock" , Imper i a l Publishing 
Company, Halifax , 1942. 

Isle Madame .A paraphrase of Mac U:echan 1s story, 11 To!l8e at Petit- de-Grat11 , 

i ncluded in "Old Province Tales 11 , 1924 . 

The 7 irst Elopemen t A paraphrase of W .C .Barrett 1s story , 11 '1'he Ind i an 1s 
Bride., , from "Tales Told Under The Ol d Town Cloe~ . 

11 The Wedding Shoes of Karie Payzant A paraphrase of llacMec han 1s s tory , r.The 
PB.71ant Capt iTi t,-11 , included in "Old Province Ta les11 1 1924. 

Barrett (mentioned aboTe) is himself a broadcaster who subsequently 
publishes his tales in book form. He puffs his books diligentt,- on the air 
and sells thousands of copies; but his is the principal Halifax station, 
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with an audience all o•er the city and proTince, while as far aa I can find out 
Sherwood broadcasts from the coaparathel,' au.11 Rtatlon at ~nt1gonhh. in a 
rural district. Thus Sherwood's book, 1.f pa.bl1shed 1 would encounter s t rong com-
petition in the Jfoya Scotia fleld which ls his beat preaUJ1ptiYe aarket. He could 
rely on sales i n hh own area, of course. Bis tales or that· area have an authen-
tic ring, they appear to be the result of hh own research and he tells them well. 
(By his own. area I mean those parts of 1loT& icotla, ll'ew Brunswick and of course 
Prince Sd.ward b l and whi ch lie along the Gulf of St.Lawrence within the range of 
his broadcasts.) In the national field a book of 1hoi:,t tales of this k i nd would 
h&Te a very Ualted appeal, jud&:1~ ay own observation and experience. 
On the other band. Judging Barrett's au.cceas , it 1a po1eible that Sherwood, 
b7 radio puffing. be able to aell 3 , 000 to 5 , 000 copies in hh own field . 
J. popular broadcaater baa a definite advantage in this respect which placea 
outside the experience of author and publilher. 

I pr eauae yO'll wish to have the ll&Jl118Cript returned to 700. at Toronto, but will 
await 7our instructions. 

Sincerely, 



Britis h B ook S e r vice 
(CANADA) LIMIT ED 

263 -26 7 ADELAIDE ST. WEST, TORONTO 1, CANADA 
Telephone: PLaza 6408 Cable Address: BR/BOOKS, T oronto 

Thomas H. Baddall, Esq., 
Liv erpool, N. s. 

near Mr , Raddall , 

20th July , 1950 

Fc:1.rdon my delay in repl ying 
to your most excellent opinion on Sherwood's 
manuscript . This is greatly appreciated by one 
as yet unversed in Canadian history and literature . 

In view of your comments it 
would be quite contrary to our policy to c onsider 
publication particularly under t he Methuen 
imprint and a l though I am somewhat disappointed 
t hat the author di d n ot have more sense in handling 
these t a les outside his own i IUmediate field with a 
mo re di li gent pen. 

Do pl ease return the manuscript 
to us for forwa rding to the author and accept our 
t hanks for a particularly fine opinio n . 

WG/b 

A RCHITECTUR ALPRESS-

l'AIH R ANO l'All llR LTtl. 

A cheque is enclosed . 

• CHAPMAN AN D HA LL LTD, • J. a A . CHURC H ILL LTD,· COU NTRY L ll'E LTD . • !:VAN S IIROTH [ RS LTtl . 
HA MIS H HA M ILTON LTD. WM. HEIHEMANH LTD . H. I' . L. ( l'UIILI S H ERS) LTO . 
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