ransinlission of Interview with Tarl Rasmussen,

b.in Springhill, 'right in that nouse over there'.

nother an?! father from Jenmark,.

two or thres Tamilies o7 Janes. the tther fanilies--one other and his

fatnher's brother.
" hen ny mother and father starte! talking lanish, so we would pkck @t up,
pzople thought they were tallking about them, so they gave it up.’

--lo=t that part of our heritage.
narents came over 19073,
(his wife corrects hia, 190% or 1906.)
N1 Wlie Ccorrecis nii, r OX FJ0 .,
Tarl Rasmussen was born in 1508,
followed the <ea.'
was shoemaking~-him and his brother, in orler to get in lanada,
Junped ship in Zaltimore. worked there way Jlownm theoough and got a jobh in

the nine in 3p~inghill. In a year's tiie they went over ahd brought his
mother and his granimother and his father's ?.

v

"™ey mizt have been godd tough stock, what?!
-father at the age of 72 was still working in the coal mine.

he was 33 when he died. the week before he died he was Jdown on the nud flats
watching then l1g clanms.

slcian., he could pick up anything. he could play anything. Zarly went
"po”t%——hockej, basenall. tried running.

--from Clense, Denmark--birthplace of Hans Crhistaan anderson, both his
mother ant father from there.

went to school here. got to grade eipght. teacher was giving us our narks, fi =t
exans. she saidall the marks down, got right dowm to 5, hain't called out his
pr

o '
name., ot Jdown to two, "Iarl ‘asnussen, two." I was etty down-hearte’l.
-Bhat was the end of ny =chooling, I never went bdac
the mine at the age of 15. "That was nothing unusual. Zefore nmy time, Tather
woul’ take their sons to the pit."

¢+ hat 313 your father think of you going into the mine? a.Well, they Just took
it for &

granted that my sons were going to go in. I had two boys. and I was leternined

keep them out of the mine. One of them is in *the air Torce, anl one of them...
ended up in a caal mine when he was 35 or 36 years, he endel up in a coal nine

s

aftear all, 2ut I kept hin out all that time.'

&

ot fisheraan has a langerous life, too.

this house he lives in is the original home of the Iron Jukes. lasmussen was
its originato:.

father amd mother bought a p lace with just a kitchen and an upstairs. 4t that
time, on Drumuonl Street,

hWis father was awful hanliy. made big hand sleighs. coacte? lown Junction 2oad.
"Alma, you sit on the trunk anl I'll steer you lown.' coaste’ lown to thelr
new house'! but his father fell off at the top of the hill--couldn't catch the
sleigh. his nother was sitting on the sleigh, coulin't stop--iropped her off
in a snow Irift. she turned around to give hin a talking to an? he wasn't still
on it.'

--that wouldl be around 19006 or 1907.

ccantel that you were going to go into the aine. But I didn't take it Jor

k anymore. Startel working in

-

to



Tather was heers for the big strike. 'In o
they had to go town and cut wood.'

--father worked out in r'exnie, 3.2., ‘or a
’ ’

workel on builling the houses at waccan fo
[
things.
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rde» to keep the home Fires going,

while,

raMﬂieQuﬂngthestﬁke,smmhman

spent 16 month= in Femnie and then came back.

'l was a gool union nan--I wouldn't stool
anyting like that....'(5ut not an active n

ather was a union man. out not that active in it.

pigeon on my fellow workers or
ender of union),

L-eing 2 'gool union nan' is equivalent to beins loyal to “ellow AOrXers. |

first jo™ pushing boxes into the niners--
dnly other kind of a Job woul.? be carryin
long, long shutes--as long as 500 feet.

£o up there with boons and props.'I spent

the mine--I was +he youngest man in the ma
in the nine, an?l we worked together for o
official or anything, Tovody working thewe
we ot along great,'

--011 Scotch fellow--}i-. Termison.

'You'l think, you mow, ...they shoved ua

boss, he was a wonderful old fellow.'

'You starts! in ths mine, and, for n
sonebdddy went in aheal of you, and he w
getting the coal out,...you usually eniled
I didn't et much tilie on the coal as a ai
Job was getting the coal out o~ the aine.

soMe reason ot other
=¥

catled it "putting".

& tliber up to tle miners. un then

IS

fourteen months when T started in
n--and T worke:! with the oldes* gan
urteen nonths, and we never ssen an
on night shift., And him and I--

off to one side ard we nevar zecn a

o~

y If your brother or
11 a good man on
1

v
1" 1Vr
J

what they c:
up the same .
ner, but I was on transportition. [iv
CGetting it out. Starkd® 2t 2.2 5 lay.

--nane of Yoy crops up, a houneholluﬁa;igg;& worl,

2 A

--has bheanti™ul pietures of bootleg mining
aliressed to a "man called No7y" | pronoun
--spent all last summer, looking Tor coal
b2 any good. sane goes for Baltsprings. co
the coal should be.

oun< two seams of coal in the far north p
Gnterneliate baseball--Iron [UKeS. won Ha-

not the coach but the founder, playel o
"ar years,

"

10

rejulice against Jane= here. ' ion't
After awhile.Bee, ny father's name is lasn
or people, so he changedl it. to Anlerson,

\ A
anderson, |

»
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Hasmussen when he got

we hal town leagues, county leagues...and
--use? a Tence stake as a baseball bat at

Y7 years in conl mining, in that tiae, he
hrakesnan, then worked his way onto chainw»
unner, and timbsraan, etc.etc. noted for

the strongest fellows in the pit."

- | ~ . Vs
ced Nuddy |, Springhill,

seans. “odney is no good--never will

mplains they won't put the 10111 where

3

27t o7 the hmasin, nobody has “oun? aoal

itime Championshi, three tines in a row.

r awhlle with the "encebuste-s

1 ~

think half the neople know you're Janish
ussen....' ot tirei of spelling asm
Rasmussen played unde» the naas of

N

zmrﬂcl.tmuﬂeem'metmm}leamut

provincial leagues.
first. (birth of the pame at Springhdll).

Was point tender--that was bilke a
unner--getting the ceal--and trip

his strength--"Supposed to be one of
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'T ende? up as a...trouble-shooter, I would call it....
after disaster, he went into nootleg mining.

statted looking for outcroppings so he wouldn'* have to go too deed

1

we had no idea where to go.

went over in the Aherdeen district and bored a hole. anl worked for a whole
solid month, couldn't find thal sean.

on Thanksgiving Jay they finally hit the coal.

0

five Teet Trom it in the fivst place.

'The only ti e 1 ever had money in the bank--not that T hal much money--was in
the bootleg mine.'

--they squeezed 1t out after two years, had they left us alone I'd be speniing
winters dowm in "lorida now.

--Tasmi=sen had a pernit for his opevation--had a temporary lease in his
oparation. paring royalties on hi= conl,

)

{he still has a copy of this paper,

5

nines were in-pected and everything.
Just the =ame as any other nine.

not A real '"Wootler' mine hut a lesitiiate one. |

a Teath--nman called Beaton--from ras in the mine that “asaussen
set un. after he was in charge of it.

"

we wers golng into old workings...." (:1dn't know where they were, they

would hraak into old workings.)

I've hal close ascapes in the nine, but that's the closest to death I've

ever come. | Bking gassed in the bootleg mine .

[ 47ter telling another tale of a close calll: The Good lorl must have been with
1e that lay.

religion: no, not a strong churchgoing family. mother coulldn't speak Znglish.

Salvatlon Army was strong then. She told ne, they went to the Salvation Army.
Cot put out on the street because ‘ey didn't understand about emotionualisn.

Confirmed Luthehans. ljould argue religion fieccely.

--two Janes argulng about religion. got carrie? away and got drinking and
arcuel religlon. arguing biblical points, collecting bibles a‘l arount town.
'leliglon is something you can argue ahout all your 1life, you'll never et it
straightened out.'

father workedl with a "+“ong Catholic--he Invite® his father to see how the
Catnholic religion worked. his father went--went the once, went to see how it was,

-Wt})’)’a {’ .’9., )

23 when he die?
Tather worke! in the nines. Tifty-sone years, I know. “asaussen was 00 youngr
for the Tirst war and two old for the last war. that®s why his service —ecord

in the mine 1s so long. he has 47 years in the mine. his father had over fifty
years in the nine.

he was In the five-nonth strkke in 1925 .;his is how they =zefer to it in
Springhill: the five-month r‘t"l‘fe

got only 35¢c helv Trom the lnternational union. refers to the Danny Joutilier poenm.
' He meally 1s a people's poet

>, the merchants were good. They woul.l carry you....l
holding the bag.'

[ 21 to o with vou or sink with vog--that's Wnere thiere living come Tron.’
L& miner sums up the mewchants position|.
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vs. UTY. ruming the leaders out of town.

~un him right back to Zngland, as far as I know.
any Perce's Tather?

Cﬂolunbine?)
wother an?! FTather often talked of the hig strike.

miners woul?l get their coal out ol the uff hank. They Xept a watchman on
e

ton oTllasnussen's house to see that the provincial police iIn't catch then.

old Tactory track coming up there.

S

train coming up thelfactory track with a van and a box car.

~

warne ! everyhoiv off the Auff bhank, but one man and his boy wouldn't move.
« )

box car copeneil up and the poovincial police caught the man.

-

come 0Ff the nen like! to e arrestel--company had to arrest them, take then
to the Carlton *otel, fee! them, nayv *to tale them to the Junction, =an’ vay

to talke them to Amherst--they got three or Zour ool meals a lay out of 1i,
They wahted to be arsestel.

Tomay +illiams talking about that.

tell of the Provincial Police chasing two
at the time oF year when the 1 j

--run agcross the lake to 2voill arraest.

w2 Tidn't have too mueh trouble

~

Tather all came over--Tive o7 thoen--ar? three went Hach

brother went out west.

P

hor manyin his Tanily: five in the Taally.
his brothex was flret casualty in Springhill in Jo-l ' Jar

Junction “oader....

2 J. en nane of Jhanbers.
pension there were seven of then. uLiveil *lw.u, a Aeek, for I ‘on'tY know
how many years. "inally pension was 367 a “ollars a month.

crinplet Just before the "t“ike.

Tather born up hear Bathurst, woriel in Chignecto before coning to
nother horn on Noel Thore.

her father was "wrench--original nane was Zhanhere or Chamberlain. is nother
was a Teinot., father snoke neilther "rench nor Inglish--soup was "Too tick™ or
"Too tin."

hally snashel up iIn the plt.
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